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Whitman students and communi-
ty members marched to the Army 
Corps of Engineers in Walla Walla to 
protest the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
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see SWIM PREVIEW, page 5

The men’s and women’s 
swim team started off 
their first season in im-

pressive fashion, with each team 
earning back-to-back wins in 
back-to-back weekends. All 
four wins for each team came 
against Northwest Confer-
ence rivals Lewis & Clark, Pa-
cific, Willamette and Linfield.

Starting with a 4-0 record 
has reinforced much of the opti-
mism garnered from second place 
finishes at the Northwest Confer-
ence Championships last season. 
At this meet, the men finished 
with 565 points and trailed only 
Whitworth’s 700 points, which 
clearly shows the possibilities for 
success in the upcoming season.

“I think we’re definitely 

the underdogs [relative to Whit-
worth] in the conference this 
year,” junior Clark Sun said 
about the men’s team. “From 
what I’ve seen this year and 
how much hard work our team 
is putting in we have a shot.”

With a sport like swim-
ming, having a strong 
team generates motiva-
tion rather than complacency.

“Both the women’s and 
men’s teams are 4-0 current-
ly and while we are really excit-
ed about that, we know that we 
have to keep working harder to 
hold onto what we have and go 
beyond that ... This team is real-
ly off to a strong start this sea-
son. People are stepping up and 
pushing themselves harder and 
it’s really starting to pay off,” 
junior Keith Nussbaum said.

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

Left: Senior Cole Weinstein works on his backstroke at practice. Right: Sophomore 
Jill Low and first year Melia Matthews hydrate after a relay. Photos by Natalie Mut-
ter.

Dive in: Whitman swimming      
off to the races

CATHARTIC

The classic Greek tragedy of An-
tigone has been brought into 
contemporary times through 

Anne Carson’s unique and radi-
cal translation of the play, “Anti-
go Nick” (alternately spelled “An-
tigonick”). The play, directed by 
Professor Jessica Cerullo, was per-
formed in Harper Joy Theater from 
Nov. 10 through Nov. 13. Whit-
man seniors Lauren Rekhelman and 
Roxanne Stathos have been work-
ing on the production since last 
spring as part of their senior project.

The play follows the Ancient 
Greek myth: Antigone, whose re-
cently deceased brother, a traitor to 
the nation, has been barred from a 
proper burial courtesy of the new 
king, Kreon, resulting in a mor-
al showdown between the two.

Although “Antigo Nick” is 
a translation of Sophocles’ orig-
inal “Antigone” from Greek to 
English, there are marked differ-
ences between the two that ele-
vate Carson’s translation. “Anti-
go Nick” is shorter than the origi-
nal tragedy and contains referenc-
es to philosophers and playwrights 
from long after Sophocles’ time. 

“It’s still considered a trans-
lation because she’s taking the se-
ries of actions that make up the play, 
and she’s looking at what those are 
in the original, and then she’s trans-
lating them as they are, not neces-
sarily by language but by meaning 
to us now,” Rekhelman, who por-
trayed Antigone and Teiresias, said.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

“Antigo Nick” 
comes to 

Harper Joy 
Theatre

see ANTIGO NICK, page 4

Students 
respond 

to election 
with art

Many students across cam-
pus have been dealing with 
the election results for last 

week, and some have turned to art to 
address their feelings. Students are 
using film, sculpture, writing and 
drawing to grapple with Trump’s 
election. The art department or-
ganized a space in Fouts Center for 
Visual Arts for students and oth-
er community members to visual-
ly express their sorrow and shock.

Senior art major El Horsfall is 
collecting submissions for a zine 
that will be published before the 
end of the semester. Horsfall be-
lieves that creating a zine is a way 
that she can support individuals 
who feel worried by the election.

“Since the election, like many 
of us, I’ve been feeling scared. 
Scared for my uterus, scared for 
my rights as a queer person, scared 
for the future of our planet. But 
I also recognize that I possess as 
great deal of privilege, with which 
I have the ability to occupy space 
or create it for other people,” Hors-
fall wrote in an email to The Wire.

By creating a zine, Horsfall 
hopes to provide a space for threat-
ened individuals to voice their 
fears. Horsfall will also include in-
formation about volunteer oppor-
tunities, organizations that need 
support and resources in the zine.

Senior film and media studies 

major Annie Roge and senior rheto-
ric major Ari Appel are in the pro-
cess of creating a short video about 
election responses. In the days fol-
lowing the election, Roge and Ap-
pel interviewed students and asked 
them, “How are you feeling?”

“We provided a space for peo-
ple to talk openly about their emo-
tions, and we really wanted to help 
people feel validated,” Roge said. 
Though the two have collected many 
responses that highlight the com-
munity’s shock, sadness and impas-
sioned desire to create change, they 
want to make sure the video ful-
ly addresses the election’s impact.

“We’re trying to make it a little 
more comprehensive and a little less, 
‘Hey, here are a bunch of sad liber-
al arts school kids and look at how 
shocked and sad they are,’” Roge 
said. They hope to include more in-
formation about specific issues.

For Appel, their video provided 
a way for students to address their 
immediate emotional responses.

“Most of the responses were 

centered around the effects of 
the election in a way that they 
were sort of handling it in a lo-
cal and immediate sense,” Appel 
said. “We didn’t talk very much 
about policy or anything like that.”

Many mediums have been uti-
lized to address the election. For 
senior English major Hillary Smith, 
poetry was the key to addressing 
dealing with issues in the election.

“The night of the election I was 
just very numb and didn’t know how 
to deal with it personally and with-
in the community,” Smith said. But 
then she saw a video that her friend 
posted on Facebook who had written 
a song in response to the election.

“I watched that and real-
ized I had to write a poem, it was 
just where my mind went, and I 
was like, ‘Why hadn’t I done this 
yet?’” Smith said. “Poetry is what 
I am the most passionate about in 
my life, and it is something that I 
have always turned to. In a certain 
way, it has always helped me to re-
spond to myself and my feelings.”

Smith, Roge, Appel and 
Horsfall all noted the pow-
er that art has for individu-
als to express their feelings, es-
pecially in times of grievance.

“Art is our path forward, our 
path of resistance, our path for cop-
ing and it is how we will show sol-
idarity with each other and be 
who we are,” Smith said. “Our 
art in various forms has made us 
feel stronger as a community.” 

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

“We provided a space for 
people to talk openly 
about their emotions, 
and we really wanted 
to help people feel 
validated.”
Annie Roge ‘17

Students artistically react to the election in Fouts Center for Visual Arts, turning to 
writing, video, drawing and other mediums this past week. Photos by Tywen Kelly. 
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The Afghan Parliament has 
been holding hearings for the past 
week in order to determine the gov-
ernment ministers’ lack of budget-
ary actions, resulting in seven min-
isters being dismissed. Because of 
Afghanistan’s current fragile state, 
President Ashraf Ghani has pub-
licly asked the ministers to contin-
ue with their jobs in order to prop-
erly face Taliban forces and provide 
support across Afghanistan. The 
Afghan Parliament technically ex-
pired  a year ago and currently has no 
plans for upcoming elections, mak-
ing the dismissals more questionable. 

HINDSIGHT by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

Source: The New York TimesSource:  NPR
Source: The New York Times/Washington 
Post

Russia fights Syrian rebel 
group

Source: The New York Times

Historic protest occurs in 
South Korea

Trump appoints Stephen K. 
Barron to his cabinet

On Nov. 12, at least 500,000 
peaceful protestors flooded the 
streets of Seoul, South Korea to 
ask President Park Geun-hye to 
resign. The protests commenced  
three weeks ago after it was re-
vealed that Park’s close friend, 
Choi Soon-sil, used their rela-
tionship for personal profit. The 
fallout has been swift. Choi was 
arrested on charges of fraud and 
abuse of power, while Park dis-
missed two of her top advisors. 
Park’s approval rating has plum-
meted to 5 percent, the lowest 
mark in South Korean history.   

United Nations diplomats 
have expressed concerns regard-
ing international climate agree-
ments following the election 
of Donald Trump. In the past, 
the United States has played a 
key role in climate policies, but 
Trump has publicly displayed his 
intent to repeal the Paris Agree-
ment. At this week’s UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change, the head of the UN’s En-
vironmental Program stated that 
the leaders of climate policies 
will now be developing nations.

Community protests pipeline

IPECC and Divest Whitman led a 
march through downtown Wal-
la Walla Tuesday evening in pro-

test of the Dakota Access Pipeline 
(DAPL). Protesters walked down 
Main Street and up Third Avenue to 
the Army Corps of Engineers office 
to deliver a signed letter request-
ing that the Walla Walla branch 
of the Corps denounce the pipe-
line and urge a halt to construction.

Organizers estimate that 
around 250 people participat-
ed in the march, based on a head-
count done while marchers passed 
“Yellowbird Returns,” the stat-
ue of Walla Walla chief Peopeo-
moxmox near the Corps of Engi-
neers office. Those protesters in-
cluded Whitman students, facul-
ty and staff, as well as members of 
the Walla Walla community. Or-
ganizers invited students of Wal-
la Walla University, Walla Wal-
la Community College, the group 
Walla Walla Progressives and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatil-
la Indian Reservation to participate.

Protesters walked down the 

sidewalk chanting slogans like 
“Water is life” and “We can’t drink 
oil, keep it in the soil” as patrons 
at downtown businesses watched 
and police regulated traffic.

The march was part of a na-
tional day of action called for by 
a variety of activist groups na-
tionwide to protest DAPL. Pro-
tests across the country focused 
on branches of the Army Corps 
of Engineers and financial in-
stitutions backing the pipeline.

While IPECC wrote the let-
ter and has been active in its con-
demnation of DAPL in the past, 
Divest Whitman, in consulta-
tion with IPECC, organized lo-
gistics for the march. IPECC has 
spent much of November work-
ing on programs related to Na-
tive American Heritage Month.

Junior Zan McPherson, a mem-
ber of Divest Whitman, first pro-
posed organizing a protest on the 
day of action to her organization af-
ter receiving an email about the na-
tional events in late October. She 
saw it as a way to bring the struggle 
over the pipeline to Walla Walla and 
to broaden her own group’s mission.

“When there was all of that de-

liberation about people deciding to 
go to Standing Rock and support 
the protest, I was very on the fence 
about doing that. And I was pret-
ty close to [going], but part of me 
felt that there’s so many students 
at Whitman and people in Walla 
Walla who don’t have the resourc-
es or time to do that,” McPherson 
said. “So I think my inspiration for 
the event was asking, ‘What’s the 
best way to make people feel like 
they’re part of a larger support [of 
the anti-pipeline campaign]?’ And 
that’s what’s so exciting about it 
being everyone on the same day, 
and being organized nationally.”

The protest itself was loud, but 
lawful and peaceful, with march-
ers sticking to the sidewalks. Sever-

al police cars lined the protest route 
near Third Avenue, but allowed 
protesters to pass without incident.

“They were mostly there to 
make sure we didn’t get run over, 
I think,” senior and IPECC pres-
ident Brenna Two Bears said.

Two Bears and fellow IPECC 
member Zoey Kapusinski spoke 
at the protest, as did John Lee ‘16, 
who had spent time at the Stand-
ing Rock protests as a photogra-
pher for the New York Times, and 
juniors Kyla Rapp, Julie Kitze-
row and Katy Woodall who went 
to the camp earlier this month. 
They spoke about their experienc-
es at the camp as well as the im-
portance of conscious allyship.

As the speakers finished, at-
tendees were encouraged to sign 
the letter and to tape picket signs 
to the doors of the Corps of Engi-
neers office. Two Bears also solic-
ited donations to a fund to purchase 
supplies for the camp that protest-
ers at Standing Rock have been oc-
cupying since April. She and sen-
iors Angela Tang and Sami Ca-
rillo and junior Kyla Rapp plan 
to go to North Dakota to join pro-
testers at Standing Rock over 

Thanksgiving break, bring-
ing food and other survival sup-
plies to help the protesters through 
what could be a long fight ahead.

“They’re facing the winter–it’s 
going to be really cold, and they’re 
going to need a lot of different kinds 
of supplies, and also people to trans-
port those supplies,” Tang said. As 
of Nov. 6, the group had raised over 
$2000, well over their goal of $1500.

“It really just goes to show how 
much people care about not hav-
ing the Dakota Access Pipeline,” 
Tang said. “And that even if peo-
ple can’t make it, that they’re able 
to contribute in the financial area.”

Two Bears was hopeful, but 
cautious about predicting any im-
pact of the protest or outcome of the 
pipeline protests in North Dakota.

“I doubt [the Walla Wal-
la Army Corps are] going to stop 
the construction. But I hope that it 
at least makes some of them think, 
and that if other groups across the 
nation have been doing the same 
thing, that all of us together might 
change it,” Two Bears said. “This 
has been 400 years in the building, 
and I think it’s coming to a head ... 
and I hope that it ends well for us.” 

by ANDY MONSERUD
Investigative Director

On Nov. 13, president-elect 
Donald Trump appointed Ste-
phen K. Barron to his cabinet. Bar-
ron, who will serve as Trump’s 
chief strategist and senior coun-
selor, has identified himself as be-
ing part of the alt-right in the past. 
The alt-right is a loose group has 
presented itself as anti-immigra-
tion and anti-globalism. It has 
also received criticism for being 
racist, homophobic and anti-Se-
mitic. Trump’s choice of Barron 
seems consistent with his rejection 
of the Republican establishment.

Afghanistan’s government 
slips into disarray

“It really just goes to 
show how much people 
care about not having 
the Dakota Access 
Pipeline.”
Angela Tang ‘16
Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

International Crime Court 
faces criticism

On Wednesday, Nov. 16, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin took 
the symbolic action of removing 
Russia from the treaty that cre-
ated the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). In a statement, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry wrote 
that the ICC “failed to meet the ex-
pectations to become a truly in-
dependant, authoritative, interna-
tional tribunal.” Russia signed the 
treaty in the early 2000s but de-
cided not to ratify it. Many have 
surmised that continued Rus-
sian expansion of questiona-
ble legality led to the withdrawal.  
Source: The New York Times

More than 250  Whitman and Walla Walla community members marched in downtown Walla Walla to protest the construction of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline.  Photos by North Bennett.
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Numbers may add to Whit-
man’s ability to im-
prove its campus climate.

Last spring, students, faculty 
and staff at Whitman filled out the 
anonymous campus climate survey 
administered in February of 2016. 
The Whitman Inclusion Diversity 
and Equity council (WIDE) used the 
general format of the campus climate 
surveys made by Rankin and Associ-
ates but modified the wording of spe-
cific questions to be understandable 
to those at Whitman college. When 
WIDE was created in spring of 2015, 
it was tasked with administering this 
survey and using the data gathered 
in its Diversity Strategic Plan, which 
looks to learn more about the expe-
riences of different groups on cam-
pus and how to include them. In the 
past week, WIDE has invited Whit-
man students, faculty and staff to 
listening sessions where attend-
ees can discuss the results and sug-
gest other ideas that WIDE should 
focus on. The final listening ses-
sion will be today, Thursday Nov. 
17, from 4-5 p.m. in Maxey Audito-
rium. This survey and these sessions 
are meant to offer a starting point for 
the Whitman community to come to-
gether to address the areas where it 
lacks diversity, equity and inclusion.

Many members of WIDE were 
satisfied that 52 percent of stu-
dents, faculty and staff who re-
sponded to the campus climate sur-
vey. Thirty percent is the mini-
mum to have a representative sam-
ple and they thought 52 percent 
by far surpassed the minimum.

“The demographics of the [peo-
ple] who took the survey matched 
pretty well the demographics of the 
campus ... What you hope is the peo-
ple who do fill it out are represent-
ative of your population, and then 
you try to generalize to that popula-
tion using certain data. Our response 
rate was high enough that we can do 
that with our data,” WIDE Mem-
ber Director of Institutional Re-
search Neal Christopherson said.

WIDE Member Associ-
ate Dean for Student Engagement 
Noah Leavitt credited the high re-
sponse rate to adapting the lan-
guage used in the original Rankins 
and Associate campus climate sur-
vey to the Whitman community.

“The members of WIDE were 
able to adjust [the language] and the 
time spent thinking about how our 
community will hear this and how 
will they best be able to answer in 
a way that give us an ability to read 
the mood on campus–read people’s 
feelings of being included or not to 
get the most accurate data. And that 
took a long time,” Leavitt said. “But 

I think what we saw was incredibly 
resonate, relevant data which came 
through in part because of the up-
front work that the committee did.”

 From the climate survey, 28 
percent of students reported that 
they felt uncomfortable or isolated 
on campus, and 60 percent had filed 
reports related to harassment that 
they felt was not dealt with properly.

Leavitt claimed he was sur-
prised that the number of students 
who felt they did not belong on this 
campus was as high as 28 percent. 
Seeing that number made him realize 
the exigency in addressing this issue.

“I think that it points to the fact 
that there is a large amount of work 
the college can do to respond to that. 
I think as somebody in the student af-
fairs department, being a student ad-
visor and talking to a lot of students 

... I know that feeling is out there on 
campus, but to see it presented as 
a quantitative data point was a lit-
tle bit intense for me,” Leavitt said.

Unlike Leavitt, WIDE mem-
ber Associate Professor of Sociology 
Gilbert Mireles was unsurprised by 
the number of students who felt dis-
connected but agreed that it empha-
sized the need to address this issue.

“I appreciated that there is now 
data to address a concern to what 
had previously been mostly anecdo-
tal stories about how some members 
of our community don’t feel included 
and don’t feel comfortable in certain 
settings on campus,” Mireles said.

Additionally, Mireles be-
lieved issues pertaining to sexu-
al assault reporting were amongst 
the most important and feasi-
ble issues WIDE could focus on.

“It was a bit disheartening to 
see that some individuals who faced 
these experiences did not know what 
they could do or what avenues were 
available to them to address the situ-
ation. Something like that—in terms 
of clarifying processes, streamlining 
processes—potentially is a little bit 
easier to address,” Mireles said. “But 
I certainly believe that issues of ac-
cess and inclusion can be addressed 
at the institutional level by revis-
ing or creating policies specific to is-
sues of inclusion, equity and access.”

However, WIDE also wants 

community input on the results of the 
campus climate survey and matters 
the survey may have failed to address.

“WIDE is going to respond to 
what we hear coming in. It’s not as if 
WIDE has a particular agenda with 
what we think should happen. We 
wanted to ... have the report to go out 
and people to work on it,” Leavitt said.

Even those who appreciated the 
data gathered from the survey recog-
nized that in some instances Whit-
man’s small population was a limi-
tation. For some individuals in mar-
ginalized groups, it was difficult to 
examine data about their experienc-
es while preserving their anonymity.

“I think that among the most 
marginalized groups, they may or 
may not be represented in the sam-
ple. If they were, they may not nec-
essarily be reported on because then 
you run the risk of being able to 
identify individuals,” Mireles said.

Despite its flaws, the campus cli-
mate survey did show some important 
places where Whitman should focus 
on improving inclusion and equity.

“Some groups are having more 
issues than others, and that’s what we 
need to work on ... Now we know for 
sure. We can’t say we didn’t know 
you were having this problem ... Now 
we can start addressing the plac-
es that need to be addressed,”   said.

Whitman hosts Oxfam Hunger Banquet

by GEORGIA LYON
News Editor

Campus Climate Survey offers starting 
point for discussion 

Last Thursday, Nov. 10, Whit-
man held an Oxfam Hunger 
Banquet in the Reid Ballroom.

The Oxfam Hunger Banquet is 
an event model offered by the non-
profit Oxfam to raise awareness 
about issues related to global hun-
ger and poverty. This event was or-
ganized by community service in-
tern Peggy Li with the Student En-
gagement Center (SEC), and was 
co-hosted with the Intercultur-
al Center. Lasting from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m., the banquet included speak-
ers and small group discussion. 

Each of the 75 students, facul-
ty, staff and members of their fam-
ilies that attended the banquet was 
given a new international identi-
ty, which determined their socio-
economic status and country of or-
igin for the dinner. The participants 
were split into three groups–low in-
come, middle income and high in-
come. All three groups received dif-
ferent seating and different meals. 
Low income sat on the floor and re-
ceived plain rice, while the high in-
come group was seated away from 
them and served a two-course meal 
from Bon Appetit. The presenters at 
the banquet read the stories of real 
people who had experiences with 
poverty, represented by Whitman 
community members in the room. 
The event was an experiential and 
immersive way to see what poverty 
is like for people around the world.

Susan Prudente, Outreach Co-
ordinator of the SEC, has played a 
large role in bringing this event to 

Whitman. Prudente, along with SEC 
interns Cherokee Washington and 
Nikki Antenucci, went to a civic en-
gagement conference at University 
of Massachusetts Amherst last year 
where they experienced a version of 
the Oxfam Hunger Banquet. They 
were all impacted by the banquet ex-
perience in different ways, but all felt 
affected positively by the experience.

“Afterwards in reflection, we 
had just such enthusiasm because 
it was so personally transforma-
tive. We said, ‘We want to bring this 
back to Whitman,’” Prudente said.

Antenucci felt similarly moved 
by the event she experienced at the 
conference and explained why it is 
important to have events like the 
Hunger Banquet at Whitman. She no-
ticed how people assigned to different 
class groups either stayed separated 
from each other or attempted to col-
laborate across assigned class lines.

“My experience with the ban-
quet was truly eye-opening. It was 
so interesting to see how a group of 
individuals either worked togeth-
er or stayed separate while we all 
ate dinner,” said Antenucci in an 
email to the Whitman Wire. “Al-
though we had all gone to the confer-
ence together and were all speaking 
about privilege, diversity and equal-
ity, the Oxfam Banquet still showed 
us how people in groups based on 
irrelevant labels may act towards 
each other when treated differently.”

The dialogue at the Oxfam 
Hunger Banquet will be followed 
by a “Continuing the Conversa-
tion” event sponsored by the Inter-
cultural Center at the Glover Alston 
Center (GAC) on Friday Nov. 18, 

where students and alumni will pre-
sent about food insecurity issues 
both worldwide and in Walla Walla.

One of these speakers is Cam-
eron Conner, a first year at Whit-
man and cofounder of the nonprof-
it, “Conscious Connections.” He 
will speak about the shortcomings 
and alternatives to large scale aid, 
and his personal experience deliv-
ering immediate relief internation-
ally. Conner hopes events like these 
spur Whitman students to take ac-
tion against large issues like pov-
erty and hunger in accessible ways.

“I hope that the Whitman 
community will be able to learn 
about the substantial power they 
have in promoting social justice 
and alleviating issues such as hun-
ger and poverty through interven-
ing where it matters most: in their 
own community,” Conner said 
in an email to the Whitman Wire.

Prudente emphasized her 
hope that people participating in 
these events will feel new ener-
gy to do what they can to end hun-
ger and poverty. She spoke about 
the small ways students can take 
action–whether it be researching 
a topic they learn about at the ban-
quet or starting a club on campus to 
bring attention to poverty in their 
community here in Walla Walla.

“We just hope that students 
leave Reid Ballroom and have a de-
sire [to know the] next steps of how 
they can participate as an interna-
tionally aware and compassionate 
citizen, who we believe can change 
the world and help eliminate pov-
erty … We want to have that mind-
set here at Whitman,” Prudente said.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Keith Raether (above) has helped to offer more fellowship and grant opportunities 
for Whitman students, resulting in record applications.  Photo by Jackie Greisen.

“What I think we 
saw was incredibly 
resonate, relevant data 
which came through 
in part because of the 
upfront work that the 
committee did.”
Noah Leavitt
Associate Dean for Student Engagement

Professor of Politics Arron Bobrow-Strain speaks at gathering on Wednesday Nov. 
16 with students Julia Karschney (left) and Jocelyn Ramirez (center). The event, 
organized by Whitman’s Borders as Methods club, included speeches by students 
and a presentation of a petition containing over 1000 signatures to President Mur-
ray. The petition called on the administration to designate Whitman as a “sanctu-
ary campus,” actively protecting and supporting undocumented students. Photo by 
Caroline Ashford-Arya.

Community calls on college to 
protect undocumented studentsWHITMAN BY THE NUMBERS

STATISTICS FROM CAMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY

59%
of faculty “seriously considered 
leaving Whitman College in the 
past year”

20%
of respondents 
identified as 

LGBTQ

44.3%
of students pay 
for college with 

need-based 
scholarships

12%
of students indicated that they 

had experienced unwanted sexual 
conduct while at Whitman
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“Antigo Nick” contemporizes Greek tragedy 

Another major difference is that 
there is a character added in Car-
son’s version, called Nick. He is a si-
lent presence who measures things 
throughout the play, such as dis-
tance between characters and words, 
and often represents Antigone’s trai-
torous deceased brother, Polynikes.

“Nick could really be any-
thing, and in our production he rep-
resents a lot of different things,” Re-
khelman said. “[T]he passage of 
time, the silent observer ... the dead 
… in any given production I think 
Nick would be something different.”

This production used a dance-
theater approach. Choreographed 
by Professor Renée Archiba-
ld of the Theater Department and 

Heather Hamilton, a Whitman stu-
dent, the deliberate dance-like 
movements are especially prom-
inent in the character of Nick.

“It brings it into the realm of 
physical theater,” Rekhelman said. 
“I think that making a classical dra-
ma that has an Aristotelian struc-
ture and bringing in this very con-
temporary idea of movement-based 
theater and physical theater, it def-
initely adds a layer to it and def-
initely makes it a living, breath-
ing contemporary piece of theater.”

The production was remark-
ably relevant to the present time.

“We have had a lot of fun 
working with the script and con-
sidering our own world,” Cerul-
lo wrote in an email to The Wire.

Cerullo included an audi-
ence conversation as an Act Two 

to the show as a space to discuss 
how the themes and issues present-
ed in “Antigo Nick” are very present 
in our lives and own worlds today.

After the performance, Ce-

rullo spoke about how the themes 
and issues presented in “An-
tigo Nick” are very present in 
our lives and own worlds today.

“There’s this whole idea of indi-
viduality versus the state, family ver-
sus law … I think it’s a conflict that 
we see throughout history,” Rekhel-
man said. “I think it’s also very rele-
vant in terms of social and racial jus-
tice right now, because there’s this 
whole idea that [Polynikes] is, because 
of his actions, unmournable. We see 
this in terms of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement right now, and these 
questions of whose lives matter and 
whose lives are mournable, and the 
idea of Michael Brown’s body be-
ing left out on the street for hours 
and the grief and outrage around that 

type of disrespect for human life.”
Issues such as this were discussed 

after the play, in an “Act Two” session 
where audience members could talk to 
cast members about the various themes 
found such as silence, mourning, and 
loyalty to the family and the state.

Overall, this unique take 
on “Antigone” was well done 
in this production. Stage Man-
ager Teal Kurnie reflected on it.

“It’s definitely a different style 
of play than you think of when 
you think of going to the theater,” 
Kurnie said. “It’s a beautiful piece 
of art … it’s really just emotional 
ride but … you don’t laugh, cry, ex-
plode in emotion during the thing, but 
you just feel so much while you’re 
watching the performance.”

“There’s this whole 
idea of individuality 
versus the state, famly 
versus law. I think it’s 
a conflict that we see 
throughout history.”
Lauren Rekhelman, ‘17
Actress, “Antigo Nick”

Built to Spill comes to 
Main Street Studios

On Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, Walla Walla’s in-
die rock lovers stormed 

into Main Street Studios. They 
had come to see a three-and-
a-half hour concert headlined 
by the 90’s Idaho band Built to 
Spill, in their first major tour 
since the release of their 2015 
album “Untethered Moon.”

In addition to Built to Spill, 
the concert featured perfor-
mances from the Portland in-
die group Genders and fel-
low Idaho group Toy Zoo.

Originally formed in 1992, 
the band’s concert lineup con-
sisted of vocalist and guitarist 
Doug Martsch, drummer Ste-
ve Gere and bassist Jason Alber-
tini. The trio played for rough-
ly one and a half hours, much 
to the jubilation of the ador-
ing fans in the crowd, who ea-
gerly cheered the group back to 
the stage for an encore and were 
still eager for more when the 
group definitively left the stage.

Main Street Studios proved 
to be a fitting stage for the group 
and their opening acts. Com-
pact without being cramped, 
the venue has an aesthetic befit-
ting the indie scene. The bands 
must go through the crowd to 
reach the stage, and the setup 
and takedown process is com-
pleted by the groups them-
selves with limited assistance, 
and the opening acts had to con-

tend with Built to Spill’s equip-
ment on one side of the stage 
as they set up for themselves.

Overall, the setting was 
very minimalist, with no nota-
ble lighting elements or stage 
design. Just the bands and their 
music. For those unfamiliar with 
the indie rock scene, it can be de-
scribed as the logical medium be-
tween a coffeehouse performance 
and larger-scale arena rock.

In terms of volume, the 
groups, while not deafening, 
could hardly be considered qui-
et, performing with an intensity 
enough to leave a ringing in the 
ears for a remainder of the night. 
But while the volume was gener-
ally consistent among the three 
bands, sound quality was not–
Built to Spill boasted a smooth-
er, cleaner sound overall, while 
Genders and Toy Zoo were of-
ten muddled, and their lyr-
ics were often indecipherable.

The biggest issue with the 
concert was its sheer length. 
Genders took the stage at 8:50 
p.m. and played for around 40 
minutes; Toy Zoo began at 9:45 
p.m. and played for the same 
amount of time. Built to Spill - 
which was the only act that had 
even been advertised–did not 
begin performing until 10:45 
p.m., and did not finish un-
til after 12:15 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 13. Hardly a prob-
lem for the excited, alcohol-in-
fused crowds that dominated 
the setting, but rather daunting 
for a sober first-time listener.

Fortunately, all of the bands 
gave strong performances. Gen-
ders–a group that rocks the ste-
reotypical indie band image 
without shame–has an appealing 
sound that ranges from soft and 
relaxed (“Life is But a Dream”) 
to hard and driving (“Never Be-
longed to You”). Toy Zoo, which 
features two bassists (Cory Hen-
trup and Chessa Lilly), has a 
powerful hard rock edge, as 
visible on songs like “Zissou” 
and “Gravy.” The two groups 
are relative newcomers, with 
their most recent releases be-
ing Genders’ EP “Phone Home” 
and Toy Zoo’s self-titled album.

Built to Spill provided a 
softer contrast to its opening 
acts. Inspired by the likes of Di-
nosaur, Jr. and Neil Young, Built 
to Spill has maintained a re-
markable consistency over years 
of albums. While indie rock 
fans will surely get a kick out 
of their material, fans of clas-
sic rock will also find much to 
enjoy from the group’s work. 
“Some Other Song” conjures up 
memories of Rush’s “Working 
Man,” and the group also gave 
a performance of Creedence 
Clearwater Revival’s “Effigy.”

Overall, Built to Spill at 
Main Street Studios was a sol-
id experience. It could have ben-
efited from better sound and a 
shorter length, but the bands 
were appealing, and their mu-
sic is good enough to make a 
casual observer interested in 
checking them out further.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

Illustration by Haley King

Ava DuVernay’s 
“13th” follows 
transformative 

systems of 
oppression

The Thirteenth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution reads 
“Neither slavery nor invol-

untary servitude, except as a pun-
ishment for crime whereof the par-
ty shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, 
or any place subject to their jurisdic-
tion.” As the amendment that end-
ed slavery in the United States, the 
Thirteenth Amendment is often re-
garded as an important and valu-
able one. However, the new Netf-
lix documentary “13th” presents a 
new and critical depiction of both the 
amendment and its lasting effects.

Directed by Ava DuVernay, 
“13th,” released on and by Netf-
lix in September 2016, focuses on a 
loophole in the Thirteenth Amend-
ment which, it argues, has allowed 
the institution of slavery to be re-
placed by the mass incarceration 
of African Americans in the Unit-
ed States. The documentary moves 
through America’s past, analyzing 
the evolution of racial discrimina-
tion and oppression. “13th” uses a 
variety of different mediums to con-
vey this history to the viewer, in-
cluding video footage from both 
newsreels and movies, photos, au-
dio recordings, graphics and music.

Much of the content of the docu-
mentary comes through in a plethora 
of interviews with 38 interviewees. 
Among these are the famed activist 
Angela Davis, author Michelle Alex-
ander (“The New Jim Crow,”) politi-
cal activist Van Jones, former Speak-
er of the House Newt Gingrich and 
professors from universities across 
the country. Together, these inter-
viewees take the viewer through cen-
turies of systematic and ever-chang-
ing oppression of black Americans.

Although it offers limited rep-
resentation of the opposition, “13th” 
operates from the perspective that 
viewers already understand their 
viewpoint–that the opposing nar-
rative is presented to the public dai-
ly, and has been since the Thirteenth 
Amendment was enacted. This plat-
form allows DuVernay to dive into 
the nuances of her argument without 
sacrificing time and effort to an ar-
gument that has already been made.

Some of the most powerful mo-

ments in the movie stem from Du-
Vernay’s focus on current events, 
like the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the recent presidential elec-
tion. The Black Lives Matter move-
ment is discussed in the interviews 
toward the end of the film, whose 
members emphasize that it is only 
when black lives matter that all can 
truly matter. Most notably, DuVernay 
creates a montage of video record-
ings of recent police brutality events 
and the deaths they have resulted in. 
The graphic videos contribute to one 
of the most powerful and difficult-
to-watch parts of the documentary.

At another point, DuVernay 
uses audio from a Donald Trump 
rally and overlays it with imag-
es of racially-motivated aggres-
sion. While Trump speaks, the im-
ages cut back and forth between vid-
eo footage of black Americans be-
ing harassed at Trump rallies and 
decades-old footage of black men 
and woman being punched, beat-
en and shoved by white assailants. 
The interplay between the foot-
age draws attention to unavoidable 
similarities between racial aggres-
sion today and in previous decades.

In one particularly harrowing 
moment, the viewer hears Trump say, 
“I love the old days, you know what 
they used to do to guys like that when 
they were at a place like this? They’d 
be carried out on a stretcher, folks.” 
With his last comment, footage of 
a black woman being rushed away 
on a stretcher plays. Cheers from 
Trump’s rally follow his words. With 
the presidential election now behind 
us, this moment is even more impact-
ful in its implications for the future.

Altogether, DuVernay master-
fully crafts this documentary into a 
powerful and captivating retelling 
of racial prejudices. The interview-
ees produce a comprehensive and co-
gent analysis of the transformative 
and systematic oppression of blacks 
that has dominated the United States 
for centuries. “13th” is guaranteed to 
impress audiences with its vision and 
leaves viewers with a new sense of 
awareness and motivation to address 
issues that are more timely than ever. 

Whitman students can attend a 
viewing of “13th” on Thursday, No-
vember 17th in the Olin Auditori-
um at 7:00 p.m. The documenta-
ry is available to stream on Netflix.

by MISSY GERLACH
Staff Reporter

Harper Joy production incorporates physical theater, social commentary
from ANTIGO NICK, page 1

Built to Spill performs to a strong audience reception at Walla Walla’s Main Street Studios venue.  Photo by Henry Honzel
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Whitman soccer’s 

Jose Cedeno 
named Walla Walla 
High School coach

While the Whitman Men’s 
Soccer team official-
ly ended their season 

with a draw at Whitworth Uni-
versity on Nov. 5, the team will be 
strengthening ties with the Wal-
la Walla community for the rest 
of the school year. Most signifi-
cantly, Walla Walla High School 
hired Whitman Head Coach Jose 
Cedeno on Oct. 28 to coach the 
school’s varsity men’s soccer team.

The Whitman College Soccer 
program has a longstanding, posi-
tive relationship with the Walla Wal-
la community. Several players have 
even matriculated from Walla Walla 
High School to the Whitman Men’s 
team. According to Whitman As-
sistant Coach Jose Beleche, a Wal-
la Walla native and graduate of Wal-
la Walla High School and Whitman 
“The relationship between the Pro-
gram and the Community I believe 
is a positive, nurturing and encour-
aging one.” After graduating from 
Whitman in 2015, Beleche elected 
to join the coaching program. Bel-
eche was motivated to join the staff 
due to his love for the community.

“I try to always give back to 
this community which made me 
into the person that I am today, and 
this had been and will continue to 
be one of my goals,” said Beleche.

Much of this relationship 
was established by former Whit-
man and Walla Walla High 
School coach, Mike Washington.

“He dedicated an immense 
amount of time to both commu-
nities as well as bringing them 
closer together,” noted Beleche.

Bringing the communities to-
gether is exactly what Coach Cede-
no is looking to do as he follows 
in Washington’s footsteps. Cede-
no “wanted to take the position at 
the high school because it’s an op-
portunity to be more connect-
ed with the community and also a 
way to give back. My understand-
ing is that there are a lot of Latino 
players on the team and I want to be 
able to offer guidance and hopeful-
ly be a role model for those young 
student athletes who might need it.”

Cedeno’s aspirations for his role 

extend beyond the pitch: “My hope is 
that I can make a positive impact on 
the field as well as in the classroom.”

Whitman’s engagement with 
the local community extends past 
Coach Beleche and Cedeno’s direct 
ties with Walla Walla High School. 
For the past several years the men’s 
team has run coaching clinics for 
area youth. According to men’s team 
senior captain, Trayvon Foy “The 
soccer community is very small in 
Walla Walla so it is nice to be able 
to contribute to being a role mod-
el for these kids in this community.”

These clinics are offered by 
the team free of charge and serve to 
build a positive relationship between 
Whitman and local families. Coach 
Cedeno emphasizes the importance 
of programs likes this and strives 
to find similar volunteer programs.

“I personally am always look-
ing for ideas and ways to connect 
with the community because I think 
there is the interest to support our 
soccer program so we want people to 
know that we are welcoming and in-
clusive to all,” commented Cedeno.

One of Whitman’s most popu-
lar engagements with the area was 
their inaugural Open 6v6 Tourna-
ment drawing roughly 100 adults 
from the community to play at 
Whitman’s facilities. Foy saw 
this event as a huge success, not 
only in terms of developing clos-
er ties to Walla Walla, but also as 
a fundamental learning experi-
ence for Whitman soccer players.

Foy stated “Last year we had a 
great turn out and it was cool for the 
team to be able to recognize the dif-
ferent style of soccer that the Hispan-
ic players in Walla Walla provided.”

Whitman students will have 
to wait until next fall to see the 
Blues again on the pitch, but in the 
meantime, the men’s soccer team 
will be championing deeper ties 
with the Walla Walla community.

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

Left: Senior Nina Dipboye fastens her 
goggles as she wears a swim cap to 
raise cancer awareness. Right: Sopho-
more Noah Wechter rises out of the 
water while racing the butterfly at prac-
tice. Photos by Natalie Mutter

SCOREBOARD
CROSS COUNTRY
Men’s
NCAA West Regional Nov. 12: 12th of 17 (8k) 
Women’s
Regional Meet Nov. 12: 14th of 19 (6k)

SWIMMING
Men’s
v. Lewis & Clark College Nov. 12, W 122-82
Women’s
v. Lewis & Clark College Nov. 12. W 141-64

UPCOMING
BASKETBALL
Men’s
HOME v. St. Olaf College Nov. 18                 
Women’s
HOME v. UC Santa Cruz Nov. 18

SWIMMING
AWAY at Clan Cup in Burnaby, BC Nov. 18-20

Whitman swimming poised for progress in the pool

On the Court: Women’s 
basketball shooting for a 

successful season

from SWIM PREVIEW, page 1

We are now halfway through 
November and the Whit-
man Women’s Basketball 

season is upon us. This year’s team 
is young, with half the 14 player ros-
ter being freshman, but predicted to 
be strong, nonetheless. The North-
west Conference coaches tab the 
Whitman Blues second in the pre-
season poll. They are predicted to 
finish right behind George Fox Uni-
versity, a Sweet 16 participant in last 
year’s NCAA Division III national 
tournament. Coach Michelle Ferenz 
will work to blend the seven new-
comers into the team successfully.

Ferenz is positive and enthu-
siastic about having such a talent-
ed group of first years on the ros-
ter. Ferenz mentions, “last year, we 
lacked depth but had a lot of expe-
rience and played very well early in 
the season. We improved as the sea-
son went on but our lack of depth 
hurt us late in the season. With so 
many young players on this ros-
ter we believe we are already deep-
er and have the potential to real-
ly improve throughout the season.”

As soon as the team arrived on 
campus, they began working tire-
lessly to prepare themselves for 
the season. Working on their speed 
and agility on the track and their 
strength in the weight room, the 14 
talented women have been doing 
everything they can to set their team 
up for success this year. It has now 

been about a month since presea-
son training officially started for the 
team, and the time has been filled 
with practicing, scrimmaging oth-
er teams, and playing the alumnae. 
The team is itching to play their first 
home game this Wednesday, Nov. 
16 against visiting team, Eastern 
Oregon University Mountaineers.

Just like last season, this year 
comes with both strengths and 
weaknesses for the team. Sierra Mc-
Garity ‘18 agrees with Ferenz stat-
ing, “I think we are going to be able 
to play with a lot of depth, which al-
lows [the team] to play faster and 
keeps everyone fresh.” In addition, 
McGarity says, “Our team is real-
ly athletic this year. We have a lot 
of length and speed.” The team is 
full of athletic talent on the court, 
there is no doubt about it, but eve-
ry team has room for improvement.

Senior guard Chel-
si Brewer agreed that the 
team’s depth is its best quality.

“Our team is half and half 
this year meaning half return-
ers and half first years so there’s a 
lot of learning going on and find-
ing ourselves on the court,” she 
wrote in an email. “Our first years 

are talented and contribute a lot.”
From the coach’s perspective, 

the team’s weakness is rebounding. 
“We lost one of the best rebound-
ers I have ever coached, Hailey Ann 
Maeda, last year to graduation,” says 
Ferenz, “It is something we need to 
start embracing and doing better.” 
The team’s loss provides an oppor-
tunity for a younger player to step up 
and take a leading role on the team.

As for the team environ-
ment, McGarity stated, “Our weak-
ness so far has been communica-
tion. We have a lot of introverts on 
the team, so we will need every-
one to step up their communica-
tion to be successful.” As the sea-
son goes on, this seems like a weak-
ness that can be solved as the young-
er players find themselves on the 
team and become more comfortable.

Throughout this season, the 
team will be taking the confer-
ence on by storm and improv-
ing their game every step of the 
way. The team is determined to 
make this season a success, as Mc-
Garity said, “Each time we step 
on the floor, our goal is to im-
prove. Day by day we are compet-
ing and bringing intensity to prac-
tice.” With a mindset and team dy-
namic like that, there is little that the 
Whitman College Blues Women’s 
Basketball team cannot achieve.

The Blues triumphed 55-53 over 
Eastern Oregon University in their 
first game on November 16. This 
weekend they will test themselves 
at the Whit Classic in Spokane, WA.

by KATHLEEN DALY-JENSEN
Staff Reporter

“Each time we step on 
the floor, our goal is to 
improve. Day by day we 
are competing”
Sierra McGarity ‘18

“I personally am always 
looking for ideas and 
ways to connnect with 
the community”
Jose Cedeno

 Both teams are very excit-
ed by the presence of their first-
year class. Three first-year wom-
en won their events against Lin-
field, as Sarah Davidson won 
the 500 freestyle, Mara Selznick 
won the 100 backstroke and Bec-
ca Hoffman won the 100 breast-
stroke. The new men have also 
put up some promising swims, in-
cluding Evan Marquardt’s sec-

ond place finish in the 1650 free-
style against Lewis & Clark. Sev-
eral first years have been put-
ting up lifetime best times, which 
is impressive considering their 
mid-season training regimen.

“I love the tenacity of the 
first-years. I see them put-
ting in the extra effort in prac-
tice and I think that will trans-
late to fast times at the end 
of the season” said Sun.

“The past two weekends 

have been a great start to our sea-
son…It can often be challeng-
ing at this point in the season to 
keep pushing ourselves in the 
pool and the weight room, as we 
are nearing the peak of our train-
ing and are asking a lot from our 
bodies,” said senior Zoey Watts.

As the rest of the school pre-
pares for Thanksgiving break, 
the swim team will be preparing 
to travel north of the border to 
Canada, to participate in the Si-

mon Fraser University Clan Cup. 
Since Canada swims in a long-
er, 25 meter pool as opposed to a 
25 yard pool, the team can focus 
on the competition itself rather 
than worrying about their times.

“We are excited to 
head to Canada this week-
end where we can get back 
to focusing on racing and be-
ing competitive,” said Watts.

The Blues will cap their regu-
lar season with a dual meet on Jan. 

28 against their rival Whitworth, 
before moving onto the North-
west Conference Championship 
meet. Additionally, the Division 
III NCAA championship takes 
place in March, a meet that Sen-
ior Cole Weinstein participated in 
last season. Although the compe-
titions are many months away, the 
swimmers will be looking to per-
form at the conference meet, and 
hopefully send a few swimmers 
to compete in the national meet.  

Left: First year guard Mady Burdett (#10) attempts to block a shot during the annual alumni game.  This year’s game featured 
a number of players from Whitman’s 2013-14 team that played in the NCAA DIII National Championship.  Right: Junior forward 
Sierra McGarity shoots off the backboard for a bucket. Photos by Carolyn Ashford Arya

Illustration by Eric Rannestad
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Stepping into Melody Muffler, an 
unexpected collision of an au-
tomotive shop and art gallery, 

is like entering a whole new world. 
This world is a culmination of dispa-
rate elements of artist, musician and 
automotive repairman, all talents of 
Walla Walla native Mike Hammond.

‘Building art’: 

cars and creations

Hammond arrived in Wal-
la Walla 35 years ago and bought 
the Melody Muffler on 9th Ave-
nue. While he brought with him his 
experiences gleaned from work-
ing at another Melody Muffler shop 
in Lewiston, Idaho, Hammond has 
made his Walla Walla shop his 
own. Prior to living in Lewiston, 
Hammond was a sponsored mo-
torcycle racer in Culdesac, Idaho. 
While Hammond moved around 
the Northwest, his passion for work-
ing with cars, driven by his child-
hood experiences, never left him.

“I’ve always been adventur-
ous growing up ... [I] raced motor-
cycles, and I was kind of the wild 
child in school in my little town 
that I grew up in,” Hammond said.

When Hammond became a 
Walla Walla resident, he participat-
ed in local demolition derbies and 
raced dirt track cars. He worked 
his way up to racing asphalt cars 
in Hermiston and the Tri-Cities, 
where he won several competitions.

Now Hammond flips cars in-
side out, extracting car parts and re-
vamping them into new creations.

“Some of it’s kind of 
funky,” Hammond said.

He described his process as 
building art rather than making it.

“I think I picked it up from my 
dad,” Hammond said. “Just put-
ting things together ... I see a pile of 
scrap iron, and I visualize differ-
ent things in that iron that looks like 
something, and I just go from there.”

Hammond carries on the fam-
ily legacy in more ways than one. 
His father owned an automo-
tive shop similar to Melody Muf-
fler where he frequently welded, 
cut torches and constructed things. 
Hammond himself began build-
ing dune buggies (a vehicle de-
signed for use on sand) at age 16.

Hammond’s building escalat-

ed from dune buggies to artistic cre-
ations as he started getting more 
creative with his visualizations.

“I’ve got art all the way from 
Mexico to Canada ... it started out 
as kind of a funsie thing ... funsie art 
and funsie yard art and that type of 
stuff and then we started getting a 
little more detailed and a little more 
elaborate with it,” Hammond said.

Hammond’s career itself esca-
lated when Timothy Corrigan Cor-
rell, a folklorist who researches ma-
terial behavior and folk belief hailing 
from UC Berkeley, and Patrick Ar-
thur Polk, the museum scientist and 
archivist for the UCLA Folklore and 
Mythology Archives, passed through 
Walla Walla. The pair interviewed 
Hammond about his art, took pho-
tographs of his work and purchased 
four of Hammond’s pieces for their 
mythology and folklore programs.

Eventually, Hammond and his 
art was featured in Correll and Polk’s 
book “Muffler Men,” published by 
the Mississippi Press of the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. The 
book analyzes the impact of roadside 
creations, particularly those made 
out of car parts, like Hammond’s, 
as symbolic icons for culture as well 
as for individual and group identity.

“Muffler Men” posits that while 
these remnants-of-cars creations 
serve as signposts for businesses, 
the pieces also serve as ways to spice 
up the roadside and interact with the 
community that surrounds them.

Hammond’s art, which is scat-
tered throughout Walla Walla, ex-
hibits both of these characteris-
tics. For the Walla Walla Public Li-
brary, Hammond crafted a sculp-
ture of a little boy reading. Ham-
mond created a tree with a bird nest 
made from iron for the old Wal-
la Walla Motor Supply on 1st and 
Main at Land Title Plaza. He fash-
ioned a little tin man drinking ol-
ive oil for the olive oil shop D’Olivo.

“I like it when [my art] goes 
somewhere and it’s being used 

or displayed in someone’s yard 
or a business,” Hammond said.

The rising popularity of Ham-
mond’s art attracted the attention of 
“Children’s Highlights,” an interna-
tional company that produces chil-
dren’s educational books and maga-
zines. His art went on to be featured 
in a segment in one of their books.

Hammond’s eminence 
branched out from “Children’s 
Highlights” and spread quick-
ly to newspapers and TV news.

“I kept going, you know what, 
I can’t buy advertising this good,” 
Hammond said. “So I just kept 
doing more sculptures and put-
ting them out in the parking lot of 
Melody Muffler, and people just 
kept coming out and buying it.”

Things just kept falling into 
place for Hammond. After Ham-
mond’s pieces appeared at a folk art 
festival in Sacramento, Hammond 
received calls from representatives 
for news anchor Peter Jennings, Jay 
Leno and “National Geographic.” 

While Hammond did not ap-
pear on the shows of Peter Jennings 
or Jay Leno, “National Geograph-
ic” flew a crew out to Walla Wal-
la and featured his artwork in the 
May 2000 issue of their magazine.

Hammond requested a copy 
of the magazine for each of his rel-
atives. When the representative 
asked him which countries he would 
like the magazine from, the ex-
tent of National Geographic’s dis-
tribution hit Mike for the first time.

Since “National Geographic,” 
Hammond says that he has been get-
ting emails from all over the world. 
Consequently, his prices went up.

“I figured that it’s 
art now,” Hammond said.

Hammond’s work has glossed 
the pages of the book “Washing-
ton Curiosities: Quirky Charac-
ters, Roadside Oddities & Oth-
er Offbeat Stuff” by Harriett Bas-
kas and various magazines.

“People will be traveling across 
the U.S. and they’ll make it a point 
to come to Walla Walla and see my 
muffler shop and get their pictures 
taken with my art,” Hammond said.

People even commission Ham-
mond to do artwork for them, such 
as memorials or tributes for de-
ceased spouses or pets. He men-
tions that anatomy and proportions 
are the hardest part of his work–
which is understandable, consider-
ing that he is fashioning car parts 
to resemble humans and animals.

Whitman commissioned Ham-
mond to build a piece of art for the 
landing of the staircase that leads 
to the second floor of Reid Campus 
Center. Hammond created a fisher-
man fishing for a book of knowledge.

“I wanted to do something 
that related to the education-

al part of it ... and so my concept 
was that [when] you’re at Whit-
man, you’re putting in a lot of effort 
to acquire knowledge ... but some-
times the knowledge is there with-
in reach, but you can’t really grasp 
it or it’s difficult to grasp and some-
times slips away,” Hammond said.

It is clear that Hammond 
feels strongly about his artwork.

“I feel really blessed and lucky, 
that’s how I feel. I have the facil-
ity here, that lets me do this stuff. 
And the materials. I can’t keep up 
with how many ideas [there are] 
in my head of what to do and what 
I could do,” Hammond said. “So 
yeah, I just feel really blessed.”

From “Heavy Metal” to Music

Hammond describes his art-
work as “heavy metal” because of its 
weight and material. However, this 
title also connects with both his mu-
sic and his shop, Melody Muffler.

Since moving to Walla Wal-
la, Hammond has revived his pas-
sion for music which began in his 
time in Idaho. He plays the drums 
in his three-member blues band 
“Iguana Hat” under the moniker 
“Maniac Mike.” They play at lo-
cal clubs and bars, festivals and 
weddings. Notable gigs include 
the county fair, the Onion Festi-
val and the Balloon Stampede.

“Playing ... just playing ... I 
love playing,” Hammond said.

His favorite part of playing, 
though, is the reaction of the audience.

“I love it when the crowd re-
sponds. That’s your reward for 
playing in the band ... when the 
crowd responds,” Hammond said.

While Hammond relishes play-
ing for his adult audiences, he gets 
the most fulfillment out of work-
ing with a different crowd: children.

As a 15 year member and cur-
rent president of the Walla Wal-
la Blues Society, Hammond leads 
the group’s efforts, in collabora-
tion with the Walla Walla Sym-
phony, to provide instruments 
for kids who can’t afford them.

“People ... have instruments 
in their closets that they played 

when they were in high school 
and [they’ve] just been sitting 
there for years,” Hammond said.

When people donate an instru-
ment to the Blues Society, they re-
ceive a tax deduction, adding to the 
incentive. The Blues Society re-
furbishes the instruments and then 
passes them on to kids in need.

“[The kids] sign a little con-
tract ... they get to keep it as long as 
they use it. If Grandma and Grandpa 
buys them a new one or something, 
then that instrument comes back to 
us so we can refurbish it and get it 
out [to more kids],” Hammond said.

Additionally, Hammond has 
been involved for the past five years 
in a youth rock camp run by Blues 
Society and Walla Walla Sym-
phony. 75-100 kids ages 12-18 at-
tend camp for a week, complete-
ly free of charge, including meals. 
The Blues Society and Symphony 
supply instructors who aim to in-
still a passion for music in the kids.

The kids eventually form 
their own bands and put on a con-
cert at a local park at the end of 
the week. However, sometimes 
the bands last longer than a week.

“Some of those bands now have 
grown up and have been booked up 
at regular events and other places ... 
that’s a pat on the back and that makes 
you feel good,” Hammond said.

Even if kids don’t end up mak-
ing it big, the camp changes lives.

Hammond mentioned that there 
have been kids at the alternative high 
school that were teetering on the 
edge of getting into trouble or joining 
a gang. He says that some of those 
kids come back to him years later 
and admit that they acted up in the 
name of attention, but having all eyes 
on them when they played gave them 
just the attention they needed so 
they could focus on improving their 
grades and staying out of trouble.  

“That’s a kid you saved from, 
you know, being in jail, or drugs, 
or dead, or whatever ... and so that’s 
really gratifying ... that’s some-
thing that you go, ‘Yeah, that was 
worth doing,’” Hammond said.

There is no question that Ham-
mond positively impacts lives. 
He even started a website, free of 
charge, for any band to spread their 
names and promote gigs. Because 
of Hammond, new bands have 
the potential to achieve recogni-
tion and, most importantly, the op-
portunity to play for an audience.

“It’s really a feel-good 
thing,” Hammond said.

Check out the Walla Wal-

la Blues Society’s work at wwbs.

org, Hammond’s free site for bands 

at wallawallamusic.com, his band 

at iguanahat.com and his en-

tire profile at mikehammond.com.

Mike Hammond: the Muffler Man
by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

Hammond in his combined art studio and auto repair shop, Melody Muffler.  Actor, comedian and television host Jay Leno owns 
a piece of Hammond’s muffler art.  Photo by Henry Honzel

A blue “muffler man” smiles in front of Melody Muffler (top left); the shop front of the auto repair shop on 9th Ave (above left); various pieces of Hammond’s muffler art (above right). Hammond’s art was featured 
in “National Geographic” and a book about roadside oddities in Washington state.  Photos by Henry Honzel

“People will be traveling 
across the U.S. and 
they’ll make it a point 
to come to Walla Walla 
and see my muffler 
shop and get their 
pictures taken with my 
art.”
Mike Hammond
Owner of Melody Muffler, Artist

“I see a pile of scrap iron 
and I visualize different 
things in that iron that 
looks like something, 
and I just go from 
there.”
Mike Hammond
Owner of Melody Muffler, Artist
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Voices from the Community What is your favorite part of Thanksgiving? Photos by Samarah Uribe

MIRANDA
LAFOND 
First-year

“Ahhh ... My favorite part of Thanks-
giving ... I have so many favorite parts. I 
love ... watching the parade in my paja-
mas and then baking a pecan pie.”

MOLLY
EVERED
Junior

“Oh, wow. I think just being with my 
family ... having time to appreciate 
them. Yeah, just being with people I 
love. We usually all go around and say 
something we’re thankful for. And it 
depends, but usually we all try to con-
tribute a dish or something if we’ve got 
the whole family. If we get together 
with my mom’s side of the family, we 
always go to the beach.”

HANNAH
ROH
First-year

“My favorite part of Thanksgiving is 
meeting my friends and family again. 
And also just bonding and eating food 
with the family. My favorite food is ... 
anything meat. [And] I get to eat my 
mom’s cooking.”

ELEN
LIU
First-year

“I will go to New York. I’m so glad that 
we can have a break. And I’m looking 
forward to the bargains and shopping.”

Few would contest that the 
2016 presidential election 
was a shake-up. This presi-

dential race was disquieting not 
only in its volatility, but also in 
the manner in which it ended. 
Nearly every pollster predicted 
the outcome wrong. Rather than a 
radical opinion shift in the major-
ity of the electorate, the 45th pres-
ident was decided by an archaic 
government institution: the Elec-
toral College. It is apparent now 
that the role of the Electoral Col-
lege must be reexamined.

As of Nov. 8, 2016, there 
have been four elections in Amer-
ican history where the popular 
vote went to a different candidate 
than the electoral vote. These four 
elections are 1876, 1888, 2000 
and 2016. Some Americans would 
query what the problem is with 
these four elections. After all, 
they were decided in accordance 
with our nation’s democratic pro-
cess. Well, the United States as-
pires to democracy, despite being 
by definition a republic. The ma-
jority of Americans want one can-

didate, and not giving that candi-
date is undemocratic. There are 
reasons why the Electoral Col-
lege is an institution, and several 
of them are pertinent to contem-
porary elections. The magnifica-
tion of the voice of smaller states 
is important. There is a compro-
mise though.

A compromise between the 
status quo and a purely popular 
general election is not unheard 
of. The abolition of ‘winner takes 
all’ would provide the nuance 
and compromise demanded for 
change of the status quo. The cur-
rent electoral system in the Unit-
ed States has it that the winner of 
a the most electoral districts wins 
the entire state, rather than having 
each individual go to their respec-
tive candidate. As of 2016, two 
states have abandoned the winner 
takes all voting system, Maine 
and Nebraska. In Maine and Ne-
braska electoral districts can 
pledge to different candidates. 
For example, in the 2016 election 
three districts voted for Clinton, 
while one voted for Trump.

The solution of ending ‘win-
ner-take-all’ voting is an even 
compromise: it allows rural states 
to maintain their magnified voice, 
but removes the restrictions on 
majority rule in states where one 
or two districts are political out-
liers. Every district would have 
their voice heard on a federal lev-
el, and no small state would have 
to relinquish their Electoral Col-
lege advantages.

ALYA
BOHR
Columnist

Accepting the election

Some things cannot be made 
sense of. Or, if there is any 
sense to be made, it is frac-

tured, messy and incomplete. 
That’s how this post-election pe-
riod feels. Yes, perhaps it’s true 
that the results shouldn’t have 
been shocking, that we should 
have known this deep pain and 
unrest existed in our nation, that 
we do not live in a post-racial 
and post-gender society, but that 
doesn’t mean we cannot also be 
shaken to our cores. That doesn’t 
mean that the triumph of racism, 
sexism, homophobia and xeno-
phobia should be taken lightly. 
The election of Donald Trump to 
the highest office in our nation 
sanctifies hatred and cruelty. It 
normalizes bigoted vitriol and 
hate-fueled actions enshrined by 
the specter of white supremacy.

It’s not just political, it’s 
deeply personal.

There are people’s lives on 
the line. There are essential hu-
man rights that may be upended. 
There are vulnerable populations 
whose futures have been clouded 
by debilitating fear and a sense 
of danger. None of that is okay.

An election shouldn’t be 
traumatic.

I’ve also heard people saying 
that this election shouldn’t be di-
visive, that now is a time to put 
aside our differences to come to-
gether and heal. Should we come 
together? Yes. Love your peo-
ple. Stand in solidarity. Work 

for goodness. But should we re-
ally put our differences aside? 
Not so fast. This is bigger than 
typical political discord. This is 
about fundamental respect, or 
lack thereof, for the identities of 
groups of marginalized people. 
It’s not really the kind of thing 
you can put aside. Regardless of 

the varying motives of Trump 
voters, what stands is the fact 
that our nation chose to uphold 
a certain set of values that coun-
ters everything I believe. And 
instead of overlooking those dif-
ferences for the sake of some ide-
alized national unity, I see them 
as a catalyst for my action, as a 

piercing reminder of the respon-
sibility that I have to fight for 
equality, safety, justice and hu-
manity.

If this election did one thing, 
it once and for all tacked to the 
wall the reality of this coun-
try’s heartbreaking racism, mi-
sogyny, homophobia and bigot-

ry. There can be no more wrig-
gling away from accusations of 
structural inequality. There can 
be no more denial. All this hor-
ror that has shaken so many of 
us recently has existed in socie-
ty before this moment. It existed 
when Michael Brown, Eric Gar-
ner and Tamir Rice were killed. 
It existed when North Carolina’s 
anti-transgender HB2 bill was 
created. It existed when Ahmed 
Mohamed was arrested for bring-
ing a clock to school. But now it 
is seen and it cannot be unseen.

So where do we go from 
here, from this broken and shat-
tered place? Personally, I need 
time to grieve. I know that there 
is work to be done and battles 
to be fought, but right now my 
heart hurts for everything we’ve 
lost. For the progress that was 
undone. For the lives that are at 
stake. And I’m dreading the time 
when it’s no longer okay to feel 
devastated by this because these 
feelings—the raw anger and sad-
ness—make everything so in-
credibly urgent, and that’s neces-
sary. This cannot be intellectual-
ized or rationalized. It is painful 
and visceral, but we need these 
emotions to guide us.

After the grieving though, it 
will be time to act fiercely, cou-
rageously and with love. People 
in positions of privilege have the 
choice about whether to heed this 
call to action, but others have no 
choice: for them it is a matter of 
life or death. Their lives have 
been decided by a painful act of 
white supremacy. This is some-
thing that requires all of us, es-
pecially people of privilege. 
This is an affront to humanity, to 
compassion and goodness. This 
election is painful. It is a wake-
up call. It is radicalizing. It is not 
a time for complacency and ap-
athy, but a time to take back the 
world.

Reexamine 
the Electoral 

College
CY 
BURCHENAL
Columnist

Illustration by Meg Cuca

Last week, 5 Whitman stu-
dents loaded our pepper 
spray goggles, canned beans 

and sleeping bags into a car and 
drove 17 hours to Cannonball, 
North Dakota to join water protec-
tors there in halting the construc-
tion of the Dakota Access Pipe-
line. Here are some things I learned:

1. This issue is first and fore-
most about indigenous sovereign-
ty. We cannot engage with Standing 
Rock only to the extent that it aligns 
with our own environmental, hu-
man rights or anti-corporation goals. 
We must recognize indigenous sov-
ereignty as worthy in and of itself.

2. Colonization is not in the past. 
It is strong and alive in the construc-
tion of this pipeline. We witnessed 
24-hour helicopter and drone sur-
veillance of camp life and sacred cer-
emonies. We saw the effects of po-
lice raids on peaceful camps. We 
saw DAPL workers constructing 
all night on stolen native land, and 
the National Guard putting up ra-
zor wire on the banks of the Can-
nonball River to stop native people 
from praying there. If you are en-
raged by previous acts of coloni-
al violence, now is the time to act.

3. Every action at Standing 
Rock is rooted in prayer, ceremo-
ny and spirituality. We attended 
more ceremonies than rallies, said 
more prayers than chants and took 

our direction from elders, not activ-
ists. I found myself secularizing the 
movement by explaining its meth-
ods in terms of “strategy” instead of 
spirituality. What I was really do-
ing was legitimizing action only to 
the extent it aligned with my colo-
nial values of rationality and tac-
tics. In reality, Standing Rock’s guid-
ing principle is a prophecy from 
the Spirits: “If you remain peace-
ful and prayerful, you will win.”

4. The difference between pro-
testers and water protectors is not 
just a technicality. It is a funda-
mental distinction. “Protester” de-
scribes a group of people who only 
mobilize as a group in opposition to 
something. “Protector” acknowl-
edges that our human unity runs 
far deeper than any government ac-
tion. Protectors are not fighting for 
a concept: we know that water is sa-
cred. Protectors are enacting our 
duty to physically defend that water.

5. Contrary to the framework 
used by many non-native environ-
mental organizations, this move-
ment is not about “protecting natu-
ral resources.” Indigenous knowl-
edge holds that water, land and ani-
mals are not valuable only in terms of 
their usefulness to humans. They are 
not our resources, but our relatives.

6. Showing up to a march, a 
teach-in or even to North Dakota 
with good intentions is not enough. 
How you engage in allyship is as 
important as showing up itself. At 
the camps, we witnessed non-na-
tive people offering suggestions for 
action before listening to the plans 
of native organizers, taking songs 

from sacred ceremony to use in 
their own lives without permission 
and showing up with little under-
standing of their position as guests 
on Lakota land. Some of these mis-
takes were made by us. It became 
clear that self-reflection, awareness 
of the space you take up and inten-
tional action are vital to allyship.

Since Tuesday’s election, there 
is a very real, rational and visceral 
fear in our collective body. Howev-
er, indigenous lives, culture and land 
have been trampled on under every 
form of American government. To 
many native people, this kind of jus-
tice is neither surprising nor anom-
alous. This should not instill fear or 
doubt in us, but hope: a bigger vision 
for unity and action is needed. I will 
be taking my direction from the pro-
tectors at Standing Rock, whose ac-
tion runs deeper and longer than the 
next four years, much like the pow-
erful flow of the Missouri River.

Op-ed: What Whitties 
should know about 

Standing Rock
CONTRIBUTED BY                       

JULIE KITZEROW, KATY 
WOODALL & KYLA RAPP

“We cannot engage 
with Standing Rock 
only to the extent 
that it aligns with our 
own environmental, 
human rights or 
anti-corporation 
goals. We must 
recognize indigenous 
sovereignty as worthy 
in and of itself.” 
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Nate Silver, the man who 
was right about every-
thing until he wasn’t, is 

reportedly seeking foreign asy-
lum after angry mobs of Suba-
ru Foresters arrived at his house 
to protest the rigged election re-
sults of the past week. Silver, the 
young pollster who predicted a 
70 percent chance of a Clinton 
presidency, is facing backlash 
from the voters who had pur-
chased too many “Madam Pres-
ident” stickers to go back now. 
As the free range eggs contin-
ued to rain down on his house 
and the crowd reached an inco-
herent, tearful fever pitch, Silver 
began frantically searching for 
obscure countries with lax asy-
lum laws and white sand beach-
es to begin an early retirement.

In crafting a written ap-
peal to the sympathies of foreign 
governments, Silver struggled to 

strike the right balance between 
desperate and pathetic. The 
first draft reads, “Please don’t 
make me take responsibility for 
this mess.” The draft was lat-

er amended to simply, “Please.”
When asked about the po-

tential of moving to Canada, 
Silver flatly rejected the idea. 
“More white people with the po-
tential to get obscenely angry at 
me? No thanks.” Silver contin-
ued by saying he was more in 
the market for a sparsely popu-
lated island nation with as lit-
tle understanding of Ameri-
can politics as possible. Silver 
has reached out to Julian As-
sange and Edward Snowden 
with desperate pleas to “help 
a brother out,” with no avail.

As Clinton supporters con-
tinue to distinguish themselves 
from Trump supporters in their 
quest to indiscriminately place 
blame on strangers who disagree 
with them as the root of society’s 

ills, Silver has attempted several 
times to defend himself by point-
ing out that he did give Trump a 
30 percent chance of winning. 
When asked about this predic-
tion, members of the crowd an-
swered me with a cogent medley 
of “NO,” “fuck you” and tears.

“After Tuesday, we’re notic-
ing this strange new trend of vot-
ers actively disregarding fact, 
in favor of hyperbole and divi-
siveness,” Silver lamented. Sil-
ver’s website, FiveThirtyEight, 
continues to post content with a 
moderately defiant and forward-
looking tone, but the asylum 
search continues. “I’ve got a few 
leads on a newly discovered is-
land on top of a sea volcano, and I 
hear the South Pole research sta-
tion always needs dish washers.”

Close to 43 percent of eligi-
ble voters did not cast a bal-
lot during last week’s elec-

tion. Obviously, those 95 million 
fully-fledged adults must have had 
good reason to stay home, right? 
Sure enough, here are the top rea-

sons people didn’t vote:

Got really swamped signing on-
line petitions to abolish the elec-

toral college.  

Donald Trump told them election 
day was November 28.

Law and Order: SVU was on TV.

Couldn’t find a black pen.

America was never meant to be 
a real democracy, so what’s the 
point? (Did you even read Federal-

ist number 10?)

Body temporarily paralyzed by the 
enchanting powers of CNN’s elec-
toral touch-screen map and the 
silky-smooth tones of Wolf Blitzer.

Technically did vote ... for Har-
ambe.

Next-door neighbor voted, and he 
had a yard sign for the guy I liked, 

so I’m pretty much covered.

(Actual voter suppression and dis-
criminatory ID laws).

Top 8 
Reasons 

People Didn’t 
Vote This 
Election 
Season

by JEFFREY GUSTAVESON
Squirrel Communicator

Environmentally inclined 
Whitties rejoice! The years 
of hard work from Divest 

Whitman have finally paid off, 
and the board of trustees has lis-
tened to the call for climate jus-
tice. Effective immediately, 
Whitman College will divest its 
endowment from fossil fuel com-
panies, and directly move the 
funds into a coltan mining op-
eration located in eastern Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo.

Brad McMurchie, chair of 
the Board of Trustees, quickly 

explained the logic behind the 
move. “Not only is coltan min-
ing in the DRC lucrative, but it 
has no ties to the fossil fuel in-
dustry–none! With stable pric-
es, fantastic returns and crip-
pling human rights abuses at the 
mines, we truly are revolution-
izing a new model for sustaina-
ble growth of our endowment.”

“Yes, coltan might be 
known as the ‘blood diamond 
of the DRC,’ but our new resi-
dence building won’t build it-
self now will it? Hell, we 
should have listened to our stu-
dents and abandoned big oil 
years ago!” McMurchie added.

With such promise from di-
vestment, the administration is 
looking into additional non-fos-
sil fuel, socially conscious op-
tions to maximize endowment, 
including investing in the boom-
ing east China shark fin trade, 
and providing targeted cash as-
sistance to World Bank struc-
tural adjustment programs.

by TREVOR LEWIS
VP at Consulting Division at The Wire LLC

Storied history of well-
meaning presidents continues

by BEN FREEDMAN
Senio Hipster Analyst

Whitman divests from fossil fuels, invests endowment in coltan 
mining operation in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo

“Hell, we should have 
listened to our students 
and abandoned big oil 
years ago”
Brad McMurchie

Nate Silver 
seeks 

foreign 
asylum

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash

Comic by Nick Sekits

by MEGUMI RIERSON
Chief Ivory Correspondent

Illustration by Claire Revere

It’s official. On Jan. 20, 2017, a 
genuinely awful person will be 
sworn into the highest office in 

the land for the first time. I’m ter-
rified and distraught. Luckily we 
have voices in the political commu-
nity to rely on in times of tumult:

“I can’t think of a time our 
country has been more divided. We 
are soooooo screwed.”

-Abraham Lincoln

“His comment about shoot-
ing someone on 5th Avenue was 
very troubling. A president should 
be above petty violence. Also, are 
you kidding me with his immigra-
tion plan? It’s completely unethical 
to displace that many people. I fear 
he’ll irrevocably tarnish the moral-
ly pristine office of the presidency.”

-Andrew Jackson

“His treatment of women is 
absolutely appalling, totally unbe-
coming of a future president.”

-John Adams

“He seems very thin-skinned. 
I’m worried about freedom of the 
press if he wins.”

-John Adams (again)

“His ties to the KKK frighten 
me.”

-Woodrow Wilson, Warren G. 
Harding and William McKinley in 
unison and pre-labor day attire

“I can’t believe the status of 
political discourse in this country. 
I mean, really, when did our stand-
ards sink so low? Just because some 
idiot says things you vaguely agree 
with doesn’t mean they should be 
fucking president. This election is 
indicative of tremendous cultural, 
political and intellectual decline.”

-Former Vice Presidential can-
didate and nationally renowned 
stateswoman, Sarah Palin

“I just don’t want him to undo 
all the good we did by changing the 
name of our school’s newspaper.”

-The artists formerly known as 
The Pioneer staff

“I’ve got a few leads on a 
newly discovered island 
on top of a sea volcano, 
and I hear the South 
Pole research station 
always needs dish 
washers”
Nate Silver


