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“Breach of trust” 

A criminal investigation is cur-
rently underway after multi-
ple Whitman students report-

ed that they exhibited symptoms con-
sistent with unknowingly ingesting 
dissociative drugs over the last two 
weekends. On the morning of Nov. 7, 
Vice President of Student Affairs and 
Dean of Students Chuck Cleveland 
sent a “Timely Warning” email alert-
ing the Whitman community to the 
suspected druggings. In the email, 
Cleveland indicated that the police 
would begin interviewing anyone 
who is familiar with the situation or 
suspect they may have been drugged.

Cleveland and Associate Dean 
of Students Juli Dunn were first made 
aware of suspected druggings after a 
report was submitted to Dunn’s of-
fice on Oct. 30. The reports increased 
in frequency on Nov. 6. Since then, 
Cleveland is aware of ten victims who 
have reported to his or Dunn’s office. 
While all of the original reports were 
from female victims, multiple sourc-
es have also confirmed that one of 
the victim reports is from a male. 
As of Nov. 9, all the victims were 
members of a Greek organization.

While reports of the effects vary, 
many victims indicated having simi-
lar experiences during the night they 
were drugged and in the following 
days. Most of the victims reported 
feeling far more intoxicated than they 
should have been based on the amount 
of alcohol they had consumed.

“I got tired, everything was like 
a dream, my body felt really heavy 
and I wasn’t processing things nor-
mally, I remember feeling very nau-
seous and very dizzy,” one anony-
mous victim said. “When I say this 
out loud, it seems like characteris-
tics of being drunk, of being hun-
gover, but it was not like that at all.

Other victims reported nau-
sea and a sense of confusion. One 
anonymous victim said she drank 
lightly and has never thrown 
up after consuming alcohol.

“I couldn’t move or talk or finish 
the thoughts I was having,” she said. 
“I was really really cold but also super 
sweaty. I was so nauseous but once I 
laid down I couldn’t get up, so I start-
ed throwing up around me. I couldn’t 
figure out how to get help; I couldn’t 
navigate through my surroundings.”

The same day the original 
“Timely Warning” notice was sent 
out, the Walla Walla Police Depart-
ment was notified of the reports. Ac-
cording to Walla Walla Police Sgt. 
Mike Moses, who is in charge of the 
Gang and Drug Unit, the police and 
school are working well together.  

“We have a cooperative relation-
ship whenever we work together,” 
Moses said. “When [the school and 
the police] met [Wednesday morn-
ing] they were sharing what they’ve 
learned or sharing maybe this is an 
avenue to see or talk to someone.”

Cleveland agreed that while 
the investigation is in the hands 
of the police, the administra-
tion will help in any way it can.

“I’m going to encourage them to 
be aggressive in their investigation,” 

Cleveland said. “I’ve heard from a lot 
of parents who are concerned about 
their sons and daughters and I agree 
with them, this is absolutely horrible.”

The discrepancy between the 
time the druggings allegedly took 
place and the time they were report-
ed to the police adds a level of dif-
ficulty to finding the perpetrator. 
Nothing can be proven from a drug 
test administered more than a few 
hours after ingesting the drug. Ad-
ditionally, interviews with victims 
that take place a week or two af-
ter the incident can leave the po-
lice with confusing information.

“The earliest incident that 
was reported was two weeks ago. 
There’s a lot of time lost, things that 
could have been followed up,” Mo-
ses said. “As [information] spreads 
more, the thing gets diluted. It real-
ly can sometimes create false leads.”

According to both Dunn 
and Moses, the morning of Nov. 
7 was the first time the school 
contacted the Walla Walla Po-
lice Department about the reports.

While the investigation contin-
ues, the victims still feel the challeng-
es that entail unwanted drugging.

“Someone [who] was giv-
en these [drugs,] now forever when 
they go out to parties will be think-
ing, even if not consciously, they will 
have this new reality of the world that 
is: even when you think you have all 
this bodily autonomy and agency, you 
don’t,” an anonymous victim said.

All the victims inter-
viewed by The Whitman Wire ex-
pressed that others who think they 
might be victims are not alone.

“If you feel like this has hap-
pened to you, talk to someone 
you are close with and keep in 
mind that you can remain anony-
mous throughout this whole pro-
cess,” an anonymous victim said.

Phi Delta Theta Greek Advo-
cate Program (GAP) representa-
tive River Sterne described the frus-
tration many in the community feel.

“At the very core of what is hap-
pening is an immense breach of trust 
that we all participate in. Structur-
ing Whitman is this ‘safe space’ 
and we all feel like we’re a fami-
ly,” he said. “It’s evil. It’s fundamen-
tally undermines the ability for stu-
dents to feel safe, to feel comforta-
ble, to be okay. People are supposed 
to be looked out for, this is a small 
community and we’re supposed 
to hold each other accountable.”

Cleveland expressed the 
worst case scenario in many Whit-
man community members’ minds.

“My worst fear is that we won’t 
ever definitively know who did this, 
and I think that’s unfortunate but 
we’re going to try as best we can. 
Somebody probably knows some-
thing, they need to come forward.”

see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 4

As Whitman’s campus set-
tles in for the upcoming win-
ter, three things are for cer-

tain: the temperatures will grow 
colder, election results will feel 
like a dream and the Whitman 
men’s basketball team will contin-
ue to be competitive on the court.  

In the most recent preseason 
poll released by D3Hoops.com, the 
Blues were ranked #9 in the country. 
This top 10 ranking displays that the 
Whitman basketball program has be-

come nationally recognized as a per-
ennial powerhouse in recent years.

Last year, the men’s basket-
ball team made an exciting run in 
the program’s first appearance in 
the NCAA Division III tourna-
ment. Following their miraculous 
run to the Sweet 16, Whitman end-
ed the year ranked #7 in the nation, 
yet the overall feeling on the team 
was that they still had more to prove.

“I think this year’s team will 
go even farther than last year’s 
squad. We are young but talent-
ed,” said junior guard Tim How-
ell, the Blues’ leading scorer last 

year at 19.5 points per game.
Despite losing five seniors and 

seeing three underclassmen transfer 
to other schools, the Blues’ have still 
maintained their spot in the top 10. In 
addition to Howell, Whitman returns 
six key players from last year’s roster, 
including senior Christian McDon-
ald, the team’s second leading scor-
er at 14.5 points per game, and soph-
omore Austin Butler, the team’s lead-
er in rebounds, steals and assists. Eric 
Bridgeland, last year’s Northwest 
Conference coach of the year, also re-
turns for another season at the helm.

by DANIEL CHARLTON
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball ranked in the Preseason Top 10

Sophomore forward Cedric Jacobs-Jones (left) is one of seven returners on the 9th ranked Whitman men’s basketball team. 
The Blues are hoping to make the NCAA tournament for the second straight year.  Photo by James Baker.

Election results

Approximately five students 
who suspected they were 
drugged visited the hospi-

tal. Upon arrival at the emergen-
cy room, some students were test-
ed for drugs by urine and blood 
analysis, while others were not.

According to Dr. Tom Under-
hill, ER Director and Chief Med-
ical Officer at Walla Walla Gen-
eral Hospital, testing for disso-
ciative drugs is very difficult.

“The symptoms themselves are 
so vague, there isn’t a [clear] symp-
tom that makes me think they were 
drugged,” Underhill said. “Now, 
paranoia and anxiety often spin in, 
with good reason, but there isn’t a 
test that I have available to me in 
the ER that will come back with-
in a week that I can say, ‘You were 
roofied.’ I don’t have that science, 
that technology does not exist here.”

Many of the Whitman stu-
dents who attempted to get medical 
care were frustrated with the result.

“In the Health Center, I felt re-
ally embarrassed. I tried explain-
ing to the nurse but she was just as-
suming that I was drunk and that 
was rude, unhelpful, invalidating,” 
an anonymous victim said. “When 
we got to the ER they were like 
similarly invalidating and unhelp-
ful. I was the only woman of any 
of the women drugged that went to 
the ER that had my blood drawn.”

Testing for any dissociative 
drugs, such as ketamine (“Spe-
cial K”), gamma hydroxybutyrate 
(GHB) and rohypnol (“roofies”), is 
particularly challenging because 
the drugs have a very short half-
life, meaning they quickly leave the 
body. If an individual thinks they 
may have been drugged, then they 
would need to be tested within a 
few hours of ingesting the drug or it 
will not show up in the test results.

“I have never had a test that 
I have ordered for roofies, keta-
mine, any of these things, that I have 
sent off that I have gotten back that 
had any relevance to the time in 
the ER,” Underhill said. “You are 
closing that door in 6-12 hours.”

On the morning of Monday, 
Nov. 7, Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs and Dean of Stu-

dents Chuck Cleveland sent a “Time-
ly Warning” email to the Whitman 
community alerting students, fac-
ulty, staff and parents of suspected 
druggings. Cleveland’s email not-
ed that there were a “number of stu-
dents who demonstrated symptoms 
that suggested they may have been 
drugged at parties” on the north 
side of Boyer Avenue on Saturday, 
Nov. 5. He also wrote that the inci-
dents may be related to an anony-
mous report from the previous week.

The college has a history of re-
porting pressing issues to the cam-
pus through “Timely Warnings.” Ac-
cording to Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Juli Dunn, they are designed 
to inform the community of seri-
ous situations or ongoing incidents.

“[A “Timely Warning”] 
constitutes an ongoing threat,” 
Dunn wrote in an email to The 
Wire. “This warning will be is-
sued by the Dean of Students Of-
fice through the college email sys-
tem to students and employees.”

According to Cleveland, the 
college is unable to release “Timely 
Warnings” without specific details of 
incidents. Dunn received an anony-
mous report on Sunday, Oct. 30th, but 
Cleveland indicated that this anon-
ymous report about druggings was 
too vague to send to the community.

“[The anonymous report] was 
very vague and very general with 
no details including who might 
have been impacted. We did not 
send out a timely warning because 
we didn’t think the evidence was 
strong,” Cleveland said. “There’s a 
fine line between giving people ac-
curate information and raising their 
anxiety, and we didn’t feel like we 
had a lot of accurate information.”

However, according to the anon-
ymous reporter, the initial report did 
include specifics of the incident. The 
report included the location of the in-
cident, the victim’s Greek affiliation, 
contact information for the report-
er and additional details of the night.

information gathered from The New York Times and Walla Walla County Auditor
*endorsed by The Whitman Wire
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An undetectable drug
When does the 

college send 
Timely 

Warnings?

by MARRA CLAY
and MITCHELL SMITH
Publisher and Editor in Chief

Whitman College grapples with dissociative drug investigation 

Illustration by Claire Revere

“[The anonymous 
report] was very vague 
and very general with 
no details...”
Chuck Cleveland
VP of Student Affairs & Dean of Students

“It’s terrifying, the 
idea that someone 
is taking away your 
consciousness.”
Dr. Tom Underhill
ER Director, Walla Walla General

see UNDETECTABLE DRUGS, page 2 see TIMELY WARNINGS, page 2
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On November 8, 59 percent 
of Washington state voters reject-
ed i-732, the first proposed state lev-
ied carbon tax in the United States. 
Supports hoped that i-732 would en-
courage big corporate polluters to 
address their practices while reduc-
ing taxes that hurt smaller business-
es and families. Opponents feared 
that i-732 would raise prices and re-
duce the number of jobs. Addition-
ally, every manufacturing business 
in Washington would have felt the 
consequences of i-732, though en-
ergy intensive industries like alim-
inum, cement and steel manufac-
turers would have been hit hardest. 
Supporters of i-732 are still invest-
ed in taking actions to reduce glob-
al warming. They do not have specif-
ic plans at the moment, but they are 
going to try to find ways to encour-
age businesses to address the issue. 

HINDSIGHT by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

Source: Puget Sound Business JournalSource:  The Washington Post Source: The Los Angeles Times

Trump’s Election Creates 
Economic Uncertainty in Asia

Source: The New York Times

Many states legalize 
marijuana

Harris Elected to United 
States Senate

On November 8, California, 
Massachusetts and Nevada legal-
ized recreational marijuana. Na-
tionally, this was the largest victo-
ry marijuana legalization has seen 
since 2012 when both Colorado and 
Washington state legalized it. Flor-
ida, North Dakota and Arkansas 
have legalized marijuana for med-
ical purposes and Montana has re-
duced restrictions on an already-ex-
isting medical marijuana law in the 
state. Since California has 12 per-
cent of the United States population 
and the impact of the marijuana in-
dustry on the state’s economy, many 
thought that it would prompt the fed-
eral government to re-think its prohi-
bition on marijuana. In Arizona, 52 
percent of voters rejected a measure 
that would have legalized the private 
use and possession of marijuana.

On November 9, Asian lead-
ers greeted Trump’s election with 
caution. For more than five dec-
ades, Asian countries have bene-
fitted from fair trade agreements 
with the United States and bilateral 
alliances in the region. Throughout 
his campaign, Trump criticized 
how United States markets had 
been opened to these cheap Asian 
products. Some in South Korea and 
Japan worried that Trump’s desire 
to disengage from trade in Asia 
might signify a desire to disengage 
militarily in the region as well. If 
this were to happen, China would 
likely start to exert more military 
power in the region. However, it 
is also possible that Trump’s poli-
cies might exacerbate the econom-
ic problems China is already fac-
ing, which would make less like-
ly to focus on military exploits. 

Cultivating 
difficult dialogues

Ever feel as though your pro-
fessors have forgotten what 
it’s like being a student? 

For several professors involved 
in Whitman’s Cultivating Diffi-
cult Dialogues program, that expe-
rience is fresh in their memories.

Started in 2014 by Associ-
ate Dean for Faculty Develop-
ment, Lisa Perfetti and the Cent-
er for Teaching and Learning, the 
Cultivating Difficult Dialogues 
program consists of seven work-
shops over the course of the se-
mester in which faculty and staff 
learn about and discuss ways to 
promote and accommodate dis-
cussion of touchy topics like race, 
gender, sexuality and religion.

“It’s hard to talk about things 
like race, sexuality, religion-- 
things that we hold dear as part of 
our identities, and things that we 
know can cause people to feel left 
out, or hurt, or marginalized. And 
rather than engaging in these issues 
openly, we often just avoid them, or 
we dance around them so careful-
ly,” Perfetti said of the purpose of 
the workshops. “We all need to get 
better about talking about things, 
because they come up, whether we 
try to avoid them or not. So it’s bet-
ter to learn some skills for actual-
ly engaging with them, and what 
better place than the classroom?”

Five of those seven work-
shops have already passed this se-

mester, which boasts the larg-
est cadre of participants to date-
- 11 people, according to Per-
fetti. The first and second years 
of the program had five and 
eight participants respectively.

The program functions in 
many ways like a discussion sec-
tion of a class-- except that the 
participants are almost all profes-
sors. Participants sign up to join, 
read excerpts from books like Su-
san Ambrose’s How Learning 
Works to prepare for each work-
shop, and spend workshop time 
talking about ways to apply their 
studies to teaching and manag-
ing classroom environments.

The program is led by a differ-
ent professor each year, who serves 
in many ways like the professor 
of any other class at Whitman, fa-
cilitating discussion about a given 
session’s readings. This year, that 
leader is sociology professor Hel-
en Kim. It’s the first time Kim has 
been a part of the program, and she 
believes that discussing topics like 

trigger warnings, privilege, mul-
ticulturalism and how to navigate 
dialogues around those and oth-
er controversial subjects has been 
helpful to her and her colleagues.

“It’s been really good in 
terms of... thinking about prac-
tical things that one can do 
in the classroom,” Kim said. 
“There’ve been things that I think 
we all have benefited from.”

The program is not all pro-
fessors, though. Residence Di-
rector Louise Fix ‘14 is also a 
participant, and seeks to apply 
the things she learns in the pro-
gram to her work in Lyman Hall.

“One of the things that Res-
idence Life stands by is this idea 
of education outside of the class-
room-- you aren’t just sleeping in 
your residence hall, you’re learning 
and living in your residence hall,” 
Fix said. “Somebody might hear 
something, or talk about something 
in class, and then bring it back to the 
residence hall. That...  conversation 
just doesn’t end in the classroom.”

She also commented on 
the experience of being in class 
with professors, some of whom 
had taught her when she at-
tended Whitman as a student.

“Being in an environment with 
[professors] where we’re talking on 
a level playing field-- I think that’s 
been a really unique experience.” 
Fix said. “And having open, hon-
est conversation about what needs 
to be different in the classroom 
with a changing student body.”

by ANDY MONSERUD
Investigative Director

For the first time in Califor-
nia’s history, the state will send Ka-
mala Harris, a black woman, to the 
United States senate. After serv-
ing as California’s attorney general, 
Harris will now move on to be the 
second black woman to ever serve 
in the senate. This year was the 
first major test for California’s top 
two primary system. In this system, 
every citizen can cast their vote for 
any of the candidates in any of the 
parties, and only the two candi-
dates who earn the most votes move 
on to the general election. This sys-
tem gives independents more of a 
say in the political process. While 
the views of independents may have 
been better-represented in the Har-
ris v. Sanchez senate race, corporate 
donations were lower than in states 
where Repbulicans and Democrats 
were facing off against each other.

Washington Rejects Capital 
Gains Tax on Carbon

Illustration by Claire Revere

ASWC Sponsored 
Community Gathering

“We all need to get better 
about talking about 
things, because they 
come up, whether we 
try to avoid them or 
not”
Lisa Perfetti
Associate Dean for Faculty Development

4pm Monday, 
November 11

Reid Coffeehouse

ASWC is providing a 
space for students 

to think through and 
process the events of 

this week.
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Drugs 
hard 

to find, 
say ER 
doctors 

from UNDETECTABLE DRUGS, page 1 from TIMELY WARNINGS, page 1

Dr. Christopher Jenkins 
works at both Whitman’s Health 
Center and also in the ER at 
Walla Walla General Hospi-
tal. Jenkins noted that emergen-
cy room doctors are often de-
pendent on the friends of drug-
ging victims for help with di-
agnosis. Friends are able to bet-
ter distinguish when someone is 
acting in an altered mental state.

“It’s always helpful if some-
body brings them in... but we 
don’t always get that,” Jen-
kins said. “The best case is that 
if you are going to a party to 
go with friends who can watch 
your back and if you start act-
ing funny somebody can help 
you out. If you are going alone 
you won’t have that protec-
tion. If something like that 
does happen, somebody can 
get you to the appropriate med-
ical care to evaluate further.”

Though Underhill believes 
that the emotional affects of be-
ing drugged can be traumat-
ic, he and Jenkins both focus 
on the physical safety of pa-
tients who come into the ER.

“Whether it’s ketamine, 
whatever dissociative drug that 
is causing this effects, or alco-
hol, it doesn’t matter to me. Does 
it matter to the student? Abso-
lutely. It’s terrifying, the idea 
that someone taking your con-
sciousness away is terrifying,” 
Underhill said. “Emotionally it 
matters hugely. If you were as-
saulted during it then it is crit-
ical, and I don’t intend to min-
imize that. But, from a medi-
cal perspective... does it mat-
ter? No. You survived it.”

The anonymous reporter was 
only contacted once after filing 
her report, in an email from Dunn 
confirming that she had received 
the report. Dunn’s email read, “If 
there is anything more that you 
would like to share with me, please 
look at my schedule and click on a 
time that will work best for you,” 
and the anonymous reporter re-
ceived no additional follow-up.

Many Whitman students 
are critical that the administra-
tion waited too long to share in-
formation about the druggings 
with the community. The “Time-
ly Warning” was sent eight 
days after the first report was 
filed, and during that time sev-
eral more Whitman students 
suspect they were drugged.

Following the incidents on 
Saturday, Nov. 5, Cleveland de-
cided that there was enough sig-
nificant evidence to send a “Time-
ly Warning” to the community.

“This time the patterns and 
incidences were so overwhelm-
ing that it created the necessi-
ty... We were obligated, we had 
to at that point,” Cleveland said.

Student responses to the 
administration’s handling 
of these incidences varied.

“Pretty soon after I met 
Juli in person I felt like the col-
lege was handling it well and ap-
propriately... I just don’t know 
how else as a student we could 
have made it clear to the admin-
istration what a huge and press-
ing issue this was,” Panhellen-
ic president Molly Unsworth said.

However, Alpha Phi pres-
ident Jessica Kostelnik thinks 
that more could have been done.

“The Greek system has had a 
very acute understanding of what’s 
going on. We have a good grasp of 
what’s happening. We felt off cam-
pus students didn’t have that same 
understanding, so we needed some 
public display from the adminis-
tration,” Kostelnik said. “I’m not 
sure what the school’s appropri-
ate response would have been.”

Looking back, would 
the college have handled 
these incidents differently?

“Probably not given this, 
but that was–at the time–
what we thought [was] the best 
thing to do,” Cleveland said. 

“The best case is that if 
you are going to a party 
to go with friends who 
can watch your back 
and if you start acting 
funny somebody can 
help you out. If you are 
going alone you won’t 
have that protection.”
Dr. Christopher Jenkins
Whitman College Health Center Doctor

Students 
question 
Timely 

Warnings
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The Blues will official-
ly become Whitman 
College’s new mascot.

On Thursday, Nov. 3, Pres-
ident Kathy Murray emailed 
the announcement to the Whit-
man Community. She wrote “Af-
ter looking at all the respons-
es from alumni, students, fac-
ulty and staff to the most re-
cent survey, it became clear right 
away that the Whitman Commu-
nity feels the Blues is the mascot 
that best represents Whitman.”

The Blue Mountains east of 
Walla Walla. Photo by Marra Clay

    According to the email, the 
Blues received 35 percent of first 
choice votes, and 58 percent of 
voters listed it as their first or sec-
ond choice. While the complete 
results of the survey have not yet 
been released, Murray’s email 
states that the Blues was ahead of 
any of the other mascot options by 
more than two-thousand points.

The final four options-- 
the Appaloosas, the Sock-
eyes, the Blue Ravens and 

the Blues-- were announced 
on Oct. 17 for a communi-
ty vote that lasted until Oct. 31.

In the initial vote, the Blues 
were described as “expansive,” 
“bold,” and “multi-layered,” and 
the survey said that the Blues, as 
Whitman’s local mountain range, 
“represent a formidable change 
and a sense of accomplishment.”

Murray’s most re-
cent email also classified the 
Blues as a long-time “impor-
tant symbol for Whitman and 
the surrounding community.”

The decision to change Whit-
man’s mascot was fairly contested 
among some students, staff, alum-
ni, and others. Following a survey 
that was sent to 18,000 individu-
als, the College decided to move 
forward with changing the mascot 

last April and received some back-
lash from the Whitman communi-
ty. Murray addressed the contro-
versy in her most recent email.

“I know that the decision to 
change the mascot was not pop-
ular with everyone.  Choosing a 
single mascot to represent such 
a diverse and vibrant commu-
nity is no easy task, and we ac-
knowledge the limitations inher-
ent to any mascot,” Murray wrote. 
“No mascot can ever fully rep-
resent the complexity and rich-
ness of our community. Mascots, 
by their very nature, oversimplify 
who we are, what we stand for and 
what it means to be a Whittie.”

According to Murray, Whit-
man’s Communications De-
partment will work to de-
velop a logo to visually dis-
play the Blues and it should be 
completed by the fall of 2017.

“In the end, the mascot is not 
the defining element of Whitman 
College,” Murray wrote. “Instead, 
it is our shared commitment to the 
educational mission of Whitman 
– that of providing a rigorous, 
residential education in the lib-
eral arts – that truly defines us.”

Bring your Whitman student I.D. for a 10% 
discount on regularly priced merchandise.

ADVERTISEMENT

Whitman Announces New Mascot

The Blue Mountains east of Walla Walla. Photo by Marra Clay.

During the past two months a 
new face has been on cam-
pus. The new Sustainabili-

ty Coordinator, Brandon Bishop, 
began work this year on the imple-
mentation of the Climate Action 
Plan and on centralizing the sus-
tainability movement on campus.

The Climate Action Plan—
approved last spring by the Board 
of Trustees— is a document that 
sets up Whitman’s greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction goals.  It sets 
forth a mission to have a 50 per-
cent reduction in Whitman’s emis-
sions by 2020, based on the col-
lege’s 2013 emissions, and a 100 
percent reduction by 2050. The 
creation of the document was a 
two year long process carried 
out by a committee composed 
of students, faculty and staff.

One of the creators of the 
document, Internship Coordi-
nator Victoria Wolff, stressed 
the document’s ability to 
change overtime as new prob-
lems or technologies arrive.

“One of the things to think 
about when you [write] a Climate 
Action Plan is that it is a doc-
ument that is very much alive. 
Things are going to be chang-
ing especially with new tech-
nology coming out,” Wolff said. 
“There is always something new. 
We will go back to see how we 
need to readjust and what oth-
er resources and new technolo-
gies are out there and how will 

that help us to achieve our goals.”
Bishop’s job will be to en-

force the Climate Action Plan and 
create programs that will help 
achieve Whitman’s goal of sus-
tainability such as, creating dorm 
competitions over water usage or 
electricity usage once the school 
is able to know each building’s en-
ergy usage. He is also working on 
retrofitting buildings with greener 
technologies such as LED lights or 

high efficiency washers. Current-
ly, he is analyzing the renewable 
energy credits the Board of Trus-
tees purchased last year to off-
set Whitman’s electricity usage.

Another key element Bish-
op is working on is creating stra-
tegic five-year plans that con-
sist of specific goals in order to 
accomplish the larger goals for 
emissions reduction set forth 
by the Climate Action Plan.

“The Climate Action plan has 
laid the groundwork of where we 
want to go but a lot of the defi-
nition is missing from that docu-
ment. Looking at strategic plans 
every 5 years is going to be critical 

so we can really excel where we 
have opportunities,” Bishop said.

Another one of Bishop’s 
goals is to have an Office of Sus-
tainability with internship pos-
sibilities for students which is a 
goal ASWC Sustainability Direc-
tor, senior Dani Hupper shares.

Hupper believes that by 
having an Office of Sustaina-
bility, sustainability efforts on 
campus can become more cen-
tralized and easier to access.

“The fact that my position 
is the highest position [related 
to sustainability] a student can 
achieve, here at Whitman, is sad. 
We need more positions of lead-
ership, so we can empower stu-
dents who are interested in sus-
tainability so it is not just clubs... 
I want [Bishop] to have a depart-
ment and to not be in the Physi-
cal Plant. [He] should be in Reid. 
We should have a space for sus-
tainability things, a website that 
keeps everything in one place 
rather than having AWSC over 
here and [Bishop] over here and 
the clubs over there and the non-
ASWC clubs in another place.”

Hupper, for one, is look-
ing forward to what Bish-
op has to offer Whitman, and 
to working with him this year.

“[Bishop] has a lot of knowl-
edge and the energy to get things 
done. I think he has a long term 
vision for sustainability that is 
very much aligned with mine 
and I am so happy to leave Whit-
man knowing he is going to be 
here fighting the good fight.”

Where do we 
go from here?

Brandon Bishop. the new Sustainability Coordinator, will learn about Whitman’s water and electricity usage in an attempt to 
cut Whitman’s emissions in half from what they were in 2013 by 2020. Photo by Henry Honzel.

by ELEANOR MATSON
Staff Reporter

New Sustainability 
Coordinator shares vision

For the past day and a half, 
the Whitman community has 
been fixated with the results of 
the 2016 Presidential Election.

While for many Trump’s 
victory evoked feelings of anger 
and disappointment, still a few 
on Whitman’s campus were in 
favor of the results. Nearly eve-
ryone, however, was surprised.

Associate Professor of Pol-
itics Susanne Beechey is teach-
ing a class this semester on the 
2016 Elections. While she didn’t 
expect the results, she empha-
sized that this kind of shock 
is entirely unprecedented.

“No I didn’t expect the 
Trump victory, I think few peo-
ple did,” Beechey said in an 
email to The Whitman Wire. “I 
know for many this feels unprec-
edented, but little is truly unprec-
edented in American politics.”

She cited former President 
Harry Truman’s surprise vic-
tory over Thomas Dewey in 
1948 as a similarly unexpect-
ed win. In the 1948 election, as 
in this year’s election, polling 
data did not predict the outcome.

The discrepancy between 
polling data and the results of 
the election surprised Professor 
of Politics Paul Apostolidis at 
first, but he said that he was less 
surprised after taking the histor-
ical context into consideration.

In an email to The Whit-
man Wire, Apostolidis said that 
Trump’s win may be attributed 
to the failure of the Democratic 
Party to address the economic is-
sues facing job poor areas of the 
country such as Flint, Michigan.

“The Democrats need to of-
fer ambitious, material policy al-
ternatives if they want to bring 
back white working-class vot-
ers,” Apostolidis said. “They 
can no longer rely on symbol-
ic politics, whether in the mul-
ti-culturalist mode of Obama 
and Hillary Clinton or in the 
good-old-boy mode of Bill Clin-
ton, to bring these voters back.”

In response to the election, 
many members of the communi-
ty expressed feelings of mourn-
ing, and offered support to 
friends, family and acquaintanc-
es. In an email to the college on 
Wednesday afternoon, President 
Kathy Murray urged the Whit-
man community to come togeth-
er after what she called a “divi-
sive and contentious” election.

Murray announced that the 
Glover Alston Center (GAC) 
would be open to students, 
staff and faculty on Wednes-
day and Thursday to pro-
vide a space for discussion.

“The Whitman Commu-
nity is made up of people with 
many different beliefs,” read 
Murray’s email. “But it is those 
that we share that define us: in-
clusion, respect for difference, 
care for one another, willing-
ness to engage in challeng-
ing conversations and a shared 
commitment to making Whit-
man a safe environment for eve-
ry member of our community.”

Many of such challenging 
conversations occurred in the 
classroom. Senior Erin Kirkpat-
rick said she discussed the elec-
tion in her philosophy class on 
Plato’s Republic. The discussion 
focused on how politics function 
within different sized societies.

“I feel powerless when I 

think about how much I affect 
events on a national scale, but 
there is so much I can do to get 
directly involved in local gov-
ernment or in Whitman’s com-
munity,” Kirkpatrick said.

Beechey also emphasized 
the importance of staying en-
gaged and involved in politics.

“This has been a hard cam-
paign season for many of us 
but it’s important to remem-
ber that politics neither be-
gins nor ends with elections, 
and the imperatives to politi-
cally engage with and for one 
another continue,” she said.

According to senior Zoey 
Kapusinski, it is important, par-
ticularly for those in positions 
of privilege, to work toward a 
more inclusive and just future.

“I worry that white allies, 
ones who are feeling shocked, 
dismayed and outraged, will 
be too busy struggling with the 
idea that what they thought was 
going to happen didn’t happen. 
That they will not have the ca-
pacity to step up and be there 
for the communities who are 
most vulnerable: primarily im-
migrants and black and brown 
folks,” Kapusinski said. She 
also emphasized the impor-
tance of standing up for wom-
en, LGBTQ people, Muslims, 
Sikhs, persons with disabilities 
and other marginalized groups.

While many at Whitman 
are worried about what the fu-
ture may hold, senior Groover 
Snell, President of the Whit-
man College Republicans Club, 
said that he believes it is im-
portant not to get carried away 
with the results of the election. 
Snell was equally surprised at 
Trump’s victory, but believes 
that the shock will wear off.

“Given the messages of 
unity and cooperation ex-
pressed by Trump, Clinton 
and Obama, the scary and di-
visive feelings about the cam-
paign will go away,” he said.

While Snell did not ex-
press outright support for 
Trump’s victory, he main-
tained that there were legiti-
mate reasons that Trump won.

“There were legiti-
mate grievances with the ‘es-
tablishment’ and reasons 
for Trump’s victory yester-
day,” Snell said. “The elec-
tion results show us that.”

In concluding her email 
to campus, Murray empha-
sized the necessity of con-
tinuing dialogues with-
in the Whitman community, 
as well as the nation as whole.

“This is just the beginning 
of a conversation in which there 
will be no easy answers, but it is 
that ongoing conversation that 
will allow our community and 
our country to begin to heal.”

by CHRISTY CARLEY
News Editor

“Looking at strategic 
plans every 5 years 
is going to be critical 
so we can really 
excel where we have 
opportunities.”
Brandon Bishop
Sustainability Coordinator

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

“In the end, the mascot 
is not the defining 
element of Whitman 
College.”
Kathy Murray
President of Whitman College

“Blues” recieve top votes in survey 

Plan set to cut greenhouse gas emissions

“I feel powerless when I 
think about how much 
I affect events on a 
national scale, but there 
is so much I can do to 
get directly involved 
in local government 
or in Whitman’s 
community.”
Erin Kirkpatrick ‘17
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“Kaleidoscope” is a unique music experience

Bagpipes, accordion, strings, 
Ghanaian drums, gui-
tar, electric bass, brass and 

singers are among the many mu-
sical sounds that came togeth-
er for a unique performance in 
Hunter Conservatory. “Kaleido-
scope,” a concert featuring a va-
riety of ensembles and musicians 
from Whitman College and Wal-
la Walla Community College, 
took place on Sunday, Nov. 6, and 
was far from an ordinary concert.

The audience was seated in 
the middle of the lobby just out-
side Kimball Theatre, while the 
ensembles played from the bal-
conies surrounding them. Some-
times, the ending of one ensem-
ble’s piece would overlap into the 
beginning of another ensemble’s 
piece; other times, there would 
be a brief pause. The result was 
a near-continuous stream of mu-
sic, infused with creative lighting.

Professor Kristin Vining, 
who teaches at both Whitman and 
WWCC, planned and coordinat-
ed “Kaleidoscope.” She explained 
the reasoning for the setup.

“Since the audience is in the 
middle of the room and some-
times the performers are with 
them, you’ll be surrounded by 
the music instead of at being 
at a distance,” Vining said pri-
or to the performance. “[The au-
dience can] really be immersed 
in the music and even when peo-
ple are playing from the balco-
nies, it will fill this whole space.”

Walla Walla Chamber Mu-
sic Festival holds a similar an-
nual concert called “Collage,” 
and Walla Walla University 

holds one called “Prism.” This 
is the first year that Whitman 
has done such a concert, choos-
ing their own unique and fit-
ting name of “Kaleidoscope.”

“The idea of a kaleidoscope is 
that you have many colors and that 
the colors keep changing,” Vin-
ing said, “so we’re applying that 
to music, where it’s many musical 
colors, and those keep changing.”

Professor Beth Szczepans-

ki, a music professor at Whitman 
and founder of the Whitman Gha-
naian Ensemble, both instruct-
ed and performed in the concert.

“The ‘Kaleidoscope’ Con-
cert is a chance for the com-
munity to get a sense of all 
of the great music that goes 
on at Whitman,” Szczepans-
ki wrote in an email to The Wire.

The Ghanaian drumming en-
semble was set up in the middle 

of the audience, rather than be-
ing up in the balcony like many 
of the other ensembles. This is 
first year there has been a Gha-
naian Ensemble at Whitman.

James Graybeal, a mem-
ber of the Ghanaian Ensemble, 
was excited for the performance.

“I definitely like the way it 
sounds like it’s going to turn out,” 
Graybeal said prior to the event. 
“It should be really fun to jump 

around between ensembles and 
just get a flavor of all the things 
going on in campus. I personally 
kind of like the idea of this [set-
up] better than just a formal per-
formance just because it’s more 
interactive and it’s less of an 
us-versus-them sort of thing.”

Vining hopes “Kaleidoscope” 
will become an annual event.

“It’s an opportuni-
ty to perform pieces that you 
might not do in a more tradi-
tional recital,” Vining said.

This non-traditional in-
strumentation was reflected in 
many ways, including the elec-
tric guitar and electric bass play-
ing experimental music. Sim-
ilarly, the accordion and bag-
pipe might not fit in more tra-
ditional ensemble, but they got 
the chance to play with other in-
struments for “Kaleidoscope.”

Graybeal and Szczepanski 
said they hoped to see the audience 
actively enjoying the performance.

“I hope they have 
fun,” Graybeal said. “I 
hope it makes them smile.”

The performance was an ex-
citing one, and many audience 
members appeared to have a good 
time. It was received with heart-
felt applause at the end of the con-
cert, and was, as Vining had em-
phasized, a unique experience.

“It’s a musical experience in-
stead of a concert,” Vining said. 
“It’s just a different opportunity to 
feel like you’re even more a part 
of the music than when there’s that 
separation of stage and audience.”

The event ended with a choral 
excerpt of John Lennon’s “Imag-
ine,” further unifying the perform-
ers and audience and solidifying 
the unique musical experience.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

A rather unique musical combo; a violinist and an accordion player perform together at “Kaleidoscope.” Photo by Samarah 
Uribe Mendez

Wire Watch
“Here, There & Everywhere”

A film celebrating all things snowsports-related. 

7:00 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10. Cordiner Hall. Tickets 
10 dollars presale, 15 dollars at the door.

Fall Jazz Ensemble Concert
Directed by Doug Scarborough and Gary Gemberling. 

7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10. Chism Hall. 
Free and open to the public.

“Antigonick”
Anne Carson’s radical translation of the Sophocles 

play “Antigone,” presented by the Whitman 
Department of Theatre. 

8:00 p.m., Thursday-Sunday, Nov. 10 to 13 (matinee 
performance at 2:00 p.m on Sunday, Nov. 13). 

Alexander Stage, Harper Joy Theatre. Tickets free 
for Whitman students.

“Warrior: The Life of Leonard Peltier”
A 1992 documentary presented by IPECC, shedding 
light on the highly problematic judicial proceedings 
and conviction of indigenous man, Leonard Peltier. 

7:00 p.m., Friday, Nov. 11. Kimball Theatre.

“Noises Off”
The Michael Frayn farce, as performed by the local 

actors of the Little Theatre. 

7:30 p.m, Friday to Sunday, November 11 to 13 
(matinee performance 2:00 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 13). 

Little Theatre of Walla Walla. Tickets 15 dollars.

Built to Spill
The indie rock group comes to Main Street Studios 

for one night only. 

Doors open 8:00 p.m, show begins 9:00 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 12. Main Street Studios. Tickets 20 

dollars advance, 22 dollars day of show.

Week of November 10th

As part of the ongoing Equal-
ity Coffeehouse event, 
FACE (Feminists Advo-

cating for Change and Empower-
ment) invited a rather unique per-
former in comedian Gloria Bi-
gelow, who uniquely addressed 
intersectional issues across the 
board. Her exuberance and expres-
siveness brought her comedy to 
life and kept the audience laughing 
while tackling contentious issues, 
from her own perspective as a 
black lesbian woman, to a predom-
inantly white college audience.

Originally from the suburbs of 
Pittsburgh, Bigelow made her en-
trance into the world of comedy in 
New York City, performing stand-
up at well-known venues across 
the city. Since then, Bigelow has 
performed both nationally and in-
ternationally, as well as appear-
ing on television, in documen-
taries and in published writings.

Bigelow’s performance was 
part of this year’s Equality Coffee-
house, an annual event put on by 
FACE, a club that focuses on many 
feminist and intersectional issues. 
Before the event, students had the 
opportunity to partake in a come-
dy workshop with Bigelow and eat 
dinner with her. The event itself 
started with open mike for students 
before Bigelow took the stage.

Senior Zoey Kapusins-
ki, FACE co-president, gave in-
sight into the planning that went 
into the event. This year, FACE 
chose to deviate from its usu-
al Slam Poetry event, which has 
been a staple in previous years.

“This year we wanted to go for 
a little different feel...we wanted to 

bring some comedy and some lev-
ity to campus,” Kapusinski said.

Despite the change in perfor-
mance type, FACE’s goal for the 
event continues in a similar tone.

“For every Equality Coffee-
house, we really try to find some-
one who’s impactful and can 
kind of bring issues, intersec-
tional issues, to light of gener-
al audience, while also being en-
tertaining,” Kapusinski said.

The cosponsorship of other 
clubs, like the Black Student Union 
(BSU) and GLBTQ, was invalua-
ble, both in monetary support and in 
spreading the word across campus.

Sean Hannah, of BSU, 
spoke about the club’s involve-
ment in this year’s Equality Cof-
feehouse, focusing on the values 
of addressing intersectional is-
sues through a single performer. 

“I think that it’s important 
to be able to consider other iden-
tities when you are trying to at-
tack an issue such as sexism or 
racism. So I think it’s a good op-
portunity to have someone who 
is of a minority race and a mi-
nority sexuality,” Hannah said.

With this in mind, Han-
nah hoped this event would 
raise awareness of the inter-
sectional aspects of any issue.

“We shouldn’t speak of one 
problem of having one main 
group that’s being attacked by 

it, but there’s a lot of variations,” 
Hannah said. “It’s not just white 
women who are under the is-
sue of sexism, or black men who 
are under the issue of racism.”

Like many comedians, Bi-
gelow’s show drew inspiration 
from her personal experienc-
es. For her, this meant many of 
her jokes centered on black and 
lesbian elements in her identity.

At Whitman, a predomi-
nantly white school, addressing 
of issues of race can be an intim-
idating prospect. Bigelow’s show 
used humor to bring these is-
sues to into focus in an accessible 
way, allowing the audience to ad-
dress contentious issues head-on.

Ella Manashil, a first-
year at Whitman, was one stu-
dent who attended the show. She 
commented on Bigelow’s abil-
ity to relate with the students 
through jokes about college.

“I thought the college stuff was 
really interesting because we all 
kind of relate to that so it was funny 
to hear her experience and her take 
on what we all do,” Manishil said.

However, Manishil not-
ed that less-relatable aspects of 
the show were equally impor-
tant, as they brought a differ-
ent perspective to the school.

“I think it’s really important 
to bring that attitude and opin-
ion to a school like this, where 
a lot of people might not hear 
that stuff a lot, with the popu-
lation being so white and up-
per middle class,” Manashil said.

Through her unique ability 
to relate with her audience while 
bringing a different perspective, 
Bigelow’s performance kept peo-
ple laughing while tackling im-
portant and current issues head-on.

by MISSY GERLACH
Staff Reporter

Comedian Gloria Bigelow 
provides provocative, 

socially-conscious humor

Gloria Bigelow (above) performs in the Reid Basement as part of the Equality Coffeehouse event.  Photo by Samarah Uribe 
Mendez

Danita Ryan
Presented by IPECC and WEB Cultural Events, 
Danita Ryan speaks on gratitude, healing, and 

ceremony from a Navajo perspective. 

7:00p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday, Nov. 14. Kimball Theatre.

A&E

“We wanted to go for a 
little different feel ... to 
bring some comedy and 
some levity to campus.
Zoey Kapusinski ‘17
Co-President, FACE
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Soccer rises in America: the MLS story

The 2016 Major League Soc-
cer (MLS) season is com-
ing to a close and its pop-

ularity has never been higher. 
The 2016 season had 25.7 mil-
lion gross viewership, an eight 
percent increase from the 2015 
season. The league is particular-
ly optimistic because 55 percent 
of its viewership was aged 18-
49, the highest percentage of any 
North American sports league.

The MLS also contin-
ues to see growth in attend-
ance, which was at an all time 
high this year, with an average 
of 21,692 per match. This num-
ber ranks third in all U.S. pro-
fessional sports leagues, only 
behind the NFL and MLB.

Seniors Austin Shaff and 
Spencer Mueller provided a va-

riety of reasons for why they be-
lieved the popularity of soccer 
continues to increase in the U.S. 
“I think soccer continues to grow 
in popularity in part because of 
increased youth participation. 
More people have played and 
continue to play, and as a result I 
think that has contributed to the 
growth in popularity,” Shaff said.

Mueller believes, “Soccer in 
the U.S. has usually suffered be-
cause it tries too hard to be like 
American Football; big hits, 
lots of showmanship and goli-
ath-players. A new generation of 
sports fans have grown tired with 
that model of excess and are turn-
ing to something simpler. It took 
some time, but Americans are be-
ginning to realize soccer’s glob-
al popularity wasn’t an accident.”

“I also think U.S. Soccer’s 
success [at the international level] 
has contributed to the increase in 

popularity of MLS,” Shaff added
However, the popularity of 

the MLS still pales in compari-
son to many leagues around the 
world. Luke Hampton, current 
Resident Director of Anderson 
Hall, chooses to watch La Liga 
(Spain’s primary league) and the 
Premier League (England’s pri-
mary league) over the MLS.

“While the MLS can be en-
tertaining and the league is def-
initely improving, the main Eu-
ropean leagues (Spain, England, 
Germany, France, Italy, even 
Netherlands and Portugal) are 
on another level. It’s a differ-
ence that you really notice more 
when you have a better under-
standing of the game and once 
you have a deeper understand-
ing of the game, MLS soccer re-
ally starts to lose its watchability. 
It’s boring in the way that a cal-
culus student wouldn’t be stimu-

lated by algebra or trigonometry; 
while there are moments of beau-
ty, it lacks the complexity, sub-
tlety and overall quality. In the 
game this shows through tactics, 
first touch and what I, and many 
others, call soccer IQ,” Hampton 
said. “There’s also a much deep-
er history and tradition that en-
hances the overall experience 
of the European soccer scene.”

One primary difference be-
tween the MLS and other leagues 
across the world is that the MLS 
utilizes a playoff system. In oth-
er leagues, the team with the 
points at the end of the season 
is crowned champion. Howev-
er, like other American sports 
leagues, the MLS has top teams 
enter knockout rounds at the end 
of the season. 12 of the 20 MLS 
teams enter the playoffs, and 
MLS critics believe this leads to 
a decreased importance on reg-

ular season games. But sup-
porters love the thrill of a play-
off system, which is current-
ly occurring for the 2016 season.

Only four teams remain, 
with conference finals com-
ing up in the next few weeks. 
One of the teams that remains 
are the Seattle Sounders, Muel-
ler’s team of choice, who entered 
the playoffs in dramatic fashion.

“We came back from last 
place in the league. We’ve had 
must-win games for the last two 
months. We didn’t even have a 
permanent coach until last week. 
After all of that, we’re scor-
ing goals for fun and it’s incred-
ible to watch,” Mueller said.

Overall, the youth’s in-
creased interest in the MLS 
and soccer in general sug-
gests that we will only contin-
ue to see a rise in the populari-
ty of the MLS for years to come.

The grass is green and the fu-
ture is bright for Whit-
man’s Athletic Complex. 

The Athletic Department is pro-
gressing on plans to bring game 
streaming capability and possi-
bly a new clubhouse to the facility.

Located three blocks north of 
campus, the Athletic Complex is 
host to practice and game fields for 
Whitman’s field sports. Men’s soc-
cer, women’s soccer, women’s la-
crosse and baseball all call the facil-
ity home. Unlike many other game-
day locations in the conference, how-
ever, Whitman’s Complex is lacking 
game streaming capability and sup-
plementary athletic facilities on-site. 
To access the locker rooms and train-
ing room, teams must make the trek 
back to Sherwood Athletic Center.

Fortunately, the Athlet-
ic Department has plans to reme-
dy these problems. Game stream-
ing is being implemented begin-
ning this spring at soccer and la-
crosse’s game field. Starting with 
the lacrosse season in the spring, 
students, family, friends and re-
cruits will be able to view live feeds 
of games. This service is already 
available at Whitman for indoor 
sports like basketball and volleyball.

“Our motivation is to provide 
equity to all our teams as we are al-
ready streaming for other sports 
where we have wire connected in-
ternet. With this added service, we 
hope to enhance our field sports 
recruiting and to better meet the 
needs of our families in the soc-
cer and lacrosse programs,” Ath-
letic Director Dean Snider said.

Women’s soccer head coach 
Laura Williamson is especially 
drawn to the recruiting potential of 
having game streaming capability.

“We recruit nationally and par-
ents, family and friends of our stu-
dents want to be able to see our 
matches ... The ability to tell fam-
ilies and prospective students 
that all of our matches will be 
streamed online will allow us to 

continue to draw student-athletes 
from a range of regions,” she said. 

While game streaming is a con-
crete development, the procurement 
of locker rooms and training facili-
ties are less certain. Conversations 
have taken place in Sherwood over 
recent months regarding the con-
struction of a clubhouse between the 
practice fields at the Complex. Cur-
rent architectural plans show the 
facility would feature four locker 
rooms (one for each team), a training 
room with an ice bath, supplemen-
tary offices for coaches, a dressing 
room for officials and a central hall-
way that could be used for events.

“Our department’s top priori-
ty is the addition of a clubhouse fa-
cility at the Athletic Fields. This pro-
ject will be considered, along with 
other college priorities, in the stra-
tegic planning process,” Snider said. 

In other words, the clubhouse 
is the department’s top proposal for 
Whitman’s strategic plan. Due to 
higher priority projects, like the Liv-
ing at Whitman Initiative, however, 
it is not known when the clubhouse 
will be built. Only once the new din-
ing and residence halls are complet-
ed will the College begin to more se-
riously consider projects like this.

Yet despite the uncertainty, 
coaches and players remain hope-
ful for the clubhouse’s construction. 
The soccer programs, for instance, 
currently do not have locker rooms. 
The women’s team has tried to make 
use of the small building by the 
game field for locker room and game 
film purposes, but the space is small, 
run down and filled with equipment.

“It would be beneficial to have 
a building where we could watch 
film and get treatment,” sopho-
more soccer player Ellie Fix said. 
“I’m [probably] not going to be 
here for it, but it’s necessary.”

Men’s soccer head coach Jose 
Cedeno is also excited by the pros-
pect of facilities at the fields. 

“The clubhouse will be a great 
addition to our program as it will be-
come our home base. Just steps away 
from our practice and game fields we 
will have access to a training room, 
locker room and showers. I’ll enjoy 
that our players will have a more 
complete experience on what it’s like 
to play college soccer,” Cedeno said.

“Team spaces are vital to creat-
ing the environment and team chem-
istry to take our programs where we 
want to go–the top of the Northwest 
Conference,” Williams Not only 
would a clubhouse and locker room 
space streamline the daily operation 
of our team and save precious time 
for our already time-crunched stu-
dents, but it would also give the ath-
letes a space that is truly only theirs.”

Regardless of when the plans 
come to fruition, Whitman’s ath-
letes, families, fans and prospec-
tive students will undoubtedly ben-
efit from these services. Most im-
portantly, both projects give Whit-
man Athletics the growth it needs 
to continue to compete with oth-
er schools and recruit top-calib-
er athletes from around the world.

“At the end of the day, prospec-
tive students take facilities into ac-
count when making their final col-
lege decisions,” Williamson said.

by ARIE KNOPS
Sports Reporter

Top: First year guard Jaron Kirkley rises up for a dunk. Kirkley is one of seven newcomers for the Blues. Bottom: First-year  
Trevor Osborne drives to the basket as senior Christian McDonald plays tight defense. Photos by James Baker.

SCOREBOARD
SOCCCER
Men’s
v. Whitworth University Nov. 5: T 1-1
Women’s
v. Pacific University Nov. 6: L  1-0

VOLLEYBALL
v. Lewis & Clark College Nov. 4: W 3-1

UPCOMING
BASKETBALL
Men’s
HOME v. Walla Walla University Nov. 10
Women’s
HOME v. Eastern Oregon University Nov. 16

SWIMMING
AWAY v. Pacific University Nov. 11

One of the most exciting 
outlooks for the 2016-
17 season, however, is 

the influx of talent into the ros-
ter. In addition to five first years 
in the recruiting class, the Blues 
have welcomed two transfers to 
the team this Fall: Ben Beatie, 
a sophomore from Trinity Uni-
versity in Texas, and Jase Harri-
son, a junior from the Academy 
of Art University in California.

“The first year players have 
done an extraordinary job of 
meshing with the returners on 
the team. They have combined 
a willingness to engage with 
a fierce competitive drive that 
helps keep our practices focused 
and concrete. I could not be more 
pleased with the seven new faces 
we brought in this year. Not only 
are they stand-up guys off of the 
court, but they are great basket-
ball players to boot,” noted sen-
ior guard Christian McDonald.

McDonald himself has only 
recently returned to the court af-
ter suffering a knee injury six 
months ago. If the team is indeed 
going to make a deep run in the 
2017 NCAA tournament—as the 
Whitman community hopes—it 
may be vital for McDonald to re-
cover fully and remain healthy.

Howell also commented on 
the next-man-up mentality of the 
team and the important role that 
the incoming players will hold in 
their first season with the Blues.

“Being such a young team, I 
feel like our new guys will play a 
huge role for us on the court this 
year. They each bring their own 
unique talents to the team, which 
is what we will need as the sea-
son approaches. [I’m] very excit-
ed to see the growth and devel-
opment of these young players 
moving forward,” Howell said.

The road to the NCAA tour-
nament, however, will not be easy 
for the Blues. Whitman will play 
eight perennial tournament con-
tenders throughout the season, 
including #7 College of Woost-
er, #17 Marietta College and #12 
Whitworth University. Whitman 
may face one of the most compet-
itive schedules in the country and 
therefore the Blues have worked 
tirelessly in preseason practices 

to ready themselves for this slate.
“Tough spring and fall work-

outs is what we needed to prepare 
ourselves for one of the toughest 
schedules our program has ever 
faced,” added junior JoJo Wig-
gins, who should be a key fix-
ture in the low post this season.

Wiggins, McDonald and 
Howell all shared similar senti-
ments regarding the team’s goals 
for the season. “I would say that 
our goals as a team have not 
changed from last year’s. We as-
pire to win a league title, a league 
tournament title and a national 
championship,” McDonald said.

Whitman will kick off its 
season at home against cross-
town rival Walla Walla Uni-
versity at 7:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Nov. 10. After games in the 
Northwest Conference Clas-
sic and Daytona Beach Shootout 
in Florida, conference play will 
begin in earnest in January.

The Blues are sure to bring 
a mixture of talent, persever-
ance and determination through-
out the course of the season. 
Whitman’s preseason top 10 
ranking indicates that the Blues 
may challenge for a Northwest 
Conference title and—if the 
ball bounces just right—per-
haps a national championship.

Blues ranked #9 in the nation

“We aspire to win a 
league title, a league 
tournament title and a 
national championship”
Christian McDonald ‘17

Development plans 
for athletic complex

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Reporter

from Daniel Charlton, page 1

Whitman’s soccer and lacrosse practice fields. Photo by Marra Clay.
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Ever dreamed of grabbing a 
beer with a professor or fel-
low student after class at a 

convenient on-campus location? Al-
though it’s not yet possible, seniors 
Mitchell Cutter and Spencer Muel-
ler seek to make that dream a reality.

As part of their larger vision of 
an on-campus bar, this Friday, Nov. 
11, Cutter and Mueller in conjunction 
with WEB are holding a pub night in 
the basement of Reid Campus Cent-
er. The event, dubbed “Rathskeller” 
after the German word for pubs lo-
cated in the basement (Keller) of 
a city hall (Rathaus), is designed 
to bring together 21-and-up mem-
bers of the Whitman community 
with local wine, beer and live music.

While Whitman’s current al-
cohol policy allows alcohol to be 
served at special on-campus events 

like the Rathskeller, what would 
it take for a regular campus bar to 
exist? How has Whitman’s alco-
hol policy changed through time?

Alcohol at Whitman: a brief 
history

During the first week of No-
vember, the Student Life Governing 
Board, composed of trustees, over-
seers, a faculty liaison and two stu-
dent representatives, met to review 
Whitman’s current alcohol policy.

According to ASWC Senator 
for the class of 2018 AnnaMarie Mc-
Corvie, the review was not spurred 
by anything in particular but rath-
er came up for reexamination be-
cause the last change to the poli-
cy was made over three decades 
ago, in 1981. While we may tend 
to think of Whitman’s policies as 
growing more liberal as socie-
ty’s attitude toward alcohol in gen-

eral becomes more relaxed, that 
has not necessarily been the case.

“[Whitman’s alcohol pol-
icy] is surprisingly less leni-
ent now, even though we think 
of ourselves as having a very le-
nient policy,” McCorvie said.

Prior to the 1981 changes to the 
policy, ASWC used its funds to pur-
chase alcohol for events which both 

students and faculty attended. Fur-
thermore, thanks to a 1972 revision 
to the Student Social Regulations 
under President Sheehan, students of 
legal drinking age could hold events 
with alcohol in the common areas of 
residence halls if they obtained per-
mission from the Dean of Students 
to schedule a “special function.”

“I met with a few of the trustees 
and overseers who went to school 
during this [policy], and one who 
was a faculty member during this...
and he would go to these ASWC 
sponsored keggers with his wife... 
I can’t imagine it,” McCorvie said.

The current policy prohibits 
drinking in common areas of resi-
dence halls, but allows students to 
drink in private spaces, such as dorm 

rooms. Enforcement of the poli-
cy is left up to the RA of each res-
idence hall. Student representa-
tive to the Student Life Governing 
Board Steven Aslin ‘18 explained 
that there is widespread agree-
ment that this policy works well.

“There’s definitely a consen-
sus that the policy we have right now 
regarding alcohol...it’s been a very 
popular and really effective poli-
cy for the most part,” Aslin said. 
Statistics from the Health Cent-
er indicate that the number of over-
night stays due to alcohol consump-
tion have been relatively stable.

Both administration and res-
idence life work to promote alco-
hol education through informa-
tional posters and a lecture for 
first years on substance abuse.

Rather than address the pol-
icy itself, the November meet-
ings mainly discussed prob-
lems related to alcohol use.

“The main sort of problem 
solving and problems that were 
brought up was [alcohol] addic-
tion, and how we deal with ad-
diction as a campus,” Aslin said.

Solutions discussed in-
cluded hiring a full time addic-
tion counselor and finding ways 
to expand on-campus alcohol ed-
ucation to off-campus spaces.

Currently, students with al-
cohol addiction are referred to 
the Counseling Center, while the 
Health Center provides critical care.

A vision for the future: Reid 
Tavern

Cutter and Mueller have been 
working on getting a bar in Reid 
since January of this year. The pro-
ject initially sparked from a lack of 
communal space for upperclassmen.

“First years and sophomores 
have their residence halls’ com-
mon spaces or the fraternity spac-
es to call ‘social gathering spac-
es.’ Upperclassmen have off-cam-
pus houses that are very seg-
mented and fragmented and 
there’s no social space outside 
of the library that people could 
come and gather,” Mueller said.

Originally, Cutter and Muel-
ler had hoped that Whitman would 
purchase the old Bacon & Eggs lo-
cation or the location across from the 
gym that is now a furniture store and 
turn that into something for upper-
classmen, like a bar or cafe. Cutter 
and Mueller soon found out, how-
ever, that the college, under the di-
rection of the Board of Trustees, 
planned to renovate Reid. To bet-
ter align with these plans, the pair 
decided to focus on making Reid 
more of a social center for campus.

Last semester and over the 
summer they wrote three different 
documents, all expanding on the 
same central point that Reid campus 
center has the potential to be some-
thing different and better than what 
it is right now. Since then, Cutter and 
Mueller have met with Whitman 
staff in Reid, Memorial, Whitman 
finances and the Student Life Office. 
They have presented administration 
with short-term changes, changes 
that they would like to see in the next 
three years and long-term visions.

According to Mueller, ad-
ministration have taken on some 
of the changes and rejected oth-
ers, but they share many of Cut-
ter and Mueller’s long-term goals 
for what Reid Campus Cent-
er should be when it is renovated.

“So, right now they are not com-
mitted...to complete a bar in Reid and 
definitely not in the time that either 
of us are here at Whitman. But what 
we have been working on and what 
we are hoping and what we have 
seen is that administrators are open 
to the idea of thinking about it and 
potentially trying it, when or if this 
building is renovated,” said Mueller.

Cutter added that change hap-
pens slowly at Whitman; even just 
getting a foosball table for the base-
ment of Reid proved difficult. He 
emphasized, however, that ad-
ministration recognizes that sstu-
dents should have a say in what hap-
pens to Reid. Cutter added that ad-
ministration has been willing to 
at least investigate the majori-
ty of Cutter and Mueller’s sugges-
tions and often pushed the pair to 
refine their ideas and gather more 
concrete data to support them.

“The question of serving al-
cohol in Reid and of the col-
lege serving alcohol at all to stu-
dents is a big strategic question 
that the college has to consider 
for a lengthier period of time than 
we are hoping for,” Cutter said.

The project would not re-
quire a change in Whitman’s con-
tract with Bon Appetite. Bon Appe-
tite would apply for a liquor license 
within Reid so that they would be 
able to commercially serve alcohol 
to anyone who is over the age of 21.

Bon Appetite already serves 
alcohol at campus locations at oth-
er schools, including the Universi-
ty of Portland and Kenyon College.

In terms of the alcohol policy at 
Whitman, there is a difference be-
tween what the Washington State 
Liquor Control Board’s laws and 
what Whitman College’s rules are.

“That’s a good thing,” Muel-
ler said. “Because Whitman is here 
to foster an environment of safe and 
responsible consumption and mod-
el that behavior. The change for the 
alcohol policy comes in a cultural 
change in terms of how we would 
model that safe consumption.”

According to Cut-
ter, however, their primary fo-
cus is not the alcohol policy.

“Yes, we would like to serve 
wine and beer in Reid, but that is not 
the primary purpose of this move-
ment. We are trying to change Reid 
into a space where people actual-
ly want to hang out. And that comes 
down to, yes, alcohol, but also to 
seating, to lighting, to atmosphere, 
to trying to get a damn foosball ta-
ble down [in Reid],” Cutter said.

Many could argue that build-
ing a bar in Reid should not be 
a topic of concern that Whit-
man has many other, more im-
portant issues to tackle first.

“One argument that I’ve had to 
grapple with is why am I spending 
my efforts trying to renovate a build-
ing when we lack diversity, when 
there are sexual assaults week-
ly on this campus. And it’s a hard 
question. Because building a foos-
ball table doesn’t prevent someone 
from being assaulted,” Mueller said.

Mueller recognizes that an 
on-campus bar may seem un-
related to the solving more ur-
gent problems, but he emphasiz-
es that this project has the poten-
tial to bring a lot of unexpected 
good to the Whitman community.

“But what it does, hopeful-
ly, is it changes the culture on this 
campus to have a space that’s fun 
and not sterile, that people would 
want to come to and spend time at. 
And through having a fun space 
that is safe, I hope that gives some-
thing good back to this campus.”

When & 
where? 

Come enjoy live music and 
local beer and wine at a one 
night only pub night in Reid. 21 
and up only.

What:
Rathskeller
When:. Friday, Nov. 11, 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Where:
Reid Basement

Raising a glass at Whitman:
Students seek on-campus 
space to drink, socialize

“through having a fun 
space that is safe, I hope 
that gives something 
good back to this 
campus.”
Spencer Mueller ‘17

“Yes, we would like to 
serve wine and beer 
in Reid, but that is not 
the primary purpose 
of this movement. We 
are trying to change 
Reid into a space where 
people actually want to 
hang out.”
Mitchell Cutter ‘17

by OLIVIA GILBERT
Feature Editor

“There’s definitely a 
consensus that the 
policy we have right 
now regarding alcohol... 
it’s been a very popular 
and effective policy for 
the most part”
Steven Aslin ‘18
Student Representative to the Student 
Life Governing Board

Illustration by Claire Revere
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Voices from the Community What do you think about the idea of having a campus bar? Photos by Caroline Ashford Arya

MARIANNE
KELLOGG 
Senior

“I think that the idea of having a bar is a 
positive idea because right now juniors 
and seniors are kind of lacking a shara-
ble space with their removal from plac-
es like residence halls where they have 
lounges and spaces to interact. I think 
it would provide a really unique oppor-
tunity for more organic interactions be-
tween upperclassmen, rather than them 
having to seek their friends out.”

MADDY
GYONGYOSI
Junior

“I think that it’s a good idea in the 
sense that it would create kind of a 
more central community on campus, I 
think. Especially–would it be in Reid? 
I think it would be in Reid. So it would 
transform the space into a place where 
more people would hang out. I also 
think it would promote a more respon-
sible relationship to alcohol especially 
in students.”

NOAH
SCHLENK
Junior

“I don’t know. I don’t think it would be 
that great of an idea because then only 
21-year-olds would be allowed at it, 
and I feel like that would close it off to 
certain seniors or people with fake IDs. 
And so it wouldn’t really grow a com-
munity–it would maybe make it a little 
more exclusive.”

DECLAN
ANDREWS
First-year

“It’s not really going to affect me that 
much because, I mean, I’m not going to 
be able to go there–as a freshman–for a 
few years so I don’t really see like...it’s 
not really going to have any negative 
impact on me.”

There is so much talk here 
about how diversity mat-
ters and how Whitman has 

been trying to make the commu-
nity more diverse by including 
more minorities and internation-
al students in the past few years. 
Unfortunately, these efforts don’t 
seem enough, especially when 
you look at the statistics relat-
ed to the student body. 72 per-
cent of Whitman students identi-
fy as white/Caucasian. The num-
ber wouldn’t be surprising since 

this is an elite small private liber-
al arts college, but it goes against 
all the claims by the school for 
the increasing efforts for more di-
versity from year to year.

Numbers are not all that 
show lack of diversity. The gener-
al vibe on campus also highlights 
the uniform student body. There 
is a reason why the joke name for 
the school is ‘Whiteman.’ Those 
who are white students might not 
really feel it, but several inter-
national students or students be-
longing to racial minorities that 
I have spoken to feel the ‘white-
ness’ in this school.

Unfortunately, because 
they are so few and scattered all 
around the campus, it is hard for 
them to feel like their race or eth-
nicity is properly represented in 
the school and that they too mat-
ter. Some of them even feel like 
the ‘whiteness’ in the school is 
trying to whitewash them and 

turn them into ‘one of them.’ 
They feel that they should try to 
act like the majority represented 
in the school, if they want to feel 
accepted in the Whitman commu-
nity.

Perhaps some people who are 
part of the majority in the school 
would ask: ‘why should we have 
diversity, why does it matter so 
much?’ There are many reasons 
why diversity matters in a col-
lege campus. For many students 
who have been raised in an on-
ly-white community, interaction 
with other ethnic and race back-
grounds would expand worldli-
ness and make them aware of oth-
er communities and other life sto-
ries. It is usually said that what 
you learn outside the classroom 
is as important as what you learn 
inside the classroom. Well, this 
is definitely one of those oppor-
tunities. Just by talking to more 
diverse students, you feel like 

you can traveling without hav-
ing to go anywhere. Isn’t it bor-
ing to have friends who share the 
same background and life stories 
as you?

The ability to engage with 
different people of different cul-
tures would prepare you better to 
face the world tomorrow and in 
your future jobs when you grad-
uate college. Not only do you 
learn how to feel comfortable 
and properly engage with people 
that are different from you, but 
you also learn new perspectives 
and views. Most importantly, you 
learn how to get out of an ethno-
centric or egocentric viewpoint, 
which enriches you and makes 
you a better student and human 
being. Above all else, diversi-
ty teaches you respect for people 
that are different from you and 
not to ever try to make them fit 
you or your world views.

NIKOLAUS 
KENNELLY
Columnist

Mainstream media:
no second helpings, please

Like most of my colleagues, 
I am the result of an exper-
iment. I am what happens 

when you take 25 million kids and 
raise them on a 24-hour all-you-
can-eat information buffet. A buf-
fet in which a few main courses are 
served ad nauseam and the dessert 
section emits wafts of irresistible 
odors. I’ve tried all the usual op-
tions—high-circulation newspa-
pers, mainstream television, popu-
lar lit—and moved on to the buf-
fet’s poorly traversed corners. Here 
I’ve found obscurantist newspa-
pers advocating radical and dan-
gerous ideas, films asking their au-
diences to withhold their expecta-
tions about narrative structure and 
literature existing somewhere on 
the periphery between high (here 
come the accusations of elitism) 
and low culture—too difficult to 
be widely disseminated, but too re-
cent to be discussed in the lecture 
halls of academia.

But through all this, I’ve been 
tempted by those irresistible des-
serts—kittens wearing top hats, 
overblown action thrillers, badly 
written sci-fi novellas—and I’ve 
grown a bit of a tummy as a re-
sult. I know what I should be con-
suming, but like an addict, my will 
falls apart at the slightest glimpse 
of a few-week-old mammal be-
longing to the family felidae.

Or, well, that’s the sort of in-
ternal conflict I’m supposed to be 
having.

Here’s a potentially radical al-
ternative: What if both the main 
courses and the desserts are mak-
ing me fat? That is, what if the dis-
tinction between what I’d nor-
mally consider meaningful media 
and meaningless media isn’t real-
ly there and they are both harming 
me in equal measures? Take, say, 
all the coverage of the election. I 
don’t think it would be particular-
ly controversial to say that most of 
the stuff that’s pumped out about 
the candidates is filler, but what 
if I suggested that it has more in 
common with eclairs than bouilla-
baisse? What if when I read about 
Trump or Clinton, really what I am 
seeing are fluffy nonsense phras-
es that have a bite but no real last-
ing value? I mean, when I consid-
er the utter vacuousness of the can-
didates’ words (“we are going to 
build a country where all our chil-

dren can dream and those dreams 
are within reach,” “It’s time for real 
leadership and time for change,” 
etc), it begins to seem obvious that 
most mainstream political arti-
cles—which are by nature deriva-
tive—are fated to be high fructose.

If this were the case, and if I 
cared about my intellectual blood 
sugar, I’d be left with one option: 
look elsewhere. But in looking 
elsewhere, how am I to know when 
I’ve stumbled upon media that is 
actually worthwhile? There are a 
few things to keep an eye out for, 
I think.

First, it should make me un-
comfortable about myself. This 
is perhaps the most jarring differ-
ence between the mass media and 
some worthwhile alternatives—
the mainstream media almost nev-
er presents information critical of 
its viewers. When, say, the U.S. 
supports an oppressive regime—
take the Suharto regime in Indone-
sia—it receives very little coverage 
from mainstream sources like The 
New York Times, but often makes 
headlines in alternative sourc-
es like Dissent, In These Times, Z 

Mag and The New York Review of 
Books. Further, domestic policy is-
sues and congressional deadlocks 
are not portrayed as symptomat-
ic of our collective way of life, but 
rather as some outside attack on an 
otherwise ideal system. That is, the 
mainstream media quibbles about 
the minutia existing within an ac-
cepted ideology (a warped rum-
ball of neoliberalism, republican-
ism and exceptionalism), while al-
ternative media often mulls over a 
potluck of competing ideologies.

Second, it shouldn’t apply the 
principle of concision. The main-
stream media will often avoid his-
torical background and nuanced 
analysis in order to keep view-
ers hooked. If I catch myself un-
reflectively darting from subject 
to subject, I might be looking at 
the wrong type of media. The av-
erage word count of sources like 
The Wall Street Journal is between 
600 and 1200 words for op-eds 
(which is way above CNN and Fox 
at a few hundred words) whereas 
the average word count for sources 
like Dissent and The New States-
man is in the 2500 word range (The 

New Statesman even has a section 
titled “Long Reads”).

Third, it shouldn’t use lan-
guage restricted to a particular 
time and place. We see this all the 
time in the context of labor rights, 
where the mainstream media con-
sistently avoids using Marxist ter-
minology because of the belief that 
it’s passé. This aversion to histor-
ical language and complex jargon 
might at first appear to be driven 
by a desire for clarity, but anyone 
even remotely versed in Orwell 
should see the dangers lurking un-
der the surface here. No words ex-
ist free of ideological baggage, and 
so the belief that simplistic lan-
guage will somehow lead to ob-
jective reporting is obviously mis-
guided.

Of course, even if I apply all 
three of these principles, there’s 
still a good chance that I’ll be wast-
ing my time. Consuming worth-
while media might help me de-
velop a nuanced understanding of 
the world, but all that understand-
ing will be for naught unless I con-
quer my appetite and walk out of 
the buffet.

Suffering in sameness

Dear Mom: 
advice 
column

Dear Mom,

I have a crush on someone 

at Whitman. But they don’t know 

it, and I am not sure how to tell 

them. We don’t have any class-

es together, but they’re involved 

in a lot of stuff on campus so I’ve 

seen them around a fair amount. 

When we pass in between class-

es, they smile and sometimes wave, 

but I just don’t really know how to 

tell them. I don’t see them at social 

things, like parties or meal times, 

which I feel like would be the easi-

est places to have a real conversa-

tion and get to know them. I hon-

estly considered sending them an 

email before I realized I really just 

needed advice from someone who 

knows better. And while I do have 

a crush on this person, I also think 

we could just get along—it seems 

like we have really similar sens-

es of humor, and I’d like to get to 

know them better either way! In 

your infinite wisdom, Mom, do you 

have advice for someone like me? 

How can I get to know this person 

better? Is there a way to let them 

know I like them (as a person but 

also possibly as a crush) without it 

seeming weird?

Yours,

Conflicted

Dear Conflicted,
I once knew a family friend 

who could spend hours looking 
through the houses-for-sale sec-
tion of the newspaper. She would 
always just look. Imagining her-
self in the houses regardless of the 
location or the price tag. She lived 
in a perfectly nice house herself, 
and had no need or desire to move 
to another one and yet she would, 
on the occasion, peruse the news-
papers with the expression of one 
who looked ready to buy the next 
week. One day while we were 
driving in the car I asked my par-
ents why this woman had such a 
peculiar habit. My dad replied that 
owning houses in your imagina-
tion was infinitely more enjoya-
ble than in real life. There were 
no leaves to clean from the gut-
ters, no mortgages to pay, no pipes 
to worry about or floors to sweep. 
This woman was doing what all 
of us wished we could do: to live 
in these houses and experience 
their beauty, quirks and memories 
without all of the hassles that the 
reality of owning a house brings 
with it.

I include this anecdote not as 
a way of comparing your crush to 
a house that you want to purchase, 
but rather to say that sometimes 
our imaginations create worlds 
that are preferable to reality; this 
is important to be aware of as we 
navigate our way through life. 
Just some food for thought. If the 
romantic friend-seeker in you ob-
jects strongly to this, then listen 
to that voice as well and proceed 
from there. Sometimes reality can 
feel like a let down, other times it 
can be a welcome surprise. In ei-
ther case, I think you, Conflict-
ed, will figure it out. Don’t do an-
ything too drastic. But don’t wait 
too long either.

Love, 
 Mom
For next week: “Dear Mom, 

What is the secret to success?

Send questions to dear-

mom2017@gmail.com

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist
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It was the perfect Snapchat story. 
The opening shot captures a few 
seconds of the bubbling in Hillary 

Clinton’s name and some forced wa-
vering over other names for comedic 
effect. The hum of a bustling fresh-
man dorm fills the background. The 
sound of a double-tap on the screen 
switches the view to selfie-mode, 
forcing the director/star to make a 
split-second decision on what face 
to make to look both politically en-
gaged, but also coolly detached. She 
goes for a semi-ironic thumbs up. 
After hemming and hawing about 
whether or not to add a caption to her 
magnum opus, she decides to let the 
art speak for itself. She hits “post” 
and waits for the figurative applause.

After about two hours of ob-
sessively checking the views on 
her story and replaying her geni-
us for her own viewing, our Snap-
chat prodigy felt pretty disappoint-
ed at the number of views and 
screenshots on her story. “I really 
thought I was onto something there. 
Do people have something bet-
ter to do than to check my story?”

The hours continued to pass 
and her story’s reception remained 

anemic, throwing a major blow to 
our young Kubrick’s efforts to re-
brand herself as a person who gen-
erally gives a shit about politics. “I 
thought I was going to be getting a 
lot of public validation for this, but 
now people are just texting me that 
it’s illegal in most states to take bal-
lot selfies. Let me live, you know?”

When asked about why she 
posted in the story in the first 
place, our newly engaged champi-
on of democracy simply offered, “I 
don’t know, so people know I vot-
ed for Hillary, I guess.” This is, of 
course, an admirable cause con-
sidering the notorious ambiguity 
of most Whitman students’ politi-
cal leanings. At around the three-
hour mark, the number of views 
was settling at a disillusioning 23. 
Alas, such is the nature of the cut-
throat world of political activism.

by MEGUMI RIERSON
Chief Ivory Tower Correspondent

Ballot Snap Story yields 
disappointing number of views

Uh oh. That person sees 
you again. You know the 
one, the nice young wom-

an who knows your name but you 
have absolutely no idea who she 
is. Where do you know each oth-
er from? A shared class? Club 
activity? One night stand? She 
smiles at you and greets you by 
name. “Hey you,” you say be-
fore you pass each other. Are 
you tired of these awkward in-
teractions? Stressed out by your 
own faulty memory? Let us here 
at The Wire give you an easy, 
four-step course to greeting eve-
rybody comfortably by name.

Step 1. Recognize the prob-
lem. Once you have realized that 
this person knows more about 
you than you do about them, you 
need to get past that awful first 
interaction so that you can fig-
ure things out later. Remember, 
it is essential that you never, ever 
admit defeat, and ask the per-
son directly what their name is.

Step 2. Does anyone else 
know who that is? After the 
person has safely passed you 
by, grab the nearest bystand-
er, point at the person and ask if 
they know that person. If the by-
stander seems puzzled or does 
not know, try repeating the ques-
tion slower and louder until 
they answer you. If that worked, 
great! You’ve cut this four-step 
course right in half. If not, have 
no fear and get ready for Step 3.

Step 3. Try following them 
around! Maintain a proper fol-
lowing distance of at least six 
inches at all times. Maybe you 
will hear somebody else say their 
name, or at least you will learn 
more about them that you can 
use that to your advantage lat-
er. Next time they greet you by 
name, try responding with their 
home address, then ask how their 
dog, Marbles is doing with its 
severe case of canine diabetes. 
They will be totally amazed, and 
any suspicions that they might 
have had about you not know-
ing their name will be belayed, 
giving you more time for Step 4.

Step 4. Lure them to an 
improv show, and then ask 

the crowd for suggestions for 
the name of a person that has 
brown hair, say, parted to the 
left and a sick dog named Mar-
bles. That person will marvel at 

the coincidences present in im-
provised theater and shout out 
their own name. Bam! Nailed it.

There you have it. Four 
easy steps to learning any-

body’s name without making 
you look like a forgetful ass-
hole. And remember, if all else 
fails, try calling them Emi-
ly. The odds are in your favor.

by CLARA WHEELER
Unburnt Queen of the Andals

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash

I’ve heard it said that art majors are 
hot.

And to economics majors I say

That we reside inside the realm of 
not.

And though I love our curves of 
yield today,

Compare they can’t to all of phys-
ics’ charts.

I’m sure that Chem bestows a sense 
of pride

Econ majors never allow their hearts.

And math pupils remain content in-
side

Because we know of all the hours 
they spend

In chasing down logic’s obscurest 
crime.

The lowly graph cannot describe 
what’s penned

Nor love, cuisine or how we spend 
our time.

Econ Major 
Sonnet
by TREVOR LEWIS

VP at Consulting Division at The wire LLC

This week 
in the news

One for the Geo 
Majors...

MONDAY 
Study: BBMB Majors 
choose course of study 
solely for intellectual 
self-aggrandizement

TUESDAY
Thanksgiving dinner 

with Wisconsin extend-
ed family poses foresee-

able conflict

WEDNESDAY
Beginning rock climb-
ing reportedly “quite 

chill”

THURSDAY
Cute guy down the hall 

seems interested

FRIDAY
Board of Trustees blast 

new Yo Gotti at off-
campus all staff rager

Illustration by Nick Sekits

Illustration by Claire Revere

What to do when you’ve  
forgotten someone’s name

“I really thought I 
was onto something 
here. Do people have 
something better to 
do than to check my 
story?”


