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Inside the “Getting Off the Road 
Homeless” Campground, campers 
are gathered around their fires as 

the sun slips below the horizon and the 
temperature drops. A man slices pota-
toes into a pan, remarking on his hun-
ger as they fall into a sizzling pool of 
crisco.

The city established the camp-
ground on land beneath the Veteran’s 
Memorial Golf Course in August of 
last year. During its tenure here, the 
camp has struggled with logistical dif-
ficulties, a lack of resources and the 
discontent from surrounding business-
es. Come April, the city plans to relo-
cate the camp approximately 50 feet to 
accommodate the construction of a re-
placement maintenance building for 
the course.

Though winter seems to be sliding 
into memory, the camp’s population re-
flected on conditions are still far from 
ideal. At its peak, the camp hosted as 
many as 50 homeless people. About 20 
live there now, but in the cold of Janu-
ary that number fell to a mere eight.

“I’ve never been that cold in my 
life,” a camper named Christi said.

Despite the frigid Walla Wal-
la winter, the group managed to stay 
warm while remaining outdoors.

“The tents have tarps and stuff 
over them. Some people have heaters 
here, some people don’t. The ones that 
don’t, you can get a bucket of coals and 
put it on a cement floor ... That’s what I 
do,” Christi said.       

The camp was initially founded to 
service fundamental needs, and contin-
ues to exist for that purpose. When dis-
cussing their hopes for the camp, resi-
dents emphasized this fact and look to 
address it more completely.

by NICK MAAHS
Staff Reporter

GETTING OFF
   THE ROAD

Temperatures dropped to below zero during winter months at the Walla Walla homeless campground. Photo by Tywen Kelly

Two nets cut, two NW Con-
ference Championships 
and two Whitman basket-

ball teams looking ahead to suc-
cess in March. This past weekend, 
both the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball teams won the NW Con-
ference Championship Tourna-

ment. Both teams played with te-
nacity and toughness, both teams 
fought back from ten or more 
point deficits to triumph over 
of their respective opponents.

During the regular season, 
the women’s team tallied loss-

es to George Fox and UPS, but 
the Conference Tournament 
was a different ballgame. The 
Blues outscored George Fox 78-
71 in the Conference Semifi-
nal and beat Puget Sound 81-
72 to take the Championship.

“We had just lost a tough one 
to Fox the weekend before and 
had taken UPS to overtime twice 
this season, so we were hungry to 
show what we were capable of to 
take home the title,” senior cap-
tain Alysse Ketner explained. 
“These games are about com-
posure, patience and discipline. 
Both sides are going to make runs, 
we were down by double digits at 
some point in both games, but we 
weren’t worried. We weathered the 
storm and went on our own runs 
and both times came out on top.”

The wins this weekend 
earned the women an automat-
ic ticket to the NCAA National 
Championships. This will be the 
third time in the past four years 
that the Blues have made it to the 
Big Dance, where they will hope 
to replicate the success of 2014’s 
National Runner-Up finish. 

Excitement and an air of fes-
tivity filled the Reid Coffee-
house as performers took the 

stage to offer tastes of their cul-
tures. This was the sixth annual 
InterNation Celebration, held on 
Saturday, Feb. 25. It showcased 
both international and domes-
tic students, who performed with 
a wide variety of songs, dances, 
martial arts and poetry readings.

The event was hosted by 
the Beyond Borders Club, or 
BBC, an organization of in-
ternational students and stu-
dents interested in the interna-
tional community at Whitman.

The evening began with a 
welcome from An Dang, presi-
dent of BBC, who led the organ-
ization of the event. From there, 
Whitman student Dorothy Muka-
sa took over, acting as announc-
er throughout the evening with 
much energy and humor. The fes-
tivities commenced and were 
well-received by a full audience 
of Whitman students and Wal-
la Walla community members.

Maggi Banderas, Assistant 
Director of the Intercultural Cent-
er, advised the club and noted the 

significance of such an event.
“It’s important to have a cel-

ebration of the diverse cultures 
that we have on campus, and I 
think it’s important for our inter-
national students to have an op-
portunity to feature some parts 
of their culture and have recogni-
tion from campus,” Banderas said.

The evening indeed cap-
tured some aspects of these di-
verse cultures with a flurry of 
colorful clothing, compelling 

music and moving words. Per-
formances ranged from a Span-
ish sign language song to an en-
ergetic Nepalese folk dance, 
and ended with a fashion show.

Partway through the event, 
the club showed a video about 
BBC in which members of the 
club described it as being a safe, 
open community where they 
could learn about other cul-
tures and talk about their own.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Students watch Internation Celebration performances from the staircase in Reid 
Campus Center.  Photo by Samarah Uribe

Internation Celebration 
breaks national boundaries

by GABY THOMAS
Staff Reporter

Basketball teams  
continue dominance

“This is our passion. We 
work so hard and put 
a lot of time into it. To 
see other students and 
teachers come out and 
support us ... is the best 
feeling ever. ”
Jojo Wiggins ‘17
Junior forward, men’s basketball team. 

see CONFERENCE, page 5 
see INTERNATIONAL , page 4

see GOTRpage 2

RESIDENTS OF THE 
WALLA WALLA HOMELESS 
ENCAMPMENT SPREAD 
POSITIVITY 
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NEWS

Daren Mooko announced as new Dean of Students

“It should be more of a ... not a 
camp, but a warming shelter,” Mark, 
a relatively new camper, reflected.

Though the camp certain-
ly has progress to make, it has also 
improved dramatically during its 
short existence. Security was ini-
tially a serious issue at the camp, 
but the situation is improving.

“They [campers] appreciate be-
ing able to go to sleep and not having 
to have a weapon ... Some guys did 
have to do that initially,” said Kathy 
Drake, a volunteer who has been 
with the camp since its inception.

Rules have been established 
to avoid this. Volunteers maintain 
a website that lists general camp 
rules and information. One such 
regulation states that “Violence, 
threats and the display of weap-
ons by residents are not permit-
ted in the campground or in the vi-
cinity of the campground.” How-
ever, enforcement of these rules 
has been inconsistent in the past.

Recently, the camp voted on 
new leadership. All campers who 
are compliant with camp rules and 
have stayed for five or more days 
have a place on the camp council, 
which then selects officers to serve 
on the executive committee. Dan, a 
camper of three weeks and the new-
ly elected president, remains fo-
cused on the camp’s basic purpose.

“I’d like to see every-
body get out and do their own 

thing ... get housing or what-
ever they’re gonna do,” Dan 
said of his hopes for the camp.

He looks at the camp as a 
transitional solution for him-
self too. Dan has been looking 
for work, but hasn’t had luck yet.

“It’s hard to find a job be-
cause almost nowhere nowadays 
does applications in person, it’s 

all online. It’s much easier to find 
a job when you apply in person. I 
got probably 50 applications out 
on my phone ... ain’t heard back 
from none of them,” Dan mused.

Dan’s situation is far from un-
common. Experts recognize how 
difficult it can be for the home-
less to find employment and pro-
mote a more supportive solution.

“A housing-first approach is 
what will make a difference lo-
cally,” Noah Leavitt, Whitman 
Associate Dean for Student En-
gagement and Chair of the Wal-
la Walla Council on Homelessness, 
wrote in an e-mail to The Wire.

“In addition, while it is true 

that some people who do not have 
stable housing are able to main-
tain some degree of paid employ-
ment, having paid employment op-
tions for all people can help indi-
viduals move from homelessness 
toward more secure and stable liv-
ing situations,” Leavitt continued.

Each individual has their 
own way of coping with home-
lessness. For him, Mark focus-
es on the positive elements of life.

“My goal everyday is to make 
ten people smile, while that’s easy 
... This is one scenario of mine that 
just happened: I’m smoking a cig-
arette at Walmart, waiting for a 
friend to come out. I see a lady and 
her daughter, the mom madder than 
heck at her daughter, just barreling 
down–daughter’s in tears. As I see 
mom get up and get ready to go, I 
say, ‘Excuse me ladies, are you sis-
ters?’ Smiles, all the way to the door. 
See that’s a smile that’s hard to get: 
someone’s in a negative, but if you 
can make ‘em smile through all that 
... It’s worth my day, that’s for sure.”

from GOTR, page 1

After an arduous search pro-
cess, Whitman College an-
nounced earlier today that 

Daren Rikio Mooko will become 
the new Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Dean of Students. Mr. 
Mooko previously filled a number 
of positions at Pomona College and 
has worked throughout the coun-
try’s higher education institutions.

Serving Pomona since 1997, 
Mr. Mooko has worked as the Direc-
tor of the Asian American resource 
center, Associate Dean of Students 
for Student Development and Lead-
ership, and from 2015 until now, 
as an Associate Dean, Title IX Co-
ordinator and Diversity Officer.

Mr. Mooko brings years of ex-
perience working within the Lib-
eral Arts community, and a nu-
anced understanding of sexu-
al violence on college campuses.

Mr. Mooko visited campus 
on Feb. 7 and gave a presentation 
to assembled students, faculty and 
staff. In the presentation, he identi-

fied what he saw as the five top is-
sues facing students affairs in high-
er education. Alcohol and drug use, 
mental health and advocacy, sexu-
al violence, diversity and inclusion, 
and accountability made his list.

The presentation conclud-
ed with a question and answer ses-
sion between Mr. Mooko and the 
audience. Below is a transcript 
of three of those questions and 
the response from Mr. Mooko.

Question: I’m curious to know 

what you as a College administra-

tor envision the position of a Lib-

eral Arts College like ours should 

be in regards to protecting un-

documented students on campus?

Daren Mooko: Let me answer 
that in two ways. In a practical way, 
on the ground, I would want to know 
where our leadership is on the is-
sue. I can’t go out and make prom-
ises that aren’t going to be supported 
or backed by the institution. Should 
the leadership ask me what my rec-
ommendation is, my recommenda-
tion would be to support the undoc-

umented students to the extent that 
we can. That could mean a num-
ber of things. Financial support, if 
the institution is willing. Emotion-
al support, academic support, we 
would need to find out how we sup-
port students who feel like, at any 

time, their lives might change ... I’m 
coming from Pomona College, who 
have kind of gone out on a limb with 
undocumented students. Of course 
it is circumstantial, Pomona is in a 
position where it can do something. 
But I do think that there is a politi-
cal will there, to resist any efforts 
by the federal government to do an-
ything to undocumented students.

Question: I think that one of the 

significant differences between Whit-

man and Pomona has to do with the 

residential status of our students. My 

understanding is that at Pomona, 

98 percent of students live on cam-

pus. At Whitman it’s about 60 per-

cent. It seems to me that at Colleg-

es where upper-class students live 

off campus it changes the dynam-

ic. I was hoping you could talk about 

that, and talk about the pros and cons 

with the label “residential campus.”

Daren Mooko: At Pomona we 
tried to make living on campus more 
attractive. But, of course, that means 
building more buildings because we 
just didn’t have enough beds. We 
built two new residence halls and 
now we are able to do that. One thing 
that we’re seeing is that because we 
have upperclassmen living on cam-
pus, we are finding that they are as-
suming a lot of leadership positions 
on campus. I think that they are buy-
ing into the campus culture, and the 
bond is just that much stronger. Liv-
ing on campus is a part of their role.

Question: How do you balance 

the two sides of policy, one side being 

discouraging irresponsible behavior, 

and at the same time encouraging stu-

dents to call for help if they are par-

ticipating in irresponsible behavior?

Daren Mooko: For, me, it’s all 
about the ways that the policies are 
implemented and executed. We have 
a “Good Samaritan” policy, and that 
means that if you find someone in 
need, and you call for help, no one 
gets in trouble. For us the health of 
students is more important than dis-
ciplinary action. There are obviously 
caveats to that. Once their health is 
secured, it’s all about talking. Meet-
ings with a drug and alcohol coun-
selor, those sorts of things. It’s all 
about execution. Our RA’s, their 
instructions are not to be the jun-
ior police squad. What’s most im-
portant for us is that they can iden-
tify problematic behavior. We are 
less interested in busting a par-
ty, and more interested in making 
sure that students are not develop-
ing unhealthy or unsafe behaviors.

by CHRIS HANKIN
News Editor

“Because we have 
upperclassmen living 
on campus [at Pomona], 
we are finding that they 
are assuming a lot of 
leadership positions.”
Daren Mooko
New Dean of Students

Mark and his canine companion pose in the staff tent.  Photo by Tywen Kelly. 

Corrections to Issue 5
The article “Homelessness in 
the 509” stated that the city 
of Walla Walla increased its 
sales tax by 0.1%. Instead, 
the change is an increase in 

the County sales tax. 

40 to 50
currently live in the 

homeless encampment.

people

HOMLESSNESS 
      IN THE 509 PT.II
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by MAGGIE CHANG
Staff Reporter

For the past seven months, Whit-
man College has been mak-
ing progress on a new Soph-

omore residence hall and dining 
hall; the latter named after outgo-
ing Dean of Students Chuck Cleve-
land. These new facilities will be lo-
cated behind Anderson residence 
hall and are predicted to be complet-
ed by the summer of 2018. Howev-
er, the construction of the new din-
ing hall was delayed after an issue 
between Whitman College and lo-
cal community members living 
in the planned construction zone.

The construction and prepara-
tion of the land is already well un-
derway. The College has cleared and 
fenced the construction zone in prep-
aration, but one owner of a house 
the school planned to buy and re-
move has not yet finalized the sale.

Whitman College’s Treasur-
er Peter Harvey largely dismissed 
the problem. “As you have seen 
there is still one house sitting there 
that we haven’t removed,” he said. 

Harvey continued, “That’s 
a house that the College has an 
agreement to buy, it was supposed 
to close in December, but for per-
sonal reasons for the seller they 
weren’t able to close in December–
we think they are going to close in 
March. That slows us down a little 
bit, but we think its getting resolved.

The construction of a new res-
idence hall takes a lot of time, ef-
fort and money. “We did focus 
groups in the summer of 2016,” Nan-
cy Tavelli, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents and Director of Residence 
Life and Housing said. “Our Direc-
tor of Institutional Research did a co-
hort study. The universal message 
we got was that sophomores were 
very scattered, they’re all over.”

This study led administrators 
to conclude that Whitman’s sopho-
mores needed more collective hous-
ing.

“One thing that we noticed 
was that students talked about how 
in their first year all their friends 
lived on their floor,” Neal Christo-
pherson, Whitman’s Director of In-
stitutional Research said. “If you 
look at where people live as sopho-
mores, it’s much more scattered.”

When it comes to living ar-
rangements, freshmen tend to 
have pretty consolidated hous-
ing. However, come sophomore 
year, many students find that they 
no longer live in close proximi-
ty to their friends and classmates.

“What people would tell us 
is that they had a hard time find-
ing where their friends were, and 
they felt more isolated than they 
had the year before. Or there were 
people that they saw a lot their first 

year, but had to make special ac-
commodations to see them the next 
year,” Christopherson continued.

With this new residence hall, 
sophomores will be able to feel 
more unified as a class, and Whit-
man will be taking steps towards 
better sustainability standards.

“It will be a very sustain-
able building. Better insula-
tion, better windows and it’s go-
ing to be LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental De-
sign) certified,” Tavelli said.

Whitman’s Sustainability Coor-
dinator Brandon Bishop said, “It will 
be substantially more sustainable 
than our older structures. Building 
technologies have come a long way.”

Clearly this project will benefit 
the Whitman community–however, 
there is more than just the Whitman 
community to think about. The con-
struction of the new residence will 
undoubtedly affect locals as well.

The Whitman College Tech-
nology Center recently 
reached its six month mark 

at the new office across the street 
from College House, and tech 
employees are already seeing 
the positive impacts. Before July 
of 2016, Whitman College tech 
staff was spread out amongst 
Olin Hall, Hunter Conservatory 
and the other academic buildings 
on campus. All the departments 
within tech finally came togeth-
er in one central location this 
past summer, in a blue building 
across the street from Clarette’s.

The shift to a new build-
ing has been in the works for a 
while, according to Chief In-
formation Officer Dan Terrio.

“I’ve been here for over five 
and a half years, and one of the 
first things I asked was, ‘Is there 
an opportunity for all of our 
staff to come together?’” Terrio 
said. “At the time, there really 

weren’t any options available.”
The new Tech Center be-

came available when the lease of 
the former resident, the Wash-
ington State Department of 
Health and Social Services, was 
not renewed, and Whitman de-
cided to consolidate all tech de-
partments into this building. The 
building was built in the mid to 
late 1950’s and was originally an 
Albertson’s Grocery Store. The 
process of reconstructing the in-
side of the building took almost 
a year, and the Tech Department 
has more development ahead as 
phase two of construction begins 
this summer. This phase includes 
exterior construction to make the 
building appear more obviously 
part of Whitman campus, includ-
ing new stucco for the outside 
of the building and plants add-
ed in the parking lot. Right now 
the building is a square, blue 
colored building with almost 
no signage indicating the build-
ing is part of Whitman campus.

The centralized location 
of the offices of all the depart-
ments within tech has improved 
communication between de-
partments, which include net-
work infrastructure, client ser-
vices and help desk, enter-
prise technology and instruc-
tional learning technology.

“We’re all together now,” 
Desktop Systems Administra-
tor Cate Lyon said. “That’s been 
kind of a learning curve be-
cause we’ve never been togeth-
er before. It’s nice because [our 

work] can be much more col-
laborative. It’s really great hav-
ing the Help Desk here, because 
the students who staff the Help 
Desk can go to anyone and get 
help from any of the groups. Be-
fore, that was a little more chal-
lenging for them because we 
were distributed across campus.”

Terrio spoke about how 
the new location has allowed 
for better communication.

“We are technology people, 
but instant messaging, telephone 
and email are not always the 
most effective ways to communi-
cate,” Terrio said. “Having face-
to-face communication is often 
times more efficient, so that there 
aren’t misunderstandings ... 
you can resolve things quickly.”

The Tech Department has 
big things planned for the up-
coming year. All the comput-
ers on campus will be updat-
ed to Windows 10, starting 
with the computers in the li-
brary. Additionally, the serv-
er which holds all of the power 
for technology on campus will 
be moved from North Hall to the 
new Tech Building this summer.

Trung Vu, Whitman stu-
dent and Tech Center Intern, de-
scribed the tech center at Whit-
man and his work environment.

“People don’t really notice 
IT departments unless things 
aren’t working, and things are 
usually working here,” said 
Vu. “There’s a lot of talent-
ed staff and really smart peo-
ple working in that building.”

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

“We are technology 
people, but instant 
messaging, telephone 
and email are not 
always the most 
effective ways to 
communicate.”
Dan Terrio
Chief Information Officer

Whitman Tech Services settles into new home

Tech services has consoildated this year, moving all departments into the grey 
building west of Clarettes Diner and College House.  Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya. 

Music Hall
Easily accesible for the new 
dorm’s residents.

Prentiss Hall
Whitman’s only single gender 
residence hall. 

Cleveland Dining Hall delayed by local dispute
Residence Hall Construction 

Construction Site
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Prior to the event, Dang had 
noted that international students 
don’t often speak to domestic stu-
dents about their cultures and 
where they come from, and that 
while Whitman students claim to 
be interested in learning about oth-
er cultures in a time of increased 
global awareness, they rarely 
reach out to international students.

“I want to promote or start 
the interaction between domestic 
and international students,” Dang 
said. “Sometimes ... they think 
that they have to really watch their 
tongue when they talk to minori-
ty people, so that prevents them 
from talking in the first place.”

Banderas noted that inter-

national students may also find 
reaching out a difficult task.

“[International students 
are] often part of those groups 
of marginalized voices that 
don’t feel often heard,” Ban-
deras said. “They often find a 
niche within the international 
student community ... but are of-
ten lost in the larger community.”

Fathi Assegaf, a member of 
BBC, suggested that in order to 
have more conversation between 
domestic and international stu-
dents, both sides need to make the 
effort, and there has to be balance.

“International students 
shouldn’t feel blocked from 
speaking about their own cul-
ture, but also shouldn’t feel 

pressured to speak about their 
own culture,” Assegaf said.

Two new events were added 
to the InterNation Celebration this 
year in addition to the annual cele-
bratory show: an international cos-
tumes day, during which students 
wore clothing from their cultures 
around campus, and a Continu-
ing the Conversation session cen-

tered on international students.
“The reason why we have the 

Conversation ... is because dur-
ing our planning process, we had 
the goal of structuring the cele-
bration to be meaningful and to 
be thoughtful,” Dang said. “We 
realize that there’s another part 
of people [that] tends to avoid or 
deliberately ignore ... what the 
hard part [of being an interna-
tional student] is and the dif-
ficulties, and what we’re still 
not happy about at Whitman 
and what we want to change.”

In extending the InterNa-
tion Celebration into three days 
and addressing both the posi-
tives and negatives of being an 
international student, the event 

was an even greater chance for 
people to engage with the in-
ternational student community.

“I hope that we can ... 
[be] aware of [the internation-
al students] and of their iden-
tity, and not just where they’re 
coming from,” Assegaf said.

Dang is hopeful that this 
event can make a difference in 
how connected and supportive 
the Whitman student body can be.

“I hope that [the domestic stu-
dents] really see how passionate 
we are in presenting and bring-
ing our cultures to campus, and 
then how we treasure our origins,” 
Dang said. “And it’s just the mes-
sage that wherever we go, our or-
igins is where we start with.”

Internation Celebration promotes 
diverse nationalities, open discussion

Captivating and collabora-
tive, the “Songs of Youth 
and Joy” concert showcased 

the incredible musical talent of 
four Walla Walla musical groups. 

Held in Cordiner Hall on Sun-
day, Feb. 26, the concert consisted 
of performances by Walla Walla 
High School (Wa-Hi) Belles Voix 
and Chamber Singers, Walla Wal-
la Choral Society and Walla Wal-
la Valley Bands, with poetry rec-
itations interspersed throughout.

Beginning with an a cappel-
la performance, the Wa-Hi choir 
Belles Voix sang their first piece, 
“Watane,” a beautiful harmoniza-
tion of voices with sounds of na-
ture. The concert then progressed  
to a piece titled “Walla Walla,” 
performed by the Choral Socie-
ty, which portrayed the sense of 
home that the blue valley of Wal-
la Walla gives to its inhabitants.

The wide-ranging repertoire 
included two configurations by lo-
cal composers, encompassed vari-
ous styles of music, including sev-
eral pieces in foreign languages, 
and incorporated different types 
of instrumentation. In performing 
such an extensive repertoire, the 
concert was sure to provide enter-
tainment for listeners of all ages.

Riikka Pietilaninen-Caf-
frey, director of the Walla Wal-
la Choral Society, explained the 
intention behind the concert.

“We wanted to make this 
event more multi-generation-
al, bringing together different 
ages, different groups from dif-
ferent parts of the town and re-
ally making it a community 
event,” Pietilaninen-Caffrey said.

Pietilaninen-Caffrey, along 

with directors Colleen Ochocin-
ski of the Walla Walla High 
School choirs and Jackson Ma-
berry of the Walla Walla Valley 
Bands, worked to create an en-
joyable event that could be ex-
tended to the entire Walla Wal-
la community. They felt this 
could best be achieved by replac-
ing the ticket sales with a request 
for canned good donations for 
the local food bank. In doing so, 
the concert would be free to all 
and allow community members 
to show support for Walla Walla.  

“We need a concert that is 
available to all without tick-
et sales,” Pietilaninen-Caffrey 
said. “We’re trying to bring in 
this whole idea of inclusivity, that 
if it’s a free concert, [it’s] more 
likely people are going to go to 
the concert and it will really be 
offering music to everybody.”

Ochocinski described 
this concert as transform-
ative for her students.

“[This concert] gives the 
students another opportuni-
ty to perform and make mu-
sic together,” Ochocinski said. 
“They love sharing their tal-
ents with the community.” 

She also emphasized that 
this concert is a unique learn-
ing experience that allows stu-
dents to improve their perform-
ing skills and to learn from other 

musicians within the community.
“It builds a sense of commu-

nity and pride in choral music and 
the work that we do,” Ochocins-
ki said. “[This concert is] about 
celebrating the joy of music [and] 
having all the people collaborate 
with the rising generation. [The 
audience] gets to experience mu-
sic from the elementary level all 
the way up to the collegiate level.”

The audience is not exclud-
ed from this beneficial experience 
as they become a part of the expe-
rience. With performers from all 
over Walla Walla, the audience 
members are interconnected with 
different facets of the community 
simultaneously to create a unique 
experience for all who attend.

Heather Youd, who attend-
ed the concert, felt that the col-
laboration of the different mu-
sic groups created a captivat-
ing experience for the listener.

“The collaboration between 
the different musical groups 
makes the concert a more unique 
experience,” Youd said. “[The 
directors] gave background in-
formation about each piece 
that was performed. It was ex-
tremely interesting and help-
ful in understanding a piece.”

The directors highlighted the 
powerful meanings or humorous 
backgrounds of each piece they 
performed. With the aid of this 
context, the audience could en-
gage more thoroughly with the 
moving lyrics or better inter-
pret the emotions that the pieces 
were attempting to convey, help-
ing make the event into a con-
cert for the entire community.

“Songs of Youth and Joy” 
showcased the many sounds Walla 
Walla has to offer, making the con-
cert an unforgettable experience.

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Choral groups performed onstage in Cordiner Hall as part of the community showcase “Songs of Youth and Joy. ” Photo by 
Amelia Wells

Community music  groups 
host “Songs of Youth and Joy”

Left: (left to right) Students Alex Lewis, Laura Rivale, Haley Forrester, Lizzi Wong and Teal Kurnie performing in the Reid Coffeehouse at the Internation Celebration. Right: Brian Wu, an international student from 
China, performs martial arts onstage.  Photos by Samarah Uribe

WIRE 
WATCH

Week of March 2 

Lady Caress 

WEB hosts slam poet, singer, beat boxer and story 
teller Lady Caress! 

Reid Coffeehouse. 7 p.m., Thurs, March 2. Open to all.

“A King Lear” 

This adaptation of “King Lear” brings contemporary 
performance practices alongside Shakespearean lan-

guage. 

Alexander Stage, Harper Joy Theatre. Evening shows: 
8 p.m., Thurs-Sat, March 2-4. Matinees: 2 p.m., Sat.-Sun, 

March 4-5. Free admission for students.

Breaking Ground Monologues 

Powerful student performances tackle personal expe-
riences regarding gender, race, identity, sexuality and 

mental health. 

Kimball Theatre, Hunter Conservatory. Evening shows: 7 
p.m., Fri-Sat, March 3-4. Matinees: 2 p.m., March 5. Open 

to all.

Casino Night 

Formal attire, games, mocktails and fun prizes abound 
at Whitman’s Casino Night! 

Reid Campus Center Ballroom. 9 p.m., Fri, March 3. Free 
admission.

Tim Gonzalez Art Showcase 

A showcase and reception for the work of local artist 
Tim Gonzalez. 

Plumb Cellars. 6-9 p.m., Fri, March 3. Free admission.

from INTERNATIONAL, page 1

“I want to promote or 
start the interaction 
between domestic and 
international students.”
An Dang ‘19
President, Beyond Borders Club

“[The concert] builds a 
sense of community and 
pride in choral music and 
the work that we do.”
Colleen Ochocinski
Choral Director, Walla Walla HS
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Rob Manfred takes steps toward 
ruining baseball

As Major League Baseball 
and its commissioner Rob 
Manfred look to speed up 

the pace of play, a new rule has been 
implemented for the 2017 season. 
The new rule changes the way a 
batter is intentionally walked (giv-
en a free trip to first base), also re-
ferred to as an IBB: intentional base 
on balls. Instead of tossing four 
balls to the catcher standing way 
outside the zone, the batter will now 
be walked with just a signal from 
the team manager in the dugout.

The rule change has been very 
controversial, sparking much crit-
icism from both fans and play-
ers who think the rule does more 
to hurt the game than help it.

First of all, this rule saves a 
negligible amount of time. Last year 
an intentional walk occurred eve-
ry 2.6 games on average. An inten-
tional walk takes perhaps a minute 
to perform, meaning that this rule 
change will save around 23 seconds 
per game. In 2016 the average MLB 

game took 3 hours and 6 minutes to 
complete. This is hardly even a dent.

Often intentional walks oc-
cur during the most intense parts of 
the game. IBBs can be used to avoid 
strong hitters in high leverage situ-
ations and set up double plays. They 
often occur when the batting team 
has a runner on second or third 
base during a close score game. In 
a sport driven by tension, eliminat-
ing these moments works against 
making the game exciting by short-
ening these weighted situations.

It is a false assumption that 
nothing exciting can happen during 
an intentional walk. Just last sea-
son Yankee rookie Gary Sanchez 
took a swing on an IBB pitch and 
hit a sacrifice fly to the warn-
ing track. In 2006 Miguel Ca-
brera hit a go ahead single in the 
tenth inning off of an intention-
al ball. With the ball being thrown 
so slowly, baserunners also occa-
sionally have the opportunity to 
steal a free base during the process.

The ability for a pitcher to per-
form an intentional walk should 
also not be taken for granted, as 

they can sometimes end in disas-
ter. A similar phenomenon can be 
observed in pitchers like Jon Lest-
er, who often struggles to throw the 
ball to first base in a pick-off move. 
When not throwing 90 down the 
middle, it can mess with a pitcher’s 
head. On the very day the MLB an-
nounced this rule change, the Tex-
as A&M baseball team won a game 
during an intentional walk when 
a wild pitch allowed a runner on 
third base to score. A similar lay 
to the Chicago White Sox in 2011, 
and although it may not always 
determine the game, wild pitch-
es have occurred instead of inten-
tional balls all the time in the MLB.

Many players are not hap-
py with the rule change either. In 
an interview with Sportsnet, Blue 
Jay’s catcher Russell Martin said, 
“My thing is, if they really want 
to speed up the game, then when a 
guy hits a home run, to speed up the 
game should a guy, just like in soft-
ball, when he hits it, should he just 
walk to the dugout? It’d be quicker. 
I’m just wondering, at what point do 
we just keep the game, the game?”

Commissioner Manfred seems 
to have a different opinion, believ-
ing that changes to the game should 
be embraced. “I think it’s a mistake 
to stick our head in the sand and 
ignore the fact that our game has 
changed and continues to change 
... I’m firmly convinced that our 
fans—both our avid fans and cas-
ual fans—want us to respond to 
and manage the change that’s go-
ing on in the game,” he said.

Many would argue that this 
new rule change is so slight it does 
nothing to attract a new audience, 
but only works to alienate current 
fans. This is the top of a possible 
slippery slope of rule changes that 
would dramatically alter the game. 
Fans are wondering “what’s next?” 
as ideas such as a pitch clock or au-
tomatically starting with a base 
runner during extra inning games 
are being discussed and implement-
ed at lower minor league levels.

My opinion is as simple as that 
of Atlanta Braves first baseman 
Freddie Freeman: “I don’t think we 
should be changing the game at all. 
It’s a beautiful game the way it is.”

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

Cohesive Competition: 
Soccer group unites community

Whitman is privileged to 
have first-class athlet-
ic facilities for anyone 

who would like to use them, includ-
ing the Multipurpose (MP) Gym 
in Sherwood Center. While many 
groups from Whitman and the Wal-
la Walla community take advantage 
of this open and recreational space, 
the “Noon Soccer” group might 
have been the ones who started it all.

This group of professors, fac-
ulty, students and community mem-
bers meet every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at around noon 
during everyone’s lunch to play 
pickup soccer in the MP Gym.

Kurt Hoffman, a Whitman phys-
ics professor, is the Whitman-sided 
representative and organizer for the 
group. Hoffman hasn’t always been 
a soccer aficionado, but he was in-
spired by his kids to get into the game.

“I used to play indoor bas-
ketball, but I started playing soc-
cer when my children started play-
ing. They originally started play-
ing in a city rec. league, and so even-
tually after coaching and helping 
them for many years, I started play-
ing with this group. I have may-
be been playing here for about eight 
years, but this group has been play-
ing here since the ‘90s,” he said.

The players are made up of 
Whitman faculty and staff, Whit-
man students and members of the 
Walla Walla community. The di-
versity allows for a good range of 
ages, skills and commitment levels.

“We have a good mix of peo-
ple: a lot of older guys who know 
how to play the game and the young-
er people bring a lot of energy. A 
lot of these guys grew up in Cen-
tral and South America, and they 
have a lot of experience playing. I 
learned most of what I know about 
soccer from those guys and play-
ing with them,” Hoffman added.

The convenience and accessibil-
ity of the MP gym is not lost on the 
group either, and having a reserved 
enclosed space can help with weath-
er problems, as well as the actual 
play with a pickup style attendance.

Victor Alana, a communi-

ty member who has been play-
ing with this group since 2000, 
appreciates the welcoming 
space of the Multipurpose Gym.

“[The MP Gym] is great be-
cause in the summer it’s hot and 
there is A/C, and in the winter there 
is snow and you can be warm, but 
one of the main reasons for me is 
you need less people. To play out-
side, you need at least 15 people, 
but in the gym, you can have a great 
time with five or seven,” he said.

While some healthy compe-
tition is always present, the em-
phasis of the group is having fun 
and appreciating the openness and 
unity that a simple game of soc-
cer can bring, all while getting 
some exercise in along the way.

“The main reason I am play-
ing is a wellness program for 
my health, because being here 
and running for an hour, I for-
get about work and get all the wor-
ries out of my mind. Everybody 
is here for fun,” Alana continued.

Whitman’s women’s soccer 
coach Laura Williamson found and 
joined the group after simply walk-
ing by the gym at the right time.

“The ball moves fast and most 
times with a purpose, so it’s al-
ways a good workout. The envi-
ronment is welcoming and friend-
ly–people compete hard, but they 
laugh just as hard as well. This is a 
group of purists who play for the joy 
of the game,” Williamson added.

Whitman students have also 
taken advantage of the friend-
ly community, including soph-
omore Nikhil Solomonson.

“It’s pretty awesome, I can just 
bring my friends and they’re al-
ways accepted. It shows how pow-
erful soccer can be in uniting 
groups of people,” Solomonson said.

The game of soccer and its abil-
ity to bring people together have 
been around for a long time, and 
this group has taken full advantage 
of it. They began playing long be-
fore many current students arrived 
at Whitman. With an easily acces-
sible and welcoming facility like 
the MP gym, and a group of people 
looking to treat themselves and their 
bodies, this “Noon Soccer” group 
looks like they will keep on kicking.

by JESSE SINDELAR
Staff Reporter

Dream seasons continue:
Hoops teams win NWC tournaments

Whitman’s Multipurpose Gym serves as the location of the “Noon Soccer” league, 
which unites soccer players from Whitman and Walla Walla. Photo by Henry Honzel.

S C O R E B O A R D
BASKETBALL
Men’s
vs. George Fox Feb. 23: W 105-75
vs. Whitworth Feb. 25: W 86-83
Women’s
vs. George Fox Feb. 23: W 78-71
vs. UPS Feb. 25: W 81-72

TENNIS
Men’s
vs. Whitworth Feb. 25: W 8-1
vs. Pacific Feb. 26: W 8-1
Women’s
vs. Whitworth Feb. 25: W 8-1

BASEBALL
vs. Whitworth Feb. 25: W 6-5 (11)
vs. Whitworth Feb. 25: W 2-0

LACROSSE
vs. Alma College Feb. 26: W 20-1

UPCOMING
BASKETBALL
Men’s
vs. Rhodes College Mar. 3 (NCAA Tournament)
Women’s
vs. George Fox Mar. 3: (NCAA Tournament)

“Being on a team that goes 
to the [national] tournament as a 
freshman is a really unique ex-
perience. It shows us what a great 
team looks like, the work you have 
to put into it and the effort that it 
takes to be successful at this lev-
el. Also, it just shows our first-
year group that the future can 
be really amazing and we have 
a lot to look forward to,” first-
year guard Natalie Whitesel said. 

With the potential to be 
knocked out of contention in 
the national tournament rest-
ing on whether a team wins or 
loses, the players go into eve-
ry game like it may be their last.

“As a senior, every win at 
this point means you get to lace 
up one more time, you get to ex-
tend your career just a bit fur-
ther and you hope it comes with a 
championship,” Ketner explained.

The men won their semi-fi-
nal game against George Fox last 
Thursday 105-75 to set up a date 
with rival Whitworth in the Con-
ference Championship the follow-
ing evening. The final was a thrill-
er. Both teams built leads, lost 
them, then built them again. Af-

ter a nail-biting finish that brought 
the game to a tie in regulation, 
Whitman closed out the game 
with a win in the five minutes of 
overtime with a score of 86-83.

“We’ve never hosted a North-
west Conference men’s basketball 
championship before, and we’ve 
never won the conference tourna-
ment championship either. Those 
are both historic moments,” Whit-
man Athletic Director Dean Snid-
er said. “The grit to come back 
when you’re down a couple of 
points shows the heart and the 
character of these guys, and the 
belief they have in each other.”

The energy of the home 
crowd, which included stu-
dents, faculty and Walla Wal-
la community members, gave 
the team an extra advantage.

“This is our passion. We work 

so hard and put a lot of time into it. 
To see other students and teachers 
come out and support us and share 
that with us is the best feeling ever,” 
junior forward JoJo Wiggins said. 

“It means a lot to Walla Wal-
la, Whitman, our program, our 
coaches and all the guys that 
paved the way before us,” jun-
ior guard Tim Howell added. 
Howell was voted Northwest 
Conference Player of the Year.

The men, who are now ranked 
first in the nation, will host the 
first round of the NCAA tourna-
ment at their home court in Wal-
la Walla this Friday evening at 
7:30 p.m. against Rhodes College. 
If they come out on top, they ad-
vance to the next round, which 
will either be a matchup against 
the Claremont-Mudd-Scripps Col-
leges or a rematch against Whit-
worth. Regardless of which teams 
continue on, the second game 
will be held Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 

The women’s team is 
lined up to play George Fox 
once again this Friday at 5:00 
p.m. in Tacoma, Wash., and ei-
ther University of Puget Sound 
or UC Santa Cruz the follow-
ing day at 7:00 p.m. if they win.

(Top) Sophomore Ben Beatie, first-year Robert Colton and sophomore Cedric Jacob-Jones celebrate during the NWC Tour-
nament Championship. (Bottom) Junior guard Casey Poe advances the ball in the Blues’ win over Lewis and Clark. Photos 
contributed by Jake Barokas.

from CONFERENCE, page 1

“As a senior, every win 
at this point means you 
get to lace up one more 
time.”
Alysse Ketner ‘17
Senior guard, Women’s Basketball
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by ALEX BROCKMAN
Staff Reporter

Flip phones can seem like a rel-
ic of the past as smartphones 
are widely used in the Whit-

man community and through-
out the world. The PEW Insti-
tute found that in 2015, 68 per-
cent of adults in the United States 
owned a smartphone. However, 
some Whitman community mem-
bers have made the choice to use 
non smart phones -- and some go so 
far as to not own a cell phone at all.

While the reasons for this de-
cision vary, all agree that they 
have noticed a difference in the 
way they live. Technology does 
have a large impact on how an in-
dividual interacts with others, 
which Sociology Professor Mi-
chelle Janning gave an insight into.
Technology’s ambivalent effects

From cyberbullying to a loss 
of face to face interaction, the list 
of supposed ills that new forms of 
technology gives rise to is exten-
sive. However, Professor of Soci-
ology Michelle Janning, who fo-
cuses on family relations, tech-
nology and culture, emphasized 
that there is no conclusive evi-
dence of the impacts of technology.

“The research is mixed on what 
impacts technology is causing and 
I think we are still trying to figure 
this out,” Janning said. “In part be-
cause we are still trying to figure out 
what the norms are for the interac-
tions we have on social media. And 
we know we’re still sorting that out.”

Janning gave evidence of the 
mixed research through the con-
trasting findings of two authors. So-
cial media scholar and author of the 
book “It’s Complicated: The Social 
Lives of Networked Teens” Dan-
ah Boyd argues that there are posi-
tive results to the connections teen-
agers make through social media.

“[Boyd] complicates that by 
saying in fact there are ways that 
teenagers are using social me-
dia to be more civically engaged 
and offer more social support and 
play with identity construction in 
ways that are intriguing and per-
haps even beneficial,” Janning said.

In contrast to Danah Boyd, 
Sherry Turkle, Professor of So-
cial Studies of Science and Tech-
nology at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology argues that 
through technology we have lost 
the art of being alone, which af-
fects how we relate to others.

Turkle argues that in order 
to interact with others positively, 
one must know themselves. Hav-
ing a knowledge of oneself comes 
from time spent alone and as so-
cial media increases the amount 
and forms of communication be-
tween people, personal social in-
teractions have been damaged.

Janning emphasized the dif-
ference between the forms of com-
munication flip phones and smart-
phones offer. While flip phones gen-
erally offer just a few basic features, 
such as making calls, texting and 
taking photographs, smartphones 
provides many more options, in-
cluding video chatting, texting, so-
cial media communication through 
platforms such as Snapchat, Fa-
cebook and Instagram, or calling. 
The access to so many tools for ef-
ficient communication, provide 
an increased opportunity to cre-
ate a culture of constant interaction.

“The multi purpose func-
tions of a smartphone make it more 
accessible for us to have great-
er numbers of ways that we partic-
ipate in contact through social me-
dia, and it makes it harder to meas-
ure the actual impact,” Janning said.

Despite the greater flexibility 
of a smartphone Janning suggested 
that some people choose to not have 
smart phones to limit the distrac-
tions that constant access to commu-
nication and social media creates.

“To make something more 
difficult for yourself can help 
you not do the things that are 
very tempting,” Janning said. 
“So I think people avoiding get-
ting a smartphone might do that.”

Making the switch
The reasons for deciding 

to use a non smartphone, range 
from unforeseen circumstanc-
es and financial reasons to con-
scious decisions based on beliefs.

For sophomore Julio Es-
carce, the choice to switch to a 
flip phone was a conscious de-
cision to allow himself to be 
more present in his everyday life.

“I activated [my flip phone] 
just because I was getting so dis-
tracted by my iPhone. It was 
just like I was missing out on 
life. You know?” Escarce said.

Escarce, who used an iPhone 
throughout high school and into 
his first year of college, switched 
over to LGVX 5400 last semes-
ter, a tiny Verizon flip phone with 
a one inch screen. This transition 
was not a complete move away 
from smartphones as he kept his 
iPhone in his dorm room for pho-
tos and Internet access. Howev-

er, Escarce found even this lim-
ited access to a smartphone ad-
dicting. He decided to leave his 
smartphone at home this semester.

Junior Miguel Arneson has a 
flip phone purely out of conveni-
ence and circumstances. From the 
expenses of a data plan and the suf-
ficiency of a flip phone for com-
munication, Arneson decided to 
keep a flip phone when he was giv-
en the choice to get a smartphone.

“When I was given an op-
portunity to switch over to a 
smartphone...I was not very decisive 
about what I wanted and why I want-
ed it. I just kept a flip phone, and my 
only regret is I can’t mess around 
with snapchat,” Arneson said.

Like Arneson, counselor 
Rick Baez’s choice to get rid of his 
phone was based on convenience 
and price. However, he has come 
to appreciate his lack of a phone.

“We live in a one income 
household for a family of five with 
one offspring having special needs 
needing more supervision/care. 
We try to minimize expenses as 
much as possible...Quite a savings 
with minimal sacrifices thus far,” 
Baez said in an email to The Wire.

The upside of flip phones 
For Escarce, the advantage 

of switching over to a flip phone 
lays in the removal of distraction.

“I wanted to be less distract-
ed. And I also have pretty bad 
ADD so having one less thing 
to distract me from my home-
work is good,” Escarce said.

Having limited access to the 
internet has also helped Escarce 
to become less attached to tech-
nology and live in the moment.

“I used to check my email any 
time I had a device. I was like ‘email, 
email, email.’ But now I’ll get up in 
the morning and just go to class. Or 
I’ll just go to work or whatever and I 
won’t check my email. And just not 
checking it is nice,” Escarce said.

Escarce has extended his lim-
ited internet access to his laptop 
through blocking certain sites that 
have the potential to distract him, 
while leaving sites which will be 
useful in his homework unblocked.

Another conscience disso-
ciation from technology is Es-
carce’s decision to abstain from 
consuming news on the inter-
net. Escarce reads all of his news 
in printed newspapers and lim-

its his access to sites such as Face-
book and Youtube to once a week.

“I’m out of the loop on news. 
I recently decided that I don’t want 
to get the news through the com-
puter so I started ordering the “New 
York Times”…I check Facebook 
once a week once the block goes off 
on my computer I check Facebook 
and sometimes I’ll look at some 
Youtube videos,” Escarce said.

The lack of certain utilities of a 
smartphone is not a big deal for Es-
carce and he believes that his phone 
does most things that he needs it to 
do. From communication to sched-
uling, his flip phone does it all.

“I’ve got a full calendar with 
my whole schedule in it. And it 
has alarms, I can make remind-
ers and text people,” Escarce said.

He can even receive messages 
from the group message application 
GroupMe. Although GroupMe is 
usually accessed through an app on 
a smartphone, the messages in the 
group chat are texted to Escarce’s 
phone from one central number 
along with the name of the sender.

Smartphones can often be used 
as a crutch for their users in social 
situations. By removing the use 

of a smartphone from his life, Es-
carce believes he now has the au-
tonomy to remove himself from 
uncomfortable social situations.

“If I’m in a situation where I 
don’t really want to be there, I just 
leave instead of hanging out and be-
ing on my phone. Especially at par-
ties if I’m not enjoying myself, I just 
take off and go somewhere else, 
where before I would just be in the 
corner looking at my phone,” Es-
carce said. “It helps me say no to 
the things that I don’t really want.”

Escarce also finds that with-
out a smartphone he finds him-
self noticing the small de-
tails throughout his life.

“I also find I look up a lot 
more. And I’ll just look and say 
‘Wow the sky’s beautiful today.’ 
And sometimes I’ll be with some-
one and I’ll be like ‘Wow! Look at 
that!” and they’ll be like ‘Wow! 
I never saw that!’” Escarce said.

For Miguel Arneson, one ben-
efit of having a flip phone is the sat-
isfaction of being able to flip open 
the phone.

“Well you can flip it. That’s 
a nice feeling,” Arneson said.

Aside from the physical pleas-
ure of a flip phone, Arneson, like 
Escarce, has also found that all of 
the functions he needs in a phone 
are available in his flip phone. Tex-
ting and calling are enough for 
Arneson, and although the capa-
bility to play music is one utili-
ty that he misses, he makes up for 
this through the use of an Ipod.

Baez found that his choice to 
not have a phone has given him a 
freedom that he did not previously 
have when he had a phone for work.

“I feel unfettered and free 
to be me. I’m not tied down to it. 
When I had a phone for work pur-
poses I didn’t have boundaries and 
would get calls at all hours. So many 
things seemed urgent or an emer-
gency which can be fairly stress-
ful physiologically, psychologi-
cally and relationally,” Baez said.

Baez has also found that he 
can still communicate neces-
sary information without a phone.

“I am not much of a 
phone person...I usually keep 
phone conversations brief 
and to the point,” Baez said.

Any communication that 
Baez has the need for can be 
done through his work phone or 
by borrowing others’ phones.

“I have no issues in finding 
and communicating with others. 
The close people in my life sched-
ule regular times to talk with me 
by phone,” Baez said. “For exam-
ple, my mom calls about twice a 
month; my friends who live far 
away call me periodically. I can use 
my work phone...or borrow one of 
my family’s trac phones if needed.”

Baez has also found 
that he prefers communica-
tion through writing and email.

“I like to write - so email, let-
ters, cards is a good way for me 
to communicate,” Baez said.
Are smartphones really smarter? 

Although Escarce feels content 
in his use of a flip phone, one aspect 
of having a smartphone that he miss-
es is the ability to immortalize time.

“Now the main thing I miss 
is I can’t really track my life as 
well into the past. I used to be like 
‘what was I doing on that day and 
I find a picture.’ Or I used to do 
a lot of audio recordings of just 
like conversations you know to 
memorialize it. But now I don’t 
have any of that,” Escarce said.

Other downsides for Escarce 
are the limitation to words you can 
enter on the calendar and lack of ac-
cess to Google maps. To compen-
sate, Escarce has taken to memo-
rizing routes from Google maps be-
fore he goes somewhere new. When 
traveling abroad Escarce says that 
he would use a smartphone in or-
der to have access to this function.

“I think there are some draw-
backs, but in the end it real-
ly accentuates life,” Escarce said.

Arneson, like Escarce, is mostly 
content with his use of a flip phone; 
however, some small glitches in his 
phone have caused problems for 
him. One of these malfunctions is 
that the alarm doesn’t always work.

Aside from the functional-
ity of the phone, Arneson also 
feels as he is missing out on the 
ability to use technology as en-
tertainment in social situations.

“A lot of times I just see many 
people holding smartphones and 
flipping through stuff and I’m a lit-
tle bit jealous; I mean honestly I 
kind of want to flip through stuff. 
I want to not be bored, but I also 
don’t want to not be there with the 
people I’m with,” Arneson said.

For Baez there are few draw-
backs to not having a phone. 
Any communication that he 
needs can be done through oth-
er channels such as his work 
phone or writing emails or letters.

“I really can’t think of any for 
me” said Baez. “I’m sure I am miss-
ing out on all sorts of opportunities, 
but what I don’t know, I don’t know.”
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Voices from the Community What would you do with $100,000?
Photos by James Baker

CAITLIN
SCOTT
Junior

 “I’d buy an industrial-sized composter.”

STEVEN 
WOOLSTON
Sophomore

“I have two brothers so I’d probably 
put it toward their tuition, honestly. I 
think family is super important. I think 
I would save part of it just for materi-
al stuff -- not a ton, but, I don’t know, 
like right now I want a pair of shoes. I 
might buy a pair of shoes.”

TYEE 
WILLIAMS
Sophomore

“I’d invest in property.”

BEN
TRACY
First-year

“First I would buy anything for my 
friends under 1,000 dollars. Next, I 
would lease a Lamborghini Aventador 
for six months. Then, with the rest of 
that money, I would put it in a savings 
account and invest it in my future.”

I first heard about Stokely Car-
michael when I watched a doc-
umentary on Netflix called 

“Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975,” 
about the struggle during the civ-
il rights movement. The documen-
tary dedicated a significant amount 
of time to his life and what he did 
for his community, like many  oth-
er civil rights activists. But what 
struck me the most about him, 
something that was very revolu-
tionary and risky for the time, was 
the powerful and critical way he ad-
dressed the government of the time 
and how he tried to awaken his peo-
ple, and make them feel confident 
about the color of their skin so white 
people could no longer use their in-
securities against them.

Yet Stokely is a figure who is 
hardly mentioned in history books 
nowadays, perhaps because the CIA 
and the FBI that used to follow him 
everywhere and still feel the pow-
erful weight of his legacy. A for-
mer head of SNCC and later a Black 
Panther, Stokely was a both intelli-
gent and influential person during 
the civil rights movement, where he 
helped in mobilizing his communi-
ty. Stokely came to New York from 
Trinidad when he was 11 years old, 
attending a wealthy white school 
in which he was perhaps the only 
black student. This and other ex-
periences forged his revolutionary 
heart from a young age and made 
him very well aware of the condi-
tions of African Americans in the 
United States. By the age of 19, 
when he was a member of SNCC 
(Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee) at Howard Uni-
versity, because of his strong rhet-
oric against the injustices that the 
U.S. government had been commit-
ting to the black people and his dif-

ferent views on the methods that his 
community should carry out meas-
ures in order to protect itself, he was 
on FBI’s list as a dangerous subject 
that they had to be kept under con-
trol.

Stokely was the first to use the 
phrase ‘Black Power’ and ‘Black 
is beautiful,’ phrases that have be-
come popularized nowadays. He 
was confident in his identity and 
found a sense of pride in the color 
of his skin.  This was a revolution-
ary attitude the society of the time, 
where “blackness” was still widely 
used as a derogatory term.

But what has struck me the 
most about him was the courage of 
a person that started  talking in pub-
lic at a very young age, about issues 
that the government wished people 
to keep quiet about. He did not fear 
prison or even possible death. ‘I was 
born in jail’ he used to say. Imagine 
living in the United States during 
the 1960s and telling people in ral-
lies throughout the country: ‘What 
do we want? We want Black Pow-
er!’ This was considered as high-
ly risky and unnecessarily provoc-
ative even by his fellow civil rights 
activists, who thought Stokely act-
ing openly against white people in 
the country. He marched with 
MLK and other well-known 
activists, while maintain-
ing more radical views and 
a more critical mind towards 
the injustices. In the documen-
tary, he expresses his view: ‘I 
am not as merciful or patient as 
Dr.King.’

Stokely knew no com-
promise and thought it was 
useless to appeal to white 
consciousness or wait for 
white people to realize their 
mistakes and accept Black 
people. Back in the 
days, many assumed 
that ‘Black Power’ 
meant the supremacy 
of Black people. But 
that’s not what Stokely 
meant and unfortunate-
ly his words were sub-
stantially changed or ex-
aggerated by the media 
of the time. He simply want-
ed his community to realize 

the power that resided in them and 
that they could use it to better them-
selves and not feel subordinated to 
white people.

I think I had to write about his 
story, to remind ourselves that there 
is no ‘right time’ to respond to in-
justice, the only time is now. Per-
haps like Stokely, we will not see 
much change throughout our life-
time, but even the act of revolution-
izing yourself is very important and 
is already making the world a bet-
ter place.

Did Stokely succeed in help-
ing African Americans in the Unit-
ed States? He did. Maybe not many 
of his community know him today, 
but they know about Black Power. 
His legacy and his words have sur-
vived. But unfortunately, there is 
still room for his scepticism about 
America being unfair and hostile to 
Black people. What would Stokely 
say if he was still alive today? As 
he said in his ‘Black Power’ speech 
in July 28, 1966: ‘‘We must tell col-
lege graduates, that to be success-
ful is not to get a job at IBM or Wall 
Street. To be successful is to come 
back to your community and fight 
for them. 

Stokely reinvigorates 
black power

Did you know that the plain-
tiff of the Roe v. Wade case, 
which legalized abortion by 

extending the scope of the constitu-
tional right to privacy, later dedicat-
ed her life’s work to overturning the 
case? That plaintiff was Norma Mc-
Corvey who recently passed away 
on Jan. 18, 2016. McCorvey leaves 
behind a legacy that could be uti-
lized to socially discredit the histor-
ic decision in 1973.

A potential argument is that 
McCorvey’s transformation, from 
a pro-choice to a pro-life advo-
cate, denounces the legitimacy of 
the case and thus undermines the 
decision. McCorvey herself peti-
tioned the Supreme Court to reopen 
the case in 2005 (McCorvey v. Hill) 
claiming her right as an original lit-
igant. The Supreme Court ruled the 
claim moot which begs the ques-
tion: If McCorvey’s ideological 
transition is irrelevant to the deci-
sion made, then what is being said 
about the significance of the case 
and who it represents?

One could say that the case 
no longer represents the conserva-

tive, pro-life advocate McCorvey. 
But, I would argue that it continues 
to represent her as much as it rep-
resents all liberal pro-choice indi-
viduals. Analyzing the rights that 
were granted and regulated by Roe 
v. Wade plays a key part in my con-
viction.

Roe v. Wade emphasizes who 
has the decision to terminate the po-
tentiality of life harbored in a wom-
an’s womb. This is as much a ques-
tion of identity politics embedded in 
feminist discourse, as it is about the 
decision-making process itself. De-
cision-making is informed by fac-
tors such as time, place and context 
and how the individual is informed.  
As such, decisions are almost never 
consistent or stagnant as we believe 
them to be.

This mediation of choice is rel-
evant to McCorvey, whose deci-
sions are believed to fall into a lin-
ear progression. I believe that there 
is not such linearity and that each 
divisive decision she made was re-
flective of her situation.

Prior to meeting the lawyers 
who would go on to represent her, 
McCorvey was denied the right to 
an abortion of her third pregnancy 
in Texas. It is in this moment, with-
in the crux of  not having a choice 
about her body, that McCorvey en-
listed the help of attorneys Linda 
Coffee and Sarah Weddington. The 
same contextualization is necessary 
to understand her transformation.

Following 1973, McCorvey 
hid from the highly polarized pub-
lic for ten years. After that time, she 

revealed her identity and engaged 
in pro-choice advocacy. As a result, 
McCorvey suffered emotional and 
violent harassment from pro-life 
organizations and individuals. She 
would later recount being told that 
she was responsible for the death of 
millions of babies. Thus, it is with-
in this pressured guilt that McCor-
vey came to terms with her pro-life 
beliefs. 

This is not to say that her deci-

sions were ill-informed. Both afore-
mentioned instances are expres-
sions of her beliefs in certain pe-
riods of her life. Rather, her story 
shows how the U.S. political system 
cannot recognize that both the pres-
ervation of life and the desire for 
abortion could manifest in one in-
dividual. As a society, we want Mc-
Corvey to fit into one stance or the 
other, which she obliged to count-
less times in the narration of her sto-

ry.
Roe v. Wade acknowledges the 

aforementioned fluctuations and 
contextualization of choice persis-
tent in McCorvey’s lifetime.  It rep-
resents the right for women to make 
choices about their bodies but ulti-
mately does not infringe upon indi-
vidualized religious, ideological or 
philosophical pro-life beliefs one 
may have. It represents McCorvey - 
whether she wants it to or not.

Legacy of McCorvey and Roe v. Wade

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist

Everyone is watching you con-
stantly. You know it; I know 
it; everybody knows it. We 

know it from eating at Whitman 
dining halls. Dining halls pro-
duce a feeling of being watched 
in you unlike any other loca-
tion on campus. This school is so 
small and insular that it is hard 
not to feel the gaze of your fel-
low students from time to time.

I want to know how this feel-
ing works within public spaces on 
campus. I find this most clear in the 
example of the ‘Reid Date’ in that 
we all see the date unfolding while 
they, in turn, acknowledge the 
gaze of everyone else. Through the 
‘Reid Date’ we can see how ‘watch-
ing’ works in spaces on campus.

The ‘Reid Date’ is a spe-
cial kind of social phenomenon. 
We’ve all seen it and many of us 
have been on one. They are both a 
uniquely ‘Whitman’ and socially 
interesting situation that happens 
in our campus center. Unlike other 
moments of this reciprocal watch-
ing, say, in the quiet room, the 
Reid date shows the gaze of oth-
ers in the way that you are caught 
up in the act of the date. You 
choose not to stare at others dur-
ing the date because your attention 
is focused on your dining partner.

Reid Dates importantly differ 
from other romantic activities, be-
cause, of course, they happen in the 
Reid Café (its proper name: Café 
66). Sharing meals is paramount 
to ‘getting to know someone’, and 
Café 66 offers many benefits. You 
have lots of time to talk, enjoy va-
rieties of food, mitigate possible fi-
nancial strain  and so on. None of 
this matters to the problem at hand; 
the space itself constitutes the Reid 
Date, which in turn gives access 
to the panopticism of social life at 
Reid Campus Center. I use ‘pano-
pticism’ because I’m indulgent; it 
comes from a thought-experiment 

of a prison in which the guards 
can see everything. A French guy 
talks about it, but we don’t care 
about that; the ‘seeing everything’ 
is the important part. Reid’s con-
struction creates the feeling of 
being watched while also ena-
bling others to, in fact, watch you.

Café 66 contributes appre-
ciable ergonomic realities to the 
way that hearing and sight work 
on Reid Dates. In café 66, there 
are two levels of seating. Often, 
Reid Dates will occupy the raised 
stools on the wings by the win-
dows. These are some of the only 
two-person tables in the café, and 
stand out as obvious locales for the 
undivided attention of a roman-
tic engagement. From this perch 
high above the rest of the eating 
area, the two interlocutors are on 
display for the in-numerous pa-
trons of Café 66; the single din-
ers look up from their phones and 
laptops to observe ‘how well’ the 
date goes, what they laugh and 
talk about, how long they spend 
after both have finished eating.

This gaze works with sound 
as well, despite the many imped-
iments in the café. Over the dull 
buzz of the milkshake blender and 
echoing order numbers, the date 
is observed. Its awkward laughter 
reverberates around the space, it 
hails us into watching. At this mo-
ment, a counter-watching happens 
in the two diners high above. They 
understand their precarious posi-
tion in the Reid ecology; they have 
watched before and know they are 
the object of Reid’s gaze. They too 
have thought of the influence their 
location and social dynamics play 
in forming the date as an event.

This solidifies ideas about 
socially constructed identity on 
campus. While this panoptical 
language does not refer to actu-
al problems of surveillance, (al-
though there is a webcam above 
the Coffee Cart of Reid that sur-
veys the cafeteria landscape) the 
sight of others in dining spac-
es cannot evade our attention. As 
a whole this gives greater insight 
into how social identity works on 
campus. The sense of observation 
that comes from thinking of Reid 
Dates in this way demonstrates 
the use of social spaces on cam-
pus. People sometimes come to see 
others, or may come to be seen.

Reid dates: a study

ZUHRA  
AMINI
Columnist

Illustration by Nate Raphael

Illustration byMeg Cuca

ALEX
PITTS
Columnist
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Je suis 
Sweden

After a multiple-year FBI 
investigation, concrete 
evidence of Kathlee Mor-

ray’s infamous student-fighting 
ring arose last Tuesday, causing 
the ring to finally shut down. 
FBI agent July Dunn, who 
worked undercover within Mor-
ray’s inner circle since her time 
at Whitman began, cracked the 
case after stumbling upon Mor-
ray’s personal social media ac-
count.

“Morray pitted many stu-
dent groups against each oth-
er: Greek vs. Independent, ath-
letes vs. non-athletes, science 
majors vs non-science majors, 
etc ... She used the results to re-
ally dictate where school funds 
would go,” Donn said. Donn un-
covered evidence on a Twitter 
account called @KATHYMON-
EY, which tweeted last week 
“STUDENTS WHO STUDY 
ABROAD NEED TO LEARN 
TO FIGHT LOL NO MORE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 4 THEM”, 

and was tracked back to Mor-
ray’s Blackberry.

Fights occurred in the Me-
morial Building clock tower, 
where the bell was frequently 
used as a weapon in the fights. 
Suspicions were raised two 
years ago when a large blood 
stain was found on the bell, but 
Morray shut down the internal 
investigation.

Multiple professors across 
campus are now being inves-
tigated for their connection to 
the ring. Advisors suggested the 
ring to students during registra-
tion, forcibly advertising SSRA-
001 Intro to Boxing, which 
turned out to be Morray’s ring.

Evolutionary Biology pro-
fessor Charlie Darwin said, “Of 
course I was sending my advi-
sees into the ring. Survival of 
the fittest.”

Morray released a statement 
on her Twitter last night which 
read, “I will never do that again, 
but please register for my class 
SSRA-002 Advanced Boxing 
next fall. We are gonna learn a 
lot.”

by ARIE KNOPS
Breitbart Reporter

Illustration by Nate Raphael          

MOODY TOONS: The Idea

The guns firing. The cannons 
booming. The civilians 
screaming. These are just a 

few descriptions of the civil war 
that has broken out in Sweden, 
just as the President of the Unit-
ed States predicted last week.

Reporters from The 
Wire were on the ground in 
the war zone in an attempt 
to gather information about 
the impending implosion.

However, our reporters 
couldn’t gather much from the 
civilians focused on maintain-
ing their lives. The only infor-
mation we’ve gotten so far are 
the following intense images. 
Please be warned: some of these 
descriptions are quite graphic.

From news reporter, Chris-
toph Hanky: “All I could hear 
was the booming of muskets, 
the shriek of the trebuchets. 
There were shattered ABBA re-
cords all around me. No one 
could see anything. Quietly, 
from the back corner of the room, 
‘You can dance, you can jive...’”

From white people corre-
spondent, Michael Shinstagram: 
“The meatballs. They were cov-
ered by debris. I saw them one 
moment and then the next, I was 
screaming, ‘MEATBALLS?!  
MEATBALLS?!’ No luck though. 
Those meatballs were gone.”

Finally, from velvet back-
pack connoisseur, Peggo Lid: “It 
was peaceful for a while. Like 
an eye of the storm. No one had 
cried yet. No one had died yet. 
The danger was away from us. 
And then the darkness came. 
The Swedish flag was burning 
in one corner, and Hans Chris-
tian Anderson books were lit 
on fire in another corner. Wom-
en came streaming down the 
street, singing beautiful ope-
ras with tears in their eyes. Men 
were eating tobacco in order to 
save it from the oppressors. The 
IKEAs were closing their doors 
to the street for the final time. 
Then the muskets started again. 
The muskets that never stopped.”

The Wire hopes Swe-
den makes it through this very 
real, totally true crisis that def-
initely is happening for real.

by ANTHONY REALE
Amateur LARPer

Trump’s Security Chief pick is exactly who we 
expected: a literal bowl of soup

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Liberal Snowflake

In a sudden turn of events, the 
CEO of the United States, Don-
ald Trump, has selected a new 

National Security Advisor. The pre-
vious NSA John F. Kelly was force-
fully dismissed by Trump after his 
second cousin’s best friend’s cat-sit-
ter posted a meme on Facebook that 
referred to Trump as “an amber-
colored terrestrial slug with no mor-
als and teeny-weeny, slimy hands.”

After a brief evaluation pro-
cess, Cream of Chicken & Wild 
Rice Soup, a conservatively expen-
sive meal from Panera Bread®, has 
been appointed to the position. A 
White House insider told The Wire 
that Trump’s reasoning behind the 
pick had to do with the soup’s sub-
stantial background in international 
affairs and its good Christian faith.

Currently, the soup is being 
distributed at Panera Bread® loca-
tions throughout the United States, 
as well as parts of Canada–a coun-
try that Trump is very worried 
about. At a press conference last 
month, Trump said in an obnox-
iously loud voice, “Canada is not 
to be trusted. Their leader, he’s far 
too nice for my liking. I think he 
might be an LGBT. Not that it mat-
ters, of course, but it’s something 
my team would like to look into.”

On the subject of his new 
Homeland Security chief pick, the 
president went on to say that it was 
“very yummy in my tummy.” It is so 
far uncertain if the Cream of Chick-
en & Wild Rice Soup has similar 
sentiments towards Trump, most-
ly because it is an inanimate object.

Illustration by Haley King

What some professors do on 3-day weekends

The three-day break last week-
end gave students and profes-
sors a chance to relax, work 

on schoolwork and experiment with 
potent forms of recreational drugs. 
Among the professors who chose 
the latter option, William Brown, 
a chemistry professor, and Ari Sto-
ttle, a philosophy professor, were 
willing to share their experiences.

Brown and Stottle traveled 

to Seattle in Brown’s VW Van 
and attended a rave. “All of my 
students told me it was the most 
mentally stimulating experi-
ence they ever had, so I knew 
I had to go,” Stottle said, fan-
ning the smoke that followed him 
as he emerged from his office.     

Although the deafening mu-
sic and modern dance moves 
made both PhD holders uncom-
fortable, they embraced the fish-
nets-as-pants style and adjust-

ed to the idea of potentially seeing 
more students than they ever imag-
ined they would. Brown was seen 
stuffing colorful smoothie-fla-
vored Tums into his pockets for re-
search, while several attendees ob-
served Stottle having a philosophi-
cal epiphany near the punch bowl.

“The best part of my week-
end, and maybe even my life, was 
when I crowd-surfed over the sea 
of neon body suits and glitter tat-
toos. I’ve never felt so connected 

to myself or to this beautiful, mys-
terious world,” Brown reflected.

Upon returning to Whitman, 
Brown and Stottle were disappoint-
ed to find that their colleagues dis-
approved of their behavior. Practi-
cally every department chastised 
them for “losing control of them-
selves.” The two professors, howev-
er, could not help but notice the shy, 
tenured economics professor who 
smiled at them and then accidental-
ly wandered into the chemistry lab.   

by REBECCA GLUCK
Candle Designer

Cartoon by Nick Sekits

Kathlee Morray’s fighting ring finally shut down  


