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Whitman 
searches for 
new Dean of 

Students

CLASSROOM 
 CONNECTIONS

by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

Classroom Connections, a 
club at Whitman that sends 
Whitman students to tutor at 

Walla Walla High School (Wa-Hi), 
is all about making connections.

Classroom Connections mesh-
es the worlds of high school stu-
dents and Whitman College stu-
dents through Guided Study, a re-
quired study hall during the school 
day, and Academic Lab, a volun-
tary drop-in space after school. Tu-
tors are assigned to both facets of 
Classroom Connections and of-
fer academic support, guidance, 

encouragement and friendship.
As a community service in-

tern for the Student Engagement 
Center, sophomore Niki Lonberg 
runs Classroom Connections. He 
works in affiliation with Wa-Hi 
teachers Sherry McConn, who 
oversees Guided Study, and Chris-
topher White, who runs Academ-
ic Lab, to provide them with tutors.

According to Lonberg, the 
connection that Whitman builds 
with Wa-Hi is enough incentive to 
be a tutor.

“A major goal of Class-
room Connections and a goal of 
mine is to involve Whitman stu-
dents more with the communi-
ty. Through the high school, I 
think that that’s a great place to 
be involved in the Walla Wal-
la community,” Lonberg said.

Guided Study: 
Inspiring Progress

Guided Study, integrated into 
the school day in the form of actu-
al class periods and run by Sher-
ry McConn, has consistently been 
a core part of Classroom Connec-
tions. As a required and super-
vised study hall, it gives strug-
gling students the opportunity to 
receive extra academic support.

“Guided study is a semester-
long process of whipping yourself 
into shape, per se,” Lonberg said.

Guided Study serves as a year-
long academic intervention fueled 
with support and encouragement 
from McConn and the tutors.

“You definitely see that pro-
gress. Students who fall behind 
in classes ... they’ll feel like they 
can’t do anything and that they’re 
helpless,” Lonberg said. “I guess 
the point of Guided Study ... is to 
tell them no, you can do some-
thing. You can take control of the 
situation. Here’s a space for you 
to work through those problems.”  

As the head of Guided 
Study, McConn leads her class-
rooms with inspiration, cre-
ating an environment that en-

courages students to work hard.   
“Generally she sprinkles in-

spiration into all of her classes,” 
Lonberg said. “One of the times 
that I was volunteering in Sher-
ry’s classroom, I remember go-
ing there and helping out for 40 
minutes and in the final 15 min-
utes of class she played the end of 
‘The Pursuit of Happyness’ with 
Will Smith, and I just remember 
being so inspired by the movie.”

Sometimes the high school 
students just need a little bit of a 
push. Senior Jane Duncan, a vet-
eran tutor who has been involved 
in Classroom Connections for the 
past two and a half years, also tu-
tors students at Whitman. She 
says that while the main part of 
tutoring at Wa-Hi is getting stu-
dents excited about doing work, 
at Whitman students are high-
ly motivated and seek out tutors.

“In Ms. McConn’s class-
room, a lot of them need a lit-
tle bit more of a spark or need 
a little bit more encouragement 
than otherwise,” Duncan said.

Duncan not only serves as an 
extra cushion of academic aid, par-
ticularly in math and science, but 
she is also a mentor to the students. 
The work she does encompasses ar-
eas outside strictly academic help.  

“A few weeks ago I emptied 
out a kid’s backpack and organized 
all of his stuff with him and put 
it back together ... so it’s beyond 
just the nitty-gritty of tutoring,” 
Duncan said. “It’s also talking to 
them about how I stay motivated 
in school and how I organize my-
self, why I use a planner and things 
along those lines,” Duncan said.

Whitman and Wa-Hi students join forces 
for academic success
Classroom Connections tutor Madison Botzet ‘20 (above) works with Walla Walla High School students at Academic Lab, an after-school tutor session where 
students receive help with homework. Optional one-on-one sessions offer a space for more intense focus.  Photo by Jackie Greisen

After more than three and a half 
decades of involvement in the 
Whitman community, Chuck 

Cleveland announced last summer 
that he planned to retire from his 
post as Dean of Students following 
the end of this school year. The ad-
ministration has been aware of this 
for some time and formed a search 
committee for Dean Cleveland’s re-
placement in September of 2016.

Dr. Alzada Tipton, the Prov-

ost and Dean of Faculty was select-
ed to head the committee. four stu-
dents, four members of the student 
affairs division, two faculty and 
Vice President for Diversity and In-
clusion Kazi Joshua make up the 
rest of the committee. Storebeck/
Pimantel & Associates, an execu-
tive search firm based out of Phila-
delphia, is also participating in the 
hiring process. The use of a search 
firm is standard practice, particular-
ly here at Whitman. The same firm 
was used in the hiring of Dr. Tip-
ton as well as for the hiring of the 
Vice President of Communications 
and the President, Kathy Murray.

The search committee and 
the firm focused on spreading 
the word over the course of the 
next couple months, even recruit-
ing candidates when necessary. 
Soon enough, the search commit-
tee assembled a pool of 45 appli-
cants. Next, after reviewing CV’s 
and cover-sheets, they siphoned up 
the top 10 applicants from this pool 
and invited them to Seattle in De-
cember for individual interviews. 

“So, you fly into Seattle just 
for this hour with the search com-
mittee and you have an hour where 
the first fifty minutes we ask ques-
tions and the last ten it’s candidates 
who get to ask questions of us,” Dr. 
Tipton said. “We, the search com-
mittee, sit in a room for two days 
and interview people from eight 
in the morning until five at night.

Though it was exhaust-
ing, this process helped facili-
tate the involvement of a more 
representative group of Whit-
man students, faculty and staff.

Sophomore Fathi Assegaf is a 
student who served on the commit-
tee.

“The students had like a big 
proportion of the search com-
mittee and so, I think, Whit-
man had a very strong inten-
tion to have a powerful student 
voice in this entire process,” As-
segaf said of the interview process.

Though the process has 
been shrouded to a degree to pro-
tect the candidates’ privacy, stu-
dent involvement was a point 
of emphasis from the outset.

“It’s beyond just the 
nitty-gritty of tutoring. 
It’s also talking to 
them about how I stay 
motivated in school and 
how I organize myself, 
why I use a planner, 
and things along those 
lings.”
Jane Duncan ‘17
Classroom Connections Tutor

see CONNECTIONS, page 6

by NICK MAAHS
Staff Reporter

see DEAN OF STUDENTS, page 4

Whitman tennis starting off hot

As the snow begins to melt 
off the tennis courts, the 
men’s and women’s tennis 

teams have already begun their 
spring seasons. After completing 
the fall matches, their schedules 
are heavy in dual matchups. Both 
teams appear ready to continue the 
strong tradition of Blues tennis.

The Northwest Confer-

ence Coaches’ Poll predicts 
that the women’s team will fin-
ish second in the conference be-
tween Lewis & Clark and Lin-
field. The women also re-
ceived three first place votes.

 Women’s Head Coach 
John Hein describes the wom-
en’s team as being “bal-
anced” throughout all aspects 
of the game, which he sites as 
one of their main strengths.

by PATRICIA VANDERBILT
Staff Reporter

see TENNIS, page 4

Teams make a racket in 
pre-season polls

The Bratton Indoor Tennis Center has played host to Whitman’s tennis teams through the snow as they prepare for their spring 
seasons.   Photo by Tywen Kelly

“The fact that we have 
four students on the 
search committee is a 
pretty big deal and it’s 
definitely pretty clear 
that students are a 
priority”
Molly Unsworth ‘18
Search Committee Member
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Tobacco 21: Washington considers 
raising the minimum smoking age

Would raising the minimum smoking age effect smoking habits at Whitman? Photo by Tywen Kelly.

NEWS

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

“So, arguing about the age 
of someone who buys 
cigarettes, sure, that 
restricts access for some 
younger students, but 
that doesn’t solve the root 
of the problem.”
Mathias Palmer, ‘17 

Hidden away in the Recycling 
Center behind the Inter-
est Houses is Jeff Gillespie, 

a Walla Walla native and member 
of the Whitman Recycling team 
for more than 18 years. Since 1998 
when Jeff was hired at Whitman, he 
has impressed his coworkers with 
his incredible work ethic and sense 
of humor. Jeff, the only employ-
ee of the Recycling Center, works 
from 8:00 a.m. to noon every week-
day in the Recycling Center, sorting 
and processing recycled items from 
around Whitman. When he isn’t in 
the Recycling Center, Jeff is work-
ing in Jewett Dining Hall or picking 
up trash around campus.

Brandon Bishop, Campus Sus-
tainability Coordinator and Jeff’s 
current boss, spoke about Jeff’s 
commitment to his work and the 
day to day duties he completes.

“He’s a very hard worker and 
very focused. He processes a lot of 
material, and it’s a very messy and 
smelly job,” Bishop said. “The ma-
jority of his duties are processing 
all of the recycling once it gets to 
the Recycling Center. He bales all 

of the cardboard, around 60 tons 
of cardboard a year. He processes 
about four tons of plastics and tin, 
16 tons of paper and about half a ton 
of aluminum. With all of that stuff, 
if people haven’t sorted out the ma-
terials and put them in the right 
bins, then he has to go through all of 
them and sort them by hand.”

All together, Jeff sorts more 
than 150,000 pounds of recycled 
material every year. While this is 
enormous undertaking, Jeff has al-
ways enjoyed his work. 

“First I was working at the 
YMCA, and then I started to work 
here,” Gillespie said. “I thought 
this [would be] the perfect place to 
work.”

Despite not having the most 

glamorous job on campus, Jeff goes 
about his work with a positive atti-
tude and spirited sense of humor.

Bob Biles, Jeff’s former boss 
and Landscape Supervisor, spoke 
about this side of Jeff’s personal-
ity and what he learned about Jeff 
though years of working with him.

“[Jeff] is quiet, a little bit shy, 
but he’s got a pretty good sense of 
humor. He likes to read and he en-
joys going to the movie theaters. He 
could tell you just about any mov-
ie that is currently being shown,” 
Biles said. “I think he’s missed one 
day in 18 years, he probably has the 
most outstanding attendance record 
of anyone working at the college.”

The students who have worked 
with Jeff over the years spoke pos-
itively about their time working 
with him. Junior Caroline Dickey 
has worked with Jeff in the past and 
had only positive things to say.

“I met Jeff while working for 
the recycling program on campus 
run by the Physical Plant during the 
spring of my sophomore year here,” 
said Dickey. “He is a hard worker, 
but likes to mess around to enjoy it 
at the same time.  He plays practical 
jokes on people he is with and just 
smiles and laughs most of the time.”

“I think he’s missed one 
day in 18 years, he 
probably has the most 
outstanding attendance 
record of anyone 
working at the college.”
Bob Biles
Landscape Supervisor

Go to any Whitman party 
and you will see students 
enjoying a cigarette on the 

front steps. Walk into the library 
and you will pass through a cloud 
of smoke coming from the bench-
es outside. There is no doubt that 
Whitman has a smoking culture, 
but will this soon change? The 
Washington State legislature is 
hearing a bill, commonly known 
as Tobacco 21, that proposes to 
raise the legal tobacco age to 21 
across the state. Two other states, 
California and Hawai’i, current-
ly have similar legislation. To-
bacco 21 will apply to ciga-
rettes, vaping, chewing tobac-
co and any other tobacco-based 
products. The initiative is spear-
headed by the state Department 
of Health and Attorney General.

“By raising the age to 21, 
we are trying to protect the 15, 
16, 17 year olds from ever get-
ting addicted to nicotine so we 
can have the healthiest next gen-
eration,” Washington Secretary 
of Health John Weisman, DrPH, 
MPH said. According to Weis-
man, the Department of Health 
has been working to reduce the 
number of minors who use to-
bacco for several years. While 
the number of minors who use 
cigarettes has not increased, al-
ternative forms of tobacco use, 
such as vaping, are on the rise.

“Our concern is that we have 
sort of stalled out in reducing 
combustible tobacco use down 
around eight percent of tenth 
graders, which is a great improve-
ment, but we knew we needed to 
do more,” Weisman said. “The 
next logical thing was to squeeze 
the pipeline of access for 15-17 
year olds because we know that 
75 percent of them are getting 

tobacco from 18-20 year olds.”
Though the Tobacco 21 Bill 

is designed to cut off tobacco ac-
cess for middle and high school 
students, it will also affect Whit-
man students under the age of 21.

Junior philosophy major No-
lan Bishop bought his first pack 
of cigarettes at age 18. For him, 
smoking is a social activity. 

“At Whitman, obviously 
smoking isn’t good for any of us, 
but it can be really good for me 
in a social sense because it is an 
easy way to strike up a conversa-
tion with anyone,” Bishop said. “I 
think for a lot of people it is built 

into their academic routine. Like, 
I’ll come to the library, do an hour 
and a half or two of work, then go 
smoke a cigarette, then do anoth-
er hour and a half or two hours of 
work. And I think that’s the case 
for a lot of people who you see 
smoking outside of the library.”

However, Bishop thinks the 
Tobacco 21 plan may not be ef-
fective on a campus where 18-
20 year olds readily have ac-
cess to older students who can 
purchase tobacco for them.

“I’m a little skeptical of 
how much this will do to reduce 
smoking rates among young peo-

ple,” Bishop said. Bishop com-
pared tobacco to how students 
gain access to alcohol. “Right 
now you have to ask your older 
friends to buy beer for you if you 
are under the age of 21, obvious-
ly that’s a thing. Cigarettes will 
just end up on that list of things 
you can’t buy before the age of 
21, but you nevertheless can find 
a way to get your hands on it.”

Senior biochemistry, bio-
physics and molecular biolo-
gy major Mathias Palmer serves 
as Whitman’s President of Pre-
Health Society. Palmer also 
does not believe that the plan 

will be effective on campus.
“The legislation to move it 

from 18 to 21–I think is a ridic-
ulous waste of money and time 
... People are going to be able to 
get cigarettes from those who 
are over 21. I don’t think the age 
change will make any difference 
on that,” Palmer said. He believes 
that this plan will not curb the 
number of students using tobacco.

“The problem isn’t educa-
tion. I think that smoking is some-
thing that is a cultural thing, not 
a legal thing. So arguing about 
the age of someone who buys cig-
arettes, sure, that restricts ac-
cess for some younger students, 
but that doesn’t solve the root 
of the problem,” Palmer said.

Though they are skeptical 
about how effective the Tobac-
co 21 will be on college campus-
es, Palmer and Bishop both think 
that it is important to try to reduce 
access for high school students.

“Generally, I think [To-
bacco 21 is] a good idea prob-
ably ... If [the legal age] had 
been 21 [in Massachusetts 
at the time], I wouldn’t have 
been able to buy my first pack 
of cigarettes,” Bishop said. 

Palmer thinks that Whit-
man as a whole should engage 
in more discussions about the 
smoking culture, questioning its 
presence on campus. “Why is it 
that we, at a college where we 
promote health activities, eat-
ing right, exercising freedom of 
choice, that we see people who 
are smoking and no one is hav-
ing a conversation about that?”

Weisman believes that the 
largest effect that the Tobac-
co 21 plan will be in the in-
coming student population.

“From a college campus 
perspective, we are bringing in 
a student body that is healthi-
er,” Weisman said. “We are also 
delaying the onset of experi-
mentation with tobacco prod-
ucts to a time when people can 
make more reasoned choices.”

There are some resourc-
es available in the Walla Wal-
la community to support those 
who are trying to overcome nic-
otine addiction. Students cur-
rently addicted to nicotine who 
want to work with a profession-
al can work with the Counseling 
Center to connect with social 
support groups in Walla Walla.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Jeff Gillespie working at the Recycling Center.  Photo by Tywen Kelly.

Nearly two decades in, Jeff Gillespie 
continues to reduce, reuse, recycle                    
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Candidates tour campus

“The fact that we have four 
students on the search commit-
tee is a pretty big deal and it’s def-
initely pretty clear that students 
are a priority,” Molly Unsworth 
another student member of the 
committee, added. 

From the first shortlist of ten 
candidates, the committee pared 
the pool down to a final four can-
didates. The candidates are now 
midway through the process of in-
dividually visiting campus. While 
here, they have attended Q&A 
sessions open to the Whitman 
community. Administration has 
created an online form and dis-
tributed it via email for students 

to offer their opinions of the can-
didates. The exact sway these will 
hold remains unclear, but they 
will be presented to the commit-
tee and President Murray in some 
form.

“I would think feedback from 
students would play a very large 
role, because, basically what’s 
been happening up until these 
campus visits was just people in 
the search committee deliberating 
within themselves,” Assegaf said.

In these deliberations, the 
committee was of course fo-
cused on finding the best candi-
date possible. However, given the 
wide range of responsibilities fall-
ing under the umbrella of Dean of 

Students, this was no small task. 
When describing an ideal candi-
date, members of the committee 
continually pointed to the title it-
self.

“What we want is someone 
who wants to have a lot of inter-
action, really high quality interac-
tions, with students. It’s the point 
of being in a place that’s 1,500 
students rather than 15,000 stu-
dents ... If you’re at a place with 
15,000 you never see actual stu-
dents ... You know, you super-
vise the people who supervise the 
people who actually interact with 
the students. And that’s not the 
way that it works here,” Dr. Tip-
ton said.

The Federal Judge who tem-
porarily blocked Presi-
dent’s Trump’s controver-

sial immigration ban is a Whit-
man graduate, with deep ties to 
the Whitman community. Judge 
James Robart ‘69 made interna-
tional news last week for his rul-
ing on a lawsuit filed by Wash-
ington State Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson.

Judge Robart served on the 
Board of Trustees from 1999-
2012 and was Chair of the Trus-
tees between 2008 and 2011. He 
served on the Diversity Commit-
tee, among other posts, and has 
relationships with several cur-
rent-faculty members.

Among them is Whitman 
Philosophy Professor Mitch 
Clearfield, who invited Judge Ro-
bart to sit in on his Crime and 
Punishment class last February. 
The Judge took students through 
a case regarding Social Securi-
ty information-misuse on which 
he had recently ruled. He laid 
out the facts, periodically adding 
a complicating detail, consult-
ing the students on hypothetical 
punishments they would hypo-
thetically dole out. “What do you 
think should happen?”

“Whichever direction the 
student would lean he would push 
in the other direction just for the 
sake of complicating it,” Clear-
field said. “What was really in-
teresting to me was that the stu-
dents in the class, I think because 
they thought he wanted them to, 
were like: I’d give her 5 years, I’d 
give her 10 years. It was like a 
bidding war.”

Judge Robart revealed that 
he sentenced the woman to house 
arrest. There were extenuating 
services. She was a single moth-
er; she had kids.

He was “very committed to 
students,” Clearfield said.

In this, and other visits to the 
college, Judge Robart has worked 
to cultivate interest in the legal 
profession, particularly among 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Associate Dean for Student 
Engagement Noah Leavitt, who 
is a trained lawyer and is Whit-
man’s pre-law advisor, described 
Judge Robart as a funny and ex-
cellent story-teller. According to 
Leavitt, Robart revels in the lib-
eral arts spirit of broad-based 
learning to which a judge must 
commit himself in order to effec-
tively adjudicate cases on diffuse 
or esoteric topics.

Clearfield said it was his 
impression that Robart became 
a judge “because he thought it 
would just be so interesting to 

deal with such a wide variety of 
cases and issues.”

Judge Robart’s case-load 
when he made his visit last Feb-
ruary was a fine exemplar: the 
social-security information case 
and a tribal lawsuit against the 
US Army Corps of Engineers re-
garding river-rights.

Whitman President Kathy 
Murray said in a public statement 
that Whitman College is “proud 
to have Judge Robart as an alum-
nus, a trustee emeritus and past 
chair of our Board of Trustees. 
For many years, his wisdom has 
helped guide and strengthen the 
college. Since my arrival at Whit-
man, Jim has been both a trusted 
advisor and a friend ... I believe 
Jim demonstrates the kind of 
thoughtfulness and fair-minded 
reasoning that is common among 
Whitman graduates.”

President Trump referred to 
Robart on Twitter as a “so-called-
judge” for his temporary ruling, 
which is now being challenged 
by the Department of Justice 
in the 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. President Trump has made 
a number of comments this week 
that challenge the credibility of 
the Judicial Branch. Legal ex-
perts are concerned this politiciz-
es and dangerously undermines a 
judicial system whose legitimacy 
hinges on its impartiality.

Judge Robart was appoint-
ed in 2004 to the Federal bench 
by George W. Bush and was con-
firmed in the Senate by a vote of 
99-0. He declined to comment on 
this article because the case is 
still pending in court.

Clearfield described Judge 
Robart as a “super down to earth 
guy.” The two had their first ex-

tended conversation at the Phi 
Beta Kappa induction brunch two 
years ago. 

“He’s introducing himself to 
all the people at the table and all 
he says is ‘Hi, I’m Jim, I’m a law-
yer in Seattle,’” Clearfield said. 

“This is about their son or daugh-
ter, the student. This is their day, 
he doesn’t want attention on him-
self. He’s there to support. ‘Hi, 
I’m Jim, I’m a lawyer in Seattle.’ 
He just wanted to fly under the 
radar.”

by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Federal Judge James Robart rules against immigration ban. Photo courtesy of Wi-
kicommons.

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

Whitman professors put 
on a political activism 
workshop in Olin Audi-

torium on Monday. 
Yann Dardonville, a first 

year Whitman student involved 
with Divest Whitman, said be-
fore the workshop that, “I hope 
to learn initiatives that I can join 
that are in the region, ways to ap-
proach political issues, to know 
how to make an impact in the 
community.”

The workshop was target-
ed towards those who don’t have 
much experience in political ac-
tivism and might find it intimidat-
ing or confusing. It offered ide-
as and advice on how to involve 
oneself effectively in the polit-
ical scene. Whitman Professors 
Devon Wootten, Elizabeth Van-
diver and Timothy Kaufman-Os-
born discussed key aspects of po-
litical activism, like how to make 
effective phone calls to state rep-
resentatives, how to write letters 
to news organizations and what to 
expect when organizing or partic-
ipating in a protest.

Whitman alumni Sarah 
Koenigsberg ‘02, also spoke at 
the workshop. She used her or-
ganization Walla Walla Indivisi-
ble to illustrate the importance of 
branching out and taking action.

“I feel like I see both how 
fabulous this community is and 
how fragmented and divided it 
is,” she said. “Students can be a 
powerful voice for change. They 
always have been.”

Having lived in Walla Walla 
for 15 years after graduating from 
Whitman, Sarah has the perspec-
tive of both a Walla Walla local as 
well as that of a Whitman student.

She said, “I would see it ben-
efitting our community and all 
of our youth in the long run if we 
can find ways to build bridges 
and see what we have in common 
rather than focus on what we have 
separate.”

Since the election of Donald 
Trump to the presidency, there 
has been a swell of political activ-
ism on Whitman’s campus. 

Devon Wootten, Director 
of the Language Learning Cent-
er at Whitman said, “I’ve seen 
more students be involved and 
care since the election than I ever 
have. I hope that this level of en-
gagement continues so even if 
both houses go blue in the mid-
terms, I hope that students keep 
the pressure on even the more lib-
erally-leaning democrats to sup-
port the most vulnerable and to 
speak out against racism and 
homophobia.”

“I think there’s a feeling 
among the faculty,” Wootten said. 
“How do we use our particular set 
of skills to encourage and to sup-
port student activity?”

Activism 101:

by MAGGIE CHANG
Staff Reporter

from Dean of Students page 1

On February 4, President 
Donald Trump took to Twitter to 
tweet about his disapproval to-
wards U.S. District Judge James 
Robart after Robart temporari-
ly blocked Trump’s executive or-
der concerning travelling restric-
tions on people from seven pre-
dominantly Muslim countries. 
“The opinion of this so-called 
judge, which essentially takes law-
enforcement away from our coun-
try, is ridiculous and will be over-
turned,” said Trump in his tweet. 
The tweet sparked concern regard-
ing Trump’s reputation in office. 

HINDSIGHT by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Source: NBCSource:  The Intercept Source: The Guardian

Yemen blocks US access 
after Trump’s executive order

Source: The New York Times

Friday executive order benefits 
private equity industry

Muslim travel ban sparks 
protest in London

On February 3, President 
Trump told Steven Schwar-
zman, the head of Blackstone 
the world’s largest private equi-
ty firm, that “we’re getting rid of 
your regulations.” The same day, 
he issued an executive order di-
recting the Department of La-
bor to review the Fiduciary Duty 
rule set to go into effect this 
spring that would require invest-
ment advisors of 401k plans to 
dispense advice in their client’s 
best long-term interest, “rather 
than recommending high-cost, 
high-risk products that offer the 
advisers kickbacks and perks.” 

On February 7, the Yemeni 
government told the U.S. special 
forces that they could no longer 
run ground missions in the coun-
try in response to last week’s 
botched Special Forces attack in 
which civilians, including chil-
dren, were killed in the crossfire 
of a raid on a suspected Al Qae-
da collaborator’s home. It was the 
first time President Trump author-
ized a commando raid. His admin-
istration had called the raid “a suc-
cess.” The operation was planned 
under the Obama administra-
tion. One U.S. soldier was killed. 

Demonstrators gathered on Sat-
urday in London to protest President 
Trump’s ban on immigration from 
residents of seven majority-Muslim 
countries. Protestors began outside 
the U.S. Embassy in London, then 
walked the nearly two miles to Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
residence. One of the speakers was 
David Rosenberg, leader of the Jew-
ish Socialist Group in the U.K. “We 
live in a world where many peo-
ple would like Jews and Muslims 
to be enemies,” he said. “But we are 
here as Jews to express our com-
plete solidarity with Muslims threat-
ened and victimized by Trump.”

Trump takes to Twitter 
after travel ban blocked

Dakota Access Pipeline 
protest shifts gears

The organizers of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline opposition are em-
phasizing legal means in the fight 
to stop the Pipeline’s construction. 
Shortly after coming into office, 
President Trump ordered the Army 
Corp to approve further construc-
tion of the Pipeline. “Please re-
spect our people and do not come 
to Standing Rock and instead exer-
cise your First Amendment rights 
and take this fight to your respec-
tive state capitols, to your mem-
bers of Congress and to Washing-
ton, D.C.,” tribal chairman Dave 
Archambault said in a statement.

Source: The Intercept

Judge James Robart:

“I’ve seen more students 
be involved and care 
since the election than I 
ever have.”
Devon Wootten
Director of the Language Learning 
Center

“Since my arrival at 
Whitman, Jim has 
been both a trusted 
advisor and a friend 
... I believe Jim 
demonstrates the kind 
of thoughtfulness and 
fair-minded reasoning 
that is common among 
Whitman graduates.”
Kathy Murray
Whitman College President

Federal Judge and Whitman graduate who temporarily blocked 
Trump immigration ban has long history with Whitman community

Whitman faculty organize 
political action teach-inSchool gets first look at possible Dean of Students 



February 9, 2017 PAGE  4

Janani Balasubramanian, one 
half of the spoken word duo 
DarkMatter and wholly them-

selves, performed to a packed au-
dience in Kimball Theater on Jan. 
27.

As a solo artist, Balasubra-
manian works within the gen-
re of speculative fiction, and 
similarly incorporates high-
ly researched science and math-
ematical theory into their poet-
ry. Juniors Devon Yee and Tay-
lor Salaguinto, who helped organ-
ize the event, relate strongly to this 
part of Balasubramanian’s work.

“I am similarly interested in 
math as social justice and math 
for social justice. I loved the weird 
similes of the science interwoven 
in their performance,” Yee said.

Interweaving disciplines, gen-
res and performance styles is a huge 
part of Balasubramanian’s work.

“To mix genres and disciplines 
feels like the most natural thing in 
the world,” Balasubramanian said.

For many, this may not be as 
self-evident. However, Balasu-
bramanian is consciously aware 
of this and prepares according-
ly. To make their poetry acces-
sible to their audience, Balasu-
bramanian offers anecdotal nar-
ratives alongside the poetry. For 
example, Balasubramanian of-
fered a mini-lesson with a pow-
er-point presentation on Schrod-
inger’s cat in order to propose that 
art produces alternative realities.

PowerPoint was preva-
lent earlier in the performance as 
well. In their first piece, “Predic-
tions by the Moon from the Be-
ginning of Time, delivered No-
vember 6th, 2016,” Balasubra-
manian projected a moon be-
hind them. Seemingly famil-
iar with the unconventionality of 

PowerPoint projections at a poet-
ry reading, Janani cracked a joke.

“I’m bringing Power-
Point back as a performance 
form,” Balasubramanian said.

However as Janani began 
“Predictions,” their tone shifted. 
With a metered simple precision, 
Balasubramanian spoke the breath-
takingly prophetic observations of 
the moon. With references to sci-
entific discoveries, cutting-edge 
inventions, political movements, 
popular TV shows and cultural 
icons, Balasubramanian moved the 
audience through history only to 
stop on Nov. 8, 2016, the day Don-
ald Trump was elected President.

“I predict that anguish will 
win your election on Tuesday,” 
Balasubramanian’s poem read.

Thus, politics, explicit or oth-
erwise, is another prevalent aspect 
of Balasubramanian’s work. Senior 
Anna Zheng, who performed the 
poem “Language and Loss” with 
co-writer senior Brenna Two Bears 
as part of the event’s opening act, 
also finds politics as a source of in-
spiration. She specifically recalls 
her inability to express her feel-
ings and thoughts about Trump’s 
election to her parents in Chinese.

“I felt disheartened and frus-
trated that I had lost so much 
of my Chinese just by not be-
ing with my parents,” Zheng said.

To confront this inability, 
Zheng turned towards creative 
composition with Two Bears. As a 
result, the two wove their respec-
tive experiences in an urging and 

haunting address about racism in 
the classroom, the effacement of 
non-European culture and recla-
mation of their respective mother 
languages. But why spoken word?

“[Poetry] is about find-
ing ways to describe something 
visceral or abstract and put-
ting it into words that makes 
sense to the writer or to the audi-
ence ... it’s also about connect-
ing with other people, especially 
when it’s performed,” Zheng said.

For Yee, poetry is also 
a form of political activism.

“It is inspiring to see and par-
ticipate [in] art and to think about 
your own possibilities to cre-
ate and disrupt, especially in the 
era of Donald Trump,” Yee said.

Whether as a form of process-
ing and connecting or as an act of 
retaliation, poetry–specifically 
spoken word–has, in recent years, 
been a genre that brings conversa-
tions of gender, sexuality and race 
to campus (think Sister Outsider, 
G. Yamazawa, etc.). It is a ground-
breaking genre in this sense. How-
ever, Balasubramanian’s flexi-
bility to go from narrative to spo-
ken word breathes humor into re-
imagined politicized nursery 
rhymes and their use of the stage 
(as well as PowerPoint) as perfor-
mance, introduces something new.

Balasubramanian performs 
what it looks like for conversations 
about topics that pervade all as-
pects of our lives (i.e. politics, sex-
uality, gender, and race) to perme-
ate the distinctions between dis-
cipline and genre. Yes, Balasu-
bramanian seems to suggest, you 
can talk about the current polit-
ical climate and then mushroom 
death suits in the next minute. 
And in any form that gets the job 
done, for that matter. It will be cu-
rious to see if this idea is trans-
ferable to the academic world that 
Whitman students operate in.

Week of February 9
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The Walla Walla Dance Com-
pany performed an excellent 
original take on the time-

less story “Alice in Wonderland” 
on Saturday, Feb. 4. The show, 
titled “The Adventures of Al-
ice,” took place in Cordiner Hall 
at 7:30 p.m. Showcasing danc-
ers from all different classes in 
the dance company, the event in-
corporated genres such as ballet, 
jazz, hip hop and contemporary.

Nancy Wells, who directs 
the company, wrote and produced 
“The Adventures of Alice.” She, 
along with four others, choreo-
graphed the show, which served 
as a way to give the company’s 
dancers a chance to perform and 
show off their accomplishments.

The show depicted the sto-
ry of Alice celebrating her birth-
day–a story of much fun and ad-
venture. Wynter Doyle per-
formed as Alice, while Sophie 
Miller portrayed Little Alice.

Both Alices danced well. 
Doyle showed great stamina and 
accomplishment in dancing in 
many styles throughout the entire 
show, and Miller took over several 
scenes as a younger Alice, dancing 
impressively at such a young age.

Many other exceptional danc-
ers performed solo throughout 
the show, displaying a high lev-

el of work ethic and skill. The va-
riety of featured dancers includ-
ed characters such as the Queen 
of Hearts, who danced beautiful-
ly and powerfully; the Mad Hat-
ter, who performed a highly well-
executed hip-hop number; and the 
White Queens, who danced with 
much grace. The show certainly 
did not lack variety; it even fea-
tured a tap dancing Jack of Spades.

The incorporation of many 
genres of dancing and music into 
one continuous show was interest-
ing. Perhaps it would have risked 
awkwardness had the event not 
been a showcase, but the cross-
ing of boundaries of styles within 
the show was, overall, well done. 
Jazz dancers would follow bal-
let dancers, and pop music would 
share the same act as hip hop. A 
few songs from the 1951 animat-
ed film “Alice in Wonderland” 
were incorporated, including “All 
in the Golden Afternoon” and “A 
Very Merry Unbirthday to You.” 
This was a nice touch that brought 
together the contemporary show 
with its classic counterpart.

Elements such as the sim-

ple but effective lighting, as well 
as the elaborate and impressive 
costumes, helped make the show 
unique. Additionally, it was evi-
dent that the choreographers and 
dancers observed close atten-
tion to detail, as seen by the en-
gaged movements of the tea party 
guests who sat in the back while 
the Mad Hatter danced solo. Also 
very much appreciated were the 
older dancers in the company, who 
guided younger castmates through 
their scenes with patience and 
good leadership, such as the cat-
erpillar, who notably donned an 
intricate, multi-armed costume.

After much dancing and sto-
rytelling, which diverted from 
more well-known and “Alice” 
associated themes such as “the 
cards” and “unbirthday cakes” 
to “Pokemon” and “Super Mario 
Bros.” near the end of the show, 
Alice was declared the win-
ner of the games and adventures 
encountered throughout. She 
was crowned, and consequent-
ly celebrated with, of course, 
dancing, concluding the show.

“The Adventures of Al-
ice” was a great opportuni-
ty to see what some of the youth 
of the Walla Walla communi-
ty have been working on. The au-
dience gave well-deserved ap-
plause at the end of the night, 
capping off a celebration of hard 
work and excellent dancing.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

“The Adventures of Alice” performed 
by Walla Walla Dance Company

Janani Balasubramanian 
performs poetry, PowerPoint

  Jazz dancers would 
follow ballet dancers, & 
pop music would share 
the same act as hip hop. 

by ZUHRA AMINI
Staff Reporter

Wire Watch

“Jazz Noir”: 
The Dmitri Matheny group puts a jazz spin on well-known 
film and television themes, along with new works and jazz 
classics. Performance at the Gesa Power House Theatre at 

7:00 p.m., February 10. Tickets $18-29.

“The Producers”:
 

The Mel Brooks comedy’s final weekend at the Little The-
atre of Walla Walla. Tickets $15; performances at 7:30 p.m. 

on Feb. 10-11.

Spring Composers Concert: 
Students of John David Earnest perform their works. 

Hosted by the Whitman College Department of Music. 
Performance at 3-4 p.m, Feb. 12. at Chism Hall; open to the 

public.

Wynter Doyle, portraying Alice, performs a ballet act onstage at Cordiner Hall. 
Photo by Samarah Uribe

“Righteous Dopefiend”: 
A Multimedia Exhibition: A new exhibition, drawing on 

fieldwork from anthropologist Phillipe Bourgois and pho-
tographer Jeff Schonberg, opens Tuesday, Feb. 14 at Maxey 
W24. Open to the public from 12-4 p.m. each day through 

April 28. Opening reception at 6 p.m.

One-Act Play Festival: 
Three short plays, each written, directed and designed by 
Whitman students, are performed back-to-back at Harper 
Joy Theatre! Free for Whitman students; showtimes at 8 

p.m. on Feb. 9-11, 2 p.m. on Feb. 11-12.

“To mix genres and 
disciplines feels like the 
most natural thing in 
the world”
Janani Balasubramanian
Author and Activist
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Howell breaks records, twists ankles, 
lightens hearts

Tim Howell is one of Whit-
man’s most visible students. 
Originally from Calaba-

sas, California, Howell has made 
his mark on the Whitman campus 
in less than three years. A sociolo-
gy major and member of the Whit-
man men’s basketball team, the jun-
ior point guard leads the Northwest 
Conference in scoring with 425 
points and can almost always be 
seen with a huge smile on his face.

Howell explained that his in-
fatuation for the sport started at the 
age of five, when his father insist-
ed he play basketball. At first he 
was reluctant, seeing basketball 
as something being forced upon 
him. Things changed when Tim’s 
parents took him to see the mov-
ie “Like Mike,” which instantly 
changed his mind. Tim fell in love 
with the sport and started his jour-
ney toward collegiate basketball.

Howell attended Viewpoint 
High School where, during his fresh-
man year, he led the team to its first 
winning season in school history.

At Whitman, Howell is cur-
rently one of three juniors on the 
team. A starter and impact play-
er, Tim is known for his exuber-
ant style of play, frequently interact-

ing with the crowd and performing 
flashy, yet efficient plays. Howell 
currently leads the Northwest Con-
ference with 20.2 points per game.

“Some call it arrogance, I 
call it confidence,” Howell said 
of his flashy plays. “I play hard 
and have fun. [It is not a way] to 
knock other players [and their abil-
ities], it just helps me play better.”

Like many basketball play-
ers, Tim sees the value in perform-
ing exciting plays while produc-
tively channeling his aggression 
to produce the numbers he does.

In late January, Howell set two 
career records in the team’s bat-
tles against George Fox and Whit-
worth University. At George Fox, 
he achieved a personal record of 
40 points in a game. Against Whit-
worth, Tim set yet another record 
as he scored his 1000th college ca-
reer point. Howell’s January per-
formance earned him three consec-
utive Northwest Conference Stu-
dent-Athlete of the Week honors.

For Howell, basketball is 
about much more than the statis-
tics or wins, but about the team. 
So far, Howell’s team is do-
ing well. The Blues are undefeat-
ed and ranked second in the nation. 

“It is special to make histo-
ry with this group of guys. Being a 
student-athlete is being more than 

[representing] yourself ... and it is 
an amazing opportunity,” he said. 

As a testament to this statement, 
Howell revealed that before every 
game, he gives a “One Up” to God, 
pointing to the sky to show his thanks 
for being gifted the opportunity and 
abilities to play collegiate basketball 
with a group of talented young men.

Sophomore teammate Ce-
dric Jacobs-Jones endorsed 
Howell’s impact on the team.

“Tim is someone who is 
fearless; I can always count 
on him. As a teammate, you 
need those players that nev-
er back down. Tim is that player.”

“Tim is a guy who leads by ex-
ample. He always takes charge in 
important moments and finds a way 
to make big plays for us,” Robert 
Colton, a first year teammate added.

When off the basketball court 
or out of the classroom, Howell can 
be found mentoring at Sharpseteen 
Middle School with the Whitman 
Mentor Program, cheering on his 
fellow athletes as a leader for Whit 
City, training local Walla Walla high 
school basketball players and enjoy-
ing quality time with close friends. 
From his role on the basketball team 
to his impact in the Walla Wal-
la community, it is clear that Tim 
Howell is more than just a basket-
ball player on the Whitman campus.

“Tim’s growth as a person, stu-
dent, leader, community member, 
basketball player and teammate is 
just as remarkable in our eyes. We 
hope each member of our program 
reaps the benefits of team athlet-
ics to this extent, but it is rare. We 
could not be more proud of Tim 
Howell; he is ‘two feet in’ width be-
coming the best person, leader and 

student-athlete he can become,” 
head coach Eric Bridgeland said.

As his teammates, coaches and 
peers statements suggest, wheth-
er it be on the court or in the class-
room, Howell is widely viewed 
as a positive addition to the Whit-
man campus. Many are excited to 
see where Howell’s abilities and 
infectious personality take him.

by CHEROKEE WASHINGTON
Staff Reporter

Junior Tim Howell leads the Northwest Conference in points per game and 
recently scored his 1000th career point. Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya 

Tennis teams launch into promising seasons
Women’s Team Men’s Team

“We have tremendous lead-
ership from what last year was 
an incredibly young team, and 
they’ve learned a lot about com-
peting together. We’re talent-
ed in both singles and doubles 
and have depth through the line-
up so there isn’t really a spot (out 
of the nine points we play for in a 
dual match) that we don’t feel we 
can win on a given day,” Hein said.

Returning to the team are First 
Team All-Conference member 
Mary Hill and Second Team All-
Conference member Cello Lock-
wood. Though Lockwood is re-
covering from a persistent con-
cussion, both are only sopho-
mores and indicate a bright future 
for the team. The Blues have their 
sights set on winning the Confer-
ence Championship–a feat that 
would be an upset over Lewis & 

Clark, the team that has dominat-
ed the conference in recent years.

“Our biggest opponent 
would be Lewis & Clark. That’s 
the team that we have in mind 
when we practice–that’s the 
team to beat for us,” Hill said.

Conference is shaping up 
to be a tight race between Lew-
is & Clark, Linfield and Whitman.

“One of our big goals this year 
is to win Conference again after 
coming second last year and to re-
turn to the NCAA tournament. We 
are one of three teams who are all so 
close that it will be an exciting chal-
lenge, and the desire to get back on 
top is certainly fueling us. Beyond 
that, we feel we can be a top 15 team 
nationally and do some damage at 
NCAA’s,” Coach Hein said. The 
women’s team heads to Oregon this 
weekend to open their spring sea-
son against Pacific and Willamette.

“Our specific goals are 
to win conference again 
and make the elite eight 
nationally.”
Adam Rappaport ‘18
Men’s tennis player

The men’s tennis team has 
the firepower and ex-
perience to win its 10th 

straight Conference Cham-
pionship. According to the 
NCAA website, the Whit-
man men were voted into the 
24th spot of the national pow-
er ranking. No conference ri-
vals were ranked in the Top 25.

The Northwest Conference 
Coaches’ Poll firmly slots the 
men as the favorites heading 
into the season. The Blues re-
ceived every first place vote ex-
cept their own, as coaches can-
not vote for their own team. 
The team’s aspirations, how-
ever, go far beyond just win-
ning another Conference title. 

“Our specific goals are 
to win Conference again and 
make the elite eight nationally,” 
junior Adam Rappaport said.

This goal, which may have 

once seemed improbable, is be-
ginning to look realistic after the 
Blues won against 20th ranked 
Gustavus Adolphus College on 

last Friday and 9th ranked Po-
mona-Pitzer last Saturday.

“Following our wins against 
number 20 and number 9 in the 
nation this weekend, we will 
be well positioned to carry mo-
mentum into more early season 
ranked matchups,” junior Zach 
Hewlin added. Hewlin earned 
the match-clinching point with 
his singles victory on Saturday.

Beating ranked opponents 
at home is nothing new to the 
Blues, who have performed es-
pecially well in such match-
ups. With the team strength-
ening its performance in dou-
bles, any weaknesses from 
past years have started to fade.

“Our biggest strength right 
now is how tight the team is as 
a group. This is reflected in the 
high level of doubles we have 
been playing. Beyond that, our 
ability to win at home has been 
unmatched over the past years. 
In the three years that I have been 
on the team, we have been unde-
feated at home and 7-0 at home 
in that span against nationally 
ranked opponents,” Hewlin said.

The men split up President’s 
Day weekend as some to trav-
el to opponents in Pennsylvania 
and others host Pacific Lutheran 
and Willamette in Walla Walla.

Whitman’s tennis teams stretch as they prepare for busy spring schedules (left). Junior Chase Friedman extends for a serve. Friedman regularly occupies low seeds in singles play (right).     Photos by Amelia Wells

Special Olympics creates golden 
friendships

From ski slopes to the soc-
cer pitch, over the past year 
Whitman College students 

have been developing partner-
ships with the Walla Walla chap-
ter of Special Olympics Wash-
ington. With an emphasis on cre-
ating friendships, Special Olym-
pics pairs local young adults who 
live with various physical and men-
tal disabilities with volunteers to 
compete in several different sports.

For six years, Whitman’s Buddy 
Program has served as the main uni-
fier of Whitman students and Wal-
la Walla locals with physical and 
mental disabilities. Program mem-
bers meet once every other week to 
spend an afternoon playing games, 
creating crafts and forging bonds.

“It helps to connect our cam-
pus to this culture of differ-
ent abilities, which is a diversi-
ty we don’t have as much on cam-
pus, and is really great at pro-
moting friendship and breaking 

down barriers and stigmas,” Whit-
man sophomore and Buddy Pro-
gram President Leah Shaffner said. 

Many Buddy Program partici-
pants are also involved in the Wal-
la Walla Special Olympics organ-
ization. Nearly every weekend so 
far this winter the group has head-
ed up to the Bluewood Ski Area. 
Several Whitman students have ac-
companied the “Bluewood Bomb-
ers” on their trips and volun-
teer by providing extra guidance 
on chairlifts and with directions. 

“I really value the relation-
ships I’ve developed with eve-
ryone. Everyone’s always so ex-
cited to hangout and chat about 
their time skiing,” Shaffner stated.

Founded in 2012, the Walla 
Walla branch of Special Olympics 
Washington hosts year-round athlet-
ic competitions in sports like bowl-
ing, swimming, skiing, softball and 
track and field. Last spring, a soc-
cer team comprised of five Whit-
man students and five students with 
disabilities participated in the Spe-
cial Olympics Unified Soccer Tour-

nament in Seattle, Washington. In a 
weekend full of making new friends 
from across the state, the Walla 
Walla team went on to win their di-
vision of the 12-team tournament.  

“Special Olympics tries to 
make that line disappear so eve-
ryone’s having fun and every-
one’s playing as a team,” Whit-
man junior Jeanette Schwensen 
said. Schwensen was a team captain 
and organized the trip to Seattle. 

Jenni Reardon is a Walla Walla 
community member who has partic-
ipated in Special Olympics events. 
She said that her favorite thing about 
the tournament was “making new 
friends and playing different teams.”

“Special Olympics can 
change your life,” Reardon added. 

Reardon still regularly stays 
in contact with her teammates 
and friends from the tournament.

Both Shaffner and Schwens-
en find the program to be extreme-
ly powerful not only for the athletes, 
but for Whitman volunteers as well. 
They want Whitman students to be 
aware that these opportunities to 

volunteer exist as well as to recog-
nize that this type of diversity exists.

“There’s such a wide diversity 
of ability I think people don’t have 
as much exposure to. I think Spe-
cial Olympics is a really great way 
to get involved and learn a little bit 
more about a population that isn’t as 
well known,” Shaffner explained.

There are many opportuni-
ties for Whitman students to get in-
volved with Special Olympics and 
to help strengthen the relationship 
between the College and the or-
ganization. While the ski season 
is almost over, the group will need 
volunteers after Spring Break to 
help with track and field practices.

Students are also encouraged 
to pledge to the Special Olympics 
Spread the Word to End the Word 
movement, which emphasizes the 
importance of eliminating the use 
of the word “retard” from everyday 
speech. Contact Leah Shaffner at 
shaffnlr@whitman.edu and Jeanette 
Schwensen at schwenjs@whitman.
edu for information about Special 
Olympics volunteer opportunities. 

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL
Men’s
at Pacific University Feb. 3: W 90-79
at Linfield College Feb. 4: W 67-65
Women’s
at Pacific University Feb. 3: W 76-63
at Linfield College Feb. 4: W 97-48

TENNIS
Men’s
at #20 Gustavus Adolphus Feb. 3: W 6-3
at #9 Pomona-Pitzer Feb. 4: W 6-3

UPCOMING

BASKETBALL
Men’s
at University of Puget Sound: Feb. 10 8 P.M.
at Pacific Lutheran University: Feb. 11 6 P.M.
Women’s
at University of Puget Sound: Feb. 10 6 P.M.
at Pacific Lutheran University: Feb. 11 4 P.M.

TENNIS
Women’s
at Willamette University: Feb. 11 9 A.M.
at Pacific University: Feb. 11 3 P.M.

from TENNIS, page 1
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Friendship and Focus 
Strong bonds build foundation for excellence

In Duncan’s two and a half 
years with Classroom Connec-
tions, she has witnessed stu-
dents that struggle with academ-
ics funnel their experiences into 
mentoring younger students, in-
itiating a chain of support that 
spreads from student to student.

“A lot of the kids carry over 
and so every year you get to see 
them progress in Ms. McConn’s 
classroom,” Duncan said. “It’s 
funny to see the students who 
have been in this classroom set-
ting for several semesters help 
the kids that are just getting start-
ed. Some of them will come in 
with this ‘I never do work’ at-
titude, and end up encouraging 
those who adopt that attitude.”

 Academic Lab: 

A Space to Focus

Academic Lab, led by 
Christopher White, is a volun-
tary drop-in space held in the li-
brary from the last period of 
the school day to an hour and a 
half after the school day ends.

White works along with Lon-
berg to arrange tutors for Academ-
ic Lab. Additionally, he augments 
motivation of the high school stu-
dents by holding discussions, 
bringing in special guests and pro-
viding information about scholar-
ships and financial aid. As a whole, 
White’s actions help students 
see the bigger collegiate picture.

Naturally, one of White’s goals 
is to push for academic excellence.

“[We’re hoping for] a change 
in the culture here where aca-
demic excellence is more expect-
ed than exceptional,” White said.

He also hopes to collaborate 
with teachers to help tutors be 
better equipped to work with stu-
dents, leading to more success in 
the future.

“I know it’s a challenge 
to come in cold. I am working 
with the teachers here at Wa-
Hi to make things more pre-
dictable for incoming tutors ... 
to come up with ways that tu-
tors can come in and prepare or 
at least know what students are 
working on so they can prepare 
for it a little better,” White said.

All the while, White rec-
ognizes that variety within the 
realm of tutoring is beneficial 
since students learn differently.  

“I don’t want people to feel 
like they need to be extroverts 
to be tutors. Everyone is going 
to have their own style and dif-
ferent students need different 
things,” White said. “There’s dif-
ferent ways to be successful if 
you’re going to become a tutor.”

One-on-One Connections

Lonberg recently launched 
one-on-one tutoring that is built 
into Academic Lab. In collabo-
ration with White, Lonberg de-
veloped a website where stu-
dents can easily sign up for a 
weekly session with a Whit-
man student. In this more struc-
tured way, tutors will know 
who their student is in advance.

“With one-on-one tutor-
ing you know how they learn. 
You learn how they learn, and 
you can attend to those needs 
better, which is why I’m try-
ing to make that part of Class-
room Connections,” Lonberg said.

Robert Walker, a tenth 
grade student at Wa-Hi, was one 
of the first people to sign up.

He said that he likes com-
ing into the library with an in-
tended idea to explore on a 
scheduled date every week.

“If I just walk in here and 
have a basic knowledge of some-
thing, I can ... expand it in mul-
tiple directions, and later have a 
very well-rounded gob of what 
I’m working on,” Walker said.

He talks about wanting 
to have a solid foundation so 
that he can build on his knowl-
edge and apply it to other things.

“If you give me the informa-
tion, I’ll learn the information, 
but really what I need help on is 
to apply that in a certain way,” 
Walker said. “It helps me expand 
my knowledge in so many ways. 
Just take something very small 
and make it a whole lot bigger.”

In high school, the short 
amount of free time that students 
have is usually begrudgingly al-
located to homework. As some-
one who participates in a pleth-
ora of extracurricular activi-
ties, Walker says that one-on-
one tutoring has helped him man-
age his time by providing an 
hour of intense, focused study.

“It’s a focused environ-
ment, too; it’s not like when 
you’re at home and you have 
all these things distracting you. 
You just have a person there that 
keeps you going,” Walker said.

He states the importance of 

actually absorbing the information 
instead of just trying to get it done, 
which tends to happen with many 
high school students who scramble 
to get things done at last minute.

“It’s kind of helpful to have 
this session in before I go home 
and try to fumble through every-
thing and go through the motions 
and what not,” Walker said. “Peo-
ple won’t have enough time to do 
it so they’ll just get it done as op-
posed to really understanding what 
the teacher is trying to teach you.”

Buddy Bonds  

As college students, Whit-
ties are freshly out of high school 
and can probably remember what 
it was like to be a high school 
student, allowing them to re-
late better to those they tutor.  

“I feel that college stu-
dents connect with high school 
students because they’re not 
that different,” Lonberg said. 
“They’re pretty similar and that’s 
why I love volunteering at the 
high school. They’re hilarious. 
They’re just like me and you.”

Whitties aren’t the only 
ones who feel the connection.

“It’s kind of like a buddy 
bond,” Walker said. “They’re on 
your level a little ... you can al-
most relate to them a little bet-
ter. They still apply this knowl-
edge in their current studies.”

White adds that connections 
are strengthened by the relatability 
that comes from Whitties and Wa-
Hi students being similar in age.

“Being able to relate is just 
a huge thing,” White said. “It’s 
easier to connect with them if 
you understand the drive to get 
the newest iPhone, for exam-
ple. We have students where we 
start off talking about music, and 
then from there we talk about 
what they’re working on now.”

Lonberg mentions that cre-
ating that bond is crucial dur-
ing the high school years.

“I feel that high school is a re-
ally important time and it’s a re-
ally tricky time, too. You sud-
denly have all this autonomy 
and responsibility all at once 
and it can be really intimidat-
ing. I remember being a high 
school student, just juggling all 
that is tremendous,” Lonberg 
said. “So any contribution that I 
can make and that students can 
make, it means a huge amount.”

Students really feel their tu-
tors’ absence when they’re gone. 
Over the last chunk of Whit-
man’s winter break, when Wa-
Hi students were gearing up 
for finals, the Wa-Hi students 
kept questioning White about 
where their tutors were and 
when they were coming back.

White said that this connec-
tion is derived from the person-
to-person friendship that the tu-
tors have built. It all starts with 
a conversation and then expands 
to encompass academic support.

“The personal connection as-
pect really drives a lot of attend-
ance for Academic Lab,” White 
said. “People come in simply be-
cause they want to see their 
friends. If the tutors become part 
of that friendship network, I think 
that’s going to lead to a lot more 
people not just coming up, but 
[also] feeling comfortable asking 
for help and getting assistance.”

Popping the 

Whitman Bubble

It is easy to enclose your-
self in the Whitman bubble. How-
ever, through Classroom Con-
nections, Whitman students 
have the ability take a break in 
their own studying and use a 
part of their college experience 
to guide high school students 
down a similar academic path.

Students like Walk-
er are working hard to reach 
their academic potential. 
As college students, Whit-
ties can serve as that model.

However, change does not just 
happen overnight, which is why 
both Wa-Hi and Whitman students 
work day-by-day to help high 
school students reach their goals.

“The little things make up 
the big picture, so I’m just al-
ways going to try to work on the 
little things to try to achieve 
the big things,” Walker said.

With the connections that 
they have built, Whitman tu-
tors recognize the change in high 
schoolers’ work habits, which re-
ally makes them feel impactful.

“You see little changes in 
work ethic and understanding 
of content and that’s very satis-
fying. And that’s sort of the ul-
timate goal,” said Lonberg. 
“Knowing that you’ve contrib-
uted to someone’s understand-
ing of something. That you helped 
a student find his or her way. 
That’s a very rewarding feeling.”

Fabiola Ochoa ‘15 (above) assists student Christian Watson-Solis at Guided Study, a mandatory in-school study hall 
that offers struggling students extra academic support. Teacher Christopher White (below) supervises Academic 
Lab, a voluntary drop-in space for help with homework.  Photo by Jackie Greisen

from CONNECTIONS, page 4
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Voices from the Community What are you afraid might happen in the next few 
months? Photos by James Baker

NIKHIL
SOLOMONSON
Sophomore

“Wildfire.”

MADISON
BOTZET
First-year

“I’m afraid that the Snow-
pocalypse will fall upon us 
here in Walla Walla.”

NICK 
PAK
First-year

“That Lorin isn’t going to 
win her first tennis match.”

Seeing that Whitman has a cul-
tural pluralism/language re-
quirement and many students 

do in fact speak one or more lan-
guages other than their first lan-
guage, I thought it would be inter-
esting to give another perspective 
on how to think differently on the 
importance of languages not just 
intellectually, but also emotional-
ly or psychologically. As a multi-
lingual, I always wondered what 
it meant to know other languag-
es. I often tell my friends in college 
that they don’t really know ‘the real 
me’ because I feel like a ‘differ-
ent’ person in English. I only feel 
at my best when I speak and inter-
act in my Native language and this 
is not related to fluency or vocab-
ulary. People usually think that if 
they learn grammar perfectly and 
learn as much vocabulary as possi-
ble, the closer they are to mastering 
the language. 

Is it enough to know the  vo-
cabulary and grammar and have 
fluency? Would the mission be ac-
complished after a couple of years 
of a certain number of classes per 
week and  very hard work in learn-
ing the written and spoken aspects 
of the language? And would for ex-
ample, a trip to Spain or Mexico fi-
nalize all your efforts and crown 
you as a legitimate speaker of the 
language?

There is no doubt that to learn 
how to speak a language proper-
ly you have to learn its structure 
and vocabulary, but this is not what 
gives beauty and uniqueness to a 
language. To really know anoth-
er language, you have to immerse 
yourself and understand the cul-
ture associated with it. People of-
ten  underestimate how languages 
have the power to convey impor-
tant insights about the country they 
are spoken in and the people of the 
country. 

A language’s idioms, phrases, 
jokes, daily slangs or even the voice 
tone that is used for each of them, 
has told me a lot about the people 
who speak it as their first language. 
I have learned something of the val-
ues their culture holds as important 
and what kind of perspective they 
have on daily interactions and per-

sonal relationships. I have learned 
about the way these interactions 
differ : what kind of vocabulary is 
used when talking with their par-
ents or their friends. You start to no-
tice differences with your own lan-
guage and even reflect on what it 
can say about your society and your 
culture. You might even start won-
dering why in English the phrase ‘I 
love you’ is a standard phrase that 
you use to express this feeling to-
wards anyone, while in another lan-
guage there are different ways to 
say ‘I love you’ depending on the 
person you want to say it to.

A language is a feeling. Un-
less you ‘understand’ this feeling, 
you can’t really know the language. 
There is a reason why you should 
roll your Rs in Spanish or prolong 
the last syllable in Italian. There is 
a reason why they say French is the 

language of love or why German is 
considered to be such a strong lan-
guage. Languages become an emo-
tional experience and a journey 
that enriches the heart as much as 
the mind. Eventually, we become 
different people in different lan-
guage that we speak. There have 
been studies made by psycholo-
gists, which provide evidence to 
this claim. We embody ‘different 
personalities’ and act differently as 
well. Even our voices change and 
we have no control over that. We 
find our new place in that language, 
we start thinking in it and eventu-
ally words come out of our mouths 
easier. Our brains don’t translate 
from our first language to the oth-
er one. Everytime we have to speak 
in another language, it is like we 
put on new clothes. And sometimes 
these clothes really fit us well.

Op-Ed: 
SELECTIVE 
INCLUSION

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist

There is a divide between 
Whitman and the Walla Wal-
la community that cannot 

be bridged until Whitman is more 
diverse, more accepting and less 
afraid to engage directly with peo-
ple that live around us. This di-
vide is inherent in a selective in-
stitution like Whitman, but is only 
compounded by Whitman’s inabil-
ity to diversify its faculty and stu-
dent body.

There is a certain type of per-
son who ‘looks’ like Whitman. 
Style of dress and certain brands 
obviously help complete this im-
age; they are markers that already 
traffic in classism as they neces-
sarily preclude those who cannot 
afford them. But one of the most 
obvious markers is race. This fic-
tional, yet clearly defined image 
of the ‘Whitman student’ is white. 
This isn’t the only type of person 
at Whitman, but it is certainly the 
most visible and therefore the most 
recognized.

Last weekend, I invited a cou-
ple of my friends from Walla Wal-
la Community College to go out 
with me at Whitman. These were 
college students in flannels, khakis 
and Nikes. We could have swapped 
outfits and looked identical. I say 
this because the only difference in 
appearance was the fact that they 
are Hispanic and my Whitman 
friends and I are white. That night, 
we ended up at a party dominat-
ed by students in Greek life. Due 
to the presence of two college stu-
dents who do not fit the image of 
a Whitman student, we were im-
mediately questioned, told to leave 
and eventually physically removed 
from that party. We were not be-
ing exceptionally rowdy or disrup-
tive, and we knew many of the oth-
er people at the party, yet we were 
the only group asked for our IDs 
and subsequently forced to leave.

I have had many white friends 
from home come visit me at Whit-
man and go to fraternity and off-
campus parties who have never 
been asked if they were Whitman 
students or told to leave a party. 
This is not the first time my friends 
from Walla Walla have been out 
with me at Whitman either. Each 
time they come out with me, these 
friends are unfairly targeted and 
questioned, and each time I have 
ended the night with an apology, 
embarrassed about how they were 
treated on campus. Hosts of a party 

should be able to remove someone 
from their home. However, my ex-
periences with friends that do not 
‘look’ like Whitman show that this 
campus is an exceedingly uncom-
fortable space for some and indi-
cates a bigger problem this campus 
has of relating to its community.

I understand the desire for in-
creased security at parties this 
year, particularly for those hosted 
by members of the Greek System. 
However, this vigilance should not 
come at a cost to those who may al-
ready feel marginalized on Whit-
man’s campus. The idea behind 
policies like ID checking is un-
derstandable, but the reality is that 
keeping out non-Whitman students 
will not happen. Siblings, prospec-
tive students, and friends of Whit-
man students, none of whom pos-
sess Whitman IDs, will continue 
to go to Greek parties. Any Whit-
man student knows that in practice, 
these rules will be bent and the 
burden will fall on those who don’t 
fit the typical image of a Whitman 
student, like my friends from Wal-
la Walla CC.

When I apologized to one of 
my friends about how they were 
treated at my school, he replied, 
“We know what to expect whenever 
we go to Whitman.” They expect to 
be targeted, they are used to it, and 
that is wrong. Whitman prides itself 
on being a campus full of progres-
sive idealism, but the truth is it is no 
less susceptible to racism than any 
other community. Incidents that tar-
get and exclude people of color con-
tinue to occur on this campus. Just 
because the racism here is less overt 
or obvious to some does not mean it 
is any less damaging or dangerous.

I know there are some people 
who believe these instances are not 
about race. But they are indicative 
of Whitman’s continued problems 
in treating those that do not meet 
the “Whitman type” with respect. 
These were small acts, but their un-
derlying ideology is pervasive and 
insidious. Don’t ignore it.

Illustration by Meg Cuca

Last Semester, Whitman 
eliminated its standard-
ized test score requirement 

on its application on the grounds 
that the requirement unfairly ad-
vantages applicants with socio-
economic privilege. Whitman’s 
press release expressed a com-
mitment to diversity by “increas-
ing access for outstanding students 
from groups who have been his-
torically underrepresented.” In re-
ality, test-optional policies have 
become tools that colleges use to 
move up rankings lists and pro-
mote their institutional brand.

Many praised Whitman’s 
test-optional move for further-
ing institutional goals of diversi-
ty. Whitman’s Office of Admis-
sions claimed that the policy dem-
onstrated Whitman’s commitment 
to “academic achievement, initia-
tive, talent, integrity, and poten-
tial more than standardized test-
ing.” The press release also ac-
knowledged that standardized test 
scores have been closely linked 
with family income and education 
level. Removing an application re-
quirement that favors those from 
privileged backgrounds is ostensi-
bly a step towards the goal of im-
proved access to higher education.

The Office of Admissions 
also cited two studies on test-op-
tional policies performed by re-
searchers at Bates College and 
the University of Georgia. In the 
Bates study, researchers found 
that Bates’ test-optional policy 
caused an overall increase in ap-
plications from traditionally “di-
verse” populations such as wom-
en, students of color, low-in-
come students, students from ru-
ral areas and students with learn-
ing disabilities. However, re-
searchers did not indicate wheth-
er the increase in applications af-
fected the number of “diverse” 
students enrolled at the college.

In the University of Geor-
gia study, researchers examined 
whether test-optional policies truly 
change institutional demographics 
at private liberal arts colleges. Af-
ter analyzing 180 selective liberal 
arts colleges, the data showed that 
institutions received an average of 
220 more applications and an av-
erage SAT score increase of 26 
points after adopting test-option-
al policies. Ultimately, researchers 
found that institutions with these 
policies enrolled fewer Pell grant 
recipients and minority students 
than their test-requiring counter-
parts for all 18 years of the study.

Whitman has a vested inter-
est in staying competitive with 
other selective liberal arts insti-
tutions. Whitman aims to do this 
by maintaining its prestige as a 
selective institution, which test-
optional policies support. In-
creased applications allow Whit-
man to decrease its acceptance 
rate, increase its selectivity and re-
ject more students than it did be-
fore the policy was implemented.

If Whitman follows the trend 
set by other selective liberal arts 
colleges, the average test scores 
of applicants will increase be-
cause only high-scoring appli-
cants will choose to report. A 
decreased admissions rate, in-
creased average test score and a 
public commitment to institution-
al diversity via test-optional ap-
plications can all be used to mar-
ket Whitman as a distinct brand 
in an increasingly competitive 
higher education marketplace.

If Whitman sees no signifi-
cant increase in socioeconomic di-
versity, then the result of a test-op-
tional policy will likely be a larg-
er number of “diverse” applicants 
competing for the same number 
of spots available for students in 
disadvantaged socioeconomic po-
sitions. While standardized tests 
present a socioeconomic barrier 
for students, so do AP tests, need-
sensitive financial aid policies, 

merit aid scholarships, extracur-
ricular activities and Whitman’s 
$60,000 tuition. Eliminating one 
barrier from a system of many does 
little to address the significant 
challenges of access to Whitman.

If anything, test-optional poli-
cies simply place greater weight on 
the other application criteria that 
are more accessible to privileged 
populations. If your SAT score 
carries less weight on your appli-
cation, your AP scores and ex-
tracurricular activitiees will car-
ry more. In this sense, the Admis-
sions Office is correct in claim-
ing that test-optional policies ex-
amine student potential beyond 
standardized testing, if that poten-
tial includes AP classes and mul-
tiple extracurriculars. Because ac-
cess to these programs is unequal-
ly distributed by class, Whitman 
will likely continue to enroll 
the same kinds of students 
from the same kinds of 
socioeconomic back-
grounds, i.e. white, 
upper-middle-
class stu-

dents from Seattle, Portland, 
the Midwest and the Bay Area.

The claim that test-optional 
policies increase institutional di-
versity is inconsistent with data 
that proves the change in policy 
will have little impact on enrolled 
students. While applications might 
increase as a result of the decreased 
weight of test scores, access to the 
institution itself is still hampered 
by the network of application fac-
tors that are more accessible to 
the socioeconomically privileged.

Whitman claims to combat 
socioeconomic inequality when in 
fact it depends on socioeconom-
ic inequality for its financial sur-
vival. It is in this sense that Whit-
man’s test-optional policy is both 
a disingenuous commitment to in-
stitutional diversity and a mode of 
reproducing the very class barriers 
that the policy purports to mitigate.

Learning in another language

OP-ED: Examining Whitman’s  
test-optional policy

Photo Illustration by M
arra Clay

Contributed by 
MEGUMI RIERSON

Contributed by 
ETHAN GRAHAM

  Whitman prides itself 
on being a campus full 
of progressive idealism, 
but the truth is we are 
no less susceptible to 
racism than those in 
any other community. 
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Whitman’s own chapter 
of Delta Gamma has re-
portedly filed a demand 

with the United States govern-
ment to become their own sover-
eign nation, called DelGameria. 
This demand, which was initially 
met with scoffs and condescend-
ing head pats, is being taken more 
seriously after Delta Gamma re-
vealed that they have been stock-
piling guns and nuclear weapons in 
order to defend their claim. These 
weapons, acquired either on Ama-
zon or homemade, may indeed gar-
ner a legitimately recognized sov-
ereignty for the sorority.  

Although DelGameria is not 
officially releasing statements at 
this time, some rather impressive 
journalistic work led to the discov-
ery of a drunk DelGamerian at a 
frat party in Sig who was willing 
to talk.

“It started out as communi-
ty service, but we all really want 
our own salvrin-sovri-sol…our 
own country!” said Yawni Febreze 
while slightly squatting in a group 
of other DelGamerians, all with 
their hands on their knees.

Febreze also mentioned that 
Delta Gamma already had its own 
patriotic songs, symbols, and hier-

archy, and all that the sorority re-
ally needed to establish independ-
ence was territory.

The nation of DelGameria 
currently only exists as two floors 
in a corner of Prentiss, but our 
sources have confirmed that they 
plan to expand. “Hopefully to that 
big-ass presidential-looking white 
house with the gold-plated gut-
ters near Clinton Courts,” the cur-
rent Supreme Leader Natalie Un-
dergaard has said. The current res-
idents of the house show no indica-
tion of leaving, despite the large ar-
senal that DelGameria possesses.

Undergaard also mentioned 
that as part of the initiation pro-
cess, the new members had to serve 
time as a part of their budding mil-
itary, that has an active presence 
in the east of campus around Max-
ey. However, recent satellite imag-
ing indicates a trend of movement 
further up Boyer, possibly extend-
ing all the way to the admissions 
building. While the DelGamerian 
army may or may not pose a threat 
to international relations, they cer-
tainly do pose for many pictures 
and even have their own Instagram 
page.

At press time, DelGameria re-
ceived an invitation to send a dele-
gate to the United Nations, and an 
embassy is being constructed in 
Washington, D.C.

by CLARA WHEELER
Super Professional

In an Attempt to Smash Society’s Expectations, Men 
Across the Nation are Giving Birth

“Like, I feel like eve-
ry year has a new en-
ergy. And I feel like 

this year is really about, like 
the year of just realizing stuff. 
And everyone around me, we’re 
all just like realizing things.”

This excerpt from a Kylie 
Jenner announcement video, al-
though intricately prepared and 
beautifully spoken, really deliv-
ers the hard truth that self-real-
ization is the focal point of to-
day’s society. People are realizing 
things. Men, specifically, are real-
izing how easy childbirth really is.

Known as the BABIES cam-
paign (which stands for Boys 
Are Birthing In Every State), this 
movement aims to shatter our cul-
ture’s expectations of masculinity. 
The campaign’s leader, who is lov-
ingly referred to as “Nuts McGee,” 
does not like that people think that 
men aren’t manly enough. It is 
widely believed, he claims, that 
men couldn’t handle birthing a 
child. McGee was very outward-
ly passionate about the subject.

“I don’t have a wife, nor has 
a woman ever touched me, but it 
surely can’t be that bad. I’ve fallen 
crotch-first onto a very icy high-
way guard rail. It was made of 
solid steel, and I was on top of it, 
like six feet up, trying to find my 
dog, Clitter. I came down hard. I 
know what that kinda pain is like.”

Members of BABIES have 
been traveling around the Unit-
ed States, visiting hundreds of el-
ementary and middle schools to 
spread their message. A common 
tactic that they utilize is to encour-
age schoolboys to remember the 
worst pain they’ve ever felt. Half 

of that pain, they say, is what child-
birth feels like, so it’s kind of bad 
but not terrible. Apparently, their 
visits have helped to establish and 
maintain our youth’s manliness.

Indeed, recent social media 
posts have proven the campaign’s 
widespread effect. One man from 
Indiana shared his brave sto-
ry in a text post on Facebook.

“I went to Starbucks today 
with a gallon-sized water balloon 
taped to my thighs. I really want-
ed the full experience to make 
sure it was as easy as I thought. 
People were staring at my watery 
baby purse, but I continued. I got 
in line and pulled out a thumb-
tack and popped the balloon re-
ally hard, as if I were a woman 
whose water had broken. It made 
a deep splooshing sound and my 
jeans were chafing my legs for 
a while, but honestly, it wasn’t 
that bad,” the Indiana man wrote.

The campaign’s influence 
was apparent in downtown Wal-
la Walla as well. There, The Wire 
spoke to a man confidently car-
rying a BABIES Awareness sign.

“I tried to fit a whole wa-
termelon in my mouth last 
week, and I couldn’t. My 
mouth is STILL sore. I’m start-
ing to think this whole birth-
ing thing was a sham all along. 
Women are tricky, you know.”

When asked to clarify the 
relevance of his story, the man 
seemed just as confused as our 
reporters, and simply shrugged.

Peculiarly, it was revealed 
this week that Nuts McGee has 
been admitted to a hospital for 
“acute abdominal cramps.” The 
cause is currently unknown, 
but his employer happily as-
sured us that McGee will con-
tinue to be paid while on leave.

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Slytherin Apologist

Delta Gamma Nuclear 
Program Reaches 

New Heights

Nearly everyone on the 
Whitman campus under-
stands that we live in a 

bubble, seperate from Walla Wal-
la. We eat different food, wear 
different clothing and speak in a 
different language.

In recent years, The Bubble 
has been breached a few times. 
The Banff Film Festival brought 
an onslaught of randos to campus, 
including Walla Walla University 
students and actual people from 
Walla Walla. The Power and Priv-
ilege Symposium attracted a Wal-
la Walla citizen crowd of three 
whole people! Even worse, Pen-
rose Library receives strangers 
from the community each week!  
At each of these events, at least 
one Whittie has been found on the 

ground, gasping for organic, glu-
ten-free granola, merely from the 
sight of a non-climbing, non-lib-
eral person.

President Katherine Murré 
saw all this from her ivory tower 
and decided to take action.

Using the resources allocated 
to Divest Whitman, Murré began 
constructing a wall on the south-
west edge of campus, just below 
Marcus House.

“Yeah, it’s not like the Di-
vest Whitman funds were real-
ly being used well. I mean, last 
time I checked, they were just us-
ing their budget to print out ‘let-
ters’ to the Trustees. Hell, I saw a 
student spit gum into one of these 
letters, and I knew that the role 
of social justice had fallen on my 
shoulders,” Murré said, rappel-
ling down one side of the wall.

The Dance Studio has spoken 

out against the Murré Wall, say-
ing that its location on the wrong 
side of the wall leaves them sus-
ceptible to attack from the larger 
Walla Walla community.

“It’s just that if we’re to move 
liberally and move all parts of our 
body and not be distracted by neg-
ligence and stretch out will to live 
and our boundary to dance and 
our selves,” said Dancer Legwarm 
McDanceface before our reporter 
was too confused to write down 
anything else.

Despite complaints from 
McDanceface, Murré is excited to 
be done with the wall.

“It’s just great to be safe 
again. It’s great to see as far as 
Marcus House, so Walla Walla 
doesn’t mar our skyline anymore. 
It’s great to make Whitman great 
again,” said Murré with a win-
ning smile.

by ANTHONY REALE
Eats His Vegetables
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