
PIONEERT h
e

Inside News
The ASWC special election results 
are in! Senior Jack Anderson and 
sophomore Paris Fox discuss goals 
for their term as senators. 

PAGE 3

WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE? 

Sports
Last weekend, the Whitman wom-
en’s tennis team hosted and posted 
strong results in the USTA/ITA Re-
gional Tournament.

PAGE 5

Feature
The Spectrum: Whitman senior Mc-
Call Calhoun is in the process of 
starting her own non-binary gender 
clothing line.

PAGE 6

Opinion
Columnist Cy Burchenal wonders 
whether the Libertarian Party missed 
its one shot at winning a presidential 
election. 

PAGE 7

Online
Didn’t have the chance to read last 
week’s articles? Catch up online! 

whitmanwire.com

PIONEERPIONEER Vol. CXXXIX  October 5, 2016 

ISSUE 5 Whitman news since 1896

Fine art pieces from a myriad of local artists line the shelves at ArtWalla’s ArtSquared show. Photo by James Baker.

6x6 Perspectives on Display

Mixed gender housing 
debated at Cookies 

and Controversy

see DISCUSSION, page 2

by ELEANOR MATSON
Staff Reporter

The Whitman communi-
ty participated in a dis-
cussion this past week 

about the benefits and draw-
backs of mixed-gender housing.

This discussion took place at 
a Cookies and Controversy event, 
organized by Resident Directors of 
Anderson and Jewett, Luke Hamp-
ton and Brian Glickman. The dis-
cussion, formally titled, “The De-
bate of Same vs. Mixed-Gender 
Living” was led by Assistant Pro-
fessor of Psychology Erin Pahl-
ke. The discussion covered the 
psychological questions of living 
in same gender or mixed gender 
housing situations. “Mixed-gen-
der housing” can be an ambigu-
ous term, but for this discussion it 
referred to the setup on the fourth 
floor of Jewett, with every oth-
er room switching off from male 
to female. Students met this past 
Saturday night in the main lounge 
of Jewett to talk about their opin-
ions on changing more of Whit-
man’s residencies to look like the 
fourth floor of Jewett. Many stu-
dents favored offering more mixed 
gender living options, some of 

the reasons being it de-emphasiz-
es the difference between the gen-
ders and creates a more inclusive 
atmosphere in the residence halls.

Pahlke, whose specialty in-
volves research on single gender 
schooling, spoke about her intent 
in leading the discussion at Cook-
ies and Controversy. She facilitat-
ed the discussion by framing ques-
tions that caused students to see 
both sides of the argument, for 
and against mixed gender housing.

“I tried, over the course of the 
hour, to get people to think about 
potential benefits or drawbacks of 
having single versus mixed gender 
housing. I framed it in terms of the 
sorts of debates people have about 
single sex schooling,” Pahlke said.

Politics, Rhetoric unite to help 
students engage in election season

by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

Live screenings of presidential 
debates have allowed more 
opportunities for Whitman 

students to contemplate how polit-
ical rhetoric is an important com-
ponent of American democracy.

This year, the Politics and 
Rhetoric Departments teamed up to 
provide live screenings of the three 
presidential debates and one vice 
presidential debate. In the past, the 
Politics Department has done these 
live screenings by itself. However, 
Associate Professor of Politics Su-

sanne Beechey and Assistant Pro-
fessor of Rhetoric Heather Hayes 
chose to collaborate because they 
were both teaching courses on the 
2016 elections this fall. Both are 
supplementing the debate in ways 
that relate to their respective fields. 
In the first presidential debate on 
Monday, Sept. 26, Hayes put up 
posters around Olin Auditorium to 
help students live tweet comments 
on logical fallacies the candidates 
used in the debate. Live tweet-
ing also occurred at the vice pres-
idential debate on Tuesday, Oct. 
4. For the second presidential de-
bate, Beechey will lead a discus-

sion exploring which important 
issues the debate failed to cover.

Students and professors 
alike concurred that both the dis-
ciplines of politics and rhetoric 
shed light on the workings of de-
mocracy. The professors hoped 
that combining knowledge from 
both fields allowed students to see 
not only which issues were be-
ing discussed, but how they were 
being discussed. These hopes 
were realized as students applied 
what they had covered their pol-
itics and rhetoric courses to cri-
tique the first presidential debate.

see DEBATES , page 2

Students watch the first presidential debate in Olin auditorium.  Photo by Henry Honzel

ArtSquared event showcases, sells local art

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Around a thousand six by six-
inch squares of artwork, 
each unique and differ-

ent, lined the walls of CAVU Cel-
lars as people milled around lis-
tening to music and picking out 
their favorite paintings. This was 
the fourth annual ArtSquared 
event, which ran from Friday, 
Sept. 30 through Sunday, Oct. 2.

ArtSquared is an art show 
put on by ArtWalla, a volunteer-
run organization devoted to pro-
moting and supporting the arts 
and art education in the Wal-
la Walla area. Participating art-
ists are given ten small canvas-
es to paint however they choose 
and are then displayed at the 
show, each priced at 36 dollars.

Tricia Harding, who 
was on the planning commit-
tee for ArtSquared, explained 
why this format was chosen.

“We’re trying to make art ac-
cessible to everybody,” Harding 

said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re 
buying one of the best-known art-
ists in Walla Walla or someone 
who’s a Whitman College stu-
dent; they’re all the same price.”

Harding also spoke of the 
reasoning behind the event.

“The purpose is a fundrais-
er for ArtWalla,” Harding said, 
“but it’s kind of multi-pronged 
in that we not only want to raise 
money, but we also wanted to cre-
ate a community both for the vis-
ual artists that are working in the 
community, to bring them to-
gether to work on a project.”

Harding explained that some 
of the money raised goes toward 
keeping ArtWalla in operation, 
but the bulk of the funds goes to-
ward supporting arts education.

ArtSquared has been very suc-
cessful in the past and continues to 
grow. The first ArtSquared event 
attracted around 60 artists. This 
year, the number is close to 110 and 
this number includes returning art-
ists as well as new ones. Accord-
ing to Harding, around 40 percent 

of involved artists this year are 
first-time ArtSquared participants.

A number of these artists are 
from Whitman. Charly Bloomquist, 
a photography professor at Whit-
man, explained why he wanted 
to get involved with ArtSquared.

“It was an interesting chal-
lenge,” Bloomquist said. “It gave 
me an opportunity to make work 
that I’d been thinking about for 
a while but hadn’t explored yet.”

Eric Rannestad, a junior at 
Whitman, explained that he par-
ticipated in the show to have 
fun and to also get exposure.

“You meet new people, 
and maybe an opportunity will 
arise from that,” Rannestad said.

Rannestad also com-
mented on the value of ArtS-
quared as an opportunity for 
artists to try out new things.

“For the artist, it’s experimen-
tal,” Rannestad said, “because it’s 
a lot of work to produce ten [piec-
es] but they’re all so small…and so 
you have fun, get experimental.”

see ART SHOW, page 4

“I tried, over the course 
of the hour, to think 
about potential benefits 
or drawbacks of having 
single versus mixed 
gender housing.”
Erin Pahlke
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
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Departments 
collaborate to live 

stream debate
The goal of examining both 

the politics and the rhetoric be-
hind the debates is to make stu-
dents more passionate and 
knowledgeable about the work-
ings of the government repre-
senting them. Presidential de-
bates provide a special chance 
to do this because their tra-
jectory changes in real time.

“I see the debate viewing as 
an opportunity for students to 
come together and engage in a 
real, live political text. They get to 
see it unfolding in front of them. 
It’s an opportunity to apply all 
the skills and insights from their 
politics courses,” Beechey said.

In order to effectively do 
this, citizens must understand 
the building blocks of those argu-
ments. Part of engaging in dem-
ocratic government is thinking 
deeply about how the ways that 
arguments are presented influ-
ence behavior. When this comes 
to a presidential election, this 
means reflecting on how candi-
dates want citizens to engage with 
the world and whether citizens 
should agree with the plan of ac-
tion the candidate has proposed.

“At the end of the day, the 
candidates want us to act. They 
want us to go vote for them. 
So why should we? They use 

a lot of arguments and narra-
tives and metaphors and sym-
bols to try and convince us 
to do that. Critically analyz-
ing those is a vital part of being 
an active citizen,” Hayes said.

According to Hayes, criti-
cally analyzing arguments is best 
done as a community so that citi-
zens can remember their common 
goal as they try to work through 
the details of a difficult choice.

“Democracy does not happen 
alone in our houses often. De-
mocracy happens when we come 
together with other human be-
ings...So seeing so many people 
[at the debate] was really exciting. 
All of us have one goal, which 
is [considering] who do we best 
think can lead this country we are 
a part of? And that’s one thing 
that unites all of us,” Hayes said.

However, some students who 
had examined the point of de-
bates from a political perspective 

doubted that the debates would 
unify people over a common pur-
pose. Instead, they believed that 
the debates would serve to re-
affirm the choices that voters 
on both sides had already made, 
pushing people further into the 
partisan spheres that undermine 
healthy democratic discussion.

“Almost everyone knows 
who they are voting for at this 
point, and so debates are really 
there to clarify what candidates’ 
viewpoints are and educate vot-
ers...It will be interesting to see 
if the polls change as a result 
of this...just because it’s a pret-
ty polarized elections, and peo-
ple seem pretty set in their view-
points and their opinions and 
who they voting for,” Rebecca 
Wertheimer, a sophomore in the 
2016 Elections Politics class, said. 

In the face of such po-
larization, some students 
started to see vulnerabili-
ty in American democracy.

“It’s very odd—in a coun-
try that has been operating un-
der democratic norms for some 
time—when you see some-
one questioning the legitima-
cy of that...Maybe for us [the de-
bate is] a lesson on how fragile 
democracy is and how rhetoric 
can be dangerous to democracy,” 
sophomore Cody Hipskind said.

from DEBATES, page 1

Mixed versus single 
gender housing 

compared 
While both sides of the issue 

were discussed, the student opin-
ion seemed to favor having the 
option for mixed gender living.

“People really considered 
the issues on both sides, and it 
felt like we had a good, produc-
tive conversation, but [mixed gen-
der housing] seemed to be over-
whelmingly the more support-
ed opinion,” Anderson Resident 
Director Luke Hampton said.

One argument that was 
made in support of mixed gen-
der housing focuses more on 
the gaps between genders that 
single gender living creates.

“By making different floors, 
saying women will live over here 
and men will live over there, could 
it be that what you’re doing is em-
phasizing differences between 
men and women?” Pahlke said.

Pahlke also spoke about how 
the barriers to mixed gender living 
might not be as large as we think–
using the Gender Similarities Hy-
pothesis from the field of psycholo-
gy. This hypothesis would support 
the push for mixed-gender living 
because less differences between 
the genders means an easier tran-
sition to mixed-gender housing.

“One question is, how big is 
the difference, really, between men 

and women? One of the things we 
talk about in psychology is some-
thing called the Gender Similar-
ities Hypothesis–which is basi-
cally the idea that the actual dif-
ference between men and women 
is quite a bit smaller in our world 
than we think it is,” Pahlke said.

There were many valid points 
to be made about single gender 
living, however. Living in a sin-
gle gender dorm can provide a 
safer space for individuals than 
mixed gender dorms, and pro-
vides a place where it’s possible 
to focus less on your own gender. 

“Is it possible that being in 
an all female hall allows you to 
no longer think about gender as 
a salient portion of your identi-
ty for that time when you’re in the 
hall? For example, you don’t have 
to worry as much about body im-
age objectification issues,” Pahlke 
said. “Single gender housing pro-
motes safe spaces for individu-
als in the face of experiences with 
sexism or gender stereotypes.”

This discussion around mixed 
gender residence halls seems to 
have one goal in mind: make peo-
ple comfortable in their resi-
dence and establish a focus on in-
clusivity. This discussion affects 
all of Whitman–including the 
new sophomore dorm being built.

A faculty member of the 
committee for the new resi-
dence hall and Professor of So-
ciology, Michelle Janning, spoke 
about the necessity of inclusiv-
ity in living spaces on campus.

“When the committee met, we 
had really thoughtful and rigor-
ous discussions about the benefits 
and drawbacks of mixed gender 
housing...Importantly, in our dis-
cussion, we maintained a focus on 
community-building and allowing 
for inclusivity. That makes sense, 
given the focus on dismantling 
the gender binary,” Janning said 
in an email to the Whitman Wire.

from DISCUSSION, page 1

“I see the debate as 
an opportunity for 
students to come 
together to engage in a 
real, live political text. ”
Susanne Beechey
Associate Professor of Politics 

On Sept. 30, Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott said the state of Tex-
as would pull out of the refugee re-
settlement program, citing security 
concerns and the denial by the fed-
eral government of a request to en-
sure that the number of refugees re-
settled in Texas will not exceed the 
state’s 2016 allocation. The feder-
al government emphasized the thor-
ough screening process. Refugees 
will still be settled in Texas with 
federal money channeled through 
nonprofit organizations in the state.

As of Sept. 29, Saudi Arabia be-
gan to reconsider its alliance with the 
United States after the U.S. Congress 
passed the Justice Against Spon-
sors of Terrorism Act (JASTA). JAS-
TA would allow U.S. citizens to sue 
the government of any country that 
might have aided or financed ter-
rorism on U.S. soil. For a long time, 
the U.S.-Saudi alliance has been 
fraying, and many Saudis viewed 
this as further confirmation of this. 
Many Saudis are now considering 
pulling investments out of the U.S. 

On Sept. 29, it appeared as 
though a Utah nurse contracted Zika 
via the sweat or tears of the patient 
she was treating. The case was ab-
normal in that when the blood of the 
first patient was tested, he had 200 
million copies of Zika per millilit-
er. A typical infection would only 
have hundreds of thousands of cop-
ies per milliliter. Usually, Zika is 
contracted after receiving a mosqui-
to bite or having sex with an infect-
ed person. This is the first time that 
a person contracted Zika from an-
other person without sexual contact.

HINDSIGHT by CHRISTY CARLEY & GEORGIA LYON
News Editors

Source: NPRSource:  The New York Times

On Sept. 30, a fourteen-year-
old in Townville, South Carolina 
was charged with one murder and 
three attempted murders in Ander-
son, South Carolina, where a fam-
ily court is located. The suspect-
ed teen killed his father on Sept. 
28. He then proceeded to shoot 
a teacher and two kids at Town-
ville Elementary School’s play-
ground. As of Friday, one of the 
students was still fighting for 
his life. It is undecided whether 
the case will be heard in an adult 
court. The teen will remain anon-
ymous because he is a minor. 
Source: CNN

On Oct. 3, a category four hur-
ricane struck Haiti, and officials de-
clared states of emergency. Three 
people died because of the hurri-
cane, and 9,000 people had to be 
evacuated from their homes. It de-
stroyed a bridge near Port-au-Prince, 
which harmed attempted aid efforts 
for those affected by the hurricane. 
The damages to Haiti’s infrastruc-
ture are especially devastating after 
the 2010 earthquake that happened 
there. Incidents of cholera are expect-
ed to rise in response to the further 
deterioration of the infrastructure.   
Source: WGN TV

Zika transmitted through 
non-sexual contact

Source: PBS

Saudis reconsider alliance 
with US

Category 4 hurricane hits 
Haiti

South Carolina shootingTexas pulls funds from refugee 
resettlement program

Students contemplate mixed gendered housing in Jewett Main Lounge. Photo by 
James Baker

Students at Whitman and other colleges around the country live tweeted commentary on the first presidential debate. Photos 
by Henry Honzel

“By making different 
floors, saying women 
will live over here 
and men wil live over 
there, could it be that 
what you’re doing 
is emphasizing the 
differences between 
men and women?”
Erin Pahlke
Assistant Professor of Psychology
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Fox and Anderson elected to fill 

vacant ASWC senate seats

Sophomore Paris Fox and sen-
ior Jack Anderson will fill the 
two vacant seats in the Asso-

ciated Students of Whitman Col-
lege (ASWC) senate. Last week a 
special election was held to deter-
mine who would become the new 
sophomore and senior senators, and 
the results of the special election 
were released this past Saturday.

Looking forward to the up-
coming year, Fox discussed some 
of her plans for her time as an 
ASWC senator. One of her plans 
is to build more connections be-
tween Whitman and the larger 
Walla Walla community, so stu-
dents will feel a closer bond with 
the surrounding community.

“I would like to foster more 
community interaction between 
Walla Walla and Whitman and 
have professionals come in from 

the community and talk to us 
about different things. I think 
Walla Walla is a great place and 
is often underrated,” Fox said.

She also stressed the im-
portance of addressing sexu-
al assault on campus, as well as 
the divide between Greek and 
non-Greek students and the re-
lationship between the two.

“I think that as far as sexual 
assault prevention and resources 
[goes]...[it] feels like there is a di-
vide between the Greek commu-
nity and the non-Greek communi-
ty because Greeks are organized...
and it is easy to get information 
out to them through liaisons and 
through [their] SVP (Sexual Vio-
lence Prevention) representatives. 
But for our non-Greek students it 
might be a less obvious pathway to 
resources,” Fox said. “I think fos-
tering more community between 
Greek and non-Greek affiliated 
students and somehow creat[ing] 

very clear pathways to resourc-
es that students need is important.”

She also discussed plans re-
lated to sexual assault in regards 
to  Title IX and her hopes to contin-
ue to refine the reporting system.

“I would like to get involved 
and help make...Title IX [and] Sex-
ual Assault Prevention programs 
the best that [they] can be,” she said.

Anderson also touched on 
these issues in his platform for the 
senate race. He hopes that during 
his tenure as a ASWC senator he 
can continue conversations about 
sexual assault and unify Greek and 
non-Greek students into a whole 
community. He did not develop 
his stance much further, however.

“By the end of the year, 
I’m hopeful that we will con-
tinue in our efforts to make the 
school more sustainable, free 
from sexual violence, while open-
ing more outlets for more expres-
sion on campus,” said Anderson 

in an email to The Whitman Wire.
In his campaign video, An-

derson elaborated more on 
his ideas to create more out-

lets for creative expression.
“It will be my mission to have 

[important] conversations and con-
nect the campus into an intercon-
nected whole. A good place to start 
for improving student engage-

ment within the campus is to pro-
vide additional avenues for artis-
tic performance and creative ex-
pression to play a greater role in 
how students experience student 
life,” Anderson said in his video.

This past Sunday was the first 
senate meeting of the new school 
year, and was the first chance for 
both of these new senators to inter-
act with ASWC. After this meet-
ing, Fox mentioned that she looks 
forward to the chance to interact 
with more people on campus and 
to be more knowledgeable about 
events happening around campus.

“I would like to see the inner 
workings of ASWC and things that 
are happening at Whitman [during] 
my time here,” Fox said. “Also, I am 
excited to get to know everyone...
and to talk to the sophomore class 
and fellow students about change 
happening at Whitman and what 
they would like to be changed.”

Learning to teach and teaching to learn

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.

ADVERTISEMENT

Olivia Sasaki, Julia Karsch-
ney, Elise Frank and Paul 
Minor will graduate this 

spring after working with the 
America Reads/ America Counts 
(ARAC) program throughout 
their four years at Whitman. 
The program works to enhance 
grade and middle school level 
reading and math skills of chil-
dren in the Walla Walla commu-
nity. The four seniors have each 
worked via a work-study pro-
gram in the schools, five to eight 
hours a week, every week school 
is in session. ARAC was found-
ed in 1996 by the Clinton Ad-
ministration, in an effort to raise 
the national literacy rate. Origi-
nally the program was only open 
to students with work-study, but 
expanded last year to allow stu-
dents who wanted to join just for 
fun or experience to participate.  

Senior Biology major Olivia 

Sasaki is the only student gradu-
ating this year to have worked in 
a high school all of her four years 
with the program. Sasaki usually 
helps students in study halls but 
occasionally will help out with a 
math or English course. She con-
siders herself lucky to have been 
able to work with one teacher all 
four years. Since the school she’s 
been placed at for the last four 
years only has about 60 kids, 
she’s been able to form relation-
ships with students and teachers.

“I’ve just really enjoyed 
getting to know the kids...
it’s so much fun to have a rela-
tionship with them and we can 
greet each other and I can ask 
them about their soccer games 
or their auditions for the play...I 
definitely recognize now that 
is the aspect of teaching that 
I like the most,” Sasaki said.

Sasaki says that work-
ing in the high school for the 
last four years has definite-
ly been a contributing fac-

tor to her desire to be a teach-
er to middle or high school stu-
dents after leaving Whitman.

“When I first got to Whit-
man I thought about going into 
education as a career after Whit-
man but I definitely think that 
being immersed in a school en-
vironment, like the non-college 
school environment, has defi-
nitely helped me to decide that 
that’s what I want to do for sure.”

Julia Karschney, a sen-
ior Sociology major, has been 
placed at Blue Ridge Elemen-
tary for the last four years.

“I’ve had the opportu-
nity these past few years to 
build relationships with teach-
ers and students in a school I 
love.” Karschney wrote in an 
email to The Wire. “The com-
munity at Blue Ridge has wel-
comed me with open arms and 
I’m incredibly grateful for that.”

Karschney wasn’t sure 
how the program impact-
ed her beyond Whitman, but 

is considering working in ed-
ucation after graduation.

Senior Elise Frank, grad-
uating with a major in Race 
and Ethnic Studies, enjoyed 
getting off campus and in-
teracting with people differ-
ent from students at Whitman.

“Regularly working off-
campus with a population out-
side of the 18-22 year old range 
was crucial for my sanity dur-
ing my time at Whitman. In-
teracting with kids and teach-
ers in ‘real life’ is an energiz-

ing reset that regularly gives 
me some needed perspective 
back on campus,” said Frank in 
an email to The Whitman Wire. 

Frank has been assigned to 
Green Park elementary for the 
past four years. She has primari-
ly worked with first graders dur-
ing that time, and gets to see her 
former students grow as the years 
pass. Frank worked mostly with 
the same first grade teacher from 
her first year of college through 
her junior year, until he moved 
to teach abroad. While she miss-
es his guidance, his absence has 
allowed her to work with oth-
er teachers and learn from dif-
ferent techniques to teaching.

“Education is a big deal. El-
ementary school is a big deal,” 
Frank said. “Teachers deserve 
so much more. The system is 
messed up, but kids are growing 
up every day and teachers (and 
all of the other people working 
behind the scenes to run a school) 
are showing up every day.”

by ELEANOR MATSON
Staff Reporter

Olivia Sasaki (left), Julia Karschney (middle) and Elise Frank (right) are three of the four seniors who have been volunteering 
with the America Reads / America Counts program all of their four years at Whitman. Photos by Samarah Uribe Mendez

Senior Jack Anderson (above) and sophomore Paris Fox (below) will fill two vacant seats as ASWC sena-
tors after winning last week’s special election. Photos by Caroline Ashford Arya

by ELIZABETH FRIEDMAN
Staff Reporter

“Interacting  with kids 
and teachers in ‘real 
life’ is an energizing 
reset that regularly 
gives me some needed 
perspective bck on 
campus.”
Elise Frank ‘17

Four seniors to complete their fourth year with 
American Reads/America Counts

“I think fostering more 
community between 
Greek and non-Greek 
affiliated students and 
somehow creat[ing] 
very clear pathways to 
resources that students 
need is important.”
Paris Fox ‘19
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QUESTIONS? CONTACT GAYLE TOWNSEND AT TOWNSEGV@WHITMAN.EDU

attending students will be entered in a raffle

presented by the student engagement center

explore graduate study programs in
many fields from 4 - 7 PM each night

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10: Education
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11: Humanities & Arts
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13: Health Sciences
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17: Natural Sciences & Mathematics

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25: Social Sciences
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26: Business

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24: Law

Meet in-person representatives in Reid Ballroom and attend virtual sessions in Reid 207. 
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ADVERTISEMENT

The fall mornings seem to 
be getting a bit chillier eve-
ry day, but you can warm up 

and prepare for your week with 
the radio show “Mossy Tenta-
cles.” Hosted by senior Art Histo-
ry and Visual Culture Studies ma-
jor Emma Philipps and senior Re-
ligion major Spencer Thomas, the 
show airs from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Mondays on KWCW 90.5 FM.

“Mossy Tentacles” is pri-
marily a music show, but the 
pair will occasionally dis-
cuss news relating to music, en-
tertainment or the election.

The name of the show 
was Thomas’ idea, inspired 

by walks in the arboretum 
park near her house in Seattle.

“I always noticed how the 
trees look like mossy tentacles in 
the wintertime. I was telling Emma 
about it and she thought it was fun-
ny, she was on board,” Thomas said.

The show pulls from many 
genres, but much of what they play 
falls into the category of indie-rock.

“I would describe [the sound] 
as new rock and roll, because it’s not 
really rock. We pull a lot of influ-
ence from ‘60s rock,” Philipps said.

Some of the show’s fa-
vorite artists include Tame Impa-
la, Foxygen and Frankie Cosmos.

“We have a similar taste 
[in music], obviously,” Thom-
as said, “but it’s cool when the 
shows are mixture of both our 

tastes in music which are distinct.”
Thomas describes herself as 

a morning person, and likes the 
show’s Monday morning time slot.

“It’s a good time, people are 
getting up and drinking their coffee, 
and we like to send good energy to 
those who are listening,” she said.

Philipps and Thomas met their 
first year and were roommates 
sophomore year in Prentiss Hall.

“We formed a friendship 
through music and a mutual like 
of being goofy,” Philipps said.

“Mossy Tentacles” be-
gan last fall and took a short hia-
tus for the spring semester when 
Philipps was abroad. Although 
the show hasn’t changed much in 
general, the pair said that this se-
mester they have been more fo-
cused on playing newer music.

Thomas said that, for this 
semester, “Mossy Tentacles” 
might experiment with creative 
themes, giving the hosts a chal-
lenge in the coming months.

Philipps’ favorite “Mossy Ten-
tacles” show took place last fall 
when they picked a bunch of mov-
ies with great soundtracks and 
played songs from those movies.

“I love the intersection be-
tween art and film, and when 
we can pull influence from 
[film] we will,” Philipps said.

Thomas said that hav-
ing a radio show is nice as 
a laid-back extracurricular.

“I really enjoy being able to 
share music with people, there 
is something special about hav-
ing two hours a week to just re-
lax and be present and listen to 
some good music. There’s noth-
ing bad about that,” Thomas said.

Philipps agreed, and add-
ed that her favorite part of the 
show was making the playlists.

“It’s fun to revisit old good 
songs and find new good songs,” 
Philipps said. “Plus it’s a nice ex-
cuse to hang out with Spencer.”

by MARTINA PANSZE
Managing Editor

“[I]t’s cool when the 
shows are [a] mixture of 
both our tastes in music 
which are distinct.”
Spencer Thomas ‘17
Co-Host, “Mossy Tentacles”

KWCW Show of the Week: Mossy Tentacles

The heat was on this past Sept. 29, 
when the denizens of the Writ-
ing Interest House invited Whit-

man students to attend their Haiku Death 
Match. Visitors and residents alike 
were challenged to craft a sharp, wit-
ty haiku in 60 seconds, based on prompts 
that could vary from “flashlights” to 
“hickeys” and anything in between.

Competitors, upon entering, found 
themselves placed into brackets where 
they each faced off against a compet-
itor who wrote on the same topic. Af-
ter a vote taken from the others in the 
room, the winners advanced to the next 
bracket and the ultimate victors walked 
away with small prizes and acknowl-
edgment of their mad haiku skills.

Chris Meabe, the Resident Assis-
tant of the Writing House said, “Hai-
ku Death Match is a lot of fun and I 
think it’s [a program] that people enjoy.”

Each month, the House comes up 
with a short, informal program for students 
around campus to participate in, which in-
volve snacks, building community and 

most importantly, writing. “Haiku Death 
Match” follows in the footsteps of events 
like “Limerick Highlander” and “Alice 
in Wonderland Croquet,” among others.

“Most of our programs ... aren’t tradi-
tions,” Meabe said. “It’s what the particular 
people in the house are interested in doing 
at that time.” He added that “interests can 
vary pretty widely, just within a semester.”

Haikus in particular, are well-
liked within the Writing House 
as resident Eloise Coutret noted.

“I  like haikus mainly be-
cause they’re so easy,” Coutret said. 
“[T]he five-seven-five syllable pat-
tern is like just really easy to work 
with. It’s light-hearted and fun.”

That light-heartedness was clear-
ly apparent throughout the compe-

tition itself. The haikus were writ-
ten with neither the space nor time for 
professionalism, skewed on the silly 
side, with the verses containing flash-
lights blinding people’s faces, a myri-
ad of different pratfalls and liberal use 
of amusing profanities. The result was 
a spirit of good fun a nd merriment.

Colleen Boken, one of the 
event’s attendees, was pleased with 
how the Death Match played out.

“I thought it was well organ-
ized, [and] a good group,” Boken said. 
“Everyone was pretty relaxed, it was 
just supposed to be fun and it was.”

Boken also noted that they 
would “of course” be willing to at-
tend another Writing House event.

“I’ll make time for events 
like this, cause I’ll be like, 
‘Yeah, that’s fun!’” Boken said.

Coutret was also satisfied with the 
Death Match, noting that events like it 
help raise awareness of the House itself, 
which is located somewhat far away 
from other houses in the Interest House 
Community and from campus itself.

“[H]aving people come out and 
get to know us and the house, and 

us being able to get to know them, 
and[...] write some hella haikus... I 
think that’s really great,” Coutret said.

Meabe agreed with the sentiment 
of building community with the rest 
of campus. He also observed that the 
competition in events like the Death 
Match helps encourage students to step 
out of their comfort zones, challeng-
ing them in both honing their writing 
skills and handling different kinds of 
subject matter–even if the writing and 
subjects can be rather silly. The most 
fun aspect of the Death Match for him, 
though, was simply the event itself.

“We wouldn’t put a program on 
if we didn’t think we’d have a good 
time,” Meabe said. “So [...] with the 
Haiku Death Match, just the pro-
cess of doing it was a lot of fun.”

For those interested in check-
ing out the Writing House in the short 
term, the House hosts Poetry Club 
from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday. In the meantime, the Writ-
ing House will soon begin crafting 
their program for October, one that 
will surely be as dynamic and stim-
ulating as the Haiku Death Match.

Harding, who also displayed 
artwork at the show and has 
also done so in previous years, 
spoke of it in a similar light.

“I think people end up re-
alizing, ‘Oh that was kind of 
fun, I used it to try something 
new, I experimented, I’m do-
ing something I don’t normal-
ly do when I’m working on a 
big canvas,’” Harding said.

This creative move to ex-
periment has produced interest-
ing results in the artists’ works.

“I was struck by how differ-
ent each artist is when we all have 
exactly the same size of canvas, 
ten blank pieces and how many 
different ways the art expresses 
yourself,” Harding said. “There’s 
so many different ways that peo-
ple view the world in, what they 
see in the world and how they’re 
expressing it on this canvas.”

When asked what he hoped 
attendees of the show got out 
of it, Bloomquist said, “I hope 
that people who aren’t nec-
essarily consumers of art or 
aren’t aware of the art com-
munity, get excited about it.”

Bloomquist also added 
some personal insight into the 
importance of holding visual 
art events such as ArtSquared.

“Art has the potential to 
move you deeper political-
ly or socially,” Bloomquist 
said, “or really alter your con-
science, even spiritually.”

In total, 630 paintings were 
sold, making it the most success-
ful ArtSquared event to date.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

Spotlight on students: 
Writing House hosts Haiku Death Match

from ART SHOW, page 1

ArtSquared 
show brings 

artists, 
community  

together

“The five-seven-five 
syllable pattern is easy 
to work with. It’s light-
hearted and fun.”
Eloise Coutret ‘19
Writing House Resident

The  Writing Interest House (left) hosted the Haiku Death Match event for members of the Whitman community.  Photo by Natalie Mutter.
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Women’s Tennis serves a great tournament

Last weekend, the Whit-
man women’s tennis team 
played host to the 2016 

Women’s Northwest Region-
al Tennis Tournament. This an-
nual fall tournament is organ-
ized by the Intercollegiate Ten-
nis Association and featured 
over 64 athletes from eight dif-
ferent Washington and Ore-
gon NCAA Division III schools.

Hosting the ITA Northwest 
Regional offered a great chance 
for many of the women’s play-
ers to showcase their talents to a 
broad audience. The ITA tourna-
ment also gave the women’s play-
ers an opportunity to bond with 
one another as well as identify 
their strengths and weaknesses 
for the upcoming spring season.

Unlike typical spring match-
es that pit Whitman’s team di-
rectly against only one oth-
er school, the ITA tournament is 
based completely off of individu-
al players’ performances and in-
cludes other programs from the 
Northwest Conference. Further-

more, seeding in the ITA tour-
nament has an aspect of random-
ness not seen during the regu-
lar season. These factors create 
a unique challenge for players.

Junior Lindsey Brodeck be-
lieves that the biggest challenge 
presented by this tournament is 
the unpredictability of opponents. 
According to Brodeck, the tour-
nament format results in games 
that are “80 percent mental.”

“The first round you might 
play someone who hits real-
ly hard but is extremely incon-
sistent. The next round you can 
be playing someone that push-
es the ball really consistently 
the entire match,” Brodeck said. 

This inconsistency can 
be difficult to handle, but also 
helps the players in the long run.

“It’s a constant battle between 
weighing risks and benefits. You 
always need to trust yourself to 
change your strategy and be able 
to fight back,” Brodeck said. 

The Whitman women’s 
team’s success in the tournament 
can be attributed to their rigorous 
fall training regimen. The team 
is currently in the midst of their 

five-week fall season in which 
they have two-hour practices six 
days a week. Due to this heavy 
intensity, the team takes the fall 
season extremely seriously and 
respect the time they have dur-
ing practice. Furthermore, the 
team has held several intra-squad 
practice matches to simulate the 
intensity of real competition.

After the fall season ends, 
the team will hold captain’s prac-
tices until spring semester when 
the regular season begins. Un-
like other sports teams on Whit-
man’s campus, the women’s ten-
nis team does not have individu-
al captains. Instead, according to 
Brodeck, “We’re all captains.”

“We take turns leading prac-
tice,” Brodeck said. “We get to 
work on what we feel like is best...

stuff that we think everyone can 
improve on.” This style of cap-
tain’s practices encourages both a 
sense of individual responsibility 
and camaraderie within the team.

Despite being an individu-
al competition, the ITA tourna-
ment offered a great opportunity 
for members of the women’s ten-
nis team to grow closer together.

The tournament “increas-
es the team morale because we 
learn to support each other as in-
dividuals,” first year player An-
drea Gu said. “We are all there 
for each other as we compete.”

Senior Allie Wall-
in echoed Gu’s sentiments.

“The fall tournament has al-
ways been a crucial bonding time 
for our team, whether we’re host-
ing or not, our team always fig-
ures out our personality and the 
team really becomes close after 
this tournament,” she said. Wallin 
believes this unity carries into the 
next season and that the team ben-
efits from the unity in the spring. 

Additionally, the tourna-
ment is an excellent opportuni-
ty for players to identify any ar-
eas of their game they might 

need to improve before upcom-
ing conference play in the spring.

The tournament “real-
ly helps me improve on specif-
ic tactics of my own game before 
competing as a team,” Gu said. 

Whitman’s players had a 
great tournament run in both the 
singles and doubles brackets. Five 
Whitman players reached the sin-
gles round of sixteen. Sopho-
more Mary Hill and junior Han-
na Greenberg reached the final 
of the doubles tournament be-
fore falling to top seeded Lin-
field College in a gritty three 
set game on Sunday afternoon.

“We’ve been working on our 
individual and collective games 
this Fall in hopes to showcase 
it at this tournament and in the 
upcoming season,” Greenberg 
said of her tournament success. 

If the team’s performance in 
the tournament is indicative of 
their success in the spring, Whit-
man tennis fans are in for a treat.

“Overall, we really appre-
ciate the support from the Whit-
man community and hope to 
see fans out at matches in the 
Spring,” Greenberg added. 

Seattle Mariners fall 
painfully short

As the Major League Base-
ball season drew to a 
close, the Seattle Mari-

ners were one game behind se-
curing an American League 
wildcard spot. In order to make 
the playoffs for the first time 
since 2001, the Mariners had 
to win their final two in the 
162 game season, and hope 
that the Toronto Blue Jays, De-
troit Tigers and Baltimore Ori-
oles would lose their respec-
tive games. However, in an ex-
tra inning heartbreaker, Seattle 
failed to win game 161 against 
the Oakland Athletics, and were 
therefore mathematically elim-
inated from playoff contention.

“I was really not prepared 
to make the end-of-the-sea-
son speech,” Mariners manager 
Scott Servais told reporters, ex-
pressing the team’s disappoint-
ment with the result.  Mariners 
fans everywhere were heart-
broken as the team’s playoff 
drought entered its 15th year.

In many ways, game 161 was 
representative of the Mariner’s 
streaky season. They stormed out 
of the gate hot, scoring two runs 
in the first inning, much like how 
they quickly accumulated one of 
the best win-loss records in the 
MLB by the end of May. What 
followed was giving up five runs 
to the Athletics over the next two 
innings, like their abysmal June, 
where the team went 10-18, undo-
ing all the work from the start of 
the season. The Mariners fought 
their way back, with Robinson 

Cano and Nelson Cruz each hav-
ing huge home runs in the fifth 
and seventh innings respectively. 
After the ninth inning, the two 
teams went into extras tied 8-8.

The Athletics brought in one 
run in the top of the tenth to take 
the lead, leaving the Mariners in 
a do-or-die situation. In the bot-
tom of the tenth inning, Mari-
ner’s Ben Gamel made it to sec-
ond base with no outs, bring-
ing up the Mariners three best 
hitters, Cano, Cruz and Seager. 
Just like they did this season, the 
team fell painfully short. Gamel 
advanced to third, but failed 
to score, ending the Mariners 
hopes of postseason baseball.

The last time the Mari-
ners came this close to mak-
ing the playoffs was in 2014, 
when they ended up one game 
out of the AL wildcard slot. 
In 2014 the team was car-
ried by their spectacular pitch-
ing but brought down by their 
modest offensive production.

2016 showed us the com-
plete opposite. This year’s start-
ing pitchers moved up and down 
from the minors, were constantly 
injured and performed well be-
low their career averages. 2010 
Cy Young Winner Felix Her-
nandez, the heart and soul of the 
team, had arguably his worst sea-
son since 2007. Despite pitch-
ing woes, the Mariners had one 
of their best offensive seasons 
in a long time. Cano, Cruz and 
Seager, the middle of the order 
hitters, combined for 112 home 
runs and 307 runs batted in.

Perhaps the most painful as-
pect of the season was the team’s 

unwillingness to invest in big 
name players before the trade 
deadline, instead trading Mike 
Montgomery, one of their most 
reliable bullpen arms for a first 
base prospect. Prior to the sea-
son, the Mariners also traded 
away a struggling Mark Trum-
bo for a backup catcher. Trum-
bo went on to lead the league 
with 47 home runs on the year.

Heading into the off season, 
the Mariners need to focus on re-
vitalizing their veteran pitchers 
and adding depth to their rotation 
and bullpen. This year the Mari-
ners had a new general manager 
in Jerry Dipoto, who constant-
ly made adjustments and trades 
throughout the regular season, 
even when it seemed like the 
Mariners were out of contention.

“You have to feel good 
about...the adjustments for 
needs they’re going to make 
over the winter,” said broad-
caster Mike Blowers. The Mar-
iners finished the year with an 
86-76 record, three games be-
hind the wild card slot af-
ter losing their last two games.

“Hopefully this prepares 
us for next year,” Cruz told re-
porters. “Everybody had a taste 
of what it’s like to be in a play-
off atmosphere because it was 
like that for like a week.” Mari-
ners fans have reason to be hope-
ful for next year. Their strong 
core will remain on the team, al-
lowing Dipoto to continue build-
ing around them. The Mariners 
remain the holders of the long-
est active playoff drought, and 
are one of two teams to nev-
er play in the World Series. 

Men’s Soccer off 
to fast start

by QUINN SALKIND
Sports Reporter

Junior Hanna Greenberg (top right and middle) and Sophomore Mary Hill (top left) played well in the ITA Northwest Regional. 
Photos by Tywen Kelly.

A year ago this week, Whit-
man’s men’s soccer team 
was preparing for a ri-

valry game against Whitworth 
while sitting bottom of the North-
west Conference with a 1-1-4 re-
cord, and a 1-1-7 overall re-
cord. Fast forward one year, and 
the team finds itself approach-
ing this matchup in a much dif-
ferent position, this time with 
the chance to go top of the North-
west Conference with a win.

The team has started 3-1-
2 in conference play, and 
holds a 7-3-2 record overall.

“Last year we played well but 
had a lot of unlucky games. It was 
our first year with our new coach, 
Jose, and we just didn’t have all 
the pieces together. We gave up 
a lot of silly goals and couldn’t 
get the final ball right to get the 
ball in the back of the net,” sen-
ior defender Drew Edmonds said. 
“This year we are a lot more pol-
ished. We have a good amount 
of experience from last year and 
we can really put the ball on the 
ground and dictate the game.”

Junior midfielder Gabe 
Jacobson believes the team 
has a new collective mentality.

“I think our success is main-
ly due to an attitude shift among 
the team. We are really positive 
this year, and that started even 
at preseason: things would go 
wrong and we would press on, we 
would keep doing our thing and 
getting excited instead of dwell-
ing on the bad stuff. That’s both 
on and off the field,” he said.

One significant change to 
the team has been the addition 
of 14 first years to the roster.

“There are a couple of 
freshmen guys, including some 
guys that start at goalie, on de-
fense and up top, that are the 
real deal and have made a huge 
impact. The whole freshmen 
class has added a lot of quali-
ty to the team,” Jacobson said.

One of these first years mak-
ing a big impact for the team has 
been goalkeeper Owen Davis-
Bower, who was recognized as 
the Northwest Conference Defen-
sive Player of the Week last week.

“It was a big honor to be 
chosen as defensive player of 
the week, but our whole team 
stepped up big time to hold both 
teams to a goal a piece. Every-
body did their jobs and it’s very 
exciting that we were recog-

nized for that,” Davis-Bower said.
Davis-Bower credited the 

leadership and experience of the 
returning players in making the 
transition to the collegiate lev-
el easier for all the first years.

“For a team with 14 first 
years, it has been really important 
that we have such a solid group 
of experienced players to help us 
all adjust to the new playing en-
vironment. They make it a real-
ly fun team to be a part of, and 
everybody is out there pushing 
each other to play better,” he said.

The improvement of the team 
hasn’t just been noticed in the 
Northwest Conference but also 
on a national level. On the Sep-
tember 20th NSCAA NCAA DIII 
Men’s Soccer poll, Whitman re-
ceived votes for the first time in 
recent memory, as well as rank-
ing 6th overall in the West Re-
gion. This Saturday’s game could 
prove vital for Whitman in con-
tinuing this upward trajectory.

“We have placed ourselves 
in a really good position to do 
great things in this league, and I 
believe that we have the talent to 
win the league,” senior defend-
er Paal Nilssen said. “But in or-
der to do that, we need to put good 
teams like Whitworth away.”

“It’s a rivalry game and we 
played them tooth and nail last 
year. They better be ready be-
cause this year we won’t be 
playing like the underdog. 
We are going to come out to 
crush them,” Edmonds added.

by ARIE KNOPS
Sports Reporter

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. George Fox University, Oct. 1: W 3-0
v. Pacific University, Oct. 2: T 0-0
Women’s
v. George Fox University, Oct. 1: T 1-1
v. Lewis & Clark College, Oct. 2: L 1-2

VOLLEYBALL
v. Pacific Lutheran University, Sept. 30: L 1-3
v. University of Puget Sound, Oct. 1: W 3-1
AWAY v. Whitworth University Oct. 5

UPCOMING
SOCCER
Men’s: HOME  v. Whitworth University, Oct. 8
Women’s: HOME  v. Linfield College, Oct. 8

VOLLEYBALL
AWAY v. Whitworth University Oct. 5

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

“You always need to trust 
yourself to change your 
strategy and be able to 
fight back.”
Lindsey Brodeck ‘18
Whitman Women’s Tennis Team
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Clothing communicates 
a lot about the individu-
al who wears it: personal 

style, political affiliation, favorite 
bands, a preference for wool over 
fleece or stripes instead of dots.

What if, in addition to this list, 
clothing could convey something 
more meaningful–such as recogni-
tion of the broad spectrum of sex-
ual orientation and gender identity?

Senior McCall Calhoun aims 
to provide that possibility through 
her clothing project the Spectrum 
Apparel, which launched this sum-
mer. The apparel includes hats, t-
shirts and tank tops that feature de-
signs inspired by LGBTQ life. The 
images, which include pop cul-
ture references and the brand’s 
rainbow spectrum logo, are in-
tended to both challenge the dom-
inance of heteronormative imag-
es and promote understanding of 
gender and sexuality as existing 
on a fluid, non-binary spectrum.

In the beginning: 
Kristen, Cara & Ruby

Although Calhoun had no in-
tentions of creating a clothing line 
at the time, The Spectrum Ap-
parel began to take shape in a 
screen printing class Calhoun took 
while abroad in Vienna last fall.

For class, Calhoun created a 
design called “Brainwashed.” It de-
picts two women kissing above a 
placard that reads “Kristen, Cara & 
Ruby made me do it.” The names re-
fer to three queer female celebrities 
with a large following in the LG-

BTQ community, while the design’s 
name takes a light-hearted jab at the 
age-old misconception that people 
(or experiences or music or clothing) 
can cause someone to become gay.

Upon returning home for win-
ter break, Calhoun gave sweatshirts 
screen-printed with the “Brain-
washed” design as gifts to friends.

“People really loved 
them,” Calhoun said.

One of Calhoun’s friends 
from Whitman wore her “Brain-
washed” sweatshirt every day for 
two weeks without washing it for 
fear the design might come off.

Although Calhoun paints 
and draws, working with cloth-
ing was completely new to her.

“I’ve never been into fash-
ion further than just what I like 
to wear or noticing what oth-
er people wear,” Calhoun said. 
“So [The Spectrum Apparel] 
was mainly driven by designs.”

Gay all day, every day

Calhoun, who identifies as 
on the gayer side of the spec-
trum, mentioned the frustra-
tion she felt throughout her life 
by the lack of clothing with 
non-heteronormative images.

“It was always exciting the few 
times where I would be able to find 
a clothing or a shirt with an image 
that’s like ‘Oh that’s kind of gay; I’m 
gonna wear that,’” Calhoun said.

When companies offer overtly 
LGBTQ clothing, it is usually mar-
keted as a limited time collection 
or novelty item. By offering basic, 
everyday items like t-shirts and hats 
that feature LGBTQ-related images, 
The Spectrum Apparel upends this 

treatment of queer clothing as nov-
elty. Sexuality and gender identity, 
after all, are not limited time offers.

Sophomore Brendan Dun-
lap, who models for The Spec-
trum Apparel and identifies as 
gay, considers The Spectrum Ap-
parel’s grounding in LGBTQ life 
one of its most appealing aspects.

“For someone who...real-
ly tries to explore different brands 
and different genres of clothing, 
it’s exciting to see something that 
is not just a one time collection 
or a special edition, but it’s at the 
root of the company,” Dunlap said.

Senior Zach Hartzell, 
who identifies as part of the 
queer community, also mod-
els for The Spectrum Appar-
el. According to Hartzell, Spec-
trum clothing provides an outlet 
of expression for LGBTQ people.

“Individuals that are part of the 
queer community oftentimes grow 
up with this notion that a lot of the 
feelings they have need to be con-
tained–even in a place like Califor-
nia or San Francisco,” Hartzell said.

“So being able to (quote on 
quote) ‘wear [your identity] on 
your sleeve’ or on your head or 
on your body or in any other way 
is a very liberating and empow-

ering activity,” Hartzell added.

Not just ‘that gay clothing 
store’:

 mainstreaming tolerance

Calhoun views The Spec-
trum Apparel as part of the move-
ment to promote not just progres-
sive understandings of gender and 
sexuality, but a more open-mind-
ed way of considering everything.

“What I want to see...is main-
streaming this notion of accept-
ance and that people are individu-
als and...complex,” Calhoun said.

Calhoun emphasized that con-
veying the individual complexity of 
a person involves not just celebrat-
ing one’s sexuality or gender iden-
tity, but also refraining from reduc-
ing that person to their place on the 
spectrum. Calhoun spoke about her 
own sexuality by way of example.

“Right now my sexuality is 
not a central part of who I am. I like 
to think that there are many other 
things and it’s just like, ‘Oh yes, this 
is how I think of people and this is 
who I’m attracted to,’” Calhoun said.

Similarly, Calhoun does 
not want her clothing line’s 
roots in LGBTQ-themed imag-
es to become its sole identity.

“With regards to the actu-
al clothing and the business side of 
it, I do not want [The Spectrum Ap-
parel] to be this specialty, novel-
ty store or concept,” Calhoun said.

She continued, “It’s still about 
the LGBTQ mainstreaming, but 
people aren’t like, ‘Oh my god, 
this is that gay clothing store.’”

Who’s it for?

Calhoun and models Dun-
lap, Hartzell and Sabina Rog-
ers agreed that although the cloth-
ing is directed toward an LGBTQ 
audience, everyone can wear it.

“I don’t think the purpose of 
the clothing is to label yourself as 
being LGBTQ but rather a celebra-
tion which...everyone on any end 
of any spectrum should be a part 
of if they want to be,” Dunlap said.

Dunlap bought a bunch of 
The Spectrum Apparel items for 
his friends at home who are not 
part of the queer community.

“They love the prod-
ucts, and they love the message 
that it’s sending,” Dunlap said.

Rogers, who started mode-
ling for The Spectrum Apparel a 
few weeks ago, explained that for 
her, wearing The Spectrum Ap-
parel is a way to make connections 
with people across the range of sex-
ual orientation and gender identity.

“As someone who is more on 
the heterosexual side of the spec-
trum, but definitely still on the 
spectrum, it’s a cool way to con-
nect with people who are varied 
across the spectrum. ‘Cause we’re 
all on a frickin’ spectrum, you 
know?” Rogers said. “For me it’s 
less of marking yourself on a spec-
trum, and more of the acknowl-
edgement that there is a spec-
trum and that everyone is on it.”

Calhoun considers the broad 
range of identities among those 
who wear the clothing one of its 
most powerful tools of communi-
cation. When people who identi-
fy across the spectrum wear Spec-
trum clothing, it further kin-
dles the conversation about the 
complexity of human identity.

“Hopefully, what I like to 
think what’s going on, is there’s a 
spark in someone else’s head going, 
‘Oh, interesting,’” Calhoun said.

Meaning: 
more than skin deep

When I spoke to Hartzell, 
he wore two of his favorite piec-
es of Spectrum clothing–the “Boys 
Gone Wild” T-shirt and a pink 
baseball cap with Spectrum Ap-
parel’s rainbow spectrum logo.

“I have a couple other of [Cal-
houn’s] designs but for some rea-
son these two just kind of speak to 
me just in terms of my own per-
sonal style and my own identi-
ty. And I think I’m kind of still 
trying to figure out what each of 
them mean to me, and they change 

every single day,” Hartzell said.
Hartzell’s changing un-

derstanding of the clothing 
highlights the space they cre-
ate for individual expression.

“It can very much become each 
individual’s own symbol to speak 
for themselves,” Hartzell said.

One of Dunlap’s favorite de-
signs is a play on the title of a popu-
lar album, “If You’re Reading This 
It’s Too Late,” by R&B artist Drake. 
The Spectrum Apparel design reads 
“If you’re reading this I’m gay.”

“It kind of takes something 
that was super popular and still is, 
this Drake quote...and then kind of 
manipulates it into a way to express 
our own identities,” Dunlap said.

Dunlap continued, “I love to 
have fun with fashion and try dif-
ferent things...so for me to be able to 
wear something that is not only vis-
ually pleasing but also represents an 
identity is really exciting for me.”

Hartzell believes Spec-
trum clothing provides an oppor-
tunity for the queer communi-
ty at Whitman to increase its visi-
bility on campus, which he, Cal-
houn and some other individu-
als have worked hard to improve.

“Although we’re a very ac-
cepting group of students, we’re 
still working on [increasing visi-
bility], and I think people are still 
looking for a more overt queer 
community among the Whit-
man student body,” Hartzell said.

By openly recognizing 
queer identities, Spectrum cloth-
ing is a path to increased engage-
ment with the campus as a whole.

“Not only can the clothing help 
us find one another, but they also 
are acknowledgements that we’re 
here, we’re stylish and we’re ready 
to have a good time,” Hartzell said.

The road ahead

While the Spectrum Appar-
el has existed for only a few short 
months, the enthusiastic respons-
es to the project are encouraging.

According to Dunlap, peo-
ple’s reactions are always positive 
when he wears Spectrum clothing.

“People continuously ask 
me what the brand is, espe-
cially when I’m wearing this 
shirt; people love this shirt,” 
Dunlap said, referring to his 
“Boys Gone Wild” T-shirt.

Hartzell explained that peo-
ple compliment the clothing 
when he wears it, but it has tak-
en more effort to communi-
cate that Calhoun designed it 
and that the clothing is centered 
around an LGBTQ community.

“Now I think the momentum 
has started to build around the 
fact that this is not only a Whit-
man student, but a Whitman stu-
dent with a goal and message 
to put out there,” Hartzell said.

Calhoun holds high as-
pirations for her clothing as 
a force for positive change.

“My hope is just this 
mainstreaming of...basic hu-
man decency,” Calhoun said.

If business continues to 
expand, eventually Calhoun 
would like to donate a percent-
age of the proceeds to groups 
that support LGBTQ youth 
in the struggles they endure.

Dunlap hopes The Spec-
trum Apparel’s message 
of human equality will in-
spire other clothing providers.

“It’s definitely made me 
hopeful that other people will 
follow suit and continue do-
ing similar things in the future, 
and continue making these real-
ly amazing products that we can 
be proud to wear,” Dunlap said.

The Spectrum Apparel
spreading tolerance with style

by OLIVIA GILBERT
Feature Editor

Spectrum Apparel models Brendan Dunlap ‘19 (left), Zach Hartzell ‘17 (center) and Sabina Rogers ‘19 (right). Hartzell wears a Spectrum hat with the brand’s rainbow spectrum logo.  Photos by Jackie Greisen

“What I want to see is...
mainstreaming this 
notion of acceptance 
and that people are...
complex.”
McCall Calhoun ‘17
Owner of the Spectrum Apparel

McCall Calhoun ‘17 (above) holds a“Prounouns” T shirt from her clothing project the Spectrum Apparel. Photo by Jackie Greisen

“For me to be able to 
wear something that 
is not only visually 
pleasing but also 
represents an identity is 
really exciting.”
Brendan Dunlap ‘19
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You have two essays and a 
midterm all due/happening 
in three days time, but today 

is Friday and you’re still going to go 
out. When you think about it, you 
know it’s a bad decision, and even as 
you’re taking another shot (if you’re 
21) there is already regret. You’ve 
suddenly developed psychic abilities 

as you imagine yourself the next day 
feeling bitter for going out instead 
of just studying, maybe watching a 
movie and sleeping early. And yet, 
this happens all the time.

Not even just with regard to 
going out, even in daily interactions 
when you’re arguing with someone 
you’ll get a sense of dread as your 
entire body starts to tingle and sweat. 
And it creeps into your head–the re-
alization that you are, in fact, wrong. 
But despite that awful feeling you 
continue to argue. In both cases, 
you literally know you’re wrong, 
but you choose to ignore it. Even I 
don’t know why I choose pull an all-
nighter two days ago as a result of 
watching a documentary on prisons 
in Russia instead of finishing all my 
work and sleeping at 10.

Now I’m not talking about for-
getting about the work you needed to 
do, or accidentally doing something 
dumb, but rather knowing full well 
that what you’re about to do is pretty 
stupid, but doing it anyway. Because 
honestly, I don’t think I’m alone in 
making bad decisions. If I really 
truly think about it, making poor 
decisions comes down to two obvi-
ous factors: what you want to do and 
what you should do. I want to go out 
with all my friends and have fun, but 
I should stay in and sleep early so I 
can be fresh and awake the next day.

Flash forward to the next day, 
I’m feeling tired, waiting in an im-
pressively long brunch line and hat-
ing myself. Because choosing some-
thing you want is not actually about 
what you want, but probably more 

about self-respect. The few times 
I’ve actually stayed in and been pro-
ductive have given me a sense of sat-
isfaction beyond merely laughing at 
all the hungover people at the dining 
hall next day. There’s a sense of pride 
and dignity that goes hand in hand 
with doing the right thing. Weigh 
that against knowing what all the fun 
new gossip is and listening to some 
loud music and the choice should be 
obvious.

But the reason making all the 
wrong choices is so appealing is 
because everyone has moments of 
weakness. I’m a vegetarian but I 
ate a single slice of pepperoni two 
weeks ago after failing a quiz. Weak. 
Doing what’s good and right isn’t as 
immediately rewarding as a piece of 
fried chicken, and self-respect won’t 

help you meet new people on the 
weekends. But you do know what’s 
ultimately good for you. Take some 
small steps by slowly procrastinating 
less, then work your way up to stay-
ing in. Self-respect, self-control and 
good choices are all related, you see, 
and there’s no way to get better with-
out practice.

While this all seems obvious 
that we are often weak, and that you 
should do what’s good and right, 
there’s no harm in reminding your-
self of that fact. I know that I would 
definitely choose something irre-
sponsible more times than not with-
out the occasional reminder. At the 
end of the week, you should be able 
to face yourself in the mirror and feel 
somewhat good knowing that you 
made some good choices.

Why we make poor decisions

I am dismayed that many Whit-
man students are planning not 
to vote in this crucial elec-

tion, since I know that Whitties 
are passionately engaged with 
issues of environmental and so-
cial justice. Donald Trump’s and 
Hillary Clinton’s positions on 
the environment, race, immi-
gration, abortion and many oth-
er key issues are radically differ-
ent. Since either Trump or Clin-
ton will be President, the out-
come of this election will have 
an immense impact on our coun-
try for decades to come. Because 
of the Wire’s word limit, I will 
discuss only the effect on the Su-
preme Court.

With Justice Scalia’s death, 
the Supreme Court is split be-
tween four left-leaning and four 
right-leaning Justices. Since the 
Senate has refused to hold hear-
ings for President Obama’s nom-
inee, the next President will 
choose the ninth Justice. In ad-
dition, Justice Breyer is 78 years 
old, Justice Kennedy 80 and Jus-
tice Ginsberg 83. Thus, the next 
President will probably choose at 
least two Justices, and perhaps as 
many as four.

The Justices sworn in dur-
ing the next President’s term 
will hand down rulings for the 
next 30 or even 40 years on cru-
cial social issues such as envi-
ronmental regulation and legal 
abortion. Either Donald Trump 
or Hillary Clinton will choose 
those Justices. 

Trump considers climate 
change a hoax, advocates drastic 
cuts in the regulation of energy 
companies, wants to abolish le-
gal abortion and supports elimi-
nating funding for Planned Par-
enthood. Clinton advocates cut-
ting carbon emissions and in-
vesting in clean energy, supports 
abortion rights and is a strong 
upholder of Planned Parenthood. 
Which candidate do you want to 
choose our next Supreme Court 
Justices?

I implore Whitman students 
to think carefully about that 
question, and about what kind of 
country they want to live in for 
the rest of their lives, and to cast 
their votes accordingly. 

Small actions, big changes

Voices from the Community What are you working hard on right now? Photos by Samarah Uribe

SEAN
TERADA
Senior

“Right now, as a senior, I think I’m 
working hard just to make my final 
statement here on campus, and real-
ly make a difference for the future stu-
dents.”

TIM
ODEEN
Circulation Superviser

“I’m working on my projects for my 
other job. I’m a teacher at Touchet High 
School, and I have to come up with the 
curriculum for World Literature, Brit-
ish Literature, American Literature and 
then, Introduction to Literature. And so, 
I’ve been finding books to use, and sup-
plemental material to kind of give back-
ground knowledge and contextual histo-
ry of what’s going on.”

ELIZA
WYCKOFF
First-year

“I’m working hard on studying 
psychology...a lot of terminology there 
that I did not realize. And I’m just 
learning how to balance schoolwork 
and other aspects of college. Making 
time for everything.”

KATIE
DONG
Junior

“I’m working really hard on the Power and 
Privilege symposium, which happens in Feb-
ruary. I’m the Co-Director of Programming 
with Alondra Contreras. So, super excit-
ed about that. We just got our committee to-
gether. I’ve also been going to a lot of student 
groups as the strategic planning commit-
tee student representative. So that’s been re-
ally exciting. And hearing people’s thoughts 
has been really cool. And lastly, just doing 
that while maintaining good self-care, and 
sleep, and academics and my residents, who 
I love!”

Letter 
to the 
Editor

Here’s the thing about a lot 
of bright-eyed millenni-
als: we want to change the 

world. No, we may not know ex-
actly what we’re doing after col-
lege or what specific career we’re 
angling towards, but we know we 
“just want to make a difference.” 
Whitman is brimming with pas-
sionate, talented people and I 
have no doubt that many of you 
will, in fact, go on to change the 
world. But that’s a little bit be-
side the point right now. It’s real-
ly easy to have lofty goals and to 
project ourselves into the future, 
envisioning grand plans of mak-
ing a difference and doing good 
in the world, and yes, I think 
that’s absolutely a valuable thing 
to work for. But there’s some-
thing that’s a lot harder and argu-
ably more important than having 
a vision for the distant future: do-
ing good in the world right now, 
exactly where we are.

It’s all too easy to get caught 
up in daydreams about what our 

lives will be like when we final-
ly shoot out into the real world. 
It seems like that’s when things 
really get started, and that right 
now we’re only prepping. But 
these are our lives—this, right 
here—and we may as well live 
like it.

So, how do we make a differ-
ence right now, in this moment? 
How do we live by the values we 
espouse instead of just imagining 
them in our future? I’ll let author 
Kurt Vonnegut take a crack at the 
answer: “There’s only one rule 
that I know of, babies: God damn 
it, you’ve got to be kind.” Maybe 
it seems a little trite and a little 
simple, but that’s because we’re 
so primed to dream big. I’m not 
saying we shouldn’t dream big 
(please, end poverty! Stop human 
trafficking! Solve the refugee 
crisis!), but sometimes when we 
dream too big we can feel power-
less. And when we feel too small 
to help, we get stuck. Changing 
the world seems like an unattain-
able task, but anything short of it 
feels too minuscule to matter.

But it does matter. Those 
little things—a kind word, a 
thoughtful gesture—they make 
a difference. The mighty oak, 
the little acorn, you know how 
the saying goes. It’s okay to start 
small. Heck, it’s okay to stay 
small! The point is, we could all 
do a lot worse than be kind and 
loving and work to reduce the 

pain in the lives of those around 
us. Change, after all, happens 
person by person, moment by 
moment.

There are so many peo-
ple whose external lives reflect 
a myriad of accomplishments 
and accolades, but whose per-
sonal lives tell a different sto-
ry. If we get caught up chasing 
perfectly packaged moments of 
success, we can lose sight of the 
things we have the most control 
over: our own lives, our actions, 
our effect on those around us. 
The legacy we leave doesn’t have 
to be a laundry list of impressive 
achievements; it can simply be 
that we touched the lives of those 
around us, that we made people 

feel valued, appreciated, seen and 
cared for. That, I would argue, 
is a revolutionary act. We some-
times forget to prioritize these 
things when our frame of refer-
ence is so zoomed out and our fo-
cal point is somewhere in the far-
off horizon.

We are constantly faced with 
choices of virtue: to be honest or 
lie, to be kind or bitter, to help 
others or focus on ourselves, to 
do right or wrong. If you want 
to make a difference, try lean-
ing in the direction of kindness, 
of honesty, of goodness. Your lit-
tlest actions matter; the ripple ef-
fect will carry them far. And that, 
my friends, is enough to change 
the world.

Much of the public discourse 
in this election suggests 
that Republicans have suf-

fered the most in this election cy-
cle. Their reputation as the “re-
sponsible” party has been vandal-
ized both domestically and inter-
nationally, and  will likely damage 
Republican election rates for years 
to come. But the GOP is responsi-
ble for its implosion only in a ter-
tiary capacity. Let us not forget, 
no moderate conservative or party 
leaders wanted to nominate Trump, 
his nomination is as offensive to 
base Republicans as it is to liber-
als. I would contest that of all po-
litical groups in the United States, 
it would be the Libertarians who 

have lost the most credibility.
Libertarianism in the US is 

marginalized to a bizarre degree. 
So much of a Libertarian thesis ap-
peals to popular, contemporary, 
American notions and sensibilities, 
yet for some reason they are con-
stantly forced to compromise to in-
tegrate with the GOP mainstream.

Libertarian candidates have 
long had to compromise their prin-
ciples to appeal to the Republican 
party, which has long served as the 
host party for the movement. The 
most visible and respected Liber-
tarian leaders Ron and Rand Paul 
have historically run for office un-
der Republican banners.

If there was any year in which 

a true Libertarian, running on a 
Libertarian ticket, it would have 
been 2016. Even one month ago, a 
majority of Americans had an un-
popular opinion of both Hillary 
Clinton (at 56 percent disapproval) 
and Donald Trump (at 63 percent 
disapproval) according to an Aug. 
31 Washington Post poll. The man 
the Libertarian party nominated 
was former New Mexico Governor 
Gary Johnson. Johnson himself had 
a good enough set of credentials, he 
was a governor, and like many Lib-
ertarians ran on a Republican tick-
et to be elected. Johnson had every 
advantage a Libertarian could have 
entering a general election. A large 
amount of Republicans were dis-
enfranchised by the Trump nom-
ination and looking for alterna-
tives, while a large percentage of 
Bernie Sanders’ supporters refused 
to back an establishment candidate. 
Both of these groups were open to 
Libertarian persuasion. The Gary 
Johnson campaign has one prob-
lem which stops it from succeed-
ing where other similar campaigns 
have failed: Gary Johnson.

Johnson is unpopular even 

among his base. During his time 
as New Mexico Governor Johnson 
broke the only rule which a Liber-
tarian must not break; he spent a 
lot of money. New Mexico’s state 
budget increased from 4.4 to 7.7 
billion under his governorship. 
Additionally, Johnson does him-
self no favors by simply having his 
own, limited, understanding of for-
eign policy. Foreign policy is nev-
er very high on a Libertarian plat-
form, but Johnson is limited even 
by those standards. When asked 
what he would do about the refugee 
crisis in Aleppo, Syria, he replied, 
“What is Aleppo?” At an MSNBC 
Town Hall interview, Johnson was 
asked who his favorite world lead-
er was and was unable to provide 
any answer, even when the ques-
tion was changed to “just name one 
world leader.”

While the Trump campaign 
has significantly damaged Re-
publican credentials, it is Amer-
ican Libertarians who have done 
the most damage to their party by 
squandering perhaps their best 
chance at the presidency for dec-
ades.

Missed opportunities for 
American libertarians

ELIZABETH VANDIVER

Illustration by Meg Cuca

  it is American 
Libertarians who have 
done the most damage 
to their party by 
squandering perhaps 
their best chance at the 
presidency for decades.

  Which candidate do 
you want to choose our 
next Supreme Court 
Justices?
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This past Monday, Sept. 26, 
at 6 p.m. Pacific Standard 
Time, the first of the 2016 

Presidential Debates was broad-
casted to 84 million people, set-
ting a new record for viewer-
ship in presidential debate histo-
ry. It was clear to anybody watch-
ing (excluding, of course, stu-
pid people) that the debate was a 
wonderful representation of the 
American political climate today.

There was the intelligent 
and capable but definitely evil 
and untrustworthy woman strug-
gling to be heard. There was the 
loud and ignorant man who re-

fused to stop interrupting her to 
say alternatively false and/or ut-
terly meaningless things. And 
then, of course, there was the per-
son of color who had absolute-
ly no real ability to influence the 
discussion at any point, yet some-
how still ended up being the one 
who got screwed over in the end.

It was also clear to any-
one watching the debate which 
of the candidates, when all was 
said and done, came out the vic-
tor. Obviously, Hillary won the de-
bate. She was calm and collected, 
made her statements clearly and 
didn’t let Trump’s antics get to her.

However, in a blow to Hillary 
supporters everywhere, Donald 
Trump also won the debate, because 

everything Hillary said was a lie.
Of course, you can’t really say 

that either candidate “won” the de-
bate and there’s a huge amount of 
disagreement out there about who 
really came out on top. In fact, 
the only thing that everybody 
can seem to agree on is that Lest-
er Holt is a spineless piece of shit.

I personally enjoyed the de-
bate in the company of a room full 
of extremely liberal young wom-
en, who, in between their fevered 
crunching of Harvest Snaps™ 
dried snap peas and frantic guz-
zling of grapefruit La Croix, spent 
the debate putting their hands to 
their foreheads and saying things 
like, “Oh my god, can he like, 
fucking just stop already?” every 

time Donald Trump said anything.
I, meanwhile, eating chips and 

drinking the beer I had brought, 
that I and no one else was drink-
ing, only spoke at the very rare 
times during which Trump was 
actually saying something that 
made a small amount of sense. 
At these times, I would speak 
up and say something to the ef-
fect of, “Well you know he’s ac-
tually kind of right about that,” 
which would elicit from my com-
pany a little bit of hesitant agree-
ment and a lot of awkward silence.

Despite all of this I actual-
ly found the debate extremely en-
tertaining. There were so many 
good burns, so many laugha-
bly inane statements and so much 

repetition that the only ration-
al explanation left for the state 
of this election is that God is try-
ing to make the most viral su-
percut video of all time. (Even 
though it will never beat the one 
of Donald Trump saying “China”).

But out of all the things which 
happened in the debate, the most 
remarkable thing about it was ac-
tually what didn’t happen: any 
reasonable or productive discus-
sion whatsoever. In fact, I think 
the only thing that has less ac-
tual content than the debate it-
self is this article I wrote about it. 
And just like this article, no mat-
ter which side you’re on, it’s hard 
to look back on the debate with 
anything but disappointment.

by JAMES LEROUX
Prospie Enthusiast

As soon as he started looking 
at colleges, Tanner Acker-
man knew Whitman was 

for him. However, after ironically 
quaffing one too many mang-o-ri-
tas from a mason jar the night be-
fore, Tanner found that standard-
ized testing did not reflect his full 
academic potential. In our par-
ents’ day, Tanner would be at Lin-
field. Now, he lives in Tamarac. 

It’s official. Whitman admis-

sions will now consider extensive 
vinyl collections as an effective 
substitute for both the SAT and 
ACT. Speaking in support of the 
new policy, Dean of Admissions 
Cony Tabasco said this on Sunday:

“This is one of the most im-
portant achievements of the Whit-
man College admissions team 
to date. I mean, in what kind of 
world does a 1500 on the SAT pre-
clude a decent education for some-
one who owns Pink Floyd’s ‘Dark 
Side of the Moon’? Anybody 
could see we were passing up huge 

amounts of potential by weighting 
standardized test scores so heav-
ily. Why, it’s a god damn miracle 
this institution has anything de-
cent to light doobs to these days. 
All you can muster sometimes is 
the Beastie Boys’ ‘Licensed to Ill’ 
or even Barry Manilow. This isn’t 
the Whitman I want to leave my 
children.  And that change starts 
with the admissions process.”

-Cony Tabasco, Whitman 
College Dean of Admissions and 
Recent Begrudging Tribal Tramp 
Stamp Recipient

This Week in Reality TV: Presidential Debate!

EVERYWHERE IN MAXEY --  

Releasing one enormous, re-
signed sigh as class dis-
cussion turned to the con-

cept of hegemony, members 
of POL-130 collectively buck-
led-up for what was sure to be 
40 grueling minutes of wild 
guesses as to the pronuncia-
tion of the key conceptual term.

“If I’m being honest, de-
spite completing nearly 100 pag-
es of reading this week that 

featured the word ‘hegemo-
ny’ prominently, I have no clue 
how to pronounce it,” said one 
junior politics major, clarify-
ing that his complete and ut-
ter uncertainty would in no 
way effect the number of 
times he referenced the term 
as he “racked up those sweet, 
sweet participation points.”

Other students, though 
equally flabbergasted by the 
four-syllable behemoth of a 
word, soldiered on through class, 

in the words of their professor, 
“like champs.” Preliminary re-
ports indicate that upwards of 25 
separate pronunciations of “he-
gemony” were vocalized during 
the class period, setting a Whit-
man Politics departmental record 
and drawing the attention of sev-
eral world-renowned linguists.

Said one prominent etymol-
ogist, “What is truly astounding 
is the rapid proliferation of these 
pronunciations, particularly in a 
class of just 15 students. We’re 

looking at a rate of nearly 1.6 
pronunciations per student here 
which is absolutely unheard of.” 
The class reportedly experienced 
a turbulent few minutes when the 
spectre of a new, strange version 
of the word was unearthed: “he-
gemon.” At press time, howev-
er, a heroic first-year student had 
swooped in to rescue the class 
from almost certain intellectual 
doom, heroically redirecting dis-
cussion to the cozy safety of ne-
oliberalism and its discontents.

by TREVOR LEWIS
VP at Consulting Division at The Wire LLC

Whitman Admissions to accept vinyl 
collections in lieu of  SAT scores

 by Nick Sekits

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash

New class offering 
for White Male 

Fragility

It’s been a tough run for the 
White Guys recently. In the 
past few months, they’ve 

braved the inaccurate me-
dia representations of Whites 
at Trump Rallies, indiscrim-
inate and vague blame being 
placed on them in every poli-
tics class and the most recent 
leadership shake-up in one of 
their most cherished institu-
tions, IFC, where one of their 
own was just trying to do his 
White Guy thing by clumsily 
advancing his elite group’s in-
terests with calculated disre-
gard for the consequences. The 
higher-ups at Whitman have 
taken notice of this troubling 
trend of White Guy subjuga-
tion and have vowed to remedy 
it by offering a new class called 
Affirmative Reactions 128.

The class will be comprised 
largely of White Guys whose 
egos meet a certain standard 
level of fragility and a hand-
picked group of students who 
represent traditionally mar-
ginalized groups whose fac-
es you’ve undoubtedly seen on 
every piece of Whitman adver-
tising. The class will be run as 
a discussion based seminar an-
alyzing many of the texts that 

led to discussions in which the 
White Guys felt victimized, 
including the The New Jim 
Crow, Beloved and The Sec-
ond Sex. The women and peo-
ple of color in the room will 
provide their insights into the 
given text but the class will 
not be allowed to move on 
to the next point until one of 
the White Guys in the room 
has repeated, diluted and tak-
en credit for each said insight.

The aim of the class is to 
provide a platform for White 
Guys to reclaim their lost agen-
cy in these tumultuous political 
times. Repeating the intellectu-
al contributions of others and 
claiming them as their own has 
been a longstanding tradition 
for the White Guys of Whitman 
College, and finally enough stu-
dent interest has coalesced to 
allow for the practice to be fully 
ritualized as a component of a 
well-rounded liberal arts educa-
tion. In order for every student 
to feel heard, some of them have 
to be heard more than others.

“Sure, we’ve gotten a lot 
of criticism for registering for 
this,” said one of the six An-
drews in the class, “but, like, at 
the end of the day, no one can 
make you feel inferior with-
out your consent, amirite?”

Yes Andrew, you sure are.

by JEFFREY GUSTAVESON
Squirrel Communicator

No one in 
politics class 
sure how to 
pronounce 

“hegemoney”
by MEGUMI RIERSON

Chief Ivory Tower Correspondent
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