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Inside News
Dean of Students Chuck Cleveland 
is retiring after 36 years at Whit-
man. Read about his reflections and 
the process for hiring a new Dean for 
next fall semester. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE?

A&E
Cellist Robby Brothers may be a ge-
ology major, but he has a passion for 
classical music that he hopes will 
transcend his time at Whitman. 
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Feature
This week, Feature explores how 
professors from all academic di-
visions are responding to political 
events and the Trump presidency. 
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Opinion
Columninst Zuhra Amini advises “it 
is crucial for Whitman student organ-
izers and participants to consider the 
words and images they put forth.”
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Miss last week?
Catch up on what you missed! Go on-
line to read articles and watch exclu-
sive videos. 
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In the weeks since the inau-

guration of President Trump, a 

lot has happened. With so much 

change, grappling with the events 

unfolding under the Trump ad-

ministration is challenging. From 

the disciplines of the Humanities, 

Social Sciences and Natural Sci-

ences, three professors use their 

expertise to explore the complex-

ities of ‘alternative facts,’ the 

‘Muslim Travel Ban’ and the re-

vival of the Dakota Access Pipe-

line.

Searching for answers 
in the classics

When Whitman Professor of 
Sociology Alvaro Santana-Acu-
ña heard about the 9,500 percent 
increase in sales of George Or-
well’s “1984” in the days follow-
ing Trump’s January 20th inau-
guration, his interest peaked.

According to Santana-Acu-
ña, who studies how works of lit-
erature attain the status of “clas-
sic,” one reason so many rushed 
to buy Orwell’s dystopian nov-
el is that classics help us grapple 
with our lived experience.

“We go back to the classic 
in order to find something that 
helps us make sense of what’s 
going on,” Santana-Acuña said. 
“There are questions and an-
swers in ‘1984’ to questions that 
we’re trying to find an answer to 
right now, especially after the in-
auguration of President Donald 
Trump.”

Does Santana-Acuña think 
the comparisons between “1984” 
and the events in recent weeks 
are apt?

“I think they are certainly 
parallels between the book and 
the current situation, but at the 
same time, it’s a fictional book, 
right?” Santana-Acuña said. “So 
then the point is, how are peo-
ple actually using fiction to make 
sense of a real situation?”

Central concerns pertain to 
what many see as a presidential 
administration seeking to con-
centrate state power.

Santana-Acuña points to 
Kellyanne Conway’s use of the 
phrase ‘alternative facts,’ a term 
Conway used to defend the erro-
neous claims made by Trump’s 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer re-
garding the size of the crowd at 
Trump’s inauguration.

“[One issue is] the rise of an 
authoritarian state, the fact that 
the state is going to provide you 
with the ‘facts,’ that you need to 
believe not the facts of real life, 
but rather the facts that the party 
or the state provides you with,” 
Santana-Acuña said.

Conway’s phrase has since 
been compared to the “1984” 
term “newspeak,” a fictional lan-
guage instilled to eliminate per-
sonal thought, and “double-
think,” the state of holding and 
accepting two contradictory be-
liefs simultaneously

by ALEX BROCKMAN & 
OLIVIA GILBERT 
Staff Reporter and Feature Editor

TAKING ON 
TRUMPISM

The Walla Walla penetentiary is one of two facilities in the country with a gallows. 

CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT, 
  ON TRIAL

see TRUMPISM, page 6

In January 2017, Washington State 
Governor Jay Inslee and Attor-
ney General Bob Ferguson intro-

duced Senate Bill 5354 to end the 
death penalty in Washington State. 
In a press conference, Inslee said, 
“the evidence is absolutely clear that 
death penalty sentences are unequal-
ly applied, they are frequently over-
turned, and they are always costly.”

The Senate Bill comes three 

years after Governor Inslee or-
dered a statewide moratorium on 
the death penalty. The moratori-
um suspended the executions of 
all individuals on death row and 
served to call attention to what In-
slee called an “imperfect system.”

Twelve state senators have 
pledged their support for the bi-
partisan bill, including Represent-
ative Maureen Walsh-R of Wal-
la Walla’s 16th District. The lo-
cal Washington State Penitentia-
ry in Walsh’s district is the only fa-

cility in the state with an execu-
tion chamber and one of two facili-
ties in the US with an active gallows.  

“As a means of effective pun-
ishment, the death penalty is out-
dated,” Representative Walsh said.

Republican State Senator 
Mike Padden, who is opposed to 
the bill, told one Seattle Times re-
porter, “I’m not a zealot for the 
death penalty ... but I do think 
there are some heinous crimes 
where it should be on the table.”

It was a breathtaking weekend for 
Whitman Athletics: men’s and 
women’s swimming broke re-

cords to each win the Northwest 
Conference Championship, men’s 
basketball clinched its first NWC ti-
tle since 1987 as it continued to 23-0 
overall, women’s tennis opened 
their spring season with a sweep of 
Willamette and Pacific and base-
ball won 3 of 4 matchups against 
the Claremont Schools in their first 
time playing outdoors this year.

The men’s swim team en-
tered the conference meet fifth in 
the standings, but emerged with 
their second NWC title in three 
years by a margin of just 14 points. 

The women also claimed their 
first Conference title in team his-
tory, upsetting favorite and sec-
ond place finisher Pacific Lu-
theran University by 622.5-576.

Alongside the conference tro-
phies, the Blues brought home a 
slew of individual honors. Senior 
Cole Weinstein won the men’s Co-
Swimmer of the NWC, first year 
Mara Selznick received the NWC 
Freshman of the Year nod and head 
coach Jennifer Blomme was dec-
orated with the NWC Coach of 
the Year award for her work with 
both the men and the women.

The team also left many records 
shattered next to the bulkheads. 
Selznick claimed the school, confer-
ence and championship meet records 
in the 200 and 100-yard backstrokes.

Fellow first year Sarah David-
son claimed Whitman records in 
the 500-yard freestyle, the 1000 free 
and the 1650 (the mile) free. Senior 
Tai Hallstein finished her last con-
ference meet with school, confer-
ence and championship meet re-
cords in the 100 free and 50 free.

Four women’s relays also 
each set new school, confer-
ence and championship meet 
top marks. Whitman’s 400-yard 
and 200-yard free and med-
ley relays all set new bars. 

For the men, junior Clark Sun 
claimed the championship meet re-
cord in the 100 free. Weinstein set 
Whitman, conference and cham-
pionship meet records with his ef-
fort in the 400 individual medley.

Unbeatable: Whitman Teams Seize Three Conference Titles
by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Editor

see WINNING, page 5

A bill in Olympia aims 
to end the death 
penalty in Washington 
State once and for all.

by RACHEL NEEDHAM
News Reporter

see CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, page 2 

Three Whitman 
professors offer 

perspectives 

  Nina Dipboye ‘17 (right) celebrates with her teammates after winning the Confer-
ence Championship in the 200 yd medley relay.   Photo Contributed by Gaby Thomas
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NEWS

The Washington State Peniten-
tiary looms large and myste-
rious from its sprawling com-

plex on the outskirts of town. Af-
ter an evening of drinking in the ear-
ly 2000’s, two Whitman students de-
cided to appreciate its charms in the 
only way immediately available: 
breaking in.  

“They went out and they start-
ed to scale a fence… it was on the 
south side of the prison, barbed, razor 
wire-top. Next thing you know, tow-
er lights come on, officers are point-
ing guns at them.  So they got arrest-
ed, and so we worked through that,” 
Dean of Students Cleveland said, 
laughing.

After 36 years as Dean of Stu-
dents, Chuck Cleveland will retire 
after this year. Whitman is currently 
searching for his replacement and is 
in the final stage of the process, with 
four candidates remaining. Which-
ever candidate ends up with the job 
will have quite the legacy to live up 
to.

Dean Cleveland is no stran-
ger to late night shenanigans. He 
has dealt with many challenges dur-
ing his time at Whitman. Reflecting 
upon the more serious incidents, he 
explained the importance of his re-
lationship collaboration with law en-
forcement.

“I’ve been able to work with 
the police over the years and the city 
prosecutors to help put things in a 
learning context…My philosophy 
about conduct is not punishment, it’s 
about learning. You want to do the 
minimum thing you have to do to re-
sult in changed behavior,” he said.

The ability to remain level-
headed while dealing with compli-
cations is a crucial skill for any Dean 
of Students and one Dean Cleveland 
utilized time and time again. This re-
quires an eye for the big picture.

“You gotta be careful that in 
these jobs that you’re not taking a 
narrow focus, you’ve got to have 
broad perspective and you have to 
listen,” he explained.

He also stressed his skill at 
forming durable relationships as a 
contributing factor to his longevity. 
This is especially relevant at a col-
lege of Whitman’s size where the 
tight-knit nature of the community 
is often a drawing factor for both stu-
dents and faculty. Dealing with con-
flict, he tries to maintain this com-
prehensive perspective.

“I always tell my staff, ‘It’s bet-
ter to build bridges than burn bridg-
es,’ that’s been a philosophy that has 
been important to me,” Cleveland 
said. “I tell them, ‘We live in a grey 
area; things aren’t necessarily right 
or wrong and you’ve got to get com-
fortable with the grey area because 
what you want to do is make deci-
sions that are best for students, best 
for the college all around.’”

In his work with specific identi-
ty groups, Dean Cleveland acknowl-
edged both the advances the school 
has made and the strides it still needs 
to take. He referenced his efforts to 
make LGBTQ students feel more 
welcome.

“Early on in the 90’s, I had a stu-
dent who was my advisee come in 
and want to fly the rainbow flag from 
the flagpole. I found out then that 
Whitman only flies the American 
flag and so I took it to the President’s 
cabinet and we agreed to fly it and we 
hung it in the center of campus… I’m 
very proud of those things,” he said.

The flag then flew, but diversity 
on campus remained an often over-
looked issue. This manifested in the 
state of clubs championing diversity 
at the time:

“There wasn’t a logical place for 
them to meet. They’d be in nooks and 
crannies in the Reid center; they’d 
meet in classrooms; they’d meet 
wherever they could,” he recalled.

In this challenge, he saw an op-
portunity. Formerly the senior art 
studio, the Glover-Alston center was 
at the time in a state of disarray. The 
new art center was soon built and an 
idea came to Dean Cleveland.

“My thought was, ‘Wow. We 
could take that house,’ it’s a beautiful 
house, the bones are there, ‘and turn 
it into a center where diversity clubs 
could meet.’ It took us a while to get 
it going, but the chair of the diversi-
ty committee at that time was Judge 
[James] Robart and he, with the di-
versity committee along with me and 
students, came up with the concept 
and put it together.”

Much of his legacy seems 
grounded in the improvement of stu-
dent resources. Along with the na-
tion, Whitman has begun to improve 
its support of students with psycho-
logical issues. Though certainly an 
ongoing issue, Dean Cleveland takes 
pride in the steps the college has tak-
en.

“It’s sometimes difficult to help 
them be successful. Virtually all of 
them graduate and they do well, but 
there’s oftentimes a period of time 
that’s really hard for them and we 
try to help them work through that.  
That’s been a big change probably in 
the last 15 years,” he observed.

A lot has changed under his 
watch over the past 36 years and 
Dean Cleveland seems to think the 
time is ripe for another, both for him-
self and Whitman.

“It’s just time. I think Whitman 
will benefit from a new vision and 
a new voice and you tend to know 
when the time is right. So, while I 
have no qualms leaving, when I walk 
out that door for the last time, I’m 
not quite sure, I worry about being 
bored, but I don’t think I will be.”

36 Years of Chuck

Correction to Issue 3
The article “Whitman tennis 

starting off hot” on page 
1 was written by Quinn 

Salkind.

The Walla Walla Special 
Olympics was founded in the 

1960s, not 2012. 

State Legislature debates 
ending death penatly

The debate over capital pun-
ishment has deep roots in the 
state. Washington’s death pen-
alty has been abolished–and re-
stored–twice in state history: first 
in 1913, when a Seattle represent-
ative named Frank P. Goss passed 
a bill to eliminate it, and again 
after a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing in 1972 maintained that cap-
ital punishment was unconsti-
tutional. Washington reinstat-
ed the death penalty in 1976 af-
ter amending its sentencing pro-
cedures to include a bifurcated tri-
al process in which the same jury 
determines guilt first and punish-
ment second. To be a juror in a 
murder trial in Washington, a per-
son must tell the court that he or 
she is comfortable imposing the 
death penalty. Though this ar-
rangement attempts to ensure that 
juries across the state will be con-
sistent in their decisions, it neces-
sarily excludes citizens who can-
not condone capital punishment.

“You create a system that 
is self-fulfilling if you won’t let 
people sit on juries who don’t 
believe in the death penalty,” 
Heather Hayes, Chair and Assis-
tant Professor of Rhetoric Stud-
ies at Whitman College, said.

---

Around ten o’clock on the 
night of January 4, 1993, Timo-
thy Kaufman-Osborn stood out-
side the Washington State Pen-
itentiary in Walla Walla. A lit-
tle after midnight on January 5, 
Westley Allan Dodd would face 
the death penalty on three counts 
of aggravated first-degree mur-
der. Not only would Dodd’s ex-
ecution be the first in Washing-
ton State in 27 years, but it would 
also be the first legal hanging 
in the United States since 1965.  

Kaufman-Osborn, the Bak-
er Ferguson Professor of Pol-
itics and Leadership at Whit-
man College, was one of 12 peo-
ple to show up in opposition to 
the death penalty on the night 
of Dodd’s execution. Over 200 
people were present to support 
it. Kaufman-Osborn remem-
bers seeing a sign saying, “What 
the Heck, Stretch His Neck.”

Some people brought minia-
ture nooses. At midnight, some-
body in the crowd popped the 
cork of a champagne bottle.

“On the one hand I was hor-
rified by the spectacle,” Profes-
sor Kaufman-Osborn said. “On 
the other hand, as a good academ-
ic, I was fascinated by it. I had 
never studied capital punishment 
as an academic area of inquiry.”

Dodd’s execution threw Kauf-
man-Osborn into activism. While 
teaching at Whitman, he pub-
lished a book on the politics of the 
death penalty titled From Noose 
To Needle: Capital Punishment 
and the Late Liberal State. He also 
became a vocal member of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), an organization which 
advocates for the abolition of the 
death penalty nationwide. Wash-
ington is one of 31 states in the 
country that implements the death 
penalty, but 2017 just may be the 
year the state abolishes death row.

---

Timothy Kaufman-Os-
born has focused most of his re-
search on the unequal applica-
tion of death sentences in Wash-
ington state. Kaufman-Osborn 
likened capital punishment to “a 
rigged lottery”–not all offenders 
are treated equally. As an exam-
ple, in 2003, Gary Ridgway (of-
ten called the “Green River Kill-
er”) pled guilty to 48 counts of ag-
gravated first-degree murder. De-
spite being the most prolific seri-
al murderer in state history, Ridg-
way struck a plea deal with the 
King County prosecutor and was 
spared a death sentence in ex-
change for helping law enforce-

ment officers locate the bodies of 
41 missing victims. “So you’ve got 
arguably the most heinous mur-
derer in Washington State…who 
will live out the rest of his life in 
a cell,” Kaufman-Osborn said, 
“whereas if you look at the num-
ber of victims of those who re-
main on death row now…the 
body count is considerably lower.”

---

The exorbitant cost of death 
sentencing compounds the issue of 
unequal application. A 2015 Seat-
tle University study found that, on 
average, a death penalty sentence 
costs the state $1 million more than 
a sentence to life without parole.

“Capital cases are tre-
mendously expensive to con-
duct, especially as you go 
through the whole appeals pro-
cess,” Kaufman-Osborn said.

He noted that, because of 
the high expense, prosecutors in 
eastern counties are less likely to 
pursue capital punishment than 
their wealthier Western counter-
parts, “not because they think it 
should not be sought but because 
they realize it is going to gut the 
coffers of county governments.”

Of the 78 men executed in 
the state of Washington since 
1904, only 22 have come from 
counties east of the Cascades.

Data also suggests that in in-
terracial homicides nationwide, 
black offenders with white vic-
tims are ten times more like-
ly to be sentenced to death than 
white offenders whose victims 
are black. “If we can demonstrate 
the system is classist, racist–for 
which there are just reams of ev-
idence–how can that possibly be 
just?” Kaufman-Osborn said.

---

Scott Odem worked as a law 
enforcement officer in Walla Wal-
la for 25 years. He is now a Clas-
sifications Officer working with 
minimum security inmates at the 
Washington State Penitentiary.

“I’ve seen personally what 
human beings can do to one anoth-
er,” he said.

Odem understands why many 
people believe the death penal-
ty is fair punishment for heinous 
crimes.

“I’ve seen the victims in that 
condition and … [there are] a lot 
of emotions that start swirling 
around,” Odem said.

Professor Hayes agreed that 
the main argument for the death 
penalty is retributive.

“People that support the death 
penalty…[use] purely a punitive 
rhetoric,” she said.

According to Hayes, the pre-
vailing sentiment among death 
penalty defenders is that the 
crimes committed by inmates on 
death row are “so awful they don’t 
deserve to continue to live among 
us.”

---

“The anti-death-penal-
ty sentiment now is greater than 
it has been,” said Keith Far-
rington, Professor of Sociolo-
gy and The Laura and Carl Pe-
terson Endowed Chair of So-
cial Science at Whitman College.

But, Farrington wrote in an 
email, “it is still the case that the 
majority of Americans nation-
ally support the use of the death 
penalty capital as an appropri-
ate penalty for certain kinds of 
criminal murder conviction.” Bill 
5354 is currently in Senate com-
mittee. It has a long way to go.

from CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, page 1

Whitman Professor Jackson weighs 
in on Supreme Court Nominee
O

ne week after President 

Trump nominated Neil Gor-

such for the position of As-

sociate Justice to replace the late 

Justice Scalia, Wire reporter Kate 

Grumbles sat down with Assis-

tant Professor Jack Jackson from 

the Politics department. Below is a 

partial transcript from that inter-

view. Minimal edits made for the 

purpose of clarity and concision.

What is the likelihood that Gor-

such will be appointed to the Su-

preme Court?

That’s maybe a question for 
all of us to answer- what kind of 
pressure will be put on the Dem-
ocrats. He only needs a majority 
vote in the Senate. The Republi-
cans have the majority, it’s hard to 
imagine the Republicans breaking 
away and voting against him. If it 
comes up to a majority vote, he’s 
almost certain to be confirmed to 
the Court. The question is: will 
Democrats filibuster? If the Dem-
ocrats filibuster, then the Senate 
needs 60 votes to cut off debate. 
Your guess is as good as mine as 
to whether the Democrats will fil-
ibuster. I think the protests that 
have been happening around the 
country… the intensity in terms of 
passion and also numbers against 
President Trump will make it more 
likely…that democrats might fili-
buster. I believe that Senator Mer-
kley from Oregon has said that he 
would filibuster. Minority lead-
er Democrat Chuck Schumer, as 
of this date, has not committed. If 
the Democrats filibuster then it be-
comes a different question.

How will Gorsuch’s position 

on the court be different than 

Scalia’s?

It’s very hard to predict jus-
tices. Many justices change over 
time, they don’t live up to the ex-
pectations of those who nominate 
them. Just to give you an exam-
ple, one of the great liberals of the 
Court, in its history…Justice Wil-
liam Brennan was appointed by 
conservative Republican Dwight 
Eisenhower. Another example, the 
author of the opinion making same 
sex marriage constitutional under 
equal protection of the due process 
grounds was Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy. Justice Anthony Kennedy 
was appointed by arch conserva-
tive Ronald Reagan. I think it’s al-
ways a bit tricky to put too much 
stock into predicting what Justic-
es will do. Nonetheless, I think 
it would not be unfair to say, that 
from his writings…one would im-
agine that Justice Gorsuch would 
follow in the mold of Justice Scalia 
on a variety of issues in the Court. 
In this sense he would be a true re-
placement for Scalia.

Is Judge Gorsuch an originalist, 

what does it mean to be an orig-

inalist?

Gorsuch very much so follows 
in the tradition of Justice Scalia, 
being an originalist and a textu-
alist. As an originalist and textu-
alist, he’s looking at the precise 
meanings of the words in the Con-
stitution and and the statute when 
they were written. He’s not looking 
at, say, the legislative history be-
hind the Constitution, or the draft-
ing history behind the Constitution 

or the legislative history behind 
the statute. Nor is he looking for 
the spirit of the law, he’s looking at 
the text and, as best he can deter-
mine, its original fixed meanings 
at the time the text was written.

How do you think Justice Gor-

such will impact Roe v. Wade?

Because he’s replacing Jus-
tice Scalia, the impact will not be 
immediate. That is to say that Jus-
tice Scalia always thought Roe v. 
Wade was wrong, and always vot-
ed to overturn it. It’s quite like-
ly that Judge Gorsuch, if you read 
his writings, will very much do 
the same. He will vote to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, along with other pri-
vacy cases. Now, again, because 
he’s replacing a vote on the court 
that was already hostile, it will not 
change. If Roe is overturned, Jus-
tice Gorsuch will no doubt be a 
key part of that majority opinion.

What will the next 30 years look 

like for the Supreme Court?

One presumes an American 
Republic in 30 years, I don’t think 
that’s a safe assumption. No possi-
bility to make a prediction. Several 
of the justices will be in their 80’s 
during the Trump administration. 
If one, two, or three of those justic-
es leave the court, then Trump has 
the capacity to replace them. Espe-
cially if it’s Justice Breyer or Jus-
tice Ginsburg, we could have one 
of the most right wing Supreme 
Courts in our history that would be 
locked in for perhaps the next 25 to 
30 years, assuming we have a re-
public for the next 25 to 30 years.

by NICK MAAHS
Staff Reporter

Chuck Cleveland is set to retire after 
this school year.  Photo by James Baker.

Dean of Students Chuck 
Cleveland reflects on his 
Whitman College legacy
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Emission Control
by ANDY MONSERUD
Staff Reporter

Brandon Bishop has gotten off 
to a running start on his sec-
ond semester as Whitman’s 

Sustainability Coordinator. In the 
last few months, Bishop’s office has 
been involved in the creation and 
takeover of several campus sustain-
ability programs, old and new, where 
he and a growing group of students 
are seeking new ways to expand the 
office’s outreach on campus and pur-
sue its goal of carbon-neutrality.

 
An Action Plan

Bishop entered his position in 
September with the express goal of 
ensuring the college’s progress to-
ward the Climate Action Plan it 
adopted last May. That plan aims to-
ward total carbon neutrality by 2050 
through a combination of emis-
sions reductions and carbon offsets.

The first milestone of that plan 
is rapidly approaching; the plan 
aimed to reduce emissions by 50 
percent between 2013 levels and 
2020. Also scheduled for 2020 
are the complete offset of emis-
sions from electricity and natu-
ral gas use and a plan to introduce 
solar power sources on campus.

Whitman’s first on-campus so-
lar panels will be atop the dining 
and residence halls currently being 
built behind Anderson Hall, Bish-
op said, producing a total of 116 kil-
owatts of electricity. The college 
is also currently purchasing about 
17 megawatts in Renewable Ener-
gy Credits (RECs), that offset emis-
sions by paying for the maintenance 
of renewable energy sources else-
where in the country (Whitman’s 
for example, are from wind tur-
bines in Colorado). Bishop stressed 
that RECs are a short-term solution.

“Eventually, our plan is to 
wean our way off of renewable en-
ergy credits,” he said, “because 
that’s not true carbon neutrality.”

The plan also includes ways to 
directly reduce emissions through 
reduced energy use, including in-
itiatives by students and the col-
lege alike. Progress in that arena  is 
difficult to measure. The most re-
cent data available on Whitman’s 
emissions is from 2013, and while 
Bishop plans to conduct evalua-
tions yearly starting with this year, 
that report is not yet complete.

From Coordinator to Office

Some of those efforts to re-
duce emissions are brought to the ta-
ble by student partners of the Sus-
tainability Office. Those part-
ners include interns and employ-
ees who report to Bishop, which 
senior Dani Hupper, ASWC Sus-
tainability Chair, says is a signifi-
cant change from the tenure of Bish-
op’s predecessor, Tristan Sewell, 
who operated more on his own.

“Brandon really has a vision 
of having leadership positions in 
the office of sustainability,” Hup-
per said. “He’s trying to make it the 
office of sustainability, not just the 
sustainability coordinator. He’s re-
ally trying to grow it, and that’s 
something new and different.”

Bishop confirmed that obser-
vation.

“My long-term goals are to de-
velop us into an office of sustaina-
bility where we have student aca-
demic interns, where we have stu-
dent work-study interns, and they 
are all working on a variety of pro-
jects,” Bishop said. “That way, 
you’re hitting all of the points of 
sustainability around the campus.”

All told, eight students current-
ly work for programs under the um-
brella of the Office of Sustainabil-
ity, including two interns for the 
bike-sharing program which the Of-
fice took over from ASWC last se-
mester; five from the college’s “ze-
ro-waste” recycling initiative, which 
began as a student project long be-
fore Bishop’s arrival; and an out-
reach coordinator, an entirely new 
position filled two weeks ago. All 
are paid, in part through work-
study and in part through the Of-
fice’s discretionary fund, with the 
exception of the zero-waste interns.

The Outreach Coordinator posi-
tion is occupied by sophomore Gene-
an Wrisley. Her responsibilities in-
clude promoting programs affili-
ated with the Office of Sustaina-
bility as well as making the office 
more visible on and off-campus.

“Basically, what I’ve been do-
ing so far is trying to gain aware-
ness on campus for the fact that we 
have a Sustainability Office, the fact 
that there’s the bikeshare program 
and different events,” Wrisley said.

She is also tasked with keep-
ing Whitman involved with sustain-
ability initiatives off campus. Wris-
ley has been reaching out to oth-
er colleges in the region in prep-

aration for the Washington High-
er Education Sustainability Con-
ference, that will be held at Gon-
zaga University this weekend.

Wrisley is currently the only 
Sustainability Office worker not af-
filiated with a particular program, 
but Bishop says he hopes to change 
that. Other open positions include 
an energy assistant, who would 
help find ways to decrease ener-
gy use on campus, and an as-yet 
unnamed position that would help 

Bishop to work with the city to bet-
ter coordinate sustainability in-
itiatives on and around campus.

For now, staffing and out-
reach are the biggest ways that the 
office is growing, but in the long 
term it may also expand its physical 
space. Bishop currently works out 
of a small, windowless office in the 
Physical Plant, but he hopes some-
day to have an office closer to stu-
dents, he says. Other ideas include 
an exhibition space for professors 

and sustainability staff to use for ed-
ucational purposes. As of right now, 
both of those ideas are distant hy-
potheticals, Bishop says, but Wris-
ley offered her support for them.

“Having a sustainability office 
is a start, but some schools have a 
building dedicated to sustainabili-
ty. We have a closet,” Wrisley said. 
“And so things like that, I think, are 
really frustrating, but I think that 
that’s a first step toward trying to 
make Whitman really walk its talk.”

Infographic by Peter Eberle

Sustainability office at Whitman sets its sights on carbon neutrality

The push 
for gender 

inclusive 
bathrooms 

at Whitman

This time next year, 
more bathrooms around 
the Whitman cam-

pus could be added or con-
verted to be gender inclusive.

ASWC President Arthur 
Shemitz, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Juli Dunn, and other mem-
bers of the Whitman community 
are pushing for more gender inclu-
sive bathrooms on campus, pub-
lic restrooms that people of any 
gender or gender identity can use.

Shemitz would like to see a 
commitment from the college to 
add or convert a bathroom every 
year.

“I understand that the college 
is going through fiscal challenges, 
but it would be a really great com-
mitment and in only a few years 
we could get to the point where we 
have a gender inclusive bathroom 
in every building,” Shemitz said.

Last year, Dunn conducted an 
audit determining which build-
ings on campus had gender inclu-
sive bathrooms. Academic build-
ings were found to have a dispro-
portionately low number, the sci-
ence building and Olin having 
none at all. The college’s maps 
were updated last summer with 
the information gathered from the 
audit and can be found on the back 
of the College Planner/Handbook. 

Dunn is working with Com-
munications to make sure there 
are clear signs indicating the 
bathrooms that are already 
gender inclusive bathrooms.

One problem is the acces-
sibility of these existing bath-
rooms. While there is one in the 
Reid Campus Center, the bath-
room is in a meeting room. If 
there is a meeting taking place, or 
the room is locked, the bathroom 
is inaccessible.  

“Whitman should be a 
place where everyone feels wel-

come,” Dunn said. “If you feel 
isolated or excluded for one of 
your most basic needs, I think 
it would be difficult to feel wel-
come anywhere on campus.”

In December of 2016, the 
Washington State House of Rep-
resentatives pre-filed a bill that 
would limit transgender people’s 
access to gender-segregated facil-
ities, such as public restrooms. If 
passed, it would block transgen-

der people from using facilities 
corresponding to their gender, un-
less they have had genital surgery. 
With the possibility of legislators 
writing discrimination into state 
law, it makes a commitment from 
the college even more significant.

Susanne Beechey, the di-
rector of the Gender Studies 
Department at Whitman Col-
lege, believes that gender inclu-
sive bathrooms are one way the 
college can enact its commit-
ment to equity, inclusion and ac-
cess for all gender identities.

“Having a safe and comfort-
able place to pee is a basic pre-
requisite for an equitable learn-
ing environment,” Beechey said.

According to the 2015 U.S. 
Transgender Survey, 59 per-
cent of transgender people avoid-
ed bathrooms in the last year 
because they feared confron-
tations in public restrooms at 
work, school or other places.

For Shemitz, the issue is both 

one of gender inclusivity and ac-
cessibility. “When we’re talk-
ing about bathrooms, one of the 
major issues that has swept the 
nation in recent years is think-
ing about access to bathrooms 
for people who are transgen-
der and gender nonconforming, 
but we also can’t forget the fact 
that a lot of bathrooms are real-
ly difficult to access for people 
with various disabilities and mo-
bility challenges,” said Shemitz.

Gender inclusive restrooms 
are typically single stall spac-
es, which are also easier for peo-
ple who need to be accompanied 
in the restroom, parents with 
small children and people with 
disabilities who may need more 
space to navigate a wheelchair.

A project to renovate bath-
rooms and change how they look 
at Whitman has the opportunity to 
address dual civil rights issues; it 
is both a gender civil rights issue 
and a disability civil rights issue.

by LINDSEY BRODECK
Staff Reporter

Photo by Tywen Kelly

“When we’re talking 
about bathrooms, one 
of the major issues is... 
access to bathrooms 
for people who are 
transgender and gender 
nonconforming.”
Arthur Shemitz
ASWC President
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KnitWhits, a fiber arts and 
knitting club at Whit-
man, allows students to 

engage in conversation, and re-
lieve stress, while using yarn to 
harness their inner creativity.

KnitWhits is open to all Whit-
man students, regardless of expe-
rience level. The club is not con-
fined to simply knitting; members 
participate in many forms of fib-
er arts from crocheting to embroi-
dery, to sewing and even quilt-
ing. There are also supplies avail-
able for use at the club meetings.

Kaitlin Harrison is the cur-
rent President of the KnitWhits. 
She was taught to knit at the 
age of 10 and has since picked 
up crocheting as well. Har-
rison joined the club during 
her first year at Whitman, be-
cause she enjoys the conversa-
tion and community it brings.

“I like knitting. I like talk-
ing to people. It works real-
ly well,” Harrison said. “One of 
the really nice ways to occupy 
my brain while I’m knitting is to 
be with other people so you can 
talk about what you’re doing.”

Junior Elizabeth Green-
field is the former president of 
the KnitWhits, and upon return-
ing from Semester In the West, 
is once again an active member 
of the club. She joined in the fall 
of her first year at Whitman and 
has been knitting for 11 years.

Greenfield describes a typi-
cal KnitWhits meeting as a time 

for people to work on whatever 
project they brought, be it knit-
ting, spinning or sewing. It is 
also a time for people to come 
in with questions and learn new 
techniques. Their budget allows 
them to loan out needles and yarn 
to help students with no experi-
ence practice and learn the craft.

“It gives people who are ac-
tive in the knitting world to have 
a designated hour of the week to 
get going on a project,” Green-
field said. “It’s a good stress re-
liever. It’s a productive use of 
your time which can be help-
ful especially when you’re in ac-
ademia reading and writing 
things that are less tangible.”

Greenfield also highlight-
ed the relevance of knitting in to-
day’s industry of fast fashion. 
Knitting and other fiber arts al-
low one to choose handmade 
clothing over companies that op-
erate under philosophies of quick 
manufacturing and cheap prices.

“There’s ways that knitting 
can show your support for some-
thing and also show support for 
handmade clothing as opposed 
to fast fashion,” Greenfield said.

An avid member of the knit-
ting-world, Greenfield has made 

her presence known in the Wal-
la Walla community, knit-
ting hats for the women and sci-
ence marches, online through 
her blog and during her semes-
ter on Semester In the West, 
where she made hats for her peers.

“At this point I’m just try-
ing to be a mentor to those who 
are interested,” Greenfield 
said.“The KnitWhits are just 
a non-judgemental group and 
we’re happy to teach people.”

Izzy Sherwood-Reid, a first-
year, is an active member of the 
KnitWhits who joined in the fall 
of 2016. Knitting since she was 
four years old, Sherwood-Re-
id has also learned to embroider, 
spin wool, weave and sew. She at-
tends KnitWhit meetings to take 
a break from her schoolwork. 

“I try to be creative every-
day but it’s hard to make it a pri-
ority so it’s nice to have a set 
time for it,” Sherwood-Reid said.

KnitWhits is a club where 
she can be social with a group 
of people that she shares a com-
mon interest with. The club 
meets by the fireplace mak-
ing it a warm, relaxing and med-
itative environment to be in.

For students just get-
ting started, Sherwood-Re-
id recommends patience.

“Stick with it,” Sher-
wood-Reid said. “Yarn is for-
giving. It won’t get mad at you 
and it’s not just for old people.”

KnitWhits meets week-
ly on Tuesdays (7:00-8:00 
p.m.) and Saturdays (4:00-5:30 
p.m.) in the Reid Coffeehouse.

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Spotlight On Students: KnitWhits

Junior Elizabeth Greenfield (above) works on a project at a KnitWhits meeting. 
Greenfield is a knitting veteran of 11 years.  Photo by Samarah Uribe

The zany, self-referential and 
ridiculous antics of the Dark 
Knight’s LEGO equiva-

lent continue in Warner Anima-
tion Group’s new animated fea-
ture, “The LEGO Batman Mov-
ie,” a spin-off of the 2014 smash 
hit, “The LEGO Movie” focus-
ing on the Batman character.

Will Arnett returns as the 
titular character, the widely be-
loved vigilante of Gotham City 
who foils a nefarious scheme by 
the Joker (Zack Galifanakis) to 
seize power, while also ignor-
ing his pleas to be recognized as 
the Caped Crusader’s arch-ene-
my. Soon afterwards, a new po-
lice commissioner, Barbara Gor-
don, steps up the town’s police 
force to more even footing with 

Batman, and the town’s super-
villains are quickly imprisoned. 
Batman soon finds himself una-
ble to handle a world without vil-
lains, and is left to handle the task 
of raising his accidentally adopt-
ed son, Dick Grayson, while con-
tinuing to investigate what he be-
lieves to be a plot against Gotham.

Much like “The LEGO Mov-
ie,” this new spinoff has the organ-
ic feel of a child imagining a plot 
out of their favorite characters, 
without any particular regard to 
“Batman” series mythology. That 
said, however, it feels much more 
like a “Batman” movie than a 
“LEGO” movie. Aside from some 
brief references to “master build-
ers” and a few unexpected char-
acters late in the film, it generally 
seems to be taking place in a wacky 
cartoon version of the DC Com-
ics universe, which just happens 

to be made out of LEGO bricks. 
The film focuses less on its uni-
verse than it does on its characters.

On the voice acting front, Ar-
nett once again delivers a stellar 
performance as a pompous, self-
aggrandizing and overcompensat-
ing Batman. The film somewhat 
expands on his characterization 
from the original film, exploring 
his inability to properly cope with 
his lack of a family and the conse-
quences of his loner lifestyle. Mi-
chael Cera shines as Dick Gray-
son, giving an exuberant, bouncy 
performance as Batman’s adorably 
naive young ward. Ralph Fiennes, 
who takes on the role of Batman’s 
butler Alfred, achieves a stellar 
mix of wit and sympathy in his in-
teractions with Arnett’s manchild 
Dark Knight. This main trio is the 
core of the film; the remainder of 
the characters are largely service-

able, but don’t add a lot. Rosario 
Dawson is adequate as Barbara 
Gordon, while Galifanakis feels 
generally miscast as the Joker.

Much like its predecessor, 
“LEGO Batman” features gor-
geously detailed animation, truly 
immersing viewers in the feeling 
of the onscreen world. The Bat-
cave is particularly stunning, with 
Batman’s signature devices and 
vehicles rendered rather creative-
ly in the format. Furthermore, the 
film is jam-packed with delight-
ful Easter eggs for fans of any era 
of Batman. These range from Bat-
man quoting his counterpart from 
the 1989 film “Batman,” to musi-
cal cues directly recalling similar 
ones from “The Dark Knight,” to 
Batman recalling his feud with Su-
perman in “Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice,” to even the de-
lightfully infamous “Shark-Repel-

lent Bat-Spray” from Adam West’s 
“Batman: The Movie” on display 
in the Batcave. While the refer-
ences risk coming across as pan-
dering at times, they are generally 
good-natured and amusing enough 
to work both in and out of context.

Overall, “The LEGO Batman 
Movie” is a giddy, hyperactive and 
laugh-at-loud animated funfest 
that makes no reservations about 
its intent to provide a silly good 
time for all. It never reaches the 
existential and narrative heights 
of “The LEGO Movie,” but when 
a character that generally func-
tioned as comic relief the first time 
around is moved to center stage 
without a fundamental change in 
character, that’s to be expected. 
The film comes at a strong rec-
ommendation for fans of anima-
tion, LEGOs, Batman, silly humor 
and old-fashioned cartoon antics.

Review: “The Lego Batman Movie”
by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

Artist Spotlight: 
Robby Brothers, student cellist

One need not be a music ma-
jor to love music, as sen-
ior Robby Brothers shows.

Brothers, a geology major, 
is active in Whitman’s music de-
partment and considers music 
an important part of his life. He 
plays the cello along with the pi-
ano and mandola, and is currently 
working on composing an album.

The cello is his primary ac-
ademic instrument, as Broth-
ers finds its sound compelling. 

“It’s got a very partic-
ular tone,” Brothers said. 
“It’s the same tone as a hu-
man voice, the same range as 
a human voice, and I think 
that really speaks to people.”

Apart from playing for the 
Whitman Orchestra and tak-
ing private cello lessons, Broth-
ers enjoys picking out non-classi-
cal pieces, such as alternative in-
die songs, to play on his instru-
ment. For him, as it is for many 
other musicians, music is fun 
as well as academic. But it can 
also bring much more than that.

“It’s this different way that 
you can actually feel your emo-
tions more fully,” Brothers said. 
“[It’s a way to] actually work 
through some of them some-
times I’ll frequently play pi-
ano before I start practicing an-
other instrument because it gets 
me in a good mental space, or at 
least focuses my mental space.”

Brothers is grateful for all 
the guidance he has received 

from his parents and teachers.
“All of my teachers are 

so excited about [music], and 
I saw that excitement and was 
able to also feel it, which in it-
self is exciting,” Brothers said.

Also exciting is Brothers’ lat-
est project: an album of his own 
compositions. It will feature the 
mandola, but Brothers also wants 
to bring in the cello and piano.

Although he welcomes an-
yone interested in buying a 
copy of his album to reach out 
to him, Brothers is not record-
ing the album for fame or mon-
ey. In part, his philosophy sur-
rounding making and shar-
ing music shaped why he de-
cided to embark on the project.

“It’s just something that I 
want to do and share with peo-
ple,” Brothers said. “I’m with a 
firm opinion that any sort of art 
is not completed until it’s been 
shared with people. It makes it 
feel real and complete, and you 
can no longer go back and fix it. 
People have heard it; it’s done.”

His album is also a prod-
uct of outside forces. Broth-
ers has been inspired by var-
ious other music artists.

“A friend of mine who’s now 

at Columbia Law School had 
this musical project going called 
‘Slow Dakota,’ and that more 
than anything has been what’s 
inspired me to make music; it’s 
what inspired me to do the al-
bum,” Brothers said. “Ben Folds 
as well, because I’m captured by 
very simple melodies that at the 
same time sound full and beau-
tiful. Music doesn’t have to be 
complicated or hard to be great.”

In making his album, Broth-
ers again returned to the idea of 
music being a way of feeling.

“My album’s an exam-
ple of me trying to capture emo-
tions in music,” Brothers said. 
“It’s grappling with where men-
tal illness meets real emotion...
finding the line between what 
is actually a real emotion and 
what is unhealthy and unhelp-
ful, and I think that’s something 
that words are very bad at ex-
plaining but music is very good 
at capturing in certain ways.”

Brothers does not plan to 
make music a career after grad-
uating from Whitman; howev-
er, he wants to keep music a part 
of his life. It is as much an activi-
ty as it is a way to gather himself.

“It’s a very personal thing for 
me,” Brothers said. “I play it for 
me mostly and there’s something 
that music captures that words 
don’t sometimes. It’s an outlet.”

With hard work, practice 
and a passion for music, Broth-
ers is now much more than a ge-
ology major, but an accom-
plished cellist and a fixture in 
the Whitman Music Department.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

“[T]here’s something that 
music captures that 
words don’t sometimes. 
It’s an outlet.”
Robby Brothers ‘17
Cellist, Whitman Orchestra

“Yarn is forgiving. It 
won’t get mad at you 
and it’s not just for old 
people.”
Izzy Sherwood-Reid ‘20
KnitWhits Member

Fiber arts club weaves student creativity and tangible expression

Robby Brothers (above) practices his cello in preparation for his forthcoming 
album.  Photo by Samarah Uribe
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Super Bowl LI: Patriots stun Falcons

The whole of the game between 
the New England Patriots and 
the Atlanta Falcons this past 

Sunday for Super Bowl LI lasted a 
little over four hours, yet the ball was 
only in play for a grand total of 16 
minutes. Those 16 minutes, howev-
er, contained one of the greatest foot-
ball games in the history of the sport.

At the start of the third quar-
ter, the Falcons were in the lead 21-3. 
They increased that lead to 28-3 after 
seven minutes. At the time, the big-
gest Super Bowl comeback had been 
10 points. Through the next 23 min-
utes of game time the Patriots, led by 
quarterback Tom Brady, had one of 
the greatest comebacks in sports his-
tory. The Pats scored 25 unanswered 
points, including two 2-point con-
versions, in the last five minutes to 
send it to overtime. They won 34-28.

While the game itself was tan-
talizing to watch, a lavish halftime 
show with a famous name and a cat-
alogue of somewhat “higher qual-
ity” advertisements have made 
this football game into a specta-
cle, with masses of people tuning in.

The game itself garnered a 

viewing audience of 112 million, in 
addition to the 70,000 fans in NRG 
Stadium in Houston, Texas. Regard-
less of any affiliation with the teams 
involved or an appreciation for the 
game of football, the Whitman com-
munity joined in on the historic game.

Izzy Dunn, a sophomore from 
Massachusetts, only caught part of 
the fourth quarter by chance passing 
through Reid Campus Center while 
New England was still down by plen-
ty. Although she is not a big sports 
fan, the Patriots had to have Dunn’s 
support as a Massachusetts native.

“I remember thinking that 
if [the Pats] won, that Tom Brady 
would be the best quarterback in his-
tory, at least according to my broth-
er,” she said.

However, Dunn’s mor-
al and political standing damp-
ened her support of her home side.

“I was definitely rooting for 
the Patriots ... only because they are 
my home team, because I have a lot 
of issues with some members of the 
team supporting Donald Trump.”

Regardless of political affilia-
tions, Tom Brady made a great case 
for being the best quarterback in his-
tory, and broke more than a few re-
cords along the way. “Touchdown 

Tom” won his record-breaking fifth 
Super Bowl and fourth Super Bowl 
MVP by breaking Bowl records 
for completions and passing yards.

However, with Tom Brady 
and the Patriots coach Bill Beli-
chick being the winningest coach-
quarterback combo in history, it 
is safe to assume that they have 
their fair share of haters. But for 
the die-hard Pats fans, that made 
the comeback so much sweeter.

“It’s really impossible to de-
scribe how great the feeling of that 
comeback was, and I was just sit-
ting on a couch surrounded by peo-
ple who love to hate the Patriots. 
Looking at you, Alex Hwang,” said 
Mike Dunne, a sophomore Bos-
tonian and fervent Patriots fan.

Professors were also in on the 
action too. Stacy Edmonson, a pro-
fessor for the math department at 
Whitman, is a pronounced football 
fan, although her team, the Chica-
go Bears, did not make the play-
offs for the Super Bowl. While her 
motivations were to watch a good 
football game, especially from a 
dominating team like the Patri-
ots, she was aware that not eve-
ryone had the same reasons.

“While the game itself is as 

good of a reason as any to watch, 
I think a lot of people tune in for 
the halftime show, the commer-
cials, but also simply to hang out 
with friends,” Edmondson said.

Henry Phillips, senior, pas-
sive Falcons fan and appreciator of 
the game, echoed these sentiments.

“What I like most about 
[watching] professional sports 
is when players make big plays, 
you are just in awe that a human 
could do something like that. But 
I felt like some people I watched 
[the game] with watched it be-
cause they felt like they had to, like 
it was a cultural event,” he said.

The Super Bowl has a lit-
tle something for everyone. Fun-
ny commercials, a live concert and 
a high-stakes football game. While 
the pertinence of all the fanfare can 
be debated, the Super Bowl’s abili-
ty to pull half of the country to their 
television screens for four hours can-
not. Whether it is college kids us-
ing it as an excuse to throw a par-
ty or an Atlanta neighborhood hav-
ing a watching event turned sour, 
the relevance of this simple game 
of football to the Whitman commu-
nity and the country does not ap-
pear to be dying down anytime soon.

by JESSE SINDELAR
Staff Reporter

Many more swimmers 
achieved personal records and po-
dium spots to set and maintain the 
lead for the Blues as they claimed 
these historic conference victories.

As the rest of the team un-
winds and celebrates a memora-
ble season, Selznick, Hallstein, 
Sun, Weinstein, senior Sean Tera-
da and the women’s 400 free and 
200 IM relay teams are waiting 
to hear if their times made the cut 
for nationals. They are already 
back in the water preparing for 
the opportunity to face the Divi-
sion III’s best in Texas in March.

While Whitman swim-
ming was winning conference ti-
tles in Federal Way, men’s bas-
ketball was just a few miles away 
at Pacific Lutheran Universi-
ty claiming a trophy of their own.

The team clinched the 2017 
conference championship Sun-
day in an 87-58 rout of the Lutes. 
Whitman shared the title with Pa-
cific and Willamette in 1987, 
but this gave the men their 
first outright title since 1981.

With a record of 23-0, #2 
ranked Whitman is one of three 
NCAA teams of any division to re-
main undefeated. Whitman joins 
Eastern Washington neighbor 
DI Gonzaga and DII side North-
west Missouri State in this feat.

Junior Tim Howell and soph-
omore Joey Hewitt each put up 17 
points Sunday to lead the Blues to 
victory. The team set itself up for 
the title by ousting the University of 
Puget Sound 92-87 the night before.

NCAA tournament bids are 
decided by the NWC tournament, 
which features the top four confer-
ence finishers. Holding the top spot 
means Whitman will host the fourth 
place seed on Thursday, Feb. 23.

Both the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball teams return home 
this weekend to take on Lew-
is and Clark and George Fox.

SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL
Men’s
at University of Puget Sound Feb. 10: W 92-87
at Pacific Lutheran University Feb. 11: W 87-58
Women’s
at University of Puget Sound Feb. 10: L 82-89 OT
at Pacific Lutheran University Feb. 11: W 73-43

TENNIS
Women’s
at Willamette University Feb. 11: W 9-0
at Pacific University Feb. 11: W 9-0

BASEBALL
at Claremont-Mudd-Scripps Colleges 
Feb. 11    L 6-7       W 6-2 
Feb. 12       W 10-6       W8-4

SWIMMING
Men’s
at Northwest Conference Championship
Feb. 12 1st Place: 547 points
Women’s
at Northwest Conference Championship
Feb. 12 1st Place: 622.5 points
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Though many across cam-
pus have expressed extreme 
annoyance with the seem-

ingly never-ending winter ex-
perienced by Walla Walla this 
year, few have been more frus-
trated than many of the athletes 
on our campus. The snow cover-
ing the ground has forced prac-
tices for baseball, lacrosse and 
ultimate frisbee teams indoors.

Many teams found them-
selves competing for practice 
time in the multipurpose gym 
in Sherwood Center, which cre-
ated a variety of difficulties.

“First, we play on grass and 
moving to a court surface is prob-
lematic. Ultimate incorporates 
many changes of direction in 
quick succession, and it’s hard-
er to do in shoes than cleats. Sec-
ond, we’ve had a number of inju-
ries from person-to-person col-
lisions on the court, as well as a 
number of players running into 
the walls while making plays on 
the disc. Playing in such a con-
fined space is dangerous for our 
sport. Third, scheduling practice 
times has become a nightmare 
with every sport needing to share 
court space,” said Robbie Farwell, 
a sophomore captain for the Whit-
man Sweets ultimate frisbee team.

Lucas Thrun, a sophomore 
baseball player, felt the team was 
able to use their indoor experience 
to their advantage for a sunny 
weekend in California last week-
end. In their first outdoor play of 
the semester of the season, the 
team beat the Claremont-Mudd-
Scripps Colleges team in three of 
four matchups this past weekend.

“We were far more excited 
to be playing baseball on a field 
and to give it everything we had, 
rather than sit back and think, 
‘but what if we had been able to 
practice on our field?’ That pos-
itive outlook helped us stay re-

laxed, helped us pick each oth-
er up and got us some wins. If 
anything, it’s made us more ex-
cited to go out to any ball-
park and win some games.”

Farwell felt the opposite. 
“All things considered, we’ve 
played beautifully for not hav-
ing practiced outside as a team 
since mid-December. It’s ear-
ly in the spring season, and eve-
ryone has improved tremendous-

ly over the course of the fall, but 
being limited to just indoor prac-
tices so far this term has ad-
versely affected our team’s pre-
paredness for our spring sea-
son tournaments,” he said.

Not only has adapting play 
been a difficulty, but many 
teams have struggled with try-
ing to practice with the limit-
ed availability of the multipur-
pose gym. “The MP gym sched-
ule gets loaded heavily when the 
fields freeze over. We’ve had 
a number of practices late into 
the evening and it can be diffi-
cult for student athletes to man-
age work time,” Farwell said.

For the baseball team, the 
completion of the new Bor-
leske Stadium indoor practice fa-
cility could not have been bet-
ter timed. “In years past, dur-

ing rough weather, the team 
would practice in the multipur-
pose gym, with gym floors be-
ing the only surface we could 
practice on. With the building of 
the new indoor facility last year, 
we have been able to practice in 
a much more baseball-specif-
ic facility, complete with turf and 
pitching mounds,” Thrun said.

Though this is not the first 
time weather has affected athlet-
ic seasons (wildfire smoke has 
moved practices inside in pre-
vious years), this was the long-
est practice disruption in recent 
memory. Spring athletes across 
campus are going to be relieved to 
see the snow continue to melt and 
for practicing outside to return as 
a possibility. Only time will tell 
if a disrupted start to practicing 
will affect these teams’ seasons.

by ARIE KNOPS
Staff Reporter

Sports teams snowed in

First year Hailey Mount and junior Emma Bishop work out with the women’s lacrosse team. Lacrosse is one of many spring 
teams forced to train inside by snow-covered outdoor fields. Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

“If anything, it’s made us 
more excited to go out 
to any ballpark and win 
some games.”
Lucas Thrun ‘19
Baseball Player

Men’s basketball 
claims regular season 

conference title
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Santana-Acuña explains that 
while a majority of the people 
who bought the book in the recent 
surge have not read and likely will 
not read it, that doesn’t prevent 
them from talking about “1984” to 
voice their opinions and concerns.

“Not reading is not necessar-
ily something that deprives you 
from talking about the book,” 
Santana-Acuña said.

Thanks to articles in the 
“New Yorker,” the “Guardian” 
and other media outlets that refer 
to terms from the novel, like ‘new-
speak,’ ‘thought police’ and ‘min-
istry of truth,’ even those who 
have not read “1984” have access 
to the meaning behind certain ele-
ments of the novel.

“So even if you haven’t read 
‘1984,’ you read these [articles] 
and then you get a sense of what 
the book is about, and then you 
can engage in a conversation with 
other people about whether this 
current administration is going to 
be something similar to ‘1984,’” 
Santana-Acuña said.

In fact, Santana-Acuña ex-
plains, that is an integral part of 
what makes classics, classic.

“Classics are books that we 
may have not read, but we know 
details about them,” Santana-
Acuña said. “Non-reading is a so-
cial practice that can contribute to 
make more visible certain cultur-
al objects.”

Santana-Acuña is quick to 
mention, however, that many be-
lieve other pieces of literature out-
side of “1984” could be more use-
ful in grappling with American 
politics at the moment.

Huxley’s “Brave New World,” 
Atwood’s “The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
“The Children of Men” by P.D. 
James and Yevgeny Zamyatin’s 
“We” are just a few such pieces.

While non-reading contrib-
utes to the renewal of classics, 
reading the stories that have not 
achieved “1984”-level populari-
ty can open up a whole new field 
within which to search for inspira-
tion and possible solutions.

“One of the reasons why clas-
sics remain classics is because 
there is a pattern, which is that we 
tend to find in classics answers to 
universal problems of universal 
human nature, although I don’t be-

lieve that there is such a thing as 
universal human nature,” Santa-
na-Acuña said.

You can read an article San-
tana-Acuña recently published 
about the rise in sales of “1984” at 
booksandideas.net.

Viewing Trump 
Through Ethics

For Religion Professor Court-
ney Fitzsimmons, her class this 
semester entitled “Evil and Suf-
fering” has felt a little too real in 
light of the inauguration of Don-
ald Trump.

Fitzsimmons, who specializ-
es in Judaism and religious eth-
ics, focuses much of her research 
on structural evil and how we can 
approach the injustices that it pro-
duces as moral problems. Struc-
tural evil encompasses any struc-
tural inequality, from racism to 
homophobia.

Inspiration for Fitzsimmons’ 
research comes from the work of 
Iris Murdoch, an Irish philosopher 
who believes that good must be 
defined externally from humans. 
Fitzsimmons also studies why and 
how people ignore structural evil, 
examining historical instances, 
such as the holocaust, and exam-
ples that extend into the present, 
such as white privilege.

In applying these ideas to cur-
rent events, Fitzsimmons stud-
ies Trump’s actions through legal, 
ethical and moral codes. She em-
phasized that one must look objec-
tively at the legal and ethical im-
plications of Trump’s actions but 
also consider what to each per-
son’s moral compass affects what 
each person considers “right.”

Fitzsimmons emphasized the 
importance of comparing Trump’s 
actions to historical precedent.

“It is first of all important to 
distinguish between what is nor-
mal politically and what is not 
normal,” Fitzsimmons said.

According to Fitzsimmons, 
Trump’s Executive Order aimed 
at beginning the repeal of the Af-
fordable Healthcare Act can be 
viewed as a normal action that any 
Republican president might take. 
One may have moral objections to 
this executive order, but the stand-
ard of political norms offers a 
starting point for navigating such 
decisions. However, the Muslim 
Travel Ban, Fitzsimmons says, 
should not be considered normal.

“Having a ban discriminate 
against certain religions, certain 
parts of the world–that’s what 
we’ve called not normal,” Fitzsim-
mons said.

Recent controversial actions 
taken by Trump, including the 
travel ban, the executive order de-
signed to fulfill the promise of a 
wall along the Mexico-U.S. border 
and the advancement of the Key-
stone XL and Dakota Access pipe-

lines have been met with world-
wide responses from protests to 
legal objections. Some have said 
the Muslim Travel Ban is a di-
rect violation of the Protocol on 
the Status of Refugees treaty that 
was put into place in 1968 and 
many lawyers have been working 
to prove the illegal nature of this 
executive order.

Entrenched in our nation 
is not only a legal law against 
the Muslim travel ban, but also 
a sense of moral obligation to 
welcoming refugees coming 
from areas of violence. Profes-
sor Fitzsimmons explained how 
the horrific violence of the Hol-
ocaust has been ingrained in the 
minds of our nation through the 
presence of the Holocaust in our 
education and media. According 
to Fitzsimmons, the United States 
feels a moral sense of guilt for the 
denial of German Jewish refu-
gees and seeks to stop the repeat 
of this moral downfall.

“The omnipresence of that 
historical time period in the 
American moral imagination, 
that constant awareness that there 
was this time where there was 
this great moral failing, I think 
that in part is why you see such 
a dramatic response to what’s go-
ing on right now,” Fitzsimmons 
said.

In social and news media, 
connections between Hitler and 
Trump have often been drawn. 
However, Fitzsimmons express-
es skepticism in jumping to such 
conclusions.

“The historical context in 
which Hitler reigned and the his-
torical context right now–these 
are not the same,” Fitzsimmons 
said.

Although the likelihood of 
America becoming a nation com-
parable to Nazi Germany is not 
high, Fitzsimmons warns that 
certain trends in Trump’s admin-
istration should worry us.

“The constant theme in the 
administration of challenging the 
press, threatening to not be trans-
parent with the press anymore–
that should scare us. That should 
terrify us,” Fitzsimmons said.

Fitzsimmons leaves the 
Whitman community with a mes-
sage of hope. In the face of na-
tional events which have both le-
gal and moral implications, Whit-
man students have something to 
bring to the table: their passion 
and voice.

“If this is sincerely some-
thing that we really care about, 
finding ways in which we can get 
involved are actually not really 
hard,” Fitzsimmons said. “You 
guys don’t have any money to do-
nate, but you have time and you 
have energy and you have smarts, 
like you guys are all smart peo-
ple. We don’t need any more mon-
ey; we need smart people.”

Standing Up for Science

For Biochemistry Professor 
and Bangladeshi immigrant Da-
lia Rokhsana, the profound impact 
science has on the lives of every-
one is invaluable. However, with-
in the Trump administration she 
sees an upsetting disregard to-
wards science.

From the advancement of 
the Dakota Access and Keystone 
Pipelines to the attempt to defund 
of NASA’s earth science program 
and other scientific organizations 
and the dismantling rules pertain-
ing to coal mining near streams, 
Professor Rokhsana explained 
that Trump’s recent actions send 
the message that he does not val-
ue science. Rokhsana emphasized 
that this devaluing of science cre-
ates a disconnect between the sci-
entific community and the public. 
This in turn makes it difficult to 
cultivate an informed citizenry.

“If the scientific community 
is not providing us with what they 
are finding, there is a big com-
munication gap. And that is a big 
problem,” Rokhsana said.

Professor Rokhsana empha-
sized the importance of science in 
our society and the many benefits 
we gain from science.

“We are benefitting every 
single day from medicines, and 

electronics and computers. Eve-
rything is the product of scientif-
ic studies, and [Trump] doesn’t be-
lieve in science,” Rokhsana said.

Rokhsana described the vari-
ation in origin of the scientists she 
met on a research trip in Germa-
ny. This is an illustration of the 
way science can bring together 
people from many different back-
grounds. For many immigrant sci-
entists, like Rokhsana, coming to 
the United States for study or work 
opens a door to new opportuni-
ties. Collaboration among scien-
tists across the globe is a common 
occurrence and fosters innovation.

“It’s like a melting pot. Where 
people come together and work,” 
Rokhsana said.

Due to the collaborative na-
ture and large number of immi-
grant scientists, the Muslim Trav-
el Ban has had a large impact on 
the scientific community. Accord-
ing to Rokhsana, who is a Muslim 
immigrant, many universities and 
companies employ scientists from 

all over the world, including the 
banned countries. The travel ban 
could greatly hinder the ability of 
these scientists to travel to collab-
orate with one another.

In order to combat the media’s 
distorted portrayal of scientif-
ic facts, a group of over 80 Whit-

man professors from different dis-
ciplines formed a group called 
the Whitman Action Collective, 
which aims to provide the Whit-
man and Walla Walla community 
with reliable information in the ar-
eas of science and politics. Over-
whelmed by the swell of infor-
mation coming from all sides, the 
professors see their group as way 
to use their specific expertise to 
make a meaningful, decisive con-
tribution to the community. Rokh-
sana explains that reflecting on 
how specific groups can best con-
tribute is a good strategy for deal-
ing with what can feeling like an 
overwhelming political situation.

“Communities have to com-
partmentalize a little bit. This is 
what I can contribute and then try-
ing to learn about other things,” 
she said.

Along with the work of Whit-
man professors, Rokhsana sees 
the large representation of Wal-
la Walla at protests such as the 
Women’s March and the airport 
rally as a sign of hope.

“There are so many peo-
ple coming out and really be-
ing active. That’s something that 
I haven’t seen before–that active 
engagement in politics,” Rokh-
sana said.

Rokhsana emphasized the im-
portance of supporting those who 
are strongly affected by Trump’s 
actions.

“Some people say ‘I don’t 
feel it. This isn’t affecting me.’ 
But those who it is effecting, they 
are the ones who are suffering the 
most,” Rokhsana said.

Above all, Professor Rokh-
sana reminds us that science has 
made an invaluable impact on all 
of our lives.

“We need to push for science 
and make people aware that you 
are living, and breathing and ben-
efitting from science. We cannot 
neglect scientific fact,” Rokhsana 
said. “Even if you are not a scien-
tist, you can still advocate for sci-
ence.” 

from TRUMPISM, page 1

Illustration by Rannestad

“There are questions 
and answers in ‘1984’ 
to questions that we’re 
trying to find an answer 
to right now, especially 
after the inauguration 
of President Donald 
Trump.”
Alvaro Santana-Acuña
Assistant Professor of Sociology

“The constant theme in 
the administration of 
challenging the press, 
threatening not to be 
transparent with the 
press anymore–that 
should scare us.”
Courtney Fitzsimmons
Assistant Professor of Religion

“There are so many 
people coming out and 
really being active. 
That’s something that 
I haven’t seen before–
that active engagement 
in politics.”
Dalia Rokhsana
Assistant Professor of Computational 
and Bioinorganic Chemistry

where do we go from here?   

Politics in the age 
of Trump
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Voices from the Community What’s your favorite thing you quit?
Photos by Samarah Uribe & Caroline Ashford-Arya

THOMAS
MEINZEN 
Sophomore

 “Worrying.”

ALISSA
SOO
Junior

“Sometimes quitting means taking care 
of yourself. So when I’m swamped 
with homework or a lot of schoolwork 
I think taking the time to take care of 
yourself ... I don’t know, that’s not a 
good kind of quitting thing, but that’s 
me like ‘take a step back.’”

YANN
DARDONVILLE
First-year

“Eating meat.”

LAURA 
LAGESSE
Senior

“Being sick.”

In childhood, it started with 
the commercials on all of our 
favorite TV channels, but as 

we’ve gotten older, advertise-
ments have morphed and adapt-
ed with us and to us. Lately, no 
matter where you’re trying to 
go, you’re being sold 
something. Instagram 
has started its spon-
sored posts, with many 
of our beloved celebri-
ties selling us an assort-
ment of teas, vitamins, 
teeth whitening services 
and other unnecessary 
goods.

The advertisements 
shown on the sidebar of 
Facebook are derived 
from any number of al-
gorithms selecting for 
any of the following 
factors: age, location, 
interests, relationship 
status, education lev-
el, workplace, purchase 
behaviors or even de-
vice usage. If you have 
recently bought a pair 
of shoes online, that be-
comes known to adver-
tisers, and they may im-
mediately try to sell you 
even more shoes. In es-
sence, advertisers re-
duce everything they 
know about you as a 
person into sets of nu-
meric values, and then 
sell this information to corpora-
tions who want your money.

Now I know some of you 
might be wondering what exact-
ly is wrong about this sort of prac-

tice. After all, you do get sugges-
tions for new stuff that you may 
indeed wish to buy and you oth-
erwise may not have seen. And if 
that is true, then these suggestive 
marketing schemes are simply a 
convenience. However, I urge you 
to consider the implications of 
this intrusive advertising scheme.

Firstly, we must become 
aware that almost all of our e-
commerce is closely monitored; 
our social media services are no 
longer benign pages, but merely 
complicated ploys to discover our 
interests in order to exploit them. 
The way I see it, a part of our es-
sence or personality has now be-
come a commodity to be bought 

or sold. My enjoyment of knitting 
is no longer a hobby, but rather a 
way for knitting companies to sell 
more stock. We are reduced from 
individual human beings to just 

the pertinent facts for someone 
else’s capitalization. 

Secondly, if you are someone 
who enjoys suggestions on what 
to buy, I want to ask what happens 
after you buy that good? Many of 
us use shopping for things we like 
as a distraction during stressful 
times, or as a sort of reward for a 
job well done–and I’m not saying 
that there’s anything wrong with 
that. However, when shopping be-
comes something so integrated in 
our social media, so integrated in 
our daily lives that ads become 
unavoidable, it leaves us as con-
sumers in a constant state of con-
sumption.

Advertisements keep popping 
up, and because they 
may be compelling, 
it can distract us from 
whatever we were do-
ing before. The whole 
idea of social media is 
that it is a mild, some-
what amusing dis-
traction for us to think 
about our friends and 
family. We’ve gotten 
used to thinking of it 
that way. Facebook 
and Instagram are 
still relatively new 
platforms, but as it’s 
changing, more and 
more of it seems like 
a complex scheme for 
us to lower our guard, 
lure us into a false 
sense of security as 
we look through pic-
tures of friends and 
family, while tricking 
us into buying things 
we don’t need. Ad-
vertising has funda-
mentally changed the 
nature of shopping 
from something we 
seek out of necessity 
or for recreation, into 

something insidious, invading the 
most mundane aspects of life. We 
are forced to consume ever larger 
amounts of stuff and unable to be 
at ease while online.

CY
BURCHENAL
Columnist

Insidious advertising 
corrupts our lives 

Many are familiar with 
“Hope,” the image of 
Barack Obama created by 

Shepard Fairey for Obama’s first in-
auguration in 2009. In preparation 
for Donald Trump’s inauguration, 
Fairey partnered with The Amplifier 
Foundation to resist hate-mongering 
speech. As part of their non-parti-
san “We the People” campaign, Fair-
ey created three images of a Mus-
lim, Latina and Black woman in his 
signature, red, white and blue color 
scheme.

Amongst the three, one im-
age stands apart from the rest, visu-
ally and symbolically. In addition to 
the symbolic use of colors, the Mus-
lim woman is wearing an American 
flag as a Hijab. The Latina and Black 
woman, on the other hand, do not 
wear the American flag on any part 
of their bodies.

For me, this stark visual dif-
ferentiation draws special attention 
to the Muslim woman in compar-
ison to the Latina and Black wom-
en. In other words, extra measures 
must be taken to persuade Ameri-
cans that Muslims are “one of us,” 
folding them into the normative ide-
as of what it means to be American. 
I do recognize that the Latina wom-

an is represented wearing a bird on 
her shirt that could be seen as an ea-
gle (part of the national emblem). 
However, the shirt itself does not 
have any connection to racial or eth-
nic identity. Nor is the shirt the focal 
point of the woman’s image.

Yet for the Muslim woman rep-
resented, her hijab encapsulates her 
Muslim identity. In this specific im-
age, the hijab is not only the site of 
Islamic values, but also of American 
values. The image seems to suggest 
that both sets of values can coexist 
in one individual. Ironically though, 
both do not have the same visual 
weight within the image. The flag 
is more visible and arguably more 
emotionally significant to the Amer-
ican people. In effect, the hijab is su-
perseded.

The image implicitly seems 
to say, “Islamic values are simi-
lar to American values,” instead of, 
“American values are similar to Is-
lamic values.” The sentence order 
is important here. It signifies which 
values are worthy, which are excep-
tional and which are being normal-
ized. In the former, Islamic values 
are exceptional while American val-
ues are worthy. Furthermore, it is the 
American flag that is normalizing Is-

lam. As a result, Islamic values sep-
arate from American patriotic values 
are implicitly left out of the image.

I’m not saying that there are no 
patriotic Muslim-Americans–I’m 
sure there are many. But, by normal-
izing Muslim identities through pa-
triotic acts, only Muslims whose Is-
lamic values agree with American 
values are folded into the American 
identity.

This merely perpetuates nor-
mative American values. In reali-
ty, people are simultaneously Mus-
lim and American in various ways 
(check out Fariha Róisín and Ayqa 
Khan).

I understand that this is just one 
poster and that it is difficult to en-
capsulate a whole group of people in 
one representative body. Neverthe-
less, this widespread  and popular 
campaign may be one of the few rep-
resentations that people see of Mus-
lim people, amongst an array of oth-
er misinformed representations. As 
such, it is important to consider how 
this image could have an effect on 
which Muslims U.S. residents im-
plicitly believe deserve to be Amer-
ican.

This discussion is pertinent 
across the nation as the U.S. is at-
tempting to mediate its nation-
al identity, but also at Whitman. 
On campus, Muslim identities are 
not always heard or visible due to a 
lack of representation. As such, this 
popular image may not be critical-
ly scrutinized before being used. It 
is crucial for Whitman student or-
ganizers and participants to consider 
the words and images they are put-
ting forth in politicized spaces such 
as protests, gatherings and rallies.

Muslim identity challenges America

PEGGY
LI
Opinion Editor

Would you, the informed 
reader, say that polit-
ical divide is largely 

a moral issue? I’d say so. In dai-
ly conversation it seems that 
a great deal of the conversa-
tion is based upon what any giv-
en person believes is ‘moral.’ As 
such, it seems that the moral high 
ground has become some magi-
cal platform upon which every-
one may stand simultaneously.

That being said, ‘bleeding 
heart liberal’ is as common a pe-
jorative term for Democrats as can 
be found in common parlance. The 
point of the insult is to denigrate 
liberals for their strong moral 
code. The term places sympathy in 
a negative context, and is dismiss-
ive of the idea of emotionally mo-
tivated stances. This designation 
always confused me. Surely bas-
ing an opinion on morals is a good 
thing. What else could be a substi-
tute? The obvious answer is facts.

If our public policies are not 
ethical, then they must be alter-
natively pragmatic. If a choice is 
not moral, then it should at least 
be factual, right? I believe yes, 
but that leads to the impossible 
choice between ethics or facts. 
History is full of morally hor-
rible choices that were good for 
the people making them. Andrew 
Jackson’s removal of the Chero-
kee was as morally reprehensible 
an act as the U.S. could ever un-
dertake, but was then a smart de-
cision. Contrarily, the passage of 
the 18th Amendment and prohi-
bition was a morally good choice 
on the part of the U.S. govern-
ment, but all the same a disaster.

Is it better to pragmat-
ic or ethical in decision making?

In public debate on large pol-
icy topics, camps are mostly in 
this binary system and both ma-
jor political groups are seen self-
segregating. Take American for-
eign policy as an example of eth-
ics versus morals. American sup-
port of Israel is largely based on 
principle and cultural ties be-
tween American and Israeli Jews. 
This relationship has proved to 
be a divisive one, and has his-
torically compromised relations 
with Arab nations such as Iraq.

The American relationship 
with Saudi Arabia is, contrari-
ly, a solely pragmatic choice. The 
assertion of American influence 
over a regional power is an impor-
tant prospect in containing Iran, 
the U.S. regional adversary. Ad-
ditionally, the U.S. gets eight per-
cent of its oil from Saudi Arabia. 
The religious and monarchical na-
ture of Saudi Arabia is directly 
contrary to the founding principles 
of the U.S., but the relationship is 
lucrative for the United States.

An ideal policy should be 
both moral and pragmatic, and 
is hopefully at least one of those 
two. This is worth noting because 
it seems as though ethical argu-
ments are common, while factu-
al arguments relatively uncom-
mon. Ethical arguments are per-
haps more common because they 
are easier to make, which does 
not invalidate them. Ethics and 
logic aren’t diametrically op-
posed, but can often clash. Con-
versation on politics especial-
ly must be more factual, as only 
pragmatic critiques can harm 
a morally bankrupt institution.

Illustration by Meg Cuca

The Bleeding 
Heart question

  An ideal policy should 
be both moral and 
pragmatic, and is 
hopefully at least one of 
those two.

Illustration by Claire Revere

ZUHRA  
AMINI
Columnist

“But. by normalizing 
Muslim identities 
through patriotic acts, 
only Muslims whose 
Islamic values are 
folded into American 
identity” 
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New member of 
Scientology surprised 

to find Thetan isn’t 
Satan with a lisp

Sean Spicer returns 
home, dignity intact

The city of Walla Walla of-
ficially decided this week 
to change the name of Pio-

neer Park to The Wire Park. The 
park was founded in 1902, mak-
ing it the oldest and most famous 
park in Walla Walla. Thus, such a 
significant change was met with 
some resistance from the commu-
nity. Walla Walla citizen, Walter 
Walters, was one of many upset 
with the change.

“This name change throws 
away 105 years of this city’s his-
tory. Throws it away after hav-
ing been stomping on it for hours. 
No, days. And then takes a light-
er to the trash can it was thrown 
into. This is of course after the 
trash can has been drenched in 
gasoline. Then, the ashes that re-
main are swept up and put into 
an urn. This urn is then put into 
a house. A house that is then set 
on fire. That is exactly what this 
is like. Nobody will ever visit the 

park again.”
Other community members 

were more in favor of the change. 
Mayor Wally Walls said in a 
press release, “I like wires.”

Head of the Walla Walla’s 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, Clara May, released a state-
ment on the city’s website saying, 
“By changing the park’s name, 
we hope to encourage greater dis-
cussion and engagement with our 
history and move away from the 
traditional Walla Walla narra-
tive. At the same time, we aim 
to have the name better represent 
the diverse, tolerant and curious 
community the park serves. This 
is something that wires undoubt-
edly do.”

The naming decision of “The 
Wire Park” came after a poll was 
released on the city’s website. 
Other options in the naming were 
Game of Thrones Park, Sex and 
the City Park, The Sopranos Park 
and Curb Your Enthusiasm Park. 
The Wire Park won with 20.01 
percent of the vote.

by ARIE KNOPS
Doesn’t read his email

Illustration by Haley King          

MOODY TUNES: “The Squabble”

HISTORIC PIONEER PARK CHANGES NAME TO THE WIRE PARK

Cartoon by Nick Sekits

When Ron Hughes first 
beheld the brilliant blue 
Las Vegas motel that 

is the Church of Scientology, he 
was in awe. The building seemed 
to have an aura of holiness around 
it, aided by cameras that shifted 
constantly. Hughes felt at home 
and couldn’t wait to join the line 
of people who were smiling and 
bobbing their heads to the silence.

“I heard bad stuff about this 
place,” Hughes confessed. “I don’t 
know what people were talking 
about. Everyone is so nice. They 
even gave me my own trailer to 
live in for as long as I want, and 
named it ‘The Hole.’ Their sense 
of humor definitely drew me in.”

Hughes joined Scientology 
because, after battling a dairy in-
tolerance for most of his life, he 
felt lost. The church allowed him 
to uncover his full potential and 
gain a greater spiritual under-
standing of the world, which gave 
him the opportunity to rid him-
self not only of the friends who 
doubted him, but also his family.

The journey, however, was 
not all smooth sailing, and not 

just because he was unable to join 
the Sea Organization, a group 
comprised of the most dedicated 
Scientologists. The main source 
of confusion for Hughes was the 
distinction between a thetan and 
Satan, which became an issue.

“I came into the church 
thinking all Scientologists had 
lisps,” Hughes laughed, then 
abruptly stopped, as if remem-
bering something traumatic.

In Scientology, a thetan 
is an immortal soul that di-
rects people’s actions. Scien-
tologists do not worship Satan.

“They didn’t really appre-
ciate my mistake, but they told 
me to think about how I could 
fix it back at ‘The Hole.’ I don’t 
remember how I came to un-
derstand what they meant. It 
was like they magically impart-
ed some higher knowledge into 
my brain.” Hughes smiled as 
he rubbed the black-and-blue 
bruise on the side of his head.  

After resolving the misun-
derstanding, Hughes resumed 
his active participation in the 
church. He recently emailed The 
Wire to let the staff know that he 
is doing well, but wants a pocket 
constitution for bedtime reading.

by REBECCA GLUCK
Life Choicer

In breaking news, NASA 
identified a new star ear-
ly last week, a couple meters 

to the right of the sun. The star, 
named Alice Merkel, is a high-
energy being “with just a celes-
tial body,” scientists at NASA 
gushed. They described Merkel 

as having a very reactive per-
sonality, and she is very excited 
to finally shine in the spotlight. 
“I’m so happy that NASA dis-
covered my talents,” she raved in 
an interview. “All the new work 
I’m doing–well, it’s a gas.” Mer-
kel is expected to be around for 
the next 2.8 million years, and 
will star in Fast and Furious 12 
next fall alongside Matt Damon. 

NASA discovers 
new star

by CLARA WHEELER
Celebrity Astrologist

Tom Cruithe’th biggetht 
thecret comesth to light 

Last weekend, White House 
Press Secretariat Sean 
Spicer returned home 

for the first time in weeks. 
After being constantly on 
call for President Trunk for 
nearly a month, Spicer had 
a chance to kiss his wife 
and children, and pull his 
JCPenney loafers off, ex-
posing the fungus hells-
cape inside.

Despite the fumes, 
reporters from The Wire 
were lucky enough to 
score an interview with 
the husk of a man.

“Really, it’s a fan-
tastic job. I’ve never been 
happier. Never been hap-
pier. Never. Ever,” Spic-
er said, staring straight into 
the abyss.

In his time so far in his 
position, Spicer has elected 
to use Alternative Facts, has 
barely constructed a correct Eng-
lish word and felt his soul leave 
through his very eyes at the last 
press conference he held.

When asked about President 
Tonka’s supposed need to scape-
goat someone within the ad-
ministration, Spicer was all 
confidence.

“I’m really indispen-
sable to the whole opera-
tion. Ya know? I am the Pres-
ident’s right-hand man. He re-
ally wouldn’t be able to do an-
ything without me at his beck-
and-call,” Spicer assured The 
Wire.

However, upon slight-
ly more pointed questions, 
Spicer broke down immedi-
ately.

“I just want to be loved 
by him, ya know? I work so 
hard to cover up his shit and 
he doesn’t even appreciate me. 
Not even a high-five or an offer 
to go play catch on the lawn. I just 
want to play catch!” Spicer said, 
blinking through tears.

The Wire, upon finding out 
about Spicer’s issues with his fa-
ther, plans to investigate his issues 
further in the future.

by ANTHONY REALE
Mitchell’s BFF
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