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Inside News
The Walla Walla Community Coun-
cil and Commmitment to Commu-
nity met this past Monday to narrow 
down a list of goals for the local re-
gion. 

PAGE 3

WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE? 

A&E
The Fort Walla Walla Museum has a 
new quilt display entitled “Sewn into 
History.” 
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Feature
Writer Pippa Biddle came to campus 
last week to discuss voluntourism 
and the role of international travel in 
volunteer work. 
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Opinion
Whitman senior Dani Hupper con-
tributes an opinion-editorial about 
why students should reevaluate the 
presence of Greek life on campus. 
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Online
Didn’t have the chance to read last 
week’s articles? Catch up online! 
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T     he Whitman Office of Ad-
missions announced on 
September 20 that stand-

ardized tests would no long-
er be mandatory for appli-
cants to Whitman College.

This change comes on the 
heels of a nearly unanimous 
vote by faculty on September 7 
to erase the wording in the Fac-
ulty Code that required stand-
ardized tests for admission. The 
vote was prompted when a com-
mittee from the admissions of-
fice led by Dean of Admission 
and Financial Aid Tony Cabasco 
and the Admission and Financial 
Aid Faculty Committee present-
ed research explaining the ben-
efits of test-optional admission.

The actual vote did not 
change the Whitman admis-
sion policy automatically, but it 
did remove a section from the 
Faculty Code requiring stand-
ardized tests, such as ACT and 
SAT, in a Whitman application. 
The Admissions Department 
was then free to pursue chang-
ing the admission policy to test-
optional for the upcoming year.  

Tony Cabasco, Dean of Ad-
mission and Financial Aid, 
spoke about the positive chang-
es the new test-optional ap-
plication process will bring.

“Our staff can contextual-
ize test scores and take them into 
proper account in context of the 
other application credentials.  
Our process is more forgiving 
of students who have excelled in 
rigorous courses, wrote reason-
ably well, were engaged in their 
school and community and may 
have more modest scores than 
of students for whom the test 
scores was their only strength. 
A test-optional admission ap-
proach actually aligns well with 
our current practice,” Cabasco 
wrote in an email to The Wire.

Kurt Hoffman, Whitman 
physics professor and a mem-
ber of the Admission and Fi-
nancial Aid faculty commit-
tee, discussed the nature of 
the ongoing conversation.

“I’ve heard this idea dis-
cussed in the past. There 
was a student resolution by 
ASWC concerning making 
this change, and there have 
been conversations for sever-
al years about moving towards 
this position,” Hoffman said.

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

Cowboy hats and country 
music: the two things that 
many Whitman students 

initially envision when picturing 
the Pendleton Round-Up. Upon 
visiting, however, one realizes 
that the Round-Up is a significant 
cultural celebration for rodeo fans 
and local Native Americans alike.

The Pendleton Round-
Up is an annual rodeo festi-
val held in Pendleton, Ore-
gon. As one of the premier ro-
deos in the United States, the 
Round-Up draws yearly crowds 

of over 50,000 people. This 
year’s 106th anniversary Round-
Up took place September 14-17.

While the four day event 
features a “Westward Ho! Pa-
rade” and “Happy Canyon Indi-
an Pageant and Wild West Show,” 
the main attraction is the dai-
ly four hour rodeo. There are 
several horse events like bare-
back riding and barrel racing, 
as well as many cattle relat-
ed events including steer roping, 
steer wrestling and bull riding.

The overwhelming respect 
everyone in the crowd has for the 
Round-Up is tangible. This re-
spect is largely what sets Pendle-

ton apart from other, equally fa-
mous rodeos. Between hefty sips 
of beer, a 60-year-old Round-
Up volunteer named Dean stat-
ed that any prize at the Round-
Up “is the most coveted award 
in the world of rodeo.” Dean has 
attended some of the Nation’s 
largest rodeos (Cheyenne, Tuc-
son, etc.), but claimed that Pen-
dleton is  “the best,” and the 
“one that sticks out the most.”

From a sports perspec-
tive, much of Pendleton’s 
high reputation is due to the 
Round-Up’s world famous us-
age of a grass field in the mid-
dle of the stadium, the arena’s 

vast size and the event’s history.
Robin Walters, a 64-year-

old rodeo veteran from Norman, 
Oklahoma claimed that Pendle-
ton in particular “gives a glimpse 
of a lifestyle a lot of people don’t 
understand.” He also touched on 
the rodeo’s history stating that he 
“appreciates the tradition and lo-
cal support of the Round-Up... 
it’s my favorite one right here.”

However, a great deal of re-
spect for the Round-Up can be 
attributed to the high involve-
ment in the event by the lo-
cal Umatilla, Cayuse, Nez 
Perce and Walla Walla Tribes.

see ADMISSIONS, page 2

Whitman 
Admissions 
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process

Whitman welcomes new Sexual Assault 
Victims Advocate

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

see ADVOCATE, page 2

by ELEANOR MATSON
Staff Reporter

Hailey Powers, Whitman’s 
new Sexual Assault Vic-
tims Advocate, will be-

gin work on campus this week. 
Employed by the local YWCA, a 
sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence response organization with 
a branch in Walla Walla, she will 
remain independent from Whit-
man College, even though her 
office will be located in Hunt-
er Conservatory on campus.

The Whitman administra-
tion made the decision last year 
to create a specific job for the 
Sexual Assault Victims Advo-
cate. As of last year, Associ-
ate Dean of Students Barbara 
Maxwell held the position of 
Sexual Assault Victims Advo-
cate, but due to the conflict be-
tween this job and her role as 
Greek Life Advisor amongst oth-
er roles Maxwell fulfills, the ad-
ministration thought it best to 
separate the role of the Sexu-

al Assault Victims Advocate.
“Even if you put that role 

with someone else at the college, 
there is still that potential con-
flict of interest,” Dean of Stu-
dents Chuck Cleveland explained 
as to why the new position will 
not be employed by the college. 
“We were looking for an alterna-
tive, we were looking for some-
thing separate from the college. 
[The YWCA] has a long stand-
ing reputation with working 
with sexual violence, with vic-
tims’ advocacy...and they are in-
dependent from the college.”

The relationship between 
Whitman and the YWCA will 
be much like the relationship be-
tween Spokane’s Gonzaga Uni-
versity and its local YWCA. 
The YWCA in Spokane em-
ploys Gonzaga University’s 
Sexual Assault Victims Ad-
vocate. Gonzaga’s Sexual As-
sault Victims Advocate quick-
ly became the model that Whit-
man and the YWCA decided 
to use when creating this job.

Based on that model, Pow-
ers will be on campus 20 hours 
a week, and within the great-

er Walla Walla community for 
another 20. However, the di-
rector of the YWCA, Anne-
Marie Schwerin, assured 
that this schedule is flexible.

“If she needs to be here for 
40 hours a week, then that’s just 
the way it is,” Schwerin said. 

Powers’ job will be “to 
walk alongside and provide sup-
port, not to judge, decide or 
tell people what to do,” Shw-
erin defined. The new advo-
cate is “here to support vic-
tims and survivors on their jour-
ney and our approach is that it 
is all about self-determination.”

Another benefit that the 
YWCA will provide is a stricter 
confidentiality between the advo-
cate and the victim. The previous 
Victims Advocate’s confidential-
ity was granted by Whitman, but 
if it was questioned in a court of 
law their confidentiality would 
not stand up due to the Clery Act. 
The Clery Act requires all col-
leges and universities that par-
ticipate in federal financial aid 
keep a record of all crimes com-
mitted on campus, including in-
cidents of sexual assault. Schw-
erin emphasized that this would 
not be the case with the YWCA.

“The YWCA’s advocates 
are not mandated Clery report-
ers so anything a student says 
in her or his meeting with an ad-
vocate, that is so confidential, 
so private—[they] can’t say a 
word to anybody without writ-
ten consent,” Schwerin said.

The decision to hire a new 
Sexual Assault Victims Advocate 
was reinforced by the demands 
and protest of the Vigilante Fem-
inist group last April. Both the 
administration and the Vigilan-
te Feminists have been working 
throughout the summer to discuss 
issues of sexual assault on cam-
pus. According to both Cleve-
land and senior Maia Watkins, 
former member  of the Vigilan-
te Feminists, the meetings they 
had were very productive, yet 
they both believed that the con-
versations need to continue and 
must include more of the campus.

Many around campus 
were pleasantly surprised by 
the administration’s decision.

“We were looking for an 
alternative, we were 
looking for someone 
separate from the 
college. [The YWCA] 
has a long standing  
reputation with 
working with sexual 
violence, with victim’s 
advocacy...and they are 
independent from the 
college.”
Chuck Cleveland
Dean of Students

see ROUND-UP, page 5     

HEAD DOWN TO THE ROUND-UP

The Pendleton Round-Up has been integrating Western and Native American culture since 1910. Photo by Natalie Mutter.

YWCA employee seeks to serve students
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“The decision is a huge 
change we really didn’t expect...
that for me is huge that they not 
only listened to us but did some-
thing outside of the box...work-
ing with a resource [the YWCA] 
that is very knowledgeable in 
the community,” Watkins said.

Powers recently finished a 
graduate program at the Univer-
sity of Chicago where her the-
sis focused on the issues of cam-
pus sexual assault. Before that 
she received her undergradu-
ate degree from the University 
of Montana-Missoula where her 
senior thesis focused on a sexu-
al assault incident that happened 
there while she was a student.

Powers will likely begin this 
week with tentative office hours 
and scheduled appointments. In 
the meantime, anyone in need 
of help should call the YWCA.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to making a change,” Pow-
ers said. “The effect we have 
here goes beyond the campus.”

from ADVOCATE, page 1

Hailey Powers, the new Sexual Assault Victims Advocate, poses for a photo in Reid. Photo by Samarah Mendez

Police Shooting in Oklahoma

A video showed unarmed, 
40-year-old black man, Terence 
Crutcher, being shot by a police 
woman in Tulsa, Okla. on the 21st. 
Crutcher’s SUV broke down on 
the side of the road when the police 
found him. The police woman’s at-
torney claims that it appeared that 
Crutcher was reaching for a weap-
on inside of his car, but the attor-
ney for Crutcher’s family claims 
that the window to the car was shut.

Ceasefire Unravels

A ceasefire in Syria unrav-
elled when the United States and 
Russia when a U.S. led coali-
tion killed dozens of soldiers who 
worked for the Syrian government 
last Saturday. The U.S. and Russia 
were going to coordinate airstrikes 
against Syrian terrorist groups un-
til this attack happened. This has 
increased tension between the 
U.S. and Russian governments. 

A bomb was detonated in 
New York City on Saturday, Sep-
tember 17th. 29 people were in-
jured in New York’s Chelsea neigh-
borhood, but no injuries were fa-
tal. The suspect Ahmad Khan Ra-
hami is now in custody after a 
shootout with New Jersey police. 

 

HINDSIGHT by CHRISTY CARLEY & GEORGIA LYON
News Editors

Source: CNNSource:  The Washington Post

U.N. Takes Stand Against 
Superbugs

The United Nations agreed to 
a pledge to fight antibiotic resistant 
bacteria (superbugs) on September 
21. This decision was made because 
a failure to address the issue of anti-
biotic resistant bacteria would make 
people sicker and reduce global GDP. 

Source: NPR

Charlotte in State of 
Emergency 

Los Angeles police found an 
unidentified knife on O.J. Simp-
son’s former estate. The now-re-
tired police officer from the origi-
nal trial was given the knife for in-
vestigation, and the Los Angeles po-
lice are currently in the process of fo-
rensically analyzing the knife. The 
knife does not meet the descrip-
tion of the knife used in the stab-
bing deaths over twenty years ago. 

Source: Los Angeles Times

Bombing in New York City

Source: CNN,  The New York Times

NEW SAVA 
JOINS 

WHITMAN 
COMMUNITY

Whitman English profes-
sor Theresa DiPasquale sees 
this shift towards test-option-
al admission as a way to in-
clude more applicants from 
more diver   se backgrounds.

“Many students, regard-
less of how they do on the test, 
do not feel that those are the best 
way to represent their abilities,” 
DiPasquale said. “For whatev-
er reason the standardized test 
didn’t go well–whether it be an 
illness when they took it, or in-
come inequality, cultural bias 
that makes it difficult to take the 
test, some sort of learning disa-
bility that makes it difficult to 
take the test, whatever it might 

be, that might not prevent them 
from doing well at Whitman.” 

Melissa Clearfield also 
thought that the possibili-
ty of standardized tests be-
coming optional would bene-
fit students who are not normal-
ly considered for acceptance.

“There should be other 
ways to evaluate whether a po-
tential student will succeed 
at Whitman,” Clearfield said.

Some of the other ways that 
the admissions team would eval-
uate students include focus on 
“academic achievement, rigor 
of courses taken, application es-
says, breadth and depth of in-
volvement, special talents–in 
art, theater, leadership, music, 

athletics, etc–letters of recom-
mendations, work history, inter-
views and the context of an ap-
plicant’s school and communi-
ty,” Cabasco wrote in an email.

Cabasco spoke to the expec-
tations that the change to a test-
optional application process will 

affect who applies to Whitman.
“We don’t expect to see a 

dramatic change in the qual-
ity of the applicants or en-
rolled students, but I would 
hope that we would see a more 
socioeconomically and ethni-
cally diverse applicant pool,” 
Cabasco wrote in an email.

Some faculty, including Kurt 
Hoffman, believe that Whitman 
becoming test-optional might not 
change the student population 
as drastically as people expect.

“My sense in looking at 
the studies that have been 
done [is that] I’m not sure it 
changes much, in what Whit-
man will look like or who 
will apply,” Hoffman said.

Many faculty are hope-
ful that this change in admis-
sions policy will give the Ad-
missions office the free-
dom they need to create the 
best possible incoming class.

“The admissions people 
have a very long list of things 
that we’re asking them to hit the 
exact sweet spot on, and they 
are...telling us, in asking for this 
change, that this change will help 
them do that. It will help them 
end up with an entering class 
of first years and transfer stu-
dents that are diverse, prepared 
and likely to do well at Whitman 
and graduate,” DiPasquale said.

from ADMISSIONS, page 1

Corrections to Issue 1

The name of the orientation 
program covering the history 

of the indigenous Cayuse 
tribe is “Home in Pásxapa.” 

“Pásxapa” was misspelled 
throughout the article.

Corrections to Issue 2
The headshots of First Year 

Senate Candidates were 
printed without credit. 

The photographer was Caro-
line Ashford Arya.

The article “IPECC rallies 
against Dakota Access Pipe-
line” had an incorrect byline. 

The article was written by 
Investigative Director Andy 

Monserud.

“Voices from the Commu-
nity” photographer Tywen 

Kelly’s name was misspelled.

The Backpage illustrator’s 
name,Taylor Penner-Ash, was 

misspelled.

The headline “Letter tells 
first years not to rush in Fall”  
was edited after production to 
“Letter encourages first years 

not to rush in Fall.”

Test-Optional Admissions

“I’m really looking 
forward to making a 
change. The effect we 
have here goes beyond 
campus.”
Hailey Powers
Sexual Assault Victims Advocate

SAVA Advocate Clery Act

-Employed by YWCA

-The fact that Powers is not employed by 
college reduces likelihood of conflict of 
interest

-Cannot repeat anything without written 
consent

-Works 20 hours a week at YWCA and 20 
hours a week at Whitman, but has  flexible 
schedule

-This SAVA was modelled after Gonzaga 
University’s SAVA

-Colleges and universities that receive 
federal financial aid must keep record of 
all crimes committed on campus

-Any applicant, student or employee at 
the institution can request statistics about 
crimes

-Applicants, students and employees must 
can have access to all information about 
crimes and crime prevention that are in 
any way related to the college

Information compiled by Georgia Lyon
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Plans for Campus 
Coalition to end sexual 

assault
Junior Catherine Fisher, an 

intern to Associate Dean of 
Students Barbara Maxwell, is 

attempting to start a Coalition to 
End Sexual Assault that would in-
vite diverse groups from around 
Whitman’s campus to converse 
and help support each other’s 
efforts to end sexual assault.

Planning for the coalition is 
still in the preliminary phase, so 
no one knows exactly what the 
group might look like in its fi-
nal form. Generally speaking, 
the representatives from vari-
ous campus clubs and organi-
zations such as All Students for 
Consent (ASC), the Associat-
ed Students of Whitman College 
(ASWC), FACE (Feminists Ad-
vocating for Change and Empow-
erment), Residence Life, Varsi-
ty Athletics and the Greek Sys-
tem would meet twice a month 

to coordinate the various ideas 
they have for ending sexual as-
sault at Whitman. There would 
be one representative from each 
of these groups, except for the 
Greek System, which would 
have one representative for fra-
ternities and another for sorori-
ties. When representatives from 
these various clubs and organi-
zations communicate regularly, 
the hope is that their program-
ming won’t conflict with like it 
occasionally has in the past. In-
stead, all the groups can work to-
gether to publicize each other’s 
educational efforts and events.

According to Maxwell, 
the need for this new coali-
tion arose when she realized 
that campus clubs and organ-
izations often had program-
ming addressing how to end 
sexual assault at similar times, 
which put them in competition 
for the same student audiences.  

“The trigger for this particu-

lar job description was my stu-
dents talking about the fact that 
athletics had done an ‘It’s On 
Us’ campaign...It struck me that 
there are a lot of student groups 
out there doing outreach, ed-
ucation, programming on the 
topic of sexual assault preven-
tion, but that we don’t coordi-
nate that very well,” Maxwell 
said. “Sometimes, without in-
tending—or even knowing—
we step on each other’s toes.”

To encourage more of 
these student organizations 
to work in harmony, Fisher 
felt that communication about 
the different initiatives they 
were taking on would be key.

“I feel like the commu-
nication is not always great, 
which is nobody’s fault, but 
that’s what I am trying to reme-
dy with this group,” Fisher said.

While Fisher has some ide-
as for how she wants to coalition 
to look, she hopes that represent-

atives from various campus or-
ganizations will inform the shape 
that this coalition takes as well.

“I really want to keep it open 
for other people to have a say in 
where the group goes. I don’t 
want it to be my little pet group. 
I will be planning ground rules 
and leading meetings, but I want 
it be something that other peo-
ple have input into,” Fisher said.

Sophomore ASWC Senator 
Caroline Bauwens’ voiced ex-
citement at the possibility of a 
more cohesive effort to end sex-
ual assault all across campus.

“I hope that it will 
help students feel a lot saf-
er...and decrease the num-
ber of sexual assaults that 
happen,” Bauwens said .

Both Fisher and Maxwell 
agreed that The Coalition to 
End Sexual Violence should en-
courage all clubs and organi-
zations who may have new, in-
sightful perspectives to send a 

representative to the meetings.
“The idea with includ-

ing things like Athletics or 
Residence Life is to get out-
side of the echo chamber of 
ASC and FACE and organiza-
tions that have in their mission 
to deal with these issues and in-
stead get some new people into 
the conversation,” Fisher said.

Maxwell believed that the 
best way to end sexual assault 
would be for anyone who was in-
terested to join the conversation.

“Everyone on campus is wel-
come to come to the table and 
participate on this topic. This 
is a campus topic, and anyone 
who wants to work towards end-
ing sexual violence is welcome 
to participate...The more people 
feel welcome to come to the ta-
ble, the more people that are in-
vested in that, the more peo-
ple that are actively working 
on that, the quicker we are go-
ing to get there,” Maxwell said.

by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

Community meeting sets goals

The Walla Walla Commu-
nity Council and the non-
profit Commitment to 

Community hosted a meeting 
and dinner on Monday night at 
the Walla Walla fairgrounds. 
This is the fourth event in a 
string of monthly meetings or-
ganized for local communi-
ty members to gather and dis-
cuss the issues facing the region.

Commitment to Commu-
nity and the Walla Walla Com-
munity Council both gath-
er local residents to discuss is-
sues of community impor-
tance. According to their web-
site, Commitment to Communi-
ty’s mission is to “Build a Strong 
Community through Build-
ing Strong Neighborhoods.” 
They emphasize wanting to 
build community through in-
dividual connections and trust.

The Walla Walla Commu-
nity Council’s goal is to unite 
citizens to create communi-
ty change to help local com-
munities better prepare for fu-
ture growth and challenges. In 
the past, the two organizations 
have worked on projects like en-
hancing recreation opportunities 
and increasing food security.

The idea for these meet-
ings began in Milton Freewater, 
where residents gathered to voice 
concerns and within months be-
gan to see progress on their com-
munity relations and the is-
sues they raised as a collective. 

From there, a few people decid-
ed to lead a similar workshop 
at the Walla Walla prison. Fi-
nally, the idea reached the Wal-
la Walla residential community.

The purpose of Monday’s 
meeting was to narrow down 
a list of 13 possible projects to 
five projects. As the group sat 
down to begin the meeting, the 
project goal for the evening 
was announced: identify com-
munity treasures, develop re-
gional priorities and initiate ac-
tivities that support the vision.

Once seated, audience mem-
bers were asked to write down 
their top priority projects on 
note cards which were later tal-
lied. The top priorities were, in 
order from most important to 
least: access to education, strong 
and diverse economy, health, 
safety and care for nature/com-
mitment to diversity tied for last.

After the tally, attend-
ees were invited to gather into 
smaller groups based on the is-
sue they were most interest-
ed in discussing. An organiz-
er led the conversation in each 
of these groups and residents 

came to conclusions about what 
the source of the issue was 
and where to go from there.  

According to Communi-
ty Council President Roger Es-
parza, “We’re prioritizing our 
goals” by gathering monthly to 
discuss issues facing Walla Wal-
la and work to move forward.

Kyle Mcfarley, a commu-
nity member at the event, said 
that while the meetings some-
times feel like a meet and greet 
for “business people,” he’s ex-
cited if any of the ideas dis-
cussed in the meetings come to 
fruition. He’s been coming to 
the meetings for the past cou-
ple of months and said “the 
proof’s in the pudding” when 
asked if he thought the meetings 
would make a productive dif-
ference to life in Walla Walla.

Mcfarley was excited about 
the “recreation implementation 
plan” which will help clean lo-
cal habitats, a goal that would 
have taken years to accomplish 
without the help of the commu-
nity meetings. Even if the town 
isn’t awarded a federal grant for 
the project, Mcfarley is appre-
ciative for the meeting’s abil-
ity to bring like-minded peo-
ple together. He noted that the 
meetings are good for reaching 
out to other community mem-
bers and discussing change.

“It’s all about getting peo-
ple’s input into what the Wal-
la   community will look 
like in 10 years,” said An-
drew Rodriguez, director of 
Commitment to Community.

by ELIZABETH FRIEDMAN
Staff Reporter

Walla Walla residents prioritize education

ADVERTISEMENT

DOES SOMEONE’S DRINKING BOTHER YOU? 
THERE IS HELP AND SUPPORT IN THE WALLA WALLA AREA. 

CALL: (509) 522-5056
LEARN MORE: WWW.WA-AL-ANON.ORG Junior Catherine Fisher attempts to start Coalition to End Sexual Assault on cam-

pus. Photo by Missy Gerlach

“It’s all about getting 
people’s input into 
what the Walla Walla 
community will look 
like in 10 years.”
Andrew Rodriguez
Director of Commitment to Community
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Fort Walla Walla Museum debuts “Sewn Into 
History: A Century of Quilts” special exhibit

I
nteresting and unique historical 

artifacts are abound at the Fort 

Walla Walla Museum, which 

specializes in local specimens 

from the period preceding World 

War II. Perhaps the most compel-

ling, however, are those that fea-

ture in the museum’s rotating spe-

cial exhibits–and with the open-

ing of “Sewn Into History: A Cen-

tury of Quilts,” the museum’s staff 

and interns have gone the extra mile 

to provide one of their most com-

pelling and detailed exhibitions yet.

The exhibit is the first quilt 

show at the museum since 2012. 

It features 21 quilts created be-

tween 1840 and 1939. Some adorn 

the walls of the gallery and oth-

ers rest folded on tables. Many 

of the quilts feature short biogra-

phies of their creators and some are 

even paired with dressed-up man-

nequins representing the wom-

en who stitched them together.

Many around the com-

munity are excited to have a 

quilt show back at the museum.

“We had a lot of people that 

were super excited that we were 

doing a quilt show in part be-

cause we hadn’t had one for a num-

ber of years,” Museum Collec-

tions Manager Laura Shulz said.

While a typical quilt show is 

one the museum’s easiest instal-

lations, the new show required 

much more background work 

to produce a workable exhibit.

“There were enough never-

before-displayed quilts that [the 

staff] did have to write the text and 

such from scratch,” Shulz said.

Additionally, Schulz and 

her team took on the task of un-

covering the details of the 

women behind the quilts.

“This was something that 

we’d hoped to do for a number 

of years,” Schulz said. “We had 

quilts that were more promising to 

be able to obtain the actual infor-

mation [than in previous years].”

An invaluable asset for Schulz 

in conducting this research was 

Whitman senior Groover Snell, 

who joined Fort Walla Walla Mu-

seum as an intern in May and con-

tinued through August. Snell 

worked on a number of projects dur-

ing the summer, including a pro-

ject on regional Latino history and 

setting up a new exhibit on cav-

alry swords. His skills came in 

handy when the research process 

for “Sewn Into History” began.

Snell’s primary work on the 

exhibition included family histo-

ry research and looking for obit-

uaries of the women who made 

the quilts. To complete this, Snell 

used a variety of different tools 

like ancestry.com and microfilm 

from the Penrose Library archives.

Even with these resources at 

his disposal, Snell noted that dif-

ficulties and complications still 

arose in the research process.

“We were having a really hard 

time getting information for one 

lady,” Snell said. “Some of the docu-

ments on ancestry.com said she was 

married at this time and had a kid, 

and her obituary didn’t mention im-

portant facts or had slightly different 

dates, and the stories we got from the 

donor were also a little different.”

In that case, part of the dif-

ficulties stemmed from the 

fact that the woman being re-

searched was divorced, which car-

ried a stigma and meant it was 

rarely mentioned in obituaries.

Despite the challenges, one of 

the best quilt shows the museum has 

ever had came to fruition as a di-

rect result of Schulz’s involvement.

“If Groover hadn’t been in-

terning this summer, there’s no 

way we could have had enough 

time to do the bios,” Snell said.

Kt Sharkey, the museum’s Store 

Manager, found many interest-

ing details in the quilts on display.

“What I found most interest-

ing[...] is all those tiny tiny little 

stitches,” she said. “When I think 

of a quilt I think of things that are 

pieced together, which is what a 

lot of what those women did, like 

fifty million little tiny stitches to 

piece the whole thing together.”

Sharkey also noted the impor-

tance of the “extra additions” such 

as the biographies and mannequins.

“It gives a face to the peo-

ple that made it with the biogra-

phies, as well as what they made 

the thing on, like why there’s dif-

ferent sewing machines in there, 

and the dress the woman wore, and 

that sort of thing,” Sharkey said.

While the 21 quilts on display 

fill up the entire gallery, there are 

many more in the museum’s col-

lection, allowing the museum to be 

self-sufficient for the current show.

Snell, who continues to work 

for the museum as a communi-

ty fellow, recommended the intern-

ship to other interested students.

“[The museum has] had good 

experiences with Whitman in-

terns, so I think they would be 

happy to have more,” Snell said. 

“It’s definitely a good opportu-

nity for any Whitman students.”

“Sewn Into History: A Cen-

tury of Quilts” is now on display at 

Fort Walla Walla Museum, where it 

will run through the end of the year.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

Lakum Duckum gets 
a new fountain

T
he new fountain in Lakum 

Duckum may have a big-

ger impact on Whitman 

students than one may think. 

Apart from being visually pleas-

ing, it also has ecological, aes-

thetic and health benefits. These 

include controlling the growth 

of algae and providing students 

with a relaxing atmosphere.

The fountain was installed in 

the middle of August. Whitman 

College Landscape Supervisor 

Bob Biles directed the project.

“As the fountain percolates 

up and hits the water, it’s actu-

ally introducing oxygen into the 

water,” Biles said when asked 

why the fountain was installed. 

“The increased oxygen in the 

water helps with the phosphates 

that are created by the organ-

ic matter and the duck feces.”

In other words, the ox-

ygen helps to decay pond 

waste and algae, improv-

ing the overall water quality.

There were also several sec-

ondary reasons for installing the 

fountain. “It’s aesthetically pleas-

ing,” Biles noted. As the fountain 

spray hits the water, patterns are 

created in the pond. Many stu-

dents appear to enjoy this feature.

“It’s pretty, and also re-

laxing,” first-year Vanes-

sa Gomez said. “I think it 

adds character to campus.”

Junior Anna Middleton 

felt “neutral” about the foun-

tain but didn’t mind it. “It seems 

nice,” she said. “I didn’t even re-

alize it was new. I came down 

the other day and I saw it and 

I was like, ‘I don’t think that 

was there before.’ It makes [the 

pond] a little more exciting.”

Health benefits were also 

taken into account during the de-

cision to install the new fountain.

“Research has found that the 

sound of moving water helps to 

relieve people who have depres-

sion,” Biles said. “Some of the re-

search has indicated that the rea-

son why the depression is less-

ened is because of increased ser-

otonin levels in your brain that 

the sound of water stimulates.”

Biles pointed out another in-

teresting fact about the fountain 

when he said, “[The fountain] 

creates white noise and helps to 

blot out a lot of the mechanical 

distractions that go around us in 

our daily lives. Before, you could 

hear the lawnmowers out there. 

You could hear the traffic driv-

ing by when you’re up above.”

However, once one walks 

down the stone steps to the 

bench beside the pond, these 

noises are muffled and almost 

blocked out as the more natu-

ral sound of water from the foun-

tain takes over. This removal 

from the world of constant me-

chanical noise may be a way stu-

dents can find another peace-

ful moment in their busy lives.

Interestingly, the fountain 

is actually floating on the sur-

face of the water. Mr. Biles men-

tioned that a different fountain 

had previously been installed 

around 20 years ago, but it was 

constantly plugged up because it 

worked by sucking water and in-

evitably, debris off the bottom of 

the pond. This new fountain has 

a floating pump and is anchored 

to cement blocks on the floor 

of the pond, thereby prevent-

ing a recurrence of that problem.

It seems as if the fountain 

is, all in all, a beneficial addi-

tion to campus. When the leaves 

start to fall this autumn, the 

fountain may have to be turned 

off because of the clogging that 

could occur. However, students 

can enjoy sitting by the foun-

tain now to find a source of re-

laxation and relief from class-

es and other stressful matters.

Wire Watch
by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Local historical quilts, stitched between 1840 and 1939, are currently on display at a special exhibit in the Fort Walla Walla 
Museum.  Photo by Caroline Arya

The new fountain in Lakum Duckum adds a new aesthetic component to the site, even more so when it is lit up each night. 
Photo by Samarah Mendez

“It’s pretty, and also 
relaxing. I think it adds 
character to campus.”
Vanessa Gomez ‘20
First Year Student

Week of September 22nd

Each Thursday, The Whitman 
Wire highlights several events 
happening on campus or in 

Walla Walla during the weekend. 
Here are this week’s picks:

Walla Walla Corn Maze Opening Day
Thursday, September 22nd, 6 p.m., Walla 

Walla Corn Maze. 

Adam Lau & Jennifer Walsh Bowman 
Performance

Sunday, September 25th, 3:00pm, Chism Hall. 
Free admission.

Walla Walla Diversity Multicultural Arts 
Festival.

Sunday, September 25th, 11:00am, Pioneer 
Park. Free admission.

Instant Play Festival
Saturday, September 24th & Sunday, 
September 25th, 8:00pm, Harper Joy Theatre. 

Free admission for students.

Gran Fondo 5k Run/Cycling Tour
Saturday, September 24th, 7:00am – 2:30 
pm., Walla Walla Community College. $20.00 

admission.

Sharron Matthews
Thursday, September 22nd, 7 p.m., Gesa 

Power House Theatere. $25.00 per ticket. 

Chalk and the Walks with MECCA and THRIVE
Friday, September 23rd, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m., 

Boyer Avenue.
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Pendleton Round-Up lassoes crowds
Native American involve-

ment is unique for rodeos and 
adds to the cultural significance 
of the event. Madeline, a 13 year 
old self-proclaimed cowgirl from 
Colorado stated that she’s “pleased 
to see interaction between Na-
tives and everyone else” and 
that it’s “unique for the rodeo.”

The Native American influ-
ence on the event has been cru-
cial to the Round-Up since its 
conception. Many local tribes 
use the Round-Up as an oppor-
tunity to showcase their her-
itage by dressing in tradition-
al clothing and performing 
songs and dances that have been 
passed down for generations.

The most visibly striking as-
pect of the weekend was the more 
than 300 teepees set up direct-

ly next to the stadium. The of-
tentimes ornately decorated tee-
pees in the Grand Tribal Vil-
lage serve as a temporary home 
for thousands of Native Ameri-
cans that come to celebrate their 
culture at Pendleton every year.

Jenny, a member of the Co-
lumbia River Yakama Nation has 
fond memories of the Tribal Vil-
lage and believes that it serves 
a crucial function. Jenny “grew 
up at the Pendleton Round-Up” 
and shared that the Village al-
lows for the “gathering of many 
different families and allows us 
to catch up and visit. It has al-
ways been that way and it allows 
you to represent your family.”

Kelly, a Pendleton resident 
and member of the Confederat-
ed Tribes of the Umatilla Indi-
an Reservation has been attend-

ing the Round-Up since 1969. Kel-
ly claimed that the event “shows 
what a proud people we are,” and 
that “everyone looks forward to 
participating in it every year” to 
display their heritage. Kelly also 
spoke to what a great honor it is to 
become the winner of the “Hap-
py Canyon Indian Pageant.” Kel-
ly’s sister was the Princess of the 
Pageant in the mid 1970s “after a 
huge amount of hard work” and 
the backing of the Tribe’s elders.

There definitely were mo-
ments at the Round-Up bound to 
have made many Whitman stu-
dents feel uneasy. These large-
ly came at the hands of the ex-
tremely jovial, oftentimes poten-
tially offensive middle-aged men 
that narrated the rodeo. They re-
peatedly drew huge cheers for 
their snide remarks towards wom-

en, including “sometimes the best 
job for a man is for a woman.”

Discomfort aside, the Round-
Up has made tremendous strides 
in recent years to promote the 
event as safe and family friendly, 
On-duty Union County police of-
ficer Butcher had nothing but posi-
tive things to say about the event’s 
upward trajectory in terms of safe-
ty. Butcher claimed “there were 
lots of fights when I first started 
working the Round-Up in 2003” 
and added that Pendleton has 
“done a good job of marketing the 
family aspect” in recent years.

No other U.S. rodeo fea-
tures such a remarkable blend 
of incredible action, histo-
ry and Native American cul-
ture. As Madeline from Colora-
do puts it, “There’s nobody that 
doesn’t know about Pendleton.”

Intramural sports kick off another year 

Now that students have re-
turned to campus for the 
school year, the 2016-

2017 Intramural Sports year is 
finally underway and the IM 
committee, a group of consisting 
of two representatives from each 
grade, are hard at work behind 
the scenes organizing this treas-
ured aspect of Whitman culture.

Intramural Sports is one of 
Whitman’s most popular pas-
times, and around 80 percent 
of students on campus partic-
ipate each year.  The Intramu-
ral Sports schedule is divided 
into two distinct season in the 
Fall and two distinct seasons in 
the Spring.  Football and ten-
nis start the year off and games 
are currently underway across 
campus.  Next up are basketball 
and soccer, two of the most pop-
ular IM sports offered.  Once 
students return from Winter 
Break, and snow covers Ankeny 

Field, the schedule transitions 
to dodgeball and table tennis.  
Lastly, the year comes to a close 
when a triumvirate of sports—
softball, ultimate frisbee and 
volleyball—take center stage.

Most intramural sports are 
separated into two divisions. 
Division 1 is for those who wish 
to compete at the highest lev-
el that intramural sports has to 
offer, while Division 2 is typi-
cally for those who are slight-
ly less experienced and are 
looking for a more lightheart-
ed vibe. The championship 
team in each division is present-
ed with a set of coveted “Blue 
Shirts”, a tradition unchanged 
at Whitman for decades.

Luke Hampton ’16, and the 
current Resident Director of 
Anderson Hall, has been a fre-
quent intramural participant 
throughout the years, and this 
set of experiences has led him 
to believe he has discovered 
the five secrets to intramurals: 
“These are my secrets. Four 

years of experience, seven blue 
shirts, five championship games 
lost ... and it all boiled down to 
this knowledge. Only because 
I’ve graduated will I consid-
er sharing it...the first secret is 
attendance. This is the founda-
tion to every successful intra-
mural team. Second, is strategy. 
Third, is skill. Fourth, is athleti-
cism. And last, but not least, the 
fifth secret, is ... attendance”

Whitman’s program re-
mains student-run through 
the Intramural Committee, a 
group of students whose mis-
sion statement is “to provide a 
safe, fun and competitive envi-
ronment for the student body to 

play sports.”  This committee 
meets regularly to outline rules 
and organize matches at a va-
riety of locations across cam-
pus, depending on the sport.

“I think that the prima-
ry functions of intramurals are 
to give students an opportuni-
ty to meet new people, deep-
en relationships with mem-
bers of their team, and have 
fun in a fitness-based way,”  
said Katharine Curles, Assis-
tant Director of Student Ac-
tivities and faculty advisor 
to the Intramural Committee.

Melissa Lawrence ’18, 
a member of the Intramural 
Committee, highlights that in-
tramurals “are ideal study 
breaks and inclusive to stu-
dents of all athletic abilities...
once you play your first intra-
mural sport you are hooked and 
can’t help but play every sin-
gle other one with your friends.”

The popularity of Whit-
man’s intramural sports has 
been recognized national-

ly, with The Princeton Review 
ranking Whitman #15 for Eve-
ryone Play’s Intramural Sports, 
and BestColleges.com ranking 
Whitman’s intramural sports 
program one of the 50 Best Intra-
mural Sports Programs in 2015.

“I think that they are so 
popular because a lot of students 
played sports in high school 
and are looking for a way to 
continue being athletic in col-
lege without it taking up all of 
their time.” said Ethan Phillips, 
‘19, another member of the In-
tramural Committee. “Anoth-
er thing that I think helps is the 
multitude of sports available so 
everyone can find their niche.”

Lawrence claims “You 
will never regret hitting the 
field with your friends for an 
IM sports matchup, no mat-
ter the sport, so try it because 
they will become some of your 
fondest memories from Whit-
man.” The continued suc-
cess of the program suggests 
she is probably not wrong.

by ARIE KNOPS
Staff Reporter

Before Whitman’s home 
volleyball game on 
Sept. 16, Whitman stu-

dent Cherokee Washing-
ton released a letter of soli-
darity informing the Whit-
man community that she 
would decline to stand during 
the game’s national anthem.

Washington’s letter made 
it clear that her actions were 
in no way intended to “disre-
spect, or disregard acknowl-
edgement of the millions of 
brave American men and 
women who fight for our coun-
try every day,” and she cit-
ed her own family’s involve-
ment with the American mil-
itary. In her letter, Washington 
described how her “posture is 
being taken to signify solidar-
ity, respect, affirmation, and 
support of [her] fellow Black 
and Brown bodied brothers 
and sisters affected by the in-
fringement of civil and hu-
man rights under our na-
tion’s current state of affairs.”

Washington invited any 
members of the community 
at the game to join her in de-
clining to stand in an effort to 
promote community solidar-
ity and peaceful measures of 
protest on Whitman’s campus. 
Her message has been accept-

ed by many at Whitman, in-
cluding athletic director Dean 
Snider. “I support any per-
son’s right to voice or act in 
respectful social protest ... I 
have great re-
spect for Cher-
okee. I also re-
ally appreciate 
the respect-
ful tone of her 
address to the 
c o m m u n i t y. 
The issue that 
she highlights 
is, in my hum-
ble opinion, 
very real and 
she has my 
personal sup-
port for, and 
apprec ia t ion 
of, her stance” 
wrote Snid-
er in an email.

P r o t e s t -
ing the na-
tional anthem 
has been a hot 
topic in the 
news since 
the NFL pre-
season, when 
professional 
athletes be-
gan sitting and kneeling. “My 
choice to kneel during the na-
tional anthem is inspired by 
49ers football player Colin 
Kaepernick’s decision to no 

longer be a patron of a stand-
ard American sports tradi-
tion that dismisses the sub-
jugation of Black and Brown 
bodied Americans,” wrote 

Washington in her letter.  
As Washington men-

tioned, the first major national 
anthem protest was performed 
by San Francisco 49ers quar-

terback Colin Kaepernick. 
Kaepernick stayed seated and 
unnoticed during the Nation-
al Anthem for the first two 
preseason games before he 

made head-
lines when 
he remained 
seated dur-
ing his third. 
“I am not go-
ing to stand 
up to show 
pride in a flag 
for a country 
that oppress-
es black peo-
ple and peo-
ple of color,” 
K a e p e r -
nick said in a 
statement re-
leased by the 
NFL.  Kaeper-
nick has since 
made it clear 
that he in-
tends no dis-
respect to-
wards the mil-
itary or veter-
ans, but is pro-
testing as a 
way to raise 
a w a r e n e s s 

of social issues.
Kaepernick’s lead has 

prompted similar actions 
across football, with Sea-
hawks cornerback Jeremy 

Lane and Broncos linebacker 
Brandon Marshall following 
in his footsteps. When ques-
tioned about the protest, Sea-
hawks head coach Pete Car-
roll expressed that he had 
no problems with his play-
ers choosing to sit or take a 
knee. Leading up to the season 
opener, the Seahawks locker 
room began planning a team 
wide demonstration of sup-
port for Kaepernick’s mes-
sage. The initial plan was for 
the Seahawks to take a col-
lective knee during the an-
them. After several players 
with close ties to the military 
expressed their discomfort, 
the team changed to a plan 
of standing with interlocked 
arms. Maintaining team unity 
heading into the first game of 
the season was a top priority.

The “Kaepernick Ef-
fect” is spreading to athletes 
all across the United States. 
Though especially preva-
lent in the NFL, these pro-
tests are spreading beyond 
football and into many high 
schools as well.  As the Whit-
man community has already 
seen with Cherokee Washing-
ton, this movement is reaching 
athletes throughout the colle-
giate landscape and has dis-
played the new and fundamen-
tal role athletes play in pro-
testing injustice in America.

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

This year marks the 106th installment of the Pendleton Round-Up, which is an important aspect of both Western and Native American culture. Photos by Natalie Mutter

from ROUND-UP, page 1

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. Linfield College Sept. 17: W 1-0 OT
Women’s
v. Pacific University Sept. 21: L 2-1

VOLLEYBALL
v. George Fox University Sept. 17: W 3-0

CROSS COUNTRY
Sundodger Sept. 17: M - 14 of 28, W - 21 
of 29

UPCOMING
SOCCER
Men’s
AWAY v. Pacific Lutheran University Sept. 24
Women’s
HOME v. Wilamette University Sept. 24, 12 
PM 

VOLLEYBALL
AWAY v. Willamette University Sept. 23

VOLLEYBALL
AWAY at Willamette Invite Oct. 1

 Kaepernick’s protest have sparked widespread debates. Illustration by Claire Revere

The national anthem becomes a national protest

“You will never regret 
hitting the field with 
your friends for an IM 
sports matchup”
Melissa Lawrence ‘18
IM Committee Member
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We have all seen this pho-
to on social media: a var-
ying number of white peo-

ple are surrounded by a varying 
number of smiling brown or black 
children. The backdrop is vague-
ly exotic–perhaps the white peo-
ple are even sporting ‘native’ cloth-
ing. The whole thing is tied together 
with a nebulous quote related to giv-
ing back, gratefulness and how much 
the person posting the photo has been 
changed by his or her experience.

While the photo described 
above has emerged as the stereo-
typical depiction of the growing 
global phenomenon of ‘voluntour-
ism,’ in which tourists pay to volun-
teer abroad or in their home coun-
try, many forms of voluntourism 
are far subtler. On Monday, Septem-
ber 12, 24-year-old writer Pippa Bid-
dle spoke to the Whitman commu-
nity about the allures and ills of vol-
untourism at a lecture hosted by the 
Student Engagement Center. Bid-
dle’s lecture began with a photo of 
her own, a riff on the one described 
above, in which a 16-year-old Bid-
dle sits smiling with three young Do-
minican girls, a moment from a ser-
vice trip in the Dominican Republic.

Biddle defines voluntourism as 
“any engagement that involves vol-
unteering in a place that is not your 
home community and that typi-
cally involves touristic experienc-
es.” While voluntourism is typi-
cally thought of as occurring out-
side of one’s own country, Bid-
dle stresses it can take place an-
ywhere there are different levels 
of development: think rural West 
Virginia versus New York City.

After participating in a varie-
ty of short-term volunteer projects 
abroad as a teenager, Biddle was trou-
bled by a growing doubt about her 
long-term impact on the communi-
ties in which she volunteered. Biddle 
critically examines the voluntour-
ism industry in her internationally 
renowned essay, “The Problem with 

Little White Girls (and Boys): Why I 
Stopped Becoming a Voluntourist.” 
Biddle has since made clear the prob-
lem with voluntourism is “not just 
about little white girls, but...privi-
lege does matter, and it matters a lot.”

The bulk of voluntourists 
are wealthy white people trave-
ling to less-developed places pop-
ulated by mostly non-white people. 
The majority of trips last less than 
four weeks. According Nancy Gard 
McGehee, an expert on sustaina-
ble tourism at Virginia Tech Uni-
versity, 10 million people engage 
in voluntourism globally each year 
and contribute to a growing indus-
try worth around 2 billion dollars.

Part of the problem is where all 
that money goes. While volunteers 
pay hundreds or thousands of dol-
lars to go on a trip, most of that mon-
ey is spent on transportation and food 
purchased from corporate sourc-
es far from the community to which 
volunteers travel. Precious little of 
that $2 billion actually finds its way 
to the local economy. This prob-
lem has a name: economic leakage.

Instead of creating opportuni-
ties for community development, 
volunteers typically engage in short 
term projects–they build libraries, re-
place roofs and play games with or-
phans–and neglect to foster com-
munity ownership of these projects.

“[Volunteers have] done noth-
ing by being there to make it 
more likely that [the local popula-
tion] will be able to afford [the pro-
jects] themselves, or that they’ll be 
able to invest in their own further-
ance of their lifestyle and be able to 
have a better future,” Biddle said.

Biddle explains this trend 
through the Courtney Martin’s 
concept of ‘reductive seduction.’

“We really like to look to some-
where else, take what they’re deal-
ing with, reduce it down to as small 
of a problem as we can and then try to 
solve it over and over and over again,” 
Biddle said. By equating saving Afri-
ca with building a school or pulling 
Haiti out of poverty with a couple 
weeks spent teaching English, volun-
tourism programs reduce a country’s 
problems to a small, concrete and 
achievable-in-two weeks tasks. This 
provides volunteers a sense of satis-
faction and the feeling that they have 
made a real impact when in fact they 
may have done more harm than good.

The culture of aid fostered by 
voluntourism programs “has actually 
created local cultures that are highly 
reliant if not entirely reliant in certain 
places...on aid,” Biddle said. She par-
aphrased an idea developed in Rob-

ert Lupton’s book “Toxic Charity”:
“Give once and you elicit ap-

preciation, give twice and you cre-
ate anticipation, give three times 
and you create expectation, give 
four times and it becomes entitle-
ment, and give five times and you es-
tablish a dependency,” Biddle said.

This does not mean that vol-
unteering is useless. But it does 
call for a critical re-evalua-
tion of how we engage in service.

Biddle explained that be-
cause voluntourists are central to 
voluntourism,“[they] have the abil-
ity...to shift where everything is go-
ing and to...challenge the prob-
lem that we’re dealing with here 
as far as actually creating system-
ic long term change in communi-
ties that need help but don’t neces-
sarily need our hands, physically.”

It feels good to help other peo-
ple, but ultimately, Biddle said, “the 
success of a volunteer experience 
should not be based on how a volun-
teer feels after it. It should be based 
on the actual outcomes to the plac-
es where that volunteer is going.”

Pairing Education with Service

Lindsay Ross 16’ is an intern 
for Whitman’s Spring Break Service 
Trip (SBST) program, which accord-
ing to the Whitman SBST website, 
coordinates “week-long volunteer 
trips that allow Whitman students to 
focus on a particular social issue out-
side of the Walla Walla community.”

Last spring Ross led an SBST 
to the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTU-
IR) about an hour south of Whit-
man. In order to combat the nega-
tive aspects of voluntourism, Ross 
and her volunteers “try and be real-
ly intentional about what we’re do-
ing and why we’re going.” SBST’s 
are “all focused on working with 
community partners that are al-
ready active in the community” 
rather than entering a place with as-
sumptions about what is needed.

Ross emphasized the trip’s fo-
cus on education, which near-
ly outweighed the amount of ser-
vice they did. The trip was almost 
100 percent planned by tribal mem-
bers rather than Whitman students.

Sean Terada 16’, a participant 
on the CTUIR trip, concurred. Stu-
dents met with the tribal coun-
cil who explained how they run 
things and what their goals are.

“It was kind of a learning expe-
rience for all of us. Figuring out what 
kind of relationship we wanted to 
have with the reservation as a college 

because we saw that this was some-
thing that we could create a long 
term relationship with,” Terada said.

Terada, a native Hawaiian, not-
ed the socioeconomic similarities be-
tween that of native Hawaiians and 
Native Americans on the reservation. 
Both groups exhibit high levels of 
poverty and low levels of education.

“But I had never really ex-
perienced the Native American 
side of that, so that was a really in-
teresting way to connect those 
and compare them,” Terada said.

The emphasis on education-
based trips echo Biddle’s own pur-
suit to create more meaningful tour-
ism. Biddles belongs to the board 
of Onwards, a non-profit that of-
fers trips rooted in education in plac-
es like the Dominican Republic and 
Guatemala. Rather than engaging 
participants in superficial forms of 
service, Onwards seeks to educate 
travelers about local issues so that 
tourists “walk away more empow-
ered [and] more ready to do meaning-
ful work in the future,” Biddle said.

Onwards fosters local develop-
ment by providing micro-loans to lo-
cal businesses in the tourism sector, 
allowing the community to capture 
more of the money tourism brings.

“The question isn’t ‘how do we 
keep white people out?’ It’s ‘how do 
we create a strong community that 
can engage with this in a way that 
makes us stronger as a communi-
ty?’” Biddle said. By keeping tour-
ism dollars in the community, the 
local population is able to achieve 
progress through their own work.

The Ambiguity of Aid

First years Cameron Con-
ner and Grant Gallaher spent much 
of the past year working in Ne-
pal to implement disaster relief af-
ter the April 2015 earthquake that 
killed thousands of people and al-
tered the lives of many more.

The two worked through Con-
scious Connections, a nonprof-
it Cameron and his parents found-
ed in 2014 as an extension of his par-
ents’ fair trade business, Ganesh 
Himal Trading. By tapping into the 
fair trade company’s base of relia-
ble, trusting relationships formed 
over thirty years of mutually bene-
ficial business, Conner and Galla-
her arranged for aid to be distribut-
ed by local people to earthquake vic-
tims weeks before any internation-
al organizations in the area. The pair 
spent two weeks performing an eval-
uation of this initial round of aid.

”Our evaluation found that be-

cause of our small scale and our real-
ly reliable connections we were able 
to have some of the most necessary 
aid,” Conner said. “We knew exact-
ly what was needed and tried not to 
give superfluous items to people.”

Conner and Gallaher’s suc-
cess with administering disas-
ter relief highlights the importance 
of what many voluntourism pro-
grams lack: a true understanding 
of the needs of an area and the re-
lationships with the local popula-

tion to effectively implement aid.
Conscious Connections per-

forms a variety of aid-based functions 
for the district of Dhading where it is 
located, including educational schol-
arships and a health clinic. Despite 
the success with administering re-
lief after the earthquake, Conner ex-
plained, “No matter how good a re-
lationship you have within a com-
munity,” it is difficult to build com-
munity ownership when the relation-
ship is one of givers and receivers.

That is why Conner be-
lieves “everything aid relat-
ed is fundamentally flawed.”

“There’s still a pater-
nal-ish relationship. As much 
as you respect the other person, 
you are in a position of power.”

That is why Conner sees busi-
nesses like his parents’ as “one of the 
best ways to kind of circumvent [un-
equal power relations] because trade 
naturally builds mutual ownership.”

Gallaher urges people to con-
tinue to seek volunteer opportunities 
despite the hazards of voluntourism.

“I don’t want that to ever stop 
people from looking for ways to make 
a difference in those sorts of places. I 
just think people need to think more 
critically about what they’re doing.”

While Gallaher would like to 
go back to Nepal some day, he is not 
sure if he would return as a volunteer 
or a tourist. After the earthquake, Ne-
pal’s tourism industry decreased by 
up to 80 percent in some areas, so “in 
a lot of ways what Nepal needs right 
now is just tourists,” Gallaher said.

Conner urges students to 
“look within your own commu-
nity” to find volunteer opportuni-
ties. “It just so happens that I have 
a wonderful community in Nepal.”

Voluntourism on the rise:

Writer Pippa Biddle spoke to Whitman and Walla Walla community members at Kimball Theater about the growing trend of voluntourism.  Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

by OLIVIA GILBERT
Features Editor

“The success of a 
volunteer experience...
should be based on...
the actual outcomes to 
the places where that 
volunteer is going. ”
Pippa Biddle
Writer

“As much as you respect 
the other person, you 
are in a position of 
power.”
Cameron Conner ‘20

Sean Terada 17’ and Lindsay Ross 17’ (left) introduce Pippa Biddle (right) at her lecture on voluntourism in Kimball Theater. Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

a call to reexamine 
how we help



SEPT

22
2016

PAGE

7OPINION

I hate asking for help. Seri-
ously, it’s the worst. If I ever 
happen to think that I might 

need to lean on someone, my 
brain quickly takes care of that 
nasty little impulse by gently re-
minding me that asking for help 
makes me ridiculously weak, stu-
pid and worse than everyone else 
at Whitman–problem solved! 
Listen, if I had it my way, I’d just 
prescribe defiant self-sufficiency 
and we could all go around pre-
tending that we don’t need each 
other. “I’m fine” would be our 
motto. It’d be great.

Until it wouldn’t be, that 
is. Until we find ourselves too 
overwhelmed and isolated and 
fruitlessly tangled up in our own 
heads.

Unfortunately, it turns out 
that I, like many others on this 
campus, need a lot of help in my 
life. I am constantly falling apart 
and people are constantly help-
ing me put myself back together. 
I need help from my friends, my 
professors, my therapist. And 
I’m going to guess that you do, 
too. The problem with Whitman, 

though, is that everyone seems 
to have everything together all 
the time. And honestly, that can 
get exhausting. There are a lot of 
incredibly smart, talented, inde-
pendent overachievers here, so it 
can be extremely daunting to ad-
mit to the fact that we might not 
have everything together.

The thing is, we really 
weren’t made to do all of this 
alone.  

This school is overflowing 
with resources, with friends who 
want to support us and professors 
who want us to succeed. Maybe 
being entirely self-sufficient just 
isn’t the point. We came to col-
lege riding on this wave of new-
found independence, this sense 
that we are here to make it on 
our own and to have it all figured 
out by ourselves. But is that re-
ally true? What if the greater les-
son is to find the strength and the 
courage to lean on other people 
sometimes, to tell our friends 
when we’ve had a bad day, to go 
to office hours if we feel lost in 
class and to admit that sometimes 
we have no idea what we’re do-
ing? Seems like life might be just 
a bit easier that way.

Let me tell you a little story: 

Last year I dropped something 
behind my bed and, in reaching 
over to get it, I somehow tum-
bled forward and trapped myself 
in a tiny hole between my bed, 
desk and window. I was upside-
down-standing there, head and 
shoulders crammed into this dark 
little pit, legs above me flailing, 
totally and completely unable 
to extract myself. In an act of 
grace, I managed to frantically 
kick my phone off my desk and 
it lurched into the hole, where I 
then proceeded to call my friend 
and scream, “Help me! I’m stuck 
upside down in a hole in my 
room!” She quickly rushed to my 
side, wrestled me free and now, 
because of her, I am here to tell 
this story.

The moral of this story is as 
follows: if you don’t ask for help, 
you may very well end up stuck 
in a hole. Dead, probably. Sure, I 
get it, it’s a pride thing. But still, 
what are we trying to prove? I 
mean, I guess I know what I’m 
trying to prove: I just want ev-
eryone to think I’m perfect and 
flawless and incapable of weak-
ness, is that so much to ask for? 
Apparently, yes.

We have nothing to prove 

about our self-sufficiency; at 
the end of the day, we’re all 
just bumbling along doing the 
best we can, and it would be so 
much easier if we just asked for 
help. Yes, it may be vulnerable, 
which isn’t always comfortable 

but it fosters connection, deepens 
our sense of connectedness and 
makes things a whole heck of a 
lot easier. Needing help doesn’t 
make us weak or inferior or not 
good enough. It just makes us hu-
man.

It’s okay to ask for help sometimes 

On August 26, 2016, Colin 
Kaepernick, a quarterback 
for the NFL’s San Fran-

cisco 49ers sat during the play-
ing of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner,” prompting a nation-wide 
response ranging from pride and 
support to hatred and condemna-
tion. 

For events at Whitman Col-
lege (and elsewhere) that play 
the “The Star-Spangled Banner,” 
I will remain seated.

Please do not interpret my 
remaining seated with a lack of 
patriotism or respect for our mil-
itary and service members. Their 
service guarantees our “Land of 
the Free and Home of the Brave” 
as protected in our Constitution.

However, more soldiers 
have died from suicide in this 
country than they have overseas 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Rap-
ists spend less time in jail than 
weed dealers. Native Americans 
are losing sacred lands over the 
greed of oil. Our black broth-
ers and sisters live in fear that 
the white community will nev-
er understand. Black boys are 18 
times more likely to be tried in 
court as adult than their white 
counterparts–for the exact same 
crimes. Our trans men and wom-
en are the targets of the highest 
degree of hate crimes and mur-
der. Our Muslim neighbors are 
blamed for the ideals of Radi-
cals. Latinxs/Hispanics are all 
painted with the same illegal al-
ien brush stroke. White suprem-
acists want to professionalize 
their organizations.

As a gay, white woman, I 
balance the intersectionality of 
my privilege and marginaliza-
tion on a daily basis; the Amer-
ican flag does not protect all of 
my rights as a gay woman on 
a national level. However, my 
decision to participate in this 
movement is motivated only by 
solidarity, in standing as an ally 
to those experiencing racial bias, 
police brutality, and social ineq-
uity on a daily basis. I am choos-
ing to demonstrate my patriot-
ism by staying woke.

The slow decline of Democracy

Voices from the Community Does Greek life have a positive presence on Whitman’s Campus? Photos by Henry Honzel

ETHAN 
GRAHAM
Senior

“Haha! No.”

ETHAN
THOMAS
First-year

“Greek life at Whitman has a more pos-
itive presence than [at] other larger 
schools, but it doesn’t have an overall 
positive presence in the school and the 
culture.”

ISSY
KELSEY
Junior

“I think on this campus it has a posi-
tive presence but there’s room for im-
provement. It’s a lot more inclusive 
than it is on other campuses and it’s a 
good way to get to know people.”

SARAH
SMITH
First-year

“I think Greek life has a positive pres-
ence on campus because it helps cre-
ate events and an additional community 
within Whitman.”

Letter 
to the 
Editor

As of September 16, Ed-
gar Matobato, an alleged 
death squad member, lev-

elled allegations against Phil-
ippine president Rodrigo Du-
terte including, but not limited 
to, murder. This is a mere sliv-
er of the ongoing scandal hap-
pening in the Philippines. The 
South Pacific nation was placed 
in the unfortunate position of 
having to choose between a 
presidential candidate with lit-
tle experience and a firebrand 
candidate promising swift and 
violent action against the na-
tion’s drug problems, Duterte. 
The merits of the candidates re-
mains irrelevant to their public 
personas. Several were typical, 
although unpopular, politicians 
in the vain of a typical political 
crop. Duterte campaigned as the 
aggressive alternative to a sys-
tem he characterized as fail-
ing. When the Philippines was 
asked to choose between a safe 
conventional candidate and a 
radical, they chose the radical. 
As an isolated incident, what 
is happening in the Philippines 
could be called a failure of de-
mocracy and nothing more, but 
it doesn’t appear to be complete-
ly isolated.

The world is in the midst of 
a crisis of liberalism. At every 

meridian, liberal institutions, 
be they old or young, seem to 
be experiencing radical change. 
Liberal Institution refers to or-
ganizations built upon liber-
al ideals such 
as democracy 
and globalism. 
Among the 
most visibly 
affected coun-
tries are the 
United States 
and England. 
At times of 
global politi-
cal stress, it is 
these two na-
tions that of-
ten lobby the 
hardest for 
faith in inter-
national insti-
tutions such 
as NATO and 
the EU. How-
ever, in re-
cent months it 
seems that it is 
these two na-
tions that are 
g l o b a l i s m ’ s 
harshest critics.

The United States is not un-
familiar to a demagogue. During 
the Great Depression, Louisiana 
politician Huey Long, sought 
the presidency on the promise 
of radical change in favor of the 
working man. In the 1950s, Jo-

seph McCarthy wreaked hav-
oc in American politics with his 
anti-communist witch hunts. 
While these types of politicians 
are familiar, never in U.S. his-

tory has a can-
didate so atyp-
ical of its own 
political sys-
tem emerged 
as Donald 
Trump. Far 
more strange 
is the man’s 
peculiar rela-
tionship with 
Vladimir Putin 
and his opposi-
tion to NATO. 
NATO is per-
haps Ameri-
ca’s best loved 
i n t e r n a t i o n -
al body, and to 
see an Amer-
ican conserv-
ative decry 
it, indicates 
something far 
stranger: a re-
versal of a U.S. 

policy that has 
remained stagnant since the 
start of the Cold War.

This leads into the second 
point: the exit of Britain from 
the European Union, or Brexit 
as it is commonly known. Brex-
it was somehow highly visi-
ble yet completely unexpected. 

Not only has the second-largest 
economy in Europe abandoned 
the EU, but also the reason-
ing and motivation of the men 
who led the exodus convolutes 
any fact-based thinking. The 
leaders of the exit movement, 
Boris Johnson and Nigel Far-
age, promised that by leaving 
the European Union the Unit-
ed Kingdom would save bil-
lions of pounds each year. Be-
yond mere financial gains Far-
age and Johnson placed strong 
emphasis on the concept of Brit-
ish independence, implying that 
the sovereignty of the UK was 
under assault by foreign inter-
ests. The financial promises of 
saving were proven wrong, to 
the extent that Brexit has cost 
the U.K. more than the EU ever 
did, but the anti-globalist rea-
soning stays fast. The true rea-
soning for the movement was to 
prevent Syrian Refugees from 
seeking asylum in Britain, yet 
another liberal European tenant 
ostracized by Brexit.

No global issue is com-
pletely apart from an individu-
al’s influence. The first part of 
a solution is awareness. From 
democracy to globalism to rule 
of law, something is happening 
to liberal institutions. Every-
day life can be navigated with-
out an open eye or attention to 
detail, casting a ballot, howev-
er, cannot.

Illustration by Meg Cuca

by CY BURCHANEL
Staff Reporter

by ALYA BOHR
Staff Reporter

Sometimes when I vocally 
question the role of the Greek 
system at Whitman, I feel 

like a radical. But then I remember 
that there are tons of colleges like 
us–small, progressive, thought-
ful–that have made the decision to 
transition away from a Greek-dom-
inated social structure.

I believe that Whitman has the 
potential to be a space for all stu-
dents to have a voice. I believe that 
we can build organic communities 
that foster confidence and self-mo-
tivation. And I believe that Whit-
man has the power to change our-
selves for the better and work to 
solve the various questions we cur-
rently face. 

So, the letter. To my knowl-
edge, the letter was not created to 

instigate a battle between Greeks 
and non-Greeks, but rather to high-
light a divide that Greek life itself 
creates. The letter is in part intend-
ed to bring alternative voices that 
haven’t been a part of the recruit-
ment conversation to light. 

In Politics Senior Sem., we are 
encouraged to think about how de-
bates are framed. A typical class 
question might be: How do the dis-
courses around X shape a certain 
social groups’ ‘deservingness’ of 
a voice? Or, how do the discours-
es around X shape our conception 
of what is and isn’t politically ‘re-
alistic?’ 

These questions hold rele-
vance in our discussions around 
Greek life. When asked how Whit-
man College benefits from the 
Greek system, people most fre-
quently respond with notions of 
community and brother/sister-
hood. Second, is networking and 
alumni connections. 

So what do discourses around 
Greek life say about who at Whit-
man is more ‘deserving’ of a voice? 
Using community and alumni net-
working to justify the existence 
of the Greek system preferences 
the experiences of those who are 
Greek. It follows that what is good 
for the Greek person is good for the 
community as a whole. Rarely are 
the advertised benefits advanta-
geous to the entire Whitman com-
munity.

It’s clear that there are posi-
tive qualities or results from the 
Greek system for those affiliated, 
but how does it benefit the entire 
Whitman community? In my expe-
rience, the two most cited reasons 
are philanthropy and safe and cen-
tralized parties. 

If this were Politics Senior 
Sem, an eager student might raise 
their hand at this point and ask; 
how do discourses around Greek 
life produce conceptions of what 

is and isn’t politically ‘realistic?’ 
In other words, using philanthropy 
and safe parties to justify the exist-
ence of the Greek system suggests 
that we could not have these bene-
fits in its absence (i.e. it’s political-
ly ‘unrealistic’). However, these 
benefits are politically realistic 
and can absolutely be achieved 
through other avenues. Whitman 
does not depend on Greek life for 
philanthropy and safe parties. 

Thus, I draw two conclusions. 
First, just because members of the 
Greek system benefit from its ex-
istence in certain ways does not 
mean that the Greek system is 
good for the college as a whole. 
Second, just because the Greek 
system has certain positive contri-
butions to the community does not 
mean that those results could not 
be achieved by other means.

Moving away from Greek life 
isn’t a radical prospect. Rather, it’s 
a strategic one.

Op-Ed: The Greek system, debunked

DANI HUPPER

Contributed by

REBECCA FROST

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash
“...My decision to 
participate in this 
movement is motivated 
only by solidarity.”

Duterte, Brexit and Trump
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Pros

• An appropriate platform to 
flaunt increasingly obsolete skill set 
for potential employers

• Somewhat satisfying to claim 
“limited working proficiency” for 
language other than English

• Momentarily get parents off 
back for not planning for profession-
al life after Whitman

• Surprisingly useful tool to find 
attractive workplace suitors

• Great to make sure you’re still 
doing better than that dickhead from 
high school

• That’s about it

Going to Whitman can 
sometimes feel like going 
to school in a fishbowl of 

millennials that all look like var-
ious permutations of the same 
clean-cut, upper class millenni-
al hive mother. Everywhere you 
look it seems like more and more 
Birkenstock-clad intellectuals in 
over-sized jean jackets and Free 
People bralettes are plotting their 
methodical takeover of the cam-
pus, and it often feels as though 
the campus becomes more ho-
mogeneous by the minute. Luck-
ily, there are steps you can take 
to break out of this mold and set 
yourself apart from your peers.

Shatter stereotypes by pur-
chasing that green and blue flan-
nel, not the same old blue and 
green flannel that everyone has.

Carry a book around 
that you’re supposedly read-
ing for pleasure but have nev-

er actually opened. Aca-
demic superiority shouldn’t 
be limited to your syllabus.

Openly defy the norm by tak-
ing your drunk freshman pho-
tos in the bowl of the fish sculp-
ture on Ankeny instead of Stix.

Reappropriate the siren 
song of fraternity bros, “Wake 
up, Jewett!” by shrieking sooth-
ing lullabies as you walk down 
Isaacs to lull the first-years 
into a false sense of security.

Surpass your yoga-mat, 
climbing gear toting peers by 
wearing outfits entirely made of 
yoga mats and carabiners clipped 
together. This will assure that 
everyone notices you are the jin-
gliest and sweatiest one to en-
ter the library after your workout.

Break the mold of watering 
holes for students who are one 
thesis statement away from a psy-
chotic break by starting the qui-
et room challenge at the Patis-
serie (contingent upon not get-
ting kicked out for “loitering” or 

“taking all the free samples”).
Drink from a Nalgene with-

out stickers. Watch as fellow 
Whitties wring their hands in 
confusion and inability to cat-
egorize you into a social group 
based on your sticker selection.

Become the definitive cham-
pion of the unspoken campus 
competition to find the quirkiest 
mode of transportation by crawl-
ing on all-fours to every class. 
This will serve a dual purpose 
in helping you win the award 
for looking the most pathet-
ic as a result of academic stress.

Steal every student’s pair(s) 
of Birkenstocks and string them 
up on a telephone line as part of 
an interactive art installation. 
Watch social Darwinism unfold 
in real time as the masses come to 
reclaim what is rightfully theirs.

Become obsessed with sug-
gestions one through nine un-
til they become too popu-
lar. Pray that you will have 
graduated by that point. 

According to the latest As-
sociated Press poll, Green 
Party presidential can-

didate, Jill Stein has gained a 
commanding lead among like-
ly voters in the Johnston house-
hold, with 75 percent of the fam-
ily planning to support Stein 
come November. The figure 
represents a significant bump 
for Stein after an August poll 
showed her campaign in a dead 
heat at 50 percent among voters 
within the Portland, OR family.

Sources within the fami-
ly attribute the bump to 20-year-
old Reed College student, young-
est child and rager-against-ma-
chines, Blake Johnston. Accord-
ing to a source within the fami-
ly who spoke on condition of an-
onymity (but who are we kid-
ding, it was Blake), the self-
styled liberal lion successfully 
lobbied his father Kenneth, earn-
ing a victory for the Stein cam-
paign within a crucial house-
hold in the battleground neigh-
borhood of North Portland.

Blake, an avid Jill Stein sup-
porter ever since he tearfully 
ripped his Bernie Sanders sticker 
from a Nalgene three months ago, 
easily convinced older broth-
er Steve, that Stein was “the real 

deal, hombre,” Blake said. “All it 
really took was pointing Steve to 
a few helpful articles on selfright-
eousliberalpurity.com and then 
he realized how no progressive in 
their right mind would ever vote 
for corporate sleazeball Shillary.”

Blake, who, incidentally, was 
just three years old during the 
2000 presidential election, add-
ed, “You gotta dig for this stuff–
it’s out there, but people just get 
caught up in the lamestream me-
dia’s biased coverage. A clos-
er look shows that Jill Stein is 
not only a licensed medical doc-
tor, but is also the kind of expe-
rienced leader we need. I mean, 
she’s successfully been on the 

ballot in multiple elections!”
After converting Steve, 

Blake then turned his attention 
to his mother Karen, a lifelong 
card-carrying Democrat. “Mom 
was being a total pain in the you-
know-what. She kept insisting 
that she actually liked Hillary 
Clinton. When I asked her why, 

she told me that while she wishes 
Hillary were more vocal on issues 
like climate change, Clinton will 
advance a progressive agenda. 
Mom even said she thinks Hillary 
would be a strong leader on the 
world stage, and had a proven 
track record of lifelong govern-
ment service. That’s when I knew 
I had to intervene,” Blake said.

“I tried reminding Mom that 
she was forgetting one important 
detail: that her personal, careful-
ly considered political opinion 
about what constitutes progres-
sivism was morally reprehensible 
and ignorant.” Blake also pointed 
out to his mother that Jill Stein is 
a woman, so voting for her instead 
of Hillary is “chill for women’s 
rights and stuff.” Karen John-
ston, however, was steadfast in 
her support of Clinton, probably 
because she has no conscience.

Still concerned that only 50 
percent of his family voting for 
Stein might hurt the Green Par-
ty’s chances this November, 
Blake spoke with his father Ken-
neth. During their conversation, 
Blake reportedly read passag-
es from Marx, which his horri-
bly uneducated attorney of a fa-
ther had not read. The clinching 
moment came when his dad indi-
cated that he would probably vote 
for Hillary, if only to be sure that 
he wouldn’t be complicit in the 

ascendance of Trump to the Pres-
idency. Blake, as if possessed by 
some sort of (secular, of course) 
divine inspiration, replied, “But 
dad, don’t forget that voting the 
purity of your liberal ideals is 
far more important than consid-
ering the practical ramifications 
of electoral math.” Sources say 
that, faced with Blake’s uncom-
promising idealism, Kenneth 
gave in and promptly donated 10 
dollars to the Stein campaign.

Blake, nestled cozily in an 
oasis of liberal privilege, said 
that he was “just happy to have 
changed the world.” He’s confi-
dent that Jill will make a great 
President when she defeats 
Trump in the general election. 
“Stein is the only candidate on the 
ballot talking about real issues, 
and with her extensive network 
of relationships and connections 
in Washington, she’ll have no 
trouble enacting her platform.”

National elections analysts 
say that with the Johnston family’s 
overwhelming support, Jill Stein 
is now a lock to earn one of Ore-
gon’s crucial seven electoral col-
lege delegates and is likely to make 
a serious play for the magic num-
ber 270 come November 8. Re-
marked NY Times pollster Nate 
Cohn, “Remember, system change 
happens overnight–and that’s what 
the Johnston family shows us.”
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How to stand out at Whitman

Stein campaign makes  
big gains in latest poll

Cons

• It’s kind of like Facebook but 
way shittier

• Being in the prime of your life, 
yet still spending time attempting to 
sell soul to corporate America

• Inevitable disappointment 
when zero job offers come in

• Subsequent disappointment 
when you realize its because you’re 
not as impressive as previously 
thought

• Sheer horror as you find out 
that the people you have been stalk-
ing get notified of you viewing their 
profile

• Fuck Linkedin

Pros and Cons 
of joining 
Linkedin
by BEN FREEDMAN

Humor Page Editor
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THIS  WEEK IN THE NEWS

Local Freshman 
Claims War on Drugs 
a Failure.  World re-

joices.

BREAKING NEWS: 
Your Parents Could 

Well be Fucking 
Right Now.

Campus-Wide Light-
er Shortage Leads to 
Unexpected Doobie 

Surplus

Trump Unveils New 
Plan to Ban Skittles 
from Entering the 

Country.

Whitman Students 
Singlehandedly Re-
sponsible for World-

wide Trucker Hat 
Shortage

“Jill Stein is a woman, so 
voting for her instead 
of Hillary is ‘chill for 
women’s rights and 
stuff.’”

Johnston family votes for Green Party


