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THE ELECTION ISSUE
With the election just five days away, we have encorporated political topics throughout Issue 9

The Great Gun Debate
Members of Walla Walla Shooting Sports (above) hone their skills by 
shooting clay pigeons launched into the air at the Walla Walla gun range. 
Photo by Tywen Kelly.

Gun control has been one of 
the most contentious issues 
in the 2016 election cycle. 

Increased awareness of police vio-
lence against communities of color, 
near daily mass shootings and the 
alarming figure of 33,000 annu-
al firearm deaths in the U.S. have 
infused the question of gun policy 
with renewed urgency and height-
ened political and social implica-
tions. As with many other issues, 
Clinton’s and Trump’s stances on 
gun control reflect starkly differ-
ent choices for America. Clinton’s 
moderately progressive stance calls 
for comprehensive background 
checks and closing the inter-
net sales and gun show loopholes. 
Trump supports the national right to 
carry and opposes expanding back-
ground checks and regulation of the 
type of firearms people may own.

Contrary to the sharp division 
of national rhetoric, many gun con-
trol measures garner a broad lev-
el of support. According to a Pew 
Research Center study published in 
August 2015, 85 percent of Amer-
icans favor expanded background 
checks, which includes 88 percent 
of Democrats and 79 percent of Re-
publicans. Furthermore, 79 percent 
support laws to prevent mentally ill 
people from purchasing guns and 70 
percent favor the creation of a fed-
eral database to track all gun sales.

In an effort to understand 
why this widespread support has 
not translated into legislative ac-
tion, I spoke with a handful of peo-
ple in the Walla Walla and Whit-
man communities whose unique 
experiences with the issue of 
guns and gun control may shed 
light on this complicated issue.

Guns: a way of life

For senior Isabel Mills, who 

grew up in Alaska and leads Whit-
man’s trap-shooting club, guns are 
an important part of life. Her family 
uses guns for trap and skeet shoot-
ing and hunting, and many of Mills’ 
extended family members get much 
of their food from what they hunt.

“It really has just been a way 
of life for me for a long time, to be 
around guns and to use them for 
practical purposes,” Mills said.

Mills’ family impressed upon 
her from an early age the impor-
tance of gun safety, a lesson she 
made sure to pass on to the mem-
bers of the trapshooting club.

“I was raised to be really re-
spectful toward guns,” Mills said. 
“As a leader of the trap shoot-
ing team, I try to show peo-
ple how important it is to always 
be thinking about [gun safety].”

For Mills, the Walla Wal-
la shooting range, where the 
trapshooting club practic-
es, is a home away from home.

“Going to the range, it’s 
a really comforting place for 
me to be because I’ve grown 
up around guns and around 
the atmosphere,” Mills said.

Mills explains that while many 
members of Walla Walla Shooting 
Sports (formerly the Walla Wal-
la Gun Club) hold views that don’t 
line up with her progressive politi-
cal views, she appreciates hearing 
another side of the conversation.

“I love being out there just 
for a change of perspective and to 
see how a lot of people in the Wal-
la Walla community feel about po-
litical issues and guns,” Mills said.

Whitman alum Bob Bloch 
‘69, who serves as secretary-
treasurer of Walla Walla Shoot-
ing Sports and works with 
young people like Mills to im-
prove their trap and skeet shoot-
ing, emphasizes the sports’ abili-
ty to teach important life lessons.
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For most Whitman stu-
dents, 2016 marks the first 
year they will be able to vote 
for president of the Unit-
ed States. However, for many 
seasoned American voters 
this year has been far from 
normal. Two candidates arose: 
one intelligent, driven, suc-
cessful, prepared candidate, 
and another with no experi-
ence in politics and an im-
maturity that would bring 
harm to our nation and oth-
ers. Donald Trump has repeat-
edly embarrassed our nation, 
offended myriad races, reli-
gions, body types and women. 

Hillary Clinton is the first 
female presidential nomi-
nee for a major political par-
ty, and she  is more than qual-
ified for the position.  Clin-
ton supports gun control, LG-
BTQ  rights, racial justice,  
clean energy and reform-
ing the criminal justice sys-
tem. Clinton’s policies are in-
finitely more progressive and 
full-formed than Trump’s. 

Hillary Clinton is an ac-
complished politician, first 
lady, lawyer and activist. 
Throughout the entirety of 
this trying election season, 
Clinton has repeatedly stood 
her ground and addressed is-
sues that affect Whitman 
students such as race, stu-
dent loans, the environment 
and education. The Whitman 
Wire enthusiastically endors-
es Hillary Clinton for pres-
ident of the United States. 

Those Whitman students 
who are registered in Walla Walla 
should also pay attention to what 
may be a watershed moment for 
Washington’s 5th congression-
al district. The district, which in-
cludes Walla Walla and most of the 
area east of it, has elected Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers for five con-
secutive terms, beginning in 2005. 

But McMorris Rodgers 
hitched herself to the wrong wag-
on when she “enthusiastically” en-
dorsed Donald Trump in May. She 
has maintained her support for 
America’s favorite snake-oil sales-
man throughout his near-constant 
scandals, and reaffirmed her en-
dorsement as recently as Oct. 
7, days after a videotape leaked 
which shows Trump bragging 
about sexually assaulting women. 

McMorris Rodgers only re-
ceived 42 percent of the vote in the 
primary, the lowest since her  orig-
inal primary win in Sept., 2004.

McMorris Rodgers’ peren-
nial opponent Joe Pakootas, born 
on the Colville Indian Reserva-
tion and former CEO of the Con-
federated Tribes of that reserva-
tion, has been a leader in East-
ern Washington even long-
er than McMorris Rodgers has 
held her seat, and in that time 
has championed important en-
vironmental and other causes. 

Pakootas has been en-
dorsed by the Young Democrats 
of Washington State, many Na-
tive American tribes from around 
the state and The Whitman Wire 
endorses Joe Pakootas for the 
5th district congressional seat.

The county commission 
wields a great deal of executive 
and legislative power in local gov-
ernment, holding responsibilities 
from crafting county policy and 
levying local taxes to administer-
ing county governmental servic-
es such as prisons, courts, public 
health oversight and public works. 

Jared Frerichs and Ran-
dal Son offer Whitman commu-
nity members the ability to put 
into action the ideals they val-
ue most–care for working class 
families, environmental protec-
tion, public health and safety, 
and transparency in government.

From his advocacy for the 
creation of livable wage jobs to 
improved public health through 
measures such as the expan-
sion of mental health services, in-
cluding building a detox cent-
er, Frerichs is dedicated to sup-
porting those groups most at risk 
in Walla Walla. Frerichs sup-
ports funding school resource of-
ficers to reach out to school stu-
dents who face the highest risk 
of being recruited into gangs. 

Randal Son, a Whitman alum 
and community leader with over 
40 years of  local experience. Son’s 
proven dedication to working fam-
ilies, sound fiscal policy, transpar-
ent, accessible government and re-
source conservation guarantee he 
will responsibly and effectively 
allocate the county’s tax revenue.

The Whitman Wire proud-
ly endorses Jared Frerichs 
and Randal Son for the Wal-
la Walla County Commission.

Democrat Gary Downing 
faces an uphill race in his at-
tempt to unseat incumbent, Re-
publican Terry Nealy. While 
Downing only gained 29 per-
cent of the votes in August’s pri-
mary, his presence in the State 
Legislature would bring a strong 
progressive voice to an increas-
ingly deadlocked Olympia. 

Nealy has consistently 
demonstrated an inability to un-
derstand the issues important 
to many in the Whitman com-
munity. He opposes raising the 
state minimum wage and one of 
his top priorities is the preserva-
tion of dams on the Snake Riv-
er. Both candidates support ad-
ditional funding for state edu-
cation, but only Downing sup-
ports progressive Sanders-
esque plans like closing tax 
loopholes for large corporations 
and overturning the Citizens 
United Supreme Court decision. 

Downing, who recently re-
tired after a lengthy career in 
public schools, served in the Air 
Force and has been involved in 
politics for more than 40 years. 
With endorsements from the 
Washington State Labor Coun-
cil and multiple local unions, he 
is the choice for voters worried 
about labor, wages and work-
ing conditions in Washington. 

Despite a conspicuous lack 
of dialogue from both sides re-
garding climate change, The 
Whitman Wire endorses Gary 
Downing to help advance a pro-
gressive agenda in Olympia. 
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As of Nov. 1, Democrats have 
a chance at gaining a majority in the 
Senate. In Pennsylvania, New Hamp-
shire, Missouri, Indiana, North Car-
olina and Nevada, it is currently un-
clear who will win. Association with 
the unpopular Republican Presiden-
tial Candidate Donald Trump could 
hurt the chances of these Republi-
can senators. However, the chanc-
es of Democratic senatorial candi-
dates could also be hurt by Demo-
cratic Presidential Candidate Hillary 
Clinton’s most recent email scan-
dal too. Eight races will likely decide 
whether Democrats can take back 
control of the senate. While Republi-
cans could win all of those races and 
maintain their current status, the rest 
of the campaign season would have 
to go more or less perfectly for them.

HINDSIGHT by GEORGIA LYON & CHRISTY CARLEY
News Editors

Source: NPRSource:  The New York Times Source: NPR

President Obama announced on 
Tuesday Nov. 1, that the Army Corps 
of Engineers is looking into poten-
tially altering the route of the Dako-
ta Access Pipeline. Over 100 people 
were arrested last week as clashes 
between protesters and law enforce-
ment continue. Obama stated that he 
hopes to “let it play out for several 
more weeks and determine whether 
or not this can be resolved in a way 
that I think is properly attentive to 
the traditions of the first Americans.” 
The president of the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe expressed confidence in 
Obama’s plans, while Vicki Grana-
do, a spokeswoman for the company 
building the pipeline, said that she 
is unaware of any plans to reroute, 
and expects to receive the support 
of the federal government to contin-
ue pipeline construction as planned. 

Source: NPR 

Election officials double 
check equipment

Source: NPR

Money flows to down-ticket 
Republicans

Army Corps of Engineers examines 
possible rerouting of pipeline

KKK endorses Trump

Donors are choosing to give 
more money to Republican down-
ticket races in the final days lead-
ing up the election. Disclosures that 
the Federal Election Commission 
released showed that tens of mil-
lions of dollars of last-minute dona-
tions were going to Republican Rep-
resentatives and Senators in an at-
tempt to keep the Republican par-
ty in control of Congress. In the 
month of October, Republican Pres-
idential Candidate Donald Trump 
had not contributed any money to 
his own campaign. This is unusual 
given that he has averaged two mil-
lion-dollars-per-month in the past. 
Currently, Trump’s campaign only 
has one-fourth the amount of mon-
ey that the Clinton campaign does. 
It seems that most of the Republican 
establishment has abandoned Trump.

On Oct. 24, the presiden-
tial campaigns of Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump swiftly object-
ed to AT&T’s 85.4 billion dollar 
merger with Time Warner. Both 
thought that this merger would al-
low AT&T to monopolize the tel-
ecommunications industry. Dem-
ocratic Vice Presidential Candi-
date Tim Kaine criticized it for 
being too concentrated and harm-
ful to competition. Similarly, at 
a rally, Republican Presidential 
Nominee Donald Trump claimed 
his administration would reject 
the deal because it concentrated 
too much power. Former Demo-
cratic Presidential Candidate and 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders 
called for the Obama Administra-
tion to prevent the deal because it 
would limit the choices of Amer-
ican consumers. Some Congress 
members expressed concern too. 

Students react to banners condemning 
sexual assault policy

Two large posters, “Whitman 
Only Punishes Victims” and 
“It Has Been 3 Days Since 

The Last Reported Rape” in red 
letters were hung up on the ten-
nis courts on Fall Visitors Day.

On Wednesday Oct. 26, the 
Associated Students of Whit-
man College (ASWC) spon-
sored an event that gave stu-
dents time to talk about the post-
ers. In this event, titled “Space 
to Talk About Whitman & Ti-
tle IX” event, Director of Stu-
dent Success and Disability Ser-
vices Rebecca Frost moderat-
ed the discussion of the posters. 
There was a consensus at the event 
that the posters re-traumatized 
many sexual assault survivors.

While the person responsi-
ble for hanging the posters re-
mains anonymous, many agreed 
that the person seemed very angry 
with how sexual assault is handled 
at Whitman. The responses to the 
posters varied, but many strug-
gled to understand the person’s 
motives for putting the posters up.

The hanging of the post-
ers highlighted Whitman’s lack 
of a space where people from 

across the Whitman communi-
ty can discuss sexual assault safe-
ly. One potential problem with es-
tablishing that space is encour-
aging survivors to participate in 
these conversations without com-
pelling them against their will.

Survivor and Panhellenic 
president junior Molly Unsworth, 
who works as a sexual violence 
prevention intern, knows well how 
difficult it is to find this balance.

“I think that is important 
to not feel silenced but also to 
feel like you’re not dragged into 
conversations that you don’t 
want to have,” Unsworth said.

Many survivors felt that 
the posters managed to both 
drag survivors into the conver-
sation while silencing them.

“As a survivor—I feel like 
I would love to be able to par-
ticipate in this conversation, 
but the way this banner was 
put up just made me feel like 
I wanted to go home and go 
back to bed,” Unsworth said.

Junior Dan Lovato, another 
survivor, agreed that the posters 
re-traumatized many survivors. 
He spoke directly to the anony-
mous person about how their ac-
tions disempowered survivors.

“Great job ... using fear tac-

tics and actively discouraging vic-
tims of sexual assault on this cam-
pus from coming forward, while 
simultaneously reminding eve-
ry victim on this campus of their 
own respective assaults,” Lo-
vato said in a Facebook status.

Survivors were not the 
only ones who expressed con-
cerns with the posters. Many 
administrators and students 
who have been working ac-
tively to prevent sexual assault 
were frustrated by the display.

“If the way the posters were 
presented detracted from the actu-
al message about sexual assault on 
campus, [then] I think that who-
ever put them up was very negli-
gent in thinking about the feel-
ings of survivors on campus and 
those who have been involved in 
the Title IX process at the school,” 
Student Academic Advisor soph-
omore Lauren Wilson said.

“Because the demonstration 
was anonymous, it makes it dif-
ficult for conversation to hap-
pen. And that’s not even conver-
sation within the administration, 
but also conversation among stu-
dents ... A lot of the students’ frus-
tration was that the banners si-
lenced an opportunity to have a 
conversation about sexual vio-

lence prevention, education [and] 
support on campus,” Frost said.

The administration should 
not be sheltered from criticisms 
on its handling of sexual assault, 
yet many seemed to feel present-
ing these criticisms in such a 
public space was inappropriate.

“I think [sexual assault] de-

serves to be talked about. It de-
serves people to be angry about 
it. The administration needs 
to be getting asked hard ques-
tions, but I don’t think necessari-
ly think that those are the larger, 
broader, public questions we need 
to bring to the entire campus be-
cause I don’t really think they 
are productive,” Unsworth said.

Although many students and 
administrators seemed to agree 
that the posters did more harm 

than good, fewer had ideas on 
how to have constructive conver-
sations about sexual assault with-
in the Whitman community. It is 
challenging to establish spaces 
for this discussion because no one 
wants to re-traumatize survivors.

“I think we need more spac-
es to talk about sexual violence 
in a constructive way at a whole 
campus-wide level because I 
know that conversations hap-
pen on an individual level, but 
those aren’t necessarily going to 
change anything ... It’s a chal-
lenge to figure out how to have 
those conversations with the pop-
ulation at large, especially con-
sidering the mental well-be-
ing of survivors,” junior Resi-
dent Assistant Kiana Henny said.

Whether survivors choose to 
participate in these conversations, 
it is important to have these con-
versations as a way of acknowl-
edging survivors pain. With this 
support, it may be easier for them 
to begin the process of healing.

“Validation of a person’s 
pain is probably the most critical 
piece for those who have experi-
enced sexual violence, harassment 
or discrimination to start a heal-
ing process ... That comes through 
support systems,” Frost said.

by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

On Nov. 2, The Crusader, a 
newspaper that has traditionally 
been affiliated with white pride 
and the Ku Klux Klan, endorsed 
Republican Presidential Candi-
date Donald Trump. The Trump 
campaign denounced the endorse-
ment and said that the message of 
hate promoted by The Crusader 
did not represent Trump’s support-
ers. However, the support of white 
supremacists has been a persistent 
problem for the Trump campaign, 
with renowned white suprema-
cists such as David Duke putting 
their support behind Trump. In 
the primary election, Trump him-
self failed to reject the support 
of white supremacists, which en-
ergized many in alt-right online 
communities and white suprem-
acists groups. Some members of 
these groups are now trying to 
organize poll watching efforts.

Democrats could take back 
Senate

The two posters reading, “Whitman Only Punishes Victims” and “It Has Been 3 Days Since The Last Reported Rape” that were anonymously posted on Fall Visitors Day.  Photos by Tywen Kelly.

“I think that it is 
important not to feel 
silenced but also to feel 
like you’re not dragged 
into conversations you 
don’t want to have.”
Molly Unsworth ‘18
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On Monday Oct. 26, Wen-
dy Hernandez, a local im-
migration lawyer, came to 

talk to the Borders as Methods 
group on campus. With Associ-
ate Dean for Intercultural Affairs 
and Chief Diversity Officer Kazi 
Joshua acting as facilitator, an 
hour-long discussion on immigra-
tion was held. With this election 
containing some of the most po-
larizing and unpopular nominees 
in history, their stances on im-
migration were analyzed by the 
impact they would have locally.

Hernandez is not as con-
cerned as many residents in 
the Hispanic community who 
fear deportation. She doesn’t 
believe that significant im-
migration reform will oc-
cur under the next president.

“On the one hand, I’m [prob-
ably not] as panicked as most 
people who think about this 
stuff because I think, well, no 
matter whose been in power we 
haven’t really had any signifi-
cant changes in immigration law 
since 2001,” Hernandez said.

Trump and Clinton have tak-
en oppositional approaches to im-
migration in this election. Trump 
has infamously called for a wall 
on the border between the Unit-

ed States and Mexico and for 
mass deportations. Meanwhile, 
Clinton has called for immi-
gration reform including immi-
grant protection from deportation 
and cleared paths to citizenship.

Hernandez claims that the 
president doesn’t have as much 
power to change immigration 
as the public is led to believe.

“The president really doesn’t 
have a whole lot to do with immi-
gration. I mean, if they [had fol-
lowed through on] their campaign 
promises we would have had im-
migration reform years ago. 
There have been pro immigra-
tion reform presidents, it hasn’t 
happened,” Hernandez said.

According to Hernandez, 
there is currently a lot of fear sur-
rounding the current election and 
immigration status for the His-
panic community of Walla Wal-

la if Trump becomes President.
“In Walla Walla right now, 

in the Hispanic communi-
ty, I think it’s safe for me to say 
that there is a lot of fear. Peo-
ple are really nervous...I kinda 
don’t think it’s quite as bad as it 
sounds. But I understand the fear. 
It’s for real,” Hernandez said.

Junior Cassandra Ote-
ro is currently intern-
ing at Hernandez’s down-
town Walla Walla office.

“The idea was just to get 
some community leaders to talk 
about diverse perspectives about 
the situation in Walla Walla and 
the national situation, but like I 
work with Wendy [and] I thought 
just concentrating on her narra-
tive and her experiences ... turned 
out really well,” Otero said.

Joshua gave closing state-
ments about the state of immi-
gration in the United States. 
He viewed immigration as the 
closing of the American heart.

“I see it as the closing of 
the American heart. If you turn 
away children who are most 
likely going to die ... we’ve 
closed our hearts. And it real-
ly speaks to what kind of a na-
tion we’re becoming. What be-
comes of a nation that turns its 
back on children? And is there 
ever a way as a nation to re-
cover from that?” Joshua said.

by Elizabeth Friedman
Staff Reporter

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.

ADVERTISEMENT

Whitman discusses immigration

Borders as Methods Hosts Students in the Glover Alverston Center to discuss the 
presidential candidates immigration policies.  Photo by Samarah Uribe.

Recently, two new study 
abroad programs were ap-
proved by the Off Cam-

pus Studies office. The two new 
programs will be a yearlong pro-
gram in Munich, Germany and a 
semester computer science pro-
gram in Budapest, Hungary. The 
addition of these two programs 
is part of a review process that 
the Office Campus Studies Of-
fice has recently been undertaking.

Director of Off Campus 
Studies, Susan Holme, said that 
the office wanted to do this re-
view in order to get faculty mem-
bers opinion on where Off Cam-
pus Studies could be improved.

“[W]e got some excellent sug-
gestions from faculty about are-
as where we could have strong-
er offerings,” Holme said.

The AIT Budapest program  
will be the first study abroad pro-
gram here at Whitman that will 
have a serious focus on computer 
science. Computer science is still 
not a major, however, so the pro-
cess for anyone planning to study 
there will be different than most. 
They will be the only students who 
have an exception to the rule that 
all students must have declared 
their major before going abroad.

According to Associate Profes-
sor of Computer Science, Janet Da-
vis, the program has a dual focus.

“The way AIT was designed 
is that it really has two pillars of 
strength. One is theoretical com-
puter science, which is heavily 
based in mathematics ... The other 
real pillar of strength is IT Entre-
preneurship. The program founder, 
Gábor Bojár, is an IT entrepreneur–
his company back in the 1980s 
built one of the first computer aid-
ed drafting programs,” Davis said.

Because the program fo-
cuses on more entrepreneur-
ship and on a more technical edu-
cation instead of the purely aca-
demic focus that Whitman cours-
es offer, Davis thought students 
would be able to get a new per-
spective by studying abroad.

“One of the reasons you 
study off campus is to have dif-
ferent experiences than the ex-

periences we offer here at Whit-
man. It’s one semester out of eight, 
the courses we offer here at Whit-
man are going to remain aca-
demically focused,” Davis said.  

The Year of Study in Mu-
nich, on the other hand, will pro-
vide a more intense language ex-
perience for German speakers. 
The other German programs all 
have a lesser German require-
ment than this program—it re-
quires each student to have 4 se-
mesters worth of German. Students 
will need it, however, as they will 
directly enroll in courses at the lo-
cal university in addition to the 
course they will take at the center.

Assistant Professor of Ger-
man Studies and Environmen-
tal Humanities, Emily Jones, rec-
ognizes the worry students have 
about graduating on time if they 
decide to study abroad. She be-
lieves that this program will allow 
for many students from different 
majors to be attend this program.

“A lot of students are hesitant 
to study abroad because it seems 
like taking a semester off from their 
major or if major’s courses aren’t 
available in a particular sequence 
then it can be a problem. This is 
particularly difficult for students 
in the sciences,” Jones said. “What 
is really great about the Munich 
program is that they offer cours-
es at the ... technical school in Mu-
nich which have science and en-
gineering courses many of which 
are also available in English.”

In fact, Jones believes this 
program is such an excellent pro-
gram that it will soon become the 
model for all other study abroad 
programs offered by Whitman.

“It’s really a great pro-
gram. I think it has the poten-
tial to be the gold standard for 
off campus studies,” Jones said.

According to Holme, there 
will be three new programs an-
nounced this December. She hopes 
that by adding these new programs, 
they will make studying abroad 
easier for students of all majors.

“We want as many Whitman 
students as possible to study off 
campus and to enhance their glob-
al education while they’re at Whit-
man–we think it’s a really im-
portant part of students’ four-
year education,” Holme said.

Off Campus Studies 
announces two new 
partner programs

Junior Taylor Salaguinto (foreground) discusses the new year-long study aborad 
Program in Munich at The German House.  Photo by Caroline Arya Ashford

by ELEANOR MATSON & 
CHRISTY CARLEY
Staff Reporter

“I think that it is safe for 
me to say that there 
is a lot of fear. People 
are really nervous, but 
I kinda don’t think 
it’s quite as bad as it 
sounds.”
Wendy Hernandez
Walla Walla Immigration Lawyer

Weighing in on 
Whitman’s food waste

This past week, student rep-
resentatives from the 
Campus Climate Coali-

tion (CCC) and the ASWC Sus-
tainability Committee, as well 
as a sustainability fellow from 
Bon Appétit organized “Weigh 
the Waste” events at Prent-
iss and Jewett dining halls.

All the food that students 
threw out in Prentiss and Jew-
ett was weighed and the total 
waste was reported back to the 
students at the end of the meal. 
“Weigh the Waste” is an activi-
ty designed to catch the attention 
of students who otherwise might 
not realize how much food they 
throw away. The numbers from 
the event are startling–245 stu-
dents ate at Prentiss for dinner on 
Tuesday night, with a total of 38.2 
lbs of waste from their plates. 
This comes out to around .15 lbs 
of waste per student at Prentiss. 
On Wednesday, 167 students ate 
at Jewett and there was around 
20 lbs of waste from plates. This 
is around .12 lbs per person. Any 
leftover food from the kitch-
en that was thrown out, collec-
tively referred to as the “back-
house waste,” was also weighed. 
The backhouse waste at Prentiss 
for one day last week totaled 90 
lbs. All the food that gets thrown 
out in the dining halls stays in the 
trash, eventually making its way 
to the landfill in Walla Walla.

Maggie Kraft, a fellow for 
Bon Appétit, was present at the 
Weigh the Waste event. Kraft’s 
job as a fellow involves trave-
ling around to different col-
lege campuses that use Bon Ap-
pétit meal plans. She works 
with student groups on cam-
pus to put forth events and ma-
terials that raise student aware-

ness of sustainability and oth-
er food related issues such as 
animal welfare, farm work-
er’s rights and climate change.

“[Weigh the Waste events] 
are to raise awareness, just so stu-
dents are more aware as they take 
food for themselves, [of] what’s 
left at the end of the night. It’s 
hard to see it when it all goes into 
a trash can, it’s just not visible,” 
Kraft said. “For the most part, 
people don’t have much waste, 
but the point is that it does all 
add up. It’s just good to be cog-
nizant of what you are taking.”

Food waste constitutes be-
tween 30 and 40 percent of all 
food in the United States, and the 
food that doesn’t get composted 
goes to a landfill. Once the food 
is in the landfill, it decomposes 
and produces methane gas which 
is a greenhouse gas incredibly 
detrimental to the environment. 
One way to avoid the methane 
gas is to compost leftover food.

Lydia Petroske, member of 
the ASWC Sustainability Com-
mittee and leader of Campus Cli-
mate Coalition mentioned com-
post facilities as a solution far-
ther off in the future, but not 
something to rely on currently.

“The landfill’s only five 
miles away, and there hasn’t 
been a big push to have indus-
trial composting in Walla Wal-
la,” Petroske said. “Whitman 
isn’t necessarily able or desir-
ing currently to have a large 
compost facility on campus.”

While Whitman has 

had various small compost-
ers in the past, all have been 
based on student initiative.

ASWC Sustainability and 
Campus Climate Coalition are 
looking for other ways to use 
the leftover food, and one way 
they’ve found is a establishing a 
Food Recovery Network at Whit-
man. At many college campus-
es across the U.S. Bon Appétit 
has partnered with this non prof-
it to help distribute the leftover 
meals in their dining halls. Cam-
puses with a Food Recovery Net-
work have volunteers collect all 
the uneaten meals from the kitch-
en, for example full pizzas that 
were not eaten by the students. 
The food is transported in bins 
to local organizations like home-
less shelters or senior centers.

Margo Heffron, part of the 
team on Campus Climate Coali-
tion helping to set up the Food Re-
covery Network, talked about why 
she wants a chapter at Whitman.

“We would donate the 
food so it goes to a good cause 
and gets eaten, and so it’s 
not going to a landfill,” Hef-
fron said. “Hopefully we can 
start doing this next semester.”

There are many ways stu-
dents can become involved in 
making sure Whitman’s food is  
disposed of in a sustainable way. 
Members of ASWC Sustainabili-
ty and CCC suggested having stu-
dents walk to the organic garden 
to compost their food there, and 
remembering to be mindful when 
you are being served food to only 
take as much as you can really eat.

For those interested in learn-
ing more about the topic of food 
waste and how companies and 
restaurants manage leftover food 
sustainably, the documenta-
ry Food Savers will be screened 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Anderson 
Lounge this Thursday, Oct. 3.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter 

A student eats food (left); signs show the amount of food wasted during dinner at Prentiss Dining Hall (right). Photo by Credit 
James Baker

“It’s just good to be 
cognizant of what you 
are taking.”
Maggie Kraft
Fellow for Bon Appetit
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Stepping into the Stevens 
Gallery in Reid, one is faced 
with an interesting set of 

images and writings. To the left, 
pieces of poster paper are taped 
to the wall, each one with a short 
statement. To the right, portraits 
of Whitman students, each one 
holding their respective piece 
of paper, allow viewers to con-
nect the quote to individual stu-
dents. Amidst these, three emp-
ty frames hang, while opposite 
them, a mirror hangs. Togeth-
er, they ask the viewer to con-
sider, “Who are you? Where 
is your place at Whitman?”

“I Too Am Whitman” stems 
from a similar campaign that 
started at Harvard Universi-
ty in 2014. The original cam-
paign consisted of a blog on Tum-
blr, containing portraits of in-
dividual colored students from 
Harvard. Each individual faced 
the camera, holding up a white-
board sharing a part of their ex-
periences as a colored student. 
The Whitman gallery in Reid 
follows in this theme, but opens 
up the project to the whole stu-
dent body, including people of 
all ethnicities, religions, sexual-
ities, genders and more. A short 
film, also titled “I Too Am Whit-
man,” supplements the still pho-
tos in the gallery. The film uses 
interviews with students to learn 
more about their individual ex-
periences at Whitman and the 
role their identity has had in 
shaping that experience. It will 

premiere on Monday, Nov. 7.  
Maggi Banderas and Adam 

Kirtley of the Intercultural Cent-
er were two figures that sup-
ported this project, but main-
tained the project was truly a 
project by and for the students.

“It’s been important to us 
through the process to have this 
really be a student led and fo-
cused initiative,” Kirtley said.

Because of this, their in-
dividual roles have been fairly 
hands off, focusing primarily on 
providing support and infrastruc-
ture to students working on the 
project. Kirtley and Banderas em-
phasized the role this project has 
in raising awareness of different 
marginalized voices on campus.

“Especially at predominant-
ly white institutions, a lot of 
those voices, marginalized stu-
dents...are not presented as part 
of the same experience and that’s 
where a lot of those microaggres-
sions happen,” Banderas said.

The two acknowledged that 
this project, even with the gal-
lery and film, would not lead 
to any final answers. But for 
them, that’s not the point. The 
goal is to bring an awareness 
to the campus about these is-
sues and start a conversation.

As Banderas said, “We’re 
not wanting to say, okay we’ve 
talked about it, it’s done. 
It’s rather an ongoing pro-
cess and awareness that we’re 
hoping comes from this.”

Laurinda Nyarko, a sopho-
more, was one student that took 
part in the project. Nyarko, who 
is Ghanian, used the platform 

to make a statement about stu-
dents of color that speak English. 
This came from her experience 
being told her English was re-
markably good, despite have spo-
ken the language her whole life.

Although Nyarko hadn’t 
previously known about the 
“I Too Am Harvard” move-
ment, she was drawn to the 
unique way it allowed stu-
dents to express themselves.

“It’s a different way for your 
voice to be heard or for you to ad-
dress certain issues or certain ste-
reotypes that people have placed 
on certain people,” Nyarko said.

Nyarko also noted the val-
ue in the project’s ability to make 
others aware of the privileg-
es they experience in their own 
lives, specifically commenting 
on the experiences of interna-
tional students and how appreci-
ative they were to be at Whitman.

Like Banderas and Kirt-
ley, Nyarko focused on the 
positive long-term effects 
of this project at Whitman.

“It will raise aware-
ness for certain issues and 
further certain discussions 
on campus,” Nyarko said.

The portraits will stay up 
in Stevens Gallery until Nov. 5, 
and the accompanying film will 
premiere at 7:00 p.m. on Nov. 7, 
in Kimball Auditorium. While 
the gallery may only be at Whit-
man for a short while, its contin-
uation of the “I Too Am” move-
ment is an important contri-
bution that prolongs an impor-
tant conversation about race and 
inclusion across the country.

by MISSY GERLACH
Staff Reporter

“I Too Am Whitman” gives voice to 
marginalized students, identities

Photos of Whitman students posing with statements on their identity cover the 
walls of Stevens Gallery in Reid Campus Center.  Photos by Caroline Ashford Arya.

“Noises  Off”  

The Michael Frayn-penned 
farce, “Noises Off” will com-
mence a new season of theat-

rical productions for the Little The-
atre of Walla Walla, and it looks to 
start the season off with a bang.

The play premieres Friday, 
Nov. 4, with another show on Nov. 
5. The play will then run Friday-
Sunday on the following two week-
ends, including additional mati-
nee shows on both Saturday dates.

The play, directed by Cher-
yl Sutlick and Robert G. Randall 
(the latter of whom also works at the 
Whitman College Bookstore), fea-
tures a cast of nine, six of whom play 
two different parts. The reason for the 
part-sharing is simple; the comedy 
features two separate storylines, one 
being the play-within-a-play, and the 
other being said play’s “backstage,” 
where the cast portrays the produc-
tion’s “real” actors and actresses.

This is the first farce Sutlick 
and Randall have directed, though 
the pair have previously worked on 
musicals, comedies and mysteries, 
among others. “Noises Off” has been 
a unique experience for the pair.

“[The play] is a huge lesson for 
me in patience,” Sutlick said. “I’m 
very obsessive, and everything has 
to go perfect–but it’s not going per-
fect, that’s the nature of the show.”

Sutlick had not been involved 
with any prior production of “Nois-
es Off.” Randall had previous-
ly acted in a Little Theatre pro-
duction 20 years ago, an experi-
ence he recalls being far less tax-
ing than his current endeavors.

“It’s one of my very all 
time favorite plays, but its much 
more fun to be on that [front] 
side of the stage,” Randall said.

The prospect of portraying both 
frontstage and backstage of a fic-
tional play, while said play is in pro-
gress, has resulted in numerous tech-
nical challenges. While larger theat-
ers often have rotating stages, allow-
ing plays like “Noises Off” to easily 
shift between two different settings, 
the Little Theatre has no such luxury. 
Thus, between each act of the play, a 
team of eight must deconstruct the 
entire set and assemble another in 
a period of ten minutes, transform-
ing the setting completely from the 
play-within-a-play to the backstage.

For about 20 minutes of Act Two, 
all action in the play occurs through 
pantomime; blocking this section 

took, by Sutlick and Randall’s stand-
ards, an exceptional period of time.

“It’s like we’re choreo-
graphing a dance,” Sutlick said. 
“We’d spend two hours do-
ing five minutes of the show.”

Despite the challenges, the re-
hearsals seem to have been rath-
er enjoyable. Kathryn Bogley 
‘15, who plays Brooke Ashton 
and Vicki in the play, spoke 
fondly of the two directors.

“I haven’t worked with 
teams of directors very often, 
but there’s so much to keep track 
of, I think they really appreci-
ate each other,” Kathryn said.

Bogley currently works as an 
Admissions Officer for Whitman 
and is performing her roles for the 
second time after previously per-
forming in a production at the col-
lege. She is also acting alongside her 
mother Shauna Bogley ‘83, who is 
not only also a Whitman alumna, but 
has also been in a prior production 
of “Noises Off” nearly 30 years ago.

“I think we just kind of treat 
each other as companion actors in-
stead of mother and daughter,” 
Shauna said. “It’s fun because we 
can...help each other run lines and 
things, and since we’ve both been 
in the show before we know what 
the other one needs for...practicing.”

While both actresses have 
performed in prior Little Thea-
tre productions, this is the first 
time the two have shared the 
stage, though they have per-
formed together in musicals at the 
Fort Walla Walla Amphitheater.

As for “Noises Off,” both 
actresses were eager to re-
visit the play, and both found 
a lot of enjoyment doing so.

“I like the fast pace of this 
show,” Shauna said. “It’s a chal-
lenge–and so I love that challenge–
and comedy is always challenging.”

The two directors are eager for 
visitors to see the new production.

“If anything could ever go 
wrong in a show, you’re gonna 
see it in this show,” Sutlick said. 
“There’s jealousy, anger, any-
thing you could think of, manipula-
tion, everything...Act Two is the ul-
timate chaos you could ever see.”

“In this day and age...laugh-
ter is the greatest thing you can 
possibly have,” Randall said, 
“and this show is non-stop.”

The opening night gala for 
“Noises Off” will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 4, with the 
play premiering at 7:30 p.m. 

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

“Art of the Deal” 
movie mocks 

Trump’s crass side

Political humor is at its 
most bizarre in the Funny 
or Die production, “Don-

ald Trump’s The Art of the 
Deal: The Movie.” The film, re-
leased on Feb. 10, 2016, is a par-
ody that highlights the absurd-
ity and crudeness that has come 
with this year’s controversial Re-
publican presidential candidate.

The film is a movie-within-
a-movie, advertised as a “lost” 
film originally made by Trump.

The movie centers around 
Trump’s desire to make a deal 
with Merv Griffin to buy the Taj 
Mahal Casino and Resort in At-
lantic City. Throughout the mov-
ie, a young boy sits in Trump’s 
office with him and the scenes 
switch in and out of the pre-
sent, as Trump tells the boy 
about his successes in the past, 
while trying to negotiate the 
Taj Mahal deal in the present.

The film is divided into 
chapters. Examples include 
“Chapter 2: The Art of Defeat-
ing Totally Bogus Discrimina-
tion Lawsuits” and “Chapter 5: 
The Art of Marrying a Gorgeous 
Immigrant.” It also features 
“Trump cards” with titles such 
as “Use Your Leverage,” “Fight 
Back” and “Know Your Market.”

Johnny Depp stars as Trump 
in the film, proving surprisingly 
accurate in appearance and man-
nerisms, even down to the accent.

Trump’s language is simpli-
fied even more than it is in real 

life, but not to a point where it 
becomes unbelievable. For ex-
ample, his explanation for why 
the Hilton family failed to get 
into the casino business is sim-
ple: “They were too stupid.”

The film also includes many 
stilted arguments between Trump 
and others that are filled with 
jabs and insults, as well as short, 
clipped, back-and-forth sentences 
that capture Trump’s style of ar-
gument and his willingness to en-
gage in petty fights. They reflect 
the real-life Trump the public has 
witnessed throughout the debates.

Some elements in the mov-
ie are notably cringe-worthy, 
and whether or not that is a good 
thing is debatable. There is a 
generous amount of crass hu-
mor, and there is no shortage of 
rude or  gross comments made by 
Trump regarding women and sex. 
While some may argue that taste-
less humor is essential to cap-
ture Trump’s disregard for oth-
ers, it may also deter some au-
dience members from watching 
the whole film. This element of 
raunchiness is, however, espe-
cially relevant considering recent 
revelations regarding Trump’s 
objectification of women.

Trump’s hypocrisy and gen-
eral ridiculousness is captured 
particularly in how he treats Ivana 
Trump, his at-the-time wife, 
played by Michaela Watkins. His 
rudeness and dismissiveness to-
ward her is at an appalling lev-
el, even as he keeps claiming 
that he thinks Ivana is great. He 
repeatedly silences her any time 

she starts to speak, and makes 
repugnant comments about her 
even while she is in the room. 
Such display of their relation-
ship is effective in making fun 
of Trump, but a concern is that it 
may be a bit insensitive to Ivana.

The movie has a rath-
er confused ending; perhaps 
the makers of the film were not 
quite sure how to end it. It re-
mains up to the viewer to de-
cide what the ending means, if 
it does indeed mean anything.

A person craving comedy in 
this time of a disheartening elec-
tion season may wish to take a 
look at “Donald Trump’s The Art 
of the Deal,” as it not only makes 
fun of Trump but also accurate-
ly portrays his faults, which need 
not be exaggerated too much in 
the film since they are already 
exaggerated in real life. How-
ever, viewers should be aware 
that the 50 minutes of fun dur-
ing the movie may turn into de-
spair when the movie comes to 
an end and the realization that 
the potential future president of 
the United States portrayed in 
the movie is just as outrageous 
in reality as he is in the movie.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

kicks off new season 
for Little Theatre

ADVERTISEMENT

Illustration byClaire Revere

“[Depp’s portrayal] 
reflect[s] the real-life 
Trump the public has 
witnessed throughout 
the debates.”
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Whitman Women’s Golf #2 in Country

Two weeks ago at the 2016 
Whitworth Invitation-
al, the Whitman wom-

en’s golf team dominated their 
NWC competition, earning them-
selves the No. 2 spot in the nation 
within Division III varsity golf.

Heading into the tournament, 
Whitman sat at a No. 8 standing, 
which was quickly altered with the 
stellar performances of all team 
members, including that of sopho-
more Shiyang Fan, who received an 
individual medal for her weekend 
statistics. Additionally, Fan was 
nominated as last week’s North-
west Conference Student-Athlete 
of the Week, a well deserved title.

When asked about the team’s 
accomplishment, senior cap-
tain Lou Points was especial-
ly vocal about her excitement 
post competition, stating, “It’s 
such an honor to be a part of this 

#2 ranked team. I’ve never been 
more proud of a group of women.”

Continuing on, Points men-
tioned the new team dynamic and 
projected expectations of future 
success, stating, “The team is very 
young and I think that has brought 
so much energy to our dynamic, 
which makes each of us work hard-
er and push each other through eve-
ry practice and every tournament.”

This year’s squad has grown 
by three with the addition of first 
years Ally Collier, Kacey God-
win and Hannah Roh all hailing 
from Washington and Colorado. 
“[The] first years add such a fun 
aspect to the team,” Points went 
on to say. “They keep me and [fel-
low captain] Phoebe on our toes 
and since we know they look up to 
us...in every aspect of college, we 
work that much harder [to] set an 
example for them to follow. I real-
ly wish I could be here throughout 
their college career to watch them 
grow because I know they will do 

great things on and off the course!”
Further proving their signif-

icance to the team, Roh and God-
win placed thirteenth and sixth at 
the NWC Willamette Classic ear-
lier in the season, according to the 
Whitman athletics tournament re-
port. Resident Whitman Athlet-
ics Sports Communication Di-
rector, Gregg Petcoff covered the 
Classic, stating, “The Fall Clas-
sic is the first of the league’s three 
‘majors’ that determine the NWC 
champion in the spring. Whit-
man [overall] placed four golf-
ers in the top 10 of the final stand-
ings and combined with Fox to 
populate nine of the initial 11 
spots on that final leaderboard.”

Leading up to the Whit-
worth Invitational, Golfstat.com 
released Whitman’s standing as 
No.7 in the nation “after captur-
ing  their season-opening tourna-
ment (Lutes Invitational), [and] 
earning the runner-up spot in both 
the Culturame Classic and North-

west Conference Fall Classic.”  
Though the success of the 2016 

women’s golf team is expected, 
there is no doubt that being ranked 
second in the nation, winning in-
dividual awards and the prospect 
of a continued bright future are 
all worthy of proper celebration.

“I feel especially grate-
ful to be [a] captain because I 
get to lead each of these wom-
en not only in golf but eve-
rything else in their [lives],” 
Points mentioned when asked 
about any final thoughts on her 
team’s accomplishments thus far.

“That has made me so 
much closer with them and 
my experience this season has 
been the best,” noted Points.

Under the strong leadership of 
Lou and Phoebe, Whitman wom-
en’s golf can only improve from 
here. Be sure to catch this group 
of amazing young women in the 
spring as they take on the sec-
ond half of the 2016-2017 season.

After three months of a shirt-
less J.R. Smith celebrating 
the city of Cleveland’s first 

National Basketball Association 
championship, the NBA season has 
finally arrived. The NBA offsea-
son featured several huge signings 
and draft selections that will alter 
the landscape of the league for sev-
eral years. However, most believe 
that the Golden State Warriors’ 
signing of superstar forward Kevin 
Durant makes them the favorites 
to win the 2017 championship.

The 2016 offseason was his-
toric in terms of spending as it saw 
the largest increase in NBA salary 
cap ever. A new nine-year, $24 bil-
lion television deal with ESPN and 
Turner has raised the annual NBA 
salary cap from $70 million in 
2015-16 to $94 million for 2016-17. 
As a result, free agency was a high-
est bidder driven free-for-all. Ag-
ing players like Timofey Mozgov 
and Joe Johnson received contracts 
that would have been close to max-
imum contracts last year. Howev-
er, if the cap rapidly increases the 
next few years, these multi-year 
contracts will look like bargains.

While one of the three peren-
nial contenders in Golden State, 
Cleveland and San Antonio will 
likely win the 2017 champion-
ship, their paths to glory may have 
more roadblocks than ever before. 
These obstacles mainly come in 
the form of traditional challeng-
ers like the Los Angeles Clip-
pers and the Toronto Raptors, but 
several younger teams may dis-
rupt the league’s stagnant pow-
er dynamics of the past few years.

Two teams expected to have 
the highest increases in success 
this season are the Boston Celt-
ics and the Utah Jazz. After losing 
role players Evan Turner and Jared 
Sullinger to free agency, the Celtics 
revamped last year’s 48-34 record 
team by signing four time All Star 
center Al Horford, and selecting 
electric Cal Berkeley forward Jay-
len Brown third overall in the draft.

“First off, I want to say my ex-
citement level, between one and 
10, I’m about a 12 now. I’m hap-
py to be here and I’m gonna go to 
war for this city,” Brown said when 
he was drafted. “I’m going to play 
with a lot of passion and leave 
it all on the floor every night.”

The additions of Horford and 
Brown should propel the Celtics 
to a potential second seed East-
ern Conference finish and a legiti-
mate chance to dethrone Cleveland 
in the Eastern Conference Finals.

The Utah Jazz, a team that 
finished with a 40-42 record sea-
son, missed the playoffs large-
ly due to an abundance of inju-
ries to key players. With a healthy 
team and the continued develop-
ment of emerging stars, such as de-
fensive menace Rudy Gobert and 
three-point ace Rodney Hood, the 
Utah Jazz are expected to finish as 
a fourth or fifth seed in the West-
ern Conference. With their defen-
sive supremacy and deep roster, 
fans should not be surprised if the 
Jazz manages to upset a playoff 
stalwart like the Clippers or Griz-
zlies in the first or second round.

“[The Jazz are] a little bit of a 
fashionable pick...obviously there 
have been some shifts with some 
players changing teams,” Jazz 
Head Coach Quin Snyder said. 
“But I think it’s still extremely 
competitive and I’d like to think 
we can be competitive.” Look for 
the Jazz to create some waves in 
the Western Conference this year.

While the Cleveland Cava-
liers only lost two players from 
their championship team this off-
season, if they meet the Warri-
ors again in the NBA Finals this 
year they will be hard-pressed to 
win. Despite losing starters Har-
rison Barnes and Andrew Bo-
gut, and key bench players Fes-
tus Ezeli and Brandon Rush, the 
Warriors’ addition of generation-
al talent Kevin Durant may be too 
much for opposition to handle.

Durant received heavy crit-
icism for leaving the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder, particular-
ly from NBA legends like Charles 
Barkley and Reggie Miller.

“Failing to win one with 
the Thunder would arguably be 
more admirable than collect-
ing any number of titles with the 
Warriors,” Miller said of Du-
rant. Either way, the Warriors 
are the team to beat this season.

Whitman students can tune 
in to national broadcasts of the 
NBA this year weeknights on 
ESPN and TNT as well as on 
Sunday afternoons on ABC.

by CHEROKEE WASHINGTON
Sports Reporter

In one of their closest games of 
the season, the University of 
Washington Huskies pulled off 

a 31-24 victory against the Uni-
versity of Utah Utes in football 
on Sunday, Oct. 29. The Husk-
ies came into the game ranked 
No. 4 in the country with a re-
cord of 7-0, while the Utes were 
ranked No. 16 with a record of 7-1.

The game ended up be-
ing one of their closest of the sea-
son, second only to their overtime 
win against Arizona. The major-
ity of their wins have been blow-
outs, even their breakout win 
against then No. 6 Stanford, which 
ended in a final score of 44-6.

The Huskies went up 14-0 ear-
ly against the Utes, with a rush-
ing touchdown by Myles Gaskin 
in the first quarter, and an ear-
ly passing touchdown from Ross 
to Browning in the second. Utah 
quickly responded with 10 points of 
their own after Joe Williams rush-
ing touchdown followed by a field 
goal, making it 14-10 at halftime.

The Utes scored first in the sec-

ond half via a passing touchdown, 
putting them briefly in the lead. 
However, within three minutes the 
Huskies responded with one of their 
own, allowing for a 21-17 lead as 
they headed into the fourth quar-
ter. Washington put up an early 
field goal, but Utah responded with 
a touchdown, causing both team to 
be tied 24-24 with 9 minutes to go.

As the clock ticked towards 
zero, the tension began to mount. 
With three minutes remaining, 
the Huskies stopped the Utes near 
their own end zone, forcing them 
to punt. In what was the most im-
pactful play of the game, Dante 
Pettis returned the punt 58 yards 
for a touchdown. At first Pettis 
looked as if he might be tackled 
for a loss, but evading a couple de-
fenders he ran free to the end zone.  

“I knew Coach Pete would 
be mad if I got tackled right 
there, I somehow slipped out of 
it. The blockers did a good job 
of opening up space and I just 
ran. That was it,” Pettis said.

Washington then stopped 
Utah on their final drive, allow-
ing the Huskies to let the clock 
run down for a 31-24 victory.

“We embraced the fourth-
quarter fight. Obviously, the 
blowouts are nice. But you 
want to pull [these] out. So that 
was big for us.” said Husk-
ies Quarterback Jake Browning.

“This to me is the real foot-
ball—real Pac-12 football...
You have to grind it out in the 
fourth quarter,” said Wash-
ington coach Chris Peters-
en, referencing the blowout na-
ture of most of his team’s wins.

The Huskies now have an 8-0 
record and remain as the fourth 
ranked team in the nation. With sev-
eral weak match-ups in the near fu-
ture, the hardest part of their sched-
ule is likely behind them. With 
their sights set on the college foot-
ball playoffs, the Huskies will have 
a very good shot of being one of the 
four teams selected for the tourna-
ment. Much of their recent success 
has been attributed to Coach Peter-
son, who was hired in 2014 after a 
decade of mediocrity. The last time 
Washington won a national champi-
onship was in 1992, and if the team 
continues to play at their current 
level, they will likely have the op-
portunity to compete for another.

Dawgs bring the pound
by QUINN SALKIND
Sports Reporter

Above: Phoebe Nguyen. Below (left to right): Kacey Godwin, Phoebe Nguyen, Hannah Roh, Lou Points,  Shiyang Fan,  Ally Collier. Bottom right: Lou Points. 
Top and bottom right photos by Tywen Kelly. Bottom left photo contributed by Gregg Petcoff.

SCOREBOARD
VOLLEYBALL
v. Pacific Lutheran University Oct. 28: L 0-3
v. University of Puget Sound Oct. 29: W 3-2
v. Whitworth University Nov. 2: L 1-3

SOCCER
Men’s
v. Willamette University Oct. 29: L 1-2
v. Linfield College Oct. 30: L 0-1
Women’s
v. George Fox University Oct. 29: W 0-1
v. Lewis & Clark College Oct. 30: W 3-0

UPCOMING
SWIM
HOME v. Willamette University Nov. 4, 6 PM
HOME v. Linfield College, Nov. 5, 1 PM

SWIM
Men’s
AWAY v. Whitworth Univesity, Nov. 5, 1:30 PM
Women’s
AWAY v. Linfield College, Nov. 5, 12 PM

VOLLEYBALL
HOME v. Lewis & Clark College Nov. 4, 7 PM

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

NBA Season 
Preview

Election Corner
In 1983, Donald Trump bought 
the New Jersey Generals 
football team, which folded in 
1986. 

Hillary Clinton, rasied a Cubs 
fan, started following the Yan-
kees during her camapign for 
New York state senator. 
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Gun 
control:

“Our bent out here is not re-

ally shooting,” Bloch said. “Our 

bent is really to teach people 

how to get along with other peo-

ple, how to be team members, 

how to show up on time, how to 

be responsible, that kind of stuff.”

Bloch feels that gun con-

trol legislation simply does 

not reach those who use 

guns to commit violent acts.

“When you talk about leg-

islating firearm crime away, 

what you’re talking about is try-

ing to legislate against 99.9 per-

cent of the guns that will never 

get used in violence and then try-

ing to legislate the one, one hun-

dredth of a percent that is,” Bloch 

said. “And that never works, be-

cause you can’t get that fine.”

Mills, on the other hand, sup-

ports Clinton’s stance of regu-

lating who is able to get guns 

through background checks and 

closing the gun show loophole.

“I’ve always thought more 

of guns as an object for sport but 

I can totally shift my mindset to 

the mass shootings...and be re-

ally sad about that and [under-

stand that] we need to control who 

is able to get guns,” Mills said.

Despite her deep-seated affin-

ity for guns and gun culture, Mills 

recognizes that reducing gun vio-

lence calls for openness to solutions.

“If it came down to it, to stop 

the violence, I would give up all my 

guns,” Mills said. “But it would be 

giving up something that I’ve lived 

with for a long time, and very few 

Alaskans would say that...but obvi-

ously something needs to change.”

Here we go again: 

the cyclical discourse of gun 

control

Anya Tudisco ‘16 studied the 

phenomenon of mass shootings 

and their portrayal in the media for 

her sociology thesis. While Tudis-

co was originally drawn to stud-

ying the causes of gun violence, 

her focus shifted to the respons-

es it drew. She noticed that each 

time a mass shooting occurred, it 

was followed by a flurry of media 

and political discourse question-

ing what should be done to prevent 

more shootings. Within weeks, the 

discourse faded until another ma-

jor shooting occurred. Meanwhile, 

no legislative changes were made.

“It’s just a perpetuation of 

the same cycle,” Tudisco said.

Tudisco attributes the political 

paralysis surrounding gun violence 

in part to the fragmented discourse 

that surrounds it. While a majority 

of Americans may agree with cer-

tain gun control measures, the con-

sensus on the causes and solutions 

to address those causes vary widely.

Tudisco explains that in gen-

eral, people who identify as more 

liberal tend to see the solution to 

gun violence as the responsibil-

ity of government and society. 

Thus they tend to align more with 

explanations that address the so-

cial and political factors influenc-

ing a mass shooting. People who 

identify as conservative, on the 

other hand, tend to see the events 

as more isolated and without 

much connection to one another.

“The distinction between see-

ing it as the responsibility of the in-

dividual or of an individual family 

versus the responsibility of society 

as a whole is a really big stumbling 

block to successful political action 

on gun control and gun violence,” 

Tudisco said. “Because if you 

think that the government has no 

responsibility for why these events 

happen, then you’re not going to 

push for any change in that realm.”

According to Assistant Profes-

sor of Sociology, Alvaro Santana-

Acuña, the source of political in-

action surrounding gun control lies 

even deeper than ideological belief.

“It’s not something that can 

be easily resolved as a politi-

cal debate. It goes beyond that,” 

Santana-Acuña said. “It’s more 

than political; it’s cultural.”

Opponents of gun reform fre-

quently call on the Second Amend-

ment to justify unrestricted use of 

firearms, but Santana-Acuña ex-

plains that these pro-gun peo-

ple are motivated less by a desire 

to use firearms and more as a re-

action to what they see as a threat 

to the American collective iden-

tity. Like National Parks, the Sec-

ond Amendment has come to 

be seen by many Americans as 

one of those quintessential items 

that makes America, America.

“For many people the Sec-

ond Amendment...is not real-

ly about actually using [guns], but 

is primarily about a way of de-

fining what America is,” Santa-

na-Acuña said. “So for many peo-

ple, especially those in favor of 

the amendment, they feel that 

having that right is what really 

makes Americans who they are.”

The problem with this view 

is it decontextualizes the amend-

ment, adopted in 1791, from its 

very specific historical context 

of the French revolution and the 

fear of invasion of the fledgling 

America from England. Recogni-

tion that the amendment was de-

veloped in response to a very spe-

cific historical period leaves it 

open to its evolution so that it 

better fits the political and so-

cial circumstances of the present.

“The Second Amendment 

gives you the right to keep and 

bear arms, but it doesn’t say any-

thing about the way you should use 

these guns,” Santana-Acuña said.

Figuring out the way we 

as a country should use guns 

is one of the central problems 

we face not just in this elec-

tion cycle, but in this decade.

“I wouldn’t say there’s a lot of 

evidence that we will ever get there, 

but...I have to believe that as [gun 

violence] continues to happen, peo-

ple will one day see that doing noth-

ing is not an option,” Tudisco said.

from GUN CONTROL, page 1

Young Walla Wallans practice trapshooting at the Walla Walla gun range on Middle Waitsburg Road as the sun sets.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

Clockwise from top left: a pile of shotgun shells at the Walla Walla gun range; a young shooter takes aim; Walla Walla High School’s shooting team member Jack Peterson pauses between shots; Assistant Profes-
sor of Sociology Santana-Acuña talks about gun control through the lens of social theory.  Photos by Tywen Kelly

“The Second 
Amendment gives you 
the right to keep and 
bear arms, but it doesn’t 
say anything about the 
way you should use 
these guns.”
Alvaro Santana-Acuña
Assistant Professor of Sociology

“It really has just been a 
way of life for me for a 
long time, to be around 
guns and to use them 
for practical purposes.”
Isabel Mills ‘17
Co- President of  Whitman’s 
Trapshooting Club

local 
perspectives 
on a 
national 
issue
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Voices from the Community What issue do you care the most about in the election and why? Photos by Jackie Greison

MERONE
HADUSH 
First-year

“I think the thing I’m most focused on is 
issues of racism. I really worry because 
Donald Trump just makes me want to 
shit my pants. Him being president real-
ly freaks me out and makes me think a 
lot about the problems with democracy 
in the US.”

JONAH
RODEWALD
Sophomore

“I care a lot about the 
climate change policy.”

NICK
QUARZO
First-year

“The economic plans of 
the candidates.”

JILL
LOW
Sophomore

“Literally let’s just not put up a wall, 
like what the fuck. Also, statistics show 
that in the very near future everyone 
will be multiracial. So what Trump, you 
gonna kick us all out?”

At Whitman, we often like to 
believe that everything we 
do is more aware, more con-

scious, more reflective and more 
“right” than the average citizen. 
We go to college and take class-
es on a diverse variety of subjects, 
attempting to “learn to think” in a 
way that doesn’t   any underprivi-
leged members of society. Yet at 
the same time, our understanding 
of the world is no more far-reach-
ing than someone who wasn’t able 
to attend college, and it is no more 
objectively correct.

It is not a coincidence that a 
good chunk of our students hail 
from private schools in Seattle, 
Portland and California. We have 
40 flavors of students, all vanilla. 
Yes, I know that I am both gener-
alizing and exaggerating, but the 
problem remains that, for all we 
claim to care about with regard to 

diversity, many of our backgrounds 
are more or less the same. And ar-
guably because we are so similar 
in upbringing and ideology, it often 
times makes us incapable of under-
standing people with different ex-
periences. After having heard cas-
ual conversations throughout this 
political cycle, and what has been 
said about Trump supporters, I 
don’t think this problem has ever 
been worse.

Casually scroll through Fa-
cebook and you’ll see it. “Trump 
supporters are deplorable, racist 
and sexist,” or, “If you plan on vot-
ing for Trump, please unfriend me 
right this second.” Many have said 
that Donald Trump represents a 
fundamental rift in American so-
ciety, and that might be true, but 
what I’ve noticed at Whitman is 
the knee-jerk, dogmatic rejection 
of Trump, or anything related to 
Trump.

Of course it’s very understand-
able. I also believe that Trump is 
racist, homophobic and sexist. But 
the lack of willingness to engage 
with Trump supporters, to abso-
lutely, unflinchingly and unhesi-
tatingly equate them with the icon 
who they support seems to a drastic 
oversight on any of our attempts to 
be understanding of different back-
grounds. We are unthinking in our 

hatred in much the same way that 
Trump supporters may be unthink-
ing in theirs.

While waiting in line at Seat-
tle airport, I overheard a Mexican 
woman explaining her rationale 
of why she was voting for Trump. 
I know even telling this story in-
cites an instinctual reaction of, “Oh 
well she must not know what she’s 
talking about,” or, “Oh she’s cra-
zy,” but to think that is to funda-
mentally miss the point because 
we don’t know why she’s voting 
for Trump. Just last weekend, I saw 
a man wearing a Trump for presi-
dent T-shirt outside Maple Coun-
ter. If you were to drive for 20 min-
utes in any direction, you’ll see the 
large TRUMP PENCE signs. A lot 
of students might say, “Well it’s be-
cause Walla Wallans are uneducat-
ed and racist,” which may be true 
for some people, but we don’t know 
that it’s true for everyone. There are 
those who will say, “There is no 
good reason to vote for Trump,” but 
they have just revealed their inabil-
ity to put themselves in someone 
else’s shoes. Because what’s actu-
ally worth considering is that eve-
ry person has a different upbring-
ing, and different circumstances 
that have led them to be the person 
they are today.

Perhaps the native Walla Wal-

lan votes for Trump because he’s a 
veteran who just wants his benefits 
and knows Hillary doesn’t place 
as much emphasis on the military. 
Or maybe, there is a recently un-
employed factory worker who just 
wants to feed his family, and thinks 
that Trump is the better option for 
what will be best for him. What we 
shouldn’t ignore is that the majority 
of Trump’s voting demographic is 
poor and uneducated, and they ar-
guably are part of the “underpriv-
ileged” members of society. Yet, 
what can we as (largely) privileged 
college students do? We care for 
the plight of the underprivileged, 
but it seems we fundamentally do 
not understand them on a human-
to-human level. There are reasons 
to vote for Trump, but it seems 
from our perspective, we simply 
cannot understand them. We are 
limited by our experience, and in 
much the same way that Bernie 
Sanders’ and Clinton’s campaigns 
rest on the support of the millenni-
als like ourselves, the Trump cam-
paign rests largely on poor, white, 
men. Yes, you may not agree with 
Donald Trump’s Politics, and yes, 
he may be awful, but I feel that it 
is our duty as people to at least try 
and understand where others might 
be coming from, regardless of race, 
class and gender.

ALYA
BOHR
Columnist

Michelle Obama is 
the voice of reason

“When they go low, 
we go high.” As 
Michelle Obama 

took to the stage at the Democrat-
ic National Convention earlier this 
year, she began a vital counter-nar-
rative during this troubling elec-
tion: a narrative of hope, of morali-
ty, of faith in the nation. She urged 
the electorate to think of their chil-
dren, to rise above pettiness and to 
see how far we’ve come. She did 
not mince her words, pander or 
speak with hyper-partisan politi-
cal jargon. Instead, she spoke her 
truth. As a black woman in a role 
historically seen as adjunct to her 
husband, she occupies a particu-
larly vulnerable place in our so-
ciety—as we saw with the con-
stant barrage of insults she faced 
during the 2008 election—but 
she has proven her strength, pow-
er and grace time and again, and 
has now emerged as a voice of au-
thenticity and strength in a de-
moralizing time. Michelle Obama 
is the conscience of this election.

A recent WSJ/NBC poll found 
that she is the most popular fig-
ure in the current political arena, 
with a 59 percent approval rating 
(8 percent above her husband, who 
was rated second-highest). Grant-
ed, it helps that she isn’t a politi-
cian, but she has also perfected her 
ability to rise above the political 
small-mindedness and speak from 
her heart, defending the values of 
the nation, while acknowledging 
its many difficult truths. As she 
said at the DNC, “I wake up every 
morning in a house that was built 
by slaves.” She says what needs 
to be heard, her message both ac-
knowledging a painful and compli-
cated reality, and showing just how 
far the United States has come.

One of the most disheart-
ening moments of the election 
was the release of the tapes of 
Trump’s degrading comments 
about women in his 2005 inter-
view with Billy Bush. Michelle 

Obama, voice shaking with vul-
nerability and anger, stepped 
up and delivered the response 
the nation desperately needed.

“I have to tell you that I can’t 
stop thinking about this,” she said. 
“It has shaken me to my core in a 
way that I couldn’t have predict-
ed.” She continued, “The meas-
ure of any society is how it treat 
its women and girls,” explaining 
that women often have to “pre-
tend like this doesn’t really both-
er us, maybe because admitting 
how much it hurts us makes wom-
en look weak.” Her voice, ringing 
with authenticity, carried a mes-
sage that was anything but weak: 
“Now is the time for all of us to 

stand up and say enough is enough. 
This has got to stop right now.”

This is a big moment. She’s a 
woman, she’s black and she’s angry, 
an intersection which has tradi-
tionally been devalued by society. 
And yet, it is arguably her speech-
es that have brought the most com-
fort to a seething nation, her words 
that have touched millions, and 
her presence that has brought a 
much-needed ray of hope in a try-
ing time. That is so important.

New York Times Magazine 
recently published a series of thank 
you letters to Michelle Obama 
from well-known public figures. 
In her letter, Gloria Steinem wrote 
of the Obamas, “I have never seen 
such balance and equal parent-
ing, such love, respect, mutuality 
and pleasure in each other’s com-
pany. We will never have a de-
mocracy until we have democrat-
ic families and a society without 
the invented categories of both 
race and gender. Michelle Obama 
may have changed history in the 
most powerful way—by exam-
ple.” Actress Rashida Jones wrote, 
“Michelle Obama will have her 
own legacy, separate from her hus-

band’s. And it will be that she was 
the first first lady to show wom-
en that they don’t have to choose. 
That it’s okay to be everything.”

Michelle Obama went from 
being Barack’s mentor at their law 
firm to a dedicated first lady to a 
hero for millions around the nation. 
Her courage, her vulnerability and 
her authenticity have touched the 
country deeply. Her voice has been 
heard. She has made a difference.

PEGGY 
LI
Opinion Editor

Illustration by Meg Cuca

In defense of Trump supporters

Letter 
to the 
Editor

Op-ed: 
Body Image

 I        was disheartened to read 
“Self love comes first” in 
The Wire last week and 

feel that I need to respond.
The article I’m talking about dis-

cussed eating disorders in a more-
than-slightly dismissive way, say-
ing that people shouldn’t wor-
ry about their bodies and instead 
try to live healthily (by working 
out consistently and eating right).

Albeit good advice, this article ig-
nored the crucial aspect of eating disor-
ders and body image issues: the brain.

The brain’s ability to consist-
ently remind one how different they 
are from the people they’re see-
ing daily, whether in person, on tel-
evision or in print is astounding. 
There’s a constant onslaught of skin-
ny, muscular, beautiful people eve-
ry single day, from ads about the 
most mundane things to movies that 
sit one level below the pornographic.

And it’s these images that re-
mind us every day how our bod-
ies are wrong. How we’ll nev-
er fit the cookie cutter image. How 
our clothes will hang off of us in 
weird, unflattering ways. How we 
can’t be beautiful, because we’re 
stuck in the mire of insecurity.

Even if you can take the “be 
healthy” advice, you face an uphill 
battle. I go to the gym consistent-
ly, but every time I find myself go-
ing, I’m filled with a great anxie-
ty. I know that there will be people 
there who have been going to the gym 
longer than me. I know that they will 
look at me. Even if they’re not look-
ing at me, I feel their gaze. So I hide 
up in the upper level. I haven’t once 
gone downstairs to use any of the ma-
chines this year, because I am afraid 
of some fit person pointing at me and 
laughing, whether literally or not.

The brain also doesn’t let me for-
get this anxiety when I’m eating either.  
Whenever I’m in a restaurant or Reid, 
I am conscious of everyone look-
ing at what I’m putting into my body. 
I can’t let anything stain my clothes, 
because then I’m just another heavy 
person who eats messily. How gross.

This article’s dismissal of eat-
ing disorders as an inconven-
ience that can be overcome with a 
healthy lifestyle neglects to under-
stand that the brain isn’t a friend 
to people who worry about their 
bodies. It’s quite the opposite.

So maybe instead of request-
ing that someone ‘live healthi-
er,’ try patience. Or maybe sym-
pathy is a better word for it.

In last week’s edition of The 
Wire, in a column called 
“Stop Staring, Protect Your-

self” the author recalls his dis-
gust when his friend calls the 
Ruth Fluno exhibition in the 
Sheehan, “a delicious feast.” 
What follows is a long tirade 
against digesting art. Accord-
ing to the author, consuming 
and digesting art destroys eve-
rything worthwhile, meaning-
ful and truthful in the artwork. 

As an Art History and Visu-
al Culture Studies major, most of 
my Whitman career has entailed 
looking, and I could fill pages 
with reasons I disagree with his 
argument. But for now, I want to 
stress why it’s okay to digest art.

First of all, looking is neces-
sarily a form of consumption. We 
consume with our eyes everyday: 
we eat things with our eyes, we 
take in views, we soak things up. 
Perhaps it’s easiest to replace the 
consumption/digestion metaphor 
with the word interpretation. 

We are immediately en-
gaged in interpretation when we 
look. We break down the signs in 
front of us on a daily basis, in-
ternally processing images or 
words into things we under-
stand. We’re constantly engaged 
in interpretation, so this idea that 
we lose “everything meaning-
ful and worthwhile” during in-
terpretation doesn’t make sense. 
All meanings are derived from 
our own interpretations–there is 
no universal or truthful mean-
ing denatured in our bellies.

For example, take the au-
thor’s description of the Chihu-
ly in Reid. He sees “hands reach-
ing out in all directions, as if try-
ing desperately to escape the in-
ferno.” This is an interpreta-
tion itself, how he reads the Chi-
huly sculpture. On the other 
hand, when I see the Chihuly I 
see glass, glass and more glass. 
I see Chihuly’s capitalist facto-
ry churning out more glass, and 
if I feel dread, it’s the dread of 
having to see one more frickin’ 
Chihuly. Our interpretations are 
vastly different, but is one real-
ly more truthful than the other? 

It was distressing to see 
someone publicly advocating for 
such an elitist way of looking. 
Why is it elitist? Because it’s ex-
clusionary. It presupposes that a 
universal truth exists, and if you 
don’t get it, you’re wrong. This 
fear of incorrect interpretation is 
one of many reasons the gallery 
or museum space is intimidating. 
It’s why my friends and family 
are always asking me what this 
artwork or that image means; 
they believe there is a truth in 
art that only some can access. 

What especially disappoint-
ed me was that the argument was 
brought on by the Ruth Fluno ex-
hibition. At the roundtable dis-
cussion the night of the show’s 
reception, dozens of person-
al anecdotes about Fluno were 
shared. They talked about how 
much Fluno’s personal life in-
formed her painting, and how 
deeply Fluno’s paintings res-
onate with people. So I must 
ask–is an aversion to look real-
ly a mode of finding truth? Or 
is it a fear of our own interpre-
tations, the emotions stirred by 
something outside of ourselves?

Not only is it okay to di-
gest and consume, we are al-
ways digesting and consum-
ing when we look. So don’t 
be afraid–consume, digest, 
then consume some more. 

EMMA PHILLIPS

ANTHONY REALE
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Whitman has seen an un-
precedented uptick in 
pet ownership in the 

past year as more students be-
come convinced of their abili-
ty to care for another life just a 
few short years out from puking 
in the Jewett toilets. More than 
just a mode of coming to a sense 
of responsibility and ownership, 
Whitman pets provide an astro-
nomical increase in Instagram 
likes and Snapchat screenshots 
that rival those amassed from 
nature tattoos and 80s dance 
#TBTs. Designer puppies and 
kittens are the perfect fall acces-
sory for Whitman students as-
piring to live the perfectly can-
did life of a Patagonia catalog 
model, and helps to buttress the 
carefully constructed image of 
the super-wealthy attempting to 
mask their super-wealth. Eve-
ryone can distract their friends 
from the fact that their back-
packing gear costs upwards of 
$500 with a good landscape shot, 
but not everyone can take that 
same landscape shot with a cute 
puppy. Getting a pet is altruistic, 
it’s “adult,” but more than that, 
it makes you look really cool 
and everyone else is doing it.

Recently, however, we’ve 
been hearing from the pets 
themselves. As with any in-
crease in master-Instagram serv-
ant relationships, collectivities 
have begun to form. The pets of 
Whitman are beginning to resist 
their roles as props in the idylli-
cally posed play time on Ankeny 
that all of the plebs watch from 
the library, and are demanding 
rights of their own. “We are call-
ing for a universal declaration 
of Whitman Pets Rights,” said 

one Snapchat-famous canine. 
“We deserve more than sporadic 
meals and hotboxed living spac-
es in exchange for being parad-
ed around for social capital.”

The pets of Whitman are 
already working on gaining 
ASWC recognition in their quest 
for autonomy. If granted ASWC 
recognition, they hope to begin 
advocating on behalf of Insta-
gram props and desperate rela-
tionship remedies everywhere. 
Some of their activism ideas in-

clude publishing a Pet Readiness 
pamphlet with questions such 
as “How soon after graduation 
are your parents going to take 
me in?” and, “Have you now 
or will you ever use the phrase 
‘playdate’ to other Whitman 
pet owners?” Additional plans 
for a Power and Privilege ses-
sion on responsible animal ex-
ploitation are also in the works.

If all goes well, Whitman 
pets should be able to table in 
Reid and hold sparsely attend-

ed weekly meetings in relative-
ly short order. There’s no telling 
what the future holds for the re-
turn on investment for pet own-
ers who weren’t expecting their 
accessories to develop a con-
sciousness of their role as ego 
padding, until well after they’d 
left the Whitman social scene. 
Only time will tell how their 
roles will change on campus and 
what commodity will take their 
place in exaggerating social 
stratification here at Whitman.

Whitman pets petition for 
ASWC pecognition

History was made this Thurs-
day at approximately 3:11 
p.m. when residents of 

The Bush (by far Whitman’s most 
health-conscious off-campus 
house) were presented with the Na-
tional Institute of Health’s prestig-
ious Glaucoma Prevention Award. 
The massive golden trophy in the 
shape of a disembodied human eye 
was given to an inexplicably jovial 
bush resident, Craig SonofaWatt.

When asked for comment re-
garding the award, the NIH re-
sponded that Bush residents were 
“extraordinarily unlikely to con-
tract glaucoma” and “truly ded-
icated to the cause of preemp-
tive eye disease treatment.” Set-
ting the standard for awareness 
as well, members of The Bush 
are reportedly holding a “Rock 
For the Cure” fundraiser/jam ses-
sion this Wednesday at 10 p.m. 
Public sentiment on the mat-
ter has been largely positive:

“I’m so proud to promote 
glaucoma-consciousness in this 
healthy and supportive environ-
ment.

-An anonymous, sweater-
wearing Bush tenant

“Word.”
-A haggard, red-eyed George 

Bridges shortly after departing a 
1970s VW Minivan plastered with 
“Grateful Dead” bumper stickers

“WHERE WERE THE OTH-
ER DRUGS GOING!?!?!?”

-The Vigilante Feminist while 
dangling a will-meaning falafel 
eater from atop a shadowy Gotham 
fire escape

Needless to say, the men of 
Beta Theta Pi are devastated.

by MEGUMI RIERSON
Chief Ivory Tower Correspondent
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WALLA WALLA - Local 
father Normand Mathis 
is gearing up to coach 

another season of his son’s Little 
League baseball team once spring 
arrives. Although the Tadpoles 
had a dodgy record last year–win-
ning only a single game due to dis-
qualification, Mathis is confident 
that this season holds real promise.

Sporting a pair of Oak-
ley sunglasses on top of a back-
ward visor, Mathis exclaimed that 
there is “great new talent com-
ing in, and all our returners are 
due for a big year. Take Geor-
gie for example–he might have 
struck out 43 consecutive times 
last season and chased more but-
terflies than baseballs in center-
field, but his plate discipline and 
overall game IQ only improved 
throughout the course of the year.”

“I have so much belief in 
these kids–with some hard work 
and determination, they can ac-

complish anything,” contin-
ued Mathis. “You know, my dad 
wasn’t always there for me to toss 
the ball around in the backyard or 
make pancakes on Saturdays, but 
I can make up for that now. This 
brief window that I have to emo-
tionally leach off my son’s athlet-
ic success and reap the sick emo-
tional rewards of winning games 
played by adolescent kids is tru-
ly an invaluable opportunity.”

When asked to comment, Ma-
this’s son Jimmy made clear that he 
“fucking hated everything about 
the god-awful game of baseball,” 
and is reportedly enjoying every 
second of time off before his con-
trol freak of a dad tries to “Black 
Swan the hell out of me again.”

Fellow teammate Tom-
my Johnson shared similar sen-
timents, noting that although he 
morally opposed drugs of any 
kind, the mind numbing role of 
backup first baseman was making 
him “seriously consider” huffing 
glue behind old man Crawford’s 
junkyard with the eighth graders.

Short-stop Travis Young 
merely nodded, adding that 
the only silver lining was that 
the tall grass in left field made 
playing Pokémon GO dur-
ing games a lot more fun. 

An oblivious and teary-eyed 
coach Mathis barely held himself 
together through the rest of the 
interview, mumbling about how 
much the game meant to him and 
the boys and that he would en-
sure they win the title, whether 
that means practicing four, five or 
six times a week. “When the dust 
clears and my boys victoriously 
wipe the sweat from their brows, 
knowing they poured their heart 
and soul into the beautiful game, 
they’ll know it was all worth it.”

As the interview conclud-
ed, Jimmy and some fellow team-
mates could be seen in the dis-
tance performing some type of 
improvised rain dance, calling 
on the Gods to wash away the 
baseball fields and praying that 
coach Mathis might find a new 
life passion other than baseball.
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The 
Forgotten.

by BEN FREEDMAN
Senior Hipster Analyst

by TREVOR LEWIS
VP  at Consulting Division at The Wire LLC

The Bush 
wins 

coveted 
Glaucoma 
Prevention 

Award

Dad lives vicariously through coaching son’s 
Little League team

The Whitman Divestment 
movement needs to take 
things to the next level, ac-

cording to club leader Gresham Mer-
kel. The realization came about as 
the group was sitting around the 
GAC, eating leftover donuts and 
one-upping each other on how long 
they can go without showering. “We 
suddenly came to the realization 
we need to disassociate ourselves 

not only from fossil fuels, but from 
other fossils as well,” Merkel said.

The motion to get rid of Whit-
man’s fossils was met with frowny 
faces and worse from the Geology 
department. At press time, student 
Brock “Geo Dude” Onyx has holed 
himself up in a classroom in the sci-
ence building, locking himself in 
with all of the department’s fossils 
and several boxes of Clif bars. “I’m 
not coming out until the past’s future 
is secure!” he shouted under the door.

Another one of the fossils 

that Divest wants to get rid of is 
the tenured Professor Daniel Lofa. 
“He’s just sooooo old,” one of the 
members of Divest Whitman ex-
plained. “Whitman really shouldn’t 
be financially invested in some-
one who’s going to tank in a cou-
ple of years.” When asked about 
the criticism, Professor Lofa shout-
ed, “What? What you say?” while 
cupping a hand around his ear. 
This is one relic of the past that 
may be much easier to remove.

As the Divest Movement ex-

plained, too many old things linked 
to Whitman greatly reduces the awe-
someness of the college. “Whit-
man is a rad place. We’re here to 
make sure the college is held ac-
countable to that image,” Mer-
kel said. “This action is urgent and 
necessary to make sure we don’t 
get stranded on the beach of irrel-
evance by the ocean of the future, 
like a sad sea cucumber.” Exhaust-
ed by too many metaphors in such 
a short time frame, Merkel sat back 
in her chair and took a long swig of 

home-brewed kombucha. She wiped 
off her mouth, leaned forward and 
finished the interview with a heart-
felt and passionate, “I don’t want 
this college to smell like old people.”

With these actions taken, the 
Divestment Movement hopes to 
bring Whitman’s hipness back to its 
previous levels of 350 ppm. But will 
these new motions pit the campus 
against itself, at the cost of the mis-
sion of retaining Whitman’s dope-
ness? The answer to this question 
can only be answered with time.
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Divestment movement expands fight against all forms of fossils


