
Four Watsons and a Truman - all in one year 
Vor the first time in nearly a decade, four 

F students from a single college or university have 
received prestigious Thomas J. Watson Fellowships 
in the same year. 

Whitman nominated four members of the senior 
class last fall and in March received notice that all 
four were recipients of the postgraduate overseas 
study fellowships. Meanwhile, for the second year in 
a row, a Whitman College junior has won a prized 
$30,000 Truman Scholarship. 

Whitman's 1996 Watson Fellows are Katherine 
Deumling, Christian DeBenedetti, Jayson Jones, and 
Jon Lambert. Jordan Kirk is the winner of a Harry S 
Truman Scholarship. 

"All of us at Whitman are delighted," President 
Tom Cronin said. 'This is a great honor for these 
outstanding students as well as for Whitman." 

Kirk, a psychology major from Waitsburg, Wash
ington, is one of fewer than 60 students around the 
country to receive 1996 Truman Scholarships. Each 
year the Harry S Truman Foundation awards the 
scholarships to the best and brightest of America's 
college students who also have the desire to serve 
the public and are likely to "make a difference." Last 
year, Whitman student Dan Le Nguyen-Tan of Chico, 
California, was honored with a Truman. 

Kirk intends to use her scholarship to pursue dual 
master's degrees in social work and public policy 
administration at Columbia University. She plans to 
work for a governmental or non-profit agency where 
she can address the needs of low-income families. 

The Watson Foundation, based in Providence, 
Rhode Island, awarded only 60 fellowships from 

See "Whitman the only college," page 3 

Truman Scholar 
Jordan Kirk, a 
psychology maJor 
from Waitsburg, 
Washington, plans to 
focus on family and 
children's services 
as she pursues 
graduate degrees Jn 
social work and 
public policy at 
Columbia University. 

Record high Mill Creek roars past the campus 

Miii Creek r~ed but stayed In Its channel as It passed by 
the campus. The footbridge In this photo crosses the creek 

noar Alumni House and tho Health Center. 

Four students were evacuated from 
this Miii Creek A·frame, which was 

nearly burled under a flood of water, 
rocks, and mud. 

JI fill Creek raged and churned inches below the 
.1 Y 1 Park Street bridge near the campus during · 
winter high waters that created havoc in southeast
ern Washington and other areas of the state. 

With engineers diverting the maximum amount of 
water to Bennington Lake, a reservoir created in the 
1930s for just this purpose, on February 9 Mill Creek 
rose to the top of its concrete banks. Whitman 
evacuated interest houses alongside the creek just in 
case, and dozens of people stood on nearby bridges, 
awed by the creek's transformation into a wild river. 

Whitman students joined crews filling sandbags at 
Walla Walla Community College where playing fields 
and maintenance buildings on low ground near Mill 

Creek were swamped. After a touch-and-go day, the 
water level began to fall. No Whitman buildings were 
flooded although basements of some of the interest 
houses suffered water damage resulting from the 
high water table. 

Several Whitman students, staff, and faculty were 
not so fortunate, however. In the Blue Mountain 
foothills east of Walla Walla, Mill Creek tore out roads 
and washed out houses perched on its banks. Four 
students- Christian Pattinson, Jesse Blanchard, 
Gery Benedetti, and Marin Aldrich - were airlifted 
by helicopter from their rented A-frame, which was 
swept by a torrent of water, rocks, and mud. 

Without Bennington reservoir and the concrete 

channel that contains Mill Creek through town, a 
system built after a devastating flood in 1931, about 
three feet of water would have roared through Walla 
Walla, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials said. 
This year's high water tested the 65-year-old flood
control system to the limit for the first time. At the 
reservoir, parking areas, restrooms, trees, and trails 
disappeared under diverted floodwaters. 

Walla Walla's main east-west link was cut off in 
both directions. To the east U.S. Highway 12 was 
closed at Waitsburg, Washington, where the Touchet 
River and Coppei Creek spilled over their banks. 
Water also poured across the highway at Touchet, 
Washington, west of Walla Walla. The flood displaced 
hundreds of people and caused more than $75 
million in damage in Walla Walla County including 
damage to crops and stream banks. 
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Where to start? Where to turn? Try Whittie career consultants 
A new connection 

• You've earned a degree in history, hiked in 
Yosemite, sold CD players at Sears, and volun
teered at the YMCA. Now you're ready to start 
raking in your first million. 

• You've been eating cheese and running a little 
maze for 15 years, your ulcer is blooming, and 
your plants are dying. You want a part-time job 
near a trout stream in Montana. 

• The work's nice, the salary's okay, but you find 
yourself fighting a battle with your eyelids during 
staff meetings. You believe there's more to life. 

A dvice and information to help you choose or 
change your career or find a new job is now 

available through a Career Consultants service at the 
College. By contacting Alumni House, any student or 
graduate of Whitman may receive a list of alumni 
volunteer consultants working in-a-particular profes
sion, for example. The database· now includes more 
than 800 volunteers - all ready to talk about their 
fields of work, their own careers, their postgraduate 
schooling, job prospects, and other topics related to 
their professions. Lists may be sorted by such 
criteria as occupation, geographic area, or graduate 
degree. 

While not intended as a job placement service, 
the Career Consultant Database offers information 
useful to those making career decisions. 

If you wish to use the service or if you would like 
to be included in the database as a consultant, 
contact Kirsten Bohlke at Alumni House (509-527-
5907, bohlkeka@whitman.edu) . 

Puget Sound alumni traded career and /ob 
Information during a Whitman Connections 

gathering In March. 

Networking for young alumni 
ln March more than 140 alumni met in Seattle for 

a couple of hours worth of career networking under 
a program called Whitman Connections. Gatherings 
are organized to bring young alumni and students 
face-to-face with alumni from various occupational 
fields for tips on how to get started in their job 
search and to discuss "life after Whitman." Word is 
out about the value of the program, which began in 
1994 with a Seattle gathering of about 40 people, said 
alumni officer Kirsten Bohlke. This year, meetings 
were scheduled in Portland, San Francisco, and 
Washington, D.C., in addition to Seattle. 

Alumni computer links 
Through Whit Ties, alumni with e-mail capabili· 

ties can now join a Whitman discussion group in 
cyberspace. Subscribers may talk to everyone on the 
list about reunions, job searches, alumni events, and 
other Whitman-related matters. To subscribe, send 
an e-mail message to: 

listserv@whitman.edu 
Leave the subject line blank, and type the following 
into the body of the message: 

sub whitties first name last name 
To send a message to Whit Ties, use this address: 

whitties@whitman.edu 
Your message will be distributed to everyone on the 
list, as will responses made by those who click on the 
reply icon. 

Alumni with Internet access may browse fue 
Whitman College Alumni Association Home Page 
for information on area events, reunions, and trips. 
Via the home page, alumni may submit class notes 
or request an address change. The alumni home 
page is located at: 

http:/ /www.whitman.edu/ Departrnents/ 
Alumni/ cover.html 

If you would like to be included in the on-line 
e-mail directory on the Alumni Association home 
page, send your name (including maiden name if 
applicable), class year, e-mail address, and a request 
for publication to Alumni Office administrative 
assistant Margaret Hoglund at 

hoglund@whitman.edu 

Your Alumni Association Board 
They plan alumni trips to Africa, 
.L Ireland, and Costa Rica, marshal alumni 
talents for admission recruitment, and 
organize alumni gatherings from Seattle 
to New York. 

That's not all. Whitman College Alumni 
Association Board members serve as 
valuable advisers to the Alumni Office on 
matters ranging from alumni publications 
to recognition of meritorious alumni. In 
addition, in one of their most important 
functions, they act as the voice of the 
alumni, relaying opinions, thoughts, and 
ideas to Alumni House and to College 
trustees, overseers, and administrators. 

Chosen for their history of volunteer 
work for the College, current members of 
the board are: 

• Ellen Watts Lodine, '7 4, President, 
Portland, homemaker and volunteer in 
three Portland schools; 20-year volunteer 
for Whitman, including alumni area 
activities and admission programs. 

• Randy Jacobs, Jr., '66, Vice President, 
Billings, Montana, attorney with Felt, 
Martin, Frazier & Nelson; fund raiser 
for scholarships and the tennis center; 
former class representative. 

• Barbara Cockburn Danforth, '52, 
Waitsburg, Columbia County Senior Services case 
manager; long-time member of the Alumni House 
Committee. 

• Joy Edwards, '95, Seattle, customer advocacy 
director, Business Telephone Systems, chair of the 
class of 1995 senior committee. 

The Alumni AHoclatlon Board met at Alumni House 
In Aprll. Members are: (front) Lanora Welker Hackett, 

'88, and Joy Edwards, '95; (middle row) Barbara 
Cockburn Danforth, '52, Ellen Watts Lodlne, '74, 

Patrick Turner, '82, Ben Stone, '73, and Cal Rapllda, 
'85; (back row) Randy Jacobs, '66, Rod Pyle, '831 

Mike Smith, '65, and Dick Hazel, '10. Not pictured: 
Adele Harri• Goss, '46, and Jan Dvorak Tenold, '10. 

• Adele Harris Goss, '46, Walla Walla, 
civic volunteer including with Walla Walla's 
Downtown Foundation and Carnegie Art 
Center; organizer of alumni trips and tours; 
former reunion chair. 
• Lanora Welker Hackett, '88, Vashon. 
insurance broker with Johnson & Higgins 
of Washington; organized a major alumni 
program at the Seattle Art Museum. 
• Dick Hazel, '70, Portland, English 
teacher at Jesuit High School, Portland; 
admission representative for many years. 
• Rod Pyle, '83, Long Beach, California. 
marketing representative, American Presi
dent Lines; Los Angeles area activities 
coordinator; former class representative. 
• Cal Rapada, '85, Redmond, Washing
ton, deputy prosecuting attorney, King 
County: young alumni representative; area 
activities coordinator. 
• Mike Smith, '65, Walla Walla, retired 
history teacher in Seattle's Shoreline 
schools; area activities coordinator and 
reunion chair. 
• Ben St.one, '73, Santa Rosa, California, 
coordinator, Economic Development Board 
of Sonoma County; advocate and organizer 
of career development programs. 

• Jan Dvorak Tenold, '70, Spokane, home
maker, community volunteer; area events organizer 
recognized for bringing Spokane high school 
students to Whitman theater and music programs. 

• Patrick Turner, '82, Washington, D.C., legisla
tive assistant with Kilpatrick and Cody; area 
activities representative; career connections 
volunteer. 



Overcoming the odds: skiers repeat 
as national champs 

D efending a national championship is never easy. 
It certainly wasn't for the Whitman College 

men's and women's ski teams this past winter. They 
found a way, however. Here's how: 

Whitman's reigning c,hamps started the 1995-96 
winter season with high qopes, relatively little return
ing experience and a lack pf snow that provided few 
opportunities for training op. Northwest slopes. Late in 
the season, with the U.S. Collegiate Ski Association 
championships looming, widespread flooding in the 
region washed away the last of Whitman's training 
time and competitions. 

Not to worry. The men's and women's alpine 
teams, led by coach Tom Olson, swept aside 18 other 
schools (the University of Washington and Washing
ton State, among them) to capture their third consecu
tive Northwest Conference titles. And the men's and 
women's cross country teams, with a mid-season 
boost from new coach Chris Hinderman, continued 
their dogged preparations. 

More bad luck waited as the national champion
ships began in March at Mt. Snow, Vermont. Andy 
Olsson, a sophomore who won four of five alpine races 
during the conference season, injured a knee during 
training and was lost for the entire competition. 

Plenty of highlights waited for Whitman, however. 
Koren Bell placed third in an opening-day cross
country race, while Peter French finished ninth in the 
men's race. On day two, Mike Craven and Gery 
Benedetti netted All-American honors, placing 13th 

and 14th, respectively, in the men's giant slalom 
against world-class competition. Overall results 
from the first two days left Whitman poised to claim 
its second straight men's and women's 4-way 
national titles (based on scores from two alpine and 
two cross country events). 

Day three brought Whitman the first of its back
to-back titles. The women placed second in the 
cross-country relay, while Erin Gilbertson and 
Megan Moore led Whitman's young alpine team to a 
sixth-place finish in the slalom. Not to be outdone, 
the Whitman men sewed up their national crown 
·with a big boost from the cross country squad, 
which outdueled the Air Force Academy, one of 
Whitman's primary 4-way rivals, in the relay. 

"For the second straight year we're bringing 
home the men's 4-way and the women's 4-way 
titles," coach Tom Olson said in a phone interview 
from Mt. Snow. ''That's four national championships 
in two years. Not too many schools ever do that in 
any sport at any level." 

The inspiration behind Whitman's season-long 
effort to repeat as national champions, noted Olson, 
was the memory of Brad Stenger, a member of the 
cross country team who was killed last summer in a 
van accident. 

"From the beginning, we dedicated this season to 
Brad Stenger," Olson said. ''This season, and these 
titles, belong to Brad." 

Splish splash: 
swimmers break records 

at nationals 

The Whitman swim teams splashed their 
way through a number of record-setting 

performances at the NAIA national champion
ships in eady March in San Antonio, Texas. 

The men's team shattered 10 school records 
and placed 13thj its highest finish ever at 
nationals. Meanwhile, the women's team broke 
four school records and placed lOUi, tying last 
year's best ever finish. 

Senior Nathan Engman gave Whitman its best 
individual performance, placing fourth in the 
200-yard freestyle for the second straight year, 
breaking his own school record and earning 
first-team All-American honors. Sophomore Kim 
Adler also earned first-team honors, placing 
eighth in the 400-yard freestyle. Engman and 
Adler played key roles on the 800-yard freestyle 
teams, each of which placed eighth to gain first
team recognition. 

Others breaking school records for Whitman 
either in the relays or individual events, were 
Scott Daukas, Mike Horn, Jason Ridle, Abby 
Hulme, Garrett Hagerman, Joan Ogle, Brynne 
Hamilton, and Castle Funatake. 
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Whitman the only college in the country to claim four Watson Fellowships 

Christian DeBenedetti's Watson 
wlll take him to West Africa, Britain, 

Germany, and Belgium on a 12· 
month quest for ancient and 

traditional secrets of brewing beer. 
An English major from Newberg, 

Oregon, DeBenedettl will study the 
art of beer brewing and its place In 
society, while documenting age-old 

recipes and techniques. 

Watsons: Continued from page 1 

Katherine Deumling, a politics major 
from Salem, Oregon, will travel to 

small communities In Italy and 
Mexico to study culinary traditions 

and document recipes that have 
been handed down orally for 

generations. She is interested In 
the cultural, social, religious, and 

political Importance of food and Its 
preparation in rural communities. 

In a search for the South Asian 
equivalent of a "Jam session," 

Watson Scholar Jayson Jones hopes 
to find ways to breathe new life 

into American jazz. Along the way, 
he plans to learn to play the tabla, 

a set of pitched drums used In 
Indian classical music. Jones Is a 

music and anthropology major from 
Roseburg, Oregon. 

Jon Lambert will use his Watson 
fellowship to spend a year In Japan 
studying the ancient rituals of the 

tea ceremony with a 13th generation 
grand master of the Yabunouchi 

School of Tea. A philosophy major 
from Vancouver, Washington, 

Lambert also will pursue his Interest 
In the relationships among Christian· 

ity, Buddhism, and philosophy. 

projects comes from deep personal interests. among more than 1,000 applicants. Each recipient 
receives a grant of $16,000 to engage in a year of 
independent study and travel abroad to explore a topic 
of his or her own devising. Whitman's Watson Fellows 
plan projects that will take them from Mexico to India. 

The Watson program is designed to help students 
explore a particular interest or concern, test their 
aspirations and abilities, view their lives and American 

society in broader perspective, and develop a more 
informed sense of international concerns. The 
program seeks projects that are personally signifi
cant and creative, yet focused and disciplined. 

"Watson fellows are known for their creative, 
imaginative projects," said William Moses, execu
tive director of the Watson Foundation, "but many 
people do not realize that the genesis of these 

"Not everyone will find what they are looking for 
on their wanderjalu~" Moses added. "But our hope is 
that a unique life-changing year spent pursuing 
dreams and passions overseas will result in Watson 
fellows enriching business, science, academia, and 
the arts when they return to America." 
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Height no concern for this NBA player 
i\ Tot many Whitman graduates have gone 

.1. Vstraight from Sherwood Center to the National 
Basketball Association. In all likelihood, in fact, only 
one Missionary has ever made that monumental 
leap. Any good guesses? 

No, it wasn't Washington, D.C., attorney Don 
Woodworth, who scored more than 2,000 points 
before graduating in 1968. And it wasn't Dave Mastin, 
an outstanding player from the mid-1980s who 
currently serves in the Washington state legislature. 

No, the only Whitman alumnus ever to elbow his 
way into the NBA is from the class of 1993 - none 
other than Neil McDonald. 

'This really does seem like a dream come true," the 
5-foot-11 McDonald admitted in a mid-February 
telephone interview from the Alamodome in San 
Antonio, Texas, two days prior to the 1996 NBA All-Star 
Game. Finding your niche in the NBA is impressive 
enough. But the All-Star Game? 

McDonald isn't on the roster of any NBA team, and 
he wasn't on the court during the NBA'.s All-Star 
Weekend. He did play an important role in the event, 
however, bringing the festivities to millions of television 
viewers. 

McDonald, who sharpened his radio broadcast 
skills on Whitman radio as the voice of the Fighting 
Missionaries basketball teams, now spends a good 
deal of his time traveling from one NBA game to the 
next. As a broadcast assistant for NBA Entertain
ment, he works on a variety of scheduling and 
logistical details. He was in Chicago on the morning 
of Superbowl Sunday, working the network TV 
broadcast of a Bulls game. "Because it was 
Superbowl Sunday, there was even more pressure 
for the game to go off smoothly," McDonald said. 

Whitman's representative to the NBA also was 
courtside at the Forum in Los Angeles when the 

As WhltNows was going to press, the National 
Basketball Association promoted Nell McDonald, 

'93, to broadcast coordinator. In addition to duties 
In the U.S., McDonald will work with NBA Interna-

tional television programming and scheduling. NBA 
broadcasts are seen In 175 countries In Europe, 

Asia, Africa, South America, and Australia. 

Lakers hosted Michael Jordan and the Bulls shortly 
after Magic Johnson ended his retirement. "The 
atmosphere for that game was amazing," McDonald 

said. "It was Michael and Magic, two of the players 
who helped make the NBA what it is today." 

McDonald, who worked as Whitman's sports 
information director and did play-by-play broadcasts 
of several Missionary basketball games each year, 
worked at Seattle's KJR radio during summers and 
breaks from Whitman. The summer before his senior 
year, he sent a letter of inquiry to the NBA, asking for 
an informational job interview. 'The letter was a 
complete shot in the dark," he said. "I didn't know 
anyone at the NBA, and I didn't really expect any
thing to happen. Yet I didn't let that stop me from 
pursuing it aggressively." 

His initiative paid off quickly. He was invited to 
interview with an NBA vice president that summer 
while he was in New York attending a month-long 
sports marketing and special events seminar. 
There was a second interview the summer after 
his Whitman graduation, and he was hired by NBA 
Radio that fall. 

McDonald's play-by-play broadcast skills came in 
handy last spring when NBA Commissioner David 
Stern phoned in a request. McDonald was in the 
NBA Broadcast Center for game five of the Boston
Orlando NBA Playoff series at Boston Garden. It 
turned out to be the last game played in that legend
ary facility. With five seconds left in the contest and 
the outcome not yet settled, the commissioner 
phoned from a party to check on the game. 

"Mr. Stern said, 'Neil, you broadcast play-by-play 
in college, didn't you? Why don't you call the last play 
over the phone for me?' 

"You could say I was a little nervous," McDonald 
admitted with a chuckle. "I was calling the historic 
final moments from Boston Garden over the phone to 
the commissioner of the NBA I guess you could call 
that pressure." 

Linguist studies American Sign Language 
Ask her a question in Italian, French, Spanish, 

English or American Sign Language (ASL), 
and Ceil Lucas will respond appropriately. A profes
sor of linguistics and interpretation at Gallaudet 
University who specializes in the sociolinguistics of 
deaf communities, Lucas, '73, has a strong profes
sional interest in spoken and signed languages and 
their contemporary variations. 

After graduating from Whitman with a French 
and art history double major, Lucas attended the 
University of Texas at Austin where she obtained 
her M.A. in romance linguistics. She continued her 
studies at Georgetown University, earning her 
Ph.D. in sociolinguistics. Currently, she teaches 
both undergraduate and graduate level courses 
and does research on ASL at Gallaudet University 
in Washington, D.C. Gallaudet is the only liberal 
arts college for deaf people in the U.S. 

In 1994 Lucas received a three-year grant from 
the National Science Foundation for her research 
on sociolinguistic variations in ASL. As in spoken 
languages, ASL varies according to geographical 
region, economic and social class, gender, race, 
and age. Lucas has already traveled around the 
country researching these variations by video
taping deaf people communicating through ASL. 
Editor and author of eight books, she plans to 
publish a technical book based on her current 
findings for use in the linguistic community. She 

A professor of linguistics and Interpretation 
at Gallaudet University, Ceil Lucas, '73, 

specializes In the sociolinguistics of 
deaf communities. 

also hopes to produce a videotape and manual for 
use in deaf schools and community centers. 

One of Lucas's books, Language Diversity and 

Classmom Discourse, co-authored with Denise 
Borders, addresses the issue of dialect diversity in 
spoken American English. Written for educational 
practitioners, it deals with language use in school 
settings by children who speak non-standard 
varieties of American English, such as Black 
English. The authors analyzed data collected in 
1981 from students attending public elementary 
schools in Washington, D.C. Their research 
showed that in most cases, when students were 
alone they switched between Black and standard 
English. When they were in the presence of a 
teacher, however, they used standard English or 
refrained from speaking at all. 

In addition to her expertise in ASL and Ameri
can English, Lucas, who spent most of her child
hood living in Rome, has a strong background in 
Italian. She has taught Italian extensively in 
continuing education and community programs 
and at Gallaudet has coordinated a program that 
brings deaf Italian students to Washington, D.C. 

Midway in her National Science Foundation 
research and teaching a full class load, she is 
looking forward to beginning yet another project, 
one that appeals to her strong ties to the Italian 
language and culture. She has signed a contract 
with Yale University Press to produce a textbook 
and a video which shows native Italian speakers 
discussing various topics. 



Craig Lesley, '67: Fishing New Waters 
/""'ontemporary fiction empowered by the natural 
(L,.beauty of the Northwest's great outdoors and the 
spirituality of its reservation Indians has brought 
acclaim to Craig Lesley, '67. For his third novel, The 
Sky Fisherman, published by Houghton Mifflin, 
Lesley was nominated for a 1996 Pulitzer Prize in 
fiction. The book also received the 1996 Pacific 
Northwest Booksellers' Award for Best Novel
Lesley's third such award. 

A "coming of age" story, The Sliy Fisherman is 
about Culver, a high-school student traveling with his 
mother and his uncle from one Northwest town to 
another. Culver's world is shadowed by the death of 
his father in a fishing accident and further engulfed 
in tragedy when a fire destroys the town's mill and 
kills two men. 

Lesley is recognized widely for his two earlier 
novels, Winterkill and River Song. The books are a 
portrait of Danny Kachiah, a modern Nez Perce 
whose memories and relationships take him from the 

Craig Lesley, '67, Is tho author of the 
novels Winterklll and River Song, which 

have won several top awards for contem
porary fiction. Last summer he released 

Tho Sky Fisherman, which "celebrates the 
vitality" of small towns In the West. 

rodeo grounds in The Dalles, Oregon, to an elk camp 
in the Wallowa Mountains and to Columbia River 
fishing villages. In both novels, Native American 
history serves as a counterpoint to Indian life in the 
Northwest today. 

ln The Sky Fisherman, Lesley expands the setting 
to include "any place that celebrates the vitality of 
small towns and the people who make up the back
bone of those towns." 

Lesley also is editor of two collections: Talking 
Leaves: Contemporary Native American Slzort Fiction 
and Dreamers and Desperadoes: Contemporary 
Fiction from the American West. His own short fiction 
has appeared in Writer.s' Forum, The Massachusetts 
Review, Northwest Review, and other literary 
publications. 

Born in The Dalles and raised in small Oregon 
towns, Lesley is a professor of English at Clackamas 
Community College in Oregon City, Oregon. He lives 
in Portland with his wife and two daughters. 

Seattle CEOs, U.S. Congressman speak of career opportunities 
Two of the top 
.L executives in the 
computer technol
ogy industry and 
an eight-term 
congressman 
visited Whitman 
this spring as part 
of the "Majoring in 
the Rest of Your 
Life" program. 
Peter van Oppen, 
'74, president and 
CEO of Interpoint 
Corporation, Gary 
Christophersen, 
'68, president and 
CEO of Seattle 
Film Works, and Al 

Former congressman Al Swift, 
'57, chatted with students about 

careers in the political arena 

Swift, '57, former U.S. congressman, talked with 
students about their careers and the job opportuni
ties in their fields today. 

In addition, students had a chance to meet and 
visit with Tim Egan, Northwest bureau chief for the 
New York Times. "Majoring in the Rest of Your Life" 
is designed to put students in contact with high 
profile professionals in a variety of fields. 

Seattle Fllmworks CEO Gary Chrlstophersen, '68, 
left, and president of lnterpolnt Corporation Peter 

van Oppen, '74, right, participated in Whitman's 
Majoring In tho Rest of Your Ufe program. 

Van Oppen earned a master's degree in business 
administration from Harvard after graduating from 
Whitman. He became head of lnterpoint, a Redmond
based firm that manufactures specialized electronic 
components and computer network storage peripher
als, in 1987. An overseer of the College and former 
member of the overseer executive committee, Van 
Oppen is a member of the advisory council on small 
business and agriculture for the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco. 

Christophersen, who majored in economics and 
mathematics at Whitman, went on to earn a master 's 
degree in economics at the University of Washington 
in 1971. He became president and CEO of Seattle 
F ilm Works in 1988. Film Works' Pict11res 011.Disc, a 
product that converts photo negatives to images 
visible on personal computers, has proved to be a hit 
with consumers. 

Both lnterpoint and Film Works sell stock on the 
NASDAQ stock market and are among the leading 
Northwest businesses. 

A Democrat from Washington State, Swift 
concluded 16 years of service in the U.S. Congress 
in 1994. During his career, he served as chair of 
the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Transportation and Hazardous Materials. He 
worked on the SuperFund cleanup effort and on 
implementation of more efficient waste manage
ment policies. 

After leaving Congress, Swift served as vice 
president for government affairs for Burlington 
Northern Railroad until retiring in 1996. 

Tailing the Unabomber: NY Times 
reporter gives inside scoop 

Hard on the trail of the Unabomber story in April, 
New York Times reporter Timothy Egan detoured to 
Whitman to give students the inside scoop on "tl1e best 
job in American journalism." 

Visiting as part of the College's "Majoring in t11e Rest 

of Your Life" program, Egan talked about the excite
ment, responsibility, and satisfaction of a life reporting 
on the major events and people in the news. He 
included behind-the-headlines details of tl1e investiga
tion of Montana recluse Ted Kaczynski as a suspect in 
the Unabomber case. While Egan was at Whilman, the 
New Y<Jrk Times was publishing his latest reports. 

New York Times reporter Tim Egan (second from left) 
gave his approval to The Pioneer. Staff members on 

the scene Included editor Richard Hines (left) 
managing editor Meredith Desha, sports editor David 

Toomey, and news reporter Toni Chldsey. 

Based in Seattle, Egan is the Northwest bureau 
chief for the Times. He described the "old fashioned, 
notebook-in-the-back-pocket method" he used to lead 
the Times on the first day of the Unabomber story. 
"l have the best job in American journalism," he said. 
"l live in the best city in America, and I work for the 
best newspaper in the country." Journalism gives him a 
ticket to a front row seat on world events, an important 
position as a "medium between the ordinary reader and 
power," and a chance to follow where his curiosity leads 
him, he said. 

A Seattle native and graduate of the University of 
Washington, Egan is the author of Tlze Good Rain, a 
1990 winner of the Pacific Northwest Booksellers 
Award and the Governor's Writing Award. His second 
book, Breaking Blue, was published in 1992. 
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Classes 
Joan Parsons Teats, '46, Tacoma, was inducted into the 
Paci.fie Northwest Golf Hall of Fame in 1995 for distinguished 
achievement in amateur golf competition and outstanding 
contributions to amateur golf in the Northwest. She co-founded 
the Washington Junior Golf Association in 1976, was founder of 
the Girls Team Matches International GJAC & BC-Washington, 
and was volunteer executive director of WJGA 1976-1992. 

Denn Claussen, '50, Bellevue, escorts German politicians 
visiting the United States as guests of the State Department/ 
U.S.IA He also is involved in promoting a rapid rail-based high 
capacity transit system in the Puget Sound region. 

Jim Holderby, '52, Millbrae, retired from the Bank of California 
in 1991. 

Tom Cleman, '63, is chair of the department of humanities 
and religious studies at Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 
Arizona. 

David Douglas, '66, Kaneohe, Hawaii, coauthored an article, 
ucompetencies of New Registered Nurses: A Survey of Deans 
and Directors," which appeared in the fall issue of N11rsi11g 
Co1111ectio11s. 

Helen Barany Hansen, '69, has started a business in Spokane 
that deals with advertising co-op claims. She also raises antique 
roses and is taking master gardening courses from Washington 
State University. 

Bob Coon, '70, has been named coordinator of Spokane County 
Public Mental Health Ombuds Service. Coon, a graduate of 
Gonzaga Law School, will help people access public mental health 
services, solicit and receive consumer complaints about services, 
and provide conflict mediation. 

Alex McGregor, '71, Pullman, Washington, was elected 
secretary-treasurer of the Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers for 1996. He is president of the McGregor Company, 
a 44-year-old family-owned fertilizer and farm supply firm. 

McGregor, a former member of the Whitman farm committee, 
is the author of Co1111ti11g Sheep, a history of agricnlture in the 
Inland Northwest, which was named a Centennial Book of 
Significance by both the Washington State Centennial Commis· 
sion and the Washington State Historical Society. 

Eric Johnson, '72, received the 1995 Spokane Physician/ 
Citizen of the Year award from the Spokane County Medical 
Society for his outstanding contributions to the medical profes· 
sion and community. An anesthesiologist for 17 years, he has 
organized and participated in 10 trips to Central America and to 
Ethiopia for the Heal the Children program. More than 250 
children have had cleft lips and palates repaired, and 60 patients 
benefited from heart surgeries in which Johnson participated. 
Johnson also is co-founder of the Spokane Scholars Foundation, 
which annually awards six $3,000 grants to outstanding students, 
and he is president of the Inland Northwest Blood Center Board. 

Brock Phillips, '73, is an attorney with a firm in San Francisco 
that specializes in health law. He recently joined the board of 
directors of the California Society of Health Care Attorneys. 

Ellen Watts iodine, '7 4, has been named Volunteer of the Year 
for Alameda Elementary School in Portland, where she coordi
nated a family math and sciences program. She also is an active 
volunteer at Grant High School and Beaumont Middle School in 
Portland. 

Nola Nahulu, '75, served as choral director of the Hawaii 
Opera Theatre's presentations of Tam1hii11ser and Rigoletto in 
January and February. She is in her 10th season with the Hawaii 
Youth Opera Chorus, and also lectures on Hawaiian choral music 
at the University of Hawaii at Manca. She serves as choral 
director of the Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club and the 
J<awaiahao Church and as president-elect of the executive boards 
of the Hawaii Chapter of the American Choral Director's 
Association and the Society of General Music. 

Michael and Gale Richardson Gropp, '76, moved to the Bay 
Area after living in Europe for six years. Michael is chief 
compliance officer of Guidant Corporation, a leading manufac· 
turer of medical devices. 

James Dougan, '80, has been granted tenure and promoted to 
associate professor of psychology at Illinois Wesleyan University 
in Bloomington, Illinois. Dougan earned his master's and doctoral 
degrees from Washington State University. He has been on the 
faculty at IWU since 1990. 

John Webber, '80, lives in Halberstadt, Germany, where he is 
associate director of the local opera company. In 1993 he married 
Anja Securius, a mezzosoprano and native of Offenbach, 
Germany. He encourages Whitties "vintage 1977-1983" who are in 
Germany to visit or drop a line. His address is: Suedstr.64, D-
38820 Halberstadt, Germany. His email address is: 
jlweb@webber.boerde.de 

John Hanson, '81, was granted tenure at the University of 
Puget Sound. An assistant professor, his field is bio-organic 
chemistry. 

Scott McLean, '86, is assistant professor of political science at 
Quinnipiac College, Hamden, Connecticut. He is a weekly 
commentator on the 1996 presidential campaign for local radio. 

Vonda Sargent, '86, has joined Foster Pepper & Shefelman as 
an attorney with the .firm's employment and labor and litigation 
groups in Seattle. She earned her J.D. from the University of 
Puget Sound School of Law, where she received a merit scholar
ship and was president of the Black Law Students Association. 

Valerie Street, '87, received her Ph.D. in molecular pharmacol
ogy at the University of Washington in October. She is completing 
her first post-doctorate position, also at the University. 

Doug Baynham, '88, is executive team member of operations 
for Sunrise Assisted Living in Redmond, Washington. Baynham 
has an M.BA in finance from the University of Washington. 

John Burpee, '89, a Navy lieutenant, spent six months in the 
Persian Gulf with Fighter Squadron 14 7 aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Nimitz. Burpee's squadron is based at Naval Air 
Station Lemoore, California. He flies the F/ A-18C Hornet, a 
twin-engine supersonic strike fighter. 
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Michael Lojek, '91, is in law school at the University of Idaho 
in Moscow. His e-mail address is: lojek94l@uidaho.edu 

Erin Wilson, '91, is an accountant for American Cultural 
Exchange in Seattle. 

Shintaro Sasaki, '92, has been transferred to Tokyo after 
two years in the United Kingdom. His e-mail address is: 
ssasaki@csfp.uk.co 

Kelly Tysseling, '92, received her master's degree in animal 
science from Washington State University. 

Anne Crump, '93, received a master's degree in chemistry 
from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, in May, 1995. 

Mike Rogoway, '93, joined the news department of the 
Enumclaw, Washington, Co11rier-Herald as the education reporter. 
He previously taught first grade in China. 

Deborah Groff, '94, Canby, Oregon, is working on her master's 
degree in education at Pacific University and student teaching at 
Tualatin High Schoo\. 

Marriages 
Benjamin Farrell, '84, to Kassia Napacienski. August 28, 1995, 
in Redmond, Washington. Ben is a geologist with PRC Environ
mental in Seattle. 

Brian Muir, '84, to Michelle Brilhante, October 28, 1995, in 
Waikaloa, Hawaii. The couple lives in Mill Valley, California. 

John Boyden, '87, to Neece Larhe Amodei, May 19, 1995, in 
Reno, Nevada. Whitties in the wedding party included Stuart 
Mills, '87, Eric Hayashi, '87, Doug Federspiel, '86, Paul 
Turcke,'87, and Bret Emmerich, '87. John practices law in 
Reno with Jenkins & Frey. 

Jeff Rolston, '87, to Helen Clemmer, December 31, 1994, in 
Tucson, Arizona. He expects to graduate from the University of 
Arizona in May with a degree in architecture. 

Julie Myers, '88, to Aron Thomas, June 17, 1995. They live in 
Chicago where Julie works at Roseland Christian Health Center. 

HelenKaye Tanaka, '88, to Al Chang, December 16, 1995, in 
College Place, Washington. HelenKaye teaches English in Osaka. 

Eric Rovner, '89, to Amy Sasinawski, August 19, 1995, in Palo 
Alto, California. The couple resides in Owings Mills, Maryland. 

Driss Bennani, '90, to Julie Slocum, '90, August 5, 1995, in 
Seattle. Participating in the wedding were Erik Spence, '90, 
Brian Darby, '90, Mike Preacher,'90, Geary Eppley, '90, 
Sarah Dohrmann-Batten, '90, and Heather Blaine
McCurdy, '90. 

Alan Gibson, '85, to Kristin Turner, '93, September 16, 
1995, in Yakima. Kristin is a business analyst at SAFECO in 
Seattle. Alan received a master's degree in business administra
tion from Seattle University and is the owner of Virginia Cabinets 
of Bellevue. 

Charles Rutledge, '92, to Elizabeth Undsay,'90, September 
2, 1995, in Bellevue, Washington. 111e couple recently earned 
master's degrees from Ball State University in Indiana. Elizabeth 
earned hers in counseling psychology; Charles, in social [lSychology. 

Muriel Elizabeth Corning, '91, to Jim Wheeler, September 2, 
1995, aboard the Spirit of Chicago. Beth is an account manager for 
HBO & Company. Whitties may contact them at Compuserve 
#76155, 3027, or at 1351 N. Wolcott Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622. 

Eric Leonhardt, '91, toAmySue Buckley, '87, July 29, 1995, 
in Walla Walla. The wedding party included Rachel Brown 
Chidsey, '87, Charles Leitch, '91, and Chris Swanson, '92. 
Eric is working in a Cadillac plant in Detroit, where he welcomes 
correspondence at 47001 Waters Edge Lane #A211, Belleville, MI 
48111. AmySue will finish the school year teaching in Walla Walla 
before joining Eric. 

Dirk Muse, '91, to Samantha Henney, '94, July 29, 1995, in 
Seattle, Washington. The wedding party included best man Brian 
Alley, '92, groomsmen Bill Clarke, '92, Seth Restaino, '91, 
Brett Deuter, '91, and Mike McNaul, '92, bridesmaid 
Linette Vaughn, '95, and attendants Sarah Baird, '95, and 
Saran Wolfe, '96. 

Mark Buries, '92, to Jessica Harris, '92, August 5, 1995, 
in Portland, Oregon. The wedding party included Karin 

Correction 
TI1e obituary notice for Lucille Jacobs Forbes, '41, 
(W1zitma11 magazine, Winter 1995) neglected to mention two 
family members who attended Whitman: her daughter Barbara 
Forbes, '70, and her granddaughter Dawn Forbes, '93. 

CIASS NOTES 
Armstrong, '93, Chelsea Marsch, '93, Jeaneva Perez, '93, 
Hans Notenboom, '93, and Michael Buries, '96. Mark and 
Jessica live in Washington, D.C., where he is at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, and she 
works for the American Physical Therapy Association. 

Neeley Dillon Wells, '93, to Doug Wells, October 7, 1995, in 
Portland, Oregon. The wedding party included Terri Burk, '93, 
Alyssa Pace Lenhart, '93, Chelsea Marsh, '93, Jill 
Norman, '93, Erin Johnson, '93, and Megan Simmons, '93. 

Births 
To Bert Kreitlow, '82, and Amy Cropper, '85, a daughter, 
Millie Cropper, born June 2, 1995. Amy is assistant professor of 
art at Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Bert is working 
on a Ph.D. in Latin American history at the University of Iowa. 

To Cindy Strong, '82, and Marty St. Clair, a daughter, Maggie 
Strong, born September 3, 1994. She joins brother Jeffrey, 4. 

To Andy Gardner, '85 and Midge Thomas, '84, a son, Jesse 
1110mas, born May 16, 1995. "In August we moved to New 
Jersey, where Midge is an assistant professor of music theory at 
Rutgers University. Andy is a stay-at-home dad. We'd love to hear 
from friends at 16 Clay Street, North Brunswick, NJ 08902." 

To Andy and Kathy Willmorth Clark; '86 and '88, a 
daughter, Allison, born June 4, 1995. 

To Jim and Kathy Renschler Falconer, '88, a son, Matthew 
Christopher, born July 29, 1995. Matt joins sister Sara, 2. 

To David Atwill, '89, and Yang Yurong, a son, Peter 
Christophe, born February 8, 1996, in Walla Walla. David is 
finishing his doctoral degree in Asian history at the University of 
Hawaii. Peter is the grandson of Sally Rodgers, '7 4, and John 
Atwill III, '62. His uncles include John Atwill IV, '83, and 
Geoff Atwill, '85. 

Deaths 
Louella Armentrout Pickering, '23, January 26, 1996, 
in Farmingdale, New York. She was an organist and choral 
director educated at the Chicago Musical College and The 
Juilliard School. Her husband, Thomas Pickering, '23, 
preceded her in death. 

Thelma Leonard Sitton, '23, October 8, 1995, in Ritzville, 
Washington. She and her husband Virgil Sitton farmed in 
Washtucna, Washington, for over 30 years. 

F. Waldo Carlson, '24, February 4, 1996, in Puyallup, 
Washington. Carlson held a master's degree in personnel from 
Columbia University. During his career, he taught school. 
managed the Southwestern Washington Fair, worked for the 
Auburn Chamber of Commerce, and managed a food processing 
business in California. He was associate director of the Washing· 
ton State Historical Society during the Washington Territorial 
Centennial in 1953. 

Edward Van Winkle, '30, February 5, 1996, in Portland. 
He attended Whitman from 1925-27, graduated from the 
University of Oregon, and earned a B.F.S. from Georgetown 
University. He owned the Prineville Insurance Agency from 1941 
until his retirement in the mid-1970s. His wife, Ellen Hazeltine, 
'29, and daughter, Sally Van Winkle Rohne, '65, preceded 
him in death. 

Elizabeth. "Betty" Cameron, '32, March 11, 1996, in San 
Diego. She earned a master's degree in social work and held 
positions with several agencies in California. During World War 
II, she earned the rank of lieutenant in the WAVES. Later, she 
taught social work at Boston University, and retired in the 1970s. 
Among survivors are her cousins Virginia Davenport Stearns, 
'38, Richard Davenport, '43, and Robert Davenport, '49. 

Edward L. Nelson, '33, November 12, 1995, in TI1e Dalles, 
Oregon. In 1943 he enlisted in the Navy and was stationed in the 
Aleutian Islands as a member of the Seabees. Returning to The 
Dalles, he worked as a bartender at The Mint until 1959 when he 
went to work for The Dalles Soda Works. He retired in 1972. 

Roy Saunders, '33, October 17, 1995, in Corvallis, Oregon. 
After receiving his master's and doctoral degrees from the 
University of Minnesota in 1946, he took a post as associate 
professor of mathematics at Oregon State University. He retired 
from OSU in 1977 with the title of professor, emeritus. He 
enjoyed playing tennis and was an avid reader. Among his 
survivors are his sister-in-law Doris Burch Saunders, '47, and 
niece Janet Saunders Smith, '81. 

Jess Baker, '36, November 16, 1995, in Ontario, Oregon. A 
graduate of the University of California optometry school at 
Berkeley, Baker practiced in Ontario, Oregon, for 43 years until 
his retirement in 1981. He was an accomplished archer who won 
several titles and designed and built the Baker Bow. He and his 
wife, Erma, also farmed land overlooking the Snake River. Baker 

was known for his many years of service to Ontario's athletic 
programs. After he retired, he served as assistant track coach at 
Ontario High School. 

Patrick O'Reilly, '38, March 13, 1996, in Columbia, Missouri. A 
Missouri resident since 1981, O'Reilly retired in 1977 as weekend 
news director at KNXT television in Los Angeles, where he had 
worked for 20 years. Earlier in his career he had been radio and 
television news director for ABC in Los Angeles and had received 
several awards including an Emmy as co-producer of 171e Big 
News, the nation's first hour-long evening newscast. During the 
War, O'Reilly served in the U.S. Merchant Marines in the Pacific 
Theater. Among his survivors is his daughter Kathleen O'Reilly, 
'68. The family suggests that memorials be made to the Ruth 
Reynolds Endowment for the Archives at Whitman College. 

Harold Heidenreich, '40, January 26, 1996, in Bellevue, 
Washington. During a career that spanned 33 years, Heidenreich 
taught and coached at Tahoma, then in schools in Renton and 
Arlington, Washington. He was principal at Arlington High for 
one year before moving to Bellevue High School, where he 
served as principal for 18 years. He also refereed high school 
sporting events and coached Little League. Among bis survivors 
is his wife, Roberta Hughett Heidenreich, '39, and daughter 
Jani Heidenreich Habersetzer, '65. 

Overseer, emeritus, 
Sarah Moores Walker, '35 

V rom the day she arrive.din WallaWalla 
I'on, a train from Fayetteville, Tennessee, 
Sarah Moores Walker, '35, chiu:med the 
Whitman community with her southern aGcent 
After her graduation, she remained devoted to 
Whitman. and supported the College avidly until 
her death on J anuar;y 20, 1996. A Whitman 
College overseer, emeritus, she dedicated her 
life to raising her son and daughter and helping 
her husband establish a metal industry busi
ness which is still p.r;osperous. 

Walker worked to better her community by 
suppoliting sever.al charitable organizations and 
volunteering at the YMCA and in local pre
schaols. She never forgot Whitman and re. 
mained involved in Delta Gamma sorority, 
participating in the annual DG Founder's Day 
celebration for many years. Last summer she 
returned for her 60th class reunion bringing a 
100-pound brass anchor which is now a campus 
fixture and tribute to her memory. 

Marilyn Walton Chamberlin, '50, March 4, 1996, in Pasco, 
Washington. She was a homemaker who a\so assisted her 
husband, Robert Chamberlin, '51, in family business ventures. 
Active in Delta Gamma sorority, she received a Cabe! Award for 
her work organizing clinics and testing children's eyes. She was a 
member of the Mid-Columbia Sym[lhony board, president of the 
Symphony Guild, and a volunteer for the Tri-City Water Follies. 
Among her survivors are her husband and sister Shirley Walton 
Hicks, '46. 

Margaret Dillard Harr, '51, September 1995. A homemaker 
and mother of two sons, Harr lived in Northridge, California, at 
the time of her death. 

Jeanne Hills Leslie, '51, October 25, 1995, in La Mesa, 
California. After attending Whitman she graduated from the 
University of Washington. She was a homemaker and worked 
as a secretary for a real estate firm. 

Mont.e Morrison, '52, February 5, 1996, in Gig Harbor, 
Washington. He received an M.EA from the University of 
Oregon and studied at Ruskin School of Fine Arts, Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford, England. He taught art at Weslyan College 
in Macon, Georgia, before joining the University of Puget Sound 
faculty in 1963. Most recently he taught art at Tacoma Commu
nity College. Since 1958 he has been included in Wlio's Wlw in 
America11 Art. 

Connie Ruggles Fastabend, '55, December 3, 1995, in Seattle. 
She attended Whitman and Portland Business College, then 
worked in Portland, Oregon. She enjoyed singing in choirs, 
creating artwork, and volunteering with Appleseed Gallery in 
Kennewick, t11e Allied Arts Association, and The Watercolor 
Society. 
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1996 Sun Yalley 

Swing along with a Whittie crowd at the sixth 
annual Sun Valley Jazz Festival October 17-20. 

Great music by 25 of the best professional 
Dixieland bands from all over the country. 

Magnificent Idaho mountain vistas. Hot tips on 
the music and the bands from Whitman 

faculty jazzrnan David Glenn. 

Accommodations nt Sun Valley's beautiful 
Elkhorn Lodge. Register soon by contacting Alumni House, 
(509) 527-5167. The cost including entrance to aU events and 

four nights lodg'ings is $325 (single ocaupancy) and $225 
(each, double occupancy). 

Commencement: May 19 
The Class of 1996 will gather for a Baccalaureate 

program at 9 a.m. Sunday, May 19, in Catharine 
Chism Auditorium in the Hall of Music 

Following Baccalaureate, Commencement 
exercises will begin at 11 a.m. on the lawn in front of 
Memorial Building. U.S. Senator Mark 0. Hatfield of 
Oregon will present the Commencement address. 

Weekend events include: 
• Shakespeare's As You Like It, a production by 

Harper Joy Theatre, May 16, 17, and 18 at 8 p.m. 
For reservations, call the theater, (509) 527-5180. 

• The Phi Beta Kappa Luncheon and annual meet
ing, Saturday, May 18, 12:30 p.m. All members are 
invited. Reservations are necessary. Call Alumni 
House, (509) 527-5167. 

• Reception for graduates and their families and 
guests, Saturday, May 18, 4-5:30 p.m., backyard of 
Penrose House, 515 Boyer Avenue. 

• Dinner for alumni, trustees, overseers, and invited 
guests, Saturday May 18, 6 p.m., Cordiner Hall 
Foyer. By reservation only. Call Alumni House, 
(509) 527-5167. 
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• Planetarium demonstration conducted by profes
sor of astronomy Kate Bracher, Saturday, May 18, 
9 p.m., Charles F. Clise Planetarium. 

• Light lunch for graduating seniors, families, 
guests, and faculty hosted by the College, follow
ing Commencement, Sunday, May 19, north side 
of Memorial Building. 

Information and schedules will be available at 
Alumni House, 219 Marcus St 

SOth Reunion 
The class of 1946 will celebrate its 50th anniver

sary. Members of the class will march in the Com
mencement processional and attend a variety of 
events throughout the weekend, May 16-19. 

Senior Alumni College 
Experts with experience on an international scale 

will conduct sessions at the 1996 Senior Alumni 
College June 9-15. The program is titled 'The New 
Global Economy and Its Impact on America's 
Future." 

Summer College 
Whitman professors will conduct seminars on the 

philosophy, literature, science, and culture of the 
Renaissance at the 1996 Whitman Summer College 
June 16-22 on the campus. AU alumni, parents, and 
friends are invited to participate. The program 
includes art and music workshops, a geology field 
trip, and fitness and sports activities, ~s well as 
activities for children ages 5-14. 

Homecoming and Speech 
Be Debate Reunion 

A rousing election year "Whitman Convention" 
crowns the schedule of events for Homecoming 
1996, September 27-29. The College's first-ever 
speech and debate reunion will feature lighthearted 
debates and soapbox oratory. Organizers David 
Hackett, '88, and Erik Highberg, '88, are looking for 
volunteers for these events. Everyone is invited to 
attend and root for the most eloquent individuals and 
teams. Meanwhile the classes of 1971, 1976, 1981, 
1986, and 1991 will celebrate reunions. 

Trips and Tours 
June 12-20: A literary tour of Dublin and the west 
of Ireland led by professor of English John Desmond. 

July 7-12: A raft trip on the Middle Fork of the 
Salmon River. Ben Mitchell, director of Sheehan 
Gallery, will discuss the literature of natural history 
of the intermountain West. 

August 2-4: Whitman in Ashland weekend at the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival with associate profes
sor of English Roberta Davidson. 

September 3-27: "Cultural Treasures of China," a 
tour of China led by dean of faculty and professor of 
history David Deal. 

For information, call Alumni House, (509) 527-5167 
or e-mail Sally Rodgers at rodgers@whitman.edu 

This lanky fellow stood In a timeless frisbee-launchlng 
pose near Maxey Hall early this spring. Created by senior 
art major David Sprunger, the sculpture was one of four In 

a WOik titled "'Whitman': Ultimate Frisbee." 
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