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Promising class of first-year students welcomed 

Sophomore Erin Gilbertson moved In to 
College House with a box of precious 

.belongings topped off by a leggy creature. 

One of the most academically promising first-year 
classes in the College's history arrived on 

campus this fall to formal Convocation ceremonies in 
Cordiner Hall, concerts on Ankeny Field, and games 
of Twister in front of Lyman House. 

This year's class of 374 students boasts 12 national 
merit scholars, 57 valedictorians, a median GPA of 
3.8 and median SATs of 1220. This showing makes 
the Class of 1999 one of "the most promising aca
demically in the history of the College," according to 
Chris Eilertson, associate director of admission. 
Members of the class come from 28 states and 10 
foreign countries, with 43 percent calling Washington 
state home. 

President Tom Cronin, dean of students Charles 
Cleveland, and ASWC president Jason Smith, '97, 
welcomed these students and their parents to 
Whitman's 1995-96 academic year at opening 
Convocation ceremonies Saturday, August 26, in 

Dana Burgess, associate professor of foreign 
languages and literatures - classics, presented the 

Convocation address, uQuestloning the Oracle." 

Cordiner Hall. Dana Burgess, associate professor of 
foreign languages and literatures - classics, 
presented the Convocation address, "Questioning the 
Oracle." 

In addition to attending Convocation and moving 
into new quarters in campus residence halls, first
year and transfer students had the opportunity to 
attend numerous events and informational meetings 
scheduled for Opening Week, which began Friday, 
August 25. Saturday afternoon most students partici
pated in Breakaways. Designed and led by faculty 
and staff, the Breakaways matched small groups of 
students with similar interests for an afternoon's 
activities. A wide range of events was offered, 
including a 15-mile bike ride around the Walla Walla 
countryside, an ultimate frisbee game, a local Habitat 
for Humanity building project, and a lesson on how to 
cook authentic Chinese cuisine. 

Saturday evening, students and their parents were 
treated to an evening of music and dancing on 
Ankeny Field, featuring Crosstalk, a jazz band 
whose members include assistant professor 
of music David Glenn, and the Walla 
Walla Rhythm Kings, a rhythm and 
blues band boasting the musical 
talents of sociology faculty mem
bers Keith Farrington 

and Bill Bogard as well as other staff and student 
members. 

Along with registration and the first day of classes, 
Opening Week included a large-group version of the 
"put your left-hand-on-the-blue-dot" game - or 
Twister - in front of Lyman House, and a perfor
mance by the Kojyo-Gumi Drummers from 
Sasayama, Japan. A meet-in-the-street dance, a barn 
dance, and the annual new-student talent show 
rounded out the week. 

Soggy but smiling, sophomores Stacy Mackle and Peter J. Allen brave tho elements and teeter totter In the 
September rain for donations to the American Diabetes As.sociatlon. Now In It's fiftb year, this annual philanthropy 
project ls sponsored by Phi Delta Theta .fraternity and Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. Approximately 50 sorority and 

fraternity members tottered up a total of about $400 for the ADA. 

A large-group version of the uput your left· 
hand-on-the-blue-dot" game - Twister -
in front of Lyman House drew a crowd of 

students during Opening Week. 

The publlcatton you are holding In your fuunfs la 
the CoU.1ge•s latest effOrt to k-p you In
formed about what's happening at Whitman and 
among the alumni. You'll stlll receive the 
Whitman magazine, of course, but WhlfNews 
wlll ,11llow the College to communicate wHh you 
more often and In a more timely fashion. We 
hope you enjoy ltl 

Send comments to Mason Sll'llth, director of 
public relations, Whitman College, wa11a waJla, 
WA 99362. E-mail: SMITHmmOWHITMAN. edu. 



WHffNEWS 
Initiatives for the 

:1114.th academic year 

Tltom•• E. Cronin, iwe•ldent, Whltnum Coll•~• 

A s we begin the 114th academic year in the life of 
the €allege, we can be proud o~ the qualify of 

learning and personal growth that currently takes 
place at Whitman. 

We have an outstanding faculty, as dedicated to 
students as faculty you could find anywhere. A! the 
same titne, the academic and extracurricular qualifica
tions of our students continue to improve. And among 
the hallmarks of< Whitman's success and effectiveness 
are its retention and graduation rates - the highest of 
any college or university in the Northwest. 

As we begin the new academic year, several new 
initiatives at Whitman may be of interest We are 
keeplng Penrose Memorial library and its computer 
lab open 24 hours a day this school year. We are 
constructing the Walter A Bratton .Indoor Tennis 
Center, which will have four top quality indoor tennis 
courts for varsity, physical education, intramural, and 
recreational tennis use, and we have extensively 
renovated Lakum Dudrum. 

Recently, we have won several grants, which are 
making it possible for mor:e and more students to 
work on re.search teams with top faculty members in 
the summertime. Some of these funds have allowed 
us to establish a $1 million endowment for student
faoulty research. 

We are midway through a major renovation of 
Lyman House, planning to complete the project in 
the next two years. Built in 1923, Lyman is our olde.st 
residence hall, and it is a splendid jewel looking over 
Ankeny Field. We have rebuilt its 12 bathrooms, 
added a new roof, installed all new energy-efficient 
windows, and wiFed the building for internet com
puter use. Further renovation includes new walls and 
doors, new inside masonry, a new heating system, a 
revamped electrical system, and new furniture for 
student rooms and lounges. 

A midwest fuundation indicates it will consider a 
challenge grant to provide up to $3001000 toward 
completing the Lyman House project To qualify for 
the grant we must first raise an equal amount; and, as 
always, we are counting on you to nelp with this 
worthy project 

We are grateful for your continued involvement and 
service as alumni, parents, and friends o1i the College. 
Your record of support sets Whitman apart:from its 
sister schools and validates that something very special 
has gone on and continues to take place at Whitman 

College in Walla Walla ~ ~ 

Admission hosts, career mentors, . 
continuing students - a role for alumni 

TX Then I was elected to the alumni board, I was r y honored to have my 10 years of volunteer 
efforts acknowledged, but I had no idea what was 
expected of me as a board member. Five years 
later I find myself president of the board and 
writing this letter with a clear mission and a 
renewed sense of enthusiasm for Whitman. 

The Alumni Association was founded in 1895 to 
promote the interests of its members and their 
alma mater. The job of the alumni board is to serve 
alumni as a voice of the College and to serve the 
College as a voice for its alumni. We want to know 
what alumni expect from the College and how you 
see Whitman as part of your exploration of our 
world and its communities. --.• . 

The board's current 13 members represent the 
alumni geographically, by age, and by gender. A 
variety of career areas are represented, but what 
ties us together and to the College is a strong 
belief in the liberal arts and sciences, a continued 
love of learning, and a history of volunteering for 
Whitman. 

The board meets three times each year and has 
standing committees which generate ideas, events, 
awards, and plenty of work for director of alumni 
Sally Rodgers and her staff. We plan trips and 
tours, help plan reunions, and accept nominations 
for and present awards to outstanding alumni. We 
are active in our communities, in Whitman area 
activities, in admission work, and in career net
working. The board constantly evaluates how it 
serves the alumni at large: how well do we commu
nicate with current students, and what do alumni 
have to offer the College and our own communi
ties? 

The current board invites alumni 
opinion. Surveys in urban areas 
have produced good informa
tion, as have small group 
meetings. When we 
hear of a particular 
interest or concern, 
we act upon the 
request. Board 
dis!:ussions focus qn 
alumni requests: 
how can Whitman 
be important beyond 
a four-year educa
tion? 

An example of 
involvement occurred in 
Spokane, where bus loads of 
prospective Whitman students 
arrived to see a Harper Joy play two 
years ago. This well-received event was 
sponsored by Spokane alumni, the Office of 
Admission, and the Office of Alumni. 

Dr. George Ball, celebrating 80 years as the 
Whitman Alumni Association celebrates 100, 
continues to offer his intellect and solace to many 
of us. At several area alumni events this year, he 
spoke on ''The Ethical Landscape," drawing as 
many alumni of all ages as he did students. In fact, 
without the specter of grades, we probably absorb 
more of the humble wisdom he offers, reminding 
us that education does not stop when the loan 
payments and the careers begin. His gentle 
reminder to think about our lifestyles and actions 
is an integral part of what Whitman can continue 

Ellen Watts Lodlne, '74, president, alumni board 

to be for its alumni: the commitment to learning the 
best ways we can, with the best human, written, and 
technological resources available. 

In Portland, a group of alumni recently met to 
discuss how best to incorporate Whitman alumni 
volunteers and friends into the highly successful 
partnership between Whitman College and the 
Portland I Have a Dream program modeled after 
Eugene M. Lang's New York City-based IHAD 
program. For the past four years, several groups of 
students from inner-city Portland have spent part of 
their summers on the Whitman campus, and they 
now think of attending college someday. The Port

land IHAD group wants volunteers as 
mentors, tutors, and chaperons. 

In Washington, D.C., area 
alumni are planning a Whitman 

Connections career event for 
March. Some alumni donate 
their time and expertise to 
young alumni, while other 
alumni conduct tours of the 
U.S. Congress, offer their 
time for admission events, 
and host professors like 
Tom Edwards, who recently 
completed a historical tour 

of the East Coast by boat with 
alumni. 

The board welcomes new 
members Joy Edwards, '95, and 

Lanora Welker Hackett, '88. These two 
women have shown volunteer commitment 

and energy and a love for Whitman. We look forward 
to their involvement, as we look forward to hearing 
from all alumni. Your participation in activities and 
your suggestions are important to us and to the 
College. 

.., 



A nip here, a tuck there ... and a tennis center 

Summer saw its traditional flur ry of maintenance and construction 
projects at Whitman. The College's pond, Lakum Dukum (below left}, 

underwent a major re-landscaping, which included new benches and the 
addition of an interesting feature in which water cascades over boulders into 
the pond. In the second year of its renovation, Lyman House (far right} 
received energy-efficient windows, a new roof, and fiber optic cable. Building 
activity continues on several major projects: foundations are being poured for 
the College's indoor tennis facility (below center}, on Boyer Avenue west of 
Cordiner Hall; and with the move of the official president's residence to the 
Donald Sherwood House, the previous president's home, Penrose House 
(right above} , is being transformed into a new admission and financial aid 
office. 

Of cyberspace and URLs, cabbages and kings ... 

T he Whitman campus has been making 
remarkable strides toward leaping onto the 

"information superhighway." Offices and residence 
halls have been wired with fiber-optic cable, students 
and professors are "surfing the net," and now the 
College has a World Wide Web homepage to be 
proud of. 

For all you "wired-in Whittles," the homepage's 
URL-that is, its computer address - is 
"www.whitman.edu." From anywhere on campus or 
around the world, dialing into that internet location 
will bring up one of the most impressive pages on the 

web. Clicking on various links will take you to the 
Whitman College viewbook, including lots of color 
photographs; to the College catalog; to the official 
alumni homepage; to current enrollment informa
tion; to the Penrose Library catalog; to records, 
schedules, and rosters of Whitman athletic teams; 
and to homepages of various offices, academic 
departments, and current students of the College. 

In the immortal words of homepages every
where, Whitman's homepage is still "under con
struction." Keep an eye on www.whitman.edu -
you never know what you'll find! 

Whitman community shaken by accident 
T he Whitman College community experienced a 

tragic loss in the week before the beginning of 
school. A van carrying 13 Whitman students back to 
Walla Walla from a week-long "Scramble" to 
Yellowstone National Park was involved in an 
accident on 1-90 near Anaconda, Montana, on 
Wednesday, August 23. 

Bradley Stenge r, a sophomore from Port Ange
les, Washington, died at the scene. 

Lance Martin, a first-year student from 
Bellingham, was airlifted to Harborview Trauma 

Center in Seattle, where he has undergone jaw and 
pelvis surgery. He plans to return to Whitman after 
he recuperates. 

The other 11 students were admitted to local 
hospitals with various injuries. Most were released 
within 24 hours of the accident, and all had returned 
to campus by the beginning of classes on August 30. 

According to law enforcement officers, a tire on 
the van blew out, causing the accident. 

Three Whitman staff members flew to' Montana on 
the night of the accident to assist the students and to 

relay information to parents. A contingent of 20 
Whitman people, led by President Tom Cronin, 
attended a memorial service for Stenger in Port 
Angeles, and nearly 400 people, including Stenger's 
parents, gathered in Whitman's Chism Auditorium 
for a memorial on September 1. The memorial 
"helped the Whitman community begin the emo
tional healing that is so essential after a tragedy 
such as this," said Chuck Cleveland, dean of stu
dents. 
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CIA retiree reflects on experiences 
''Jf it were wartime, the sentence given to AJdrich 

Ames would have been even more severe," 
said former CIA public affairs officer Mary Evelyn 
Dean, '56. She feels strongly about the Ames case, 
which broke just before her retirement from the 
agency last October. Ames, accused of revealing 
U.S. secrets to the Soviets over a long period of 
time, "caused the deaths of 10 Soviet citizens 
working in support of U.S. national security. He 
betrayed his country," said Dean. 

The CIA's failure to uncover Ames's espionage 
sooner can be partially explained by the "political 
climate" in the agency at the time, according to 
Dean. Because of the excessive zeal of a former 
high level agency officer convinced there was a 
"mole" at work, "early on in the history of the 
agency, three agents were falsely accused, and the 
government later had to pay for damages. The 
agency never wanted to repeat that mistake and 
worked to stay away from what might be called the 
'McCarthy syndrome.' Unfortunately, the agency 
swung too far the other way," Dean said. 

Working as a public affairs officer under four 
different CIA directors, Dean came to know them 
well. William Casey was a "true Renaissance man 
who had a fantastic mind," according to Dean. 
"He had an extensive bibliography on the Ameri
can Revolution and on tax law, and he read 
prodigiously." William Webster, a former judge 
who served as director from 1987-1991, was 
known for the ethical viewpoint he injected into 
his speeches, and Robert Gates (1991-1993) 
brought experience as a professional intelligence 
officer to the position. R. James Woolsey (1993-
1994), an expert in U.S. - Soviet strategic arms 
reduction, "was warm and human and easily identi-

fied with the concerns of his employees," Dean said. 
A CIA employee for 31 years in all, Dean was 

recruited at Whitman College before her graduation. 

Mary Evelyn Dean, '56, reunion fund chair for her class this 
year, recently retired as a CIA public affairs officer. 

"It was a time of 'isms'," she said. "I had studied 
communism, socialism, totalitarianism, and fascism. 
The cold war was at its height and Stalin had just 
died. The agency seemed the place to be, to work, 

and to see that our society- a democratic society
succeeded in defending liberty." 

Dean began her career as a graphics analyst for 
the Far East, then became a biographies analyst 
handling information about Soviet leaders. She 
provided briefing materials such as biographies and 
economic analyses for use by other government 
officials, including the president, and was in charge 
of a photo library of world-wide leaders. During an 
eight-year hiatus while she raised her son, Dean 
served as vice president of the women's committee of 
the National Symphony Orchestra, secretary of the 
McLean, Virginia, Citizen's Association, and head of 
the state convention for PEO. 

With her experience in fund raising: and commu· 
nity work combined with her background in intelli· 
gence, she later returned to the CIA well qualified for 
a public affairs position. Responsible for public 
appearances by the director and deputy director, she 
arranged events, prepared background information 
for them, and coordinated with other CIA depart· 
ments. Dean received the agency's Career lnte!Ji. 
gence Medal for Exceptional Achievement 

Dean launched her retirement by volunteering for 
a fund-raising post with the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., and by taking a three-week e.xcur· 
sion to China She will miss her job, however. ·1n the 
information that's available to you, it's like no other 
place. You have an inside view of what's going on aD 
over the world. I felt I had received a graduate degree 
by working at the agency." 

As for the future of the CIA in a world absent the 
threat of the Soviet Union, she quotes Woolsey: • '\\'t 
slew the dragon, and now we have a thousand snakes 
in the forest'" 

Rick Stevenson, '77, puts magical stamp on movies 

S ince he began his filmmaking career while 
doing graduate work at 

Oxford University, Rick 
Stevenson, '77, has put his stamp 
on every frame of the critically- · 
acclaimed films he has produced. 
Now he has directed his first 
movie, Magic in the Water, which 
was released by TriStar Pictures in 
August Filmed at Kootenay Lake 
in British Columbia, the movie is a 
fantasy about a resort town visited 
by a Loch Ness-like monster. 

Stevenson, renowned as 
Seattle's most successful movie 
producer ever, earned a doctorate 
in international relations at Oxford. 
While there, he and a group of 
fellow students made a feature 
film, ·a set-in-Oxford love story 
called Privileged, which became a 
critical success and launched not 
only his career but those of direc
tor Michael Hoffman and actor 
Hugh Grant as well. 

After leaving Oxford, Stevenson co-produced 
Restless Natives, the story of two modern-day 

Robin Hoods, which starred Ned Beatty and was 
directed by Hoffman. In 1986, with Robert Redford 

Ryan. AJso in the 1980s, he produced Crooktd 
Hearts, a drama about a dysfunctional family, and 

Some Girls, a film many 
critics regard as one of the 
best comedies of the 1980s. 

Dedicated to indepen· 
dent filmmaking, Stevenson 
helped launch the Oxford 
Film Foundation in 1982 to 
provide training opportunities 
for young filmmakers, and he 
has been associated with 
Robert Redford's Sundance 
Festival, which also helps to 
encourage new independent 
.filmmakers. 

Director Rick Stevenson, '77, discusses a scene with Sarah Wayne, 
who plays Ashley Black In the film Magic In the Water. 

Stevenson has re· 
mained in the Northwest. 
working from his home in the 
Seattle area while retaining 
close connections with the 
Los Angeles film industry. 
One of his latest interests is 
the Alibi, a 1920s Parisian· 
style cafe located in 

as executive producer, Stevenson produced Prom
ised Land starring Kiefer Sutherland and Meg 

Seattle's Pike Place Market. 
which serves as a gathering place for film 
people. 
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"Dreams from Our Ancestors" · 
A traditional Wasco Indian basket-making ~t 

which died out years ago is being revived by 
artist Pat Courtney Gold, '61, and her sister, Bernyce 
Courtney. The two sisters are Wasco-Tlingit Indians 
who grew up on the Warm Springs Reservation in 
Oregon. 

The Wasco art of full-turn twined basketry was 
lost when the Indians were moved from their 
home on the banks of the Columbia River to the 
Warm Springs reservation. A major trade item, the 
baskets, or "sally bags," were used to store dried 
salmon, roots, and berries. The baskets incorpo
rate unique geometric designs and human figures. 

Gold and her sister add contemporary motifs 
and materials to the traditional patterns. "We look 
at the old pictures of bags and talk about how our 
ancestors would revise these designs if they were 
here today. What new techniques and materials 
would they use? What transitions would they 
make? We wish we could travel back in time, back 
to 1880, and watch the basket weavers work and 
listen to their dreams," Gold said. 

"My native heritage has thousands of years of 
history that influences my view of the world," Gold 
said. "My mother and grandmother were always 

busy with crafts. I recall my grandmother sitting 
by the kerosene lamp, the smell of hand-tanned 
leather as she beaded bags. I recall the sound of 

Native American artist Pat Courtney Gold, '61, creates 
traditional Wasco Indian basketry, an art lost when tho 

Wasco people were moved to the Warm Springs reservation. 

the treadle sewing machine as Mom made our 
clothes, without patterns. She also did beautiful 

beadwork to bring in extra money." Gold also 
remembers visiting Maryhill Museum, Washing
ton, where Wasco baskets are displayed. 

Since 1992 the sisters have demonstrated the 
Wasco basket-making technique throughout 
Oregon and Washington and have shown their 
work in more than a dozen shows in the North
west, Kansas, Virginia, and New Mexico. Last 
January, they were among seven Native Americans 
who traveled to New Zealand for an international 
Indigenous Artists Symposium, where they ex
changed techniques and learned about native arts 
throughout the world. 

After graduating from Whitman with a major 
in mathematics-physics, Gold taught mathematics 
in community colleges and then worked as a 
mathematician-computer specialist for 10 years. 
"When I hit the glass ceiling, I turned from this 
technical career to a new career," she said. In 1992, 
she and her sister opened their own business, Sally 
Sisters, to teach, promote, and preserve the art of 
Wasco basket weaving. 

Gold works out of her home in Scappoose, 
Oregon, where she lives with her husband, Philip 
Gold, a retired Portland State University professor. 

Conference marks 100 years of alumni volunteerism 
(Row 1} Stephanie Drugge, '94, Liz Wilson Buehler, '42, Bob Hazen, '41, Mary Evelyn Dean, 

'56, Dwyla Donohue, '56, Pauline Corthell, '56, Joanne Christie Lewis, '54, Sara Uoyd 
Pekarsky, '47, Shawna Barnes, '85. (Row 2} David Hackett, '881 Francis Wiison, '34, John 

Bunnell, '83, Pat Reed Carlton, '46, John Shaw, '46, Nancy Owen Bussard, '52, Chris Sharp, 
. '87. (Raw 3) Marilyn Bird Valentine, '51, Harald Valentine, '51, Jennifer Upton Reid, '56, 
Lorna Coe Roebke, '60, Bill Prentiss, '481 Pat Smith, '61, Michelle Keith, '85, Diana Hoerleln, 

'86, Christopher Bothun, '86. (Raw 4) Mike Stipe, '69, Elaine Hodge Hagerty, '51, Jiii 
Fitzgerald, '78, Bob Casey, '77, Penny Penrose Slgnold, '561 Kathryn Anderson Pease, '83, 

Drummond Kahn, '89. (Row 5) Kenneth Garner, '291 Lyla Braden, '91, Patsy Sates Mattingley, 
'70, Mia Anderson, '79, Tricia Walsh-Coughlan, ' 76, Theresa Laskowski Wiiiett, '76, Ellen 
Watts Lodine, '74. (Row 6) Ivan Manning, '39, Howard Todd, '71, Mike Munson, '67, David 

Current, '71, Cleve Larson, '711 Alexis Grim Phelps, '71, Henry Smith, '36, Joy Edwards, '951 

Claire Horton, '94, John Reed, '66. 

' 

W hen a small group of Whitman graduates gathered to form the Whitman 
College Alumni Association on June 12, 1895, they launched a long 

Whitman tradition of alumni volunteerism and support. 

The program included workshops led by seasoned volunteers and members of 
the College staff, a student discussion of Whitman life, campus tours, and social 
events. In a special session, President Cronin spoke about the state of the College 
today. This year, the College welcomed more than 50 Whitman volunteers to the 

annual Alumni Volunteer Leadership Conference September 7-9. Admission 
representatives, reunion chairs, alumni fund class representatives, reunion 
fund chairs, alumni area activity coordinators, and new alumni board members 
gathered to learn specific ways to help Whitman. 

A banquet in Cordiner Hall foyer featured recognition of Whitman volunteers 
and presentation of the Gordon Scribner Award to Robert Hazen, '41, for his many 
years of outstanding service. 

Children of alumni enroll at Whitman 
(Row 1) R. Eric Odegard, '99, Curtis Haynie, '991 Kate Ramstedt, '99 (daughter of the late 

John Ramstedt, '67), Jenny Mattingley, '991 Mark Neff, '99, Ellen LeBlond, '99, Jesse Philo, 
'99, Joe Cooley, '99. (Row 2) Jean Davis Burpee, '64, Jon Burpee, '64, Heather Burpee, '99, 
Chuck Haynie, '66, Nancy Phllllps Ramstedt, John Santa, '66, Laura Santa, '99, Patsy Bates 
Mattingley, '70, Rita Grimm Neff, '69, Christy Benton LeBlond, '70, Jane LeBlond, '96, Susan 

Stewart Philo, '77, Heidi Cutler, '99, Deb Hart Cutler, '74, Valerie Craigwell White, '74, Charlie 
Gates, '68, Wendy Gates, '99, Sarah Schnug Gates, '70. (Row 3) Diiion Bush, '99 (son of 

Stephen and Bobette DeButts Bush, '70 and '69, not pictured), L'loulse DeButts (grandpar
ent), Linda Rlnehold Storey, '67, Carol Minnick Santa, '66, Bill Neff, '67, Carolyn Fein, '99, 
Sandi Kinney Fein, '691 Hayes Philo, ' 79, Bruce White, '72. (Raw 4) Bob DeSutts (grandpar-

ent}, Thomas Storey, '99, Dave Storey, Kit Cutler, ' 74, Ken Fein, ' 71, Mark White, '99. 

--



y,· SUMMER EVENTS - - ·~~-
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Whitmanites brave Idaho's Salmon River 
Auoclate professor Pat Spencer and 

With nearly 50 people 'signed up for a whitewater rafting trip last summer, Alumni House 
added an extra trip to the popular annual summer outing. The groups spent six days on the 
Middle Fork of Idaho's Salmon River, rafting from 40 miles northwest of Stanley to Cache Bar, 

his wife Kathy Ketchum (front row, left} accompanied the 
August trip. Rafters Included: (Row 1} Lori Tilson (third 

from left), Megan Tilson 
(In front), Jo Ann Robison Cornelius, '74, Ross Cornelius, 
Sarah Hogan, Sarah Jo.hnson, Tom Elllott, '49. (Row 2) Lee 
Spencer, Pat Spencer, Marguerite Diiion, Robin Schmitt, 
Joe Tilson, Ritchie Tilson, Gordon Graham, '58, Karoline 

Johnson, Ruth-Ellen Elllott, Camerson Smart, Glnle Webber. 

near Salmon, Idaho. 

Floating tho river In July with professors John Winter 
and Deborah DuNann Winter were: (Row 1} Cameron 
Smart, Jason Rldle, Justin Rldle, Tracy Blashlll. (Row 

2) Diane Campbell, Linda Deery Nelson, '10, Katie 
Manner Goodwin, '63, John Alsip, '59. (Row 3} Mary 

Glyer Olsen, '67, John Coon, Dorothy Campbell, Roscoe 
Nelson, '70, Jean Gibson Coe, '58, Kay Alsip, Marya 

Drew Griffin, '54, Arnold "Butch" Coe, '58, Brian 
Griffin, Glnle Webber, professor Deborah DuNann 
Winter. (Row 4} Patrick Rldle, Tony Bischof, Jeff 

Bischof, Ron Goodwin, 
professor John Winter, Jim Dow, '71. 

Ashland Trip 

Whitman's annual group trip to the famous 
Shakespeare Festival at Ashland, Oregon, in 
August featured several days and evenings 
filled with world-class theater. The trips 
have become increasingly popular under 
the guidance of professor of English 
Edward Foster (shown right, as he and 
other faculty members gathered for 
Convocation). Foster provides interesting 
background to the plays and instigates 
lively, literary discussion. 

(Row 3} Cliff Schmitt, '82, 
Chris Tallackson, '82, 

Wayne Tilson, '12, 
Jason Rldle, Wyman 

Johnson, Patrick Rldlo, 
Karl Dillon, '82, Bruce 

Coburn, 
Justin Rldle. 

During a Whitman Summer College 
workshop on the art of watercolor, 

Professor Keiko Hara (center) took her 
class on a field trip to My Grandmother's 

Garden, a Walla Walla nursery. 
The 1995 week-long Summer College also · 

offered a snapshot of the world in 1914 
through presentations by faculty members on 

the politics, science, art, film, and music of the 
era. Other sessions focused on the origins of 

writing, mathematic probabilities, computing, 
and area geology. Meanwhile, children of partici

pants made use of Whitm.an's resources, taking part in a 
photography lab and bike ride up Mill Creek among other activities. 



-CLASS NOTES _: - -_ - _ _ .:-~ 
Fred Matthews, '66, has been director of development for 
Ryther Child Center in Seattle since January 1995. He is 
responsible for fund raising, marketing, and public relations. 

Douglas Brown, '73, received his M.S. in software systems 
engineering from George Mason University in January 1995. 

Elena Richmond, '76, has a private piano and voice studio in 
Seattle. Her home address is 15809 Waynita Way N.E. #G-201, 
Bothell, WA 98011. 

Michael Griffis, '79, has received the Ohio State University 
College of Medicine Academic Excellence Award, granted to the 
student who has demonstrated outstanding performance in the 
medical humanities and behavioral sciences. 

Paul Chapin, '80, Spokane, is deputy national director for the 
People to People Student Ambassador Program, one of the 
nation's largest student exchange organizations. He recently 
visited South Africa and Australia to plan programs and family 
homestays for American high school students. He is also involved 
in planning new programs for sixth graders to visit the Canadian 
Rockies and Hawaii on science projects involving paleontology 
and marine biology. 

Joseph Davis, '80, has been elected vice president of The 
Boston Consulting Group. Davis, a member of the firm's 
consumer and retail practice, joined the group in 1988. The 
Boston Consulting Group is one of the world's leading manage
ment consulting firms and is widely recognized as the pioneer in 
business strategy consulting. 

John Atwill, '83, has left teaching after 10 years to pursue his 
dream of flying. Atwill and his family have moved to Phoenix, 
Arizona, where he has spent the last year obtaining a single and 
multi-engine commercial instrument license. Atwill currently 
works as a traffic watch pilot for a local radio station, reporting 
traffic problems throughout the city, and also flies part-time for a 
local cargo company. He has logged 1,300 hours this year and is 
seeking employment in the Northwest's aviation industry. 

Randy Moore, '84, recently completed a three-continent, seven
country tour to evaluate foreign aviation regulatory agencies and 
airlines for The Boeing Company. His journey took him to 
Europe, Africa, and portions of the former Soviet Union. 
(See Birt/is.) 

Geoff Atwill, '85, Portland, Oregon, has been named director of 
development information and research at Lewis & Clark College. 
His responsibilities include overseeing all demographic and gift 
information of alumni, trustees, and prospects. 

D. Scott Lamb, '85, has been promoted to assistant vice 
president at Reliance Insurance Company in Philadelphia. Lamb is 
responsible for the reporting of environmental reserves, as well 
as the external reporting of loss reserves and the management of 
tlie company's actuarial student program. 

Noel Nightingale, '86, joined the Seattle office of the West 
Coast law firm of Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe as an 
associate attorney in March 1995. Before moving to Seattle, 
Nightingale and Jim Peterson, '85, lived in Ruston, Louisiana, 
where she was a student of the Louisiana Center for the Blind. 
Nightingale and Peterson often visited Tim and Carol Peterson 
Fitzpatrick, '84, and their daughter Ann, who live in Baton . 
Rouge. (See Marriages.) 

Marcus Epstein, '92, received his M.S. degree in astrophysics 
from California State University, Long Beach, and was awarded 
the Outstanding Thesis Award. In addition, he has been carrying 
out extension astrophysics research at NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Maryland, and this fall he entered a joint Ph.D. 
program with California State and Claremont universities. 

Christopher Gronlund, '94, is studying al the University of 
Washington toward his master's in electrical engineering. 

Marriages 
Dennis Bergvall, '77, to Ann Nickel, July 22, 1995, in Caldwell, 
Idaho. 

Minor Llle, '78, to Leonie Van Gelder, June 3, 1995, Yarrow 
Point, Washington. The couple manages Camp Indralaya, an 80. 
acre theosophical camp witl1 a year-round schedule of programs 
addressing various aspects of human spirituality. Their address is 
P.O. Box 1303, Eastsound WA 98245. 

Sonya Christianson, '83, to Tom Campion, May 5, 1995, in 
Snohomish, Washington. 

Jim Peterson, '85, to Noel Nightingale, '86, September 3, 
1995. 

Elizabeth Swanson, '90, lo Craig Jackman, May 20, 1995, in 
Seattle. Members of tlie wedding party included Tricia Putnam 
Montgomery, '90, Maura McCann, '90, Natalie Fousekis, 
'90, and Rosemary Nolan, '90. 

Ray Erickson, '95, to Jessica Pehoslri, '95, June 10, 1995, in 
Medina, Washington. 

Todd Brown, '89, to Emma Nash, '89, May 7, 1995, in 
Bainbridge Island, Washington. 

John Moe, '90, to Jill Helfrich, June 17, 1995, in Orcas Island, 
Washington. The couple was married by a group of friends legally 
and temporarily "designated" as ministers, led by Scott Reed, 
'89, and Tina Kunz, '90. Becky Dobbins, '91, was in 
attendance. 

Brian Crain, '92, to Jennifer IGllen, '94, August 12, 1995, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Chris Collisson, '93, to Karin Highberg, '95, July 1, 1995. 
Their new address is West 707 5th Avenue #408, Spokane, WA 
99204. Chris received his master's in mechanical engineering 
from Washington State University in August. 

Andrea Beaudreau, '95, to Charles Bisordi, August 6, 1994. 
The Bisordis live in Walla Walla where Andrea is student 
teaching. 

Jared PhilHps, '95, to Loan Lam, '96, June 23, 1995, in 
Bellevue, Washington. Jared works as the Alumni Fund Officer at 
Whitman. 

Births 
To Mary Beth and Evans Van Buren, '70, a daughter, Eleanor 
Helene, born August 21, 1995. She joins brother Sam, 3. 

To Rob Gifford and Chris Coady, '82, a son, Patrick Donnelly, 
born June 28, 1995. He joins sister Meghan, 3. 

To Kurt and Kelly Davis Lash, '82 and '85, a son, Benjamin 
Joseph, born April 24, 1995. He joins sister Katherine, 7, and 
brother Nathaniel, 3. 

To Buell lsh, '83, and Angie Lawton, '83, a son, Arthur Willis, 
born August 7, 1995. He joins sister Elizabetl1 "Bessie," 2. 

To Heidi and Bernd Estabrook, '84, a son, Thomas Giinter, 
born June 27, 1995. 

To Ramona and Randy Moore, '84, a son, Riley Charles, born 
August 22, 1995. He joins sister Courtney, 3. 

To LeeAnn and Derek Johnson, '86, a son, Nicholas Arthur, 
born July 2, 1994. 

To Jane Eacker-Rude, '88 and Brad Rude, a daughter, Francis 
Anne, born May 6, 1995. 

To Christopher and Shelley Luppert Barnard, '90, a daughter, 
Alexandra Margaret, born July 31, 1995, in Chicago, Illinois. 

To Adam Lerris and Carol Hough, '91, a son, Denali Eugene 
Hough, born June 28, 1995. 

Deaths 
John Mendenhall, '21, June 24, 1995, in Portola Valley, 
California. He served with the Army in France during World War 
I. After the war, he managed utility companies in Deer Park, 
Ketchikan, and Boulder Creek before retiring with his wife, the 
late Anne Mnmhy Mendenhall, '19. Among his survivors are 
his daughter Janet Mendenhall Jezek, '51, and nephew 
Edward Joy, '66. 

Harold Shepherd, '24, August 25, 1995, in Pomeroy, Washing
ton. Shepherd played on Whitman's 1921 championship football 
team. He later moved to Seattle and worked as a salesman for the 
Preservation Paint Company. After he and Helen Morris, '24, 
married, they moved to Pomeroy and farmed from 1942 until 
retirement Helen Shepherd died in 1990. 

Alda Knox Krause, '25, June 28, 1995, in Berwyn, Pennsylva
nia. Krause began her teaching career at a logging camp in 
Moclips, Washington. She married Alfredo Krause in 1935 and 
moved to Paoli in 1944. After raising a family, Krause returned to 
teaching and taught remedial reading at the Phelps School in 
Malvern for 20 years. In 1963 she was awarded the Valley Forge 
Classroom Teacher Medal of the Year from tl1e Valley Forge 
Freedoms Foundation Award. 

WHIT NEWS 

From the Emetiald Isle to Panama's 

remofe Darien Jungle, the Whitman 

College Alumni Association offers memo

rable - and educational - journeys for 

alumni of all ages. Students, parents, 

faculty, staff, and friends also are invited 

to sign up for Whitman adventures sched

uled fot 1996. 

A Literar Tour of Dublin and 
the West of Ireland 

June 12-20, 1996. 

Professor of English John Desmond will 
present a sef'ies of lectures on famous Irish 
writers - James Joyce, Sean O'Faolaii;i, 
John Synge, anc:i 0tf.iers - during a pilgriim
age to histmic Irish literary scenes from 
Dublin to the !Dingle Peninsula.1ravelers 
also will visit ancient landmarks, where 
Desm0nd will talk about Celtic myths 
and legeAds, and stop to enjoy scenic 
vistas, Irish cuisine, and historic and 
political p0ints of interest_ Along the way, 
Cleve Larson, '71, who has I ived and 
traveled extensively in Ireland, will offer 
commentary. 

The cost-of the trip is $2,995 per per.son, 
basecl on double oacuf!>ancy. A deposit of 
$500 is required. 

The Coastal Rain Forests of 
Costa Rica and Panama 

March 9-19, 1996. 

A voyage a.board the 69-cabin Yorktown 
Clipper will take travelers to some of the 
most beautiful and unspoiled parts of the 
Americas. Destinations include Costa Rica!s 
protected 171atare reserves, Panama's remote 
Darien Juragle and Las Perlas Jslands, the 
exotic San Blas Islands, and tlile Panama 
Can<JI. Professor of biology, emeritus, Art 
Rempel will lead the tour, which also will be 
accompanied by the ship's naturalists and 
l0cal guides. 

Cost rar:iges from $3,310 to $5,200 per 
pers0n, ~ased on dm1ble occupancy. A 
deposit of $400 is required. 

For further info~mation, call Alumni House 
at {509} 527-5167 er: e-mail Sally Rodgers, 
direGtor ef alumni, at rodgers@whitman.edu. 



WHIT NEWS 

Bernice Baker MeineTS, '32, August 28, 1995, in Waitsburg, 
Washington. After earning a teaching certificate from Cheney 
Normal School, Meiners taught one year at Rulo in Walla Walla 
County. She married and settled at Spring Creek outside of 
Waitsburg, where she and her husband raised cattle. She was the 
farm business bookkeeper. 

Dorothy Glafke Cartwright. '34, July 13, 1995, in Anacortes, 
Washington. She was a homemaker and a 63-year resident of 
Anacortes. Among her survivors are her son, F. David 
Cartwright, '55, and her brother, Richard Glafke, '30. 

Nynl Grady, '38, July 30, 1995, in Spokane. Grady spent his 
professional career at New York Life Insurance Company, where he 
was among the company's top salesmen nationally for many years, 
becoming a life time member of the Million Dollar Round Table. In 
addition, he worked as a volunteer at the Veterans' Hospital and was 
the Spokane chairman of the Polio Drive during the 1950s. 

Cleo Gordon Piper, '42, August l, 1995, in Portland, 
Oregon. Following her graduation from Whitman, she worked 
as a secretary for Rayonier, Inc., in Hoquiam until her 
marriage to Lt. Harold Piper in 1944. During the war, she 
worked for the Sharples Corporation in Montesano. After the 
war, she and her family eventually moved to Walla Walla, where 
the Pipers Jived until 1953 when they moved to Moraga, 
California, then Atlanta, Georgia, and finally Beaverton, 
Oregon, where Piper lived for the last 22 years. She periodi
cally worked as a secretary throughout her life and raised two 
sons. 

Herb Osborn, '44, August 6, 1995, in Seattle. He attended 
Whitman and graduated from the University of Washington. 
Osborn was a longtime employee of Fibreboard Products 
Company and served with the Army in the European Theater 
during World War II. 

Glenn Eugene Koenig, '49, June 8, 1995, in Seattle. Koenig and 
his late wife Dorothy Dickson Koenig, '48, opened The 
Bookmark, a bookstore in Prosser, Washington, in 1959, as a 
lending library, loaning books to citizens for two cents a day. It 
still exists today as a more conventional shop. A World War II 
veteran, Koenig was a highly decorated infantryman who 
participated in the liberation of Dachau and Auschwitz. He 
remained active in the 45th Infantry Divisions Association until 
his death. Among his survivors are his sister, Katherine Koenig 
Spayd, '48, and cousin, Myrn Davis, '38. 

Tony Howells, '65, July 19, 1995. The son of Ada and Thomas 
Howells, professor of English, emeritus, he completed with 
honors three years at Whitman College, followed by a year at 
Pomona College in Claremont, California. He moved to Milwau
kee in 1972 and worked for a time as a foundry laboratory 
technician. He later worked for Badger Co., an advertising firm, 
and was a volunteer Laubach literacy tutor. 
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Allen DoTSey, '85, July 14, 1995, near Nalmek, Alaska, in a mid·air 
collision while spotting salmon for a fishing group. Dorsey received 
his pilot's license at the age of 16, and for the last 10 years he hnd 
been an entrepreneur who fished commercially, spotted salmon in 
Alaska and pursued real estate opportunities in the Hood Canal area. 
He was an adventurer and a superb athlete. His athletic accomplish· 
men ts include being an All·Searnount League running-back, running 
in state track meet finals, competing as a finalist in the Chilean 
National Championships in the 
giant slalom, and participating as a 
member of the Whitman College 
Ski Team National Champions. His 
sense of adventure was expressed 
through his love of skiing, working 
his land and flying. He is survived 
by his wife, Heidi, and children, 
Molly, 3, and James, 1. 

John Downing, '91, May 25, 
1995. At the time of his death, he 
worked at the Legal Center for 
the Elderly and Disabled. He had 
planned to return to school in 
Sacramento full time to fulfill his 
desire to become a teacher. 1 

Woodward Wheatley, '64 and '65, cousins Jennifer Wheatley, 
'92, Georgene Wheatley, '94, Lynn and Diane Dame and Alan. 

Se11d class notes to Na11cy Meister, assistant director of a{1111111i, 
Whitman College, WaUa WaUa, Wasflingto11 99362, or e-mail to 
111eister@whit111a11.edu. 

Jonathan Work, '95, on August 3, 
1995, tragically took his own life in 
SeatUe. In his honor, the family has 
established the Jonathan 
Woodward Work Memorial Fund, 
dedicated to student projects 
preserving natural habitat 
environments. Donations can be 
sent c/o Whitman College, Walla 
Walla WA 99362. Jon was born and 
raised in Spokane, Washington, 
attended Lewis & Clark High 
School through his junior year and 
graduated from Hanford High 
School in Richland. He attended 
Washington State University and 
Whitman as part of the class of 
1995. Family members include 
three generations of Whitman 
students: parents Jerry and Sharon 
Woodward Work, '62, brother 
and sister-in-law Steve and Erica 
Littlewood Work, '85 and '84, 
and niece Allison, brothers Ron 
Work, '87, and Alex Work, 
grandparents Clare and Edna Mae 
Miller ·woodward, '36 and '34, 
Ray (deceased) and Judy Work, 
uncles and aunts Ray and Terry 
Uiwrence Work, '58 and '59, 
Mike (deceased) and Carolyn 

Friends arriving for a new academic year greet each other 
at the carriage entrance of Prentiss Hall 
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