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Student committee works with 
Women in Leadership founder Col-
leen Willoughby to reshape the Sym-
posium to better include women 
from more diverse backgrounds. 

PAGE 2

WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE? 

A&E
Netflix’s new Amanda Knox docu-
mentary reframes the infamous sto-
ry of the American exchange student 
accused of murder in Italy. 

PAGE 4

Sports
Sports reporter Cherokee Washing-
ton meets with students who have 
suffered from injuries that have kept 
them off of the field. 

PAGE 5

Opinion
Does online activism work? Whit-
man community members respond. 

PAGE 7

Online
Didn’t have the chance to read last 
week’s articles? Catch up online! 

whitmanwire.com

PIONEERPIONEER

  

Vol. CXXXIX  October 13, 2016 

ISSUE 6 Whitman news since 1896

President of BSU Sean Hannah ‘17 gives opening remarks at the vigil for victims of police brutality. Photos by Henry Honzel.

Reflecting on Race 

In it for the long run: 
cross country builds 
toward conference

see CROSS COUNTRY, page 5

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Staff Reporter

Any sports team has its ups 
and downs over the course 
of the season, and Whit-

man’s cross country program is 
no exception. After a productive 
and optimistic preseason, it’s been 
a bumpy road lately for both the 
men’s and women’s teams. Multi-
ple runners have faced injuries that 
have limited or prohibited their par-
ticipation in training, with some af-
flictions possibly being season-
ending. The season also has not 
been “sick” in the way the team 
had hoped: illness has torn through 
the team, forcing head coach Scott 
Shields to cancel the group’s Oc-
tober Break trip to Whitman’s 
Johnston Wilderness Campus.

Despite these ailments, how-
ever, optimism remains high for 
both groups. Northwest Conference 
(NWC) winners are decided at the 
Conference Championship Meet 
on Oct. 29, with another two weeks 
after that to prepare for NCAA 
Regionals. Team and individu-
al awards are up for grabs at both. 
While they may be setbacks, early 
injuries and illnesses do not fully de-

bilitate the teams’ conference hopes.
“All that matters is what our 

team can do at the conference 
meet,” senior captain Alex Wa-
heed said. NWC Preseason Polls 
placed high expectations on the 
Whitman cohort, with the men 
predicted to finish second in con-
ference and the women in third.

The University of Washing-
ton’s Sundodger Invitational dem-
onstrated the potential of Whit-
man’s teams early. The men fin-
ished first of all eight NWC 
teams present and the women of-
fered a strong showing as well. 
First year Whitney Rich, who has 
been quick to prove herself as a 
top runner on the women’s team, 
was thrilled with the experience.

“Many of us got huge person-
al records which made for an ex-
citing preview to the conference,” 
Rich said. “It was our first over-
night travel for a race and, being 
a first year, everything was very 
new and exciting.” The more re-
cent Bowles Invite in Salem, Ore-
gon saw less success. Perhaps ow-
ing to the aforementioned inju-
ry and illness woes, both teams re-
turned to Whitman wanting more.

see UBER , page 6
Mike Siegenthaler asked Uber to bring its services to Walla Walla in April.  
Photo by Tywen Kelly.

Community faces issues of race with vigil, lecture 

by CHRISTY CARLEY
News Editor

On Thursday evening the 
words “We Shall Over-
come” echoed across the 

steps of Penrose Library, while can-
dles flickered in the dark. Mem-
bers of the Whitman communi-
ty gathered together to mourn the 
black lives lost to police brutality. 
The vigil, sponsored by Whitman’s 
Black Student Union (BSU) includ-
ed speakers, a performance from a 
local gospel choir and a silent march.

Cathartic and a Statement

President of BSU, senior 
Sean Hannah said that it’s impor-
tant for events like the vigil to be 
proactive, rather than reactive.

“I think it would be cool if in-
stead of having so many protests 
that are reactive to big shootings, if 
we just had more protests that were 
active and not just a result of some-
thing that we hear on the news, but 
having it be more spontaneous,” 
Hannah said. “If we just depend 
on the news then that will cause us 

to stop protesting if the news stops 
having these events as their focus.”

Wednesday’s vigil came in the 
wake of the shootings of Keith La-
mont Scott in Tulsa, OK and Ter-
rence Crutcher in Charlotte, NC, 
but the idea for the event was born 
in early September, prior to when 
the shootings took place. While 
specific names of victims were 
mentioned, the vigil was meant 
as a way to honor all black vic-
tims of police brutality, address-
ing the issue in a general sense.

BSU decided early on that 
the vigil would take on the es-
sence of a memorial. It was in-
tended to help community mem-
bers form a closer emotional con-
nection with the events that have 
been taking place across the nation.

“I hope that [students] can 
find more of an emotional con-
nection to what’s happening. Not 
just an intellectual connection,” 
Hannah said. “This thing is ac-
tually affecting real people, and 
it’s hard to fully see that if you’re 
just looking at Facebook articles.”

Opening marks at the vigil 
were given by Hannah and Profes-

sor of Psychology Brooke Vick. Af-
ter songs led by the choir, the names 
of recent victims of police brutali-
ty were announced and community 
members marched around Ankeny 
Field in silence. BSU member Jun-
ior Christopher Cox provided clos-
ing remarks. To call attention to the 
vigil, members of BSU drew chalk 
outlines of bodies around cam-
pus, imitating the chalk lines drawn 
around bodies at a crime scene.

“It’s both cathar-
tic and a statement,” Cox said.

Cox believes that while many 
members of the Whitman commu-
nity may care about issues of ra-
cial justice, the proximity of such 
issues doesn’t always hit home.

“There’s a certain…discon-
nect in the way that some peo-
ple might think, ‘Yes, black peo-
ple are more likely to be impris-
oned or killed or whatever, but that 
happens in the South or that hap-
pens over there, not here. But if peo-
ple who are black here are able to 
bring things that do happen here to 
a larger audience, maybe that will 
make some sort of breakthrough.”

see ACTIVISM, page 3

Now, I’m from just outside 
NYC, so when I was assigned 
an article about Uber in Walla 

Walla, Washington, I was a tad skepti-
cal. Uber? In Walla Walla? I’ve called 
Uber’s to the bustling streets of Man-
hattan, but the wheat fields of Wal-
la Walla are another story entirely.

Nonetheless, on Oct. 1 I decid-
ed to put it to the test. I opened up 
the dusty app and called an Uber to 
pick me up at Reid Campus Center.

Not even three minutes lat-
er, Mike Siegenthaler pulled up in 
a white BMW, complete with the 
sleek black Uber decal on his wind-
shield. I hopped in and soon discov-
ered that not only is Mike an Uber 
driver in Walla Walla, but he was also 
the first Uber driver in Walla Wal-
la, ever. We start driving (I tell him 
to go in circles around town–The 
Wire is paying for the ride, after all) 
and he explains his journey to Uber.

Mike has been a Wal-
la Walla resident his whole 
life, but he is well-traveled.

“I’ve known about Uber forev-
er,” Mike said. “I’ve used it in other 
cities like Phoenix, Vegas and Paris.”

This past April, Mike con-
tacted Uber to see if the compa-
ny could bring its services to town.

“Not that I necessarily need-
ed to do it for the money, but it 
seemed like it was something that 
the town could use,” Mike said.

by KATHARINE GILLEN
Staff Reporter

The man who 
brought us 
Uber
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Women in Leadership Panel 
emphasizes diversity and 

advocacy

Whitman’s annual Wom-
en in Leadership Sym-
posium will take place 

Oct. 27, following a year of re-
examination of its organization-
al process. A student-led protest 
of the symposium last year led 
to an effort by students, admin-
istrators and Colleen Willough-
by ‘55, the symposium’s found-
er, to ensure that the symposi-
um’s panelists would include 
more women of color and bet-
ter represent students’ interests.

Willoughby established the 
annual symposium in the 1980s 
in an effort to provide Whitman 
students, faculty and Walla Wal-
la community members the op-
portunity to connect with wom-
en in business, philanthropy and 
other leadership positions. It fea-
tures a dinner hosted by Presi-
dent Murray and open to nom-
inated senior women, a lunch 
open to the Whitman and Wal-
la Walla communities and a pan-
el of prominent women invited 
by Willoughby. The panel, where 
last year’s protest occurred, will 
take place this year at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Reid ballroom on the day of 
the symposium. Willoughby has 
been actively involved in choos-
ing each year’s panel members 
since the symposium’s inception.  

At last year’s symposi-
um, a group of students protest-
ed the lack of women of color 
and called for more student in-
put in the choice of panelists. 
This led to the creation of a stu-
dent committee that Willough-
by met with to take student input.

The committee included sev-
eral students who had been in-
volved in that protest as well as 
delegates from on-campus or-
ganizations including Feminists 
Advocating Change and Em-
powerment (FACE) and For Us 
By Us (FUBU), a group that ad-
dresses issues facing students 
and faculty of color. The Stu-
dent Engagement Center (SEC), 
which facilitates the event each 
year, was also heavily involved 
in the committee and in ena-
bling communication between 
the committee and Willoughby.  

The committee met with 
Willoughby once in person 
and once by phone. They were 
tasked with creating a list of po-
tential panelists to reach out to. 
Willoughby took on her usu-

al role of choosing and re-
cruiting speakers, and the list 
served an advisory function.

The final panel consists of 
Trish Dzika, the Executive Di-
rector of the Technology Ac-
cess Foundation; Susan Millen-
der, Executive Director of Guid-
ed Pathways Support for Youth 
& Families; and Diane Doug-
las, Executive Director at Seattle 
CityClub. Of the three, only Dzi-
ka was suggested by the student 
committee, but both she and Mil-
lender are women of color. Two 
other women from the list were 
initially expected to speak on the 
panel, but were forced to can-
cel due to scheduling conflicts.

Assistant Director of Ca-
reer Development Gayle 
Townsend, who worked close-
ly with the committee and 
with Willoughby on this year’s 
changes, is optimistic about 
the future of the symposium.

“[Willoughby] stepped up, 
she really stepped up and was 
very engaged with this commit-
tee and talking with these stu-
dents, and listening and hear-
ing what they had to say, be-
cause they were pretty passion-
ate about their concerns and 
their issues,” Townsend said. 
“We’re hoping…that we’ll re-
convene with the committee in 
January and start to look through 
the names of panelists and start 
making suggestions and recom-
mendations of women that stu-
dents would like to see come 
to campus,” she later added.

Townsend also not-
ed that the list compiled by 
the committee could prove 
useful in bringing speak-
ers to campus for other events.

Willoughby, too, sought to 
reflect the interests of the pro-
testors and committee in this 
year’s event, which is titled 
“Stand For Your Mission: Voic-
es of Advocacy.” According to 
Willoughby, the women on the 

panel were chosen for their var-
ious approaches to advocacy.

“I’m taking a different tack 
on how we discuss advocacy. I 
think that a protest is a way to 
advocate something that one 
cares about, but I think that there 
are other ways to voice your con-
cerns about an issue that you 
care about,” Willoughby said in a 
phone interview. “I’ve asked each 
of these women this year to indi-
vidually talk about how they ap-
proach diversity and advocacy.”

Senior Annie Want 
served as a committee mem-
ber and protested last year’s 
panel. Want believes that 
this year’s changes repre-
sent a necessary compromise.

“I think, [of] the goals that 
we had in mind, some were met 
and some were not,” she said. 
“There are two women of color 
on the panel this year, and there’s 
one white woman. That’s an 
improvement from last year.”

She added, however, that 
she and Willoughby still have 
divergent visions of what 
the symposium should be.

“I think [Willougby’s] vi-
sion for the event is that she real-
ly loves people who are into phi-
lanthropy. But there’s a certain 
level of privilege or wealth that 
comes with being a philanthro-
pist…So not everybody can be a 
leader in that way. So we talked 
about also trying to veer away a 
little bit from that vision of lead-
ership as connected to a certain 
kind of philanthropy or a certain 
kind of foundation.” Want said.

“I think our ideas about 
moving away from philanthropy, 
moving away from foundations, 
moving away from a certain vi-
sion of a leader maybe haven’t 
been implemented in the way 
that we were hoping. But I think 
overall I’m really proud of the 
work that we did,” Want added.

Townsend and SEC direc-
tor Noah Leavitt praised the 
work put in both by the stu-
dents and by Willoughby.  

“With large organizations 
of this type, whether they’re col-
leges, or businesses…any kind 
of large structure, change some-
times takes a little bit long-
er, and thankfully we had a 
group of people that were per-
sistent enough to stay involved 
over the course of the year, in-
cluding work during the sum-
mer,” Leavitt said. “We’ve 
been very impressed with that.”

On Oct. 7, Colombia’s presi-
dent, Juan Manuel Santos, won the 
2016 Nobel Peace Prize for pursu-
ing an initiative to end a five-dec-
ade-long war with the leftist rebel 
group, the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) five 
days after the Colombian elector-
ate rejected the agreement in a refer-
endum. This war is the longest run-
ning war in the history of the Amer-
icas. Currently, Colombia is home 
to the last remaining guerilla strug-
gle in the Americas. Santos dedi-
cated the prize to the Colombians 
who had died as a result of the con-
flict and called for opponents of the 
deal to change their stance so as to 
end the hostilities. So far, the prize 
seems to have made Colombian cit-
izens even more polarized, with al-
lies showing more support and 
critics showing more opposition.

HINDSIGHT by CHRISTY CARLEY & GEORGIA LYON
News Editors

Source: The New York TimesSource:  The New York Times

On Oct. 8, President Oba-
ma signed the Sexual Assault 
Survivor’s Rights Act. This act 
would be the first piece of legis-
lation in the United States to give 
a specific set of rights to survi-
vors of sexual assault. Here is the 
list of rights given to survivors:

• Receive no charges for evidence 
collection kit
• Be informed of the tests results
• Receive notification 60 days in 
advance if a kit is going to be de-
stroyed and have the ability to re-
quest that it not be destroyed
• Preserve the kit for the entire 
statute of limitations

The hope is that having this bill 
pass at the federal level will en-
courage the states to pass similar 
acts as well.

Source: Vox

A Palestinian gunman fired 
at two Israelis who were getting 
off of a light rail stop opposite of 
Israel’s national police headquar-
ters on October 9. Afterwards, 
he fled into a predominantly Pal-
estinian neighborhood where a 
counterterrorism unit of the Israe-
li police exchanged fire with him. 
A member of the counterterrorism 
unit, Yosef Kirma, 29, died, and 
Israeli civilian, Levana Malihi, 
60, died. A court order mandat-
ed that the Palestian gunman re-
mained anonymous, but it was re-
vealed that he possessed a history 
of being jailed for insightments of 
violence and security offenses. In 
a video filmed before the attack, 
the gunman said that his intention 
was to encourage the people of Je-
rusalem to continue resisting for 
the sake of the Al Aqsa mosque. 

Source: The New York Times

1.5 Million people evacuate 
to avoid hurricane 

Source: The New York Times/ABC News

Protests stop anti-abortion 
law from passing in Poland

Palestinian gunman kills 
two Israelis

Federal Law dedicated to 
sexual assault survivors

Colombian President wins 
Nobel Peace Prize

by ANDY MONSERUD
Investigative Director 

“There are two women of 
color on the panel this 
year, and there’s one 
white woman. That’s an 
improvement from last 
year.”
Annie Want ‘17
Committee member for Women in 
Leadership Symposium

On Oct. 6, Poland’s ruling par-
ty Law and Justice decided against 
passing an abortion law that would 
have made abortion illegal only if 
the mother’s life was being endan-
gered. Thousands of women dressed 
in black and went out on the streets 
to protest the law. In light of the pro-
tests, the leader of the Law and Jus-
tice party, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, an-
nounced that the party agreed with 
the premise of the law but not the 
version the anti-abortion group be-
hind the law proposed. The pro-
posed law would have punished 
women who received abortions and 
imprisoned doctors who performed 
the abortion procedure. Three-
hundred-fifty-two of the 428 law-
makers who were in Poland’s low-
er house of parliament ended up 
voting against the abortion law. 

Hurricane Matthew hit Florida 
on Thursday, Oct. 9 with 140-mile-
per-hour winds. Florida’s governor, 
Rick Scott, stated that he thought 
the storm would be lethal and or-
dered one and a half million peo-
ple along the coast to evacuate their 
homes. He then ordered 3,500 Coast 
Guard members to help with evacu-
ations and search and rescue opera-
tions after the storm. President Oba-
ma declared a state of emergency in 
Florida and South Carolina, which 
allowed the Department of Home-
land Security and Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency to engage 
in relief efforts. Kennedy Space 
Center, which is owned by NASA, 
prepared for the damage that 150 
mile-per-hour gusts of wind might 
do to its facilities. Nine Floridi-
ans died as a result of this hurri-
cane, and 1,045 people died overall. 
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Whitman confronts racial injustice
Cox also hopes that the 

vigil will serve as a space 
for grieving and connection.

“If someone needs to be 
helped in any kind of way, hav-
ing dealt with the shootings, may-
be just the simple fact that we’re 
doing something about it and that 
we think it’s important enough 
to do something about it, is help-
ful to somebody…I hope if it can, 
that it does help people,” he said.  

Civil Rights Today

Discussions of racial justice 
on campus will continue Thurs-
day night with a lecture present-
ed by prominent Black Lives 
Matter activist and senior jus-
tice writer for the New York 
Daily News, Shaun King. The 
event, sponsored by Whitman 
Events Board (WEB), will take 
place at 7:00 p.m. in Cordiner.

King’s lecture, entitled “Civ-
il Rights Today,” will focus on 
the Black Lives Matter Move-
ment and issues of police brutality.

According to WEB Lec-
tures Director Hannah Pouk-
ish, who brought King to cam-
pus, the lecture will also mention 
“ways that the average person can 
help [with issues of racial justice].”

King’s current endeavours in-
clude planning an “Injustice Boy-
cott”  which will begin Decem-
ber 5, the anniversary of the 1955 

Montgomery Bus Boycott led by 
Martin Luther King Jr. According 
to an article by Shaun King, partic-
ipants in the boycott will be “mak-
ing a pledge that you will boycott 
cities, states, businesses and insti-
tutions which are either willful-
ly indifferent to police brutality 
and racial injustice or are deliber-
ately destructive partners with it.”

Specific targets of the boy-
cott will be kept secret until De-
cember 5. King plans to pro-
vide justifications for each tar-
get, as well as describing alterna-
tives to the boycotted entities for 
those who choose to participate.

King is known for his strong 
social media presence, and it 
was on Facebook where Pouk-
ish first encountered his activ-
ism. She had been following him 
for about six months, and no-
ticed several other Whitman stu-
dents followed him as well.

“I was kind of just looking 
for people who I thought would 
be a good fit for Whitman, and 
he was someone who came up a 
lot on my Facebook page and oth-
er social media” Poukish said.

Poukish worked with Assis-
tant Director of Student Activi-
ties Katharine Curles to book a 
time for King to come to campus. 
As this is Poukish’s first event as 
Lectures Director, she’s excited 
about the impact of having some-
one like King come to campus.

“[King] seems very excit-

ed to come and meet students, 
she said. “I think to actually hear 
from someone who is actual-
ly doing social justice as his ca-
reer and has a big impact is real-
ly important for students to see.”

Where do we go from here?

Both Cox and Budget Man-
ager for BSU junior Alondra Con-
treras-Cervantes mentioned dif-
ficulties they face with racial jus-
tice activism while being a student.

“The number one challenge 
for racial justice activism–I think 
this can go with any kind of ac-
tivism though–[is] just trying to 
balance school with ongoing is-
sues. Because the world doesn’t 
stop just because you have a chem 
exam,” Contreras-Cervantes said.

She said she often has to sup-
press feelings of frustration or sad-
ness when instances of racial in-
justice happen, at least until school 
gets a little less busy, but that 
talking with friends often helps.

Clubs like For Us By Us 
(FUBU), a club specifically for 
community members of color, 
and BSU can provide a valua-
ble space for students and com-
munity members to come to-
gether and discuss issue of race.

Cox said his reason for join-
ing BSU during his first year at 
Whitman was, “a feeling of iso-
lation… [from] being a black kid 
at Whitman, but then also having 

the news affect you in a certain 
way–news about shootings and po-
lice brutality and all that stuff.”

Unlike FUBU, BSU is 
open to any community mem-
ber who wants to join, whether 
or not they are a person of color.  

Cox described the pur-
pose of BSU as “two pronged.”

The club has both an “inward” 
and “outward” purpose, meaning it 
is a place for members of the com-
munity to gain support by talking 
about race related issues they’ve 
experienced at Whitman, but also 
has the goal of reaching out to the 
larger campus community to raise 
awareness about race issues both 
at Whitman and more generally.

But reaching out to a ma-
jority white audience about is-
sues of race can be difficult.

“I feel like a lot of white peo-
ple feel scared sometimes, to help 
or to go to BSU meetings. But I 
feel like it’s very important for 
white people to use their privi-
lege,” said Contreras-Cervantes. 
“They can help out so the whole 
workload isn’t put on the people 
of color who face these issues.”

Contreras-Cervantes will 
serve as Co-Programming Direc-
tor for the 2017 Power and Privi-
lege Symposium along with Jess 
Faunt who will serve as this year’s 
Executive Director. This year’s 
symposium theme is “Empower.”

“That theme was inspired by 
a recognition that the symposi-

um in the past has placed the bur-
den of ‘teaching’ our campus 
about social justice issues on stu-
dents, staff and faculty who most 
strongly feel the effects of op-
pression in their lives,” said Faunt 
in an email to The Whitman Wire.

Both Contreras and Faunt will 
be attending a national conference 
this November entitled “Facing 
Race” put on by Race Forward, an 
organization founded in 1981 that 
conducts research on issues of ra-
cial justice and serves as a me-
dia outlet. The opening plenary of 
the conference is titled “Multira-
cial Movement for Black Lives.”

“I am personally hoping to at-
tend the ‘Showing Up For Racial 
Justice’ workshop, which is ex-
plicitly for white people to learn 
and discuss how to be better allies 
in racial justice activism,” Faunt 
said. “As a white person at a major-
ity white school, I see that most of 
the white student body is still very 
uncomfortable talking about race 
and uncertain of how to be an ally.”

Contreras-Cervantes thinks 
that while many people would like 
to help with issues of racial justice, 
they might feel concerned about, 
“stepping on toes or taking up too 
much space.” While she does be-
lieve that this can be an issue, she 
hopes that this concern won’t over-
ride people’s desire to make change.

“I’d rather have that than 
people being passive, because 
that doesn’t help,” she said.

Working in Walla Walla            

from ACTIVISM, page 1

ADVERTISEMENT

Sophomore Dani Schlenker (left), sophomore Juliana Matz (middle), and junior Ryan Garrett (right) are interning at local 
organizations like the Blue Mountain Land Trust, the Natural Resources Career Camp and the Every Kid in a Park Program. 
Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

While many Whitman 
students choose to look 
out of state or out of 

town for internships and job op-
portunities, there are a few stu-
dents choosing to stay right here 
in Walla Walla. Four Whitman 
students hold environmental in-
ternships in Walla Walla this 
year that include working with 
the Blue Mountain Land Trust, 
the Natural Resources Career 
Center in Walla Walla and the 
Every Kid in a Park Program. 
The internships share a com-
mon theme of environmental 
justice, education and nonprof-
it work, differing slightly in the 
specific focus of the internship.

Bryn Hines, a sophomore at 
Whitman, is one of a few Whit-
man students interning at Blue 
Mountain Land Trust this year. 
She will be working as a grant 

management intern. Her job will 
entail contacting local grant or-
ganizations asking for funding to 
start a natural resource employ-
ment camp for women. Hines 
spoke about what she hopes to 
learn from her internship with 
Blue Mountain Land Trust.

“I am interested in go-
ing into nonprofit manage-
ment or nonprofit law so I hope 
to gain experience with the 

grant writing process and fa-
miliarize myself with the inner 
workings of nonprofits,” Hines 
wrote in an email to The Wire.

Dani Schlenker, also a soph-
omore, interns for Blue Moun-
tain Land Trust as well in the 
Education and Outreach pro-
gram. She will be working on 
two main projects this year, 
communicating with landown-
ers about conservation oppor-
tunities and creating a pro-
gram like the Oregon Outdoor 
School Program in Walla Walla.

Schlenker hopes to learn 
more about the inner workings 
of nonprofits and gain more ex-
perience in environmental work.

“I hope to gain experience 
both in the field of conserva-
tion work and environmental 
studies but also in the world of 
nonprofits. Furthermore, I am 
hoping to connect more with 
the greater community of Wal-
la Walla and to develop some 

skills that will be helpful in the 
world after college,” Schlenker 
wrote in an email to The Wire.

Ryan Garrett, a junior, will 
be a Development Intern for the 
Natural Resources Career Camp 
in Walla Walla. His intern-
ship involves developing a nat-
ural resource program for Lati-
na high school women in Walla 
Walla. The goal of creating this 
program is to increase diversi-
ty in the career areas related to 
natural resources. Garrett hopes 
to gain skills in communication, 
management and planning as a 
result of his internship this year.

“I hope to do nonprofit envi-
ronmental work, specifically re-
lated to outdoor education pro-
grams. This internship gives me 
both an insight into how environ-
mental nonprofits operate as well 
as behind the scenes experience 
for how outdoor education pro-
grams come to fruition,” Garrett 
wrote in an email to The Wire.

Juliana Matz, a sophomore, 
will be interning for the Eve-
ry Kid in a Park Program. The 
Every Kid in a Park Program 
is a White House youth initia-
tive passed in 2015, and Matz’s 
work involves implementing this 
initiative in Walla Walla. The 
goal of this initiative is to in-
volve kids with the outdoors and 
teach them about important en-
vironmental issues. The initi-
ative provides free park access 
to national and state parks for 
fourth graders and their fami-
lies. Matz will be reaching out 
to elementary school teach-
ers in Walla Walla to inform 
them of the benefits of Every 
Kid in a Park and educate them 
about the resources they can use.

“I’m interested in nonprofit 
work, environmental justice and 
working with kids, so I’m real-
ly excited for the work that I’ll 
be doing this semester,” Matz 
wrote in an email to The Wire.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

“I am hoping to connect 
more with the greater 
community of Walla 
Walla and to develop 
some skills that will 
be helpful in the world 
after college.”
Dani Schlenker ‘19
Blue Mountain Land Trust Education 
and Outreach Intern

Students intern with local nonprofits, education, and environmental work

Members of the Whitman community gathered outside Penrose Library for the 
vigil.  Photo by Henry Honzel
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Poetry, dance, music and the-
atre were intertwined in 
a moving performance at 

Walla Walla Community Col-
lege. “A Poetry and Dance Pro-
ject” was held at 7 p.m. on Oct. 8, 
and was centered around the po-
ems of Raymond Carver and Tess 
Gallagher, paired with other art 
forms including music and dance.

The show was choreographed 
by WWCC choreographer and 
dance instructor Vicki Lloid. The 
performers included Lloid, head 
of the WWCC Theatre Arts De-
partment Kevin Loomer, cellist 
and Whitman professor emeri-
tus Edward Dixon and local yoga 
instructors Allison Michelle 
Keppel and Matti Eisenberg.

During the event, Gallagh-
er read her poem “A Little In-
side Out Dream,” which was per-
formed in dance by Lloid and Ei-
senberg. Carver’s poem “His 
Bathrobe Pockets Stuffed With 
Notes,” was performed by Loom-
er, who acted out the poem, walk-
ing around the stage picking 
up notes with bits of the poem 
on them. The last performance, 
Carver’s poem “Lemonade,” fea-
tured a mixture of heartfelt danc-
ing by Keppel and Loomer’s reci-
tation of the poem set to a haunt-
ing cello piece played by Dixon.

The program for “Lemon-
ade” had been previously per-
formed in Port Angeles, Wash-
ington, where Tess Gallagher re-
sides. It had been exceptional-
ly successful, and Dean of Arts 
and Sciences at WWCC Rich-
ard Middleton Kaplan suggest-
ed doing it again in Walla Wal-
la. Lloid had agreed and expand-
ed the program further to include 
aforementioned pieces, resulting 
in “A Poetry and Dance Project.”

Carver’s poems in this 
program are from his last 
book, “A New Path to the Wa-
terfall,” which he finished 
while battling lung cancer.

Gallagher described Carv-
er’s poems as inspiration-
al. “Even though the materi-
al that he’d actually been deal-
ing with are some life tragedies, 
there’s a kind of valiant spirit in-
side his approach to those, so you 
don’t feel brought down by it.”

The event not only hon-
ored the poems of Raymond 
Carver and Tess Gallagh-
er, but also brought togeth-
er two art forms that are similar 
in often unacknowledged ways.

“[Poetry and dance] both 
deal with metaphor and brevi-
ty,” Lloid said. “A poem packs 
just a tremendous amount of im-
agery and information in real-
ly a small little package. I think 
that dance does that too. Also, po-
etry is more of a sensed know-

ing of what’s being communi-
cated by the poet, and I think the 
very same thing is true of dance.”

Loomer also noted simi-
larities between the two arts.

“These come out of the same 
creative spirit that’s inside of 
someone that says, we have emo-
tions that sit outside the logical 
realm that we have to express in 
some way in order to bring this 

stuff forth,” Loomer said. “So it’s 
all from that same creative spir-
it, just different expressions of it.”

Gallagher emphasized the 
emotional component of poetry 
and dance, speaking of how dance 
and poetry join through emotions.

“I think when you get poet-
ry together with dance, the au-
dience gets something they 
wouldn’t get from just reading 
the poem. If you’re just reading 
the poem flat on the page, you’re 
just alone in your solitude. To see 
the poem danced, you have more 
clues; you are accompanied, you 
are both spectator and compan-
ion...The audience can be both in-
side and outside the moving form 
of the poem,” Gallagher said.

The performances were de-
cidedly emotionally-charged. “A 

Little Inside Out Dream” depict-
ed a daughter struggling with 
the loss of her mother, while 
“His Bathrobe Pockets Stuffed 
With Notes” dealt with Carver’s 
lung cancer diagnosis. “Lemon-
ade” brought out emotions cir-
cling around guilt and loss.

“The dancers really inhabit 
the arena of these poems emotion-
ally, and that’s what poetry is,” 
Gallagher said. “Poetry is sleep-
ing words brought alive by emo-
tions in the voice of the poet. And 
the dancers have to find that emo-
tion and to add their own to it.”

Both Gallagher and Loom-
er praised Lloid, who was the 
driving force behind “A Poet-
ry and Dance Project,” high-
ly for her work and creativity.

“She’s a blessing to this 
community,” Loomer said.

Gallagher, who has been 
friends with Lloid for quite a 
while now, spoke of the way 
Lloid’s choreography fits so well 
with her and Carver’s poems.

“It’s interpretive,” Gallagh-
er said. “What Vicki has done is, 
in her choreography, she has in-
terpreted these poems by adding 
by restoring and inventing real-
ly imaginatively emotions to go 
with the words. Actually, they go 
kind of beyond the words. I feel 
like my poem is sort of rewritten 
in motion my poem is enacted.”

When asked what she hoped 
the audience would get out of 
the performance, Lloid an-
swered, “I hope they’ll be moved. 
I hope they will feel something.”

Similarly, Loomer said, “I 
want them to be touched by it. 
That’s why I do theater. It’s always 
a gift...We do it to tell stories, in 
order to transform the world.”

“I hope that their hearts 
will open because there are a 
lot of things that are closing us 
right now and I think we look 
to art to keep our empathet-
ic souls alive,” Gallagher said.

The powerful, heart-opening 
performance was received with a 
standing ovation by the audience.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Community College “Poetry and Dance 
Project” translates art to new forms

Edward Dixon (above) performs cello at “A Poetry and Dance Project” at Walla Walla Community College.  Photo by Samarah 
Uribe-Mendez. 

“Amanda Knox” is a 
raw look at the media

This past week, I attend-
ed a meeting for stu-
dents planning to study 

abroad. Around 20 students 
and myself anxiously sat to-
gether, waiting for the speak-
er talk us through the process 
of choosing and applying to 
the available programs. As my 
eyes scanned down the long list 
of cities and countries where I 
could study and live, I grew ex-
cited thinking about the future. 
What waited for me in New Zea-
land, South Africa, Indonesia or 
Austria? I could only imagine.

Seven hours later, view-
ing the new Netflix documenta-
ry “Amanda Knox,” I watched as 
police discovered the dead body 
of Meredith Kercher, an Eng-
lish university student study-
ing abroad in Italy. Suddenly I 
realized I might not be as ready 
to leave home as I had thought.

“Amanda Knox” uses a col-
lage of interviews, audio record-
ings, video footage from po-
lice investigations and more to 
give a vivid retelling of a mur-
der trial that captivated audi-
ences internationally for eight 
long years. The story begins in 
2007, when Meredith Kerch-
er was discovered dead in the 
house in Italy where she lived 
with Amanda Knox and anoth-
er student. The prime prosecu-
tor quickly accused Knox and 
her then-boyfriend Raffaele Sol-
lecito, and when the media dis-
covered the story, rife with vi-
olence and romance, a me-
dia whirlwind ensued that cap-
tured the attention of  the world.

Directed by Rod Blackhurst 
and Brian McGinn, “Amanda 
Knox” is a well-crafted mov-
ie that forces viewers to form 
their own opinions about Knox’s 
guilt. The film moves through 
the evidence and trials, careful-
ly choosing when to reveal de-
tails so the viewer experienc-
es the case as it actually unfold-
ed. Throughout the entirety of 
the film, changing verdicts and 
the introduction of new evidence 
leaves the audience constant-

by MISSY GERLACH
Staff Reporter

“The audience can be 
both inside and outside 
the moving form of the 
poem.”
Tess Gallagher
Featured Poet, “Poetry & Dance Project”

Wire Watch

Shaun King: Civil Rights Today
A lecture on racial politics, police brutality and mod-

ern social justice. 7:00 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 13
 Cordiner Hall.

Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
A hot air balloon festival featuring a wide variety of 
ballooning activities. 7:15 a.m. and beyond, Thurs-

day-Sunday, Oct. 13-16. Howard-Tietan Park.

Cyndia Sieden and Jennifer Walsh Bowman
Part of Fridays at Four Recital Series. 4:00 p.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 14. Chism Hall. Free and open to the public.

Make a Difference Day
Community service event shared between Whit-

man College, Walla Walla University and Walla Walla 
Community College. 8:30 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 15. 

Reid Ballroom.

Dress a Living Doll Spaghetti Luncheon
A spaghetti luncheon, style show and silent auction. 

Proceeds go to the charitable Dress a Living Doll 
organization. 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 15th. 

Assumption Church. Tickets $7.00.

Carol Cassella “Words at the Heart of Healthcare”
A lecture on the impact of fiction on both patients 

and physicians. 7:00 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 15th. 
Kimball Theatre.

“Life Boat”
WEB event, in which audience members vote on fac-
ulty members to save in their life boat based on the 

qualities they present. 7:00-9:00 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 17 Reid Coffeehouse.

Weekend of October 13th

The new documentary is another 
feather in Netflix’s growing cap

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.

ADVERTISEMENT

ly without answers. Interviews 
bring the viewer quite literally 
face-to-face with the main play-
ers of the trial, making them look 
into the eyes of those they judge. 
Beautiful shots of the small town 
where the murder took place 
serve as a chilling reminder 
that horrible things can happen 
even where we least expect it.

The goal of the documen-
tary is clear from its begin-
ning: to have the viewer choose 
their own stance on the guilt of 
Knox. The film embarks on this 
goal by showing the two sides 
of the story, with personal inter-
views by Knox, Sollecito, lead 
prosecutor Giuliano Mignini 
and a journalist from The Dai-
ly Mail, Nick Pisa. These dif-
fering perspectives and the ev-
er-changing verdict leave it up to 
the viewer to ultimately decide 
how they feel about the case.

However, the movie is not 
wholly successful in removing 
its biases and subtly sways view-
ers towards the defendants. Al-
though the media and prosecu-
tion are represented, their in-
terviews leave the viewer with 
an unpleasant image of the two 
men. Pisa’s focus on the sto-
ry and lack of empathy for 
those involved in the trial con-
demn the entire media as self-

centered and uncaring. Migni-
ni’s over-confidence and unwa-
vering certainty casts the pros-
ecution as rash. While these in-
dividuals might be well repre-
sented, the prosecution was not 
one man and neither is the me-
dia. By representing these fields 
by a singular figure, the film 
oversimplifies both the prose-
cution and the media and fails 
to remain completely impartial.

Despite this, “Amanda 
Knox” is another successful at-
tempt by Netflix to transition 
from being purely a film distrib-
utor into the world of film pro-
duction. Although it might just 
make you think twice about stud-
ying or traveling abroad, the 
film’s real value lies in the is-
sues about the media, representa-
tion and more. The thrilling sto-
ry and deliberate choices of the 
filmmakers construct a docu-
mentary that delivers both as en-
tertainment and interacts with 
viewers on an intellectual level.

“Interviews bring the 
vierwer quite literally 
with the main players of 
the trial.”
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The Long Road to Recovery: 

Injuries in Athletics

Compassionate, 
high quality care 
is never denied 
and my insurance 
is accepted.

Your insurance accepted.

Schedule online: 
PPGWNI.ORG 

1.800.230.PLAN

Walla Walla Health Center
828 S. 1st Ave.

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. Whitworth University Oct. 8:  L  1-2
Women’s
v. Linfield College Oct. 8: L 0-1
v. Pacific University Oct. 9: W 4-2

VOLLEYBALL
v. Whitworth University Oct. 5: L 0-3
v. Lewis & Clark College Oct. 8: W 3-0 

GOLF
Men’s
8th place NWC Fall Classic
Women’s
2nd place NWC Fall Classic

First Year Tristan Rhodes runs during 
practice. Photo by Natalie Mutter

The cross country season can 
be tough: daily training means up 
to 60 miles per week, workouts 
consume hours each day and the 
first competition that counts is a 
full ten weeks into the season. The 
team relies heavily on a unique 
team culture to keep morale high. 
“Cross country is a very mental 
sport so we cope with the mental 
stress of racing with lots of jok-
ing around, post-race dance parties 
on the bus, and more,” explained 
Rich. “Our team atmosphere is fo-
cused without being stressful.”

Echoing these statements, 
Waheed added, “We are able to 
maintain a strong training regimen 
and competition mentality while 
still joking around plenty and 
taking the pressure off of school 
work.” This last weekend featured 
the group’s annual Taq Formal, 
for which members of the men’s 
team creatively ask members of 
the women’s team to a formal din-
ner at Taqueria Mi Pueblito, a fa-
vorite of many Whitman students.

Fun team-bonding events 
like this, as well as the strong in-
ternal drive of each individual 
athlete, propel Whitman’s cross 
country teams through the sea-

son. With high hopes for confer-
ence, districts and nationals, the 
group continues to train and pre-
pare with intensity for upcom-
ing competitions. “We’re a sil-
ly group,” said Rich, “but when 
it comes to racing we’ve got our 
‘races faces’ on and we are ready 
to compete and give it our all.”

Cross country travels to Sa-
lem this weekend for the Confer-
ence Preview meet in final prep-
aration for the NWC Confer-
ence Championship on Oct. 29

Cross country races on
ADVERTISEMENT

Noah Cavanaugh (above) has been injured for much of the season but recently returned to the field, scoring a goal in his debut. Photos contributed by Noah Cavanaugh

Introduction

“Imagine working your 
whole life at your craft.Im-
agine winning [a] state [ti-

tle], [a] championship, or maybe 
even experiencing that high [you 
feel] when you beat a rival team. 
Now, imagine not being able to 
feel [that high] as you watch your 
friends and teammates strive for 
greatness and surpass you. That’s 
what it’s like to tear an ACL,” sen-
ior soccer player Trayvon Foy said.

An athlete’s body is like a well-
oiled machine. Treat it right with the 
best physical training, stretching 
routines, ice bath sessions and a lit-
tle love and care, and that body will 
take you far. However, should you 
ignore its needs, that body will in-
evitably break down with no hope 
of full repair.  Many veteran ath-
letes often forget how much  their 
bodies undergo throughout their 
athletic careers. They are taught to 
push our bodies to the absolute lim-
it, becoming equipped with the 
skills to do so through the endless 
mile runs, dreaded leg days, and of 
course, pre-season plyos and sprints.

Though they have developed 
these tools to physically, mentally 
and emotionally take their bodies to 
their peaks, there comes a time in al-
most every athlete’s career when the 
body becomes exhausted, suggest-
ing an obvious overload of physi-
cal demand. Unfortunately, it is al-
most inevitable that injuries can and 
will occur within any sport, regard-

less of level of strength, skill or coor-
dination. The following are a series 
of athletes who underwent injuries 
while they were at Whitman. Now, 
each athlete has fully recovered or 
is in the process of doing so, stead-
ily repairing all physical and men-
tal damage little by little each day. 
Christian McDonald, Shae Kanaka-
ole, Trayvon Foy, Cassidy Brewin 
and Noah Cavanaugh are amongst 
these athletes who have bravely un-
dergone the road to recovery. In the 
interest of authenticity, each sto-
ry is told as a first person account 
from the athletes’ perspectives..

Based on the stories of these ath-
letes, it is clear that injuries are just 
another part of the game of athletics. 
All in all,while athletes may be de-
bilitated at times, they push through 
and return to the court, field or gym 
as soon as possible. That is the beau-
ty of being an athlete; resilience and 
relentless pursuit of their dreams. 

Noah Cavanaugh 

A junior on the Whitman men’s 
soccer team, Noah Cavanaugh ex-
perienced an abdominal injury that 
removed him from soccer for sev-
eral months. Now a little over a 
month into the 2016 season, Noah 
is close to being fully recovered 
and recently returned to the field, 
scoring a goal in his debut game. 

“In January of 2016 I suf-
fered several tears to my abdom-
inal wall during an exercise I’d 
been doing for 6 months for phys-
ical therapy,” Cavanaugh said. 

“It was a low weight, low re-
sistance type exercise, the last of 
which I would have expected to 
keep me out of soccer for almost 8 
months. After a frustrating off sea-
son during which I tried multiple 
types of therapy, I was finally able to 
get an MRI in May which showed a 
large tear in my right side rectus ab-
dominis, a tear in my right abduc-
tor, a tear in my left rectus abdomin-
is, and a congenital hernia in my 
left side abdominal wall,” he added. 

Despite this gnarly injury, Ca-
vanaugh began to do everything 
in his power to begin the process 
of recovery, starting with surgery.

“Surgery was scheduled and 

done on July 19. I hadn’t wor-
ried about my psyche during the 
whole process, but in the weeks fol-
lowing the surgery, it was very 
challenging not to get caught 
in a downward spiral because I 
couldn’t play,” Cavanaugh said. 

Like many athletes, Noah was 
emotionally affected by his in-
jury, as it not only took away the 
game of soccer, but also took a 
toll on his self-image as a player. 

“When [that] was taken away, 
I had to focus my energy on oth-
er things. I wouldn’t say it was a 
re-evaluation of who I was as a 
person, but I was used to spend-
ing several hours every day 
with a ball or in the gym [and]... 
something had to fill that hole.” 

Noah’s surgery came just a 
few weeks before preseason, al-
lowing him to become a vocal 
and positive role model for the 
new, younger players on the team. 

Though Noah suffered a great 
deal of physical pain from this ex-
perience, he turned it into one of 
critical thinking and positivity, a 
task that many find very difficult.

In recent weeks, Noah 
has taken enormous steps in 
his recovery and was cleared 
to play 100% on October 4.  

“I was successfully able to 
channel the frustration and anger 
I felt towards my injury into a very 
rigorous rehab schedule, and was 
able to come back earlier than the 
doctor’s expected because of my 
dedication [in recovering],” he said. 

Noah is one of the millions of 
athletes that experience serious in-
juries such as this one, injuries that 
temporarily take away not only an 
athlete’s physical abilities, but part 
of who you are. As athletes our lan-
guage is expressed through our 
hands, feet, bats and racquets. Take 
away our ability to manipulate those 

tools and we become voiceless.

Christian McDonald

Another fellow athlete who un-
derwent a recurring injury was jun-
ior  basketball playerChristian Mc-
Donald. As the 2016 season ap-
proaches, McDonald is current-
ly recovering from a debilitating 
knee injury. During the 2015 sea-
son, McDonald tore his right me-
niscus for the second time and si-
multaneously suffered from a 
missing piece of knee cartilage.

“I tore my meniscus dur-
ing a league playoff game against 
PLU and I thought our season was 
over,” McDonald said. Like many 
athletes in high impact sports 
such as basketball, Christian’s in-
jury was extremely gruesome. 

“I had to use crutches for six 
weeks because the micro-fracture 
surgery [I underwent] induces so 
much trauma within the knee that if 
I were to walk on it, it would be like 
walking on a broken bone,” he said. 
McDonald sat through the rest of 
the season, while graciously exhib-
iting a positive attitude and strong 
leadership with the rest of the team. 
The difficulties associated with 
the injury were not just physical.

“I’d say what affected me more 
than the recovery time, or the pain 
was the idea that I might have some 
genetic defect with my cartilage that 
would inhibit me from playing bas-
ketball, or even living an active life 
after basketball,” McDonald said.

Christian pointed to the sup-
port of his teammates through-
out the recovery process as integral 
to his mental and physical health. 
McDonald is just another exam-
ple of a Whitman athlete who has 
served as a great role model for 
those who have experienced simi-
lar injuries and recovery processes.

Shae Kanakaole

A third example of a stellar ath-
lete who has ridden the road back to 
health is senior volleyball player Shae 
Kanakaole. During the 2015 season, 
Kanakaole sprained her ankle after 
landing on a teammate’s foot in the 
middle of a play. Instead of remov-

ing herself to focus on the recovery, 
Shae committed herself to the team.

“When I wasn’t able to play, I 
had to figure out how to help the other 
girls be better,” she said. “It changed 
my mentality in the sense that I had 
to figure out other ways I could con-
tribute to the team since I was im-
paired physically. Shae was able to 
see the court shortly after her injury, 
but still learned from the ordeal that 
the response to the injury is more 
important than the physical toll. 

Cassidy Brewin

Another athlete who is all 
too familiar with the world of 
pain is senior soccer player Cas-
sidy Brewin. Brewin tore her la-
brum in her hip while prepar-
ing for her final year at Whitman.

I was playing in a game and 
as I was getting up after a dive to 
throw the ball to a teammate, I 
felt something in my hip give way 
and got a pretty bad shooting pain 
throughout it. It was so stupid be-
cause I completely did it to my-
self and it wasn’t the result of some 
badass tackle or save,” she said.

Brewin explained that the in-
jury took her by surprise at the time 
that it happened and provided her 
with wave of disappointing news. 

“Dealing with this definite-
ly hasn’t been easy,” she added. 
“After I got an MRI to confirm the 
tear, I was told that since I’m a sen-
ior and this is my last season, I could 
play through the injury if I wanted 
to but I do have the chance of mak-
ing my hip worse,” Brewin said. 

This decision was difficult, 
and the stakes were high. One fi-
nal season of soccer had to be 
weighed against possible arthri-
tis or a future hip replacement. 

“But in the end I realized that 
I really only have a few weeks 
left to play the sport that I love 
and I probably wouldn’t be able 
to get surgery until after season 
was over anyways so I might as 
well just play as hard as I can for 
these last few weeks,” she said. 

Despite the difficult decision, 
Brewin continues to work hard and 
play her last few times on the pitch, 
an extremely admirable choice.  

by CHEROKEE WASHINGTON
Sports Reporter

from CROSS COUNTRY, page 1

UPCOMING
SOCCER
Men’s
AWAY: Pacific University Oct. 14
AWAY: George Fox UNiversity Oct. 16
Women’s
HOME: University of Puget Oct. 15

VOLLEYBALL
v. Pacific University Oct. 14

CROSS COUNTRY
Northwest Conference Preview Oct. 15

“A large part of my self-
image and identity 
comes from playing 
soccer and working 
out, and when [that] 
was taken away, I had 
to focus my energy on 
other things.”
Noah Cavanaugh ‘18

“When I wasn’t able to 
play, I had to figure out 
how to help the other 
girls be better.”
Shae Kanakaole ‘18
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The company told him that 
Uber was only available in Seat-
tle and Spokane, but Mike contin-
ued to contact them every month 
and finally, they caved. All he need-
ed to do was fill out some paper-
work and he could get started.

He sent the company a photo-
copy of his driver’s license, insurance 
and registration. He brought his car to 
the mechanic and got his headlights, 
brake lights and seat belts checked.

“They basically just want 
to know that your car isn’t a to-
tal piece of junk,” Mike said. “The 
whole process is really quite simple.”   

One day in early August, after 
he was cleared to drive, Mike opened 
up the app and drove into town, un-
sure of what would happen next. He 
was driving toward Home Depot 
when he got his first request for a ride 
and he’s been giving rides ever since.

“The first month was about 
eight rides a night, and now I do 
probably about fifteen to twen-
ty,” Mike said. “Last night was 
kinda slow, I only did nine.”

During his first few nights as an 
Uber driver Mike drove around wait-
ing for rides, but he soon realized that 
just ate up gas. Now, he parks in a cen-
tral location (normally somewhere on 
Main Street) and listens to ESPN, 
checks Facebook and texts friends 
while waiting for ride requests.

Michael chuckled and add-
ed, “Sometimes I’ll look at my Uber 
stats...as of right now I have 82 trips 
with five-star ratings. I’m a 4.98 out 
of 5 on the app because on my first 
night someone gave me four stars, 
my only under five-star rating. So 
it’s like, I’ll never be able to get that 
perfect five ever again, thanks!”  

The majority of Mike’s cus-
tomers are middle-aged and he said 
he rarely drives college students.

“I picked up a few Whitman 
students last week and took them 
out to the Verizon store,” Mike said.

Mike isn’t complaining though, 
because middle-aged people give 
him better tips. An Uber driver is un-
like a cab in the sense that tips are 
not expected, and while the young-
er generations know that, he occa-
sionally has some older riders who 
give him twenties because they 
are unfamiliar with the system.

Mike only works as an Uber 
driver on Friday and Saturday nights, 
as he also has a day job at Cost Less 
Carpet, where he has worked for 
about a year doing flooring and gran-
ite countertops. Prior to that, he was 
a kitchen designer for Home De-
pot and prior to that, he sold high-
end plumbing online for nine years.

“Driving Uber does not pay the 
bills, in a bigger city I’m sure it can. 
I’ve heard of people in San Francis-
co making like six-hundred dollars 
a day,” Mike said. “For me to pull 
in two-hundred dollars on a week-
end is not bad, but it’s obvious-
ly not going to pay the mortgage.”

Although some Uber driv-
ers choose to get an Uber deb-
it card that deposits money in-
stantly after each ride, Mike opts 

to get paid every Tuesday by di-
rect deposit. He says he is definite-
ly happy with that business model.

“It’s just some extra cash, and it’s 
fun to drive around,” Mike said. “It’s 
better than having a second job where 
you are stuck somewhere. Here, it’s 
kinda like I’m my own boss. You can 
work your own hours. You can turn 
it off and on whenever you want.”

We have all heard horror sto-
ries of riders throwing up in an 
Uber or being belligerent dur-
ing a ride, but Mike said that 
he hasn’t encountered that yet.

Some of his funniest memo-
ries include people falling asleep 
in the back of his car (“I got to 
the Whitman Hotel and I was 
like...‘Uh... we’re here now...do I 
push them out of the car?’”). Or 
squishing six Pendleton Whiskey 
reps in his car (two in the trunk).

“They said, ‘We’ll sit in your 
trunk’ and I was like ‘That’s kin-
da against the rules...but okay.’ 
So I put them in my trunk. They 
gave me a tip,” Mike said, smiling.

But having good rid-
ers does not mean that he 
hasn’t received weird requests.

“I did drive a woman through 
the Taco Bell drive thru...we were 
driving back to her hotel and she 
was like ‘Can we stop at Taco Bell 
for a minute?’ and I was like ‘I 
guess...’ so I pulled in there and 
she got her Taco Bell.” Mike said.

Mike does well in sales dur-
ing his day job, and those people 
skills are reflected in his ubering.

“Being an Uber driver is def-
initely not for someone who 
doesn’t like people,” Mike said.

For the most part, his rid-
ers are just as social as he is.

“I’ve only driven a few peo-

ple who wanted to drive in com-
plete silence,” Mike added.

Most of Mike’s customers are 
visitors from out of town and seek-
ing restaurant destinations. Accord-
ing to Mike, the most popular attrac-
tions are Whitehouse-Crawford, T 
Maccarone’s, Saffron and Brasse-
rie Four. Typically, the furthest he’ll 
get from downtown Walla Wal-
la is Basel Cellars and the airport.

“I do, later in the even-
ing, take a lot of people to Ming 
Court for karaoke,” Mike said.

Although most of his custom-
ers are from Seattle, Boise, Spokane 
and Portland, being an Uber driv-
er has given Mike the opportuni-
ty to meet some pretty neat visitors. 
According to Mike, a fun part about 
being an Uber driver in such a small 
town is that often he will drive visi-
tors several times over the course of 
their stay in Walla Walla, so he and 
his customers get to know each other.  

Since the majority of his cus-
tomers are from out of town, 
they are often used to the acces-
sibility of Ubers in larger cities.

Mike explained, “I’ve picked 
people up and they’ve been like 
‘Where were you earlier in the 
day?!’ And I’m like...‘I have a day 
job’ and they’re like, ‘Well I need-
ed a ride this morning!’ and I’m 
like ‘Sorry...do you want my per-
sonal number so that you can text 
me and I can leave work whenev-
er you need a ride somewhere?’”

Although Mike has plastic rub-
ber floor mats to protect his car from 
vomit or dirt or whatever may come 
his way, he has nothing to protect him 
from some of the rider’s attitudes.

“Some people are like ‘Just wait 
out here, we have to run into the ho-
tel and get something. And I’m like 

come on, I’m not your personal slave. 
The worst is when you get to a bar late 
at night and the person says ‘There 
are two more people on their way, 
give us a second!’ And you’re sitting 
there and sitting there...,” Mike said.

He remembered one night 
he showed up at a restaurant to 
pick someone up and after call-
ing and texting them multiple 
times they still didn’t come out.

“So I declined the ride and 
charged them like six bucks,” he said.

Although people can be an-
noying, Mike keeps a positive at-
titude, saying that he’s nev-
er given anyone a bad review.

For the most part, Mike just 
hopes he is making everyone’s 
lives a little easier. He remem-
bered one of his birthdays here a 
few years ago, when he tried to 
go bar hopping by calling cabs.

“It felt like we were wait-
ing 40 minutes for a cab that would 
drive us 10 feet,” Mike said. “Now, 
someone requests a ride from me 
and I’m there in under 15 minutes.”

“I hope that Uber gains more 
recognition in Walla Walla. I’m 
friends with the owner at the Public 
House so I tell him that when peo-
ple ask him to call a cab, to men-
tion the fact that there are Ubers in 
town as well,” Mike said. “I try to 
let people know and spread the word 
about Uber here whenever I can. Be-
cause it’s not really advertised.”

So whether you need a ride to 
Target because your mini-fridge 
broke and you can’t go without milk 
for your lucky charms, or you need a 
ride to the airport to visit your fam-
ily for Thanksgiving break, re-
member Mike is out there ready to 
meet your needs. You are bound to 
have a great conversation as well.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT GAYLE TOWNSEND AT TOWNSEGV@WHITMAN.EDU

attending students will be entered in a raffle

presented by the student engagement center

explore graduate study programs in
many fields from 4 - 7 PM each night

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10: Education
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11: Humanities & Arts
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13: Health Sciences
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17: Natural Sciences & Mathematics

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25: Social Sciences
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26: Business

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24: Law

Meet in-person representatives in Reid Ballroom and attend virtual sessions in Reid 207. 
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from UBER, page 1

Ride all 
Uber town

Siegenthaler (above) works as an Uber driver most Friday and Saturday nights.  Photo by Tywen Kelly.

“It’s better than having 
a second job where you 
are stuck somewhere. 
Here, it’s kinda like I’m 
my own boss.”
Mike Siegenthaler
Walla Walla Uber driver



OCT

13
2016

PAGE

7OPINION

Last week, The Wire did a 
top-of-the-fold, front page 
feature piece on ArtS-

quared, which no doubt provid-
ed a great snapshot of ArtWal-
la and the broader Walla Walla 
community’s commitment to art 
education. However, ArtWalla 
is not affiliated with a Whitman 
student organization, nor were 
any of the fundraising efforts of 
ArtSquared organized by Whit-
man students. The Wire missed 
a significant opportunity to con-
nect how Whitman’s own stu-
dents are making contributions 
within the Walla Walla commu-
nity, just like ArtSquared. 

For example, Kappa Kappa 
Gamma organized an art show 
outside of Reid at couple weeks 
ago (which wasn’t mentioned in 
The Wire), featuring the artwork 
of students from Lincoln Alter-
native High School. Students’ 
artwork was on display and 
available for purchase by way of 
a silent auction. This event not 
only showcased local art talent 
of high school students, but also 
served as a fundraising effort for 
Mr. Whitman.

In just a few hours, the wom-
en of Kappa Kappa Gamma 
raised $350 during the art show; 
the winning art piece was paint-
ed by J.D., a student at Lincoln 
High School, and sold for $40.

Given the recent criticisms 
of Greek Life on campus, chief-
ly that the Greek system is not 
the best place for leadership, ser-
vice, and networking, The Wire 

missed a significant opportuni-
ty to highlight the immense good 
our Greek chapters bring to cam-
pus. There was a direct connec-
tion between the art and fund-
raising of ArtSquared and the 
art show organized by Kappa. 
In fact, the money raised during 
this art show, in addition to fu-
ture fundraising efforts for Mr. 
Whitman, will be used to fund 
the annual salary of a profes-
sional mental health counselor 
specializing in supporting stu-
dent mothers and homeless stu-
dents at Lincoln–a perfect ex-
ample of leadership, service, and 
networking.  

On standing up and saying 
“I can’t take it any more”

Voices from the Community Does “online activism” work? Photos by Caroline Ashford Arya

JD 
Bon Appetit employee

“I would say no, online activism causes 
more problems than it does to help solve 
issues... I think a lot of people misinter-
pret or go a different direction than orig-
inally planned.”

ARI
KIM-LEAVITT
Son of professors

“Mm... It’s good, yeah.”

KATE
SWISHER
First-year

“Yes, I think online activism works 
in a lot of ways–a good example is 
Black Lives Matter with Twitter ... it 
lets them hear about protests going on, 
it lets them develop their own opin-
ions based off a lot of different peo-
ple’s ideas.”

OLIVIA
SASAKI
Senior

“Yes, I think that online activism works 
because it’s able to reach a much broad-
er audience than maybe some other 
forms of activism.”

Letter 
to the 
Editor

It is a strange contradiction of 
higher education that colleges 
serve as both nesting grounds 

for the capital R Radical Left—
Democracy Now-watching, Dis-
sent-reading, Marxist-Hege-
lian-Zizekian psycho-blather-
ers (that’s meant to be half self-
deprecatory)—and as micro-
cosms of massive social inequal-
ity. Take a look at any college 
campus and you’ll see it: Maca-
ron-nibbling intellectuals con-
versing with custodial staff try-
ing to balance three jobs. Every 
first year with open eyes has had 
that conversation with the jan-
itor or food server or grounds-
keeper—the one about the day 

in, day out struggle of their lives, 
about just barely making enough 
to put food on the table. But, of 
course, by the second year their 
plight becomes a dirty secret and 
by the third an accepted fact of 
life, no less avoidable than nat-
ural law.

The occasion for this article 
is the October fifth strike at Har-
vard, a strike in which 700 caf-
eteria workers united to demand 
increased wages. At $22 an hour, 
their average wage is signifi-
cantly higher than that of Bon 
Appetit workers, but they decid-
ed to rise up and strike anyway. 
Their demand? A living wage of 
$35,000 a year. To an employ-
ee of Bon App this might seem 
absurd, but this is because labor 
rights in Washington—and pret-
ty much everywhere except cer-
tain pockets in the Northeast—
are extremely fragmented, leav-
ing workers ripe for exploitation.

This isn’t to say that East-
ern Washington is without its la-
bor heritage—no doubt there are 
equivalents to the Lowell Facto-
ry Girls and the 1912 Lawrence 

strike—but it is to say that la-
bor rights is not really “in the 
air” here. We do, of course, have 
our local Teamsters, and it’s 
true that as recently as February 
six Goodwills in the area vot-
ed to unionize, but a search on 
the Walla Walla Union Bulletin 
website for “union” turns up few 
results. It is precisely this sort 
of vacuous environment, one in 
which labor rights are subsumed 
under the header of the prodi-
gious Teamsters and no one real-
ly writes articles about the top-
ic, that leads to exploitation. And 
we at Whitman see it right in 
front of us all the time.

Coming from North Caroli-
na, Washington’s reputation for 
progressivism led me to believe 
that labor rights would be a reg-
ular topic of discussion, but in-
stead what I found was a disap-
pointingly passive, atomized en-
vironment. During my first year 
I began having regular discus-
sions with a custodian about the 
difficulties of having to raise 
children while balancing three 
jobs. What I found through these 

talks was that he felt stifled and 
alone, like there was no collec-
tive voice for the workers of the 
college to gather under. Instead, 
each worker would have to make 
a plea to the higher ups on their 
own terms. And when it came to 
Bon App—the company that he 
worked for prior to becoming a 
custodian—things were even 
more fragmented.

As a community so deeply 
entrenched in the ideals of fig-
ures like Du Bois and Marx, this 
shouldn’t be an issue. We should 
be discussing the possibility of a 
worker collective to provide ca-
tering or the possibility of a liv-
ing wage for every        employee, 
not ways to give the workers a 
voice. But, if we insist on contin-
uing along as we have, we might 
have to take the following Zize-
kian pronouncement as a warn-
ing: “Populism is ultimately sus-
tained by the frustrated exasper-
ation of ordinary people, by the 
cry ‘I don’t know what’s going 
on, but I’ve just had enough of 
it! It cannot go on! It must stop!’” 
There, I made amends. 

REBECCA FROST
Dear Mom, 

My Anderson roommate 

threw up a Taq burrito on my 

desk and rock collection. They 

haven’t cleaned it up. Do I need 

to clean it up or should they do it 

since they were the one that threw 

up on it? Help!

—Between a Rock and a 

Hard Place

Dear Between a Rock and a 
Hard Place,

Sounds like your roommate 
is taking you for granite. Ha.

But really, it’s quite trou-
bling that you are waiting to ei-
ther clean up or confront your 
roommate until our next column 
comes out. Vomit really smells, 
and Taq sells a large burrito. I 
suggest you bring it up casual-
ly or put up passive-aggressive 
Post-It notes around your room 
directing them to the scene of the 
incident. If your roommate con-
tinues to ignore it, you will need 
to have a more serious conversa-
tion. Maybe approach your RA 
for advice on this. It could also 
be that your roommate is em-
barrassed to bring it up, or for-
got that they threw up in the first 
place. I suggest a baking soda 
based solvent in order to clean 
your rocks but please also con-
sult a Geo professor. Overall, I 
always keep in mind that these 
things happen and not to let this 
be a big fault in your relationship 
with your roommate. Good luck 
and keep collecting rocks.

—Mom

Dear Mom,

I bought some alligator 

skin shoes this summer, but I am 

afraid of being criticized if I wear 

them on campus. I normally go 

barefoot because I’m nervous 

about it, and then people tend to 

think I’m a hipster. Should I give 

in and not wear them or just not 

care what they say?

—Caught in Crocs

Dear Caught in Crocs,
Avant-garde can be difficult! 

I say wear them. All new fashion 
is out-of-style at first. Just ask 
Larry King and his suspenders. 
But if they make you feel good, 
go for it. Whitman students will 
appreciate your courage and will 
love to see something that’s not 
Birkenstocks. However if you 
like the way Ankeny feels be-
tween your toes that’s okay too. I 
have never personally owned ani-
mal product because meat is mur-
der, but I always endorse taking 
a risk with your aesthetic. I think 
one thing to keep in mind is what 
you wear them with. New York’s 
fashion scene reporter, John 
Boehner, recommends checking 
PETA’s fashion tumblr to make 
sure you really are in style. Or-
ange is in, baby!

—Mom

Dear 
Mom: 

An advice 
column

NIKOLAUS 
KENNELLY
Columnist

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist

One of the things that has 
surprised me the most about 
college life in the US is the 

way many college students don’t 
know how to deal with alcohol. 
There is this particular attitude to-
wards alcohol that I haven’t seen 
anywhere else. When I first went 
to parties here, I noticed how peo-
ple drink until the point they get 
drunk, because that’s how ‘it’s 
supposed to be;’ because that is 
the fun and adventurous part of 
alcohol. This behaviour is fueled 
by the idea that alcohol is ‘the 
evil,’ the prohibited drink, the one 
thing you should avoid if you are 
under twenty-one. If you get to 
drink it and get drunk, then it is 
‘cool’ and you are officially part of 
‘the cool kids’ club.’  

In other parts of the world 
and specifically in Europe where 
I have lived for nineteen years, 
the attitude of young people to-
wards alcohol is totally different. 
Sure, they do get drunk as well, 
because as a teenagers things of-
ten get out of control, but it doesn’t 
happen for the same reasons. 
Drinking is not considered a ‘cool 
thing’ to do. It is considered a lei-
sure, a way of social interaction 
and enjoying your time with your 
friends. Getting drunk is not idol-
ized or looked upon as the main 
goal to fulfill when you are going 
to a party. Instead, the main rea-
son why young people go to par-
ties is to dance and genuinely have 
a good time with one another. 

Perhaps this could be due to 
the fact that there is a liberal atti-
tude towards alcohol in Europe; is 
not portrayed as ‘evil’ or the one 
thing you should avoid but rath-
er as something that can be con-
sumed and enjoyed in moderation. 
Perhaps it could be due to the fact 
that the legal age of drinking is 
sixteen in most countries and kids 
have had their first couple of wine 
glasses under their parents’ super-
vision and therefore have gradual-

ly learned how to control the quan-
tity they drink. While in US, when 
most students first go to college, 
they have never consumed alcohol 
or have done so very little. When 
they start their lives away from 
home, there is no one to control 
what they drink and how they con-
sume it, therefore it can be hard for 
them to set boundaries for them-
selves and to know when to stop. 

The US is where I heard about 
‘pre-gaming’ for the first time. It 
seems like people are not quite con-
fident about handling alcohol when 
they go to parties, so they’d rather 
get it over with before even getting 
there. Those that are under twen-
ty-one often pregame excessively, 
since they can’t buy alcohol them-
selves. Unfortunately, when they ar-
rive at parties, they end up drink-
ing even more and end up heavi-
ly drunk and unconscious. I thought 
at first, I may have been exagger-
ating in my impressions of the way 
American college kids drink, but in 
fact I did some research and I found 
out more than I was prepared to. 

According to statistics, the rate 
of binge drinking in US is the high-
est in the world and 90 percent of all 
the alcohol consumed by young peo-

ple is done in a binge drinking ses-
sion. Europeans do consume the big-
gest amount of alcohol because they 
consume it every day with main 
meals, however they don’t have high 
rates of binge drinking. In countries 
such as France and Italy the concept 
of ‘binge drinking’ doesn’t really ex-
ist and the English phrase for it has 
emerged only lately. Getting heav-
ily drunk is actually looked down 
upon by these societies. Certainly, 
I don’t want to say that the way al-
cohol is conceived in Europe is the 
right way, but it is for sure better than 
the concept of alcohol here in US. 

The hype about alcohol really 
surprises me because I never thought 
about it that way. I was never con-
scious about ‘drinking culture’ be-
fore I came here, because back at 
home it is such a normal thing that 
you start doing when you get into 
your teenage years. When peo-
ple drink here in their dorms, they 
seem so excited as if they are do-
ing something of extreme impor-
tance. Maybe if they didn’t idol-
ize and glorify it that much, they 
would enjoy themselves more at par-
ties, which usually last only one 
hour, since most people’s bod-
ies aren’t used to the alcohol.

Illustration by Claire Revere

America can’t 
handle its drinks 

Illustration by Meg Cuca
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In recent years, the Interest 
House Community has felt an 
absence in their ranks. “Some 

students simply do not care about 
anything,” said IHC Resident Di-
rector Jean Nye. “In a way, isn’t a 
complete lack of interest its own 
kind of passion?” This emptiness 
will be filled by the new Disinter-
est House, but nothing can fill the 
emptiness within the students that 
will live there. The new house will 
create a safe space for students who 
give zero fucks about anything 
and feel persecuted by Whitties 
who are way too enthusiastic about 
IM sports and world problems.

In the spring of 2017, con-
struction will begin on the new 
house, which will open up across 
from the current IHC. When asked 
to produce a drawing of the new 
building, architect Dan Murkle 
put out a statement saying, “Eh, 
whatever.” Needless to say, he is 
more than qualified for the job.

The Disinterest House will 
accommodate all the students that 
completely lack enthusiasm, but 
would still somewhat prefer to live 
in a house their sophomore year. 
“I dunno, could be cool. I might 
check it out,” muttered student 
Mary McLend halfheartedly, “I 
might not.” House activities will 
include sitting around, checking 
phones and feeling hollow inside.

The Disinterest House also 
already has an all-campus event 

planned out, designed to curb 
the faltering attendance at IHC 
events. According to a recent 
poll, more and more students lack 
the desire to hang out with peo-
ple that they do not know and get 
more cultured than a yogurt. For 
the new Disinterest House event, 
people will sit on their own bed 
in their own rooms and watch 
YouTube videos instead of do-
ing homework. “We expect it 
will be the highest attended IHC 
event of the year,” Jean Nye said.

After judging the level of 
disinterest, more specific apathy 
houses could open up in future 
years, blossoming into a whole 
Disinterest Community separate 
from the IHC. “I especially don’t 
care about the environment,” said 
student Beaustice Soleil. “It’s hard 
to find other people here at Whit-
man to connect with about that. 
Sometimes I feel attacked here at 
Whitman, but whatever, you know, 
that’s just who I am.” Possible new 
Disinterest Houses include a Po-
litical Disinterest House, for those 
who are trying to remain detached 
from the election, a World Events 
Disinterest House, for those who 
think the problems of the Middle 
East are too stressful for everyday 
life and a special one for students 
who are uninterested in social jus-
tice, the White Privilege House.

It remains to be seen if any 
students will rouse themselves 
from the couches of apathy long 
enough to complete the applica-
tion to the new Disinterest House.

by CLARA WHEELER
Pigeon Keeper

At the most recent faculty 
meeting, it was decided that 
the office of Student Engage-

ment will no longer report directly to 
the Dean of Student Affairs, but rath-
er the Dean of Faculty. The Dean of  
Faculty is also known as the Provost 
or the Chief Academic Officer, and 
he is responsible for the direction, 
content and budgeting of Whitman 
academics as well as the production 
of superfluous position titles to pad 
the egos of our revered bureaucrats. 
Having the SEC report to the Dean 
of Faculty is expected to usher in a 
new era of growth and collaboration 
between the professors who allow us 
to mature as academics and accrue 
knowledge on subjects about which 
we are passionate and the staff in 
Reid who tell us how that knowledge 
can be best applied to an unpaid in-
ternship in a distantly related field.

New course offerings that re-
flect this new merger of the peo-
ple you generally know as Adults 
That Are Sort of In Charge of Me 
But Not Really are already in the 
works. The SEC hopes to bring 
in more courses that focus on the 
post-Whitman experience, includ-
ing ARTH 509 What Are You Go-
ing to do With That Art History De-
gree?, ECON 307 Commodify Your-
self, POL 402 Have You Thought 
About Law School?, MATH 454 
But What if I Want More Debt? and 
ENGL 277 You Should Probably 
Have Some App Ideas as a Backup.

In addition to new courses, the 
SEC will be assigning students ca-
reer advisors along with their aca-
demic advisors to ensure that stu-

dents are aware of the multiplicity 
of vague position titles that employ-
ers use when searching for financial-
ly and existentially desperate youth 
to work for free like Intern, Fellow, 
Mentee, Shadow Program Partici-
pant, Keurig Engineer, Copy Ma-
chine Czar, etc. The collaborative 
advising program is intended to al-
low students to mature academical-
ly through the exploration of vari-
ous fields of study while also provid-
ing estimates for the returns on in-
vestment for each major, an integral 
part of the major-decision process.

Ultimately the change will 
lead to an increased presence of the 
SEC in student life, which is excel-
lent news for those of us who were 
feeling a little distant from their 
staff after ignoring every email and 
watching the Grad School Bonan-
za poster fall off the tennis courts. 
The partnership signals to us as stu-
dents that what we learn here is in-
creasingly valued in terms of its 
compressibility as a LinkedIn bul-
let point, and it provides hope that 
the future of Whitman academ-
ics is as bright as the flash on 
our SEC-sponsored head shots.

by MEGUMI RIERSON
Chief Ivory Tower Correspondent

As an audio tape record-
ing of Donald Trump mak-
ing lewd remarks threat-

ens to throw the Republican cam-
paign into chaos, Jeb Bush was 
seen smiling contentedly from 
his gilded dog kennel inside the 
Koch Brothers’ family compound.

“He’s really doing a lot bet-
ter these days.  We’ve been feed-
ing him wet food from a can; 
hell, I’m even thinking of tak-

ing him for a walk on Saturday. 
Yep...I think we’ll get a few more 
good years out of little Jebby yet,” 
Charles Koch chided while in-
structing a tuxedoed Reince Prie-
bus to refill Jeb’s water bowl.

“Sometimes we make him 
eat a page of the Wolfowitz Doc-
trine. He’s a purebred you know. It’s 
good for his joints,” David added.

“My name’s Jeb Bush! I’m a 
good little boy who likes to pro-
tect this country! The bad orange 
man hurt my feelings but now he’s 
in biiiiiiig trouble! I cut taxes three 

times in Florida! That mean man 
with tiny hands makes all the most 
repugnant noises with his mouth 
hole! Now he’ll never take the big 
desk my daddy promised me! My 
name is Jeb Bush,” Jeb exclaimed, 
breaking almost six months of in-
coherent mumbling since los-
ing the New Hampshire primary 
to a reality television personality.

Paul Ryan could not be reached 
for comment but instead quivered 
silently in the fetal position, his pale, 
sickly flesh gyrating on the cold 
mahogany of Charles’ cigar lounge.
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“New course offerings 
that reflect this new 
merger of the people 
you generally know as 
Adults That Are Sort of 
In Charge of Me But Not 
Really are already in 
the works”


