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Spring Break is often a time 
when the campus sees an in-
crease in crime. Normal-

ly there are several incidents of 
theft, and some students will 
choose to report the crime to 
Whitman’s Security Office. When 
this happens, the crime is add-
ed to the Whitman College Daily 
Crime Log.  The most recent en-
try in the crime log was a burgla-
ry on March 20 when two indi-
viduals accessed Sherwood Cent-
er via its roof before being appre-
hended and arrested by police. 

The Daily Crime Log is open 
to the public and is an online doc-
ument where anyone can see the 
crimes that have been reported 
to Whitman. Logged crimes in-
clude larceny (theft of personal 
property), burglary, drug and al-
cohol violations, vandalism, Ti-
tle IX violations and others. The 
log includes the date, time, loca-
tion and nature of the incidents. 

According to Matt Stroe, Di-
rector of Security, there are a few 
ways crime is reported on cam-
pus. Often students report directly 
to the Office of Security, though 
crimes may be reported by cam-
pus security authorities: securi-
ty officers, Whitman staff and 
faculty, and peer leaders such as 
resident assistants, intercultur-
al center interns, Reid building 
managers, and security escorts. 

Stroe believes that the stu-
dent reporters are often helpful 
because they might be more ap-
proachable than security officers 
or members of the administration. 

“Students will sometimes be 
more open with a peer than they 
will be with an adult. Sometimes 
you see an adult and you kind of 
clam up, but more information 
may be gleaned from a student-
to-student interaction,” Stroe said. 
Stroe also helps students report 
crimes to the Walla Walla 
Police Department if they 
do not feel comfortable 
reporting themselves. 

“Most of the 
time [crime reports] 
come from the stu-
dents themselves 
calling securi-
ty,” Stroe said. 
“It kinds of come 
down to some 
students, fac-
ulty, staff alike 
who don’t like in-
teracting with 
law enforcement 
and I have no prob-
lem being that liai-
son if they need it.”

Many of the crimes 
will end up in Whitman’s 
annual Clery Report, but 
others exist solely in the cam-
pus crime log. Since Septem-
ber of 2013, 189 crimes have 
been recorded in the crime 
log. Only 42 of these are alco-
hol and drug violations. Al-
most 40 percent of the crimes 
were reported in on-campus 
housing, excluding fraternities. 

Excluding alcohol and drug 

violations, Jewett and Prentiss 
Halls tied for the most on-campus 
crime. Most crime at Prentiss Hall 
is theft, which Stroe accredits to 
the easily accessible bike racks. 

“Some of the bikes that were 
getting stolen were from the 

Bon Appetite back door. Some-
one could come up the dark 

street there, Nakomi Lane, 
grab them, then go up an-

other dark street, Lin-
den Lane. It’s all about 

access,” Stroe said. 
Senior sociol-

ogy major Gavin 
Osegueda is writ-
ing his thesis on 
how Whitman 
and Walla Walla 
Community Col-
lege students have 
different fears of 
crime. Through his 
research, he found 

that students at both 
colleges were more 

likely to fear crimes 
that they thought would 

be committed against 
them. He also noted that 

Whitman students are more 
likely to fear crime from out-

side of the Whitman community. 
“This is pretty difficult be-

cause it seems that most of Whit-
man College students’ fear of 
crime stems from exterior forc-
es. I feel as if the political climate 
contributes to fear of crime, es-
pecially because it is framed as 
such a major social issue by the 

Trump Administration,” Osegue-
da wrote in an email to The Wire. 

Overall, Stroe, Maxwell 
and Dunn are relatively pleased 
with the direction of crime re-
porting at Whitman. The num-
ber of thefts is down across cam-
pus and the college has a posi-
tive relationship with the Walla 
Walla Police Department. How-
ever, students do still need to 
take precautions to protect them-
selves and their belongings. 

“Last year, constantly, some-
times even twice a day, we 
were getting calls saying peo-
ple had missing bikes or elec-
tronics. But, we’ve been pret-
ty fortunate this year that we 
haven’t gotten a lot,” Stroe said. 

“As a college campus and as 
a city, both Whitman and Walla 
Walla are safe. I feel safe living 
here, but it’s not nirvana ... People 
need to take precautions for their 
own personal safety. When I leave, 
I lock my home. When I get out of 
my car, I lock my car. When I park 
my bicycle, I lock it up. Like, I 
take precautions for my safety and 
the safety of my family and my 
possessions. I would hope that ... 
students will feel that same sense 
of responsibility,” Maxwell said.

Whitman College faculty re-
cently voted to decrease the max-
imum credits allowed in the Col-
lege’s pay by credit policy. As of this 
year, second semester seniors who 
petition to pay by credit can take up 
to eight credits, twice as many as 
the four credits required next year.

A working group consisting 
of faculty, staff and administrators 
recommended the change. Because 
the eight credit stipulation was in 
the Faculty Code, a vote of the full 
faculty was required to change the 
policy. The working group includ-
ed the Provost and Dean of Fac-
ulty Alzada Tipton, Vice Pres-
ident for Finance and Treasur-

er Peter Harvey, Dean of Admis-
sions Tony Cabasco and Chair of 
the Faculty Melissa Clearfield.

Provost Tipton said the main 
reason for the policy change was to 
bring Whitman College in line with 
practices at other colleges and uni-
versities that do not offer pay-per-
credit opportunities for seniors.

“Most colleges and universi-
ties have senior residency require-
ments, which expect students to be 
full-time in their senior year,” Tip-
ton said. “The reason for such pol-
icies is that colleges believe that it 
is a dilution of the students’ college 
experience and a loss to the college 
community to have students away 
from campus or not fully engaged 
with campus in their senior year.”

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

Crime log shows relatively high 
crime around residence halls    

Pay by credit policy 
change rankles students
by LINDSEY BRODECK
Staff Reporter

The multi-generational, the se-
cluded, the tiny: enter the liv-
ing spaces of four Whitman 

students who call their unconven-
tional dwellings “home.” By upend-
ing traditional college living expe-
riences, the students’ insights of-
fer the chance to reconsider how 
where we live impacts how we live.

‘Caton & Company’:
 an unconventional family
Just a few blocks from cam-

pus, juniors Robby Boyer and Jef-
frey Maher reside in a home 
where they make up two mem-
bers of ‘Caton and Company.’

The Caton family–Whitman 

alumni Nick and Julie Caton and 
their middle school aged daugh-
ter, Kaeldra–share their home 
with Maher, Boyer and two oth-
er Whitman alumni–the ‘company.’

As sophomores searching for 
a place to live the following year, 
Boyer and Maher first became 
aware of the possibility of living 
with the Catons because of their in-
volvement with Whitman’s Renais-
sance Faire Club. Maher and Boy-
er, both music majors, participat-
ed in the Renaissance Faire for the 
first time last year through music. 
Boyer also took part in the club’s 
annual Murder Mystery dinner.

The Catons are heavily involved 
in putting on the college’s annual 
Rennaisance Faire, helping to design 
costumes, prepare food and more.

But for Maher, President 
of the Tabletop Games Club, 
the Catons’ penchant for board 
games drew him in most of all.

“I wanted to live here be-
cause they do monthly game nights 
the first Friday of the month, and 
when it’s not an orchestra concert, 
it’s my top priority,” Maher said.

Board games and Renais-
sance Faire are just two things 
that bring together the members 
of the house. Arguably the most 
important event? Family dinner.

“Coming here was also at-
tractive because I’m on the Ca-
ton meal plan, [that’s] what I 
call it,” Maher explained as Jul-
ie yelled half-jokingly from the 
kitchen not to tell anyone about it.

Familiar faces, strange places
by OLIVIA GILBERT
Feature Editor

see HOME, page 4 see CREDIT, page 2 

Whitties living in unusual settings

The percentage of 
crimes recorded in the 
campus crime log since 
September of 2013:

39% 
ON-CAMPUS 

HOUSING

see CAMPUS CRIME, paGE 2
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Clearfield agreed, saying that 

the main reason for the policy 

change had to do with concerns 

about campus community.

“What was convincing to 

me and the faculty was concerns 

about the breadth of education and 

sense of community, especially 

between classes. This change 

is a smaller deal than people 

think it is,” Clearfield said.

Meghan Ash, a senior 

anthropology major currently 

paying by credit, does not 

agree with the policy change.

“Working with four credits 

severely limits your options. I 

got lucky. It would have affected 

me if I needed to fill in one of 

my last distributions. What this 

new rule does is it makes it really 

difficult for you to do anything 

except for thesis if you’re 

paying by credit,” Ash said.

Second semester seniors 

interested in paying by credit must 

petition the Dean of Students to 

be granted regular student status 

on a pay-per-credit basis. For 

Ash, the Dean almost didn’t allow 

her to pay by credit because she 

was taking twelve credits at the 

community college, which proved 

she could pay other institutions. 

The price for the twelve credits at 

the community college was $1,000.

According to the college 

catalog, the charge for one full 

semester is $23,745 for the 

2016-17 year. The per-credit-

hour charge for second semester 

senior students is $1,979. 

Typically, college classes are 

three or four credits, making the 

cost per class $5,721 or $7,628. 

Taking eight or fewer credits 

under the existing pay by credit 

policy would save students 

a minimum of over $8,400.

“There certainly is an 

additional financial component 

[from the college’s perspective] 

and I won’t deny that. That 

was only one of many factors,” 

Clearfield said.

An email sent to the Whitman 

community on February 27 

titled “Check Your Schedules,” 

informed students of the last 

date to withdraw from classes 

and briefly described the policy 

change in the second paragraph. 

Registrar Stacey Giusti and Vice 

President for Communications 

and Public Relations Josh Jensen 

were responsible for the message.

Jensen said the briefness 

of the message was intentional.

“We combined the message 

only to have less emails. The 

registrar happened to have 

an email planned and we just 

tagged along,” Jensen said.

Junior Mario Santos-

Davidson had planned since his 

first year to pay by credit his 

last semester. He did not notice 

the policy change in the email.

“It’s so sudden. I didn’t 

notice it because after reading the 

first paragraph, it was just like 

all of the emails [the registrar] 

sends us,” Santos-Davidson 

said. “If you combine it with 

an email you send out twice a 

week, no one is going to read it.”

As a member of the golf team, 

Santos-Davidson has to take at 

least twelve credits every semester 

and has the option to pay by credit 

his last semester. He planned to 

take full loads every semester, 

which would leave seven credits 

in his last semester. With the 

policy change, he will now pay 

for two full semesters his senior 

year, a difference of over $10,000.

According to Jensen, in 

the last decade there was a 

trend of more students utilizing 

the pay by credit system.

“There was a sense that the 

old pay by credit system was 

introducing an incentive to bunch 

up credits earlier on with the 

goal to save a few dollars later,” 

Jensen said. “The students most 

likely to use it were ones with no 

need-based aid. They might be 

interested in saving the family 

some money, but they weren’t 

the ones who needed it the most.”

According to Provost Tipton, 

8 percent of students receiving 

need-based financial paid by 

credit, as opposed to 13 percent 

of students who did not receive 

need-based aid. The percentages 

were calculated using data from 

the last eight graduating classes.

For many families, even 

ones who do not qualify for need-

based aid, having the option to 

pay by credit is a valuable option.

“I didn’t think there was 

going to be a [financial] issue 

when I started college, but 

my dad’s business has been 

doing poorly the last couple of 

years because he is a mechanic 

and it’s super unpredictable,” 

Santos-Davidson said. “So it is 

a struggle to get through the last 

year. I was thinking this would 

be a great way to help out. I’m 

pretty upset about the change.”

W
hitman College is 

required to release 

a Clery Report each 

year as per the Clery Act of 

1990 which requires academic 

institutions to report campus 

crime statistics. The goal 

of the Clery Act is to make 

sure prospective students can 

make an informed decision 

in their college selection. 

Director of Security Matt 

Stroe works with Associate 

Dean of Students Juli Dunn and 

Associate Dean of Students: 

Student Programs and Activities 

Barbara Maxwell. Stroe, 

Dunn and Maxwell all note 

that the Clery report, though 

crafted with good intentions, 

is often a flawed metric for 

comparing colleges. Part of 

this is due to the act’s strange 

requirements, such as requiring 

the college to have an action 

plan for students missing from 

residence halls but not requiring 

the college to report larceny. 

“We could have 100 

bicycles stolen, but they are not 

going to end up in the Clery 

report because larceny isn’t a 

Clery statistic,” Maxwell said. 

Dunn includes Title 

IX violations in Whitman’s 

Clery Report. However, some 

incidents cannot be filed in 

the Clery Report if Dunn 

does not have sufficient 

information about the offense. 

“Clery is all about the ‘what’ 

and ‘where,’ and Title IX is all 

about the ‘who,’” Dunn said 

about sexual assault statistic 

reporting. Dunn is unable to 

include all Title IX cases she 

hears because she does not 

always have the case specifics 

required for Clery reporting. 

The Clery Report does not 

acknowledge how some schools 

may have more successful 

reporting programs than others. 

For example, Whitman College 

reported seven incidents of 

forcible sexual offenses in 2014, 

while Western Washington 

University, which enrolls 

ten times as many students 

as Whitman, reported nine. 

Western’s Title IX reporting 

process has been criticized in the 

past, which could help explain 

why two schools with vastly 

different student populations 

report such similar numbers. 

“Clery really was intended 

to create an even playing 

field so that when parents and 

prospective students looked they 

would have sense of the types of 

crimes that are occurring. The 

problem is, with sex offences 

in particular ... anybody can 

[anonymously file a complaint] 

and it will be counted by Clery 

... at other colleges you have 

to go to the head security 

officer or their chief of police,” 

Maxwell said. Students will 

be more likely to report Title 

IX violations if they can do so 

easily without going to security.

What is the Clery Report? 

from CREDIT, page 1

“There was a sense that 
the old pay by credit 
system was introducing 
an incentive to bunch 
up credits earlier on 
with the goal to save a 
few dollars later.”
Josh Jensen
Vice President for Communications and 
Public Relations

Corrections to Issue 7

“Philosophy professor hired” 

on page 3 incorrectly named 

the teaching position as the 

Picket-Alan professorship in 

ethics. The correct title is the 

Pigott Allen professorship in 

ethics.

The illustration on the page 8 

was drawn by Taylor Penner-

Ash.

Policy change hits student wallets

Infographic by Peter Eberle

“Clery is all about the 
‘what’ and ‘where,’ and 
Title IX is all about the 
‘who.’”
Juli Dunn
Associate Dean of Students WHITMAN SECURITY: (509) 527-5777

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY: (509) 527-1960

Walla Walla PD direct line (509) 527-4434

Juli Dunn, Title IX Administrator
(509) 524-2049

from CAMPUS CRIME, page 1
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by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Issacs Renovation under way
Phase One expected to last until August

ASWC uses new appointment process

ASWC’s Nominations 
Committee recently 
began using a new 

procedure to install students 
in temporary positions on 
governing boards. These 
temporary appointments 
replace more long-term student 
representatives for a single 
semester, while they are abroad 
or otherwise off campus.

The first temporary 
representatives were appointed 
last spring to the Diversity, 
Student Life and Academic 
Governing Boards, as well as the 
Library Committee. Governing 
Boards are comprised of student, 
staff and faculty representatives 
and present to the trustees 
during their visits to campus. 
As such, they meet only a few 
times a year, meaning that until 
the creation of temporary posts, 
student representatives who 
studied off-campus left empty 
spots in what could be a majority 
of those meetings for the year.

“Because we’re appointing 
people before or around their 
junior year, then often people go 
abroad. And historically, what’s 

happened with that is that while 
they’re abroad, there’s simply 
less student representation 
on that committee,” senior 
and ASWC president Arthur 
Shemitz said. “That can make 
it difficult to ensure consistent 
student representation.”

That didn’t sit well with 
the Nominations committee, 
according to junior senator 
and Ombudsman AnnaMarie 
McCorvie. McCorvie chaired 

the committee last year and 
said that the appointment of 
temporary representatives 
was chosen as an alternative 
to only hiring students with 
no plans to leave campus.

“We talked a lot about 
whether we should not hire 
people who we know are going 
to go abroad for governing board 
positions,” McCorvie said, 
adding that denying positions 
to students who wanted to study 

off-campus was “something 
that we decided was unfair.”

So the committee instead 
nominated representatives as 
normal, and when senior Dennis 
Young became Nominations 
Chair, he was tasked with 
creating a new system. Under 
that system, the nominee 
recommends a replacement 
and the recommended 
person then goes through the 
nomination process as normal.

Junior Jake Barokas 
went through that process 
last spring, when his friend 
Steven Aslin recommended 
him as a temporary student 
representative on the Student 
Life governing board. Barokas 
had considered applying 
for the position himself, he 
said, but decided against it 
because he was also working 
as a Resident Assistant.

“Steven ended up applying 
and getting it, and so I got to 
talk to him about what that was 
like last semester,” Barokas 
said. Aslin, knowing Barokas’ 
interest, recommended him 
for the temporary slot, and 
Barokas was confirmed as 
a replacement at a Senate 
meeting shortly afterward.

The recommendation 
system, McCorvie said, is 
special to governing boards 
because of the high-stakes 
nature of those boards. The 
library committee, she noted, is 
an exception because it features 
only one student representative, 
and to leave a college committee 
entirely without student 
representation for a semester, she 
said, would be “irresponsible.”

The process itself, McCorvie 
said, is in a sort of a test phase.

“We take governing board 
appointments very seriously. 
We work really hard to make 
sure we’re appointing the best 
people,” McCorvie said. “We’re 
not trying to do anything behind 
closed doors, or just having 
people recommend their friends, 
but it is different than the way 
we usually hire ... It’s new, and 
we’ve never tried it before, and 
we’re seeing how it works.”

“We talked a lot about 
wheter we should not 
hire people who we 
know are going to go 
abroad for governing 
board positions.”
AnnaMarie McCorvie
Junior Senator and Ombudsman

by ANDY MONSERUD
Staff Reporter

Students who vacate their governing board seats may now nominate replacements.  Photo by Jackie Grieson

Susanne Beechey 
on health care

Whitman students  
returned from break to 
find an Isaacs Avenue in 

gravelly disarray. Phase I of the 
road’s renovation, which began 
in early March, stretches from 
the intersection of Rose and Park 
Streets up north to Clinton Street.

The renovation aims to 
improve the safety, efficiency and 
aesthetic of a road that hundreds 
of Whitman students must cross 

every day on the way to campus. 
Whitman has worked with the 
city for a number of years to 
improve the arterial, on which 
numerous students have reported 
being hit by cars. Collaborative 
efforts between the school and the 
city include the lighted crosswalk 
in front of the TKE fraternity.

A city report documented 
5.59 collisions per million 
vehicle miles travelled on Isaac’s, 
which is more than triple the 
statewide average for similar 
roads. In a survey about the 

safety and quality of the road, 77 
percent of respondents reported 
that it was uncomfortable 
to walk alongside the road.  

The portion of Isaac’s 
adjacent to Whitman will be 
completed in August of this 
summer (it was scheduled 
for minimum interference 
with the Whitman calendar). 
Among improvements will 
be a reduction of the street 
from four to three lanes, bike 
lanes, additional street lighting 
and additional crosswalks.

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

On March 24, 2017, House 
Republicans withdrew 
the American Health Care 

Act before it was  put up for a 
vote. On Tuesday, March 28 Wire 
reporter Kate Grumbles spoke 
with Associate Professor of 
Politics Susanne Beechey about 
the bill’s implications.

What did you see as the main 
reasons for why the repeal of the 
ACA did not go through?

The main reason that the 
Republicans were not able to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act 
was because the Republicans 
couldn’t agree. They were not 
able to bring together their 
party in the House behind what 
one version of the repeal should 
look like. The failure to pass 
the bill through the House is an 
example of the diverse opinions 
in the Republican caucus 
around healthcare, and what 
the best form of government 
involvement in healthcare should 
be. Essentially, they ran into the 
same problems the Democrats 
had when trying to pass the 
Affordable Care Act, which is 
that it’s a really delicate political 
balance with lots of competing 
interests. The Republican 
speaker Paul Ryan wasn’t able 
to gather together the votes he 
needed to pass it. Republicans 
typically do a pretty good job 
of being able to wrangle the 
votes for the legislation that the 
party leaders are supporting, but 
part of why this is particularly 
hard with healthcare is because 
healthcare is really hard. It’s 
really complicated and the 
Affordable Care Act itself is 
a delicate balance of political 
compromises. As soon as the 
Republican stance moved from 
simply repeal, to repeal and 
replace, then they were putting 
themselves into that really 
difficult political contest around 
how you balance the competing 
interests and constituencies 
around healthcare. They weren’t 
able to find a compromise.

How stable is Obamacare in the 
long run? Do the assumptions 
that it will break down in the 
near future have any truth to 
them?

I think that’s a hard question, 
and there are multiple answers. 
My first answer is, I don’t know. I 
think there are problems with the 
Affordable Care Act. Certainly 
those problems are not going to 
be addressed and so there is an 

aspect here that is to wait and 
see, ‘what does that mean?’ I am 
less pessimistic than some who 
say that the whole thing is going 
to collapse in on itself. I don’t 
think that it’s going to collapse 
in on itself, but I do think that 
there are likely some particular 
constituencies that will find 
themselves falling through holes 
or trapped in no-win situations. I 
don’t think that the ACA is doing 
everything that I would like to 
see the state do for people, in 
terms of being able to get quality 
and affordable healthcare. I do 
think that there are folks who 
will be harmed by this ‘let it run 
its course,’ I also think overall 
it’s substantially better than 
repealing.

What happens next for 
healthcare in the U.S.?

I don’t think that we’re done 
debating health care in the U.S., 
I think that the conversation is 
likely going to turn to Medicaid 
and maybe Medicare, although 
there’s substantial political 
support for Medicare. I think 
that’s a more difficult one to 
take on. There’s still very real 
questions about costs and access 
and affordability that continue to 
be really important. I think we 
should remember that Affordable 
Care Act is one piece of the 
health care infrastructure of the 
federal government. Medicaid 
and Medicare are also parts of 
that infrastructure. Medicaid I 
think is likely the place where 
the debate will go next. I think 
more broadly, we’re going to 
continue to talk about healthcare, 
and particularly access to quality 
healthcare and affordability 
of insurance and healthcare. I 
think the Affordable Care Act 
was a compromise and my sense 
is that the federal government 
will need to come back to that 
compromise at some point, 
but it looks like that’s not 
going to be in the near future.  Cotractors begin digging up Isaacs Avenue before Spring Break. Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya.

“I don’t think that we’re 
done debating health 
care in the U.S., I think 
that the conversation 
is likely going to turn 
to Medicaid and maybe 
Medicare, although 
there’s substantial 
political support for 
Medicare.”
Susanne Beechey
Politics Professor

Procedure to fill vacant governing board seats goes into effect  
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The enchanting live-ac-
tion adaptation of Disney’s 
1991 musical “Beauty 

and the Beast” has captured the 
hearts and minds of viewers since 
opening on March 17, recounting 
with a modern twist the belov-
ed tale of a confident yet gentle 
girl who is able to find love and 
compassion in an angry beast.

With Emma Watson starring 
as Belle and Dan Stevens play-
ing the role of the beast, the fan-
tasy film, directed by Bill Con-
don, tells the story of a beauti-
ful village girl who is dissatis-
fied with her provincial life in a 
tiny French town, using books as 
a way to escape to far off places. 
Raised by her father, she learns 
to see the value within people, 
including herself, where others 
might see nothing. Her confi-
dence and self-respect are made 
clear when she ignores the vil-
lagers’ insults towards her, re-
jects the handsome yet self-en-
thralled Gaston and bravely tak-
ing her father’s place as prison-
er in the castle of a monstrous 
Beast. Belle soon discovers the 
enchanting features of the cas-
tle, as the castle’s magical ob-
jects are under a curse that was 
placed on them by an enchant-
ress due to the beast’s inability 
to see past material beauty. Belle, 
with her inextricable ability to 
see the value within, eventual-
ly sees the beast for who he real-
ly is and must protect him from 
the ignorant wrath of her village.

As critics argue over wheth-
er the new adaptation diverges 
too much from the animated clas-
sic or not, it provides, without a 
doubt, a fresh perspective on an 
age-old fairy tale. While the ob-
vious difference occurs in the 
live-action rendering of the film, 
“Beauty and the Beast” is brought 
to life in more ways than one.

The casting displays more 
diversity than the 1991 ani-
mation, featuring several in-
terracial couples and hinting 
at LeFou’s and another minor 
character’s sexuality at sever-
al points throughout the movie.

Watson’s character also 
takes on an enhanced role in fem-
inist activism. “Beauty and the 
Beast” has long been admired for 
Belle’s divergence from the typ-
ical Disney princess. She is por-
trayed as a self-reliant, fearless 
girl who finds value in what she 
reads as opposed to what she sees, 
one of the reasons she is so put 
off by the superficial character 
Gaston. The new film takes this 
image one step further, depicting 
Belle as an activist. Her love for 
education is taken to a new lev-
el as she teaches a younger girl 
how to read. Although the entire 
village finds her actions “fool-
ish” and “odd,” she still seeks to 
fill her head with knowledge and 
is a role-model for younger girls 
as she strives to share the pow-
er of learning with them as well.

While the live-action ver-
sion enhanced themes such as 
love and humor, it also brought 
to light darker themes, portray-
ing violent scenes such as wolf 
attacks or castle fights with 
more intensity. Gun shots, in-
juries and death are more viv-
idly portrayed in live-action.

With a new twist also comes 
a newfound desperation among 
Mrs. Potts, Cogsworth and the 
rest of the enchanted house-
hold objects. With each pet-
al that drops from the enchant-
ress’ rose, the characters be-
come ever more inanimate. This 
transforms the feelings of in-
vitation found in the anima-
tion into feelings of distress as 
they are just as reliant on Belle 
to break the curse as the Beast is.

Nevertheless, “Beauty and 
the Beast” was a captivating spin 
off of the 1991 romantic fanta-
sy classic, full of thrilling music, 
talented cast members and plenty 
of magical moments.

Mike McGuinn helps brings “fun,” 
“cool” musicians to Walla Walla

New “Beauty 
and the 
Beast” 

enchants 
audiences

Driving melodies and intri-
cate harmonics filled Chism 
Hall on Wed. March 8, as the 

Adastra Piano Trio performed Mau-
rice Ravel’s famous composition, 
the “Ravel Piano Trio,” a powerful 
and technically complex work they 
had worked intensely to master.

The Trio, whose name is a 
combination of the Latin “ad” and 
“astra” and translates as “to the 
stars,” features junior Gabe Merrill-
Steskal on piano, senior Anna Bur-
gess Maberry on violin and fellow 
senior Soobin Dokko on cello. Mer-
rill-Steskal and Maberry had prac-
ticed their chosen instruments from 
a very young age, while Dokko 
took up the cello in middle school 
after previous experience in violin. 
The three first performed togeth-
er as the Trio at the inauguration of 
Whitman President Kathy Murray.

“[The inauguration] real-
ly got us in a ... motivated envi-
ronment,” Dokko said. “We want-
ed to keep playing as a group.”

Dokko, Maberry and Merrill-
Steskal now practice as a group, 

coached by Professor Amy Dodds.
“Like most music les-

sons ... it’s not really a one-cred-
it class,” Merrill-Steskal said. 
“The credits don’t really scale to 
the time and the amount of work.”

The specific grouping of in-
struments in a piano trio is very 
unique, something that has not been 
lost on the Adastra Trio’s members.

“I think a piano trio is interest-
ing because strings often play with 
piano as like a sonata or as an ac-
companiment, but to have piano 
as a really big part like an equal 
or a more important part than the 
strings ... and having texture of 
string and piano, it’s just really spe-
cial,” Dokko said. “It’s not an expe-
rience you can get with an orches-
tra, or just playing by yourself.”

For the group, much of the at-
traction comes in their broad agen-
cy in choosing when they work, 
how long they work for and what 
they work on. Additionally, the 
members relish the opportuni-
ty to collaborate closely with their 
peers on works like the Ravel trio.

“The best part,” Merrill-
Steskal said, “is being able to work 
with two other people who play at 

a really high level on their instru-
ments, and like talking through and 
figuring out the pieces together ... 
and having two other people to chal-
lenge your ideas, and work togeth-
er to create the best piece you can.”

The March performance had 
been long in the works. After ini-
tially reading through the piece in 
August 2016, the group had prac-
ticed it with the intent of perfor-
mance ever since, more frequent-
ly and intensely in the later months. 
They described it as easily one of 
the most difficult they have tackled.

“The strings have a lot of in-
teresting techniques to produce, 
a more varied palate of colors,” 
Maberry said. “So there’s a lot 
of pizzicato, a lot of harmon-
ics, a lot of variety of texture, 

which makes it really fun to play.”
At the performance, the au-

dience of Whitman students and 
Walla Walla community mem-
bers was enraptured by the perfor-
mance that showcased the talents 
of all three of the Trio’s members 
to amazing effect. When they fin-
ished, the applause was thunderous.

“It’s always really nice to have 
a great performance of a great 
work to present our hard work, and 
our hard efforts and all the sup-
port and guidance we’ve received,” 
Dokko said. “It was really fun to 
put together this amazing piece of 
music with two incredibly talented 
musicians and perform it together.”

Maberry was quick to ob-
serve that Dokko should have 
said “three” talented musicians.

“Just being so impressed and 
inspired by my fellow musicians 
to play better myself has been re-
ally important,” Maberry said.

The Trio will play again dur-
ing the semester as part of a quar-
tet with violist Flora Klein, and 
has speculated on the possibili-
ty of performing again in Maui in 
the upcoming winter, after Dok-
ko and Maberry have graduated.

by ERIC ANDERSON
A&E Editor

“[B]eing so ... inspired 
by my fellow musicians 
to play better has been 
really imprtant.”
Anna Burgess Maberry ‘17
Violinist, Adastra  Piano Trio

Anna Burgess Maberry (left), Gabe Merrill-Steskal (center) and Soobin Dokko (right) perform the Ravel Piano Trio, their most ambitious performance yet, onstage in 
Chism Hall  Photo by Amelia Wells

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

The music scene in Walla 
Walla is thriving with more 
diversity thanks to the ef-

forts of, among others, Mike 
McGuinn. The owner of Ur-
ban Grow Systems, a hydropon-
ics shop, McGuinn has worked to 
bring in a wide range of musicians 
that locals might not normally get 
a chance to see. Some of the well-
known artists he has brought in-
clude Slim Jesus, Trae Tha Truth, 
Nacho Picasso, and more recent-
ly, Riff Raff and Sam Lachow.

These shows have been well-
received and are a great oppor-
tunity for Whitman students to 
get out and enjoy music. There 
are several upcoming shows, in-
cluding OG Maco on April 4 
and Devin the Dude on May 4.

The Wire conducted an in-
terview with McGuinn to get 
a sense of his contributions.

WW: How did you get 

into bringing rappers in?

MM: I’ve been doing shows 
for twelve years, fifteen years, 
something like that, but usually I 
was doing them in garages ... And 
then my business partner here, 
we did a couple shows together 
downtown a long time ago, so I’ve 
always been into it. But then now 
with this [shop] we have, I guess, 
the money and the time to bring 
in bigger shows, so it just kind 
of snowballed from there. It’s 
not always rap ... we try to bring 
in a little bit of everything—
everything we like, I’d say.

WW: Why did you de-

cide to start doing these shows?

MM: A big part was that 
Walla Walla doesn’t have any 
shows that people can go to that 
are fun or cool. Maybe once a 
year there’d be something that 
was kind of okay—and that’s 
more of a diss on my own taste 
than it is on Walla Walla’s stuff, 
because Walla Walla brings a 

lot of cool things—but 
as for me it was like 

I’d see, hey, my fa-
vorite hardcore 
band is playing 

in Spokane 
but they’re 
not playing 

here ... So it 
was kind of 
out of self-

ishness 
that we 
decid-

ed like, 
“Hey, 

we 

can [bring artists in] ...” We had 
some connections, and we just 
kind of reached out to people we 
liked.

WW: What’s the process of 

bringing these artists in like?

MM: It’s surprisingly easy. 
Basically, you reach out, you give 
them an offer ... Usually it’s pret-
ty cut and dry, and I’m not very 
professional about things and I’d 
be able to make it work. It wasn’t 
until maybe two years ago that I 
signed my first contract ... Anoth-
er thing, too, is most of the art-
ists give you a rider (a list of what 
they need), and we always try to 
give them everything on there, 
maybe some extra stuff ... That’s 
another reason I think some artist 
like us in the end, because we ac-
tually try to accommodate them.

WW: You mentioned 

there are different crowds 

that come out to each show. Is 

there a noticeable difference?

MM: Yeah. We tried to mix 
that up, like how in the Ras 
Kass and Planet Asia show we 
had a power violence band play 
in the audience during the mid-
dle, in between two of the rap-
pers, which at first people were 
weird about, but then in the end it 
was like there’s dudes with leath-
er coats and piercings hugging 
gangster dudes and everyone was 
having a great time. We try to do 
that pretty often and have mixed 
genre shows ... Different crowds 
have to interact—I mean they 
don’t have to—but everyone’s 
into music, so just seeing those 
crowds of people be buddies was 

cool ... What we try to get away 
from is that macho rap or 

hardcore crowd ... but 
more of-
ten than 

not we don’t 
have that. 

We usu-
ally have 

every-
one 

hanging out and being friends re-
gardless of how different every-
body is.

WW: Have you noticed a 

change in Walla Walla culture in 

regards to bringing in this new 

music?

MM: There’s definitely been 
some changes over the years, and 
the last few years I’ve noticed 
more culture coming here, but 
Walla Walla’s always been kind 
of culture-ish for being a small 
farming community. Walla Wal-
la’s always had cool bands, cool 
things coming through.

WW: What do you hope 

is the result of bringing in all 

these groups? Why is it im-

portant to have them here?

MM: Partially it’s selfish-
ness, where it’s like, “Hey I want 
some cool bands and cool rap-
pers to play here.” But also I 
want younger people who don’t 
have a chance to go see cool 
shit to hopefully go see some-
body that they like and have fun. 
It’s half selfishness, with want-
ing to see something I like here, 
and it’s half wanting to help peo-
ple out also, or the communi-
ty too ... It’s cool to bring some-
thing weird and make Wal-
la Walla unique and cool.

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Adastra Piano Trio tackles 
ambitious, high-level works 
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Writing Whitman History

On an overcast day in central 
Virginia, the Whitman 
men’s basketball team came 

up just short of completing their 
fairytale season, losing for the 
first and last time this year to No. 3 
Babson in the National Semifinal 
of the NCAA Tournament.

That cloudy day, March 17, 
marked the final leg of a historic, 
months long journey that was 
years in the making. In addition to 
their almost-unblemished record, 
the Blues racked up awards and 
accomplishments throughout the 
season. Star point guard Tim Howell 
took home the NW Conference 
Player of the Year award, the West 
District Player of the Year award, 
and was voted an All-American. 
Blues Head Coach Eric Bridgeland 
was also voted the NABC Coach 
of the Year in the West District.

After finishing the regular 
season undefeated -- and 
convincingly so -- the Blues survived 
an overtime challenge from rival 
Whitworth in the NW Conference 
Championship to secure the overall 
#1 seed in the NCAA Tournament. 

The Blues’ NCAA postseason 
began at their home court in Walla 
Walla. First they took down Rhodes 
College, 111-98, then held off 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps Colleges 
79-73. Their wins earned them 
a ticket to Marietta, Ohio for the 
round of sixteen against Hardin-
Simmons University. After the 
Blues triumphed over the Cowboys 
102-82, Whitman turned around 
the next day to finish No. 13 
Rochester in the quarterfinals, 
winning with a tight score of 91-87.  

With the National 
Championship in tantalizing reach, 
Whitman’s season and historic 
winning streak was brought to an 
end in Salem, Virginia when Babson 
College edged them out in that Final 
Four game with a score of 91 to 85.

“The whole season was a 
lot of fun altogether. We were 
disappointed to not finish the season 
as we would have liked, but still 
we enjoyed every moment of the 
journey. Now after the season we can 
all look back and see all the historical 
events we have been apart of for 
our program, which is awesome,” 

sophomore Jack Stewart recalled.
Even prior to the NCAA 

Tournament, the Blues’ season 
marked some impressive milestones 
in Whitman men’s basketball history. 
Since the Northwest Conference 
joined the NCAA in 1996, the 
men’s program had yet to win a 
Conference Championship title 
until this spring. Moreover, it was 
the men’s team’s first time hosting 
the Conference Championship 
Tournament at their home court. 
Finishing out their conference 
season undefeated, it was also their 
first time entering the national 
tournament as the No.1 ranked team.

“Once nationals came, there 
was a greater sense of urgency 
and desire to win from both the 
coaching staff and everyone on 
the team. It’s a win or go home 
mentality,” Howell recalled. 

Going into a field of 64 
of the best Division III men’s 
basketball teams in the country 
with an undefeated season and 
the No.1 ranking put a large target 
on the Blues’ backs. They were 
the team to beat. The close games 
that marked Whitman’s NCAA 
Tournament progression repeatedly 
involved changes in momentum 
and large point swings, as seen in 
Whitman’s hard come-back to beat 
Rochester, and were a testament 
to the high level of competition 
present in the tournament pool.

“We were playing teams that had 
these bursts of confidence because 
they had nothing to lose,” junior 
forward JoJo Wiggins explained. 

Even though the pressure of an 
undefeated season weighed on the 
players, they maintained a level-
headed rationale about the matter.

“Win or lose, we just wanted to 
make sure we had put in our best effort 
for each game,” Howell confirmed.

“We’re not going to sit there 
and hope we lose a game so we can 
get the pressure off of us. Every 
time we touch the court we want 
to win the game,” Wiggins said.

Although the loss to Babson 
was an emotional one for Whitman, 
they have big hopes for next year 
and their preparation is already 
underway. The team is incredibly 
young, and will not lose any of its 
14 players to graduation. All they 
will add is their well-established 
brotherhood. Their “Fight As 
Brothers” slogan will live on as they 
start building up strength in the gym 
and strategizing for claiming the 
National Title this upcoming season.

“We felt a little defeated 
and had a bad taste in our mouth 
[after losing], but we’re going to 
remember that taste for next year. 
A national title is that icing on the 
cake that we need to clench, so that’s 
what’s on our minds,” Howell said.

“Every practice, every road 
trip, every game, every time we 
step on the court we have this 
mentality that regardless of what 
happens, if we win or lose, we 
fight as brothers,” Wiggins added.

Their historic winning streak 
and season may have come to 
a close, but the groundwork is 
already laid for their 2018 success.

by GABY THOMAS
Staff Reporter

Grand finale in the Final Four: 
Men’s basketball ousted by Babson

With a loss to the University 
of Saint Thomas in the 
Elite Eight round of the 

NCAA tournament on March 11, 
the memorable 2016-2017 women’s 
basketball season came to a close for 
the Blues. Achieving a final overall 
record of 26-5, the women deserve a 
look back at one of the most successful 
seasons in the program’s history.

The team started the season in 
mid-November with an incredibly 
dominant run. From the start of the 
season to mid-January, the women 
won 14 games in a row. Only one 
of these games was close (a 55-
53 win against Eastern Oregon 
University) as the team dished 
out a series of decisive victories. 
Highlights include a 104-43 win 
over Colorado College, a 74-37 win 
over Linfield and an 88-41 victory 
over Pacific Lutheran University.

From there the women finished 
their regular season with only four 
losses. Two of these happened in 
overtime games to then No. 18 
UPS, and one in a 65-62 loss to 
then No. 24 George Fox. Their final 
regular season record was 21-4.

From there the Blues overcame 
a rematch with George Fox in the 
Northwest Conference Tournament 
semifinals, and moved on to beat then 
a ninth-ranked Puget Sound team in 
the NW Conference Championship. 
With the Conference Title under their 
belt the team earned an automatic 
spot in the NCAA Tournament.

The women once again 
turned around to beat two of the 
few teams that gave them trouble 
in the regular season, with a 76-
72 win against George Fox in 
the first round, and a 69-67 win 
against Puget Sound in the second.

“Losing to both George Fox and 
UPS in the regular season definitely 
made the postseason victories that 
much more enjoyable. The games 
that we lost to them in the regular 
season easily could have gone our 
way, so going into the NWC and 
NCAA tournament games we knew 
we had a good chance of winning, 
even though we were technically the 
underdogs in all of those games,” 
junior forward Emily Rommel said.

Ending the regular season in 
third place in a conference with 
three powerhouse teams made their 
post-season upsets that much better.

“We were playing our best 
basketball at the end of the season 
which is how it should be. We 
were a family all season and when 
you’re having fun and competing 
with your best friends it makes 
everything that much sweeter,” 
senior guard Chelsi Brewer added.

One of the biggest sources 
of success for the women was the 
amount of depth present on the roster.

“We didn’t rely on any one 
player to provide a huge portion of our 
offense. When one person had an off 
night, somebody else would step up. 
The balance among our team gave us 
an advantage that other teams didn’t 
have. In most of our key victories 
towards the end of the season, 
our bench points outscored our 
opponents,” Rommel said. “When 
all rotations are just as strong as our 
starting five, it makes it very difficult 
for our opponents to keep up with us.”

Using these strengths through 
the rounds of 64 and 32, the Blues 
met up with No. 7 Trinity in the Sweet 
Sixteen and upset the Tigers with a 
69-59 victory. Their tournament and 
season came to an end when the team 
ran up against No. 2 Saint Thomas in 
a 48-65 loss. The women’s postseason 
run earned them the seventh slot in the 
national rankings to end the season.

Though key players Brewer 
and Senior Alysse Ketner will be 
graduating before next season, the 
team is still stocked with young talent.

“We do lose two teammates 
this year but we also gain a couple...I 
think we’re going to have a great 
season next year because majority of 
the team this past year is returning,” 
junior guard Casey Poe said.

With key contributors like first 
year Makana Stone and sophomore 
Maegen Martin set to stick around 
for years to come, the Blues are in 
a great spot to stay competitive.

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

Women’s basketball’s 
run of upsets ends in 

Elite Eight

Top of the nation, bottom of the roster

Sophomores Sarah and Ellie Fix and senior Naomi Lee wait to enter a women’s 
soccer match  Photo contributed by Sarah Fix.

For the high school athletes that 
take the big step to continue 
their sport as a varsity athlete 

at the collegiate level, the change 
of environment can be kinder on 
some than others. With an upgraded 
standard of competition, a time 
commitment that dominates and an 
established team culture to break 
into, the limelight of success can 
be a very difficult thing to achieve 
for many collegiate athletes.

Every team, from professional 
to recreational, has their superstars 
- the starters who play most of the 
game, every game. But every team 
also has the bench, the substitutes, 
the ones who also put in the hard 
work and time. And while they 
might not get rewarded with the 
same playing time or accolades 
as the starters, they are as integral 
a part as anyone to the team.

The Whitman varsity 
athletic teams are no different, 
and regardless of sport or gender, 
it is a fact of competition that 
not everyone will play an equal 
amount. For those whose minutes 
aren’t as frequent, it can be tough.

“It is easy to get frustrated, 
especially coming out of high 
school where most college athletes 

were very successful in their high 
school years. Being a player that 
doesn’t play as much, I’ve had 
times where I question my love 
for a sport that I have been playing 
my entire life. It is definitely tough 
sometimes to be a team that won 
and not feel like I contributed much 
to that win,” sophomore women’s 
soccer player Sarah Fix said.

However, Fix has taken these 
challenges head on, and adapted 
to her role on the team. “I view 
my position as one where I have 
to find other ways to contribute to 
the team...I may not be the most 
talented kid on the field, so I need 
to do other important things that 
don’t necessarily take talent like 
hustling and communicating as 
much as I can,” Fix continued.

A huge way many of these 
athletes have coped and thrived 
is acknowledging and embracing 
their duty as a member of the team.

“A big part of this year for me 
was accepting my role as someone 
who wasn’t going to get a lot of time. I 
had to accept my role as the supporter 
for the guys in the game. That’s what 
being a good teammate is all about,” 
added Leighton Kingma, a first 
year on the men’s basketball team.

“At times, it can be difficult 
putting in a lot of my time into the 
sport and not getting the chance 

to play. But this last year, as the 
season progressed and as I bonded 
with my teammates, I would do 
anything I could to help the team do 
its best. So I would try my hardest 
in practice to improve personally 
and also push my teammates to 
get better,” said first year men’s 
soccer player Jonathan Williams.

The issue of playing time 
is exacerbated as the level of 
competition increases, and with 
the meteoric rise of the men’s 
basketball team to the Final Four, 
the competition level was at its 
peak. But while the success of the 
team was prioritized, those who 
did not play as much still shared 
in the success and experience.

“Although I don’t get the 
playing time I necessarily would 
like, I still share in the team’s 
success. It was quite a ride this 
year, an unforgettable experience. 
We had the privilege of playing in 
the Final Four on my 19 birthday 
this year. Not many people can 
say that,” Kingma continued.

Generally, the coaches are the 
ones making the tough decisions 
of who will play and who will not. 
And while those who do not play 
are generally on the rougher end of 
those decisions, their appreciation 
for their coaches has not diminished.

“I have always felt like my 

coaches are still some of my 
biggest fans, We’re all there to 
get better and push ourselves 
and each other and the coaches 
treat us all that way,” Fix said.

“You aren’t treated any different 
if you don’t get a lot of playing time.  
[The coaches] are there for me, on 
and off the court, and are always 
good sources of support, as well 
as my teammates,” Kingma said.

With the intensive time 

commitment that a varsity sport 
takes, it is easy to see how frustrating 
it can be to invest equal time as the 
stars but not reap as heftily in the 
rewards. However, these student 
athletes deal with it as best they can. 
They put their personal preferences 
aside and prioritize the good of 
team, and while their selfless actions 
may not be front page news, their 
involvement can be just as critical 
as those who do get the minutes.

by JESSE SINDELAR
Staff Reporter

Senior Alysse Ketner is one key player who will not be returning next season. 
Younger players believe the team will remain dominant. Photo by Henry Honzel.

Junior Jase Harrison earned a first team all conference nod on his 13.1 point per game and .496 field goal percentage.  
Photo by Natalie Mutter.

SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL
Men’s
v. Babson College Mar. 17: L 87-91
Women’s
v. St. Thomas  Mar. 11: L 48-65

TENNIS
Men’s
v. Bowdoin College Mar. 14: L 2-7
v. Case Western Reserve Mar. 14: L 4-5
v. Skidmore College Mar. 15: W 6-3
Women’s
v. Washington & Lee Mar. 15: L 0-9
v. Bates College Mar. 17: W 6-3
v. Univ. of Mary Washington Mar. 18: L 2-7
v. Johns Hopkins Mar. 19: L 4-5

BASEBALL
at Pacific Lutheran Mar. 25: L 5-11
at Pacific Lutheran Mar. 27: L 3-10

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
v. Whittier College Mar. 16: W 10-9
v. Carthage College Mar. 25: W 13-10

“When one person had 
an off night, someone 
else would step up.”
Emily Rommel ‘18
Women’s basketball forward

The experience of varsity athletes who play fewer minutes

“Every time we touch 
the court we want to 
win the game.”
JoJo Wiggins ‘18
Men’s basketball forward
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When your room is nick-
named ‘The Pantry,’ 
you know it isn’t likely 

to be spacious.
Sophomore Chantal Arnold 

lives in aforementioned room in 
the Environmental Awareness 
House, or the Outhouse, within 
the Interest House Community.

As an environmental human-
ities major, Arnold figured the 
Outhouse would be a good fit for 
her interests. When it came time 
to decide which rooms each resi-
dent would live in, Chantal ended 
up with ‘the pantry’–one of two 
singles in the house.

“I thought it was cozy and 
cute, and I liked the little door-
way, and the light in my room is a 
little lantern ... I was into it,” Ar-
nold said.

The room’s small size–about 
15 by 15 feet–is a significant 
downsize from Arnold’s previous 
dwelling on campus. As a first 
year, she occupied a spacious cor-
ner room in Lyman called a ‘din-
gle’–a room that’s meant to house 
two students but ends up having 
only one.

As a small person herself, 
Arnold feels she’s a good match 

for ‘The Pantry.’
“I just feel like I fit nicely 

in the room, because I’m a small 
person and the room is small, and 
so all of my things are just small 
and fit,” Arnold said.

Indeed, Arnold’s room is im-
pressively tidy: floor complete-
ly visible and not a stray piece 
of clothing in sight; even her 
bed was neatly made. The space 
may be small, but it doesn’t feel 
cramped or confining.

Arnold said the room’s limit-
ed space goes a long way in help-
ing her keep everything organ-
ized.

“My favorite part is that it’s 
really easy to keep clean, because 
everything has a spot,” Arnold 
said.

More than that, residing in 
‘The Pantry’ has brought to Ar-
nold’s attention how much space 
she can comfortably live in.

“I think it just opened my 
mind to the amount of floor space 
and living space I actually need 
as a person, and so now I’m just 
like more aware of the space that 
I do take up,” Arnold said.

The room’s proximity to the 
kitchen, while consistent with its 

moniker as an area for food stor-
age, keeps Arnold in the loop of 
her housemates’ activities.

“I like it being right off the 
kitchen because I can hear what’s 
going on, and I’m a fairly social 
person with my housemates so 
it’s fun to be a part of whatever is 
happening,” Arnold said.

However, Arnold believes 
the room’s probable former role 
as a pantry explains its unusual 
sensitivity to temperature chang-
es.

“I don’t think the room was 
ever meant to be a room, so it gets 
very cold when it’s cold outside 
and it gets very hot when it’s hot 
outside. So I don’t think there’s a 
lot of insulation in the walls, be-
cause it was probably meant like 
to be a pantry, or like a cellar 
or something like that,” Arnold 
said.

Whatever role the room once 
filled, it’s clear that it’s now a 
place to call home.

“Just being in a house, it’s a 
little more homey than in Lyman, 
where it felt like I had a mini-
apartment,” Arnold said. “Now it 
feels like I have a room in a house 
and a community, so that’s nice.” 

from HOUSES, page 1

Juniors Jeffrey Maher (above left) and Robby Boyer (above right) feel at home liv-
ing with the Caton family and two alumni. The house members bond over monthly 
game nights.  Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

To understand how Senior Jack 
Bynum came to live alone 
in a small cabin in the Blue 

Mountains about 20 minutes from 
campus, you have to know a lit-
tle bit about the vision that Bynum 
has carried with him since before he 
came to Whitman.

“I never wanted to go to col-
lege,” Bynum said. “Obviously I 
changed my mind because I ended 
up coming, but my earliest vision 
was living in a cabin somewhere in 
the mountains and going to classes 
during the day, and living by my-
self. I was still kind of in my roman-
tic hippie phase and that’s just what 
I wanted to do.”

Several months into his first 
year at Whitman, Bynum took a 
bike ride near Harris Park where he 
saw a cabin that perfectly matched 
the one from his vision.

“It was this weird moment,” 
Bynum said.

Bynum didn’t end up liv-
ing in that cabin, and he wouldn’t 
come to live in his current abode 
on Kooskooskie Road for anoth-
er several years. First, Bynum took 
what he calls his “weird, weird path 

through Whitman,” which involved 
a Semester in the West, switching 
from a politics to an environmental 
humanities major, studying abroad 
in Nepal and dropping out several 
times.

At the beginning of this se-
mester, Bynum had no idea where 
he would be living, but he knew he 
wanted to pursue his plan of living 
in a cabin. So he hopped in his Prius 
and drove to Klicker’s farm. From 
Klicker’s, he “knocked on every 
door between there and Walla Wal-
la.”

“I talked with folks the whole 
way back and had tea with like ten 
people and made lots of nice friends. 
There’s so many lovely people on 
this road,” Bynum said.

He ended up finding out about 
this place through his current 
neighbor, Cathy. The two have be-
come close since Bynum moved in.

“We’ve become really good 
friends which is super nice–chat-
ting with her and [having] break-
fast together and that sort of thing, 
which is really lovely,” Bynum said. 
“When I lived in Walla Walla I ac-
tually didn’t know any of my neigh-

bors whatsoever, but now it’s so 
cool to just have an actual neigh-
bor.”

As for his neighborhood as a 
whole, Bynum notes the political 
diversity to be found in the relative-
ly small group.

“Racially it’s not the most di-
verse but I think probably political-
ly it’s one of the most diverse areas 
around Walla Walla, if you exclude 
the Whitman bubble versus the 
Walla Walla bubble,” Bynum said. 
“You have leftist hippies right next 
to hardcore Trump supporters.”

One of the reasons Bynum 
sought to live somewhat apart from 
the Whitman community is to avoid 
getting caught up in the frantic pace 
of academics.

“I think generally speaking the 
biggest thing is just removing my-
self from that all consuming, nar-
row tunnel that I can get into at 
Whitman,” Bynum said. “Lots of 
people don’t get into that tunnel, but 
for myself, when I’m living close to 
campus, it’s like I can put all of my 
heart and soul into every bit of ac-
ademic work that I could possibly 
be doing, instead of taking the time 

in the morning to actually do the 
things that I need to do to be happy.”

One of these things is simply 
having space to be alone and re-
charge.

“It’s really helpful for me to 
have natural space that is carved out 
for myself so that when I go to cam-
pus and I’m surrounded by people, 
I can actually really engage with 
them in a more productive way,” 
Bynum said.

How has Bynum’s pre-college 
dream of living alone in the woods 
changed over the years?

“I think I’m less enamored 
with the loner in the woods vision 
than I was when I was pre-fresh-
man I suppose. I think at the time 
I was very much into the romanti-
cized-individualist-in-the-moun-
tains kind of vision of what peace 
looked like,” Bynum said. “And 
now I think there’s a lot of glaring 
holes in that kind of bullshit.”

For one thing, Bynum finds 
taking part in a community of 
neighbors, as in his friendship with 
Cathy, a simple yet surprisingly re-
warding pleasure.

“Just having that communi-

ty and having people who actual-
ly intend to participate in some sort 
of intentional community and have 
a vision for what they want that to 
look like, I think is a really spe-
cial thing. And it probably isn’t that 
common,” Bynum said.

Whereas before, Bynum envi-
sioned himself making a principled 
statement through living in a cabin, 
today he sees his choice–one he rec-
ognizes he has the luxury to make–
as part of a greater search for peace.

“Really living up here is not a 
very romantic thing. It just allows 
me to be quieter, to be more peace-
ful. But it’s not like I’m going saun-
tering through the woods, like Tho-
reau, you know,” Bynum said.

Indeed, as an avid traveler with 
a wandering soul–he says he has 
crossed the U.S. about ten times by 
various means–Bynum is learning 
to appreciate staying put.

“I think I’m just starting to see 
the foolishness of moving all the 
time. It seems like if there’s any-
thing you can learn in life it’s to 
learn how to be still,” Bynum said. 
“And I am not good at that, but I’m 
trying to be good at that.”                     

Since before coming to Whitman, Senior Jack Bynum (above) has dreamed of living alone in a cabin. The fireplace in his living room is one of his favorite parts. Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

Sophomore Chantal Arnold’s room may be small, but it helps her stay organized.   
Photo by Caroline Ashford Arya

Downsizing: living in ‘The Pantry’

Cabin in the woods

CATON & COMPANY
“It’s a secret, but Nick and Jul-

ie cook dinner ... and between the 
two of them they also do all the gro-
cery shopping, so I secretly don’t 
have to do any work. They’re like 
my other set of parents now,” Ma-
her said. “That’s very nice because 
it’s a little transition between having 
to manage for myself and living off 
of what Bon App provides for me.”

Beyond dinner, occasionally 
various house members cook some-
thing delicious for the house to share.

“Every now and then some-
one just feels like making yum-
my food and there’s some strange 
thing you’ve never heard of, 
but it’s really tasty,” Boyer said.

House events, however, are 
often joined by many more peo-
ple than the seven that live there. 
Friends of Julie and Nick, many of 
whom are Whitman alumni, fre-
quently drop by to join for dinner, 
game nights and to just hang out.

Maher appreciates the op-
portunity to connect with pre-
vious Whitman students and 

expand his circle of friends.
“Through [Nick and Julie] I’m 

in touch with a lot of other alum-
ni who I may have known my fresh-
man or sophomore year, but who 
graduated and are now spread to 
the wind,” Maher said. “So I feel 
like I’m a lot more in touch with 
them than I would be otherwise.”

For example, Maher partic-
ipated in a Dungeons and Drag-
ons group with Nick and oth-
er alumni, and has become friends 
with an alumnus working at 
the Fort Walla Walla Museum.

All of that contributes to a 
unique feeling of togetherness.

“There’s a nice, also strange 
sense of family and community in 
this house that I think is very dif-
ferent from what your normal col-
lege community is that I enjoy very 
much,” Boyer said. “I guess it prob-
ably in part comes from the fact that 
we aren’t all sort of ‘the same.’”

Indeed, the house members: 
parents, college students, alum-
ni and a middle schooler, are in 
vastly different stages of life.

Maher and Boyer agree that 
Julie and Nick are sort of pa-
rental figures but also friends.

“They take on all the respon-
sibilities of parental figures but 
... act like friends. They just hap-
pen to make you food. They do all 
the work of being a parental fig-
ure without having to do any of the 
like not-fun nagging parts of be-
ing a parental figure,” Maher said.

Kaeldra, Julie and Nick’s teen-
age daughter, has become both friend 
and sister to Boyer and Maher–or 
“rent-a-sister” as the two say in jest.

All in all, living in a “real” house 
is much nicer than a dorm or interest 
house. Maher attributes that in part to 
the long-term perspective of its own-
ers. “I think a big part of that’s be-
cause Nick and Julie, like this is their 
house forever, practically, compared 
to the generation cycle you see in a 
college-owned house where the long-
est someone’s going to be living there 
is probably two years,” Maher added.

“It feels much more 
like a home,” Boyer said.

“Yeah, a home,” Jeffrey echoed.

by OLIVIA GILBERT
Feature Editor
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Voices from the Community How do you “treat yo’ self”?
Photos by James Baker

MARIAH
HOWELL
First year

“I’d go buy some 
makeup.”

NATALIE 
PUSCH
First year

“I’d buy another 
fleece.”

ERIC 
CONTE
Senior

“I’m thinking a full 
body massage with 
coconut oil.”

JOE
PROCHASKA
Sophomore 

“I’d go to the gym. 
To get gains.”

If you haven’t heard by now, so-
cial security is expected to fiz-
zle out partially, if not entire-

ly, by the year 2034. My solution: 
self-care. But what could I possibly 
mean by bringing in a practice pop-
ularized through social and mass 
media into the world of finance?

The outlined possibilities that 
social security can take are dev-
astating to the traditional notion 
of the retirement plan. Despite be-
ing mere projections that do not in-
corporate all that could happen, 
the threat has taken hold. Multiple 
business publications are address-
ing financial steps millennials can 
take now to prepare for a tradition-
al retirement.

While I am not saying that 
self-care should replace these fi-
nancial options, I do think that this 
advice will not be enough. Instead, 
I propose that in addition to finan-
cial literacy we, as a society, need 
to re-envision the concept of retire-
ment itself.

A lot has been written on how 
millennials approach work differ-
ently than previous generations. 
In an article for Lifehack, Dian-
na Labrien addressed how millen-
nials value jobs in which their pas-
sions are prevalent in their work. 
For the most part, these jobs are 

more ingrained in the individual’s 
lifestyle, rather than separate. With 
this sort of work ethic I find it hard 
to believe that millennials would 
want to find fulfilling jobs only to 
work towards retirement.

Knowing the way millennials 
approach their work and the unreli-
ability of social security, tradition-
al retirement seems not only unfea-
sible but undesirable. So, instead of 
working for all your life in order 
for a break that might not be guar-
anteed, why not incorporate a prac-
tice that posits taking tiny breaks 
as a lifestyle?

This is where self-care, which 
emphasizes a concept of rest simi-
lar to retirement, comes in. For in-
stance, both allot time to maintain 
and reward the self. Whereas re-
tirement comes at the end of a life-
time of hard work, self-care is in-
terspersed on a day-to-day, if not 
weekly, basis. As such, self-care 
is a practice prevalent whether one 
achieves a career milestone or not. 
On the other hand, retirement is a 
lifestyle only achieved as a reward 
at the end of one’s career.

I know how lazy and unde-
serving self-care must sound. I 
could talk about the economical 
benefits of self-care–specifically 
how a balanced lifestyle that pro-
motes mental and physical health 
increases employee productivity. 
But that would be fitting it neatly 
into capitalistic productivity.

Retirement rewards capitalis-
tic productivity after a lifetime of 
servitude. On the other hand, self-
care as an ideology does not de-
pend on how much work you get 
done in your lifetime. Yeah, some 
people treat themselves after a long 
week at work but self-care operates 

outside of rewards as well. For in-
stance, self-care promotes the prac-
tice of taking care of the self de-
spite capitalistic performance. As 
a result, self-care as an emerging 
movement seeks to break the feed-
back and response relationship be-
tween capitalistic productivity and 
caring for the self.

I can hear the baby boom-
ers saying: lazy millennials! They 
want to be rewarded for doing 
nothing? But this departure from a 
capitalistic reward mindset is any-
thing but lazy.

It’s difficult to fight the urge to 
scold yourself for watching “Parks 
and Recreation” after a tiring day 

instead of doing homework. Or to 
do nice things for ourselves wether 
or not you reach capitalistic mile-
stone. This is mainly because we 
live in a capitalist society that in-
stills in our mindsets from an ear-
ly age that you are only as worthy 
as how productive you are (no sur-
prise there). As such, although self-
care may seem lazy on the outset, 
it demands you jump mental gym-
nastic hoops in order to re-train 
how treat you treat yourself in a 
capitalistic society.

So self-care on, if not because 
it would be a secure option while 
preparing for retirement, but also 
to resist the system.

CY
BURCHENAL
Columnist

Last week the Republican par-
ty embarrassed itself in a cyn-
ical display of infighting and 

discord. As the Republican congress 
fought within itself due to displeas-
ure with the GOP health care bill, 
President Trump and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives Paul Ryan 
decided not to hold a vote on repeal-
ing the Affordable Care Act. 

The recent failure of the Amer-
ican Health Care Act, also known as 
Trumpcare, beyond being merely a 
demonstration of how inept Repub-
lican lawmakers have been, shows 
two things about the Trump admin-
istration: that his base is moving 
against him and that his campaign 
platform is beyond his grasp.

President Trump’s public at-
tacks on social programs, such as 
Meals on Wheels and food stamps, 
are blows cast against his own base. 
The demographics that elected Presi-
dent Trump are also those who bene-
fit from the social programs. Contra-
ry to the general consensus of those 
who elected Trump, rural poor and 
agricultural workers benefit from so-
cial program through government 
subsidization of agriculture. This 
is why food stamps were originally 
a beloved program by farmers, as it 
drove demand for produce. The no-
toriously maligned Affordable Care 
Act was and is a boon to many poor 
rural states that voted for Donald 
Trump in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion.

The decision to cut funding for 
Meals on Wheels further reinforces 
the belief that President Trump does 
not fully understand his own base. 
Not only is the funding for Meals on 
Wheels minor, but it is a cynical jab 
at those who are as in need of govern-
ment assistance as any in our nation 
today. This decision to cut already 
underfunded programs runs parallel 
to troglodytic decisions to increase 
funding to the United States mili-
tary while cutting State Department 
funding.

When Paul Ryan unveiled the 
proposed Republican alternative 
to the ACA, confusion and disbe-
lief were the dominant responses of-
fered. Ryan likes to think of him-
self as a policy wonk, yet did little 
to demonstrate this. The Republican 
platform for most of the last decade 
has been the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

This platform now sees the GOP 
in control of the entire U.S. govern-
ment, yet in a plot twist shocking in 
its ineptness, Ryan was unable to pre-
sent an acceptable alternative to the 
bill they have been ragging on for 
seven years. 

The last minute decision to call 
off the vote is demonstrative of an 
unwillingness or inability of the Re-
publican party to make tangible the 
campaign promises Trump made. If 
a popular decision like repealing the 
ACA was unable to be executed, how 
will controversial projects such as 
”the wall” manifest?  

Drawing parallels 
between self-care and 

retirement

Caffeinated and loving it

Whitman needs more energy 
drink consumption. Many 
of you are familiar with 

such beverages, but due the climate 
of virtue acquisition and ascetic cu-
linary culture, these refreshments 
are absent from many dining occa-
sions students partake in. This is an 
injustice to the people of Whitman, 
but is unsurprising given the histor-
ically situated nature of such judge-
ments. That is, through a neutering 
of the Dionysiac energy drink con-

sumers, Whitman has transfigured 
the aesthetic judgments once present 
in a different historical moment.

Many Whitties use virtue as so-
cial currency, and abstaining from 
high octane, sugary beverages of-
ten coheres with this practice. When 
talking about virtue as currency 
I mean that many seem to seek af-
firmation of their health-conscious 
abstinence in the company of oth-
ers. Obviously, many miss out on 
the ecstasy of energy drinks due to 
healthy complications. This is un-
fortunate, but I am sure such indi-
viduals seek out power and excess 
in other ways. For the others, how-
ever, this is a simple case of a trans-
figuration of values. I mean that 
through the weak impotently seek-
ing their advantage, energy drinks 
have been relegated to prohibition 
by those who oppose them. This is 
deceitful and historically situated 
within the frame of Whitman; on 

all accounts, a high dose of caffeine, 
sugar and proprietary vitamins in-
creases the power of the consumer.

When one drinks a Red Bull, 
the “wings” bequeathed by the bev-
erage are more than mere market-
ing–intaking these stimulants al-
lows for a greater power of activity. 
This increased strength to perform 
extreme sports, study or dominate 
online games are clearly a signal of 
a strong person. Who wouldn’t want 
to do more? However, in the ascet-
icism of this campus, the obvious-
ly superior consumption of ener-
gy drinks becomes vilified. This is 
a transfiguration of value because 
what seems actually better–the en-
ergy producing nectars in question–
is formulated as worse by those who 
lack the power of Red Bull consum-
ers.

What better target for this as-
ceticism than the energy drink? It 
certainly reeks of excess in its fla-

vor–have you ever tasted a bland 
energy drink?–and this excess of-
fends the virtuous in the produc-
tion of possibility. When a consum-
er increases their strength through 
a Mountain Dew: Code Red (argu-
ably not an energy drink, but this 
particular flavor of Mountain Dew 
is formulated for high-energy gam-
ing activities, so I defend its inclu-
sion herein) they come outside of 
the boundedness of their being. This 
coming-outside suggests new social 
possibilities, and that is what many 
fear. Instead of intoxicating them-
selves in the power such drinks may 
provide, these virtue seekers wish to 
maintain the aesthetic conservativ-
ism that endorses downing three re-
fillable-bottles of tap water a day.

Finally, consider the holis-
tic boon a diet composed of ecstat-
ic foods in tandem may provide. For 
example, the complimentary nature 
of these items increases the elation 
any could provide alone. Energy 
drinks are compositionally attuned 
to compliment spicy chips. Now, 
snacks such as Takis: Fuego affect 
an additional sort of ressentiment in 
many on their own, but suspend this 
for a moment; when you find your-
self half-way through a bag of Flam-
ing Hot Cheetos–dust caked all over 
the sides of your mouth, fingers and 
phone screen–you need a beverage 
to wash down the heat. The perfect 
pairing exists in an ice-cold, fresh-
ly cracked Monster: Rehab. When 
paired with other ecstasy producing 
foods such as these, energy drinks 
find their Dionysiac home; the ela-
tion of becoming something great-
er through the enhanced stimulation 
and extreme flavors in such food 
shows us the space for new possibil-
ities.

ZUHRA 
AMINI
Columnist

Illustration by Haley King

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

GOP failure 
to keep its 
promise 

bodes ill for 
Trump 

presidency

ALEX
PITTS
Columnist

  The Republican 
platform for most of 
the last decade has 
been the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act.
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BON APP CULTIVATES NEW 
        FLAVOR PALATE

MOODY TOONS: Todd

Opening early next week, 
Bon Appetít will start 
rolling out a new meat 

to tickle the taste buds and en-
snare the senses–human flesh. 
They are excited to introduce 
Whitman College to this new 
culinary experience that has 
been sweeping the nation. Crit-
ics have hailed it as the new “in” 
food, having subtle smoky un-
dertones and a rich, full fla-
vor. Bon Appetít mentioned that 
their priorities will, of course, 
lay in obtaining the most organ-
ic and humanely raised humans.

“Yep, only pesticide and 
growth-hormone free humans 
can sate the nation’s hunger,” 

said Human Farmer Bob, hitch-
ing up his overalls and sticking 
a piece of wheat in his mouth. 
“Organic flesh just tastes bet-
ter and makes the consum-
er feel better about who, sor-
ry, what they’re consuming.” 
Human Farmer Bob partnered 
with Bon Appetít after they put 
out a search looking for new, 
succulent sources of protein.

Human rights activists 
are protesting these new hu-
man flesh farms, saying that the 
cages are far too small to sup-
port a happy and healthy hu-
man and the environmental im-
pact of raising a human to ma-
turity is too great to main-
tain at its current pace. Howev-
er, these complaints have gone 
largely unheeded due to the 

moist, mouth-watering and lus-
cious taste of human flesh. Res-
taurants have already paired 
it with tacos, wrapped it in ba-
con and are even adding a bit 
of human flesh to a fresh arug-
ula salad with grated Gruyère 
and a light balsamic reduction.

Bon Appetít is excited to put 
human flesh in pasta bakes, on 
top of pizzas and into leftover 
soup. Although this new protein 
source excludes the vegetarians 
and vegans at Whitman, many 
are leaving behind their old ways 
for the new scrumptious adven-
ture of eating another person. 
The question on everybody’s 
mind is, “Are we allowed to 
bring in our own human?” Sad-
ly, Bon Appetít is not accepting 
donations at this point in time.

by CLARA WHEELER
Cannonball

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Sole Survivor

If you’ve ever found yourself in 
the quiet room of Whitman Col-
lege’s Penrose Library, then you 

certainly understand the severity of 
generating a sound louder than five 
decibels. For clarity, five decibels 
is quieter than the flustered breath-
ing of a first-year girl who is perus-
ing the Facebook page of that senior 
TKE whose only articles of cloth-
ing are a floral (short sleeve!) but-
ton-up and the sunglasses he found 
in the backseat of his uncle’s Sub-
aru, and who definitely made, like, 
eye contact with her last Thursday.

One of the most horrifying ex-
periences in the quiet room is the 
moments leading up to a sneeze. 
The feeling arises very suddenly. 
It’s absolutely nothing one second, 
and then overwhelmingly every-
thing the next second–like a gust of 
wind, or a sucker punch or a stub-
born lactose intolerant’s ferocious 
diarrhea after dessert. There’s no 
stopping a sneeze, and when you 
let out that thunderous, sopping wet 
shriek in a space that is designated 
for absolute silence, your peers im-
mediately become your jury. Will 
they forgive you for your uncon-
trollable convulsion or will they 
sneer at you and forever remember 
you as “that asshole?”

In the case of the latter re-
sponse, here are five tips for recov-
ering your peers’ respect after you 
sneeze in the quiet room:

1.)  Initiate the dialogue. Don’t just 
go back to writing your paper on 
the environmental implications of 
Nietzsche’s obnoxiously big mus-
tache. Openly acknowledge, “Yes, 
I just sneezed.”
 

   2.) Apologize. It was your fault 
that you inhaled that dust, IDIOT. 
Try being less of a loser and close 
your nostrils for once.

  3.)  Make a public gesture. Show 
up to the quiet room the next day 
in an embarrassing costume, like a 
tuxedo covered in emojis or a sexy 
Piglet cosplay. Let them know that 
you’re fully aware that you deserve 
some sort of cultural penalty.

   4.) Promise that it won’t happen 
again. Additionally, you should en-
sure that you are perceived as very 
believable–perhaps make a pinky 
promise or a sudden blood sacri-
fice.

   5.) Bake them repentance cookies. 
Just wash your hands first, because 
they’re probably filthy with all that 
SNEEZING you’re doing. Serious-
ly, go see an allergist or something, 
oh my god.

Cartoon by Nick Sekits

Five rules for 
redeeming 
yourself in 
the quiet 

room

The producers of Chef’s Ta-
ble–a Netflix series that 
highlights the best chefs 

from different countries–an-
nounced last week that they will 
be adding Antarctica to the list 
of countries that the series ex-
plores. The announcement came 
after widespread protests and ar-
son attempts occurred in Mc-
Murdo Station, the only place 
in Antarctica where the pop-
ulation does not consist sole-
ly of polar bears, penguins or the 
bodies of tormented scientists.

The special episode will fo-
cus on Sonny Snowe, a female ele-
phant seal that has taken Antarcti-
ca’s culinary world by storm. She 
currently works at The Benthic 
Plate and draws inspiration from 
deep-sea diving adventures to 
create a unique dining experience.

“I would describe my style 
of cooking as a fusion of tra-
ditional elephant seal artist-
ry mixed with the love and 
warmth of the Arctic environ-
ment,” Snowe shared as she 
flexed her heavily-tattooed bicep.

The restaurant has been 

awarded three Michelin stars, 
the highest honor a restaurant 
can receive. An anonymous 
source informed The Wire that 
the Michelin reviewer was not 
influenced by the threat of be-
ing beaten with a bass or the 
fact that this happens to be the 
only restaurant in Antarctica.

But what really makes this 
restaurant so special? Is it the 
liquid nitrogen-poached pen-
guin? The albatross waiters? Ac-
cording to Snowe, the real rea-
son the restaurant is so success-
ful is the method of payment.

“I didn’t want to turn any-
one away because of financial 
reasons, so I decided to create a 
little exchange,” she explained. 
Customers are expected to ven-
ture to the ocean, reach their 
hand in the water and grab what-
ever sea life they can find. “This 
works immensely well,” Snowe 
continued. “Diners get to experi-
ence Antarctica firsthand, while 
we save the lives of several of our 
chefs. It’s a win-win situation.”

When asked to comment 
on the disappearance of several 
groups of people that visited the 
restaurant last year, Snowe de-
clined to answer.  
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