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ISSUE 1 Whitman news since 1896

Less than 24 hours after for-
mer businessman Donald J. 
Trump was sworn into office 

as president of the United States, 
protestors took to the streets in 
more than 200 cities across the 
country and across the globe. More 
than one million people came to-
gether in their separate locales to 
support one another and to defend 
their fundamental liberties both 
as women and as human beings.

In Walla Walla, nearly 
2,500 activists assembled near 
the First Congregational Church 
and marched down Alder carry-
ing signs and chanting slogans.

“What do we want?” “Justice!” 
“When do we want it?” “Now!”

Activists headed down Al-
der until they turned right and re-
turned back up Main St., blocking 
traffic and traveling with a police 
escort. Local restaurants provid-
ed hot coffee and tea for marchers.

As Nancy Monacelli, one of 
the local organizers said, “The 
point of the march is to be posi-
tive, to think of what we are in fa-
vor of, not against. To hold one 
another up, to be supportive of 
one another and to let the folks 
within the community see that 
there are a lot of people here who 
want Walla Walla to be open.”

Monacelli has lived in Wal-
la Walla for nearly 21 years, work-

ing with local nonprofits and the 
Washington State Democratic Par-
ty. She served as a state commit-
tee member for eight years and is 
currently an elected member of the 
Democratic National Convention.

“All politics is local and 
this is a totally locally fo-
cused event for us,” Monacel-
li said. “Certainly we’re aligned 
with other events around the na-
tion, but this is totally local 
and to support our neighbors.”

Though the march in Wal-
la Walla didn’t attract the huge 
crowds that cities like Chicago and 
Boston saw, it was no less signifi-
cant. In a city with approximately 
31,000 residents, the 2,500 activ-
ists that participated in the Wom-

en’s March on Walla Walla repre-
sent more than 10 percent of the 
city’s population. The turnout was 
especially surprising considering 
President Trump won more than 54 
percent of the votes in Walla Walla 
County, and tweeted Saturday that 
he was unimpressed with the wom-
en’s marches around the country.

An unexpectedly high turnout 
from Whitman students, faculty 
and staff helped boost the march’s 
numbers. Groups on campus like 
FACE (Feminists Advocating for 
Change and Empowerment) and 
PPGA (Planned Parenthood Gen-
eration Action) held events to make 
signs and spread the word about 
the march to the student body.

According to one event organizer, Saturday’s Women’s march was the largest in city history. The above photos are a sampling of the protestors. Photo by Natalie Mutter

by CHRIS HANKIN
Co-News Editor

It may be a musical about the 
worst musical ever produced, 
but the cast and crew of “The 

Producers” were all too excited to 
join the Little Theatre’s production 
of the famous Broadway show. The 
local rendition began on Jan. 20 
and will continue through Feb. 5.

Based on the Oscar-win-
ning 1968 film of the same name, 
“The Producers,” adapted for the 
stage by the film’s writer/direc-
tor Mel Brooks, originally opened 

on Broadway in 2001 and won 12 
Tony Awards, a record it still holds. 
The play details the misadventures 
of Leo Bloom, a sheepish account-
ant and Max Bialystock, a strug-
gling Broadway producer, who de-
vise a scheme to make money off 
a flop production by producing the 
worst play in history for a sum they 
can’t hope to make back. The re-
sult is “Springtime for Hitler,” a 
poor-taste celebration of Nazis. 
Trouble arises, however, when the 
play becomes a hit, the audience 
having mistaken it for a satire.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

see PRODUCERS, page 4

Walla Walla embraces 
“The Producers”

Elena Janis (right) captures Robert Randall’s (left) attention onstage during “The 
Producers.”  Photo contributed by John Anthony

Following a NCAA Tourna-
ment run to the Sweet Sixteen 
last spring, the men’s basket-

ball team has surged to a 18-0 re-
cord and a number 2 national rank-
ing, its highest in at least eighteen 
years. Out of conference, the Blues 
went 2-0 on a late December trip to 
Daytona Beach, Florida as well as 
2-0 in the Whitman-hosted Com-
fort Inn Classic. After opening on 
Jan. 6, the men’s team has gone 9-0 
so far in Northwest Conference play. 
Several key factors have contribut-
ed to the team’s success this season, 
but it starts with the team’s attitude.

Only a couple seniors graduated 
from last year’s team, meaning that 
many of the team’s core contributors 
returned for this season. Head coach 
Eric Bridgeland cites this experi-
ence as being extremely valuable.

“We had many returners who 
played key roles in our NCAA 
tourney run last year. We have 
a team full of leaders who care 
about each other,” Bridgeland said. 

In terms of the team’s 
overall ranking of sec-
ond in the nation, Bridgeland 
points to players from the past.

“Rankings usually pay trib-
ute to those before you. We had sev-
eral classes of great leaders and 
teammates. They are the ones who 
paved the way for our group today.”

A high ranking, howev-
er is not the team’s ultimate goal.

“We aren’t a results based pro-
gram. We look for growth and 
that if we get better each and eve-
ry practice and game,” Jase Har-
rison, a junior transfer and the 
team’s second leading scorer, said.  
“Winning is just an added bonus.”

Much of this growth can 
be attributed to the team’s spirit.

“We fight as brothers out there 
on the court and we have each oth-

er’s backs. It’s our spirit and what 
we do versus the other team’s spir-
it,” Harrison said. “The spirit of this 
team is greater than any program I’ve 
ever played for or seen for that mat-
ter. We really are one big family.”

Like the women’s team, 
the men play four of their 
next five games on the road.

“We are looking forward to 
exuding it one game at a time,” 
Bridgeland said. These games 
have huge implications for the 
team’s hopeful championship run.

Whitman fans can look forward 
to the team’s next home game on Jan. 
28 at 6 p.m. against Willamette Uni-
versity.

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

see WOMEN’S MARCH, page 4

First year Jaron Kirkley dunks in practice. Photo by James Baker  

Undefeated Men’s BB rides win streak
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NEWS

The ascent of a “General’s General”

Rarely is General James 
Mattis referred to by his 
given-name. Normally 

he is known by his nicknames: 
“Chaos,” “Warrior Monk” and, 
most significantly, “Mad Dog.” 
Born in Pullman, the  eastern 
Washington native visited Whit-
man in 2015, and was confirmed 
as President Donald J. Trump’s 
Secretary of Defense on Jan. 20.

Mattis spoke at Whitman 
in March of 2015 with the help 
of the Whitman Events Board 
and then-senior Bill Landefeld, 
whose father had met Mattis on 
an airplane. His lecture includ-
ed a 75-minute question and an-
swer period and many communi-
ty members were in attendance. 
During his speech, Mattis em-
phasized the role of the military 
in foreign affairs.

“Let me tell you what my 
real job was at CentComm,” 
Mattis said during his speech at 
Whitman, referring to the Unit-
ed States Central Command. “It 
was to try to keep the peace, or 
what passed for peace, for one 
more year, one more week, one 
more day, one more hour so that 
Secretary Clinton and the diplo-
mats could try to work their mag-
ic and keep another catastrophic 
war from happening.”

The week prior to Inaugura-
tion Day, Mattis, a retired four 
star Marine general, went before 
Congress for his confirmation 
hearing. Though several cabi-
net confirmation hearings were 
lengthy and controversial, his 
lasted only a few hours because 
he was a nonpartisan favorite. 
Mattis led the United States Cen-
tral Command under President 
Obama from 2010-2013, and 

the Marine Baghdad invasion in 
2003.

Trump met with Mattis in 
November to discuss naming 
him the defense secretary, and 
later tweeted that Mattis was 
very impressive and a “true Gen-
eral’s General.” However, ac-
cording to the New York Times, 
Mattis does not appear to agree 
with some of Trump’s policies. 
Mattis finds Trump’s position 
on Russia to be ill-informed, and 
has communicated to Trump that 
torture will not work.

Though Mattis has received 
public support from both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, Sena-
tor John McCain has been partic-
ularly vocal. In a press release, 
McCain said Mattis is “without 
a doubt one of the finest military 
officers of his generation and 
an extraordinary leader who in-
spires a rare and special admira-
tion of his troops.”

While at Whitman, Mattis 
closed his speech by emphasiz-
ing the importance of service.

“A life is only important in 
the impact it has on others lives,” 
Mattis said. “I would encourage 
you to do your own work, lis-
ten to people, don’t get arrogant, 
but stay very focused on serv-
ing your fellow persons because 
you’re not going to want to get to 
the end of the road and not think 
you made a difference.”

Contributed reporting by 
Andy Monserud. 

“A life is only important 
in the impact it has on 
other lives.”
James Mattis
Secretary of Defense, speaking at 
Whitman College

General James Mattis, speaking in Maxey Hall at Whitman College in 2015. Photo by Marra Clay

General James Mattis, who spoke at Whitman in 2015, confirmed as Defense Secretary

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

Whitman professors will 
soon have more incen-
tive to expand the kinds 

of work they do around the school. 
Late last semester, the College’s 
faculty voted on and passed a se-
ries of modifications to the tenure 
evaluation language in the Facul-
ty Code, language which is used to 
judge prior faculty achievements 
when a faculty member applies for 
tenure.

Among many modifications, 
the new language encourages fac-
ulty to publish research in inter-
disciplinary journals and empha-
sizes the importance of work the 
faculty members do to promote 
inclusion and diversity on Whit-
man’s campus.

“It took a year and a half, but 
we wanted to be specific to Whit-
man and what Whitman values,” 
Associate Professor of English 
and General Studies Sharon Alk-
er said. “Inclusion and equity ac-
cess is very important to us. It was 
in our mission, but not in our code 
for evaluation criteria, so we felt 
that we need to have our mission 
in line with what our faculty are 
doing.”

A few years ago, the Facul-
ty Personnel Committee recom-
mended that the faculty reevalu-
ate the language used to judge fac-
ulty accomplishments. This led to 
the creation of the Evaluation Cri-
teria Working Committee, which 

Alker chaired. After 18 months of 
meetings with faculty and student 
groups, the distribution of an ex-
tensive survey and lengthy discus-
sions, the Committee presented its 
recommendations to the faculty. 
The modifications were eventual-
ly passed by a majority of faculty.

Before the modifications, 
work that faculty members did 
outside of their traditionally-rec-
ognized responsibilities was not 
specifically valued in the tenure 
process. The new guidelines en-
courage faculty members to diver-
sify their curriculums, ensure an 
inclusive classroom climate and 
recognizes mentoring of underrep-
resented students.

“There’s now language really 
emphasizing inclusivity, not just 
the topics of conversation, but the 
actual practices that teachers use 
in the classroom to help promote 
good dialogue,” Professor of Psy-
chology and Chair of the Facul-
ty Melissa Clearfield said. “There 
are a lot of faculty that work real-
ly hard to make the college cam-
pus climate more inclusive ... now 
there’s language that says we val-
ue this work.”

Alker also pointed to the im-
portance of the emphasis on rec-
ognizing faculty members’ previ-
ously obscure contributions to the 
Whitman community.

“If I am, for example, helping 
students of color adapt to a new 
college by meeting with them reg-
ularly in my office, that was kind 
of invisible, nobody knew that 
people were doing that but we felt 
that these were extremely impor-
tant and had to be recognized,” 
Alker said.

According to Vice Presi-
dent of Diversity and Inclusion 
Kazi Joshua, modifications help 
show that the faculty and the col-
lege as a whole are taking the em-
phasis on diversity and inclusivi-
ty seriously. Not only will the new 
language impact faculty already 
teaching at Whitman, but Joshua 
says the modifications will help 
him pitch Whitman to a more di-
verse group of incoming faculty. A 
more diverse group of faculty can 
help create a more welcoming cli-
mate and lead to an increase in un-
derrepresented groups in the stu-
dent body.

“The changes may appear to 
be small to some people,” Josh-
ua said. “But essentially they are 
saying that we are not only using 
the rhetoric of diversity and inclu-
sion as a marketing gimmick, but 
we are willing to recognize and 
reward services that seek to build 
this population because we believe 
it’s integral to the mission of the 
college.”

by MITCHELL SMITH
Editor-in-Chief

“There’s now language 
really emphasizing 
inclusivity.”
Melissa Clearfield
Professor of Psychology and Chair of the 
Faculty

Keeping tenure 
on track
Tenure evaluation guidelines modified 
to better-reflect “Whitman values”

Members of the Whitman Community,

There are certain moments in the course of a publication’s history 
that feel especially significant. For The Whitman Wire, January 2017 is 
one such moment. Throughout the past calendar year, we underwent the 
hiring of an entirely new editorial board, we updated the newspaper’s 
name to reflect the student body’s commitment to respect and inclusion 
and we covered plenty of challenging stories.

Many on our staff and in our community have expressed concern and 
uncertainty about the future. Drugging incidents of late last semester, the 
unsettling election of a president whom few in our community support, 
the passing of a dear friend-we know firsthand the scope and size of the 
challenges the student body has faced throughout the past year.

With acknowledgement and acceptance of the difficult year ahead, 
we on The Whitman Wire are shaken, but not shook. We will strive to cov-
er all the news that the Whitman community values through increasing-
ly accessible means.

To do this successfully and appeal to our increasingly online reader-
ship, we plan to expand our on-site coverage through new media tools like 
Facebook Live. We will also expand our community engagement through 
more interactive reporting and community forums, the first of which will 
take place during the Power and Privilege Symposium. We will also seek 
and look forward to increased feedback from the community about how 
to do our jobs even better. As always, we want to hear your thoughts on 
the contact section of our website or in the form of letters to the editor.

Through these efforts, we hope to better engage our readers and keep 
them connected to the stories that matter at Whitman and in Walla Walla.

Yours in Editorship,

From the editors’ desk

Marra Clay, Publisher

Mitchell Smith, Editor-in-Chief
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Sophomore Rebecca 
Wertheimer was involved with 
spreading the word about the march 
on campus.

“I think [students] are becom-
ing more political,” she said, “May-
be not always getting involved, but 
I have definitely been aware of a 
lot more conversations going on 
around campus on topics that peo-
ple would have stayed silent about 
before [Trump’s election].”

As a liberal academic institu-
tion, Whitman occupies a unique 
space in Walla Walla. The local 
community is more conservative 
than the campus, and in the past 

this has complicated the relation-
ship between the Whitman student 
body and Walla Walla activists.

Sophomore and Co-Presi-
dent of FACE Willa Johnson also 
worked to disseminate logistical 
information about the march to 
Whitman students.

“I thought it was so incredi-
ble to be a part of this Walla Wal-
la community, but also this whole 
community of people around the 
country and around the world,” she 
said.

Johnson also mentioned the 
accessibility of this march. Some 
of the speeches and chants were 
in Spanish, which opened up the 

space to more of the local commu-
nity.

“I think it was just cool to bring 
in a bunch of different groups,” 
Johnson said. “To me that’s what 
the march is about, and whether or 
not that’s actually how it turns out 
with everyone, I think it should be 
about intersectionality, and the idea 
that all of these issues are connect-
ed, and that there is this big unified 
group of people marching for the 
same reason.”

Moving forward into the next 
weeks, months and years of the 
Trump administration, much re-
mains unclear. How the president 
of the United States will react to 

the press, handle the enormous bur-
den of Nuclear Security and inter-
act with a swiftly changing body 
politic are all questions that remain 
unanswered. One thing that does 
seem clear is that the students at 
Whitman College will continue to 
work with and learn from activists 
in the Walla Walla area.

Already, students are work-
ing to get organized, advocate for 
their rights and fight back against 
injustice. On Friday Jan. 27, Divest 
Whitman is organizing an event on 
the steps of Penrose library where 
Whitman students can gather and 
voice opposition to the incoming 
administration.

Students, community join together

 The Women’s March started at First Congregational Church, turned on 2nd Avenue, then returned down Main Street in downtown Walla Walla. Photo by Natalie Mutter.

from WOMEN’S MARCH, page 1

Republican threats to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) have cast uncertainty 

on the future of American health-
care system. Despite this, the ef-
fects of a repeal would, at least in-
itially, only reach most Whitman 
students in minimal ways.

On Jan. 12, Senate Repub-
licans voted to approve a budg-
et plan which starts the process of 
taking apart Obamacare. But there 
are many steps that have to occur 
before any kind of change reach-
es people covered by the ACA 20 
million more Americans are now 
covered by the ACA that didn’t 
have health insurance before its 
creation, and many of these people 
could stand to lose their coverage 
in upcoming years.

Susanne Beechey, Associate 
Professor of Politics at Whitman, 
spoke about the difficulty of pre-
dicting how the repeal process of 
ACA will go.

“Part of what’s really tricky is 
that the ACA is not the kind of leg-
islation that you can engage with 
in an a la carte way. It’s a delicate 
political balance,” Beechey said. 
“We know that some pieces are 
quite popular, so it’s just not clear 
what repeal means.”

Garrett Atkinson, President 
of the Republican club on campus, 
spoke about the possibilities open-
ing up for healthcare with the re-
peal of the ACA

“If you backtrack to before the 
ACA was passed, the problem was 
largely that insurance was simply 
too expensive for many Americans 
to afford,” Atkinson wrote in an 
email to The Whitman Wire. “So, 

if the Republicans come up with a 
plan that truly addresses the main 
issue, an almost complete lack of 
competition, insurance could be-
come affordable in a way that 
doesn’t require the collusion of big 
business and government.”

Unfortunately, this clean slate 
for the Republican party to im-
plement a new health care plan 
into may be hard to find. Beechey 
spoke about how difficult it would 
be to to repeal all of the ACA, and 
remove its effect on health care 
legislation and regulation.

“When you move policy in a 
particular direction, there’s nev-
er a full going back. You’re al-
ways kind of leaving some of the 
changes in the wake,” Beechey 
said. “Policy change happens in an 
incremental way on the margins. 
It’s really not the case in the Unit-
ed States that we just wipe out en-

tire programs and then build new 
ones up.”

The future of American 
healthcare is shifting, but there 
won’t be a major change in Whit-
man campus health facilities any-
time soon. 

Claudia Ness, Director of the 
Whitman Health Center, spoke 
about the students who are cur-
rently covered by the ACA

“Depending on what’s re-
pealed and how quickly ... the 
small number of students that car-
ry [the ACA] now could potentially 
be put in a bind or awkward space 
trying to find some other form of 
coverage,” Ness said. “I would 
think that the students and families 
would have time to make another 
plan for their health insurance.”

Another reason Whitman stu-
dents won’t see a difference in 
the services offered by the Health 

Center is because these are cov-
ered by tuition, not healthcare 
plans.

“I really do not believe that 
[the repeal] will have a huge im-
pact on our particular practice here 
at the Health Center. Most of what 
we do and the care we provide, we 
do not bill insurance ... so it real-
ly does not affect the care here at 
the health center,” said Ness. “All 
the care here at the Health Center 
is either free of charge or minimal 
charge for students, which is why 
we don’t go through all of the steps 
required to bill insurance.”

Congressional Republicans 
have put forth no specific or com-
prehensive proposal for a policy to 
replace the ACA For Whitman stu-
dents currently on the ACA, on-
campus health services should re-
main as they are. Off-campus, the 
future remains hazy.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Whitman and the ACA 
While uncertainty shrouds the future of American healthcare, Whitman health services will remain largely unaffected

2,500 fill Walla Walla streets
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The musical was later adapted 
into a 2005 film, which starred the 
Broadway show’s two leads, Na-
than Lane and Matthew Broderick.

The irreverence and outra-
geous humor of the play was a ma-
jor attraction for the Little Theatre 
production’s director, Brian Hatley.

“It’s one of my favorite musi-
cals, I love Mel Brooks [and] I’m 
not sure if there’s anything better 
than a Mel Brooks musical,” Hat-
ley said. “I’ve just been delighted, 
it’s just a dream come true to be 
able to do this particular musical.”

However, “The Produc-
ers” is not an easy play to trans-
fer from Broadway to commu-
nity theatre, with many compli-
cated scene transitions and set 
changes as the story progress-
es from Leo’s office, to a rooftop, 
to a stage-within-a-stage. Hatley 
explained some of the solutions 
to the play’s complicated nature.

“I believe in cinematic the-
atre,” Hatley said. “Everything 
comes off the stage, everything 
goes on the stage, all of the ma-
jor setpieces except for furni-
ture are on wheels and rotate and 
roll in, roll out. Probably about 
half our scenes are with pro-
jection, so we move from one 
space to the other as smooth-
ly and as quickly as possible.”

The play was also an inter-
esting experience for its cast and 

crew, many of whom took on roles 
different from what they were ac-
customed to. Robert Randall, who 
portrays Max Bialystock, moved 
into the spotlight once again af-
ter having directed a number 
of recent productions, includ-
ing November’s “Noises Off.”

“I would say this one was 
more stressful [than ‘Noises Off’] 
for me,” Randall said. “The char-
acter [Bialystock] itself has an im-
mense amount of lines, and a tre-
mendous amount of music ... the 
challenge is definitely just the 
content, and the amount of it.”

That said, Randall, who also 
works at the Whitman College 
bookstore, was eager to portray 
the role, being a fan of the 2005 
film and a singer since childhood.

“Musical theatre’s al-
ways my favorite,” Randall said. 
“The interaction of the crowd is 
just more powerful because you 
get that response back ... you just 
kind of get that constant ener-
gy throughout the show, which I 
think makes it a little more grat-
ifying [than non-musicals].”

Whitman junior Lud de Bri-
to, who has worked with Harp-
er Joy Theatre on many previous 
occasions as an actress and assis-
tant stage manager, worked with 
the Little Theatre for the first 
time for “The Producers,” work-
ing on graphics for the play’s 
projection system. She found 
the experience very valuable.

“It’s really nice to be able 
to see a theatre outside of Harp-
er Joy because it’s all the experi-
ence with, like, theatre I have,” 
Brito said. “Just getting to know 
the people, getting to see how 
much work is being put under the 
construction of this production 
... that’s really beautiful to see.”

Brito, Randall and Hatley 
all expressed their admiration for 
the team of volunteers that helped 
make the production a reality.

“At Harper Joy, we’re hav-
ing plays that are done by stu-
dents that ... don’t have families to 
take care of, they don’t have [full-
time] jobs to maintain,” Brito said. 
“There was just so much, y’know, 
drive every day, after a whole 
day of work. I really admire peo-
ple who take the time, the energy, 
for the sake of creating theatre.”

“The Producers” will con-
tinue to run at the Little Thea-
tre through February, with show-
times at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 27-
28 and Feb. 3-4, and at 2:30 
p.m. on Jan. 29 and Feb. 5.

Mel Brooks’ “The Producers” comes 
to Little Theatre of Walla Walla

Wire Watch
Weekend of January 26-29   
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The official nominations for 
the 89th Academy Awards 
ceremony were announced 

on Tuesday, Jan. 24, and, much in 
the vein of past ceremonies, fea-
tured some welcome improve-
ments from years past while 
also maintaining or establish-
ing some troublesome trends.

Nine films were nominated 
for the coveted Best Picture award. 
The films in contention are “Arriv-
al,” “Fences,” “Hacksaw Ridge,” 
“Hell or High Water,” “Hidden Fig-
ures,” “La La Land,” “Lion,” “Man-
chester by the Sea” and “Moonlight.” 
Of these, “La La Land,” “Arriv-
al” and “Moonlight” are leading in 
nominations, with “La La Land” ty-
ing the overall record with fourteen.

Meanwhile, in the wake of the 
#OscarsSoWhite campaign, which 
were a result of the 2015 and 2016 
ceremonies featuring no acting nom-
inations for people of color, seven 
non-white actors received were nom-
inated across the four acting catego-
ries. Interestingly, all of the nomina-
tions came from films that were cen-
tered on non-white characters, rath-
er than supporting roles in a white 
character’s film (though “Lov-
ing,” based on the court case that le-
galized interracial marriage, fea-
tured the titular couple as co-leads).

As usual, some great films 
made the Best Picture list, while 
many were ignored and some not-so-
great films scored unearned nomina-
tions. The frontrunner for the award, 
“La La Land,” has recieved grow-
ing backlash as a result of increas-
ing exposure following its nomina-
tions. Damien Chazelle’s film has 
swept the Golden Globe Awards 
and many other ceremonies, lead-
ing to concerns that the popularity of 
the film, which has a majority-white 
cast, could shut out many deserving 
contenders of color, such as “Moon-

light” director Barry Jenkins and 
“Moana” songwriter Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. Additionally, the film’s 
numerous nominations perpetuates 
the trend of the Oscars dispropor-
tionately rewarding films centered 
on show business. “La La Land” is 
most certainly a film that plays to 
all the standard Academy criteria, 
making it rather easy to vilify; the 
problem, however, is the fact that 
the film really is that spectacular.

The musical romance, starring 
Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling, is 
a truly captivating watch, with mas-
ter class filmmaking evident in eve-
ry shot. From its amazingly catchy 
original songs, to its sweeping and 

visually gorgeous cinematography 
(the opening one-take is mesmer-
izing), to the intricate staging of its 
sets and hypnotic visuals, to the effu-
sive charm of its stars, “La La Land” 
is a powerful film that makes an as-
tonishing case for reviving the big-
screen original musical. The film 
is an absolute delight, and to dis-
miss it courtesy of awards over-
exposure would truly be a waste.

“Arrival,” which shockingly 
did not receive a Best Actress nod 
for star Amy Adams, is a gripping 
slow-burn science fiction film with 
much to say on how we as a species 
communicate, both with each oth-
er and that which we don’t under-
stand. Its nomination is a victory 
for director Denis Villenueve, who 
was snubbed for his brilliant film 
“Sicario” the previous year, but it is 
disappointing to see Adams’ bril-
liant lead performance cast aside.

“Moonlight” director Barry 
Jenkins’ character study of a young 
man over three decades, succeeds 
as a multifaceted look at the inter-
action of age, culture, race and sex-
uality. “Manchester by the Sea” is 
a haunting look at grief, with pow-
erful performances driving its raw, 
deeply emotional impact. “Fenc-
es,” while somewhat struggling to 
overcome the confines of its ori-
gins on the live stage, is extreme-
ly effective in its depiction of a man 
who obsesses over wrongs done 
to him while failing to recognize 
the wrongs he himself commits.

“Hidden Figures,” tragically, 
is one of the weaker films to make 
the grade. Despite its worthy sub-
ject material and excellent perfor-
mances, the film succumbs to its 
own social significance, too often 
seeming like a history lesson on it-
self. It’s a reasonably gratifying and 
uplifting watch, but with the talent 
and material involved, it feels like 
there was missed potential. As of 
this writing, I have not seen “Lion.”

“Hacksaw Ridge” is the true 
screw-up of the list. In spite of his out-
rageous and well-documented out-
bursts, Hollywood seems desperate 
to give director Mel Gibson a come-
back, to the point of giving this sub-
par war drama a shot at Best Picture. 
A jarring tonal mix of schmaltzy 
faith-based drama and exploitation-
style gory war scenes, “Hacksaw” 
wastes a compelling true story and 
the commitment of Andrew Gar-
field. It’s nominations should have 
gone to Martin Scorsese’s “Silence,” 
a far more compelling drama that, 
coincidentally, also covers themes 
of faith and stars Andrew Garfield.

Finally, the harrowing west-
ern crime drama “Hell or High Wa-
ter,” which was previously reviewed 
by The Wire in September, remains 
one of the best films of the year.

The 89th Academy Awards, 
hosted by Jimmy Kimmell, will air 
on ABC on Feb. 26.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

The 89th Academy Awards: 
Another Year of Gains and Snubs
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Elena Janis (center) and Isaiah Stodola (right) perform a musical number for the 
Little Theatre production of “The Producers.”  Photo by John Anthony

 “Cinematic”-style production revels in its irreverent humor

Whistling Songs: 
The opening reception for Whitman artist Richard 

Martinez’s mixed media artwork. The exhibit will run 
through Feb. 23. Thursday, Jan. 26 at 5 p.m., Studio 

Articolore, 226 E. Main Street.

Whitman College Wind Ensemble and 
Chamber Singers Concert: 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chism Recital 
Hall.

Wine and Design Evening: 
Make a beautiful peacock sculpture while enjoying 

wine at CAVU Cellars. Must be 21 and over. Thursday, 
Jan. 26 at 6 p.m. at 175 E Aeronca Avenue. Admis-

sion fee: $40

Awesome 80’s Dinner: 
Break out your neon clothing! It’s 80’s night at Ja-

cobi’s Cafe, complete with games and a four-course 
dinner in the Jacobi historic train car. Friday, Jan. 27 

at 5:30 p.m. Admission fee: $47

Jornaleros Screening and Discussion: 
A showing of the 30 minute documentary “Jornale-

ros” (“Day Laborers”) that details the lives of mi-
grant workers in Portland, as well as a conversation 

with the director of the Voz Workers’ Rights and 
Education Project. Saturday, Jan. 28 at 2 p.m. at First 

Congregational Church.

“I’ve ... been delighted, it’s 
just been a dream come 
true to be able to do this 
particular musical.”
Brian Hatley
Director, “The Producers”

  The frontrunner for 
the award, “La La 
Land,” has recieved 
growing backlash as 
a result of increasing 
exposure following its 
nominations.
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SPORTS

While many Whitman stu-
dents take the Winter 
Break to relax, the wom-

en’s basketball team spent their 
time away from school hard at 
work maintaining their hot start . 
The team carried the momentum 
from their 9-0 start into two more 
non-conference wins at the 2016 
Hoops in Hawaii Classic, which 
they followed with three straight 
wins to open Northwest Confer-
ence play. The 20th ranked Blues’ 
only two losses of the season came 
in a tough overtime game against 
University of Puget Sound on Jan. 
14 and in a spirited road contest 
against Lewis & Clark College 
on Jan. 21. This remarkable open-
ing run means that the team is off 
to their best start since the 2014 
NCAA Championship game run.

Head coach Michelle Fer-
enz attributes the team’s suc-
cess to its composition of 
veterans and first years.

“Our returners, led by seniors 
Alysse Ketner and Chelsi Brewer, 
are working hard and playing well, 
and we have some talented new-
comers who are really helping,” 
Ferenz said. “We have 14 good 
players who work hard and work 
together everyday, and we are im-
proving quickly because of it.”

Senior captain Alysse Ketner 
also credits the team’s depth as 
being a major factor in its success.

“Having such balanced scor-
ing makes us difficult to de-
fend. We have scoring threats 
from all over the floor,” Ketner 
said. “If a team takes something 
away we can easily counter.”

The team has a chance for 
success in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. Ferenz sees many sim-
ilarities between the cur-
rent team and the 2014 squad.

“What this team has that 
the 2014 team had is a real love 
of the game and a commitment 
to working hard and working to-
gether,” she said. “We don’t 
have all the experience, but I re-
ally like our team dynamic.”

With four of the next five 
games on the road, the team ex-
pects many challenges ahead.

“The shift in intensity is 
palpable,” Ketner said. “We 
have seen how good we can be 
and are hungry to get there.”

Whitman fans can look for-
ward to the team’s next home 
game on Jan. 28 at 4 p.m. 
against Willamette University.

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

Swim team hits the beach

As the frigid winter en-
gulfed Walla Walla over 
break, the men’s and wom-

en’s swim teams made their way 
west to the warm shores of Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. While the trip is part 
of the team’s annual mid-break 
training trip, Honolulu present-
ed a divergence from the team’s 
usual plan to swim under the sun 
in Southern California’s Clare-
mont McKenna College. With 
hard work and donations, the team 
was able to afford the bigger trip 
to the island of Oahu, which they 
hope will occur every four years.

In the fall, the team raised 
money by teaching swim les-
sons at Whitman’s Harvey Pool. 
Members of the team spent time 
teaching one-on-one with chil-
dren in the Walla Walla commu-

nity, many of whom were chil-
dren of Whitman professors.

After the swimmers enjoyed 
a relaxing first half of break, 
they flew to Oahu to begin one 
the hardest parts of their season.

“The training trip really is 
the peak of our training season,” 
junior Clark Sun said. “We do 
more yards than we’ve been do-
ing all year, but we know practic-
es will get easier once it’s over.”

The team had two prac-
tices per day: one early in the 
morning and one at night. With 
both practices combined, the 
swimmers were averaging be-
tween 10,000 and 12,000 me-
ters of swimming per day.

“It was a lot of hard work, 
but being in Hawaii made it 
that much better because of 
all the fun we got to have out-
side of the pool,” Sun said. 

“My favorite part of the trip 

was watching teammates build 
new friendships while happi-
ly suffering through the train-
ing,” senior Shanley Miller said. 
“There’s nothing like push-
ing your mind and body to ac-
complish new things while 
in great, hilarious company.”

In between the strenuous 
workouts, the team got to en-
joy days at the beach and oth-
er activities around the island. 

“We got a chance to check 
out the Ala Moana shopping 
center, the largest outdoor mall 
in the US, [and] we also had a 
great beach day cookout host-
ed by one of the swimmer’s 
family,” junior Alex Lee said.

One afternoon was spent 
on a community service pro-
ject where the team worked 
to restore a local fishpond.

“Morning and night train-
ings were difficult but it was 
worth it to have fun during our 
off-hours,” Miller said. “On one 
of the last days of our trip we trav-
elled to an 800 year-old fish pond 
and assisted a nonprofit in charge 
of the pond’s survival. In a lit-
tle over two hours we moved ap-
proximately 10 tons of the cor-
al that was used to cover the top 
of the fish pond’s wall and estab-
lished a usable walkway it was re-
warding to engage with the is-

land’s local and historic culture.”
Now that the teams have re-

turned to Walla Walla, they have 
begun to prepare for the rest of the 
regular season and the Conference 
Championship meet. Their prep-
aration is typically referred to as 
a “taper,” which indicates slowly 
decreasing the yardage and inten-
sity of their workouts leading up to 
their most important swims. This 
allows them to maximize their 
strength and energy, often leading 
to their fastest swims of the season.

Both teams faced Pacific Lu-
theran University and Univer-
sity of Puget Sound last week-
end in their first meets since the 
Clan Cup Invitational in Novem-
ber. The meet did not go as many 
had hoped, but the teams are look-
ing forward to facing their ri-
val Whitworth this weekend in 
final preparation for the North-
west Conference Championship.

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

“It was a lot of hard work, 
but being in Hawaii 
made it that much 
better because of all 
the fun we got to have 
outside of the pool.”
Clark Sun ‘18

Returning to school ended up 
being more of a break than 
winter break itself for first 

year Eliza Van Wetter, who spent 
23 days of her vacation skiing at 
various locations in Colorado and 
Utah. Hailing from Colorado, ski-
ing is a favorite of Van Wetter’s.

While every day was mag-
nificent for her, a couple mo-
ments stand out as highlights. At 
one point she remembers a hefty 
30 inches of snow falling in two 
days. As one might imagine, that 
made for great ski conditions. 
“It was wonderful, beautiful and 
very fun,” Van Wetter recalled.

It was a well-earned view 
on New Year’s Eve that proved 
the most memorable however, “I 
skinned up the side of Vail and 
watched an incredibly festive fire-
work show at midnight,” she said.

Van Wetter plays for the 
women’s soccer team at Whit-
man and is happy to be able to ful-
fill her passion for both sports.

“I really love and appreci-
ate skiing because it is an ex-
tremely fun way to be outside, sur-
rounded by mountains in the win-
ter,” she said. “I really enjoy snow 
in all of its forms and skiing is a 
great way to just play in the snow.”

Women’s  BB 
unstoppable

First year Natalie Pusch 
was also eager to enjoy the 
snow while at home in Ida-

ho, but her story took a more un-
fortunate turn. Pusch invited 
her friend Emma Hansen, also a 
first year, to ski with her in Ida-
ho in the final week of break.

The two headed up to Mc-
Call, Idaho to teach Hansen to 
ski. After seeing success on the 
easier of two bunny hills, Hans-
en felt confident enough to test 
fate on the more challenging 
bunny hill. Fate did not prove 
to be on Hansen’s side. Halfway 
down the hill, Hansen gained 
too much speed and in trying to 
stop, lost control and crashed. 
A ski patrol evacuation, X-
ray and CAT scan later, Hans-
en was told she had a tibial pla-
teau injury. A medical transla-
tion from Pusch was necessary.

“When she fell the bones 
hit together which caused 
a displacement of the tib-
ia in addition to a fracture 
in the bone,” Pusch said. 

This was certainly not 
the ending the two had hoped 
for as Hansen had to return 
to her home near Portland for 
surgery. Now back at Whit-
man, she is recovering from 
her operation in Anderson.

“I had fun. When I was on 
the bunny hill I was enjoying it, 
but I wouldn’t say those three 
hours of skiing were worth 
this,” Hansen said, gesturing 
at her leg. “[Pusch] felt so bad 
afterward, and it wasn’t her 
fault. I was doing well and did 
have fun before the accident.”

Pusch, though disheartened 
by the accident, did not think 
the trip was a total disaster ei-
ther. “I really enjoyed teach-
ing Emma to ski prior to the ac-
cident. Skiing is one of my fa-
vorite things in the entire world, 
so it’s rewarding to be able to 
share that with someone else.”

Sophomores on the Whitman swim team take a break from playing in the ocean to take a group ohoto. 
Photo contributed by Teddy Larkin.

SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL
Men’s
v. Whitworth University Jan. 24: W 91-75
Women’s
v. Whitworth University Jan 24: W 71-65

SWIMMING
Men’s
v. University of Puget Sound Jan. 20: L 99-104
v. Pacific Lutheran University Jan. 21: L 98-107
Women’s
v. University of Puget Sound Jan. 20: W 118-85
v. Pacific Lutheran University Jan. 21: L 87-118

UPCOMING
BASKETBALL
Men’s
v. Willamette University: Jan. 28 6 PM
Women’s
v. Willamette University: Jan. 28 4 PM

SWIMMING
Men’s
v. Whitworth University: 1 PM
Women’s
v. Whitworth University: 1 PM

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Editor

Natalie 
Pusch

Eliza 
Van 

Wetter

Lyndsey 
Smith

First year Eliza Van 
Wetter navigates 
the trees during 
one of her 23 days 
spent skiing over 
winter break. Photo 
contriuted by Eliza 
Van Wetter.

For many Whitman students, winter break is not just Netflix binging, cookie consumption and New Year’s resolution rejection. It 
is an opportunity to revisit and rekindle a passion for what drives, inspires and refreshes them. For the students featured here and 
many in the Whitman community, winter sports proved to be the perfect way to reset before another semester in Walla Walla.

Proudly representing the East 
Coast, sophomore Lynd-
sey Smith spent her break 

on the ice, playing hockey. Af-
ter first playing the sport when she 
was eight years old, hockey be-
came an integral part of Smith’s ad-
olescence. She played for her lo-
cal town’s team before transition-
ing to a club and, eventually, be-
ing encouraged to apply to a private 
high school to play for their team. In 
her youth hockey career Smith won 
a national title three times with her 
club (the first at age 12) and helped 
her school team win the league ti-
tle for the first time in its history.

Returning to the Boston area 
over winter break meant reliv-
ing the glory days by visiting her 
high school team and practicing 
with them. Smith’s sister is cur-
rently on the team, which encour-
aged Smith to play as much as three 
times per week with her old group.

“It was really fun because the 
current juniors and seniors I had 
played with when I was still on the 
team, and playing with my sis-
ter is always a delight,” she said.

The highlight for Smith came 
during the alumni game, when 
she had the opportunity to play 
with many of her old teammates.

“It was great because the chem-
istry was all still there,” she said. 
According to a very proud Smith, 
the alumni won in a blowout.

Fireworks, surgery and 
the glory days: 
Whitman students enjoy winter sports over break
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Lukas Koester ‘19 (above) begins his first semester as a Resident Assistant at the 
German Interest House this semester. Koester was raied bilingual in German and 
English.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

FEATURE 

First-Years Sharpen Writing 
Skills

First-year Sophie Rosenk-
ranz headed back to Wal-
la Walla on Sunday, Jan. 8, a 

week early, to jump-start her sec-
ond semester writing experience.

Led by professors Lydia Mc-
Dermott and Dana Burgess with 
the aid of paid student leaders, the 
First-Year Winter Writing Work-
shop, sponsored by the Written and 

Oral Communication Initiative, 
aims to help twelve first-year stu-
dents adjust to college-level writing.

The workshop was kicked off 
with a discussion of what students 
wanted to get out of the week, fol-
lowed by a full day of free-writ-
ing. It evolved into reading and an-
alyzing two poems: “The Death 
of the Moth” by Virginia Woolf 
and “The Death of a Moth” by An-
nie Dillard. The students honed 
their writing skills through 

the analysis of these two texts.
Each day began at 9:00 a.m. 

with three 50 minute sessions in the 
morning led by either McDermott 
or Burgess, followed by a quick 
lunch break and then two sessions 
in the afternoon. Students learned 
how to cultivate their theses and 
about the specific steps of writing. 
They crafted mock essays, wrote, 
talked in small groups, shared 
their ideas and wrote some more.

They also read different 
texts that were related to moths 
but had nothing to do with the po-
ems that they read, such as sci-
entific writing about moths.

Rosenkranz mentioned that 
it was like a modified version of 
Encounters. In Encounters, stu-
dents read different books that 
all fit the same type of theme. 
At the workshop, the texts all re-
volved around moths, yet they 
were set in different contexts.

The workshop was real-
ly geared towards Encoun-
ters, and Rosenkranz feels 
more prepared to approach 
the class after the workshop.

“I feel like coming back, I’m 
ready to approach Encounters writ-
ing and just college writing in gen-
eral in a different way and I think 
I can definitely take the techniques 
that Professor McDermott and Pro-
fessor Burgess taught us and apply 
it to my writing,” Rosenkranz said.

Rosenkranz received packets 
of notes covered in valuable skills 
to help her with her classes this se-
mester. The workshop discussed 
what professors seek in students’ 
writing, such as the importance of 
close reading and the development 
of ideas instead of summarization.

She also feels more comforta-
ble going to the Center for Writing 
and Speaking (COWS), since Mc-
Dermott is the head of the center and 
many of the workshop’s student as-
sistants work for the COWS as well.

“The fact that this workshop 
can happen is really important for 
students because it’s a great op-
portunity [to answer questions and 
solve problems]...I hope that it’s 
something that they can keep do-
ing, for sure,” Rosenkranz said.

Over winter break Whitman activity is at a standstill, the campus eerily empty and waiting to reconvene with the Whit-

ties that inhabit it. Starting in early January, students start trickling back in and restore some energy to the usually ac-

tive campus. A few main events that occur in the interim between first and second semester are the First-Year Writing 

Workshop, RA training and Wilderness First Responder (WFR) certification.  

RA Training: Preparing to 
Lead

The newly-fledged Resident 
Assistant for the German 
Interest House, sophomore 

Lukas Koester, engaged in rigor-
ous RA training for a week and a 
half prior to the start of the sec-
ond semester.

Koester and around 30 oth-
er new RAs kicked off their new 
year by arriving on campus on 
Jan. 4. They launched training 
with a retreat at a local church 
for the first couple of days, where 
they did a lot of bonding activi-
ties to create a cohesive group of 
leaders.

“It’s almost like orientation 
a bit, where you put this group 
of people who don’t really know 
each other…and you spend all 
your time together and then you 
become really close friends by 
the end,” Koester said.

Koester explained that Nan-
cy Tavelli, Associate Dean of 
Students and Director of Resi-
dence Life and Housing, and An-
drew Johnson, Assistant Direc-
tor of Residence Life and Hous-
ing, organized the training while 
all of the Resident Directors 
were the hands-on leaders who 
led individual sessions.

After the retreat at the 
church, the future RAs listened 
to a lot of speakers such as rep-
resentatives from the counseling 
center, Chuck Cleveland (Dean 
of Students), Juli Dunn (Asso-
ciate Dean of Students and Ti-
tle IX Coordinator) and Barbara 
Maxwell (Associate Dean of 
Students). The students also got 
CPR-certified.

The days were usually 
twelve hours long, from nine in 
the morning to nine at night, and 
jam-packed.

“[RA training] was just a big 
long list of things that we had to 
do pretty much,” Koester said.

All the while, the informa-
tion was very valuable and cru-
cial. Koester found the informa-
tion he gleaned from the coun-
seling center especially helpful.

“Knowing how to talk to 
people and work them through 
difficult scenarios is really im-
portant,” Koester said. ”It could 
happen to you as an RA. You al-
ways hope that it doesn’t.”

In order to best prepare RAs 
to handle these types of difficult 
situations, the RAs mimicked a 
resident/RA interaction through 
role play while being videotaped, 
and then watched the tape over 
again in order to understand how 
to handle situations in the best 
way possible.

“It was pretty difficult at 
times. Sometimes we bring up 
a really serious issue like su-
icide of a friend, parents get-
ting divorced. We have to talk 
our friends through those issues 

and that’s something that’s never 
easy to do,” Koester said.

Koester’s knowledge was put 
to the test on the Saturday before 
residents moved back in. Practi-
cum, the culmination of the en-
tire week and a half’s worth of 
training, was held in Anderson 
Hall. All the old RAs were in 
different parts of Anderson, act-
ing up and causing trouble, while 
the future RAs were instruct-
ed to deal with the most extreme 

residents they had ever seen.
Koester had to enforce the 

alcohol and drug policy, sports in 
the halls, quiet hours violations 
and huge parties.

“I enforced the drinking pol-
icy on my RA from last semes-
ter,” he said.

Koester found it fun to be 
oblivious to which RAs were go-
ing to be doing which activity, 
and then walking in to see the 
people who used to be rule en-
forcers turning into rule breakers 
for the day.

“It was always kind of a 
nice surprise to walk in and be 
like ‘oh! I know you and you and 
you! A lot of my old friends were 
there,” he said.

Old RAs turning into rule 
breakers wasn’t the only thing 
that was strange during training 
when there weren’t many people 
on campus.

“It didn’t feel like my nor-
mal Whitman experience…it 
was like you were at a camp or 
something. By the time my oth-
er friends showed up it was very 
weird seeing them around be-
cause I was so used to the same 
30-some faces for the past week 
and a half,” Koester said.

The result of being together 
for so long and touching on seri-
ous issues created strong friend-
ships by the end of the training. 
Many of the future RAs went 
into the main lounge of Jewett or 
Anderson and played games to-
gether to unwind after a long day 
of training. They would also go 
out to eat.

“[RA training was] some of 
the best weeks I’ve had here at 
Whitman for sure,” Koester said.

Wilderness Ready

Sophomore Meg Englert made 
her way back to Whitman ten 
days early to receive her Wil-

derness First Responder Certifica-
tion through an intense two-cred-
it class that lasts for ten days, from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., including 
two evening sessions until 9 pm, 
over winter break. The course was 
taught by instructors from NOLS, a 
nonprofit global wilderness school.

“You were never not do-
ing WFR things,” Englert said.

The course is required 
for anyone who wants to lead 
a Scramble, attend trips with 
the Outdoor Program,or work 
for an outdoor company.

Englert, who took a glacier 
mountaineering class with Brien 
Sheedy last semester, wanted to take 
the class so she could feel confident 
and comfortable doing more intense 
outdoor trips with friends and family.

“I’m starting to feel more 
independent in the wilder-
ness, so I wanted to have train-
ings [so] that I could help myself 
and help my friends if anything 
bad were to happen,” Englert said.

The class essentially teach-
es students how to treat injuries and 
handle emergencies in the wilder-
ness. Participants learned how to 
deal with spinal injuries, evacuate 
people, put back dislocated limbs, 
perform CPR and even how to grap-
ple with little wounds and cuts.

The class was held in Reid 
Campus Center and was split be-
tween in-class instructional time and 
scenarios outside, where students got 
the chance to role play. One student 
would pretend to be the injured per-
son, while another would be the res-
cuer. They were given a backsto-
ry of what happened, and injuries 
were made to look real with makeup.

Englert mentioned that the sce-
narios were a lot of fun and made 
everything seem more real.

“You can listen in a class-
room and people can tell you 
how to do CPR or how to irri-
gate a wound and all these differ-
ent things... But it’s a whole differ-
ent thing to actually practice it out-
side. Hands-on practice is what re-
ally really helped me to understand 
how things worked,” Englert said.

As a humanities and social sci-
ence-oriented person, Englert knew 
little about the body prior to her 
WFR experience. Nevertheless, she 
said that she ended up being very in-
terested in everything she learned.

“I was like, wow, I’m actual-
ly interested in things other than my 

major,” Englert said.
The students were assigned 

to read the book “NOLS  Wilder-
ness Medicine” at night, so their en-
tire experience was filled to the brim 
with medical knowledge.

“We used to joke that we were 
having ten-day medical school,” En-
glert said.

On the last day of training, Sun-
day the 16, the students took a rig-
orous 100-question multiple choice 
test and engaged in the grand-master 
of all role-play scenarios to test their 
skills: a mass casualty. The scene 
imitated an ATV accident in which 
four people fell, there was a col-
lapsed lung, a head injury, a broken 
leg and a spinal injury. If the students 
didn’t pass, they didn’t get certified.

Englert said that the situation 
was really intense and felt real. Stu-
dents were so used to the light-heart-
edness of the other practice scenarios 
that they weren’t used to this chaos.

“Obviously we knew it wasn’t 
real, so there was an aspect to it that 

was like, ‘this is fun! This is kind of 
funny! You’re pretending to be unre-
sponsive,” Englert said.

However, the final scenar-
io was so fast-paced and there 
weren’t enough rescuers. It re-
minded Englert of what it might 
be like in a real-world situation.

“The class did make me feel a 
lot more vulnerable in the wilder-
ness than I thought it would,” En-
glert said. “[D]uring WFR you talk 
about really serious things that 
can kill people and it’s kind of like 
a life or death situation and those 
things are rare, but they do happen.”

WFR did reassure students that 
most of the time they will just be fix-
ing blisters and cuts, and hopeful-
ly they will never have to use some 
of the information they learned. 
However, it’s better to be prepared.

“It is just an empowering thing 
for myself so that I know that I’m cer-
tified and I can take my friends out 
on backpacking trips…and they can 
be safe in my hands,” Englert said.

by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

WHITMAN WONDERLAND: 
Students learn, grow 
over winter break

Sophie Rosenkranz ‘20 (above) feels more prepared for college writing after she 
attended a winter workshop for first-years.  Photo by Tywen Kelly

Meg Englert ‘19 (above) participated in this winter’s Wilderness First Responder 
Training. The ten day course emphasizes hands on training and role play .  Photo 
by Tywen Kelly.

“It was pretty difficult at 
times. Sometimes we 
bring up a really serious 
issue like suicide of a 
friend, parents getting 
divorced. We have to 
talk our friends through 
those issues and that’s 
something that’s never 
easy to do. ”
Lukas Koester ‘19
Resident Assistant, German Interest 
House
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Voices from the Community What is one suprising thing you learned about your parents over winter break?
Photos by Samarah Uribe

TAYLOR
HARRINGTON 
Sophomore

“I learned that my parents really appre-
ciate me when I come home so I can 
help out with taking my sisters to dif-
ferent activities and help around the 
house a lot more. I think that that’s what 
I learned, that they appreciate me like 
that.”

MOLLY
KANAGY
First-year

“Over break I learned that [me] coming 
to college is as much as an adjustment 
for my parents as it is for me. Suddenly 
not having anyone else in the house has 
been a pretty big change for them too.”

JULIA
WILKE
First-year

“My dad really, surprisingly enjoys 
‘The Bachelor,’ no matter how much 
he doesn’t like to admit it, he will 
watch it with us and he will like it. 
That’s been pretty funny to observe.”

JULIO 
ESCARCE
Sophomore

“I guess I found out how hard they’ve 
worked, in school ... like, it never hit me 
before just how many hours they put 
in throughout the last 45 years of their 
lives to get where they are and to get me 
where I am, you know?”

After the election of Don-
ald Trump as the presi-
dent of the United States, 

many international students 
have started to worry about 
their future in this country and 
whether they are welcome here 
any longer. To many students 
like myself, Trump’s election 
was a huge surprise because we 
came to the U.S. believing it to 
be welcoming and accepting to 
foreigners. Even college web-
sites advertise the importance 
of diversity and always trying 
to bring more international stu-
dents to campus. 

Unfortunately, according 
some statistics by Intead, dur-
ing the past two months uncer-
tainty has risen among interna-
tional students in the country. 
Among this group, 60 percent 

don’t know whether they are 
coming back next year or will 
be ‘allowed’ to do so. The wor-
ries are even bigger for Muslim 
students who come from one of 
the many ethnic backgrounds 
Trump attacked during his cam-
paign. I have seen this fear 
among friends of mine from my 
previous school who come from 
the Middle East and have strug-
gled to make it to the United 
States to get a better education 
and improve their careers. Now, 
they are faced with the dilemma 
of what will happen to them and 
whether they can come back for 
the next academic year.

Since there is the possibility 
that the new government might 
restrict immigration from Mus-
lim countries (as Trump himself 
promised during his campaign), 
this could mean that students 
from these countries would con-
sequentially have a harder time 
getting a student VISA. Trump’s 
anti-Muslim rhetoric could make 
the job of the international offic-
es in many colleges who aim to 
recruit more students from dif-
ferent parts of the world more 
difficult as well. This is due 
not only to the high possibility 
of new immigration restriction 

rules, but also to the fear of high 
school seniors around the world 
who would be discouraged to ap-
ply.

In the long run, this could be 

very harmful to the U.S. because 
many of the current internation-
al students studying here gradu-
ate in STEM majors of high eco-
nomic demand. Many of them 
go on to work for important re-
search universities such as MIT 
or even NASA. Many other com-
panies rely on foreign nationals 
who have majored in ‘high-val-

ued’ fields, who sometimes out-
shine U.S. students, and those 
companies would be seriously 
damaged by more immigration 
restrictions.

The status of being a for-
eign student won’t likely be 
changed, but the new Trump ad-
ministration could have a funda-
mental say on what could hap-
pen to these students once they 
graduate. Prior to being elect-
ed, Trump stated that he would 
eliminate the OPT (Optional 
Practical Training) that allows 
foreign students to work in U.S. 
for a period of 12 months in to-
tal, as well as restrict the HB1 
VISA, which serves as a work 
permit for a certain number of 
years.

Even if these changes don’t 
happen, there is still the problem 
of whether there are any job op-
portunities for international stu-
dents who would like to work 
here once they graduate. Many 
fear they won’t be able to, espe-
cially the ones that are not ma-
joring in ‘high-demand’ fields. 
There is the unfortunate chance 
that there might be more hostili-
ty towards internationals by em-
ployers, who would rather give 
the job to one of ‘their own.’

NIKOLAUS
KENNELLY
Columnist

Questioning electric tea kettles

We find ourselves at the start 
of a deep and gloomy win-
ter, one in which a bare-

ly perceptible cold front is pass-
ing through our most marginalized 
communities and many of us are in 
need of some warmth. So we open 
our tea drawers, the divine aromas 
of places untouched by our prob-
lems—Nok Cha, Dian Hong, Nepal 
Ilam, Matcha, Qi Hong Mao Feng—

filling our nostrils. One by one we 
sniff the leaves, searching for the 
most pleasant scents, until we find 
the one that stands way above all the 
others: Nepal Ilam (trust me, it’s re-
ally good). Feverishly, impatiently, 
we shut the drawer and turn to the 
second most important step in the 
process: boiling the water. But sud-
denly there’s a hitch–to our left is a 
white cylindrical electric kettle and 
to our right is a tiny reseda green 
ceramic thing. How are we ever to 
choose between the two?

Maybe you’ll say that we 
should just go with the most effi-
cient option, where by “efficient” 
you might mean something like 
“heats up the water in the shortest 
amount of time,” or maybe you’ll 
say that we should go with the sim-
plest option, which probably means 
the one that doesn’t need an exter-

nal heat source. But notice that in 
both these cases we’ve chosen to 
think about the kettle as “the thing 
that is used for boiling water” rath-
er than as “the kettle.” Here’s what I 
mean: if we were to just think of the 
kettle as “the kettle,” we might take 
into account whether reseda green is 
more pleasant to look at than white 
or whether we prefer whistling to a 
loud click. That is, our intuitive un-
derstanding of the kettle has a big 
impact on how we go about think-
ing about it, and if we aren’t careful 
that intuitive understanding might 
blind us to things that we’d other-
wise consider important.

I happen to prefer reseda green 
to white, and so accepting that I’ve 
chosen to think about the kettles in 
terms of their colors I can say with 
certainty that I prefer one to the oth-
er. But, of course, saying that I pre-

fer one particular kettle to anoth-
er particular kettle is very different 
from saying that one class of ket-
tles is better than another, which as 
the title implies is the whole point 
of this article. In order to do that I 
would need to think about the ket-
tles in terms of characteristics be-
longing to all kettles of one class 
and none of the other. So, what sorts 
of characteristics belong to elec-
tric kettles that don’t belong to tra-
ditional kettles? Well, electric ket-
tles tend to have chords, tend to not 
whistle, tend to not be ceramic and 
often have little lights that signify 
whether they are on or not. But can 
I say with absolute certainty that if 
a kettle is electric it will have these 
features and if it is traditional it will 
not?

Let’s think about that. Must an 
electric kettle have a chord? Well, 

a quick Google search for “battery 
powered kettle” turns up a few re-
sults, so the answer would appear to 
be no. Do they never whistle? Again, 
per Google, no. Are they never ce-
ramic? Again, no. Finally, do they 
always have lights? Nope. So it ap-
pears that I can’t patently say that 
traditional kettles are better than 
electric for any of those reasons. But 
nonetheless, I insist that traditional 
kettles are better than electric.

Doesn’t this all seem absurd 
though? I’ve decided to write an ar-
ticle about a relatively insignificant 
belief of mine and failed to articu-
late the reasons why I hold it to be 
true. Have I cheated you, then, by 
making you believe that I had some-
thing important to say when really, 
all along, I just wanted to express 
my opinion that traditional kettles 
are better than electric?

Trump’s policies hurt 
international students

Dear Mom: 
advice 
column

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist

Dear Mom,
Why are we getting so much 

snow in Walla Walla this year? Is 
this normal? I chose Whitman over 
a school in the Midwest because my 
tour guide had assured me that Whit-
man doesn’t get much snow here. 
Some upperclassmen told me it would 
be gone by the time I got back from 
winter break but it is still here. And 
I recently heard it snowed in Port-
land. I’m from the Bay Area and this 
is wacky. What is up with this? Do 
I need to get another pair of snow 
boots?

Much love,
Worried about the Weather

Dear Worried about the Weath-
er,

Weather is always a difficult 
thing to predict. Long range fore-
casts are particularly challenging as 
there are a lot of variables that can 
contribute to the intensity of storms 
or the fluctuation of temperatures 
(as a rule of thumb I always take any 
forecast more than a week out with 
a grain of salt). But you are right, it 
certainly has been a snowy winter 
here in Walla Walla.

One reason for this could be be-
cause it is a La Niña year. The La 
Niña effect is part of global atmos-
pheric circulation pattern where the 
normally warmer parts of the Pa-
cific Ocean fall half a degree Celsi-
us cooler than normal. This past fall 
NOAA released a report that found 
a high likelihood of a La Niña or 
Southern Oscillation system devel-
oping this fall and into the winter 
that will result in a wetter and cool-
er forecast for the Pacific Northwest, 
especially in February and March.

I’ve been here for many years 
and the only time it’s ever been this 
bad, in my experience, was the win-
ter of ‘06. While it may seem in-
surmountable, I promise you, the 
spring will come and the snow will 
melt. It truly always does. But may-
be not until April. But trust us, it re-
ally isn’t this bad usually and you’re 
gonna be okay in the years to come. 
In any case, Sorrells help and so does 
staying inside. I heard Home Depot’s 
having a sale on hand warmers.

P.S.: Use the weather to your ad-
vantage! Go sledding in the Blues 
at Spout Springs or skiing at Blue-
wood! Drink cocoa! Watch The Last 
Holiday!

Lot of Love,
Mom

Illustration by Meg Cuca

“Unfortunately, 
according to some 
statistics by Intead, 
during the past two 
months uncertainty 
has risen among 
international students 
in the country. Among 
this group, 60 percent 
don’t know whether 
they are coming back 
next year or will be 
‘allowed’ to do so.”

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash
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For the first time in over two 
decades, a certified cheese 
artisan has agreed to sit 

down for an interview and spill 
his secrets. The last time this oc-
curred was in 1992, when a for-
mer Cheez-It staffer revealed 
that their product was actual-
ly composed of synthetic emul-
sifiers, food dye and that mold in 
the shower your roommate refus-
es to clean. The employee, who at-
tempted an escape to Switzerland, 
was promptly captured and exe-
cuted for his treachery. Following 
this event, known as “The Curd 
Heard ‘Round The World,” most 
professional cheese enthusiasts 
have remained silent–until now.

A resident of Pasco for most 
of his life, this cheese artisan (who 
wishes to remain anonymous and 
thus will be referred to as “Chunky 
Bleu”) has dedicated most of his 
life to the study and apprecia-
tion of Cheetos-brand cheese.

“I was in my last year of high 
school, studyin’ my multiplication 
tables when a friend called me up 
and told me that there was some 
breakin’ news on channel four. 
I flipped the dingy on and saw 
a married couple talkin’ about a 
Cheeto they found in a bag in their 
kitchen. The Cheeto was shaped 

like Jesus, and I just couldn’t be-
lieve it. The couple was cryin’ and 
sayin’ it was a sign from God, and 
they were both caucasian which 
was nice to see, too. They named 
him ‘Cheesus,’ and I just loved 
their story so much, I knew what 
I had to do,” Chunky Bleu said.

Since the late nineties, Mr. 
Bleu has tasted over three fla-
vors of Cheetos. “I didn’t actual-
ly realize there were more flavors 
than just the normal kind, but one 
summer I raised enough money to 
go abroad and was introduced to 
Flamin’ Hot Cheetos,” he revealed. 
“It was in a little diner in Southern 
Idaho, and they were real good.”

Unbelievably, Mr. Bleu’s 
expertise does not end there. 
Chunky found the courage to 
try Cheetos Puffs last month.

“Those weren’t so good. 
They reminded me of how my fa-
ther used to shove dry socks in 
my mouth when I said a profan-
ity, like ‘God dammit’ or ‘San 
Francisco.’ He was a mean guy,” 
Chunky Bleu said about the event.

Chunky is now hoping to col-
lect funds for a trip to Arkan-
sas, the source of the best Chile 
Limón Cheetos in the entire Bi-
ble Belt. Upon asking Mr. Bleu if 
he was aware that Cheetos snacks 
do not contain actual cheese, he 
stated that he “wasn’t here for 
a briefing on the gay agenda.” 

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Mustard Aficionado

FREXIT:
French house torn over vote to leave Interest House Community

Earlier this week, the Frençh 
House passed a vote to leave 
the Interest House Com-

munity, with the upper floor vot-
ing 56 percent in favor of suc-
cession, the lower floor voting 
48 percent against and a myste-
rious 23 percent of muffled bur-
bling coming from the basement.

The remaining houses in the 
IHC have mixed feelings about 

the French House leaving. La 
Casa reported feeling dismay and 
loneliness at losing their neigh-
bor, the Outhouse was perfect-
ly okay with losing their neigh-
bor and the new Disinterest 
House feels nothing but apathy.

The real question remains–
what does this mean for the future 
of the French Housê? As resident 
Jean-Claude Pierre stated in an ex-
aggerated French accent, the vote 
was due in part to the House being 
fed up with all of the people com-

ing over to visit. “Oui are all like, 
you can’t live here! This is not your 
home!” Claude then tipped his be-
ret at regulation 30 degrees off hor-
izontal and straightened out his ac-
cent. In the future, a visit to La 
Maîson will require applying for a 
VISA card (the RA accepts bribes).

Despite this new freedom 
from unwelcome visitors, misfor-
tune has come with the House’s 
new independence. The Resi-
dent Life offices have stated that 
they will no longer be funding the 

French folk’s crepe cocktails, ba-
guette barbecues or striped shirt 
soirees. “Oh no,” bemoaned resi-
dent André Louis. “How will we 
ever maintain our authority on cul-
ture and cuisine?” La Maison will 
need to find some other source 
of revenue in order to support its 
current economic endeavors, but 
its residents will no longer need 
to pay the IHC membership fee.

However, the biggest bummers 
about leaving the IHC will surely be 
the lack of bin dinners and that the 

Frênch Housè has been removed 
from the guest list of the IHC 
brunches. These glamorous and ex-
clusive meals that take place every 
fortnight in an undisclosed location 
are widely considered to be the pin-
nacle of IHC life, exceeded only by 
the delectable feast of bin dinners.  

At press time, the whole 
Frençh House was found hud-
dling in their living room, wip-
ing tears off each other’s fac-
es, worrying about the future 
and regretting their decisions. 

by CLARA WHEELER
Hippo Matador

Easy, Brie-sy, 
Beautiful:

One Cheetos Artisan Tells All

Illustration by Haley King

Nate Silver to be Burned At Stake 
For Incorrect Election Predictions 

Statistician Nate Silver up 
until recently had an un-
beatable record calling elec-

tions. During the Year of Dump-
ster Fire (2016), Silver’s page be-
came a haven for those not want-
ing the Literal Orange Peel to 
enter the highest office in the 
land. Silver’s blog, best known 
as FiveThirtyEight, called both 
the controversial Whitman mas-
cot change and that you’d be 
drinking orange juice most fre-
quently in May nearly ten years 

prior to this past year of pol-
itics–lulling loyal followers 
into a false sense of security.

When it was discovered that 
Silver was just as dumbfounded 
as the rest of us when it came to 
the results of the 2016 election, 
many paused. Some residents of 
D.C. considered their pitchforks 
in the firelight, while others con-
sidered their draughts of alcohol 
with just as much sadness in their 
hearts as alcohol in their blood. 
The first group of residents won 
out in the end, convincing their 
fellow Americans to rise up and 
charge into the night, looking 

for the ever-elusive statistician.
Found in his self-proclaimed 

“Statistics Bunker,” Silver re-
portedly only said, ‘I knew this 
would happen,’ in a characteristi-
cally obnoxious smart-guy voice. 
The crowd, reenergized by Sil-
ver’s snarkiness, nabbed him.

At press time, The Wire re-
porters could not find where Sil-
ver is being hidden. All we could 
get out of the crowd was a pas-
sionate ‘Burn him!’  We con-
tinue to fear for this statisti-
cian, and are working to en-
sure he lives to call an elec-
tion incorrectly another day.

by ANTHONY REALE
Tortilla Salesman

Outdoor Program Uses Burst 
Frozen Pipe to Its Advantage

During the first week of 
Whitman’s second se-
mester, the temperature 

dropped low enough for a pipe in 
the Reid Campus Center to freeze 
and burst, leading to a few inches 
of water flooding the floor of the 
Coffeehouse. Much to the Book-
store and Coffeehouse’s dismay, 
the water covered rugs, new fur-
niture and merchandise, result-
ing in the trashing of many items.

According to Ski Gooutside 
of the Outdoor Program, howev-
er, this water is a great opportunity.

“The water allows for one of 
those cool programs that don’t stray 
too far from Whitman. I mean, 
this is a Beginning Kayaking 
Trip right here on campus! Frack-
in’ awesome!” Gooutside said.

Despite most faces be-
ing frowny ones on this subject, 
Gooutside is keeping spirits light 
in the OP, especially with her im-
promptu Kayak Polo game. Stu-
dents were treated to an event 

with a fantastic obstacle course, 
as the furniture stayed rooted 
to the ground during the flood.

“There’s nothing like stay-
ing positive in a crazy situa-
tion like this. I mean, it’s 5 de-
grees out and falling right now, 
but no one can tell in here. In here, 
we’re keeping the school mov-
ing and keeping the game going! 
Sssyeahhh,” Gooutside added.

When asked to comment, 
both the Mailroom and Book-
store staffs declined, grum-
bling about water hippies.

by ANTHONY REALE
BArometric Pressurer

Illustration by Eric Rannestad
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