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Inside News
Make A Difference Day brings stu-
dents out to volunteer for over thir-
teen different community service 
projects. 
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A&E
A new Harper Joy Theatre produc-
tion, “This From Cloudland,” pre-
miered on Wednesday and continues 
to run through the weekend. 
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Sports
The effects of sports concussions and 
how research is changing the conver-
sation surrounding head injuries are 
discussed. 
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Columnist Alya Bohr explores the 
necessary and important need for 
friendship. 
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Which will you choose?

see CHESS, page 6

by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

The Whitman Chess Club 
is checkmating the col-
lege’s activities scene.

After finessing through a 
checkerboard of ASWC propos-
als and speeches, seniors Gar-
rett Atkinson and Matthew Coop-
ersmith’s idea to revive the 
club, which was inadvertent-
ly absorbed into the Walla Wal-
la Chess Club years before, be-
came a reality just last year. Com-
plete with tournaments and com-
puters to analyze matches, the 
chess club has been revamped 
into a new and improved, inde-
pendent Whitman Chess Club.

The club gained official rec-
ognition by ASWC the second 
semester of 2014. Since then, 
the club has gained ground at 
Ankeny field for the past year 
and started up again for its sec-
ond full academic year this fall.

“When I was thinking about 
starting a chess club, especially at 
Whitman,” Atkinson remarked, “I 
realized that there were so many 
people interested in it and it just 

seemed like a really fitting thing to 
have at a school that’s curious and 
into fun games like Whitman is.”

In order to become an offi-
cial club, Atkinson had to garner 
support. He asked twenty Whit-
ties if they would participate in 
the club so that he could convey 
this information during his pres-
entation to the ASWC Senate.

“Either nineteen or all twen-
ty said yes,” Atkinson remarked.

Their first meeting reflect-
ed this initial popularity, as they 
had fifteen members show up.

Since the initial meeting, 
practices have been held on Ank-
eny field when weather permits. 
The club migrates to the Reid base-
ment when the weather isn’t so co-
operative. No matter what, prac-
tice is held on Saturdays at 2 p.m. 

Although chess proves to be 
popular within the Whitman com-
munity, so is everything else. 
Whitties are notoriously busy with 
a plethora of activities as well as 
academic obligations Atkinson 
states that because people are so 
busy it is sometimes hard for peo-
ple to fully commit to the club.

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

The Whitman Blue Ravens? 
The Whitman Appaloosas? 
The Whitman Blues? The 

Whitman Sockeyes? It’s up to you  
to choose. The college community 
has the chance to vote on the new 
college mascot now that the Mas-
cot Working Group has released 
the four final mascot options. 
However, many students feel 
that the options are lackluster.

In early September, the Mas-
cot Working Group started solic-
iting ideas for a mascot after de-
ciding to abandon the Mission-
ary this past April. According to 
an email sent to the community 
this past Monday, Oct. 17, they re-
ceived over 1,500 different mas-
cot suggestions. In the email, the 

Mascot Working Group released 
the final four options for the col-
lege’s new mascot: Appaloosas, 
Blue Ravens, Blues or Sockeyes. 
The community has the oppor-
tunity to vote on these four mas-
cots through a ranking survey.

Junior Tim Howell was 
the only student representative 
in the Mascot Working Group, 
and according to him, the pro-
cess for choosing the four op-
tions was extensive. The work-
ing group discussed many of the 
values that the Whitman com-
munity holds, and then analyzed 
mascot suggestions accordingly.

“What we tried to figure 
out in the beginning stages was 
what represented the college...
later on in the process we start-
ed going through names that we 
thought would fit,” Howell said.

The email from the Mascot 
Working Group emphasized the 
goal that the four final options will 
demonstrate Whitman’s values. 
It read, “We believe any of these 
mascots would achieve our goals 
of bringing together the Whit-
man community, instilling pride 
in Whitman and reflecting the 
shared values of our community.”

Despite this positive perspec-
tive, many students have mixed re-
sponses to the mascot options. The 
Wire turned to students and staff 
for their thoughts on the options.

Senior Eva Geisse questioned 
whether or not the final four mas-
cot options properly fit the campus.

“I’m not over the moon 
about any of them,” Geisse said. 
“When I think of three out of the 
four of them, I don’t think Whit-
man. The Blues was the only 

one that when I thought of it I 
thought of Whitman and driv-
ing into Walla Walla. But, outside 
of Walla Walla not many people 
will know what the Blues are.”

Staff member and alumni 
Brian Acosta (‘16) also had issues 
with The Blues option. “The big-
gest concern that I have is that the 
Missionary mascot kept remind-
ing us of where we came from. If 
we change it to the Blue Moun-
tains then we only get a geograph-
ical sense, not a historical sense.”

The Indigenous Peoples Edu-
cation and Culture Club (IPECC) 
played a significant role in mo-
bilizing students last year to re-
move the Missionary mascot. IP-
ECC member senior Zoey Ka-
pusinski is worried that the Ap-
paloosas could create some cul-
tural insensitivity because appa-

loosa horses have a strong his-
torical significance with the 
Nez Perce people. The Ameri-
can breed of appaloosas was de-
veloped by the Nez Perce tribe, 
but the breed was stolen by the 
U.S. Cavalry following the Nez 
Perce War of 1877. Since then, 
the breed has become popular-
ized in American horse breeding.

“I love that Appaloosa was 
inspired by Styx,” Kapusins-
ki wrote in an email to The Whit-
man Wire. “[But] I’m wonder-
ing if there’s still some extrac-
tive/culturally insensitive ele-
ment with Appaloosa.” Howev-
er, Kapusinski emphasized that 
any new mascot is a step forward.

Illustrations by Claire Revere

see BUDGET , page 2

Departments at Whitman will 
have to fight for addition-
al funds this coming year due 

to a shortfall in the college’s 2016-
2017 budget. President Kathy Mur-
ray sent an email to all staff and fac-
ulty on Oct. 3 alerting them that the 
normal budgeting process, where de-
partments submit budget propos-

als for additional funds, will not take 
place this budget cycle and addition-
al funds will be reviewed on a “case-
by-case basis.” The email also not-
ed that school employees can ex-
pect an increase of close to 28 per-
cent in health insurance premiums 
starting this January because of an in-
crease in health care claims in 2016.

The decision comes on the heels 
of a second straight year of lower-
than-expected enrollment. The school 

originally budgeted for an enrollment 
of 1540 students for the 2016-2017 
school year. Due to fewer returning 
students and a class of first years that 
just missed the budgeted targets, en-
rollment is expected to average 1485 
students. According to Whitman 
Treasurer and Chief Financial Offic-
er (CFO) Peter Harvey, extra funds 
that are built into the budget will cov-
er the deficit of nearly $850,000.

Whitman Chess 
Club advances on 
activities scene

APPALOOSAS BLUES BLUE RAVENS SOCKEYES
Tough. Adaptable. 

Hard-working.
Expansive. Bold. 

Multi-layered.
Curious. Smart. 
Quick-witted.

Driven. Determined. 
Somewhat quirky.

Infographic by Peter Eberle

by MITCHELL SMITH
Editor-in-Chief

Club member Garrett Atkinson [center] observes a match between member Daniel 
Bassler [left] and president Matthew Coopersmith [right].  Photo by Tywen Kelly

see MASCOT, page 3

Whitman adapts to smaller budget
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On October 14, Venezuelan 
president, Nicolás Maduro, passed 
the country’s budget without show-
ing it to lawmakers. This happened 
after the Supreme Court took away 
the Congress’s budget oversight 
powers. The budget designated mon-
ey for social programs and money for 
local governments to improve their 
policing and repair their infrastruc-
ture. Critics are starting to claim that 
this is another example of how Ma-
duro is consolidating power and dis-
empowering lawmakers. Maduro’s 
political opponents claim that a pres-
ident has not tried to get around the 
legislature in a manner like this since 
the 19th century. Many lawmak-
ers in the legislature are also frus-
trated because Venezuelan courts 
have overturned a variety of laws 
pertaining to freeing political pris-
oners and stabilizing the economy. 

HINDSIGHT by GEORGIA LYON & MICKEY SHIN
News Editor and Production Manager

Source: The New York TimesSource:  The Guardian Source: The New York Times

North Dakota authorities 
have arrested film documentari-
ans Shailene Woodley and Deia 
Schlosberg for covering the Sioux 
tribe’s protest of the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. North Dakota authori-
ties also nearly arrested Democ-
racy Now! journalist Amy Good-
man for covering the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline protests as well. The 
prosecutor for Goodman’s case, 
Ladd Erickson, said that Good-
man had been trespassing as a pro-
tester. Goodman responded that 
she thought that the charges were 
unfounded and that North Da-
kota authorities were simply try-
ing to keep journalists from cov-
ering the issue. As of now, Wood-
ley and Schlosberg have been ar-
rested for doing their job as jour-
nalists, and currently, Schlosberg 
may face up to 45 years in prison. 

Source: The Nation

170 countries agree on 
climate change action 

Source: The New York Times

US enters unofficial war 
with Yemen

Journalist arrested for 
covering issue

France examines its attitudes 
towards Chinese immigrants

Venezuelan lawmakers have no 
opportunity to approve budget

The U.S. is now heading in 
the direction of an unofficial war 
with Yemen. On October 13, a U.S. 
navy destroyer launched missiles at 
three radar sites controlled by Yem-
en’s Houthi rebel movement. This is 
the first time that the United States 
has decided to openly fight the re-
bels in Yemen’s civil war. The Pen-
tagon claimed that this attack was 
a retaliation against two missiles 
that were fired at a navy destroy-
er off of Yemen’s coast. Both of 
these missiles fell harmlessly into 
the water, but it made the navy feel 
justified in responding. The Unit-
ed States also dropped a bomb on 
a funeral procession, which killed 
more than 140 of Yemen’s citi-
zens and injured more than 525 
people. In response, The Human 
Rights Watch has accused the Unit-
ed States of a first degree war crime.

On October 15 in Kigali, 
Rwanda, 120 countries agreed to 
cut the use of chemical hydrofluor-
ocarbons, or HFCs, which are used 
in air-conditioners and refrigera-
tors. HFCs only comprise a small 
percentage of all greenhouse gas 
emissions, but they are significant-
ly more powerful than carbon di-
oxide. The agreement has a specif-
ic schedule for when nations will re-
duce their usage of HFCs and what 
alternatives they will use in place of 
HFCs. The deal is an agreement that 
entails that wealthier nations will 
subsidize poorer nation’s transitions 
to the use of more expensive alter-
natives to HFCs. Wealthier nations 
will reduce their usage of HFCs 
faster, but many poorer nations have 
also chosen to phase out their us-
age faster than required because 
of the threat climate change poses. 

Whitties at work   

This week Whitman students 
volunteered during Make A 
Difference Day, an annual 

event that Whitman has participat-
ed in for over fifteen years. Make 
A Difference Day is a national or-
ganization that holds an annual day 
of service. The organization’s mis-
sion statement is to “inspire the na-
tion to make a difference.” On the 
morning of Saturday, Oct. 15, 95 
students volunteered on over thir-
teen different community ser-
vice projects around Walla Walla.

The morning began with a kick-
off event where Wade Smith, the su-
perintendent of Walla Walla Public 
Schools, spoke to millennial’s hard-
working dedication to serving. Stu-
dents then went to their project sites, 
and after returned to Reid Cam-
pus Center for a reflection program.

Community partners de-
signed projects and proposed them 
to the Make A Difference Day staff. 
This year there was a wide vari-
ety of projects. Students volun-
teered across town, doing every-
thing from designing posters for 
the Health Center at Lincoln High 
School to community gardening at 
Walla Walla elementary schools.

Sophomore Liza Briody-
Pavlik is the Student Engage-
ment Center’s Events and Reflec-
tions Intern, and she helped or-
ganize Make A Difference Day. 
For her, Make A Difference Day 
is a great opportunity for students 
who are not already involved in 
community service to try it out.

“My hope is that more peo-
ple who aren’t involved in individ-
ual [volunteer] programs will get in-
volved in big events like this,” Bri-
ody-Pavlik said. “It’s a great way to 

bring in people who aren’t already in-
volved and get them excited about it.”

One of the largest projects was 
at the Blue Mountain Humane So-
ciety (BMHS), where around twen-
ty students volunteered. Sopho-
mores Ella Patch and Rachel Price 
both spent their Make A Difference 
Days volunteering at the Humane 
Society. Both were very excited to 
spend their day working for BMHS.

“The Humane Society does so 
many amazing things for the com-
munity, for the animals that peo-
ple love and maybe can’t take care 
of...so I want to make sure that 
they can continue,” Patch said.

Price has volunteered multi-
ple times while at Whitman, and 
she was looking forward to us-
ing Make A Difference Day to con-
nect with the community again.

“What I always aim for when-
ever I am doing service work is just 
to see that you are making some sort 
of impact,” Price said. “I am sure 
that having 20-30 college students 
all dedicating some effort to clean-
ing up the Humane Society is go-
ing to make an impact in some way.”

Students at the Humane So-
ciety washed windows, scrubbed 
floors, folded newspaper, decorated 
cones for post-surgery animals and 
played with adoptable cats and dogs. 

For non-profits like the Blue Moun-
tain Humane Society, having the 
extra help makes a big difference.

“It’s very helpful [to have stu-
dents volunteer]. We are a non-prof-
it, so volunteers make who we are. 
We count on volunteers to come and 
help us...when these huge groups 
come in it is very helpful,” Zhanna 
Stone, AmeriCorps volunteer and 
adoption specialist at BMHS, said.

Melanie Medina, the Stu-
dent Engagement Center’s inter-
im Community Service Coordi-
nator, also hopes that Make A Dif-
ference Day will give students the 
opportunity to form connections 
with the Walla Walla community.

“Having Whitman student get 
exposure to an organization and 
then getting to actually talk to some-
one who works there about their or-
ganization–that’s what we hope for 
all of the projects,” Medina said.

Briody-Pavlik agrees that 
Make A Difference Day is a great 
chance for students to get in-
volved in service and maybe try 
out working for an organization.

“Our hope is that there will be 
more of a connection between com-
munity service at Whitman as a 
whole with those partners and also 
individual volunteers. Maybe some 
of them will make a really good con-
nection with their partner and con-
tinue on that,” Broidy-Pavlik said.

The Community Service 
staff hopes to see Make A Differ-
ence Day become an event where 
younger Whitman students can see 
the opportunities that are avail-
able to them in the community. 

“There is so much out there 
in Walla Walla that can be su-
per great for people to grow and 
learn as students during their 
college experience outside of 
the classroom,” Medina said.

A student volunteers at the Blue Mountain Humane Society as a part of Make A Difference Day, at which students volunteered 
for community service projects. Projects included everything from creating posters to community gardening. Photo by Marra 
Clay

“We’re in good shape this 
year, we have adequate contin-
gencies to fund [the budget], but 
it means that in the future we’ll 
have less resources available for 
other initiatives,” Harvey said.

Budget deficits tend to reveal a 
school’s top priorities by forcing the 
institution to make difficult resource-
allocation decisions. Whitman’s 
budget allocations seems to show 
an emphasis on student accessibility 
and scheduled faculty pay-raises. Ac-
cording to President Murray’s email, 
“All funds that would typically be 
allocated during the annual budg-
eting process will go toward health 
care costs for employees and finan-
cial aid for students so that Whit-
man can be accessible to as many 
students as possible and can con-
tinue to provide the highest quality 
health insurance to our employees.”

One of the most significant as-
pects of the email was the 28 per-
cent raise in premiums, the amount 
of money that the insured pays for 
coverage. The school currently cov-
ers 95 percent of employee indi-
vidual health care costs, with the 
premium contribution employees 
make determined by each employ-
ee’s income. The school also cov-
ers 50 percent of dependent costs, 
so starting January 2017, employ-
ees with dependents that utilize 
the school’s health insurance plan 
will have significantly more to pay.

While a premium increase 
this high has not happened in Har-
vey’s tenure as Whitman’s treasur-
er and CFO, he emphasized that the 
increase was not unprecedented.

“This is kind of a cycle that hap-
pens with healthcare for large em-
ployer plans,” Harvey said. “It’s 
nothing terribly surprising, eve-
ry once and awhile you have 
heavy utilization all in one year.”

The 28 percent premium in-
crease is large, but does not seem as 
significant when placed in a histori-
cal context. The school has not raised 
premiums the last few years and 
made slight adjustments to its insur-
ance policy to lower the expected rise 
in premiums. Still, President Mur-
ray emphasized the difficulty many 
will have with the premium increase.

“The reality is that people 
are going to take home less mon-
ey,” she said. “For many years, we 
haven’t had an increase at all, and 
one year we actually lowered the 
premium. That doesn’t’ matter if 
you’re sitting here right now and 

looking at a 28 percent increase.”
The administration is current-

ly exploring ways to adjust the pay-
ment model to lessen the burden on 
staff members with dependents.

Besides an increase in health 
insurance claims and a slightly off-
target first year class, one of the 
main culprits is the school’s predic-
tive model of enrolled students. Eve-
ry year, a model assists the admin-
istration in determining the budg-
et by estimating the school’s enroll-
ment based on the number of prereg-
istered students and, among a num-
ber of other factors, the targets for 
transfer and incoming first year stu-
dents. The model has missed in its 
predictions by a higher rate recent-
ly than in years past. This year, Di-
rector of Institutional Research Neal 
Christopherson helped to create a 
slightly different model with better 
predictive capabilities. Christopher-
son’s model appeared more accu-
rate after testing it using past years.

“[The previous] model wasn’t 
working as well as it needed to in the 
last couple of years,” Christopher-
son said. “So we’ve developed some-
thing that we hope will work a lit-
tle better, we’ll find out next year.”

The model is only as accu-
rate as its inputs. Although the cre-
ation of a better predictive formu-
la will certainly help create a more 
accurate budget in the future, so 
will meeting the targets for incom-
ing first years and transfer students. 
For the admissions office, headed by 
Dean of Admission and Financial 
Aid Tony Cabasco, the line between 
success and budget difficulties is ra-
zor thin. Last year’s incoming first 
year class totaled 381 students, well 
under the target of 415. This year’s 
first year class of 425 was much clos-
er to the target of 435, but that is still 
a significant amount of lost revenue. 

“In most things if you’re with-
in 2-3 percent, you’re close, but 
that’s a lot of money the budg-
et misses out on,” Cabasco said.

Despite the slight target miss, 
President Murray still emphasized 
how important it was to have such a 
large class of incoming first years.

“We were very successful with 
this incoming class of first years,” 
President Murray said. “If we’re 
within 10 students of our goal, 
that’s exactly where we want to be.”

The budget tightening will 
have no impact on the school’s “Liv-
ing in Whitman” initiative, which 
would build a new residence hall 
for sophomores and a new dining 
hall. The sense around the admin-
istration is that despite the budg-
et difficulties, the community will 
be able to handle the shortfall.

“My sense is that the Whit-
man community is pretty good 
about when they see a chal-
lenge, all working together to ad-
dress that challenge so my hope is 
that will be the case,” Harvey said. 

from BUDGET, page 1

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

“My hope is that more 
people who aren’t 
involved in individual 
[volunteer] programs 
will get involved in big 
events like this.”
Liza Briody-Pavlik ‘19
Student Engagement Center Events and  
Reflections Intern

On October 15, Chinese im-
migrants to France protested the 
death of Zhang Chaolin, 49, in 
Aubervilliers, France. Zhang 
died in August after two young 
men yelled racial slurs at and as-
saulted him when he was he was 
walking home with two child-
hood friends. To these Chinese 
immigrant protesters, Zhang’s 
death embodies the racial ten-
sions that they encounter in their 
daily lives. In September, 60,000 
Chinese and Asian protesters 
marched outside the capital in 
Paris to demand that the govern-
ment do more to keep people of 
all races safe. So far, the govern-
ment has not taken action, and 
some Chinese immigrants have 
taken to having their own per-
sonal security accompany them 
when they leave their homes.

Under enrollment 
tightens budget 

“The reality is that 
people are going to take 
home less money.”
Kathy Murray
Whitman College President

Make A Difference Day introduces students to community   
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Forum on College Governance

ASWC hosted its first-
ever College Govern-
ance Forum last Thurs-

day, where President Kathy Mur-
ray, Chair of the Board of Trus-
tees Brad McMurchie and Facul-
ty Chair Melissa Clearfield took 
student questions in a town-hall 
format in the Reid Coffeehouse.  

Clearfield, Murray and Mc-
Murchie took questions about 
Whitman College’s discount rate, 
divestment, food service, ten-
ure and other topics from stu-
dents. They also spent time de-
tailing the college’s struc-
tures of governance, especial-
ly the separation of powers cre-
ated by the college’s constitution.

“What we’re really talk-
ing about here is the concept 
of shared governance,” Mur-
ray said at the meeting. “And 
that’s distinct to higher educa-
tion, in that...on a college cam-
pus, different parts of the gov-
ernance structure have respon-
sibility for different decisions.”

The forum was proposed by 
ASWC president Arthur Shemitz, 
who included open forums with 
administrators and trustees as part 
of his platform for the presiden-
cy last spring. Shemitz contacted 
McMurchie, Clearfield and Mur-

ray over the summer to propose 
the forum, and was granted per-
mission to use the town hall meet-
ing as a platform for it by ASWC 
club director Grace Little and 
vice president Dana Casterella.

The forum lasted from 6 to 
6:55 p.m. in an effort to avoid 
conflicting with a lecture by 
Black Lives Matter activist Shaun 
King at 7 p.m. Shemitz said that 
while the short time frame con-
stricted questions, this didn’t stop 
some students from asking them.

“Because of the limited 
amount of time, we ended with a 
lot of questions that people still 
wanted to ask, but didn’t have 
time for,” Shemitz said. “And I 
was glad to see that a lot of peo-
ple went up to the administra-
tors afterward and asked them 
those questions, and I hope that 
they’ll feel empowered to ask 
them over email, or when they 
run [into] to them on campus.”

McMurchie and Murray will 

also be holding open office hours 
together in the near future to al-
low students to voice their con-
cerns, in addition to the of-
fice hours Murray holds weekly.

In McMurchie’s view, the fo-
rum and transparency efforts like 
it, including his planned office 
hours, are good for the Board’s 
relationship with students.

“In my time on the Board, 
which has been almost 10 years, 
I’ve seen an increased effort to 
find opportunities for engage-
ment like this,” McMurchie said. 
“I think there’s a fair amount 
of mystery about who the board 
members are and what they do, 
and any way we can eliminate 
that mystery and put a face to the 
policies, I think, would be good.”

Murray adds that events 
like this help her shape 
her vision for the college.

“Everything I hear [from 
students] helps me sort of ad-
just my priorities, or may-
be pushes one closer to the top 
in a given moment,” she said.

As of yet, there are no plans to 
make the forum a recurring event. 
Such a decision would rest on next 
year’s ASWC leadership. Shemitz 
is hopeful that those future lead-
ers would make such an effort.

“I think that it was a re-
ally great success,” he said. 
“I’d love to see it continue.”

Lincoln High School stu-
dents came to the Whit-
man campus as part of 

a community outreach ef-
fort during Mr. Whitman host-
ed by Kappa Kappa Gamma.

This event took place on Mon-
day, Oct. 17 as part of the Mr. 
Whitman service project organ-
ized by Kappa. The proceeds this 
year are going to The Health Cent-
er associated with Lincoln High 
School in Walla Walla. The mon-
ey will be going to support a new 
counseling position at Lincoln 
High School. The Health Center is 
a nonprofit center dedicated to pro-
viding primary and mental health 
care for the students at Lincoln 
High School, as well as provid-
ing substance abuse counseling.

In previous years, Mr. Whit-
man fundraisers relied heavily on 
Whitman students and didn’t in-
volve community activities. This 
event hosted by Kappa marks a 
change in the usual proceedings of 
the Mr. Whitman fundraising sea-
son. Instead of just raising money, 
Kappas want to know who they are 
serving and want the high school-
ers and Health Center to know who 
they are. This year the sorority in-
vited the Lincoln High School jun-
iors and seniors to come to campus 
for a leadership day, with the main 
goal being to form connections 
with the high school students.

The leadership day featured a 
toy hack in Cordiner for the high 

schoolers, which involved tak-
ing apart toys from Goodwill to 
make their own creations out of 
them. As well as providing crea-
tive activities, this Kappa event 
also offered information about ca-
reers and future education oppor-
tunities. There were booths at this 
event with representation from 
the Outdoor Program, the SEC, 
the ARC, Walla Walla Commu-
nity College and a booth featur-
ing the Science Outreach Coordi-
nator, Heidi Chapin. Each booth 
spoke to a group of students about 
skills in their area or career op-
tions outside the ordinary. Kap-
pa Kappa Gamma plans to contin-
ue their relationship with Lincoln 
High School in the future, with 
events like a prom dress fundrais-
er and a Lincoln student art show.

Sophomore and Community 
Director for Kappa Kappa Gam-
ma, Mikaela Slade, hopes that the 
sorority can be more than a face-
less organization handing off 
money and become a well-known 
presence to the group of peo-
ple they are raising money for.  

“We didn’t just want to be 
an organization writing a check 
and giving it to the Health Cent-
er,” Slade said.  “We wanted to 
actually interact with the high 
school students so they know who 
we are and what we are doing, 
and exactly why we’re doing it.”

Senior Meghan Ash, Philan-
thropy Chair for Kappa and co-
chair of Mr. Whitman, hopes to 
increase contact between Kap-
pas and the Walla Walla com-
munity during Mr. Whitman.

“I’ve been involved in Mr. 
Whitman every single year, and 
every year I have a little bit of 
a problem with the fact that we 
raise a lot of money, but don’t re-
ally have much community con-
tact throughout it,” Ash said.

The money raised through-
out Mr. Whitman and other Kap-
pa community fundraisers this 
year all goes to the Health Cent-
er, who hopes to use the money 
to fund the new counseling posi-

tion at Lincoln High School. The 
counselor would work with stu-
dents individually as well as fam-
ily counseling, and provide refer-
rals to other healthcare provid-
ers. The money from Kappa will 
fund the salary of the position this 
year, and this will help the Health 
Center apply for a grant to con-
tinue the position in the future.

Stan Ledington, the Execu-
tive Director of the Health Cent-
er, mentioned in an email to The 
Whitman Wire about why the work 
the Health Center does is criti-
cal for the students’ chances of 
success and mental and physical 
health.  More than 73 percent of 
students at Lincoln struggle with 
poverty, and without the free, im-
mediate mental and physical 
treatment the Health Center pro-
vides, many students wouldn’t be 
able to access the care they need.

“The students at Lincoln High 
school are among the highest-need 
and most-traumatized in the Wal-
la Walla school district,” Leding-
ton said. “Without this care, these 
young people are far more like-
ly to face the well-documented 
consequences of adverse child-
hood events, including poor school 
performance and life-long so-
cial problems, economic insecu-
rity, poor health and early death.”

Kappa Kappa Gamma chose 
the Health Center this year as their 
charity because of the desire their 
members had for promoting men-
tal health in a way that benefits 
their community at Whitman and 
in Walla Walla. Meghan Ash and 
the other members of Kappa felt 
that the Health Center’s proposal 
to provide a counselor at Lincoln 
High School would be an excel-
lent way to exemplify this value.

“We thought this really aligns 
with what Kappa is motivated to 
talk about and passionate about 
right now, and is really important 
to many of our chapter members,” 
Ash said. “We saw that as a real-
ly concrete and tangible plan, and 
something that we could fund-
raise for and get the money to do.”

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.
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Kappa Kappa Gamma Invites 
Lincoln Students to Campus 

Money raised will help hire a new high school counselor 

Sophomores Mariah Ng (bottom) Mikaela Slade (top) smile as they work with stu-
dents from Licoln High School. Photos contributed by Claire Revere

by ANDY MONSERUD
Investigative Director 

Whitman College President Kathy Murray speaks at first forum on college governance. Photo by James Baker

“We wanted to actually 
interact with the high 
school students so they 
know who we are and 
what we are doing, and 
exactly why we’re doing 
it.”
Mikaela Slade ‘19
Kappa Kappa Gamma Community 
Director

“Any way that we can 
eliminate that mystery 
and put a face to the 
policies, I think, would 
be good.”
Brad McMurchie
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Whitman 
announces final 

four mascot options
“Regardless of which mas-

cot is chosen, I think they’re all 
better than Missionaries,” Ka-
pusinski said. “I know that as 
a high school student, I would 
have been legitimately more in-
clined to make Whitman my 
top choice with a mascot that 
was not the Missionaries.”

All of the mascot options 
have varying critiques across 
campus. Some students feel that 
the Blue Raven is not unique 
enough to represent the Whit-
man community, and oth-
ers feel that the Sockeye is too 
unique and silly. Many stu-
dents noticed that the Blues, 
while they have regional signif-
icance, are nondescript and may 
have a questionable relation-
ship with mental health (“I have 
the blues”). Many students did 
not know what an Appaloosa is.

Howell, who plays for the 
men’s basketball team, not-
ed that it is important for the 
Whitman community to keep 
in mind the athletic signifi-
cance of the mascot when voting.

“When it comes to the mas-
cot, it represents the college 
as a whole but it mainly repre-
sents the athletes. When you 
think of the mascot you think 
of the athletes,” Howell said.

Howell thinks that it will 
be important for the new mas-
cot to balance athletic and 
non-athletic parts of campus.

“[When representing the 
student body on the Mascot 
Working Group] I tried to make 

sure that the mascot was some-
thing that students could have 
pride in and rally around, in ath-
letics and also the college...It’s 
all about trying to find some-
thing that represents athletes and 
non-athletes too, but is some-
thing that is still cool and cre-
ative and something that peo-
ple can get behind,” Howell said.

President Kathy Murray 
feels as though these four op-
tions all have the capabili-
ty to fit the values of the col-
lege today, and is pleased 
with the final mascot options.

“I like them all. The point 
was that by the time we sent 
[the survey] out, that the lead-
ership of the college was in 
agreement that we could be any 
one of those four and be hap-
py. And I would be happy with 
any of them,” Murray said.

Voting for the mascot 
will continue through Sun-
day, Oct. 30, and the final 
choice will be announced at a 
later date by Whitman’s Of-
fice of Communications. 

from MASCOT, page 1

“I know that as a high 
school student, I would 
have been legitimately 
more inclined to make 
Whitman my top choice 
with a mascot that was 
not the Missionaries. ”
Zoey Kapusinski ‘17
Member of IPECC
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“This From Cloudland” opens at Harper Joy

A boy’s head is stuck in a bear’s 
mouth, people speak of steal-
ing free things and two lov-

ers hold themselves hostage in “This 
From Cloudland,” an original piece 
written and directed by Whitman 
Professor of Theater Kristen Ko-
smas. The opening performance 
took place on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 19 at Whitman’s Freimann Stu-
dio Theatre. Performances will con-
tinue through Sunday, October 23.

The production differs 
from conventional plays in both 
its extraordinary subject mate-
rial and its unusual structure.

“There are no characters, there 
are virtually no stage directions—
I think there are maybe two or three 
stage directions—and it looks, on 
the page, like a long poem,” Ko-
smas said. “So it’s a highly frag-
mented, nonlinear performance 
text; it’s a choral text-for-speaking.”

As Lud Brito, a student per-
former in the show, said, “It’s 
hard to put [the show] in a box.”

Essentially, the performance 
is a collage of many stories and 
scenes that are seemingly unrelat-
ed—there is no central plot—but 
somehow come together to form 
a remarkable theater production.

“Most of my writing for the 
theater is written for the voice and 
has to do with the variety of sounds 
of speech,” Kosmas said. “So all 
this variety of musicalities of dif-
ferent kinds of speech and their 
sounds is what the script is made of.”

According to Kosmas, the 
play is broken into about 37 epi-
sodes, with each episode represent-
ing one type of speech. There is 
no concluding narrative, although 
a kind of overarching context that 
holds it together, which the audience 
may learn about in the last episode.

The production is its own form 

of art, with elements of musicali-
ty and poetry bringing it together.

“There’s a rhythm 
to it,” Brito said.

Andy Burnstein, also an actor 
in “This From Cloudland,” agreed.

“It’s like music; it’s like a 
giant poem,” Burnstein said.

Kosmas noted that she 
found more inspiration from po-
ets than conventional playwrights.

“The book-length poem, 
from the singular voice of the 
poet, felt familiar to me and was 
something I wanted to recuper-
ate in my work,” Kosmas said.

“This From Cloudland” had 
previously been performed as 
staged or concert readings. It was 
first performed in 2009 in Brook-
lyn, New York, and since then has 
been heard at the Prelude Festi-
val in New York City; at the New 
City Theater in Seattle, Washing-
ton and the Fusebox Festival in 
Austin, Texas. In February 2016, 
the production was staged and per-
formed at California Institute of the 
Arts. The production was also pub-
lished in 2009 in a journal of plays.

This is the first time Kos-
mas has staged “This From Cloud-
land” as a college production. She 
also collaborated with Professor Mi-
chelle Acuff of the Whitman Visu-
al Arts Department. Acuff, primari-
ly a sculptor, designed the set for the 
production. The set includes light-
ed signs with phrases such as “lush 
with gratitude,” as well as a large, 
mobile “&” sign, among other pieces.

Audiences and perform-
ers alike found much enjoy-
ment in elements of the show.

Brito said, “You find some-

thing new every time. And it’s an 
ensemble, so everybody works to-
gether. Working with other people 
to create something that’s going to 
bring joy to other people—it makes 
you feel good to be able to do that.”

“Doing the show is kind of like 
running a marathon,” Burnstein add-
ed. “You’re going and going and go-
ing but then it’s euphoric, because it’s 
really difficult but you’re still doing 
it...It is a feeling of accomplishment 
for sure, but it’s more [than that]...
Doing theater is like a spiritual ac-
tivity. You reach something—you 
don’t know what it is—but it’s there.”

Both Kosmas and her per-
formers found much to say about 
the joyful nature of the production.

“The performance, this work, 
was written during one of the happi-
est times in my life, and a tender time 
in my life,” Kosmas said. “My life 
was completely full of possibilities so 
it has a kind of exuberance or excite-
ment of possibility together with a 
kind of tenderness within it, so I hope 
that’s what people will experience.”

“We just need some joy in 
the world where so many things 
are happening,” Brito added.

Those involved in “This From 
Cloudland” found connections and 
great appreciation for one another in 
the making of the show. The student 
actors praised their director highly.

“Kristen is an incredi-
bly talented person,” Brito said.

Kosmas spoke similarly about 
the students and others involved.

“The whole thing has been a to-
tal pleasure,” Kosmas said. “Eve-
ry single person who is working on 
this theatrical event is just a jewel.”

The production, running 
through the weekend in Harp-
er Joy Theatre, is indeed a joyful 
and thought-provoking experience.

“I hope it’s just a kind of love-
ly weather that [the audience] pass-
es through for an hour and fif-
teen minutes,” Kosmas said.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Walla Walla Balloon Stampede returns for 42nd year

Balloons took to the skies of 
Walla Walla–albeit briefly–
for the 42nd year of the an-

nual Walla Walla Balloon Stam-
pede. While the fun and merrymak-
ing was impacted by heavy rain 
and wind throughout last weekend, 
the spirit of the event persevered.

The third oldest hot air bal-
loon event in the country, the Bal-
loon Stampede began in 1974, 
and has remained a staple of Wal-
la Walla ever since. From the ini-
tial four balloons in 1974, the num-
ber of participants has grown; this 
time, thirty pilots and their bal-
loons were invited to participate.

Whitman College holds a key 
role in the history of the event. In 
1972, the college brought in a hot 
air balloon for a pep rally. When 
Nat Vale and Bill Lloyd, two lo-
cal businessmen, saw the balloon, 
they found inspiration for a bal-
loon show of their own, result-
ing in the Stampede. Whitman re-
mained closely connected to the 
event for four decades, as one of its 
largest and longest running spon-
sors. 2016 marks the first year that 
Whitman did not sponsor the event.

This year, the festival was held 
from the 12th through 16th of Octo-
ber at Tietan Park. Each day has tradi-
tionally offered a variety of different 
events for attendees of all ages. “Billy 
Blastvalve’s Kids’ Day,” held on the 
12th, gave children in Walla Walla 
the chance to fly in the balloons. In 
recent years, over 1,000 kids in the 
community have had the opportunity 
to take flight. Unfortunately, Friday’s 
“Night Glow,” a popular event in 
which the balloons are inflated and 
remain on the ground, lighting up the 

park against the dark night sky, was 
cancelled. Another favorite event 
called the “Great Launch,” in which 
all thirty balloons take off within 
thirty seconds, was also cancelled. 
Heavy rains made finding viable 
take-off and landing places difficult, 
while rough winds above the city 
made flight too dangerous to attempt.

The festival was produced by 
Scott and Laurie Spencer, who have 
a long history with both the event and 
the Walla Walla community. Their 
histories with ballooning are even 
longer–Mr. Spencer has owned bal-
loons since the age of 14, while bal-
loons first sparked Mrs. Spencer in-
terest 26 years ago, when she re-
ceived a balloon ride as a gift. Al-
though now a longtime pilot, she 
still feels the same childlike wonder.

“Even though I’ve been fly-
ing for so many years, if I see a bal-
loon in the sky, I still look up in awe 
and wonder,” Mrs. Spencer said.

Starting as pilots, the Spencers 
eventually became the event pro-
ducers. Mr. Spencer handles oper-
ational logistics, while Mrs. Spen-
cer focuses on the hospitality.

Love for the balloons 
and the community have driv-
en the Spencers to stay involved, 
and they have created real rela-
tionships with the community.

“When you come back to an 
event over and over again, you be-
come very close to the people that 
you meet,” Mrs. Spencer said.

“It’s fun for us to come back 
and see them every year, see the 
kids a little older, and we go to grad-
uations and weddings,” Mr. Spen-
cer said. “We come back because 
we love it and we have friends here.”

The Spencers have made a point 
of sharing their passion for flying with 
the community, visiting area schools 
and encouraging festival attendees to 
talk to pilots during “Night Glow.”

“Festivals are celebrations 
of community,” Mr. Spencer said.

Luke Hampton, current-
ly the resident director of An-
derson Hall, attended the event 
last year and had the opportuni-
ty to ride in one of the balloons.

“It was amazing doing it right 
at sunrise and having all the oth-
er hot air balloons going up at the 
same time. You could see the Blues, 
you could see the whole city, you 
could see the hills for miles and 
then hot air balloons just here and 
there–all around over Walla Wal-
la, which was gorgeous,” Hamp-
ton said. “I think it benefits the 
town and it benefits the people.”

While bad weather plagued the 
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede this 
year, delaying or preventing launch-
es, the spirit of the event still lives on 
and will undoubtedly continue for fu-
ture years. As a key part of the com-
munity, attendees return year in and 
year out to take part in the Stam-
pede. The event is aimed towards 
families and people of all ages and 
works hard to foster relationships be-
tween the people at the event. Most 
importantly, the Balloon Stampede 
aims to leave people with happy 
memories of their time at the event.

“We’re pretty lucky,” Mr. 
Spencer said. “We make mem-
ories. You know, that’s our job. 
We go out and make memories.”

According to the hosts of “A 
Changing Tide: The Presi-
dency, Past and Present (A 

Philosophical Investigation),” sen-
ior economics and psychology ma-
jor Trevor Press and senior philoso-
phy major Zach Turner, the long ti-
tle of their show is no accident.

“We pride ourselves on our long 
titles,” Press said. “We want a de-
scriptive title so that every time, peo-
ple know what they’re getting into.”

With a different show eve-
ry semester, Press and Turner have 
delved into a myriad of different 
subjects, including creation myths, 
fairy tales and the American Dream. 
This semester, the “Changing Tide” 
hosts are tackling the subject of the 
U.S. presidential election, from the 
very beginning to the present day.

“People were saying this [cur-
rent election] is the worst elec-
tion ever, and I was curious,” Turn-
er said. “What if [it] wasn’t?”

“It’s...important to recognize 
that the current election is the way 
it is because of all the previous elec-
tions, and what’s happened in those 
previous elections,” Press said. “So 
you can’t really say that previous 
elections don’t have anything to 
do with the current election, [and] 
there’s still a lot to be learned in terms 

of what that process is like now.”
“A Changing Tide” covers 

each of the presidential elections 
chronologically, progressing to-
ward the current election in a non-
partisan fashion. Over the course 
of doing the show, Turner and 
Press discovered interesting facts 
in doing research for their show.

“[John C. Calhoun] was the 
vice presidential running mate of 
both the top two candidates [in 
1824],” Press said. “[John Quin-
cy Adams and Andrew Jackson] 
both chose him as their vice presi-
dential nominee, and so [Calhoun] 
was kinda, like, hedging his bets 
so he said yes to both of them. And 
so of course he became...Vice Pres-
ident, and then, after that [in 1828], 
he ditched [Adams] for [Jackson].”

“I just kinda like to imag-
ine that being like [Joe] Biden 
walking around the White House 
wearing like a [Mitt] Rom-
ney hat or something,” Press 
said. “That’d be so awkward.”

While the show is largely his-
torical, the duo take time to ad-
dress poignant comparisons be-
tween the past and the present.

“[W]hen there is a good...
statement to be made about 
the current election, we make 
that statement,” Turner said.

Turner and Press noted that 
the “Changing Tide” in their ti-

tle references the rough his-
tory of presidential elections.

“It’s not a smooth tide,” 
Press said. “It’s like whitecaps.”

The hosts also emphasized 
their show’s humor, with a light-
hearted approach to their subject.

“When it’s early, and you’re 
tired, it’s a little bit funny because 
you’re a little bit on edge anyways,” 
Press said. “Every once in a while 
you might giggle...because you’re 
a little bit cuckoo like we are.”

“It’s not so funny that you’re 
not gonna be able to like, fall back 
asleep if you wanted to, but if you 
didn’t...it’s funny enough that 
you’ll...stay awake,” Turner added.

Both hosts described learn-
ing about the elections as one of 
the more fun aspects of the show.

“I really enjoy the...learn-
ing for each episode,” Turn-
er said. “What’s fun for me is try-
ing to make that learning...ac-
cessible, and also make it...in-
teresting slash a little bit funny.”

The hosts acknowledged 
that, after they complete their 
study of elections this semester, 
they hope to tackle topics relat-
ing to the future in their next show, 
their final as Whitman students.

“A Changing Tide: The Pres-
idency, Past and Present (A Phil-
osophical Investigation)” airs 
from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. every Friday.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

by MISSY GERLACH
Staff Reporter

Zach Turner (above) broadcasts humorous discussions about presidential elections 
for “A Changing Tide” every Friday.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

Hot air balloons took to the sky last year during the 2015 Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede.  Photos by Marra Clay

KWCW Show of the Week: 
“A Changing Tide: The 

Presidency, Past and Present 
(A Philosophical Investigation)”

Lud Brito (above) performs for Kristen Kosmas’ play “This From Cloudland.”  Photo 
by Jackie Greisen

“If I see a balloon in the 
sky, I still look up in 
awe and wonder.”
Laurie Spencer
Producer,Walla Walla Balloon Stampede

“It’s hard to put [the 
show] in a box.”
Lud Brito, ‘18
Actor, “This From Cloudland”



OCT

20
2016

PAGE

5SPORTS
Head to head: concussions in athletics

A head to head collision trig-
gers familiar signs: the ring-
ing in the ears, the persis-

tent headache, the nonstop feeling 
of nausea. If you break a bone, an X-
ray confirms it. If you tear an ACL, 
an MRI confirms it. But if you ex-
perience a concussion, no such clear 
diagnostic test exists. This lack of 
a diagnostic test has been the cen-
tral motivator for Professor Thom-
as Knight and his undergradu-
ate research team at Whitman Col-
lege in their pursuit of a reliable, 
fast and definitive concussion test.

Since the fall of 2014, Professor 
Knight and his team have been stud-
ying the affects of concussions on 
the brain. Concussions—described 
as mild traumatic brain injuries, or 
mTBI’s, by the medical communi-
ty—have recently risen to the fore-
front of the American conscious-
ness as a major health concern, and 
over 3.8 million people experience 
at least one concussion each year in 
the United States. The goal of Profes-
sor Knight and his team’s research 
is therefore to examine how con-
cussions affect head and eye move-
ments, and use this data to construct 
a diagnostic test that offers quick re-
sults and can be used on the sideline.

Concussions have become a hot 
topic in the news over the past sev-
eral years due to increased exposure 
surrounding the long-term affects of 
concussions in ex-NFL players and 
war veterans. Professor Knight notes 
that public and healthcare “percep-
tions really started shifting around 
2003, when reports of former NFL 
player autopsies revealed pathology, 
spurring investigations linking con-
cussion and long term disability.”

The problems associated with 
concussions extend to Whitman’s 
campus, particularly in varsity ath-
letics. Emma Onstad-Hawes, a sen-
ior on the women’s soccer team 
and one of four Whitman stu-
dents directly involved in the re-
search, experienced two concus-
sions within a month of each oth-
er during her sophomore season. 
These concussions occurred in rel-
atively close succession, and On-
stad-Hawes ended up missing a year 
and half due to residual symptoms.

“The concussions likely set off a 
chronic headache and migraine prob-
lem for me and I ended up taking a 
break from sports to figure out how 
to manage my symptoms and let my 
brain rest and recover. So, although 
my actual concussion symptoms 
likely went away within a few weeks, 
I’ve been dealing with managing my 
post-concussive headache problem 

since I obtained my injuries,” ex-
plained Onstad-Hawes. Her story 
displays a critical component of con-
cussion symptoms and effects. Al-
though one concussion is dangerous, 
two in close succession can be even 
more dangerous and sometimes even 
life threatening since the brain has 
not been given ample time to heal.

Currently, no definitive diag-
nostic exists to identify a mild trau-
matic brain injury, and perhaps even 
more worrisome, no test exists to de-
termine when it is safe for an ath-
lete to return to play. Because of this, 
Professor Thomas Knight decided to 
research if head and eye movements 
are altered following a concussion, 
while also examining how long it 
takes for symptoms to return to ba-
sal levels. Professor Knight and 2015 
grad Brooke Bessen began work on 
this question roughly 2 years ago, 
and used the Whitman varsity wom-
en’s soccer team as the subjects of 
the study. By measuring head and 
eye movements of women’s soc-

cer payers pre- and post-concussion, 
Bessen’s preliminary data clear-
ly displayed that concussions result-
ed in movement deficits overall. Af-
ter suffering a concussion, subjects 
experienced slower eye movements, 
longer reaction times and stutter eye 
movements when locating a target.

Eye movements have become 
the central focus of many proposed 
mTBI diagnostic tests through-
out the scientific community. “How 
the brain controls eye movements 
is one of the most studied and best 
understood subjects in neurosci-
ence. The major difference we have 
is that we’re studying the combi-
nation of eye movements and head 
movements, most the other studies 
focus just on eye movements. This 
means that more brain circuitry is in-
volved and the test is more sensitive 
because you are demanding more of 
the brain,” Professor Knight said.

The current research team, 
which is composed of seniors Ka-
tie Foutch, Cassidy Brewin, Tom 
Howe and Emma Onstad-Hawes, 
has expanded the study this year to 
include both the men’s and wom-
en’s soccer teams as subjects. Al-
though hockey and football players 
have the highest rate of concussions, 
the next highest rate occurs in wom-
en’s soccer, which explains why Pro-
fessor Knight and his team have fo-

cused on the Whitman soccer teams.
Concussions, although of-

ten mild, can also lead to debilitat-
ing effects later in life. In 2002, Ben-
net Omalu first discovered CTE, 
or chronic traumatic encephalopa-
thy, in the brain of deceased NFL 
hall of famer Mike Webster. Oma-
lu’s work set off a wave of critiques 
surrounding how concussions were 
being managed in the NFL and ul-
timately led to the Frontline film 
“League of Denial” in 2013 and 
Will Smith’s “Concussion” last year.

“With several former NFL play-
ers developing CTE early in life, the 
public is being shown what some of 
the worst impacts of concussions 
look like, which is scary to them,” 
noted senior varsity soccer play-
er and researcher Cassidy Brewin.

This increased attention, how-
ever, has also led to reforms, par-
ticularly a concentrated effort to re-
duce and mitigate the effects of con-
cussions after they have occurred. 
In 2009, Washington became the 
first state to protect concussed ath-
letes from returning to play by pass-
ing the Zack Lystedt Law, and all 50 
states have since then followed suit.

Although concussions do in-
deed produce a myriad of negative 
effects, increased awareness and sci-
entific understanding can lead to pos-
itive reforms and a safer game for all.

by DANIEL CHARLTON
Sports Editor

ADVERTISEMENT

After a losing streak to start 
the 2016 season, the Wom-
en’s soccer team earned 

their first win of the year, beating 
Pacific University 4-2 on October 9.

Lena De Guzman came out 
fast, scoring a first goal to put the 
team up 1-0 in the seventh min-
ute, giving the team momentum 
out of the gate. “I believe that our 
win really came down to our hard 
work paying off in a first goal then 
using that momentum, building 
from our tight defensive shape, to 
create more scoring opportuni-
ties that individuals rose to trans-
late into goals,” wrote Haley Case 
in an email. A short five min-
utes later, Pagan Hetherington 
scored another goal, solidifying 
the team’s early dominance. Chel-
sea Day and Kristin Brady both 
added their own goals, putting the 
women up 4-0 by the 35th minute.

The women held on to their first 
half lead for a final score of 4-2, as 
Pacific managed to score two goals 
near the end of the second half.

“Those goals were always in 
us, as in, we had taken all those 
shots before, and each game 
is a close competition, but be-
fore Pacific we were on the un-
lucky side of the ball. Our ener-
gy before the game was charged, 
but we were also focused, and all 
the shots we had been taking over 
the course of the season fell our 
way,” said captain Naomi Lee.  

Although the team will fin-
ish the season with a losing record, 
their focus is no longer on season 
totals, but on taking each remaining 
game of the season head-on. Their 

win has helped to maintain much 
of their competitive spirit. “It’s not 
about the score sheet anymore, it’s 
not about who we are playing, it’s 
about playing to our potential every 
second we are on the field and leav-
ing with pride for who we are and 
how we played” Haley Case said.

Coming off their win, the 
team came out of the next week-
end with an 0-2 loss against Uni-
versity of Puget Sound, and a 2-2 
tie against Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity. As of publishing, wom-
en’s soccer has a record of 1-11-2. 
“The past games have been fairly 
close and honestly could’ve gone 
either way,” Elyse Laurin said. “We 
know that we are capable of play-
ing with any team in this confer-
ence and we’re going to continue to 
work hard to get better everyday.”

Although their record is 
1-11-2, the team has played many 
games that came down to a sin-
gle goal, indicating that their re-
cord is not completely indicative 
of the level at which they have 
been playing. The strong first-
year presence also puts the team 
in position for a bright future.

Though it may not be the ide-
al season, the team is maintain-
ing a positive attitude that will be a 
foundation of the team for years to 
come. “As a senior, I’m just focused 
on soaking up every game, one at a 
time, and really treasuring the time 
I have left with my teammates and 
this program,” Naomi Lee said.

Womens soccer 
earns first win

by QUINN SALKIND
Sports Reporter

Left: Cassidy Brewin wears an eye and head movement measuring device. Middle: Professor Thomas Knight. Right: Head Athetic Trainer John Eckel checks for concussion symptoms. Photos by Jackie Greisen

Mid-October brings sever-
al guarantees: leaves on 
the ground, crisp weather 

and the start of the National Hock-
ey League season. Despite a busy 
offseason, many of last year’s con-
tenders look to remain atop their 
respective conferences compet-
ing for the Stanley Cup. This com-
ing season may be one of the most 
exciting in recent memory, how-
ever, due to the great abundance of 
young talent in the league. Regard-
less of prior NHL viewing experi-
ence, if one considers themselves 
a sports fan, this particular hock-
ey season is a must watch affair.

There were several notable, un-
expected trades this offseason. The 
most active team was the Edmonton 
Oilers. After losing the 2006 Stan-
ley Cup Finals in seven games, the 
Oilers have missed the playoffs for 
ten consecutive years—the long-
est streak in the league. In an ef-
fort to sure up their defense, the Oil-
ers shockingly flipped their 2010 
first overall draft pick, forward Tay-
lor Hall, for the New Jersey Dev-
ils’ best defenseman Adam Larsson. 
Hall was completely taken off guard 
by the trade, telling reporters, “In a 
breakup, you try to forget about it as 
quick as you can, right? That’s what 
I’m trying to do.” Both teams will 
likely see an increase in wins as a re-
sult, however, as it addresses New 
Jersey’s desperate need for offense 
and Edmonton’s need for defense.

The most shocking move of the 
offseason was the Montreal Cana-
diens’ shipment of charismatic de-
fenseman P.K. Subban for the Nash-
ville Predator’s older captain Shea 

Weber. With more upside than We-
ber, most see Montreal’s move of 
Subban as more of a personality 
trade than a hockey trade. As an at-
tention grabbing fan favorite, Sub-
ban’s individual swagger did not 
comply with the traditional team-
first coaching style implemented by 
Canadiens’ coach Michel Therrien. 
Subban claimed that the trade was 
“the furthest thing” from a hock-
ey trade. Most Montreal fans are 
disappointed by the trade, as Sub-
ban, a Toronto native, has donat-
ed over $10 million to the Montre-
al Children’s Hospital. Their disap-
pointment will be justified by Sub-
ban’s absence on the ice, too. Expect 
the Canadiens to struggle this sea-
son without Subban’s heavy slapshot 
from the point on the powerplay.

The most exciting thing to look 
forward to this NHL season is the 
emergence of the league’s new gen-
eration of dominant talent. Sea-
soned veterans Sidney Crosby, Pat-
rick Kane and Alexander Ovechkin 
remain the frontrunners to win the 
season’s MVP and highest scor-
ing awards. However, sophomores 
Shayne Gotisbehere of the Phila-
delphia Flyers, Connor McDavid of 
the Edmonton Oilers, Jack Eichel 
of the Buffalo Sabres and Arte-
mi Panarin of the Chicago Black-
hawks will look to chase the veter-
ans from their throne. All 24 and 
under, this new generation of su-
perstars plays a faster, less physi-
cal brand of hockey that has led to 

a surge of goals in the few games 
played so far in the 2016-2017 sea-
son. Not to be outdone by their soph-
omore peers, several of the players 
selected in the 2016 NHL Draft may 
be generational talents. Number one 
overall pick, Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
Auston Matthews, netted four goals 
on his NHL debut–the first play-
er to score at least four goals in his 
debut since 1917. After the game, 
Matthews told reporters his perfor-
mance “was pretty surreal” and that 
he “couldn’t believe that had hap-
pened.” Fans can look forward to 
these players taking over as the faces 
of the league in the next few years.

If they can stay healthy, the de-
fending Stanley Cup Champions, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, are the fa-
vorites to capture the cup again this 
year after losing only two players 
from their 23 man roster over the 
summer. The two Eastern Confer-
ence teams with the best chance to 
dethrone the champs are the Wash-
ington Capitals and the Tampa Bay 
Lighting, both of whom were ousted 
from the 2016 playoffs by the Pen-
guins. Challengers from the West-
ern Conference include the per-
ennial challengers the Los Ange-
les Kings and the Chicago Black-
hawks, who have combined to win 
five of the past seven Stanley Cups. 
With the addition of P.K. Subban, 
the Nashville Predators may be a 
dark horse threat to win the Cup.

While the current closest NHL 
team to Walla Walla is over 400 
miles away in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, Seattle may be a per-
fect target for expansion in the com-
ing years. In the meantime, Whit-
man students can tune into over 105 
NHL games nationally broadcasted 
this year on NBC and NBC Sports.

NHL season preview
by CONOR SCANLON
Sports Reporter

Chelsea Day focuses on the ball during practice. Photo by Tywen Kelly

“It’s about playing to our 
potential every second 
we are on the field”
Haley Case ‘16

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. George Fox University Oct. 16: T 0-0
Women’s
v. Whitworth University Oct.19: L 0-1

VOLLEYBALL
v. Geroge Fox University Oct. 15: W 3-0

CROSS COUNTRY
NWC Preview Meet Oct. 15
Men: 3 of 13, 8K
Women: 3 of 9, 6K

UPCOMING
SOCCER
Men’s
HOME v. University of Puget Sound Oct.22
Women’s
AWAY v. Willamette University Oct. 22

VOLLEYBALL
HOME v. Willamette University Oct. 21   

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

  Seattle may be a perfect 
target for expansion in 
the coming years

 Currently, no definitive 
diagnoistic test exists 
to identify a mild 
traumatic brain injury
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QUESTIONS? CONTACT GAYLE TOWNSEND AT TOWNSEGV@WHITMAN.EDU

attending students will be entered in a raffle

presented by the student engagement center

explore graduate studies 
in various fields next week

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25: Social Sciences, 4:00 - 7:00 PM, Reid Ballroom

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26: Business, 4:00 - 7:00 PM, Reid 207  (virtual) & Reid Ballroom (in-person)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24: Law, 4:00 - 7:00 PM, Reid Ballroom, hosted by Pre-Law Advisor Noah Leavitt

BONANZA
school

GRADUATE
ADVERTISEMENT

Chess Club offers friendly competition 
from CHESS, page 1

Chess Club president Coopersmith [left] and club member Bassler (right) compete in Reid.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

Players consider their next moves.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

“We’re very casual—
we play and laugh and 
talk.”
Matthew Coopersmith ‘17

  “So many people are interest-
ed but you know, as far as actual-
ly coming...if you have things to do 
it makes you feel a little guilty to be 
like, ‘Oh I’m gonna go play a game 
for a couple hours,’” Atkinson said.

At the same time, the club’s 
president Matthew Cooper-
smith stresses how casual the club 
is. Members can come to how-
ever many meetings they want.

“We’re very casual—we play 
and laugh and talk. The atmosphere 
at the Walla Walla club is a little more 
serious,” Coopersmith chuckled.  

Coopersmith added that years 
ago there was a Whitman Chess 
Club, yet numbers dwindled as 
Whitman students started to drift 
over to the Walla Walla Chess Club.

Now the Whitman Chess 
Club is back on par with their Wal-
la Walla counterpart, even sharing 
a meeting space. The Walla Walla 
Chess Club meets in the Reid base-
ment once a month, so this is a per-
fect opportunity for members of the 
Whitman community to practice 
with more seasoned chess players.

Faculty and staff members are 
invited to all practices as well, al-
though none have shown up yet.

Learning by example is per-
haps one of the best methods with-
in the realm of chess. Both Coop-
ersmith and Daniel Bassler, a first-
year and recent club initiate, learned 
to play chess at an early age from 
their families—Coopersmith at 
age three and Bassler at age six—
and both went on to play competi-
tively–in middle school for Coop-

ersmith and high school for Vassler.
Atkinson began playing at 

around seven or eight years old and 
after a brief hiatus was thrust into 
the world of highly competitive 
chess within the Seattle Chess Club.

He explained that the club is 
based off of a rating system deter-
mined by the United States Chess 
Federation (USCF) in which the 
federation assigns the player a rat-
ing based on how he plays ver-
sus other players and their ratings.

“With serious chess, there’s a re-
ally intense mental energy–when lots 
of people are playing chess in partic-
ular. You can almost feel it, and it’s 
really exciting to me,” Atkinson said.

The Whitman Chess Club 
has been amping up its level of 
competition in the past year, al-
though not to the extreme lev-
el of the Seattle Chess Club.

Last year Whitman’s club 
held a tournament in Maxey Hall 
in order to send the top five win-
ners to the upcoming University of 
Washington tournament this year.

Atkinson and Coopersmith said 
that the format of the tournament in 
Maxey was Swiss, which means in a 
match between two players, the win-
ner receives one point and the loser 
gets nothing; if the result of the match 
is a draw, each player receives a half 

of a point. Players worked their way 
up to the top, until the final five were 
chosen. It took four to five rounds 
of playing to get to this point, elim-
inating players that lost a match and 
pairing winners with other winners.

Last year, the entire team at-
tended the University of Washington 
tournament. According to Atkinson, 
the team attended a lecture and ate 
breakfast with the UW team while 
there. The Whitman Chess Club 
hopes to host the University of Wash-
ington team sometime this year. They 
hope to incorporate activities with 
UW into the tournament in order to 
get to know the team on a person-
al level and form more relationships.  

Atkinson finds combin-
ing computers with chess partic-
ularly interesting. After a match, 
he inputs his moves into a com-
puter program called Stock-
fish and reviews his game.

“I get real comfort out of the 
fact that no matter whatever posi-
tion you’re in, you can plug it into 
a computer and they can evalu-
ate the position,” Atkinson said. 
“They’re just so brilliant. They can 
think so fast and are so much bet-
ter than humans at this game now.”

Despite the computer’s ex-
treme skill, it is possible to beat it.

“It’s not per-
fect,” added Coopersmith.

Coopersmith recalled a vid-
eo he showed to Atkinson in which 
a Grandmaster, the highest title a 
chess player can attain, beat a com-
puter once out of 220 attempts.

“[Atkinson] was so up-
set the whole day and said, 

‘I can’t believe it, I can’t be-
lieve it lost,’” Coopersmith said.  

Bassler commented that chess 
computer programs really are ‘su-
perhuman,’ since they encompass the 
skills and moves of many humans.

“To get a chess comput-
er program going...it’s not real-
ly about what the computer knows; 
it’s about what the programmers 
know,” Bassler said. “So really the 
Grandmaster could have been go-
ing up against a hundred peo-
ple working on that program...one 
against a hundred...so just the fact 
that you can beat a hundred peo-
ple all at once is really impressive.”

These godlike programs push 
humans past their abilities in chess, 
making people strive higher and 
higher until they reach the upper-
most limits within the world of chess.

In response to the Grandmas-
ter’s one victory, Coopersmith point-
ed out the ridiculousness in try-
ing to aim higher as a mere human 
compared to a complex computer.

“Can’t you take pride in the 

fact that as a human you can win 
one game? One game out of 220...
[that’s] a little victory for hu-
mankind,” Coopersmith joked.

This is precisely why At-
kinson believes that com-
puter programs bring such a 
unique perspective to chess.

“The computer stuff to me adds 
to the fun since you can see [every-
thing] so easily...that part is an ex-
tra added dimension of fun,” he said. 
“It’s kind of cathartic to be done 
and to be able to review the game.”

Even within an equal play-
ing field of human versus human 
the game of chess is mind-bog-
gling, which is what makes it so fun.

“[There is a] mind versus 
mind friendly competition aspect 
to it that I like,” Coopersmith said.

Atkinson added, “I just find 
it to be a really fun and exciting 
game, with a mental challenge for 
sure...There’s something about it 
that’s roughly akin to going for a 
hard, long run...at the end of it you 
have this really positive feeling.”
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A case for friendship

Voices from the Community What is your biggest regret thus far at Whitman? Photos by Samarah Uribe

FATHI
ASSEGAF 
Sophomore

“Not speaking to more people dur-
ing my first year. As an internation-
al student I was more secluded. You 
know, after my first year I feel like 
I’ve made more of an effort to put 
myself out there, and it’s been for the 
better...”

OLIVIA
THOMAS
First-year

“I guess not talking to my family 
more. I think that this is a big fresh-
man mistake, not communicating 
with them more.”

CASSANDRA
OTERO
Junior

“I think spreading myself too thin-
ly sophomore year as a kind of im-
mediate reaction to finally finding 
my place. Instead of pacing myself, 
I kind of...what’s the expression? 
Jumped right in instead of dipping 
my toes in a bit.”

GAMBHIR
KUNWAR
Senior

“I’ve been here for almost three 
and a half years, and the biggest re-
gret that I have is how I didn’t en-
gage that much with the Walla Wal-
la community because there is like 
a Whitman bubble and we kind of 
loop into it.”

Friendship rocks. Yeah I know, 
not a very controversial state-
ment, but bear with me here. 

Friendship is one of those things 
that everyone needs and values, 
but that we so often take for grant-
ed. Where would we be without our 
friends who humor us when we ob-
sessively analyze vague texts, con-
sole us during times of heartbreak 
and tell us when it’s finally time to 
stop growing mold intentionally in 
our bedrooms (okay, maybe that last 
one is just me)? We’d probably be 
lonely, sad and seriously ill. See, we 
need our people.

Actually, the concept of find-
ing one’s “people” is an interesting 
one. It’s easy to set our standards re-
ally high, to think that one day in 
the far off future we’ll find the per-
fect friends. The reality is, though, 
everyone in our lives is a little bit 
flawed, but more often than not, 
we’ve already found the right peo-
ple for us; we just may not be able to 
see it because we’re so busy looking 
elsewhere. Friends are all too easy 
to take for granted.

Friendship has the capaci-
ty to be sustained nearly indef-
initely, which is certainly noth-
ing to sneeze at. Familial relation-
ships may sometimes continue out 
of a sense of obligation. Romantic 
relationships are constantly frac-
turing, and even the ones that stick 
are fraught with emotional tur-
moil. But, through it all, friend-
ship remains stable and consistent. 
Our friends know our darkest sides 

and have seen us through our ugli-
est moments. They have forgiven us 
time and again. And still they walk 
beside us.

Sure, it’s not as flashy and ex-
citing as romance, but we need it just 
as much. As author Andrew Sulli-
van says, “If love is at its most per-
fect in its infancy, friendship is most 
treasured as the years go by.” He 
continues, “Where love is all about 
juggling the power to hurt, friend-
ship is about creating a space where 
power ceases to exist.” Put sim-
ply: building a friendship is build-
ing a tiny little world, a safe haven 
where we can always feel comforta-
ble, valued and loved. I mean, some-
times the only thing that can sal-
vage a terrible night is crawling onto 
the floor of a friend’s room and hav-
ing them stroke our hair and feed us 
flavor blasted xtra cheddar goldfish. 
That right there, that’s the world of 
friendship.

It’s also worth noting that close 
female friendship is of particular 
importance. Strong bonds between 
women are somewhat of a radical 
act in the face of a patriarchal so-
ciety that constantly attempts to pit 
women against each other, to breed 
jealousy and resentment. It doesn’t 
have to be that way, though. We 
don’t have to buy into the narrative 
that we are constantly competing 
with other women. Female friend-
ship is the friggin’ bomb. It has been 
such a unique, empowering and vi-
talizing source of support in my life, 
and I’m infinitely grateful to have a 
gaggle of strong ladies on my team. 
The world is so much friendlier 
when you see other woman as your 
sisters, not your competition.

So, my friends, go love your 
people. Thank them for the times 
they held your hair when you were 
vomiting, or promised to trip the 
people who broke your heart or let 
you feel like you could be entirely 
yourself. Because, seriously, friend-
ship rocks.

ALYA 
BOHR
Columnist

Two headlines off the im-
petuous digital press date-
line September 8, 2016: 

“The Entire Seattle Seahawks 
Team Will Protest the Nation-
al Anthem at Opening Game” 
and “Entire Seahawks Team 
Planning to Honor Flag Dur-
ing National Anthem on 9/11?”

The mutual and only source 
for these widely shared articles, 
from US Uncut and Redstate re-
spectively, was a Seattle Times 
non-story giving the local spin 
on the Colin Kaepernick nation-
al anthem kneeling brouhaha. 
Doug Baldwin thought kneeling 
was a good idea. Bobby Wagner 
said he wouldn’t do it personal-
ly, but mad respect to Kap all the 
same. Boom: the people get what 
they want, the reporting was 
probably accurate–reasonably 
nuanced and certainly inexpen-
sive–and the Times goes back 
to reporting on homelessness 
and education with maximal re-
sources and everyone is happy.

The Seattle Times did the 
actual reporting, but if my an-
ecdotal Facebook experience on 
that day was any indication (“So 
proud of my team,” editorialized 
the people), the misleading cher-
ry picked (and perhaps mutual-
ly exclusive) bullshit peddled by 
US Uncut and Redstate took the 
lion’s share of the web traffic.

Journalism is largely prem-
ised on the idea that we can 
share a common perception, that 
some foundational truths, meta-
physical truths, can be mutual-
ly understood and agreed upon. 
The semantically vacant cam-
paign of Donald Trump has un-
dermined this notion; fixed and 

shared meaning eschewed for 
empty vessels. The listener may 
project their own meaning; val-
idate their own value system; 
choose their own adventure.

But as Nathan Heller’s ex-
cellent New Yorker essay, 
“Trump, the University of Chi-
cago, and the Collapse of Pub-
lic Language” illustrates, Donald 
Trump’s linguistic perversions 
reflect a much broader and much 
more alarming trend in our na-
tional culture, a trend that tran-
scends (or underlies) any oth-
er national cultural or ideologi-

cal divide we perceive: in a jar-
ringly Orwellian sense, the very 
substance of our public lan-
guage is being hollowed out.

Yet Heller also hopes and 
believes this is a trend with 
which we may do battle. “As long 
as we share words,” he writes, 
“we share a vigilance for mak-
ing sure that they are backed 
by gold, that they can convey 
thought—any precise thought—
all the way across a population, 
and thus carry argument and 
change.” And who will lead this 
vigilance we must all maintain? 

As a common faith in so many 
of our institutions erodes, the 
institution of professional jour-
nalism itself, being an essential 
steward of our public language, 
becomes evermore important.

If you read the recently pub-
lished NY Times magazine piece 
entitled “Inside Facebook’s (To-
tally Insane, Unintentionally Gi-
gantic, Hyper Partisan) Political-
Media Machine,” you will learn 
what you already probably know 
from personal experience: so-
cial media warps the truth. Our 
algorithmically defined digi-

tal experiences (check out Pro-
Publica’s recent work on this) 
profoundly inform our sense of 
what the world is like. This is 
just one of the many clear ways 
that the digital era has foment-
ed the culture wars we are cur-
rently experiencing. These are 
deep forces at work–inexorable 
even, some might wrongly say–
but we, you, are not powerless. 
David Simon, of the Baltimore 
Sun, of “The Wire,” producer 
of insights consistently original 
and thought-provoking, wrote 
this in a recent Reddit AMA:

“I want and we need to see an 
online revenue stream for jour-
nalism established that ensures 
that professional reporters can 
earn a living covering the quo-
tidian beats of institutionalized 
America. When stuff is fund-
ed, it’s good and fixed and eve-
ry day. Citizen journalist is not 
a phrase I take seriously in any 
sense...People need to pay and 
copyright has to matter again, 
or it can’t grow as it needs.”

You can be nihilistically 
cynical or you can be construc-
tively skeptical. The second path 
is better, and good real journal-
ism will take you there. I think 
we should all think long and hard 
as individuals about the sorts of 
journalism that we think make 
us a better society, that possess 
the credibility to foster a robust 
public language in which words 
have real meaning, and upon all 
of us individually identifying 
those institutions which consist-
ently stand out in their commit-
ment to real, no bullshit jour-
nalism for the public good (and 
they are numerous), make a per-
sonal point to pay them with real 
money for the good work they 
do. In the age of the internet, 
you don’t have to do this to get 
the news. But you still should.

Treat your journalists right

Republican anti-intellectu-
alism historically has nev-
er been a significant prob-

lem when nominating leader-
ship because the party has al-
ways nominated intelligent men 
into its leadership. Eisenhower, 
Nixon, Reagan, Bush senior were 
all highly competent career poli-
ticians running on working-class 
common man platforms. What 
differentiates past conserva-
tive presidents and more contem-
porary Republican presidential 
hopefuls is that past politicians 
have been opposed to intellectu-
al pursuits without being radical 
in their beliefs. The shift towards 
incompetent and ignorant candi-
dates is driven by a hard truth for 
the Republican party; Moderate 
Republicans, even with fantas-
tic resumes, don’t win anymore.

John McCain in 2008, Mitt 
Romney in 2012, John Kasich in 
2016, each one of these politi-
cians were remarkably capable, 
moderate, politicians who either 
failed to beat a moderate Demo-

crat or failed to win his party’s 
nomination. McCain was by all 
means, a party golden boy. A bona 
fide war hero with an immacu-
late resume, McCain’s defeat sig-
nalled a political shift in the par-
ty. Shortly after the loss, the Tea 
Party began to be more of force 
with American conservatism. 
This growth of radicalism in the 
form of the Tea Party emboldened 
more radical candidates from 
within the party to pursue the 
nomination for president in 2012.

Men like Newt Gingrich, 
Rick Santorum and Rick Perry 
all campaigned with some suc-
cess on platforms of radical na-
ture. These candidates lost the 
nomination to Mitt Romney. 
Romney’s loss opened the flood-
gates for Trump. During the 2016 
Republican race for the nom-
ination, a horde of party out-
casts, firebrands and nobod-
ies not only campaigned well, 
but stole the election from mod-
erates selected by party lead-
ership to win in 2016. John Ka-
sich and Marco Rubio were dec-
imated at the polls, despite being 
the candidates backed by party 
elites. Scott Walker, Carly Fiori-
na, Rick Santorum, Mike Huck-
abee, Ted Cruz and Ben Car-
son all campaigned well. These 
candidates were largely radical, 
largely inexperienced and almost 
entirely rejected by the party.

The man himself who car-
ried the nomination away, 

Trump, may realistically not be 
the worst character that ran for 
the nomination in 2016. By ap-
pealing to under-educated vot-
ers and creating a party perso-
na that rejected intellectualism, 
the Republican party allowed 
Trump to take the nomination. 
For the first time in recent memo-
ry, the Republican party has pro-
duced a genuinely stupid can-
didate, and not a candidate who 
underplays his intelligence to 
be more approachable to voters.

The Republican candi-
date of today does not represent 
American conservatism. Many 
of America’s greatest conserv-
ative lawmakers and political 
commentators neither shrunk 
from debate nor compromised 
their beliefs for the party. The 
GOP is fractured now but will 
repair itself. It created a candi-
date who proved to be its undo-
ing, and now it will pay for it.

CY
BURCHENAL
Columnist

Illustration by Meg Cuca

Anti-intellectualism 
ruins the 

Republican Party

CONTRIBUTED BY                       

ANDREW SCHWARTZ

  What differentiates past 
conservative presidents 
and more contemporary 
Republican presidential 
hopefuls is that past 
politicians have been 
opposed to intellectual 
pursuits without being 
radical in their beliefs.
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Nearly five months have 
passed since the world lost 
Harambe, our last true 

hero. In honor of this milestone, 
The Wire turned to Whitties to re-
call the legacy of our fallen goril-
la comrade. In a recent string of in-
terviews, students were asked to 
shed their own insight into our gen-
eration’s simple but poignant Inter-
net slogan, “dicks out for Harambe.”

Junior Lorman Thomas shared 
his thoughts first, “Dicks out for Ha-
rambe is more than just a statement 
of phallic solidarity with a west-
ern-lowland gorilla – it is a call for 
change. Harambe was only seven-
teen years old, but he led his life with 
a sense of grace and humility that I 
could only dream of. Somewhere, 
somehow, I like to think he’s smil-
ing down on me – no, on all of us.”

Another student believed that 
the only way to understand the ana-
lytical complexity of “dicks out for 
Harambe” is through an understand-
ing of Foucault’s theories on sub-
jectivity. “By making the rhetorical 
move of taking our dicks out, we are 
staging a protest and moving beyond 
our societal conditioning of viewing 
Harambe as something to be objecti-

fied. Then and only then can we even 
begin to recti fy the existential harm 
we have brought upon our commu-
nity,” said the eager Politics major.

A first-year from Portland 
added, “who the @#$! is Har-
ambe again?” before fondly recall-
ing that the gorilla was, “pretty ma-
jestic looking, and probably still 
would have a better chance of be-
ing elected to office than Jill Stein.”

If you are like many folks, and 
would like help from the communi-
ty, there is good news. In a calculated 
effort to win support for their sorry 
attempts at social justice, the Young 
Republicans Club will be putting 
their hard earned family dividends 
to good use and throwing a “remem-
bering Harambe” event at Reid Ball-
room Friday afternoon. The lunch is 
completely catered with Harambe’s 
favorite treats; bark, an assort-
ment of leaves and virgin martinis.

As we approach the half-year 
mark of this tragedy, it is difficult to 
pin down the tangible effects of los-
ing one gorilla from a Texas zoo. 
But, as a slightly inebriated Whit-
man dean said after stumbling back 
from a Friday night of Bob Dylan 
karaoke at Ming Court, “It doesn’t 
take Harambe to know which way 
the wind blows.” And what that tru-
ly means? We might never know.

The second presidential debate 
that aired last Sunday featured 
a smorgasbord of substantive 

policy discussions and comments 
by both candidates that will be cit-
ed heavily in the forthcoming history 
books on the implosion of American 
democracy. The debate was loose-
ly structured as a town hall, where 
everyday Americans positioned 
like decorative ferns were given a 
chance to get a real sense of the po-
litical process by formulating ques-
tions on policy issues that the can-
didates intentionally misinterpret-
ed, pivoted away from or ignored, 
just as the founding fathers intended.

The moderators of the debate 
knew that the average voter cannot 
be trusted to produce ratings-worthy 
content, so questions were solicited 
over social media to ensure that the 
debate stayed away from the trivial 
issues of health care reform and cli-
mate change and instead, focused on 
questions that would allow the can-
didates to shriek incoherently over 
each other for as long as possible. 
The Wire has obtained access to the 
unanswered questions submitted by 
Whitman students via social media.

If elected, how will you ensure 
that philosophy majors are useful in 
the new economy?

What is your three-pronged 
plan for the small lake that forms 
in the winter on Ankeny by the fish 
sculpture?

How soon after your election 
would I get to stop paying Whitman?

What is your stance on trigger 
warnings?

Is there an app that turns off no-
tifications specifically for your fund-
raising emails?

Can you get me a signed poster 
of the girls from Broad City?

How will you address the sys-

temic inequalities inherent in and 
perpetuated by the GoPrint system?

When did the bookstore sweat-
shirts get so goddamn expensive?

Would you like to be on my 
Power and Privilege panel?

What kind of animal rights leg-
islation will you introduce to address 
the recent uptick in Whitman stu-
dents’ Instagrammable pet owner-
ship?

When are your office hours?
How will you ensure that all 

ethnically ambiguous students are 
given equal opportunity to be plas-
tered on Whitman promotional ma-
terials?

Why don’t they take flex when I 

go wine tasting?
Are you writing in Michelle 

Obama on your ballot too?
When will Snapchat geotags be 

free for all Americans?
What do you see as the most 

pressing issue facing white males to-
day?

Have you thought about having 
a poetry slam for your next debate?

How does the relentless pas-
sage of time and the persistence of 
our fleeting mortality render most of 
your posturing insignificant?

What exactly is an endowment 
and where can I get one?

Why haven’t you followed me 
back?

“Nothing is black and 
white!” shouted protes-
tors this Saturday, carry-

ing signs painted with all the colors 
of the wind on various colors of post-
er board. A couple of them included 
pictures of pandas, with their mon-
ochrome coats dyed rainbow hues. 
This protest is just the latest in a se-
ries of demonstrations against the la-
belling of the world into set catego-
ries. Previous demonstrations have 
included: mixing the salt and pep-
per together, painting over chess 
boards to turn it into a multicolored 
mess and only using the color printer.

“Labels are harmful and we 
need to get rid of them all,” said 
one of the protestors, who prefers 
to be nameless because, “That’s 
just a brand given to me by my par-
ents. It’s not who I am.” This move-
ment has already removed all the la-
bels from soup cans in the Bon App 
kitchens, citing the reason that the 
soup should be able to choose what 
to be. When asked about it, chef René 
Zúmfish stated that Bon App was 
okay with it saying, “Yeah, we don’t 
really look at what we put into our 
soups. Let the kiddos have their fun.”

In order to go label-less, the 
movement is trying to rename things 

to be more descriptive of what they 
actually represent in order to be 
more accurate. “It’s impossible for 
one word to encapsulate all of the 
nuances of the idea,” said a protest-
er who goes by Honey Leaf Dance. 
“Condensing the concept destroys its 
beauty,” chimed in Beard Plaid Se-
quoia. “Totally,” nodded Honey Leaf 
Dance knowingly. They released a 
statement with a few examples of 
their new plan, including redub-
bing Penrose Library as the Place 
To Hang Out With Friends While 
You Pretend To Work (PTHOW-
FWYPTW for short), turning IM 
Dodgeball into Reliving Middle 
School Gym and calling freshmen, 
People Who Are Just Starting Col-
lege And Haven’t Yet Been Crushed 
By The Bleakness Of The Future.

When asked what the move-
ment is called, Honey Leaf Dance 
said, “The Kaleidoscopic Jour-
ney into Harmony Between Peo-
ple and Ideas.” Their next move 
is mysterious, but Beard Plaid Se-
quoia mentioned it might include re-
moving all placards from a muse-
um display or liberating the vegeta-
bles in Safeway from their bonds of 
name and price. “Who are we to as-
sign a monetary value to a living 
thing?” emoted Honey Leaf Dance. 
“Who. Are. We?” She repeated, 
pounding on a table with each word.

Hello.

Me couldn’t help but notice you very 
pretty lady. You think me pretty too? 
Me wear ironic button up with tiny 
schnauzers printed on it. Me lath-
er Axe bodywash to disguise stink 
flesh smell. Me very, very cool.

Maybe you want talk?

Me excellent conversationalist. Ap-
proachable.  All friends say.

No?

That fine.

You like dance? Me gyrate torso in 
suave way. You watch.

ARGHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!

Many sorry.

Me jab you in forbidden sensitive 
breast place with elbow. Me not 
mean to. Me apology now.

Dance perhaps not best way to con-
nect on sacred fluid exchange super 
friends level.

This not working well.

Me go now.

Me not go because want go. Me go 
because you angry go-away look 
me.

Maybe me get rectangle code first. 
You want rectangle me sometime? 
We possibly consume hot caffeine 
juice and make Netflix on futon to-
gether later? No?

Well, this certainly looking like lost 
cause. Me say reverse greeting and 
go drink excessive wheat-flavored 
mind poison at TKE now.

Short story: me try impress now

by BEN FREEDMAN
Senior Hipster Analyst
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by TREVOR LEWIS
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The unanswered questions of the 
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