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For the ninth year since its in-
ception, the Instant Play Fes-
tival kicked off the 2016-

2017 Whitman theatrical season 
in style, with students showcas-
ing their hastily constructed and 
quality-made short plays on Harp-
er Joy Theater’s Alexander Stage.

The plays ranged signif-
icantly. Dramatic, introspec-
tive works like “The Cellar-
door Leads Undersea” and “Lim-
bo,” were mixed with farci-
cal comedies like “The Spring 
Fling” and “Family Secrets,” 
and comedy-dramas like “God 
Will See You Now” and “Josie’s” 
served as a tonal middle ground.

In total, twelve plays were 
performed over the course of 
two nights, with six on Saturday 
the 24th and another six on Sun-
day the 25th. Each had been con-
ceived, written, cast, rehearsed 
and gone through the process-
es of set and lighting design in 
a period of less than twenty-
four hours prior to their perfor-
mance, crafted entirely by Whit-
man College students and faculty.

Whitman dance professor Re-
nee Archibald produced the festi-
val, her first time in the position.

“It’s a rotating position 
through the department [of The-
atre and Dance],” Archibald said. 
“Each year, someone else takes it 
on, so it has different points of view 
and has a different driving force.”

This year there were twelve 
student playwrights who had at-
tended workshops with visit-
ing playwrights Aimee Suzara, 
Greg Moss and Scot Augustson. 
Each night preceding the festi-
val, one half of the student writ-
ers received a prompt that in-
fluenced their script. This year, 
examples included a require-
ment that there must be a charac-
ter eating and a requirement that 
one character must dance when 
they think no one is watching.

These prompts serve to 
“give the playwrights a puzzle 
to put together,” Archibald said.

After receiving the prompt, 
the playwrights write for twelve 
hours overnight, generally with-
out sleeping, before turning the 
play in at 7:30 a.m. From there, 
Archibald read the plays and as-
signed a director to each; the di-
rectors then go on to work with 
the actors until nearly 7 p.m.

“Really, everything hap-
pens within twenty-four hours 
for those playwrights, ac-
tors and directors,” Archiba-
ld said. “So everyone is seeing 
the new stuff at the same time.”

As the producer, Archibald’s 
position was largely administra-
tive, helping to put the disparate 
elements of the production togeth-
er, while the visiting playwrights 
handle the bulk of the work 
of instructing student writers.

by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

While many people express 
affection through hugs, 
the Walla Walla Sweets 

Rollergirls show affinity for one an-
other by smashing into each oth-
er. Members of this all-women roll-
er derby team, gain sisters alongside 
bruises and form an unconvention-
al family that they are sometimes 
even closer with than their own.

The first rollergirls skat-
ed out onto the rink in September 
2009, when it was founded by Kimi 
“Purl Slam” Schroeder. The first 
“bout,” or roller derby competition 
took place one year later. Today, the 
team consists of 20-25 active skat-
ers who meet for practice on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings at the 
Village Church Youth Center in Col-
lege Place. According to Vicki “Lois 
Slay’n” Hillhouse, current team cap-
tain, the Sweets’ mission is to em-
power its members through ser-
vice and competitive roller der-
by. As both a nonprofit organization 
and a sports team, the Sweets en-
gage in frequent community service.

Skating to Badassery

Roller derby is a contact sport, 
which means that it is badass. Dur-
ing competition, the rollergirls who 
aim to score points are called “jam-
mers.” One jammer from each team 
jostles her way through a huge pack 
of “blockers” (four from each team), 
while skating around the 13-15 foot 
wide track. Nasty collisions and 
wipeouts are common. Once the jam-
mer makes it through the horde of op-
ponents, she scores points by pass-
ing a member of the opposite team 
who is skating in the same direction.

Badass indeed.
Skater Brenda “Shakedown” 

Wheeler, now in her seventh sea-
son, recounted her first impression 
of roller derby at a bout in Portland.

“Right away my eyes were 
big as can be and I was total-
ly hooked,” Wheeler recalled.

Roller derby has 
that effect on people.

Wheeler’s husband, who plays 
hockey, expressed concern about 
the derby skaters’ minimal safe-
ty gear and frequent falls. Wheel-
er, however, was undeterred.

“I was in from that 
day on,” Wheeler said.

During the day the women on 
the team are correctional officers, 
bankers, housewives, reporters and 
teachers. At night, when they step 
onto the rink, they are transformed 
into “Shakedown,” “Lois Slay’n,” 
“Theory of Hellativity” and “Al-
lie Oops”–their skater alter egos. 
“Shakedown” received her name and 
number (0 no for ‘oh no’) as a refer-
ence to her job as a prison guard.

“You get to pick your own 
name, but it morphs into what your 
team gives you,” Wheeler explained.

While everyone comes from 
different walks of life, roller der-
by practices are a time to come to-
gether, decompress and let loose.

Jessica Hand, a middle school 
math teacher, fittingly goes by 
“Theory of Hellativity” and the 
accompanying number 3.14.

“It’s really therapeutic. Be-
ing a teacher...it’s nice to just let 
off steam and it’s okay to hit peo-
ple during derby,” Hand chuck-
led. “Skating around is really, real-
ly nice and actually quite a workout.”

Hillhouse agreed that prac-
tice provides an outlet for stress.

“Everything you were worried 
about just goes away,” Hillhouse said.

Girls, meet roller derby. Roller 
derby, meet girls.

Although new team mem-
bers are known as “Fresh Meat,” 
it is clear that the Sweets favor co-
operation rather than hierarchy. 
Upon asking Wheeler who is in 
charge of training the new skat-
ers, Wheeler responded fervent-
ly. “Oh, we all are!” Wheeler  said.

She compared roller derby to a 
puzzle. “Not every person is made 
to be connected. However, without 

every piece of this puzzle you can 
never be complete,” Wheeler said.

She reiterated that the Fresh Meat 
should not be upset if they do not find 
a specific clique or group because 
among the team, it all blends together.

“This is women,” Wheel-
er said. “We just get along.”

The Fresh Meat agreed. Hand, 
who has been skating for seven 
months, explained that her team-
mates are incredibly nice and sup-
portive. She has made a lot of friends 
already, who act as her mentors 
and guide her journey as a skater.

“There’s no pres-
sure at all...they’re just hap-
py that you’re here,” Hand stated.

Alexandra “Allie Oops” Mel-
ling, who started skating this 
year, echoed this statement. Al-
though the other girls are definite-
ly competitive, she emphasized 
that competition is not cutthroat.

“It’s not like you’re the low-
est member of the pack...We all 
encourage each other. We com-
pete against ourselves, not neces-
sarily each other,” Melling said.

Because Melling and Hand 
are Fresh Meat, they are not yet on 
the roster, which is their ultimate 
goal: only those on the roster are 
allowed to compete in bouts. Hand 
explained that the game of who 
can get on the roster first gives 
them something to work toward.

At bouts, team members who 
do not play are formally deemed 
NSO (non-skating official). Rath-
er than skate they keep score and 
track penalties. As NSOs, how-
ever, the girls are not allowed 
to show support for their team 
through cheering or facial ex-
pressions. It is difficult to re-
main outwardly neutral when 
they belong to such a tightly-
knit community as the Sweets.

Melling said she loves at-
tending bouts and seeing her team 
members compete. “You get to 
see the skills at practice being 
put into place and you get a front 
row seat...you get to be in the ac-
tion without, you know, actu-
ally getting hit,” Melling said.

see IPF, page 4

Instant Play Festival 
throws together a 
spectacular show

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

see ROLLER DERBY, page 6     

Blockers (in unmarked helmets) and the pivot blocker (in striped helmet) perform a defensive drill. Photo by James Baker.

WALLA WALLA ROLLERGIRLS:
SKATING TO BADASSERY

Women in CS: Alumna 
Cathryn Posey talks tech

see POSEY, page 3

by ELEANOR MATSON
Staff Reporter

Alumna Cathryn Posey ‘05 
returned to campus this 
past week to give the And-

jelkovic Lecture on her journey 
working in the technological in-
dustry as a black woman. Dur-
ing her talk, she focused on her 
thoughts about current inclu-
sion and diversity efforts with-
in the tech industry as well as 
her journey here at Whitman. Po-
sey concluded her talk encour-
aging students to have the au-
dacity to chase their dreams.

The Andjelkovic Lecture 
is part of a series of lectures put 
together each year by the Stu-
dent Engagement Center (SEC) 
where Whitman alumni share 
their career path after Whit-
man to inspire current students 
from all different disciplines.

Assistant Director of Ca-
reer Development Gayle 
Townsend said the decision to 
ask Posey to come back to cam-
pus to give this lecture was 

based on her impressive ca-
reer within the tech industry.

“She is just a mover and 
shaker in the technologi-
cal field and tech with wom-
en. We just thought she would 
be a great person to bring back 
to campus,” Townsend said.

According to junior Devon 
Yee, Posey’s talk accomplished 
the goal of Andjelkovic Lecture.

“I found her to be really in-
spiring, especially since I’ve been 
trying to find ways to connect so-
cial justice and mathematics...and 
it was just really wonderful to hear 
her talk and see the ways she was 
able to make an impact,” Yee said.

Posey is currently an em-
ployee of the United States Digi-
tal Service, an organization start-
ed by the White House to pro-
vide the best possible technolo-
gy within the government. How-
ever, she stressed that she came 
back to campus to share her per-
sonal experience working the 
tech industry, not as a repre-
sentative of the government.

Brenda “Shakedown” Wheeler and a teammate practice a blocking maneuver. Photo by James Baker.
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Political action on campus not focused 
on presidential election

With a little over a month 
before Election Day, 
Whitman students are 

shaping their voting plans. On the 
Whitman campus, student politi-
cal groups are turning away from 
the contentious presidential elec-
tion and toward other forms of or-
ganizing, including promotion 
of down-ticket candidates, reg-
istering fellow students to vote 
and promoting discussion of po-
litical life beyond the ballot box.

The Whitman Socialists, 
formerly the Whitman Social-
ist Front, have looked away from 
the presidential election and to-
ward the local ones. Sopho-
more Bryn Louise, the president 
of the Socialists, says that the 
club is focusing primarily on so-
cialist philosophy and discours-
es rather than electoral politics, 
which they do not believe are an 
effective way to create change.

“Once we orient our-
selves in our philosophy more, 
we might bring up the elec-
tion, but I’m very critical of both 
Trump and Hillary,” Louise said.

The Socialists will, how-
ever, host county commissioner 

candidate Randal Son next week 
Son is a union member, Whit-
man alum, Walla Walla resi-
dent and supported Bernie Sand-
ers during the primaries, mak-
ing him a popular choice among 
the Socialists. Louise said that 
focusing on local issues like 
these more effectively achieves 
the goals of the Socialists.

“We’re not trying to start a 
revolution,” they said. “We’re 
just trying to make gains for 
people here in Walla Walla.”

The College Republicans, 
led by president Groover Snell 
and vice president Garrett At-
kinson, both seniors, are also 
avoiding too much involve-
ment in the presidential elec-
tion. Apart from a showing of 
the documentary Clinton Cash, 
which discusses the Clinton fam-
ily’s business affairs in a skep-
tical light, the group has large-
ly stepped back from the election.

“I think, in this election cy-
cle it’s a lot of voting against a 
candidate, and I do think there are 
a fair amount of people who will 
not be voting for Hillary Clin-
ton,” Atkinson said. “Whether 
that means they don’t vote, they 
vote for Gary Johnson, or they 
vote for Donald Trump, that’s 

kind of up to them. But… as a 
club, we don’t have a position.”

Like the socialists, the Col-
lege Republicans are focused 
more on philosophy than on elec-
toral politics. The club, Snell and 
Atkinson say, is more focused on 
providing space for discussion 
that falls outside of Whitman’s 
usually left-leaning paradigm.

“We feel like there’s a re-
ally kind of dominant narrative 
on campus, and we’d like to pre-
sent a little bit of the other side. 
And it doesn’t mean you have to 
agree,” Atkinson said. “If you 
hear certain ideas over and over 
from lots of different sourc-
es, I think eventually you’ll be-
come a little bit biased. And 
that’s why I think our club’s a re-
ally good outlet for people who 

want to hear a little bit of a dif-
ferent perspective from the one 
you hear over and over again.”

While as Republicans, Snell 
and Atkinson are distinctly in 
the minority at Whitman, there is 
no political group targeting cen-
trist Democrats active on cam-
pus currently. The Young Dem-
ocrats briefly had a presence on 
the Whitman campus, but they 
have been inactive so far af-
ter founders Mateo Seger and 
James Lavery graduated last 
year. While plenty of Whitman 
students support the Democrat-
ic Party, including Hillary Clin-
ton, there’s no formal organiza-
tion supporting her on campus.

Instead, some students have 
struck out on their own to sup-
port candidates. Senior Oliv-
ia Barry volunteered for the 
Clinton campaign this sum-
mer at an event held by fami-
ly friends. While there, she met 
the candidate and former Secre-
tary of State, Senator and First 
Lady. Now, she’s looking for op-
portunities to support the cam-
paign while still attending to 
her responsibilities at school.

“I really wish to get in-
volved. I think that there’s a lot 
that we can do, especially as stu-

dents,” Barry said. “I think that 
we’re at a really big tipping point 
in our country, when we have the 
opportunity to effect change—as 
a millennial generation, as young 
people who are really informed, 
as people who can really shift 
the balance of power in the U.S.”

In addition, a small group 
of student volunteers, not affili-
ated with any particular organi-
zation, are endeavoring to regis-
ter students to vote in Walla Wal-
la, whatever their political ori-
entation. The group, coordinat-
ed by senior Maia Watkins, will 
be setting up shop on weekdays in 
Reid Campus Center, Jewett Hall 
and Prentiss Hall until the Oct. 
10 voter registration deadline.

“It’s not a particular group, 
it’s definitely not affiliated with 
anything partisan or issue-based. 
It’s really just about… getting out 
the vote,” said junior AnnaMarie 
McCorvie, who volunteered with 
the group on Monday. “And spe-
cifically trying to help people 
understand the benefits of vot-
ing in Walla Walla. With the na-
tional election, people are real-
ly interested in keeping their af-
filiation in states that may have 
more of a stake in the presi-
dency than Washington does.”

by ANDY MONSERUD
Investigative Director

Senior Groover Snell, president of the College Repbulicans club, and senior Garrett Atkison,  vice president of the College Republicans Club; Senior Olivia Barry poses with presidential candidate former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton.  Photos by Henry Honzel

On September 26, Jordanian 
writer Nahed Hatar was given a trial 
for his cartoon insulting Islam. On 
the day of his trial, at least one man 
with a gun came and killed him. This 
highlighted the issues Jordan has 
faced recently with extremism. Ha-
tar’s death has further angered some 
Jordanians since they claim the gov-
ernment failed to protect him from 
the increasing levels of extremism. 

President of Colombia, Juan 
Manuel Santos, and top commander 
of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
(FARC) Rodrigo Londoño signed a 
peace agreement Monday night. The 
signing of the treaty marks the end of 
Latin America’s oldest guerrilla con-
flict, lasting over 50 years and killing 
more than 200,000 people. The peo-
ple of Colombia will vote on a refer-
endum this Sunday, deciding wheth-
er or not to ratify the agreement. 

The U.S. Congress voted 
Wednesday to override President 
Obama’s veto on the Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act that would 
give citizens of the United States the 
ability to sue any country on charg-
es of aiding or financing terrorism on 
U.S. soil. Attention was paid specifi-
cally to the possibility of families su-
ing Saudi Arabia over the Septem-
ber 11 attacks. This is the first time 
a veto has been overridden by Con-
gress during Obama’s time in office. 

HINDSIGHT by CHRISTY CARLEY & GEORGIA LYON
News Editors

Source: The New York TimesSource:  The New York Times, NPR

As of September 23, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior gave in-
digenous Hawaiians the ability to 
form a unified government. Indige-
nous Hawaiians are not required to 
form a government unless they want 
to, but they could exercise more au-
tonomy in the future. This relation-
ship would mirror the relationships 
the U.S. government has with indig-
enous peoples in the other 49 states.

Source: NPR

On September 22, Betty Jo Shel-
by, the white police officer who fa-
tally shot black man Terence Crutch-
er in Tulsa last week, was charged 
was first-degree manslaughter. This 
incident was captured on video af-
ter Crutcher’s car broke down along 
the side of a Tulsa road. A warrant is 
currently being issued for her arrest. 

Officer Shelby will face 
at least four years in prison.  

Source: The New York Times

Congress overrides lawsuit 
veto

Source: NPR

“I think that there’s a lot 
we can do, especially 
as students. I think 
that we are at a really 
big tipping point in 
our country when we 
have the opportunity to 
effect change.”
Olivia Barry ‘17

Colombia signs peace 
treaty

Tulsa police officer 
charged 

Indigenous Hawaiians 
allowed to form own 

government

Jordan’s internal tensions 
boil over
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Posey discusses diversity in tech

A large part of her jour-
ney has been to address the is-
sues of diversity within the com-
puting world. Posey is one of the 
founders of a social media plat-
form called Tech by Superwom-
en that seeks to build a sense of 
community amongst the wom-
en who work in the tech industry.

“Tech by superwomen was 
really started because I was liv-
ing in Alaska and often was the 
only person who did what I did… 
and it was very isolating, but I 
found that on social media I was 
able to connect with people who 
were kind of in the same space I 
was. I wanted to bring them to-
gether and celebrate and ele-
vate women in tech and bring 
them together for conversations 

and mentorship,” Posey said.
Another platform that aims 

at building a community amongst 
minorities within the comput-
ing industry is the Richard Ta-
pia Celebration of Diversity in 
Computing. The Richard Ta-
pia Celebration of Diversity in 
Computing is an annual confer-
ence for undergraduate and grad-
uate students. This year’s con-
ference happened two weeks 
ago and a few Whitman stu-
dents attended including Yee.

“[The conference] is kind 
of what it sounds like,” Yee 
said. “A celebration of diversi-
ty in computing. It’s this inter-
esting [place] where people from 
diverse backgrounds are be-
ing encouraged to get plugged 
into academia or into a career.”

Senior Annabella Sher-
man, another attendee, dis-
cussed the Taipa Conference’s 
focus on current issues with-
in the computer science field.

“You can see the community 
that is interested in [computer sci-
ence] and the diversity that some-
times you don’t notice within 
[the community],” Sherman said. 
“You may think of it as just cod-
ing, but there are so many issues 
that come about with that I heard 
a lot of women at the conference 
who work in tech talk about sex-
ism in the workplace or blatant 
discrimination against them.”

Another issue both Sherman 
and Associate Professor of Com-
puter Science Janet Davis talked 
about is the tendency for women 
and minority students to take in-

tro level computer science cours-
es later in their college career, 
making it harder to major in it.

Currently, there is no com-
puter science major at Whitman, 
yet the professors who work in 
computer science are planning to 
propose one to the faculty some-
time this winter. Davis and oth-
er professors are thinking about 
the problems of diversity as they 
continue planning out the future 
major, as she believes diversity 
is important in computer science.

“One pattern I observed at 
Grinnell that some of my col-
leagues at other liberal arts col-
leges have reported, is that women 
and minorities… tend to discov-
er an interest later and sometimes 
too late to take many comput-
er science courses,” Davis said. 

“One thing we are working on is 
mak[ing] sure it is possible start 
computer science in your soph-
omore year and finish a major.”

In the meantime, as Posey 
points out you do not have to 
have a computer science degree 
to build yourself a career in it.

“I had a career path that 
I hope encourages students. I 
didn’t go to grad school, I built 
a career and I wanted students to 
know that even with a liberal arts 
degree, in fact I would say be-
cause I have a liberal arts degree, 
it gave me the critical thinking, 
and creative thinking I needed to 
build a movement in social entre-
preneurship and to build a career. 
And to see that there is a real val-
ue in what you learn as it applies 
to the outside world,” Posey said.

The Campus Climate Coali-
tion (CCC) is trying to drum 
up support in favor of initi-

ative i732, a bill that will create a 
state-wide carbon tax. The carbon 
tax is a revenue neutral approach 
to a carbon price. CCC is working 
with Carbon Washington, a non-
partisan organization that’s trying 
to bring a carbon tax like the one 
in British Columbia to Washing-
ton. The tax would be applied on 
carbon per ton. Starting at 25 dol-
lars per ton, it will move up every 
year to increase shift towards stop-
ping carbon. The tax would be ap-
plied to Washington based com-
panies like Microsoft and Boeing. 
Should the initiative pass, the long-
term effects will reduce carbon 
emissions by Washington residents.

On a day to day basis, the 
tax will affect Washington res-
idents by decreasing sales tax 
and increasing gas prices. Theo-
retically, these changes in price 
will balance out so that the ex-
penditure of the average house-
hold on taxes remains the same.

Six Whitman students are 
currently working on passing the 
carbon tax by appealing to oth-
er Whitman students. In the 
near future they will try to ex-
pand into the greater Walla Wal-
la community. Currently the polls 
show that support for the tax is 
split down the middle. CCC hopes 
they can sway the vote in their fa-
vor before the ballot in November.

“There are different ways of 
addressing a pollution problem 
and economists tend to favor those 
ways that would achieve an emis-
sions reduction target in the lowest 
cost way and both cap and trade and 
emissions taxes would at least in 
theory achieve that objective,” Eco-

nomics Professor Jan Crouter said.
The tax is directed at busi-

ness rather than the individual.
“The companies that will be 

taxed will be able to pay these and 
it will help businesses adapt to re-
duce their carbon impact and there-
fore the cost of the tax that is put on 
them,” senior Margo Heffron said.

If the tax works as predicted, it 
will not disadvantage low income 
families in Washington state signif-
icantly. However, some low-income 
households that direct a high pro-
portion of their income towards high 
carbon emissions goods and servic-
es could have increased difficulties.

“The details of the initiative 
attempt to make sure that certain 
households don’t face a loss because 
the effect of a carbon tax would be 
to raise the price of carbon intensive 
goods and services. So if that were 
the end of the story there would be 
a loss and there would have to be 
a presumable offset by the gain to 
society for reducing the impact,” 
Crouter said. “I would be most wor-
ried...for low income households 
who already devote a large percent-
age of their incomes to the purchase 
of goods and services ...but the in-
itiative attempts to address that.”

Because of details like 
that, the more Washington cit-
izens know about i732, the 
more they tend to support it.

“A lot of people are opposed 
to a carbon tax in general but when 
people hear the specifics about how 
it actually works it’s a fairly sen-
sible solution, ” Williams said.

While i732 may be an imperfect 
solution, it is better than no solution.

“This is one of the biggest so-
lutions to fighting climate change 
as voters instead of waiting for 
a better solution in the next four 
years. It’s not the best solution, but 
it’s something that can put us in 
the right direction,” Heffron said.

Washington State considers 
new carbon tax

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.

from POSEY, page 1

Rethink Dams! petitions for 
breach of Snake River Dams

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

by ELIZABETH FRIEDMAN
Staff Reporter

ADVERTISEMENT

Rethink Dams!, a Whitman 
club led by Fiona Bennitt, sent 
a petition to Governor Inslee 

last week calling for the breaching 
of the lower four Snake River Dams.

The dams were created in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s by the fed-
eral government, but many are con-
cerned about the danger they pose 
to the species of wild salmon liv-
ing in the Snake. The dams also 
cost millions of dollars to operate 
each year. “Breaching” the dams in-
volves breaking through the dam 
structure and opening up the bot-
tom layer, for people and fish to be 
able to pass through. It is a cheap-
er alternative to removing the en-
tire dam, and it provides a similar 
effect for the river ecosystem. The 
breaching of the dams has already 
been authorized by an Environ-
mental Impact Study from the En-
gineers Army Corps completed in 
2002, but hasn’t been put into effect.

Bennitt and another mem-
ber of Rethink Dams!, Grace Lit-
tle, wrote the petition to call for the 
breaching last May to send to Wash-
ington State Senator Patty Murray. 
It was rewritten recently to deliv-
er to Governor Inslee this week at 
the Bill Grant Legacy Dinner, a din-
ner hosted by the Walla Walla Coun-
ty Democrats. While Bennitt and 
Little were unsuccessful in deliv-
ering it to Inslee at the dinner, they 
plan to mail it to him later this week.

Rethink Dams! sent the pe-
tition to Governor Inslee this 
past week with signatures from 
Whitman students, hoping to 
show the broad support Whit-

man has for breaching the dams.
Bennitt spoke about 

the effect she hopes the pe-
tition has on the governor.

“We would like Governor In-
slee to step up as a political leader in 
the Pacific Northwest  and tell either 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army, 
Jo-Ellen Darcy or President Oba-
ma himself to order the breaching 
of the lower four Snake River Dams 
starting immediately,” Bennitt said.

Many people are concerned that 
breaching the dams would cause an 
irreplaceable loss in a source of en-
ergy for the Pacific Northwest. In re-
ality, the dams only produce around 
5 percent of energy for the area.  

Bob Carson, retired Environ-
mental Studies and Geology Pro-
fessor at Whitman, spoke to the 
concerns about the loss in ener-
gy once the dams are breached.

“That [energy] could so easily be 
replaced with conservation. The sec-
ond easiest way to replace it would 
be wind and solar, or even geother-
mal in the cascades.” Carson said.

Jim Waddell, a former Army 
Corps Engineer in Walla Walla in 
charge of the environmental study on 
the dams that took place around 16 
years ago, also addressed the idea of 
replacing the loss with other sources 
of energy for the Pacific Northwest.

“Wind energy, in addition 

to conservation … has kept de-
mand down … there’s now 3 or 4 
times as much wind energy pro-
duced than those Snake River dams 
produce,” Waddell said. “What 
that sort of updated data tells us is 
that the notion that we’re going to 
lose all this power and we need it 
is false, we have surplus power.”

Waddell spoke about the effects 
of leaving the dams intact, despite 
the biological findings in environ-
mental impact study conducted by 
the Army Corps sixteen years ago.

“We were doing this $33 mil-
lion study to determine the feasibil-
ity of breaching the dams or overall 
alternatives to improve juvenile fish 
passage,” Waddell said. “The fact is, 
here we are fifteen-sixteen years lat-
er, and we’ve spent over $900 mil-
lion, rapidly approaching $1 bil-
lion, and the Corps affected no im-
provements for survival rates of 
salmon in the lower Snake River.”

To Bennitt and other com-
munity members actively in-
volved in the issue, breaching the 
dams is the only viable solution to 
the habitat destruction and myr-
iad environmental problems.

“I think that breaching the low-
er four snake river dams is the only 
way to save wild salmon runs here in 
the Pacific Northwest,” Bennitt said.

Jim Waddell, a former Army 
Corps Engineer in Walla Wal-
la in charge of the environmental 
study on the dams that took place 
around 16 years ago, also thinks 
that the only solution worth con-
sidering is breaching the dams.

“It’s no longer a matter of should 
we breach ... the question is how fast 
can we get it done now, since we’ve 
blown 16 years,” Waddell said.

“It’s no longer a matter of 
should we breach ... the 
question is how fast can 
we get it done now.” 
Jim Waddell
Former Army Corps of Engineer 

Whitman College community members form flotilla on the Snake River to protest dams in Fall 2015. Photo contributed by Emily 
Aumann.

Infographic by Peter Eberle
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IPF: New team, new ideas
One of the student play-

wrights, senior Maria Kajer-
cline, observed that a lot of the 
work they conducted with the 
professionals was to prepare 
them for the pressure of writ-
ing a ten-minute play overnight.

“[The visiting playwrights] 
give us a prompt, and then we’ll 
have thirty minutes to write 
something,” Kajercline said. 
“Sure, it’s not the whole ten-
minute play, but we...get in the 
habit of just writing, or writ-
ing something overnight.”

These exercises have helped 
Kajercline to be, in her own 
words, “as prepared as I can be, 
in terms of handling pressure.”

While Kajercline had partic-
ipated in past Instant Play Festi-
vals as an actress, this was her 
first experience as a playwright.

“I thought it’d be interesting 
to challenge myself to try writ-
ing,” Kajercline said before the 
festival. “I just think IPF is such 
a cool festival, I’ve always en-
joyed it, so I think it’ll be cool 
to be on a different part of it.”

Kajercline ultimately wrote 
the play “Family Secrets,” a co-

medic farce in which a fami-
ly gathering is ruptured by var-
ious dramatic reveals, including 
a pregnancy, a character com-
ing out of the closet to his mother 
and the discovery that said moth-
er was sleeping with her daugh-
ter’s boyfriend. The audience re-
sponded with laughter and de-
light, and the cast of “Family Se-
crets” received some of the loud-
est applause of the Sunday plays.

Junior Sara Staven, the light-
ing designer, also took on a new 
position for this year’s festival. 
She previously served as part of 
backstage crew and an actress.

“No one really knows what 
the IPF is gonna be like, with nor-
mal shows you can kind of look 
at a script and then kind of base a 

design around that,” Staven said. 
“But with the IPF, it really can 
be anything and everything.”

Achieving versatility in the 
production was a challenge for 
Staven. Much preparation was 
necessary to ensure that, when-
ever specific lighting instruc-
tions were requested by the di-
rector, they could be easily set 
up and incorporated into re-
hearsals and performances.

That preparation paid off 
in spades during the festival. 
Throughout the two nights, 
the lights dimmed for charac-
ters sneaking around, spotlights 
shined on actors having mo-
ments of shock, the lights shut 
off for scenes of power cuts 
and back lighting helped estab-
lish the tone of certain scenes.

For Archibald, the ef-
fort that was put into the In-
stant Play Festival produc-
tions have always been worth it.

“It’s a lot to organize, a 
lot of pieces to put together,” 
Archibald said. “But every-
body’s on board and full of en-
ergy and excitement, so it gen-
erally is a fun and easygoing–
with a little stress–project.”

Student actor Robin Rounthwaite [above], who performed in the Instant Play Festi-
val play “Quirky,” prepares for his role.  Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya 

Multicultural Arts Festival 
sparks conversations

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

from IPF, page 1

“[The festival is] bringing 
into light the diversity 
that is present in our 
community.”
Maggi Banderas
Assistant Director, Intercultural Center

Excitement and joy took over 
the atmosphere at Pioneer 
Park as dancers whirled in 

the center of an appreciative au-
dience of varying races and back-
grounds. The chance to bring 
these people together came in the 
form of the 23rd annual Diversi-
ty Day Multicultural Arts Festi-
val, which took place on Sunday, 
Sept. 25. This celebration of di-
versity in the community was put 
on by the Walla Walla Diversi-
ty Coalition, a local group devot-
ed to preventing discrimination 
and promoting cooperation among 
people of different backgrounds.

The event involved mu-
sic and dance performances, as 
well as booths with informa-
tion, activities and foods from 
a variety of different cultures.

This tradition of holding a 
festival was started by the local 
Baha’i community. Their event, 
Race Unity Day, was small and 
not as diverse as they had hoped. 
With the help of Dan Clark, the 
entertainment coordinator for the 
festival, they partnered with oth-
er groups in the community to 
form the Walla Walla Race Uni-
ty Coalition, now known as the 
Walla Walla Diversity Coali-
tion. This organization in turn 
expanded the multicultural fes-
tival so that it included a wider 
range of cultures and ethnicities.

Clark spoke to the pos-
itive aspects of the festival.

“It’s a time when peo-
ple come together and they feel 
good about their distinct char-
acteristics and their common 
characteristics,” Clark said.

Maggi Banderas, As-
sistant Director of the Inter-
cultural Center, described it 
from a different perspective.

“It’s an opportunity to bring 
a lot of different groups togeth-
er that might not interact regular-
ly into one setting,” Banderas said.

Now in its 23rd year, the fes-
tival has been very successful and 

widely attended. It is a chance 
for people to not only enjoy good 
food and entertainment, but to 
also look through “a little win-
dow on other cultures,” Clark said.

“For some Walla Wal-
lans,” Clark said, “[the festi-
val] gives them exposure to 
things and cultures they re-
ally have not experienced.”

Banderas agreed, say-
ing, “It’s a lot of celebration and 
also bringing into light the di-
versity that is present in our 
community that I don’t think 
is very visible all the time.”

Banderas also pointed out 
the impact the festival could 
have on Whitman students.

“I like the opportunity for 
them to break out of that bub-
ble and to see a little bit of the 
world that is Walla Walla,” Ban-
deras said. “Even if you get out of 
Whitman to just go downtown you 
don’t necessarily see those pock-
ets of diversity, so getting a chance 
to see that would maybe inspire 
them to get more involved in those 
discussions [about diversity].”

Whitman College has been 
involved with the Diversity Coa-
lition from very early in its exist-
ence, but the interaction between 
the two groups has been limited to 
staff members from the Intercul-
tural Center such as Banderas and 
Jennifer Lopez, the Program Ad-
viser for the Intercultural Center.

“This is the first year that 
they’re doing it in Septem-
ber, and it was with the inten-
tion of getting more participa-
tion from Walla Walla U, Whit-
man and the community col-
lege,” Banderas said. “We were 
offered a slot to fill with students 

that might want to participate, but 
we have had no student interest.”

One student from Whit-
man did end up reciting a poem 
in Italian at the festival, and first-
year Whitman student Bashar 
Haidar gave a short address on 
his experiences with diversity.

Lopez noted the importance 
of student involvement in events 
such as this and offered some sug-
gestions on how to encourage more 
of a connection between Whitman 
students and the Multicultural 
Arts Festival: “Definitely adver-
tising earlier and possibly even of-
fering this as an intern position co-
ordinating with the SEC that could 
start off in the spring.” Her idea is 
to have the student intern stay at 
Whitman during the summer so 
that they can help with planning 
for the festival. Then, in the fall, 
Whitman will be ready to partici-
pate more fully in the celebration.

Lopez added, “Even if we fail 
to get student performers, I think 
it’s still good that it’s occurring in 
September, so at least students can 
go and see and witness the experi-
ence. So in the following year, they 
have some sort of knowledge and 
draw back on that experience and 
be like, ‘Okay now I want to be a 
part of this as well.’ If anything, it 
will be a first eye-opener for them.”

“I think we need to push a lit-
tle further,” Banderas said, “And 
not just have an arts festival that’s 
nice and happy and celebratory, 
but push a little more on the dis-
cussions and dialogue relating 
to why those pockets of diversity 
are not very visible all the time.”

The festival, as it is now, 
has already given people a 
chance to connect with differ-
ent cultures in a positive way.

“We all need to be more un-
derstanding, open and apprecia-
tive of our diversity,” Clark said. 
“At the same time, we need to be 
sure that the diversity doesn’t 
fracture our community, there-
fore we need to celebrate our 
commonalities as well.” He add-
ed, “And mutual respect is really 
key. Understanding and respect.”

LinkedIn Headshot Day
Thursday, Sept. 29, 4-6 p.m., Reid Campus 

Center Side Lawn.

Fall Composers Concert
Sunday, Oct. 2, 3 p.m., Chism Hall. Free 

admission.

“Giants of Walla Walla”
Saturday, Oct. 1, 10 a.m.– 12 p.m., outside 
Memorial Building. $10 admission, free for 

children under 18.

“The Edge of Heaven” screening
Thursday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m., German House lawn. 

Free admission.

ArtSquared Opening Night
Friday, Sept. 30, 5 p.m. preview, 7 p.m. sale, 

Cavu Cellars.

Each Thursday, The Whitman 
Wire highlights several events 
happening on campus or in 

Walla Walla during the weekend. 
Here are this week’s picks:

Wire Watch
Week of September 29th

“Inheritable Blood: Slavery & Sovereignty in 
Early America and the British Empire” with 

Holly Brewer
Thursday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m., Olin Hall 138. Free 

admission.

Adam Trent
Friday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m., Gesa Power House 

Theatre. $27-$30 admission.

Dancers performing at the Diversity Day Multiucultural Arts Festival, the 23rd such festival put on by the Walla Walla Diversity 
Coalition.  Photo by Samarah Uribe

“[IPF is] a lot of pieces 
to put together...but 
everybody’s on board 
and full of energy and 
excitement.”
Prof. Renée Archibald
Department of Theatre and Dance

ADVERTISEMENT
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Column: Being an athlete of color at Whitman

Navigating the world through 
a non-white body is a diffi-
cult task, especially in col-

lege. Between the daily incidents of 
police brutality, the constant fear of 
becoming the next trending Face-
book or Twitter hashtag, attempt-
ing to keep up with academic stud-
ies, maintaining physical well-be-
ing, all while simply trying to stay 
sane, it is clear that being a person 
of color in this world is exhausting. 
Though all college students expe-
rience various difficulties through 
their respective identities, being a 
student of color is particularly impos-
sible today as we have entered what 
I deem a new “Civil Rights era.” 
With that said, it is extremely im-
portant for students in marginalized 
racial groups to find solace wher-
ever possible on college campuses, 
whether it be amongst similar bod-
ied individuals, friends, teammates 
or even professors. Needless to say, 

living in our skin is a difficult and 
sometimes lonely task to accomplish.

Along with possessing the iden-
tity of student of color, try adding an-
other identity: athlete. When the two 
roles collide, there are endless pos-
sibilities of potential microaggres-
sions one may encounter. “Oh you’re 
black, you must be on the basketball 
team,” or my personal favorite, “You 
say the n-word, why can’t I?” Though 
these comments may seem uninten-
tionally offensive, they are a detri-
ment to our emotional and mental 
well-being as marginalized students.

In addition to dealing with in-
cidents such as these, there are also 
expectations and assumptions that 
come along with being athletes of 
color that are not necessarily ap-
plicable to other-bodied students.

“Being an athlete of color is a 
chance for me to represent my fam-
ily and race in a positive way [and] 
it is amazing being able to share this 
experience with other black athletes 
on campus,” men’s basketball play-
er JoJo Wiggins said. “[But it] can 
be frustrating at times because peo-
ple tend to assume certain things 
about us.” As athletes in general, we 
are expected to achieve excellence 
on a consistent basis, as we are held 
to high moral, academic and phys-
ical standards. Additionally, being 
an athlete of color adds a new lev-
el of expectation to our racial com-

munities, as we act as role models 
for those who share our identities.

Now, aside from the difficul-
ties associated with being an athlete 
of color, there are a plethora of pos-
itives that outweigh them. One pos-
itive element that accompanies our 
roles as athletes is the voice we pos-
sess to promote social justice. 2016 
is a prime year for that voice to be 
heard, given 49ers quarterback Col-
in Kaepernick and other athletes’ re-
cent actions. A perfect example of 
this vocal agency in motion is Nao-
mi Lee, a member of the Whitman 
Women’s soccer team, who chose to 
kneel during the national anthem at 
her games for the rest of the season. 

“I’m choosing to kneel to protest 
police brutality and to recognize that 
not everyone in this country has the 
same freedom. As a person of color, 
I think it’s vital to stand in solidari-

ty with our black brothers and sis-
ters. As an athlete, I think it’s impor-
tant for us to use the platform that is 
available in order to bring attention 
to social issues,” Lee said. Lee’s sim-
ple act of solidarity is just one exam-
ple of athletic voices taking a stand 
and utilizing the visual platform 
we have been given at Whitman.

In the grand scheme of things, 
being an athlete of color is an em-
powering experience. Though we 
may feel separated from the rest of 
the Whitman community in an in-
describable manner at times, we 
have created a support system 
amongst ourselves that has served 
as a source of emotional and men-
tal stability throughout our col-
lege careers. We may not be on the 
same teams, but our individual suc-
cess is a shared group effort, as we 
are all rooting for one another on and 
off the court, attempting to achieve 
and celebrate excellence within 
our own tiny minority community.

In addition to this self-imposed 
support, our coaches and the rest of 
the athletic department are also in our 
corner—a luxury that many athletes 
of color do not possess within their 
collegiate programs. Being part of 
Whitman athletics is an outlet where 
we can unapologetically be ourselves 
at all times without consequence.

“When I play my sport, I see 
my team as an outlet; somewhere I 

feel comfortable, somewhere I will 
not be judged for what I look like, 
somewhere I can grind as much as I 
want,” said senior soccer player Tray 
Foy. “Somewhere I can shine even 
though my skin is dark, [and] some-
where I can just be me and exist as 
a brown body.” Whitman athletics 
has created a culture in which we as 
athletes, coaches and staff have de-
cided to welcome all walks of life 
and avoid discrimination, handling 
it properly when it arises. Though 
the space right outside the Sher-
wood doors may feel the opposite 
of accommodating a majority of the 
time, we collectively know that for 
the most part, once we step foot on 
the gym floor, soccer field or tennis 
court, we have a village of individ-
uals who love us and affirm our ex-
periences as Black, Asian, Hispan-
ic, Indian and other-bodied athletes.

All in all, though Whitman ath-
letics has created this space for ath-
letes of color to comfortably re-
side, Whitman as a whole has a 
lot of work to in creating a similar 
space for the non-athletic communi-
ty. We as an athlete population may 
be taking small steps in the right di-
rection, but the work has just be-
gun and there is room for improve-
ment in the future. I am honored to 
be a Whitman athlete of color and 
hope to see those improvements oc-
cur in my time left on this campus. 

Athlete Spotlight:
Shae Kanakaole named 

NWC Student-Athlete of the week

Whitman senior and vol-
leyball player Shae 
Kanakaole was named 

the Northwest Conference schol-
ar-athlete of the week. Kanaka-
ole had an impressive week on the 
hardwood, and was subsequently 
recognized for her offensive prow-
ess. In her fourth and final year 
playing volleyball for Whitman, 
she has been an important play-
er on and off the field. This week-
end Kanakaole led her team to 
their fourth straight win over the 
Willamette Bearcats and finished 
with top numbers in kills and digs 
with 13 and 23 respectively. Sat-
urday’s game did not go so well, 
as the Linfield Wildcats ended 
Whitman’s three game win streak. 
Despite the loss, Kanakaole 
helped keep the team afloat with 
a total of 12 kills and 3 blocks.

The Northwest Conference is 
not the only one noticing Kanaka-
ole’s important contributions.

“She continues to just put 
the ball away,” teammate Mi-
randa Taylor said after a Sept. 
23 win against Willamette.

On and off the field, the 

Whitman volleyball team is a 
force to be reckoned with. Af-
ter entering the season expect-
ed to finish eighth in the NW 
Conference, the team has split 
its first 12 games and features 
a shiny 3-1 conference record.

“We’re a really close knit 
group who hang out all the time,” 
Kanakaole said. “[This is] easi-
ly one of the closest teams I’ve 
been on since being at Whitman.”

The rest of the season will 
be important to the relative-
ly young team. Only three of the 
14 players are seniors. Kanaka-
ole is a captain, so part of her 
role on the team is to help the 
team continually improve.

“We have a lot of poten-
tial, so it’s all about bringing 
that potential out into games,” 
she said. Kanakaole’s younger 
teammates also noticed the suc-
cess that the team has had be-
hind its experienced leaders.

“This is a very competitive 
program. We all compete, in a 
healthy way,” sophomore Katie 
Sisson said. This competitive at-
titude is most likely a key role in 
the team’s success this year so far.

When Kanakaole initially 
embarked on her college search, 

Division III schools were an af-
terthought. These schools, how-
ever, quickly ascended onto her 
radar and she knew they would 
be the right fit due to the “equal 
academic and athletic involve-
ment” that is required. Since at-
tending Whitman, Kanakaole 
has faced challenges associat-
ed with being a student-athlete, 
but as with most challenges, they 
have provided her with experi-
ences and skills that she would 
not otherwise have acquired.

Like any student athlete, 
Kanakaole must find time for her 
wide array of responsibilities.

“When I’m at volley-
ball, it’s volleyball time,” 
Kanakaole said. “When I’m 
in school, it’s school time.”

This season has already been 
a great success for Whitman vol-
leyball and a vast improvement 
from last year. After dropping 
three of four games in a begin-
ning of the year tournament in 
Colorado, they won four games in 
a row and have already matched 
their win-total from last sea-
son. Kanakaole has been an inte-
gral part of the team’s early suc-
cess. This team is one to watch for 
the rest of the fall 2016 season.

Crowning a 
Champion: 

Playoffs or a Table?

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. Pacific Lutheran University, Sept. 24: W 3-1
Women’s
v. Willamette University, Sept. 24: L 2-0

VOLLEYBALL
v. Willamette University, Sept. 23: W 54-32

UPCOMING
SOCCER
Men’s: HOME  v. George Fox University, Oct. 1
Women’s: AWAY  v. Pacific University, Oct. 1

VOLLEYBALL
HOME v. Pacific Lutheran University, Sept. 30

by KATHLEEN DALY-JENSEN 
Sports Reporter

Left: Juniors Tim Howell (l) and JoJo Wiggins represent Whitman Basketball. Right: Senior Naomi Lee plays on the Women’s Soccer team. Photos by Jackie Greisen

Competitive sports are, by na-
ture, competitive. Their suc-
cess and excitement depends on 

having a winner–this is hardly up for 
debate. But how that winner is decid-
ed varies between sports and between 
leagues. All major American leagues 
have chosen the playoff format, but 
many respected foreign leagues, par-
ticularly European soccer leagues, 
have elected to decide their champi-
on based on who finishes at the top 
of the table. Is one definitively better?

Many leagues that currently 
employ a playoff format began with 
something closer to the table solu-
tion. While this worked for the most 
part when there were only a few 
teams in close proximity, region-
al and league expansion strained this 
method through ties, travel challeng-
es and unbalanced schedules. Con-
ferences, divisions and postseason 
games became the solution, devel-
oping over time into the systems we 
see today in the NFL and MLB. The 
playoff system arose as a way to de-
termine the league champion from 
the pool of division champions.

For team sports, Whitman’s 
Northwest Conference has foregone 
playoffs in favor of simply recogniz-
ing the team with the best record of 
the season. This top team receives a 
berth into the NCAA Division III na-
tional tournament, which does have 
a playoff format. Teams are there-
fore rewarded for season-long con-
sistency, but then are called on to be 
able to perform under pressure at a 
high level in the NCAA tournament.

Advocates for the table system 
claim it is fairer because teams that 
have performed extraordinarily well 
for an entire season do not risk an un-
fortunate call or play robbing them 
of their deserved championship. If 
the Portland Timbers had not capi-
talized on a goalkeeper error 26 sec-
onds into the 2015 MLS final, would 
they still have won? The table for-
mat rewards consistency and over-
all quality in a way that is much hard-
er in playoffs. Even multi-game play-
offs like those in the NBA and MLB 
are subject to the woes of injuries 
and hot/cold-streaks. The majority of 
top global soccer leagues have elect-
ed to follow the table format, allow-

ing it to be balanced by playoff-style 
competitions like the UEFA Champi-
ons League and the FA Cup. Purists 
in these countries believe the table is 
the fairest way to determine a winner.

Playoffs, however, remain 
popular in the United States and 
in some global leagues. The Foot-
ball League Championship, for ex-
ample, uses playoffs to determine 
the third team that will be promot-
ed to the English Premier League. 
Playoff supporters point to in-
creased excitement and interest as 
a major plus for the playoff format. 

In tables, teams are often elimi-
nated from championship contention 
long before the season ends, leaving a 
series of games being played mostly 
for pride. Leicester City’s remarkable 
championship in the Premier League 
was mathematically sealed with two 
games left in the season by a draw 
between two other teams. Leicester 
was not even playing that day, mean-
ing their championship moment was 
captured in a cell phone video rath-
er than on the field. If we imag-
ine instead Leicester being crowned 
in front of a packed Wembley sta-
dium in the hypothetical “Premier 
League Final,” we see how playoffs 
may be a tad more exciting. Moreo-
ver, the playoff system generates sig-
nificantly more money through ad-
ditional games and their accompa-
nying advertising opportunities.

So which is better? It may de-
pend. Let’s take soccer as a case 
study: For England, a relatively small 
country with a long season and enor-
mous passion and revenue from soc-
cer already, a table format allows for 
a champion to be determined more 
fairly overall. For MLS, however, the 
sheer geographic span of the league 
makes it costly to operate on a single 
table. The continued development of 
the league benefits from playoff reve-
nue, and for a sport that is already con-
sidered boring by many in the Unit-
ed States, some extra playoff thrill 
and publicity is certainly a benefit. 

There are costs and benefits 
to each system and, though each 
has seen success around the world, 
there is no definitively correct solu-
tion. Which system to choose can be 
a tough decision, with each league 
factoring in its own unique circum-
stances to determine whether a ta-
ble or playoff system is the best fit 
for determining its champion. 

Fortunately, many have opt-
ed to utilize both. By offering dis-
tinct trophies for winning the ta-
ble and for winning a playoff com-
petition, leagues allow more ben-
efit to come from competition: 
teams are rewarded for season-
long consistency, and everyone en-
joys the thrill of the playoff style.

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Reporter

Left: Shae Kanakaole rises up to return  
the ball across the net. Right: Kanaka-
ole poses for a photo before her senior 
year on the volleyball  team. Photo left 
by Tywen Kelly. Photo right by Matt Ban-
deras and contributed by Gregg Petcoff.

  Though all college 
students experience 
various difficulties 
through their respective 
identities, being a 
student of color is 
particularly impossible 
today.

  Playoff supporters point 
to increased excitement 
and interest as a major 
plus for the playoff 
format.

CHEROKEE 
WASHINGTON
Senior
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Skating through stereotypes

Within many women’s sports, 
there is a rigid image of what an 
athlete should look like: tall, skin-
ny and young. Like every other as-
pect of the sport, roller derby is un-
orthodox within that realm, too.

According to Wheeler, roll-
er derby destroys all tradition-
al stereotypes, from age to height 
to body type. As a Walla Wal-
la Sweet, you can do anything. 
No one will stop you from par-
ticipating because you do not 
fit the mold of a typical athlete.

One Sweets skater even has 
an insulin pump as part of her gear 
because she has Type 1 Diabetes.

Wheeler compared roller der-
by to football. Both sports need 
people other than the cookie-cut-
ter skinny, tall, athletic people.

“You need the cornbread-
fed mama hitting the table, the 
good eating boys, you need them 
in the line to block for you. You 
like the big-bottom girls block-
ing for you,” Wheeler said.

The team ranges from girls in 
their twenties up to those in their 
fifties. Wheeler added that roll-
er derby has more players over 

the age of 40 than any other sport.
Hillhouse mentioned that 

the Women’s Flat Track Der-
by Association (WFTDA) ac-
cepted a transitioning female 
into their association with open 
arms despite outside criticism.

“As long as you can skate 
(and we can teach that, too!) 
and have an interest in learning, 
there’s generally a place for eve-
ryone in derby,” Hillhouse said.

Sisterhood of the traveling 
Sweets

The Walla Walla Sweets are 
one of the most diverse, flam-
boyant and interesting fam-
ilies you will ever meet.

This community aspect in-
spires Wheeler to continue skating.

“It’s the family. [Team mem-
bers] become part of your fami-
ly. When you don’t have as great 
family ties with your own fam-
ily...these are my sisters, this 
is my family,” Wheeler said.

When the Fresh Meat walk 
into their first roller derby prac-
tice, they have no idea that they 
are signing up for a family.

“When girls come in, they 
don’t realize it’s just not play-

ing roller derby. We’ve got a lot 
of depth to us,” said Wheeler.

Although Melling only 
joined the team in Febru-
ary, she already considers the 
other skaters as role models.

“[My teammates are] 
kind of my inspiration...I’d 
like to be that person years 
down the road,” Melling said.

Like a family, the young-
er women have older women to 
look up to, forming a kind of sis-
terhood of the traveling Sweets.

Wheeler said, “I joke with the 
girls and say, ‘you shouldn’t be hit-
ting an old woman!’ [the girls re-
but]: ‘if that old woman wouldn’t 
be hitting back...!’ It’s mutual love.”

The Sweets combine the ca-
maraderie and discipline of a high 
school sports team to produce a 
team of adults who might not have 
the opportunity to experience 
that sort of teamwork elsewhere.

“I love it,” said Melling. 
“It’s kind of the highlight of my 
week, to just come and hang out...
there’s no work, no home life; 
you just hang out, have fun, tell 
jokes, hit each other, you know.”

Both Wheeler and Hillhouse, 
two of the longest standing mem-
bers of the Sweets, remarked that 

they had a hard time finding a sense 
of community and activities to bond 
over upon moving to Walla Walla.

“Knowing people isn’t 
the same thing as having 
your tribe,” Hillhouse stated.

“There’s so much positivity 
around this thing called roller der-
by. It’s so deep...you have no idea 
how it touches your life and affects 
your world and changes what a good 
person you can be,” Wheeler said.

Playing rough, but not dirty

There is no question that 
the Sweets are family, but on the 
rink their apparently sweet de-
meanor is transformed into de-
termination and intimidation.

“When you see [the Sweets] 
out on the track, they’re not 
afraid to hit people,” Hand 
said. “And they’re fast.”

Although witnessing the 
team’s skill and aggression is a 
bit intimidating for Fresh Meat 
like Hand, knowing that they 
double as family is comforting.

“Being a natural klutz is re-
ally hard,” Hand said. “Fall-
ing is the scariest part, but 
they teach you how to fall.”

While time heals most 

wounds, roller derby creates them.
Melling, who has played 

for almost a year, considers 
these wounds marks of progress.

“Bruises are rewarding be-
cause I earned them,” Melling said.

Since roller derby is a con-
tact sport, the skaters can-
not worry about hurting people.

Hand said, “I can hit and I’m 
not afraid to hit and it’s fun to hit...”

On the other hand, it can be 
difficult to let go of apprehensions 
about physical aggression. Wheel-
er considers that one of the big-
gest challenges of roller derby.

“I love to play hard, but I don’t 
ever like hurting anybody. My 
heart swells but it also shrinks at 
the same time...[I] always believe 
that it’s not how many times you 
fall; it’s about how many times you 
get up afterwards,” Wheeler said.

In the rink, competition be-
tween teams is fierce. At af-
ter-bout parties, however, oppo-
nents transition easily into friends. 
Wheeler said she wakes up to 
many Facebook friend requests 
the morning after these parties.

“The camaraderie of the love 
of the game is more overwhelm-
ing than the potential nastiness 
that isn’t even there,” Wheeler said.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT GAYLE TOWNSEND AT TOWNSEGV@WHITMAN.EDU

attending students will be entered in a raffle

presented by the student engagement center

explore graduate study programs in
many fields from 4 - 7 PM each night

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10: Education
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11: Humanities & Arts
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13: Health Sciences
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17: Natural Sciences & Mathematics

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25: Social Sciences
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26: Business

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24: Law

Meet in-person representatives in Reid Ballroom and attend virtual sessions in Reid 207. 

 

BONANZA
school
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ADVERTISEMENT

from ROLLER DERBY, page 1

A few members of the Sweets rollergirls take a break from drills and glide around the rink.  Photo by James Baker.

MORE THAN 
SKATING:

FINDING 
FAMILY ON 

THE RINK
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After watching the first 
presidential debate, you might 
be able to warrant some reason 
to continue your support for one 
of the two major candidates, or 
maybe you are now more con-
fused or maybe you didn’t even 
watch the debate because the 
American Democracy is a lie. I 
know I am having a hard time. 
Let’s throw our hands up and 
move to Canada or Denmark, 
because that is easy and reason-
able. To you I say, nothing worth 
it is ever easy. 

Pay attention to the down 
ticket races and figure out why 
you are voting. I am voting be-
cause I want solar industry re-
form in Arizona. I want Con-
gress to change and I want there 
to be more money for substance 
abuse education in Tucson 

schools. I am voting because the 
standard of living has increased 
and minimum wage needs to go 
up. As Obama said in his DNC 
speech, “Don’t boo. Vote.” It is 
your civic duty.

As a resident of Arizona, a 
state which has historically giv-
en all 11 electoral college votes 
to the Republican presidential 
nominee since 1952 except for 
once, it would make sense to 
vote for Trump. He is going to 
win anyway, so what’s the point. 
That is not the full story, not 
even half. This fall you are not 
only electing a president, you 
are electing governors, state 
representatives, corporate com-
missioners, mayors, judges and 
school board members. This 
election is not binary. It is not a 
Donald or a Hillary. We have to 
elect every single member of the 
House of Representatives and 34 
senators, the branch of govern-
ment that has the power to im-
peach the president, determine 

the budget and declare war.
Before you write-off this 

election entirely, remember that 
the American Democracy has 
been designed and defended 
for life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. Continue to ques-
tion and challenge and work to 
improve this great nation, but do 
not lose hope because America 
does not boil down to the binary. 

On November 8th, vote. 
Vote for the women and men 
who have devoted their lives to-
ward achieving this right. Vote 
for the citizens of Nigeria and 
Afghanistan who pray every 
night to have competitive, free 
elections. Vote for the workers 
who won’t make it to the polls 
because they have two jobs and 
are struggling. Vote for the 11 
million immigrants searching 
for a pathway to citizenship. 

So if someone tells you that 
your vote doesn’t matter, I hope 
you can laugh that off as ludi-
crous.

Op-Ed: Why my vote 
matters and yours does too

Dear Communist Pinko Sub-
versive Editors;

We, the Whitman Col-
lege Republican Club, strongly object 
to your recent article “Campus Re-
publicans have less sense of humor 
than expected” and its libelous impli-
cations about our upstanding organ-
ization. In particular, we condemn 
in the strongest terms the insinua-
tion that we have any sense of humor 
whatsoever. Humor, as any right-
thinking, sound-minded, red-blood-
ed American (TRUMP TRUMP 
TRUMP TRUMP TRUMP MAKE 
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN 
BUILD THE WALL DEPORT THE 
UNDESIRABLES BOMB MEG-
YN KELLY) should know, is a lib-
eral scheme which the Clinton-con-
trolled mainstream media is using to 
prepare us for the New World Order’s 
upcoming grab for power, and we, 
being cold-blooded misanthropes 
who blow our noses on hundred-dol-
lar bills embezzled from third-world 
orphanages, detest it in the superla-
tive.

We feel that this is part of a 
larger conspiracy by The Pioneer, 
ASWC, Jay Inslee, Bernie Sanders, 
Kim Jong-Un and Che Guevara to 
paint us as “relatable,” “inclusive,” 
“friendly” and “interested in having 
a conversation” when we are, in fact, 
horrible human beings who would 
not spit in your face if you were on 
fire. On the same day as the alleged 
display of “(a) little sense of humor,” 
fabricated flyers were found on our 
table claiming that we were all about 
“promoting ideological diversity on 
campus” and–even more shocking–
that we “care deeply about the poor 
and other disadvantaged groups.” 
Even this, though, is eclipsed by the 
outright infiltration of the booth by 
two–TWO–persons in flagrant pos-
session of uteruses, who proceeded to 
tell lie after lie about our organization 
to the students of this great College, 
even going so far as to encourage 
such scum as Feminists, Democrats, 
Foreign Nationals and Lacrosse Play-
ers (may The Almighty Donald pre-
serve us from such fiends!) to sign 
up for our listserv, which as a conse-
quence lost its Judenfrei certification 
from Party Headquarters.

So allow us to set the record 
straight: We are all straight-up scum 
who spend our weekly meetings 
lounging about in the Jewett Red 
Room sipping the tears of Syrian 
refugees and prostrating before our 
life-sized, gold-plated statue of Da-
vid Duke’s head superimposed on Je-
sus’s body. Any women or minorities 
spotted at these meetings are there to 
serve drinks and give back rubs and 
are absolutely not anything resem-
bling valued members of our organ-
ization, important contributors to any 
so-called “conversation” or our–pt-
hooie!–friends.  If they tell you oth-
erwise, it is because they are upset at 
the fact that God doesn’t like them 
as much as He likes us rich white 
combovered polo-wearing cisgen-
dered heterosexual males (TRUMP 
TRUMP TRUMP TRUMP TRUMP 
SEND CLINTON TO PRISON 
KILL THE CONDORS NUKE 
CNN COMPULSORY SCHOOL 
PRAYER NOW). Now, in the name 
of Reagan the Almighty, we compel 
you to leave us, our twenty-seven Su-
per PACs, and our reclusive subcul-
ture with its huge flag display and 
thirteen freight cars of branded swag 
alone.

Yours in Service to the Mother-
land,    
 Emma C. Philbrook.

P.S:  How dare you accuse me 
of being female!  All of the men in 
my family have been named Emma 
since our glorious ancestor, Emma 
Kristoff “Bash Their Brains Out In 
Front of Their Subjugated Women 
and Children” von Shepperlich. 

P.S.S:  At next year’s recruit-
ment fair, we’re building a wall 
around our booth and making your 
Humor section pay for it.

The curious case of 
Colin Kaepernick

Voices from the Community Will you vote in November? Why or why not? Photos by James Baker

Multiple students stated that they do not 
plan to vote this year but declined to be 
quoted. Just 41.2% of eligible 18-24 
year olds voted in the 2012 election. 

Source: Pew Research Center

NICHOLAS
COLLARD
First year

“Yes. I want Hillary Clinton to be pres-
ident and I am registered to vote in Col-
orado which is a swing state, so I feel 
more inclined to vote.”

JEFF
MINTO
Exhibition Chef

“I am, and you should always vote, 
otherwise democracy is pointless.”

ELIZABETH
PHILLIPS
Junior

“I am voting in November because I 
think it’s important that we all partici-
pate if it’s a democracy.”

Letter 
to the 
Editor

The First Amendment guar-
antees freedoms concerning 
religion, expression, assem-

bly and the right to petition. Re-
cent events suggest that there might 
be some ‘exclusion’ to these rights 
when the views expressed conflict 
with the norms and values many 
hold dear. Colin Kaepernick, back-
up quarterback of NFL’s San Fran-
cisco 49ers, has paid the price since 
last month when he knelt 
during the national anthem 
prior to his team’s first game 
on ‘Monday Night Football.’ 
His gesture supports people 
of color, and in particular of 
the black community in the 
United States, which con-
tinually suffers from police 
brutality. Kaepernick’s mes-
sage is clear: his home coun-
try has failed to accomplish 
the race equality it always 
seems to preach.

Kaepernick admirably 
tried to give a voice to those 
that are voiceless, and in 
particular to those that have 
lost loved ones to police vi-
olence. His gesture was sup-
posed to raise awareness and 
make people think about 
the current problematic ra-
cial situation that remains 
unaddressed in the United 
States. Instead it has caused 
very strong negative reac-
tions in public spheres and 
social media. Many claim 
that he has offended Amer-
ican patriotism and ide-
als, that he doesn’t love his 
country, and that he doesn’t 
deserve to be an Ameri-
can. Last week, Twitter was 
growling because ESPN an-
alyst Trent Dilfer blasted Kaeper-
nick by saying that he should worry 
about playing rather than protest-
ing because his actions were caus-
ing friction among his team. Dil-
fer was eventually proved wrong 
as Kaepernick’s teammates became 
inspired by his actions and fol-
lowed him in his protest. Unfortu-
nately, the more his protest garners 
supporters, the stronger the nega-
tive reaction of the media.

I can’t help but feeling deep-
ly disturbed by the many hate-
ful reactions that this peaceful ac-
tion inspired. It seems that watch-
ing young, primarily Africa-Amer-
ican men (68% of NFL players are 
African-American) beat each other 
up every Sunday has become more 
important than shedding light on 
racial issues. Sports are supposed 
to be fun, but racial issues are not. 
Apparently, players are not enti-

tled to their right of peaceful pro-
test in support of the African Amer-
ican community if they are a pro-
fessional football player. Apparent-
ly, those players are not entitled to 
the basic rights of an American be-
cause people like Trent Dilfer will 
come out and tell them to simply 
shut up and worry about doing their 
job. Apparently being an American 
means minding your own business. 
It doesn’t matter if innocent people 
are dying due to police brutality, es-
pecially when those are not white 

people. The only time when black 
people matter to you is when they 
sing or play professional sports.

Apparently, what makes a pa-
triotic American is standing up and 
having your hand over your heart 
when the national anthem plays. 
It is pretending that everything is 
okay and that other people are okay 
too, because if they are not, well, 
that is their problem to deal with 
it. Football fans don’t have to wor-
ry about African Americans or oth-
er racial groups because if they 
have no connection to the players 
(beyond wearing jerseys with the 
players’ names on the back), it’s 
not a real problem. Americans tru-
ly believe that USA is the greatest 
country on Earth, despite it not be-
ing quantitatively the best at any-
thing. Unfortunately, many close 
their eyes to injustice or even refuse 
to believe that anything was ‘un-

just’ in the first place. Because this 
is the greatest and most democrat-
ic country on Earth, right? It could 
not possibly bring injustice upon its 
people.

Fortunately, there are those 
like Kaepernick who are not obliv-
ious to the real issues that the coun-
try has, people who recognize 
that ethnic oppression is still pre-
sent and that racial equality is no-
where to be found. And yet, peo-
ple like Kaepernick tend to be ‘cru-
cified’ the most because kneeling 

to the anthem in sign of pro-
test is more problematic and 
unpatriotic than wanting to 
chase immigrants away or 
shooting innocent black peo-
ple. When retired NFL play-
er Darren Sharper went to 
jail for rape, nobody said an-
ything. Another player got 
only a one game suspension 
because he was outed by his 
wife for beating her several 
times, but nobody said any-
thing. Then a player doesn’t 
kneel during the anthem and 
everyone goes crazy.

Kaepernick is doing 
what the media is supposed 
to do. Instead of worrying so 
much about why Brangelina 
broke up, it would be refresh-
ing to see a broader cover-
age of the shooting of young 
black men on the streets by 
the police. It would be very 
appreciated if the victims 
were treated as such and 
that the media would not try 
to find something for which 
to blame them, like their 
past history or their ‘suspi-
cious’ Facebook pictures. It 
would also be appreciated if 
the black kids that have died 
were portrayed as kids by 
the media and not as adults, 

as Ryan Lochte should be talked 
about.

This protest should inspire 
other people to take a stand when 
it comes to racial issues. It should 
make people reflect on the flawed 
society they are in and not close 
their eyes in front of the injustice. 
This protest should bring solidarity 
with Kaepernick’s good intentions 
and with those that suffer injustice, 
not cause anger because he violated 
the ideals of ‘American patriotism’ 
and ‘American values’ by not sing-
ing the anthem. What are Amer-
ican patriotism and values even? 
Are they ‘singing the anthem’ and 
buying more red and blue stickers 
during the Olympics? Or do they 
mean living in a free society in 
which justice is brought upon peo-
ple, despite their skin colour, their 
ethnicity or beliefs? Unfortunately, 
the latter is not the answer.

by RINA CAKRANI
Staff Reporter

EMMA C. PHILBROOK

Dear Mom,

Last weekend, I hooked up 

with someone from my Encoun-

ters class at the 80s dance. It 

was really chill, but now I think I 

have feelings for them. I’m trying 

to play it cool, since I’m worried 

they’re not into it—they don’t sit 

by me in class any more, and it’s 

been pretty awkward since that 

night. What should I do?

Jilted in Jewett

Dear Jilted in Jewett,
I’m sorry. Situations like 

this can drain the better part of 
our good nature. Although you 
are confused and unsure as to 
how to proceed from the sound 
of your note, it is clear that the 
status quo can’t and shouldn’t 
continue much longer. The good 
news, is that there’s salt for these 
kind of things–if you have the 
stomach to apply it.

The first thing to know is 
that you’re not alone. In the 
course of Whitman history, you 
are not the only one who has en-
countered a problem like this and 
you are certainly not the only one 
who has had an interesting 80’s 
dance night. In the end we’ve 
all been there, but not everyone 
could’ve received the quality ad-
vice of a trusted columnist at the 
time, so today’s your lucky day.

One reality to consider is 
that the person might not feel 
the same way. From a third par-
ty perspective, if they’re not 
continuing to make an effort to 
reach out, they might not be in-
terested in pursuing anything 
further. Drunk or impromptu 
hookups sometimes lead to an 
emotional connection between 
two people that lasts for less than 
the lifespan of a fruitfly. Some-
thing to think about the next 
time you find yourself sweating 
with other first-years in clothes 
purchased from Goodwill while 
gyrating to music on the Prentiss 
lawn. If this is the case, they’re 
not worth it. Gain wisdom from 
the experience and move on.

That being said, they might 
just feel like they don’t know 
where to go from here. If you’re 
feeling bold, maybe it’s your turn 
to make the first move and sit by 
them. See how it goes, maybe 
you’ll get some good conversa-
tion in before class and be able to 
read the signals more clearly. Ei-
ther way, you’ll get the chance to 
get to know them better—may-
be next time you see them in the 
dining hall, you can take your 
friendship out the classroom.

A lot of times, it all comes 
down to miscommunication, 
and the feeling of awkwardness 
is probably mutual. Making the 
first move towards friendship 
will be well received whether 
or not they’re interested in you 
romantically, and give you the 
chance to feel it out and see if 
they are. At the very least, En-
counters will be less awkward. 
You’ll have to be there for a full 
year, so make the best of it!

With love,
Mom

Have questions of your own? 

Write into dearmom2017@gmail.

com

Dear Mom 
Advice 
Column

Illustration by Meg Cuca

Illustration by Meg Cuca

ERIN LOPEZ

Contributed by
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Seventy years ago, FDR 
signed executive order 9066, 
forcing Japanese-Americans 

to move into wartime internment 
camps. Twenty years ago, Bill 
Clinton accepted inter-marital 
fellatio inside the oval office. And 
just a few months ago, presiden-
tial hopeful Donald Trump called 
a U.S. federal judge unfit to serve 
because of his Mexican heritage.

Sadly, the day of political 
folly is once again upon us–yet 
another hopeful leader has flown 
too close to the sun, only to spiral 
down into the ocean of shame, de-
spair and self-torment. This time, 
however, it comes with far more 
sinister consequences than a few 
Japanese people having to move 
homes for a little while. We like to 
think of the Whitman campus as 
an inclusive place to learn, share 
ideas and grow as individuals. 
Well, listen loud and clear, my 
Birkenstock wearing brothers and 
sisters: we have been living a lie.

By now you should have 
heard that our very own Icarus, 
former Inter-fraternity Coun-
cil President and confirmed mor-
al deviant, Lorenzo Silva, was 
unanimously impeached due to 
allegations of abusing the impar-

tiality of his position. In a classic 
“Oh fuck me, did I really just do 
that” kind of moment, Silva acci-
dentally sent a text meant for the 
TKE president to a woefully un-
aware group of IFC leaders out-
lining his attempts to use the IFC 
presidential post to ensure TKE 
hegemony within Whitman Greek 
life. When asked to comment, Sil-
va could be heard yelling, “And 
I would have gotten away with 
it too, if it weren’t for you med-
dling kids!” before being gagged 
and carted off by IFC peace keep-
ing troops sent to maintain or-
der in these tumultuous times.

Yes, frat-gate is disappoint-
ing for a number of reasons. It’s 
a sad day when the legitimacy 
of such an exceptionally moral-
ly conscious, community driv-
en and change-oriented institu-
tion such as IFC fails to protect 
its slew of upper class white guys. 
Where else but by the divine 
grace of IFC can we organize that 
one weekend where people feign 
love of Greek life, regulate buy-
ing kegs for Tuesday parties and 
collectively bargain local dealers 
for more reasonable weed prices?

After interviewing some 
fellow IFC leaders, it was clear 
that Lorenzo “Dilma Rouseff” 
Silva was indeed guilty of his 
crimes. After a lengthy few min-

utes of deliberation, and more 
than a few keystones, fellow 
greek leaders decided, “Fuck 
it, lets just give him the ax.” 
Weary from a late night of su-
per smash brothers and drunk-
enly yelling, “Wake up Jewett!” 
from the TKE front porch, an-
other fellow fraternity President 
and self-proclaimed moral arbi-
ter of impartiality, corroborated 
the sentiment of his IFC breth-
ren, before mumbling, “Wel-
come to the thunder-dome” to no 
one in particular, and whisper-
ing “IFC... IFC... IFC...” before 
slinking back to whence he came.

Another fraternity presi-
dent added that it “really was 
not chill” what Lorenzo did, be-
fore leaving to go ritualistical-
ly burn a bunch of couches in 
Beta’s backyard, after first lis-
tening to some Creed and blow-
gun hunting campus squirrels.

After such turmoil, it is dif-
ficult to predict where greek life 
on campus might turn–but nev-
ertheless, have faith. In these 
dark times, the work of a Sil-
va-less IFC, and the courageous 
spirit of the few Greek lead-
ers who eagerly caste out Sil-
va onto the streets of Walla Wal-
la, might indeed bring truth, rec-
onciliation and drunken de-
bauchery back to our community.

by BEN FREEDMAN
Senior Hipster Analyst

The Whitman Health Cent-
er is looking to hire sever-
al new staffers to deal with 

the seasonal influx of stuffy nos-
es, sore throats and “a whole 
bunch of other gross drippy stuff 
we don’t want to touch,” prima-
ry and only doctor Purdon Whip-
ple said. The number of students 
coming into the center suffer-
ing from colds, inexplicable rash-
es and surprise cancer has over-
whelmed Dr. Whipple’s errat-
ic office hours and spilled over 
into the nurses’ busy schedules.

“Frankly, we don’t have the 
time or the patience to deal with 
all that whining,” nurse Jen-
ny Bobbitt said. Another nurse 
popped her head around the door 
and added, “Yeah, there’s enough 
wine around here already!” The 
two medical professionals shared 
a lengthy chortle and a practiced 
high-five, then went on break.

Some of the duties to be per-
formed by the new staffers will in-
clude listening to student health 
complaints while sucking air 

in through teeth sympathetical-
ly, making it rain ibuprofen as if 
they were in a geriatric strip club 
and, if that does not work, calling 
for an ambulance to take the stu-
dent to the emergency room. “I 
just don’t know what kind of hor-
rible virus can’t be fixed through 
sympathy or throwing painkillers 
at it,” Dr. Whipple anxiously add-
ed. “They don’t teach this kind 
of thing at Doctor University.”

The new employees should 
fit in with the work environment, 
embodied in the Health Cent-
er motto “Vae Aeger Maximus” 
which translates to, “Get These 
Students Out of Here as Soon as 
Possible Before They Make us 
Sick.” These words, spelled out 

on both sides of the Health Cent-
er door with free cough drops, are 
the first thing staffers will see in 
the morning and the last thing 
they will see when they leave.

Qualified applicants should 
have a strong throwing arm for 
maximum medicine slinging, and 
preferably no previous experi-
ence. “We’re sick of these hordes 
of Whitman WFRs coming in 
here with their so-called ‘ide-
as,’” Jenny Bobbitt said, throw-
ing up air quotes around the last 
word. Training will be provided 
either on the job or not at all, au-
thorities have not yet decided.

Applicants should come to 
the interview with new ideas on 
how to improve the Health Cent-
er, which has been struggling 
with relevance ever since the 
gym started handing out free Ad-
vil. “We’re trying to become the 
lead in health care,” Whipple said. 
“That’s why we have so much 
lead in our water.” Contenders 
should be comfortable with hand 
sanitizer and admitting they do 
not know what is going on. Drop 
off resumés at the Health Cent-
er between 8 a.m and 8:05 a.m.

by CLARA WHEELER
Prospie Enthusiast

I walk into Reid on a Thursday 
afternoon to pick up my mail 
and my senses are immediately 

bombarded with the sounds of our 
prestigious alumni and their hoards 
of near-identical spawn, checking 
in for their weekend of nostalgia 
and quiet desperation. For students, 
alumni weekend provides a sober-
ing realization that their future as 
a child-toting alumnus donned in 

un-ironic “Whitman Dad” gear 
is only a few resume lines away.

Across the room, I see a stu-
dent heading to the ballroom to net-
work with the alumni. He tells me 
he has been in the SEC all week 
preparing his resume for this mo-
mentous weekend where he will no 
doubt be offered his choice of min-
imally engaging, unpaid intern-
ships in exchange for his experi-
ence as a summer camp counselor. 
As he tells me this, I watch his gaze 
become distant while he contem-

plates hope, freedom and the mor-
tal shackles of his five year plan.

As I make my way across cam-
pus, I see Whitties and their L.L. 
Bean catalog children frolicking 
around Ankeny reliving the days 
of yore. I hear a pair of current stu-
dents observing the scene with dis-
tress. “Is that our future?” lament-
ed one, “is that all there is? Mar-
rying a Whitman student and ex-
changing my Chacos for a sensible 
pair of Keens?” The contemplative 
silence is interrupted as her phone 

buzzes with an email from Noah 
Leavitt about taking advantage 
of the Whitman alumni network.

On the other side of Ankeny, a 
former and current Whitman stu-
dent stand facing one another, eyes 
locked, stuck in an endless game 
of mirroring each other’s move-
ments as they jointly commune 
with the spirits of Marcus and Nar-
cissa. Kathy Murray watches from 
the clocktower as the homogenei-
ty of the upper middle class PNW 
donor archetype takes hold of cam-

pus. The two Whitties emerge from 
their seance, equally convinced 
of the ethical merits of a need-
sensitive financial aid system.

Alumni continue to wander 
the halls of campus staring un-
comfortably long at all of the stu-
dents going about their routines. 
The students stare back to dis-
cern which older versions of them-
selves will be crashing their par-
ties later that night. Both contem-
plate their fleeting youths as a lone 
frisbee sails through the night.

by MEGUMI RIERSON
Chief Ivory Tower Correspondent

After collectively decid-
ing that they were “the 
hero Gotham deserves 

but not the one it needs,” Whit-
man’s Vigilante Feminist group 
was last seen slinking away into 
a dark alley by the young son of 
Police Chief Commissioner Gor-
don. With Dr. Mansplain and The 
Gas Lighter still on the loose, 
this surely spells doom and ad-
herence to patriarchal norms for 
the good people of Gotham City.

“I’m sure that, wherever they 
are, they’re still watching, wait-
ing, a silent protector of the night, 
ready to swoop in and chastise 
backpage columnists at a mo-
ment’s notice,” Jeff Bridges said 
while doing an epic keg stand.

“I’m deeply saddened by 
the loss of this modern, dynam-
ic, progressive group,” Mar-
gret Sanger’s ghost added. 

“Hahaha my nefarious scheme 
is sure to succeed now that nobody 
is left to slip passive-aggressive let-
ters under the doors of first years,” 
Local fraternity president Dark-
er Pawson said shortly after fall-
ing into a vat of extremely radioac-
tive and microagressive chemicals

If you’re reading this Vigi-
lante Feminists, hear my plea. We 
need you now, more than ever. 
Who else will make us consider 
the dire patriarchal implications of 
casually drinking beer on a porch? 
Who else will take it upon them-
selves to rebalance every inequi-
ty facing well-educated women?  
Who else will put food on the table 
of poor, emaciated backpage writ-
ers who earn a mere twelve dol-
lars an article? Take heart sweet 
Vigilante Feminists, I beg of you. 
Do not go gently into obscuri-
ty’s bitter embrace. Spray-paint 
your hockey pads obsidian, wrap 
your mother’s drapes around your 
shoulders and never capitulate to 
those who say you aren’t Batman.

by TREVOR LEWIS
VP at Consulting Division at The Wire LLC

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash

IFC President impeached, campus 
falls into moral abyss

Alumni weekend helps students meet 
future selves, confront mortality

Vigilante Feminists 
are gone. Who will 
save Gotham now?
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Whitman Health Center to 
hire new staff

  Qualified applicants 
should have a strong 
throwing arm for 
maximum medicine 
slinging, and preferably 
no previous experience


