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Inside News
Kathy Murray recently announced 
that the debate team will be reinstat-
ed. This notice followed an external 
review of the organization.
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WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE?

A&E
Despite rumors that started this past 
March, Harper Joy Theatre is not ex-
periencing funding cuts and its per-
formances will continue as normal 
next year.
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Sports
The varsity lacrosse team is off to its 
best season since since it was created 
three years ago. This is partly due to 
the strong new players on the team.
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Opinion
Many Whitman students use the 
words “privilege” and “entitlement” 
with a negative conotation, but many 
students may not know why those are 
so bad. Opinion editor Peggy Li ex-
plores the meaning of these.
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Miss last week?
Catch up on what you missed! Go on-
line to read articles and watch exclu-
sive videos. 

whitmanwire.com

PIONEERPIONEER Vol. CXXXVIII  April 13, 2017

ISSUE 1O Whitman news since 1896

Op-Ed: 
open letter 
to the board 
of trustees 

An Open Letter to the Whitman 
College Board of Trustees:

In a famous scene from the 1984 
film Amadeus, composer Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart con-

fronts his patron, the Emperor Jo-
seph II, who has just seen a preview 
of the 1786 opera Le Nozze de Figa-
ro. “A good effort,” the Emperor says 
to the eager composer. “Of course 
now and then ... it gets a touch elab-
orate.” A confused Mozart asks his 
patron to explain, to which the Em-
peror responds that there are sim-
ply “too many notes.” He contin-
ues: “Your work is ingenious. It’s 
quality work. And there are sim-
ply too many notes, that’s all. Cut 
a few and it will be perfect.” To 
which Mozart replies: “Which few 
did you have in mind, Majesty?”

The movie presents this ex-
change as a farcical joke—a patent-
ly ridiculous quantitative assessment 
of a musical composition that en-
tered the canon of Western culture 
almost as soon as it premiered to the 
public. That phrase “too many notes” 
looped in my brain the other day af-
ter a meeting with new Provost and 
Dean of Faculty Alzada Tipton who 
was given the thankless task of in-
forming the Art History and Visu-
al Culture Studies (AHVCS) depart-
ment that our request for a Full-Time 
Equivalent (FTE) position to replace 
retiring Associate Professor Dennis 
Crockett was rejected. This decision 
leaves our department without an ex-
pert in European art or someone able 
to teach the Renaissance—two core 
curricular areas shared by nearly all 
art history departments at colleg-
es and universities across the coun-
try, if not the world. In other words, 
we were just told that the Whitman 
faculty consists of “too many notes.”

How was the decision made? 
Metrics. At the direction of the 
Board of Trustees, the administra-
tion was instructed to correct the low 
student-to-faculty ratio (8:1) by not 
replacing retiring teachers or those 
entering the Salary Continuation 
Program. Board members set an ag-
gressive timeframe for this fix, in-
structing administration that the ra-
tio needs to be (10:1) over the next 
five years. Those majors and pro-
grams with lower rates of graduat-
ing seniors or a low percentage of 
tenure track faculty to majors are 
just two data categories used to de-
termine which departments would 
be targeted for attrition. An analy-
sis of data compiled over the last 15 
years shows that AHVCS has aver-
aged 4.4 graduates a year from 2012-
15, down from 7.7 from the pre-
vious four-year period, and down 
even further from 8.2 from 2002-06.

While our numbers don’t look 
so great on paper, we’re not the only 
department facing austerity meas-
ures. Without identifying those de-
partments by name, I’m sure it’s 
not hard to imagine which ones are 
most at-risk. Here’s a hint: a bunch 
of them are in the Humanities (al-
though our friends in the Social Sci-
ences are confronting their own cri-
sis, as well). Less than two weeks 
after President Trump announced 
that his proposed federal budg-
et would seek to cut all funding for 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, Whitman Col-
lege began its own mini-purge of its 
Arts and Humanities curriculum.

It’s no coincidence that the cri-
sis in the Humanities and AHVCS’s 
declining metric measures coincide 
with the promotion of STEM start-
ing at the elementary school lev-
el on up with a corresponding allo-
cation of resources. One piece of ev-
idence for the effectiveness of these 
efforts is the fact that I no longer 
have to explain what the acronym 
STEM stands for, so thoroughly 
has the STEM Education Initiative 
been adopted by the culture at large. 
I have no wish to denigrate the con-
tributions of my colleagues in these 
fields, whose work I respect and 
with whom many shared conversa-
tions have enriched my own teach-
ing and scholarship. It is one of the 
unfortunate byproducts of metric 
analyses, however, that it tends to 
pit the haves against the have-nots. 
And right now, STEM fields are 
where the students, and the money, 
are moving at ever-increasing rates.

Taking Back 
The Night

EVENT TO HIGHLIGHT 
SURVIVORS’ STORIES

This Thursday at 7 p.m. out-
side Cordiner, “Take Back 
the Night” will begin with a 

march around campus. The event 
is open to everyone, and organ-
izers strive to bring awareness to 
sexual violence and show solidar-
ity for survivors of assault.

Take Back the Night is a na-
tional event held on college cam-
puses, and has a relatively long tra-
dition at Whitman. The event is or-
ganized and hosted by FACE, the 
Feminists Advocating for Change 
and Empowerment club on cam-
pus. It will begin with poster mak-
ing in front of Cordiner starting at 
6 p.m., a march around campus at 
7 p.m., and then after the march, 
survivors of sexual assault will tell 
their stories in the foyer of Cordin-

er. The event was organized by co-
presidents of FACE, Bryn Louise 
and Willa Johnson.

This event takes place every 
year at Whitman, but organizers 
say the message of Take Back the 
Night, that is to bring awareness to 
sexual assault on campus, contin-
ues to remain relevant. Bryn Lou-
ise spoke about what she hopes the 
effect of the event will be this year 
at Whitman.

“Just because we do this eve-
ry year doesn’t mean the outcome 
will be the same every year,” Lou-
ise said. “Especially concerning 
recent events on campus, I just 
hope that victims of sexual vio-
lence get the support they deserve, 
and hopefully this will be a cata-
lyzing moment for stuff going for-
ward in terms of sexual violence 
on campus.”

The first annual Planned Par-
enthood Art and Music Fes-
tival teemed with excitement 

and solidarity this past Friday, 
April 7. Despite the unpredictable 
weather that forced the event in-
doors to Reid Coffeehouse, the fes-
tival went on without a hitch, fea-
turing two live bands, several lo-
cal artists and plenty of appetizing 
treats.

Having conceived the idea 
earlier in the year, Planned Parent-
hood Generation Action (PPGA), 
an advocacy group on campus, 
partnered with the Sigma Chi Fra-
ternity to carry out the art and mu-
sic festival. By working togeth-
er, both groups were able to raise 
money for Planned Parenthood and 
promote the organization as a com-
munity asset.

Impactful feminist artwork 
covered the tables, each piece 
evoking different emotions with 
varying styles. These prints and 
paintings were accompanied by 
other empowering Planned Parent-
hood merchandise.  

Students 
support Planned 

Parenthood 
with art festival, 

auction Frustrations have risen among 
Whitman’s top runners as 
the push to return the track 

team to varsity status has met 
strong resistance from adminis-
tration. 

The track program current-
ly functions as a quasi-club sport, 
competing in various spring 
meets and invitationals but barred 
from Conference and Region-
al competitions by the lack of the 
varsity label.

It is common for college run-
ners to compete in both cross 
country and track and field in or-
der to continue training and com-
peting at a high level year round.

“It’s incredibly difficult to 
be successful in one without the 
other,” Ian Bania said of the two 
sports. Bania is a former Whitman 
student and member of the cross 
country team who transferred to 
Colgate University, which has Di-
vision I cross country and track 
and field teams this year. 

Being a varsity sport comes 
with major perks, including direct 
funding from the school through 
equipment, coaches and facili-
ties to create a competitive pro-
gram. The cross country program 
at Whitman is a varsity sport, but 
the track and field team is still at 
the club sport level. According 

to athletes inside and outside the 
cross country team, this has limit-
ed the program’s competitive abil-
ity.

The Whitman track team’s 
spring work is considered cross 
country off-season training by the 
NCAA, meaning the number of 
weeks training with head coach 
Scott Shields and the number of 
competitions the team can com-
pete in are restricted. 

Senior and former cross coun-
try captain Allie Donahue cites 
these limits in her case for a varsi-
ty track team. She added, “Simply 
being recognized as a varsity pro-
gram would also allow us to com-
pete in the Conference Champion-
ships, which in itself adds a high-
er level of intensity to our train-
ing.”

The desire of the cross coun-
try team to continue pushing for a 
varsity track and field program is 
strong, with reason.

“Almost any cross country 
program in the country also has 
a track program. Many other stu-
dents competed in track and field 
in high school and are looking to 
compete at Whitman as well. We 
are the only conference school 
without a track team and without 
that part of the competition, our 
teams aren’t seen as a big com-
petitor in the league,” first year 
standout Whitney Rich said.

The possible repercussions if 

the quest to get a track and field 
program fails are also a concern 
to the cross country program’s fu-
ture. 

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

see OP-ED, page 7see PP FESTIVAL , page 4

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

see TBTN, page 3

by JESSE SINDELAR
Staff Reporter

Runners clash with 
administration over varsity track

CONTRIBUTED by
MATT REYNOLDS
Department Chair and Associate Professor of 
Art History and Visual Culture Studies

First year Eli Fournier [above] and the 
rest of the club track team have had to 
fundraise and skip the NWC champion-
ship meet because of a lack of varsity 
status.  Photo by Jackie Greisen.

see TRACK AND FIELD, page 5

Student’s march at the “Take Back the Night” event in 2015.  Photo by Marra Clay
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NEWS  

Executive Council elections: 
It’s McCorvie!

A new era has dawned 
on the ASWC Execu-
tive Council. Tuesday, 

April 11, EC election results 
were certified and announced by 
the ASWC Oversight Commit-
tee. AnnaMarie McCorvie will 
be next year’s President, Emily 
Bowen will serve as Vice Pres-
ident, Chris Meabe will han-
dle the budget as Finance Chair 
and Christina Dias will be next 
year’s Nominations Chair.

The election results come on 
the heels of a relatively straight-
forward election process. Mc-
Corvie ran unopposed and won 
an overwhelming majority of the 
vote. McCorvie lost last year’s 
Presidential race by a slight mar-
gin to outgoing President Arthur 

Shemitz, which made this year’s 
win that much sweeter.

Bowen, a junior, is current-
ly studying abroad in Copenha-
gen, DK. She finished with close 
to 100 more first place votes than 
first year Omar Aldahleh. This 
year’s elections featured the first 
ever ASWC/Wire Election Fo-
rum. While Bowen was not able 
to attend, her platform promised 
to improve relationships between 
ASWC and the student body as 
well as between students and the 
Board of Trustees.

“I really wished I could have 
been on campus to display my 
motivations for running for VP 
but I’m glad to have had the sup-
port that I did,” Bowen said.

Meabe is also studying 
abroad, preventing him from 
speaking at the Forum. He did 
send answers to the pre-released 

questions that were read to the 
crowd of spectators through a 
member of the ASWC Oversight 
Committee. Meabe focused on 
the student fee and promised, 
“I’d do everything in my power 
to keep [the fee] as low as possi-
ble while allowing ASWC to con-
tinue to be a positive force on 
campus.”

The closest vote came was 
between Dias, a sophomore, and 
first-year Merone Hadush. Dias 
finished with 65 more first place 
votes.

The ASWC election sea-
son now turns towards the Sen-
ate campaigns, where voters will 
select four representatives from 
each class to represent them at 
bi-weekly senate meetings. Sen-
ate campaigns began yester-
day, April 12, and will continue 
through April 18.

On April 5, 3,600 pounds of 
trash was dumped onto the 
Cordiner lawn, a week’s 

worth of waste for the college. In-
cluded in the mix were Bon App 
dishes, unopened packages of chips 
and a Nalgene water bottle. In total, 
an estimated 70 percent of the mate-
rials thrown away could have been 
recycled.

Mt. Trashmore, a new event on 
campus, aims to educate the Whit-
man community about recycling and 
the ways we can improve sustaina-
bility efforts. Genean Wrisley, the 
student outreach coordinator for the 
Office of Sustainability, said the pur-
pose of the event isn’t to guilt-trip.

“Educating yourself is really 
important,” Wrisley said. “On the 
ASWC Sustainability Survey, eve-
ryone who took it chose the option 
‘I work very hard to recycle every-
thing’. To go through our trash ... ob-
viously there’s a disconnect.

Of the 800 pounds processed 
at the event, 60 percent of the waste 
was paper products, 4 percent was 
aluminum and 8 percent were plas-
tic products. Only 10 percent of the 
waste processed were materials that 
could neither be recycled or com-
posted. The Bon App bowls, cups, 
coffee mugs and silverware were re-
turned to the dining halls.

Volunteers recovered 100 
pounds of uncontaminated materials 
that can be processed and recycled.

Once materials such as paper, 

cardboard and aluminum are pro-
cessed at the campus recycling facil-
ity and Walla Walla Recycling then 
all materials are sent to Pioneer Re-
cycling in Tacoma to be processed. 
According to Brandon Bishop, the 
Campus Sustainability Coordinator 
who put on the event, the recycling 
process is difficult for rural munic-
ipalities such as Walla Walla Recy-
cling. A major reason why glass is 
not recycled in Walla Walla is be-
cause of the single stream recycling 
policy.

“The policy implications of sin-
gle stream recycling have had det-

rimental impacts on the recycling 
industry,” Bishop said. “With in-
creased hauling costs, sorting costs 
and safety concerns at Material Re-
covery Facilities, a number of enti-
ties will no longer take glass. These 
costs coupled with glass recycling 
and production have made recycling 
glass unviable for a number of ru-
ral and small municipalities. This 
has significantly impacted glass re-
cycling programs within eastern 
Washington and Oregon.”

The financial element of recy-
cling is the major factor in determin-
ing the answer as to what, where and 
how products get recycled.

According to Walla Walla Sol-
id Waste Coordinator Melissa Pike, 
the recycling industry is fundamen-
tally based on commodity pricing, 
with prices fluctuating dramatically.

Walla Walla currently runs a 
$15 deficit per ton of recycling, but 
sometimes the number is positive. 
Pike remembers times when reve-
nue was as high as $45 per ton, and 
as low as a deficit of $35 per ton.

The number comes down to a 
number of factors, namely local and 
global commodity pricing.

The ultimate fate of the majority 
of products recycled in Walla Wal-
la is decided at Pioneer Recycling, 
where commingled bails are sorted 
and shipped off for processing. Pi-
oneer Recycling makes an effort to 
recycle locally, but the global man-

ufacturing process renders this task 
more and more unfeasible, according 
to Pike.

Some materials have a strong 
enough domestic market to keep 
them in the United States. These of-
ten include cardboard, aluminum 
(which Walla Walla recycling actu-
ally purchases from individual en-
tities like Whitman College) and 
newsprint paper.

Plastics, some tin and mixed 
paper almost always go to China. 
The country purchases the materi-
als so that its manufacturers may re-
purpose them into entities like con-
sumer products. As for the Whit-
man rumor that these materials are 
“burned” in China,” Pike said this 
is generally not the case because it 
wouldn’t make any sense economi-
cally.

“[However] if material is not 
deemed high-quality enough to use 
in recycling, there is a change that 
that material is sent to a waste to en-
ergy plant,” Pike said. In this case 
the waste is burned for energy.

Bishop said incentive systems 
that encourage such carbon-heavy 
processing is partially “due to the 
decreased value of petroleum.” But 
these factors are in continual flux.

In particular, China has be-
gun to crack down in recent years 
of abuses to the recycling system, 
in which bales of “recycled” mate-
rials arrive full of trash and smug-

gled products. Pike described an en-
hanced potency in the Chinese reg-
ulatory apparatus. “National Sword 
2017” is a new program where Chi-
nese inspectors often analyze ma-
terials before they even embark on 
the trans-Pacific voyage. Because 
American recyclers must absorb 
the return cost of a rejected ship-
ment, the program is sending waves 
through the industry.

This dramatically affects com-
modity prices. Since only March, pa-
per-grade prices have dropped over 
50 percent, according to Dave Clau-
gus, owner of Pioneer Recycling 
in Tacoma. In an email to Pike, he 
wrote that he has “not [seen] such a 
dramatic decrease at any other time” 
in his career.

Pioneer Recycling, for its part, 
claims to have added sorters to meet 
these higher certification standards 
on its recycling shipments.

“Recycling,” said Pike, is a 
“commodity based industry. It’s not 
sunshine and unicorns. It’s a busi-
ness.”

For members of the Whitman 
community, Mt. Trashmore provid-
ed a strong visual reminder about the 
amount of waste the campus gener-
ates, and aims to have individuals re-
think the way they look at waste and 
recycling.

“Reduce, reuse, and then recy-
cle,” Wrisley said. “Recycling is a 
last resort.”

by LINDSEY BRODECK
Staff Reporter

“On the ASWC 
Sustainability Survey, 
everyone who took 
it chose the option 
‘I work very hard to 
recycle everything.’ To 
go through our trash 
... obviously there’s a 
disconnect.”
Genean Wrisley
Student Outreach Coordinator for the 
Office of Sustainability

Mt. Trashmore highlights Whitman’s recycling problems, 
but where does recycled material actually go?

Many Bon-Appetit utensils, above,  
were found in campus trash. Griffin 

Cronk and other students sort the 
trash on Cordiner lawn. Photos by 

Tywen Kelly.

by MITCHELL SMITH
Editor-in-Chief

ASWC Executive Council election candidates at The Wire’s forum last week in Kim-
ball auditorium.  Photo by Tywen Kelly.
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Johnson spoke about her de-
sire that the victims and survi-
vors of assault who attend this 
event will feel welcomed and 
supported by a community of al-
lies.

“One of the biggest takea-
ways is for people to know that 
they’re not alone. People are out 
there who went through simi-
lar experiences to them, and that 
there’s support for them,” John-
son said. “Sexual assault and 
sexual violence are very preva-
lent here, both at Whitman and in 
students’ lives in general. Hav-
ing that awareness, and having 
this not be an issue that we shove 
under the table or ignore, but in-
stead bringing it out and having 
it be a very direct, ‘in your face’ 
way of confronting sexual vio-
lence.”

Louise also mentioned that 
people who have never attend-
ed these events may be surprised 
at the startling number of people 
that sexual violence impacts.

“I think people who don’t at-

tend events like these or aren’t 
involved will be surprised at how 
many people sexual violence ac-
tually affects. It’s kind of heavy, 
as an event, as sexual violence is 
a heavy subject,” Louise said.

Sophomore Danielle Hira-
no, who attended the event last 
year and plans to return this year, 
was impacted by her experience 
listening to the stories of sexu-
al assault survivors last year. She 
hopes that people who attend will 
gain a better understanding of 
how sexual assault impacts peo-
ple.

“I feel like victims of sexual 
assault and violence are silenced, 
whether or not they choose to re-
port their results. This is a space 
for survivors to have that voice ... 
and tell the story from their per-
spective,” Hirano said. “For peo-
ple attending, whether you’re a 
survivor or not, I hope that you 
hear some powerful stories and 
you walk away having a better 
idea and a bigger picture of what 
it is like to be a victim of sexual 
assault.”

from TBTN, page 1

Dean Chuck Cleveland discusses administrative reponse to drug-
gings outside his office last Monday.  Photo by Tywen Kelly.

See more photos 
online
Visit www.whitmanwire.com *

TBTN march begins 
today at 7:00

Student’s march at the 2016 “Take Back the Night” event.  Photo by Amelia Wells.

by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Carrie Goldberg runs a legal 
practice in Brooklyn that 
specializes in sexual abuse 

and privacy, or going after “ass-
holes,” as she recently put it at a 
lunch with Whitman students in-
terested in law. Her star has ris-
en in past years, as she has be-
come a prominent and successful 
advocate for victims and legal re-
form at the tricky intersection of 
technology and personal priva-
cy, a realm that is becoming more 
and more problematic as the inter-
net and its offspring creep deep-
er into American culture. She sat 
down with The Wire last week 
during her visit to campus, which 
was arranged by Student Engage-
ment Center. Content has been ed-
ited for concision and clarity. 

You talked in this lunch about 
this period of floundering that 
you think it’s good to go through 
in general, and that you said you 
went through after college in de-
termining your own legal identity. 
Can you dig into that a little more 
and explain why for a graduating 
college student, that’s not such a 
bad thing?

CG: I think I owe my career 
to the fact that I didn’t know ex-
actly what I wanted to do when I 
graduated from college. I wasn’t 
a star student who had her pick 
of jobs after college, or even af-
ter law school, and it forced me to 
explore jobs and areas of the law 
that I never would have found had 
I gotten the ideal job I was look-
ing for.

I think so many students, 
particularly in this day and age, 
are so judgmental of themselves 
because so many people are ask-
ing them, ‘What are you gonna 
do after college? Where are you 
gonna work?’ It’s so hard to find 
jobs. And yet, it actually can be a 
gift not to know exactly what you 

want to do.

Presumably you founded your 
firm with a vision, a set of expecta-
tions. Is there anything in particu-
lar that has surprised you?

CG: Well, when I started the 
firm I kind of just expected to be 
a solo practitioner and just to have 
a small little shop. I was blown 
away by how much attention I im-
mediately received because the 
field that I’m in–there are just so 
few attorneys doing this kind of 

law. So it ended up being some-
thing to report on. It itself was a 
story, that there are now attorneys 
that just focus on sexual privacy, 
or just focus on victims, and so it 
meant that I got tons and tons of 
cases and needed to grow, and I’m 
delighted by that. I want to keep 
growing, but the velocity that 
we’ve grown is overwhelming. 
And I certainly wasn’t expecting 
to get all the other opportunities 
that I’ve gotten. Like to get to be 
involved in state and federal leg-
islation, and to get to testifying 
front of congress and get invited 
to the White House-

And presumably that was not 
part of the initial vision?

CG: No, I wasn’t thinking as 
big. Now, Sony is developing a 
fictional TV show about me and 
Penguin just paid me a lot of mon-
ey to write a book. I’m consult-
ing on this Netflix show. Like all 

these crazy–these amazing op-
portunities have come because 
there is a value to the kind of work 
we’re doing at the firm.

Did you go into it thinking in 
terms of, I’m gonna be an advo-
cate, or maybe for you there’s a lot 
of crossover being a lawyer and 
advocate?

CG: It’s very interchangeable, 
yeah. We’re councilors.

I’m not quite sure of the time-
line of all these opportunities. 
Would you accredit the New York-
er profile as the thing that got you 
big in that sense?

CG: Well, I think even earlier 
than that there was a shift where 
suddenly the media felt comfort-
able writing about revenge porn, 
writing about sexual privacy. That 
shift happened in 2015,  which 
was around when we got a lot of 
our tech companies to create anti-
revenge porn bans. And so, those 
were being reported on. Suddenly, 
journalists wanted to hear about 
victim’s stories. Then some very 
high profile victims, like Jennifer 
Lawrence, came forward and it all 
kind of happened at the same time 
where there was this perfect storm 
of attention to the issue, and a rec-
ognition that, ‘Oh my god, there’s 
so much work to be done here, and 
there are some of these misfits 
lawyers who are trying to do it.’

Going forward, has your per-
sonal vision and the vision of your 
firm changed?

CG: Our newest mission is 
to expand to also work on cer-
tain specifically targeted popula-
tions who are being trolled on the 
internet and harassed online, like 
abortion providers and advocates. 
I mean, at the end of the day, I’m 
just gonna stay a lawyer and I’m 
just gonna keep focusing on using 
the law to change the reality.

“What’s amazing about 
college cases is there’s 
a duty to investigate all 
cases that are reported, 
which we don’t have in 
the criminal system. 
Carrie Goldberg
Revenge Porn Lawer

Revenge porn lawyer comes to Whitman:
Q&A with Carrie Goldberg

by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Administration officials and 
concerned students met this 
week after reports of anoth-

er drugging at an all-campus Greek 
party last weekend. At a rally at 
Harper Joy Theater on Sunday, fol-
lowing a “Timely Warning” on the 
topic that morning, students voiced 
concern over a campus culture that 
they say facilitates such crimes, and 
alleged that the administration was 
not being sufficiently forthcoming 
with information, nor proactive in 
providing resources for support.

Kenzie Spooner is among the 
students who organized the gath-
ering, and those that followed this 
week.

“We understand the admin-
istration is walking a fine line be-
tween revealing personal informa-
tion ... and giving the rest of the stu-
dent body the information they need 
to stay safe,” she said.

Spooner continued that the sort 
of information reported in the next 
morning’s Union-Bulletin regard-
ing, for example, the fraternity where 
the incident occurred, or other infor-
mation such as the drugs in question, 
the status of the police or administra-
tive investigations into the druggings 
from last fall, would go a long way 
towards keeping the student body 
safe and in the loop, without reveal-
ing personal details about the vic-
tims.

On Monday morning, rough-
ly 80 students gathered on the third 
floor of Memorial to air such griev-

ances, and Dean Cleveland greet-
ed them outside his office to answer 
questions. After this, Dean Cleve-
land and President Kathy Murray 
met with a smaller group of students 
to set out concrete goals to address 
student concerns.

On Wednesday, the wording 
of the pamphlet on these topics was 
discussed with a select group of stu-
dents, Dean Cleveland, Associate 
Dean Barbara Maxwell and Associ-
ate Dean Juli Dunn. The document 
will be disseminated at Thursday’s 
“Take Back the Night” event.

Additionally, a meeting has 
been planned to discuss changing 
the language of the office’s “Timely 
Warning Emails,” often sent out fol-
lowing or in anticipation of dangers 
to campus. Students complained that 
the language of these emails was too 
tame and bureaucratic, and didn’t ex-
press sufficient outrage at the actions 
they described.

The administration also agreed 
to plan a meeting with students to 
form a task force around the drug-
ging issues, and contact the Wal-
la Walla Police Department to see if 
they can come speak directly to stu-
dents and answer questions.

The still-nameless student 
group that is responsible for all three 
meetings this week looks to build 
trust and serve as a liaison between 
the student body and administra-
tion, as the school works through this 
year’s party-druggings and other re-
lated issues.

Their next meeting will be in 
the Harper Joy lobby at 8:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Students and 
administration respond to 
new drugging reports

Murray announces debate team to be reinstituted

Two years after the suspen-
sion of Whitman’s Debate 
Program in the wake of al-

cohol violations and allegations 
of gender discrimination, presi-
dent Kathy Murray announced in 
an April 6 email that the college 
would begin to reinstate the pro-
gram.

Whitman Debate will return 
in the fall of 2018, Murray’s email 
said, and will focus on parliamen-
tary debate, in keeping with the 
recommendation of an external re-
view committee.

The committee, which in-
cludes Whitman professors Su-
sanne Beechey and Keith Far-
rington, two former Whitman de-
baters and two representatives of 
other Pacific Northwest colleges, 

studied debate programs around the 
Pacific Northwest throughout 2016, 
finally submitting their report and 
recommendation on Dec. 20.

“We are proceeding with the 
reinstatement carefully and will 
rigorously assess the program to 
fully understand the experiences 
of all participants,” Murray wrote 
in her email. “Our goal is to create 
a sustainable program that upholds 
the values of the college.”

by ANDY MONSERUD
Staff Reporter
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Meanwhile on stage, bands 
such as Where the F*** is Gra-
ham, Crossing Isaacs and Whit-
man musician Claire McHale en-
tertained the crowd with energet-
ic and vivacious music.

Annelise Ellingboe, a lead-
er of Whitman’s PPGA advoca-
cy group, has been part of PPGA 
since its formation in the fall se-
mester of 2016. She felt this event 
would leave a lasting impression 
on the community.

“I mean we do want to raise 
money because that’s the point 
of a philanthropy event but it’s 
also just like dope to have people 
know more about Planned Par-
enthood,” Ellingboe said. “We’d 
like to make it more of a commu-
nity effort since Planned Parent-
hood is a community resource.”

The event was a way for the 
club to advocate for Planned Par-
enthood and introduce its objec-
tives to those unfamiliar with it.

“I think there is a lot that can 
still be learned about [Planned 
Parenthood],” Ellingboe said. 
“It’s really nice to have people 
come out and see what we’re do-
ing and what the other goals of 
Planned Parenthood are because 
it’s not just all fun sex-ed. It’s ac-
tually a really important resource 
for different people and for un-
derserved people in our commu-
nity.”

Greg Steigerwald of Sigma 
Chi felt excited about the frater-
nity’s involvement in the festival.

“As [Sigma Chi’s] main phi-
lanthropy event of the semester, 
it seemed like the perfect event,” 
Steigerwald said.

The fraternity’s involvement 
with this event was a way for Sig-
ma Chi to show their support not 
just for Whitman’s PPGA club, 
but also for the entire Planned 
Parenthood organization, which 
is currently facing a great deal of 
judgement and constraint on a na-
tional level.

“This event helped bring 
people together to support a cause 
that is under a lot of duress right 
now, and shows that people will 

continue to support PP,” Steiger-
wald said.

Alya Bohr ‘19 attended the 
event and enjoyed the exciting, 
lively atmosphere.

“I thought it was really cool 
to do a fundraiser and to have it 
be an event that was just so rich 
and positive,” Bohr said. “Here 

we are having fun doing mu-
sic, but also this is an important 
cause and there was all this real-
ly cool art ... I think it was just a 
really cool way to combine sup-
porting a really important thing 
... this is good stuff to be doing 
and a good energy to have.”

By integrating several com-
ponents of the Whitman and Wal-
la Walla communities, the art and 
music festival became an event of 
solidarity. Bohr described the im-
portance of having groups of dif-
ferent backgrounds and politi-
cal stances come together for one 
event.

“It was very much an in-
volvement from a lot of people” 
she said. “To have it be really in-
corporating a lot of different ele-
ments on campus and a lot of dif-
ferent people, I thought it was a 
great way to reach out to people 
and to make this something that 
applies to everyone–to find more 
common ground.”

With a huge turnout, the 
Planned Parenthood Art and Mu-
sic Festival certainly made an im-
pact on those who attended. All 
proceeds went to benefit Planned 
Parenthood.

“I think the outcome was 
great!” Steigerwald said. “We 
raised a large sum of money for 
a great cause, the musicians were 
excellent and everybody in the 
audience seemed to be having 
fun!”

“It was really cool to do a 
fundraiser and to have it 
be an event that was ... 
so rich and positive.”
Alya Bohr, ‘19
Guest, PP Art & Music Festival

Students check out the many and varied art products and baked goods up for sale at the Planned Parenthood Art & Music 
Festival in the Reid Coffeehouse.  Photo by Amelia Wells.

On March 17, 2017, Erin 
Lazzeri Terrall ‘11 posted 
an open letter to Whitman 

College via an email addressed 
to multiple constituents at Whit-
man, as well as Facebook. The 
email addressed Terrall’s concerns 
with the future funding of Harp-
er Joy Theatre (HJT) productions. 
In response to student concerns re-
sulting from the letter, The Wire 
looked into the issue, concluding 
that Terrall’s worries are unfound-
ed and HJT productions continue 
to have strong support from Whit-
man.

In the open letter, Terrall ex-
pressed his frustration with a plan 
suggesting that Harper Joy will cut 
four out of the current eight pro-
ductions due to lack of financial 
funding from Whitman. Terrall is 
concerned with how such a plan 
would influence theater students.

“Without a diverse HJT line-
up of works directed by faculty, 
the artistically minded students 
at Whitman will suffer,” Terrall 
wrote in his email.

These concerns have jump-
started a “Save the HJT 8 Play Sea-
son” petition at change.org, which 
has drawn 538 supporters.

Terrall’s letter and the petition 
seems to suggest that Whitman is 
failing to support the arts, a huge 
concern in light of proposed cuts 
to the National Endowment for 
Arts and Humanities by the Trump 
administration. However, after sit-
ting down with Dan Schindler, Di-
rector of the Department of Thea-
tre and Dance, this doesn’t seem to 
be the case.

Instead of cutting four pro-
ductions, Schindler emphasiz-
es that only one will be cut for the 
2017-2018 school year. In addition, 
the change arose not due to budget 
cuts, but from the difficulties the 
department is facing in attempting 
to collectively organize within the 

tight HJT schedule.
Earlier this year, an exter-

nal review took place for the The-
atre and Dance department. How-
ever, amidst multiple staff sabbat-
icals this semester, the department 
has not been able to come together 
collectively as a faculty to discuss 
the external review team’s report. 
But, for the department, this was 
not enough to put the discussion 
off until the fall semester of 2017.

Although no one in the de-
partment will be on sabbatical 
next semester, nontenured faculty 
would still be excluded.

“I could [maybe] not design 
a show and someone could [may-
be] not direct a show and we could 
hire a guest director, but at the 
same time, the other part of our 
faculty [nontenured faculty teach-
ing the shops] that we want in-
put from needs a break as well,” 
Schindler said.

Nontenured faculty need a 
break because they continuously 
guide the shops that are in charge 

of light, set and costume produc-
tion for the HJT lineup. As such, 
in order to ensure a specific time 
in which the department, as a col-
lective, can discuss the report 
drawn by the external review, the 
department decided to drop only 
one production in the fall semes-
ter of 2017.

So what of the notion that half 
of HJT’s productions will indefi-
nitely be cut?

“I’m not sure where it came 
from,” Schindler said.

It’s unclear not only for Schin-
dler, but also to students. Many 
current students contacted by The 
Wire did not provide any com-
ments on the aforementioned issue 
due to feeling unable to address 
the issue or feeling uncomfortable 
with commenting. Current theater 
major Kristina Roy ’18 expressed 
why this might be the case.

“Current students have not re-
ally been kept in the loop with re-
gards to the proposed changes to 
the HJT season. It’s difficult to 
comment when I’ve only heard ru-
mors passed on from alumni and 
faculty,” Roy said.

Schindler explains a lack of 
public visibility on any proposed 
changes to the lack of discussion 
around the report itself. Since the 
aforementioned reports, no dra-
matic prolonged changes to the fu-
ture of HJT have been proposed, 
budgetary or otherwise.

“We are trying to be thought-
ful in terms of how we move for-
ward,” Schindler said.

For Schindler, carving out 
a time for a collaborative depart-
mental response to a highly val-
ued external review report encap-
sulates this thoughtfulness.

“It’s difficult to comment 
when I’ve only heard 
rumors passed on from 
alumni and faculty.”
Kristina Roy, ‘18
Theatre Major

by ZUHRA AMINI
Staff Reporter

Harper Joy Theatre dismisses 
2017-18 schedule slash rumors WIRE WATCH

A play created and performed by Mark Raddatz, 
composed entirely from the words of John Muir. 

7 p.m., Saturday, April 15, Gesa Power House Thea-
tre. $15-$18 per ticket.

from PP FESTIVAL , page 1

“breath, sweat, hair, dirt, dust” 
A mixed-bill of new contemporary choreographies, 

performed by Whitman students. 

8 p.m.,  Thursday-Saturday, April 13-15 (matinees at 
2 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, April 15-16), Harper Joy Thea-

tre. Free for Whitman students.

 
A workshop on promoting “safe, pleasure-based sex 

with communication and consent,” presented by PRISM 
and WEB. 

7 p.m., Friday, April 14, Jewett Main Lounge. Free and 
open to students.

 Learn about campus sustainability and Whitman’s 
environmental clubs while winning prizes in the ASWC-

hosted event! 

6 p.m., Monday, April 17, Reid Ballroom. Free and 
open to all students.

Move Your Phi’t
A 3K color run with proceeds supporting the sub-

stance abuse aid organization Trilogy. 

10 a.m., Saturday, April 15, Whitman Athletic Fields. 
$10 per ticket.

ADVERTISEMENT

WEEK OF APRIL 13

Images of famed and relevant historical theatre playbills and journalism adorn the walls in the basement of Whitman’s Harper 
Joy Theatre.  Photo by Natalie Mutter.

Planned Parenthood Art & Music Festival: 
Talent and activisim applied for a cause

“Babeland presents The ‘Moregasm’ Workshop”

“John Muir: Watch, Pray, and Fight”

The Green Gala
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Runners fight for varsity track team
“It was a hard decision for me to 
choose Whitman because I didn’t 
like the idea of not having a track 
team. It affects our recruiting be-
cause many cross country athletes 
also look for a complementary track 
program,” Rich continued.

Some of the repercussions have 
already started to affect the team. 
The lack of a track team factored 
into Bania’s decision to transfer. 

“Personally, the absence of 
track and the inability to compete 
consistently influenced my deci-
sion to leave Whitman in favor of a 
school with a fully funded program. 
Track definitely wasn’t the only fac-
tor that pushed me to transfer, but 
all else fixed, had we had a full pro-
gram, it is very possible I might’ve 
stayed at Whitman,” Bania conclud-
ed.

Ever since the varsity track pro-
gram was nixed 15 years ago, multi-
ple unsuccessful attempts have been 
made by the cross country program 
to reinstate varsity status from the 
Whitman administration.

“About four years ago, there 
were some efforts made, but there 
was resistance from the administra-
tion, as it was during the transition 
phase of the president of the college, 
so we were told we would be heard 

after the transition,” future men’s 
captain Charlie Thimesch said.

Another appeal was made by 
the team this year. In a Novem-
ber email exchange between mem-
bers of the cross country team and 
Provost and Dean of Faculty Alzada 
Tipton, acquired by The Wire, Tip-
ton cited a number of reasons for 
not offering the team track status: 
that the number of spring practices 
allowed the cross country team “is 
generally equal to the participation 
in non-traditional season opportu-
nities for volleyball, soccer, base-
ball and tennis.” She also included 
that the college will work to cover 
more track expenses so athletes do 
not pay out of pocket; that the ros-
ter is consistently full, so recruit-
ing concerns are not an issue; and 
that making track a varsity program 
would lead to calls for hefty invest-
ments in a new track facility and ad-
ditional staff.

“We are not yet fully meeting 
the budget needs of our current var-
sity programs, requiring us to raise 
funds for them each year. We should 
not start another sport while we are 
unable to totally fund the sports we 
have,” Tipton concluded.

While members of the cross 
country team would certainly ap-
preciate the level of support implied 

by Tipton, their demands are not 
nearly as heavy. 

“We are already doing the 
work and are essentially running a 
track program but we just want the 
bare minimum of recognition as a 
varsity track team. They are saying 
we can’t afford to fund a whole pro-
gram, but that’s not really the case 
to just support what we are already 
doing,” Donahue said.

“The most frustrating thing is 
that not only are we not recognized 
as a varsity sport, but we are a club 
sport without the benefits (ASWC 
funding). We are in this weird lim-
bo between a varsity sport and a 
club sport, but without the benefits 
of either,” Thimesch added.

The Wire contacted Athletic 
Director Dean Snider for comment 
on the issue. In addition to express-
ing his empathy and understand-
ing for the students who want a var-
sity track program, he wrote that, 
“We are working to better support 
our Cross Country students in their 
non-traditional season but a full 
track program is not possible for the 
college at this time.”

Some college-rooted funding 
does appear to have been given to 
the track team this year to help cov-
er travel expenses, but this still falls 
short of the varsity status the run-

ners are asking for.
The issue has no clear resolu-

tion, but it remains a painful point 
of contention for these athletes. 
“There has been a lot of frustration. 

It has been a bitter pill,” Thimesch 
said. “At this point I just feel like I 
should give up. It became clear that 
there would be no change while I 
was here,” concluded Donahue.

Whitman cycling hosted schools from the Northwest College Collegiate Cycling 
conference this weekend, closing roads on campus.  Photo by Henry Honzel.

Cycling hosts Omnium

Due to the school’s recent mas-
cot change, the Whitman Cy-
cling team had the privi-

lege of hosting the first annual Blues 
Omnium in Walla Walla last week-
end. The omnium, meaning a multi-
ple race cycling event, consisted of 
a long distance road race, team time 
trial and short course race. Large 
schools from the Northwest Colle-
giate Cycling Conference showed 
up, including the University of 
Washington and the University of 
Idaho.

Both the road race and time tri-
al took place Saturday in the wheat 
fields north of Walla Walla starting 
on Lower Waitsburg Road. With five 
separate heats of riders, the distance 
of the road race ranged from a 30-
mile race all the way up to a 75-mile 
race that was 5 laps of the course.

Senior captain Zander Guzy-
Sprague competed in the 75-mile 
race, though exited the race after 60 
miles.

“I felt strong so I took a big tac-
tical gamble that didn’t pay off.  On 
the first lap of five I attacked with 
one other rider right before a cross-
wind section. We worked togeth-
er and managed to open up a gap of 
over a minute, but after over a lap 
off the front we were slowing down 
and the pack got organized to chase 
us down. At that point I had put a ton 
of energy into the failed move and 
didn’t have enough strength to stay 
with the main group for much longer, 
and I pulled out of the race a lap lat-
er,” Guzy-Sprauge said.

The Whitman men’s team had 
a dominant win in the team time 
trial, finishing with a final time of 
18:52.78, almost 40 seconds faster 
the second place Oregon State Uni-
versity.

The short course race, referred 
to as a ‘criterium,’ took place Sun-
day morning right in the heart cam-
pus. With a short and flat course, 
more technical skill is required than 
the road race, and it usually features 
a series of all-out efforts. The 0.7 
mile course looped past Reid Cam-
pus Center, down Boyer, across 
Mill Creek, and back up Alder. In 
past years the course had cut direct-
ly through the Anderson parking 
lot, but due to the new residence hall 
construction a new course had to be 

planned.
“Figuring out how to include 

Alder street in this year’s criterium 
was certainly very challenging as it 
is such a busy road. However, work-
ing along with the city we developed 
a traffic plan and detour route that 
could accommodate the closure,” 
Race Director and Whitman junior 
Lucas Napolitano said.

Criterium races are based on a 
30-60 minute race duration rather 
than laps. As the race officials get a 
sense of how long each lap is taking, 
they start to count down the number 
of laps remaining.

“I absolutely adore our crite-
rium and the fact that it runs right 
through the heart of campus. This 
was the first year we had the course 
cross Mill Creek twice, and I think 
we are the only team with bridges in 
our race,” senior captain Fiona Ben-
nitt said.

Notable criterium performances 
came from team newcomer and sen-
ior Collin Faunt, who finished ninth 
in the men’s C heat, and sophomore 
Maddie Ortenblad, who finished 
fourth in the women’s B heat.

Whitman Cycling is run entire-
ly by students, meaning organizing 
the race took a significant amount of 
volunteer effort from the team. Some 
members woke up at 3:30  a.m. to 
put up signs, close down roads and 
sweep gravel off of corners.

“I was proud to watch everyone 
step up and pitch in to make it hap-
pen. Several folks from other schools 
came up to me and said they had a 
great time, which is all that I can 
hope for,” Bennitt said.

With team membership down 
not only across the conference, but 
nationally, the team is working hard 
to introduce new cyclists to the sport.

“New folks are trying out rac-
ing on the bikes we bought to loan 
annually, and we have several others 
who weren’t able to race this year but 
are looking forward to the 2018 sea-
son... I am completely optimistic that 
the club will carry on because riding 
a bike is just so much fun,” Bennitt 
said.

Next weekend the cyclists have 
the opportunity to compete at both 
a Washington State Road race and a 
criterium and team time trial at the 
University of Idaho. The team’s top 
riders will begin to prepare for na-
tionals, held April 27-30 in Colorado, 
in the coming weeks.

by QUINN SALKIND
Staff Reporter

Scooping up talent
Lacrosse rocks season with new recruits

With their best record in 
the program’s three short 
years at the varsity lev-

el, the Whitman lacrosse team has 
quickly evolved into a Northwest 
Conference contender. The team’s 
young core and competitive atti-
tude have them poised for long-
term success, which could culmi-
nate in a bid to the NCAA Tourna-
ment in 2019 when the NWC gains 
eligibility.

The team’s intensity has in-
creased dramatically as it becomes 
further removed from its roots as a 
club sport. Older players like jun-
ior Captain Emma Bishop have 
been a major factor in this change.

“Our work ethic grows eve-
ry year, and I think each year the 
intensity grows because we want 
to make the commitment a seri-
ous one, and we’ve lost people who 
weren’t making it as intense of a 
place to play...we also happen to be 
a very competitive group of upper-
classmen,” Bishop said.

Head Coach Kate Robinson is 
largely responsible for change in 
competitiveness and an strength-
ening of Whitman’s reputation. 
Robinson came to the program in 
2014 as the first varsity coach af-
ter serving two years as an assis-
tant coach at Stevens Institute. 
This season, Robinson scheduled 
a challenging non-conference slate 
of games against teams like na-
tionally ranked Stevens Institute 
and West Region No. 4 Pomona-
Pitzer. These games gave young 
players invaluable experience and 
serve as a recruiting tool.

Senior Anna Melville attrib-
utes much of the team’s recent suc-
cess to Robinson’s recruits. Mel-
ville, who has been with the pro-
gram since its club days, has wit-

nessed consistent progression in 
terms of skill.

“The first year the team was 
varsity our coach recruited a cou-
ple of senior soccer players. They 
were really athletic, but a lot of 
the first year we were focused on 
teaching players how to play la-
crosse. Now, with how skilled our 
sophomores and first years are, we 
can spend more time on skill relat-
ed drills,” Melville said.

The team has also experienced 
an uptick in talent from both coasts 
the past couple of years. Lacrosse 
is a rapidly growing sport on the 
West Coast, but the East Coast typ-
ically has stronger youth and col-
legiate programs. Having players 
from across the country creates a 
unique blend of playing styles.

“It’s not necessarily where 
they come from that matters, 
Kate recruited really good team 
members from both coasts which 
strengthened our depth. The 
amount of girls that play this year 
compared to the past is a testament 
to that,” Melville added.

Last weekend’s heartbreaking 
17-5 loss to George Fox eliminat-
ed the team from NWC Champion-
ship contention. With two games 
next weekend the team can lock-
up a second place conference fin-
ish, but they will enter next season 
hungry for first.

With seven first years and 
five sophomores on the team, only 
three seniors are graduating this 

year. The team’s top two goal scor-
ers, sophomore Lindsay Schwartz 
and first year Mary Noyes both re-
turn to the team and will look to 
propel the Blues to their first Con-
ference Championship. Sophomore 
forward Chantal Arnold has high 
hopes.

“Everyone’s super stoked that 
we’ve been winning and we want 
to keep it up in the future. We’re 
looking forward to next season and 
we are looking to be Northwest 
Conference champs. Our team has 
really good chemistry on the field 
and we’ve been able to put it all to-
gether,” Arnold said.

In many ways, the 2017 season 
allowed the team to make a name 
for itself on campus. Still, the 
sport’s history at Whitman makes 
it easy for the players to feel like 
the program is overlooked.

“Sometimes we are given less 
respect than other sports on cam-
pus, and it’s a point of frustration. 
I think the team takes it really per-
sonally. We’re definitely recog-
nized for our individual players 
and we are a really good team for 
our conference. I think it should 
give us some form of credibility,” 
stated Bishop.

Similarly, Melville hopes at 
this point “Everyone should know 
that we’re a varsity sport.”

In conjunction with their solid 
play, the team has looked for other 
ways to incentivize fan attendance. 
Last weekend, the matches were 
promoted with free pizza, draw-
ing in a larger crowd than normal 
and raising campus awareness for 
the sport. Even if many students 
do not know much about the team 
now, they shortly will, as the Blues 
are rapidly evolving into one of the 
strongest lacrosse programs in the 
NWC. With their core of young 
talent, Whitman Lacrosse hopes to 
be a force for years.

by CONOR SCANLON
Staff Reporter

Sophomore Lindsay Schwartz (center) currently leads the Northwest Conference in goals with 43 so far. Schwartz was voted 
first team all-conference last year.  Photo by Amelia Wells.

First year Whitney Rich 
(left), one of Whitman’s top 
runners, has expressed her 
frustration with the lack of a 
track team.  Photo by Jackie 
Greisen.

from TRACK AND FIELD, page 1

“Our team has really 
good chemistry on 
the field and we’ve 
been able to put it all 
together.”
Chantal Arnold ‘19
 Forward, women’s lacrosse

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
v. Pacific University Apr. 8: W 14-9
v. George Fox University Apr. 9: L 5-17

MEN’S TENNIS
at University of Puget Sound Apr. 9: W 8-1
at University of Texas Tyler Apr 9: W 5-4
at Pacific Lutheran University Apr. 9: W 8-1

WOMEN’S TENNIS
v. University of Puget Sound Apr. 8: W 9-0
v. Pacific Lutheran University Apr. 9: W 8-1

BASEBALL
Men’s
HOME v. Linfield Apr. 14,12pm
HOME v. Linfield Apr. 14, 3pm

S C O R E B O A R D
BASEBALL
at Lewis and Clark Apr. 8: 
L 2-5     W11-7
at Lewis and Clark Apr. 9: 
W 5-3     L 9-10

UPCOMING
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Staff Reporter

Behind bars, in our backyard
Whitman, Walla Walla connect with local inmates 

“It’s not so cute. They 
really have sad lives 
that they wish they 
could change.”
Chloe Holaso ‘20 

It’s easy to see prisons as an anom-
aly in our cute and charming Wal-
la Walla. The state penitentiary 

can easily just be a set of bright lights 
you see while driving to the wheat 
fields, while the Two Rivers Correc-
tional Institution and Eastern Ore-
gon Correctional Institution are un-
heard of for many Whitman students. 
However, clubs and classes have 
made an effort to engage with these 
institutions in a variety of ways, from 
theater to meditation to collaborative 
academic projects.

Theater Brings Together Stu-

dents, Prisoners

As a student in Jessica Cerul-
lo’s beginning acting class, first-year 
Chloe Holaso took on a new role: an 
audience member in a small, claus-
trophobic room stuffed with securi-
ty guards and prisoners. There she 
watched as inmates from Two Riv-
ers Correctional Institution in Uma-
tilla, Oregon performed “Metamor-
phoses,” a play by Mary Zimmer-
man, for her class. The charity, Open 
Hearts Open Minds, helps inmates 
put on plays like this annually. Scat-
tered among the audience were rel-
atives of inmates and former in-
mates who had come to support their 
friends.

“It wasn’t like [you were be-
ing ushered into] a Broadway pro-
duction. It’s more of like, here are 
your plastic chairs. And you sit in 
your plastic chairs and kind of look 
around at your classmates like, ‘Uh 
what?’ and then you look at the of-
ficers that are looking back and you 
and like, ‘Uh I wasn’t looking!” Ho-
laso laughed.

This new, strange experience 
was exactly what professor Cerullo 
was aiming to provide.

“[Professor Cerullo] was a lot 
about putting yourself into some-
thing new and making it feel nor-
mal,” Holaso said. “So I think that’s 
why she had our class go to the cor-
rectional institution because that was 
a whole new experience.”

As a person who had never even 
seen a prison before, the only con-
ception Holaso had of prison was de-
rived from the media.

“When the bus drove up ... I was 
kind of like, ‘Oh, this looks really 
happy. There’s not grey buildings, or 
wolves, or spiney wire everywhere,’” 
Holaso said.

As she walked through the se-
curity building, down the hallways 
of another building, Holaso thought 
that this would be like any oth-
er show performed at a theater. She 
wasn’t acclimated to the reality of 
the prison until she stepped into the 
room.

“Okay: here’s the first wave of 
shock. These are actually prisoners, 
I’m not just seeing a show ... I look 
around the room and had more of a 
reality check,” Holaso said. Holaso’s 
perception started to align more with 
the archetypal prison image of gruff, 
tough men. In terms of theatricality, 
her expectations were low.

But then, the inmates started 
singing.

“At first it seemed kind of ab-

surd and almost wrong, like dysto-
pian ... when the bad guys are sing-
ing about good things and it seems 
like it’s just a façade, but definitely 
the creepiness of it wore off and we 
all just started to get into the vibes 
that they were creating,” Holaso said. 
“Each one of them were beaming. 
They all seemed so proud and happy 
to be putting on this show.”

The song, written and com-
posed by the inmates, was about 
love, peace and finding community 
in each other.  

“It was a heart-melting kind of 
thing,” Holaso said.

The play was reminiscent of 
middle school: goofy and comical. 
The feeling of uneasiness that ac-
companied the presence of security 
guards dissipated and the environ-
ment became more comfortable as 
time went on.

“None of them looked scary. 
They kind of all just looked like your 
crazy uncle or your crazy grandpa,” 
Holaso said.

Holaso’s first thought was that 
the performance was cute. However, 
when she talked to the inmates, it got 
deeper than that.

“It’s not so cute. They real-
ly have sad lives that they wish they 
could change,” Holaso said. “It kind 
of reminded me about those people 
in ‘Tangled,’ all the thugs [singing] ‘I 
have a dream, I have a dream.’ And 
they all get their dreams, but these 
are people that are not going to.”

Talking to an inmate, person-
to-person, cultivated a sense of em-
pathy.

“I began to see these people ... 
as real, passionate humans like my-
self,” Holaso said. “Then it turned 
into this huge moving sadness. Wow. 
This person [was] in high school and 
did theater just like I did, and fell into 
this other path and made some real-
ly poor choices that basically messed 
up their dreams for them. That could 
easily be me.”

By working together, these in-
mates developed the sense of com-
munity that characterizes the theater 
troupes that they don’t get a chance 
to be in while in prison.

“It was kind of like their own 
community and a window into what 
could be,” Holaso said.

Through theater, the prison-
ers therapeutically transform them-
selves into someone completely new 
and connect with a lifestyle beyond 
bars.

“You get to experience and sort 
of imagine and pretend these new 
lifestyles that you want to be,” Ho-
laso said. “You can be anyone you 
want to be when you’re acting.”

Meeting Human to Human 

Through Meditation

Sonja Aikens, administrative 
assistant of the Whitman Intercul-
tural Center, practices mindfulness 
in a place where it can be difficult to 
maintain a peaceful state of mind: 
the Walla Walla State Penitentiary.

Eight years ago, an inmate sent 
a letter to the local community Bud-
dhist group, Walla Walla Dhar-
ma Sangha, asking for volunteers 
to meet with the inmate Buddhist 
group. Thus, two groups with differ-
ent lives that share a Buddhistic lens 
in which to view this life, collided.

“We were asking those ques-
tions and looking for answers, and 
so that definitely gave common 
ground,” Aikens said. “Anytime that 
you meet a person as a human being, 
you’re gonna discover a commonali-
ty of things. It could be anyone.”

Since 2009, volunteers from 

Walla Walla Dharma Sangha have 
visited the penitentiary nearly eve-
ry Wednesday morning to meditate 
with five different groups at vari-
ous custody levels, alternating each 
week so that the volunteers visit each 
group twice per month. Currently, 
there are six community group vol-
unteers. Over the years, there have 
been ten Whitman students, mainly 
recruited from the Meditation Club, 
who have accompanied the commu-
nity group.

Jump-started by the five in-
mates who initially sent the letter, the 
meditation group has continued to be 
directed by the inmates. Aikens de-
scribes the group as very non-hierar-
chical.

“Sonja really tries to make it 
be their thing; they have owner-
ship of the experience,” senior Han-
nah Lufkin said. “The volunteers are 
just there so that the prison actually 
allows them to meet, but she really 
wants it to be their own creation and 
guiding what they want.”

Since Aikens believes that eve-
ryone is always a beginner when it 
comes to meditation, the community 

members and inmates are on a level 
playing field.

This sense of ownership is im-
portant to the inmates, as the majori-
ty of their interactions are character-
ized by an imbalance of power.

“To have just a regular conver-
sation with someone who is kind of 
a peer is very unusual circumstance 
for them. They don’t get that,” Aik-
ens said. “From someone coming in 
from outside, to just treat them as a 
normal human being, that is an in-
credibly precious thing to happen. 
They remember us.”

Conversation is integrated in 
their meditation sits, along with Chi-
Gong and Tai-Chi videos, yoga, 
movement exercises and shared 
readings.

These discussions have helped 
shatter stereotypes that media has 
constructed. For Aikens, the arche-
typical scary prisoners turned into 
intelligent, funny guys.

“I remember just seeing them 
... they’re pretty tough-looking and I 
was very worried about how to con-
nect to them,” Aikens said. “That 
was interesting because that particu-
lar group of guys was a phenomenal 
group of guys, and me and the other 
volunteers [meditated] with them for 
probably three years.”

Not only are these guys well-
rounded, but they are also inspiring.

“I just have the utmost respect 
for people in there who can main-
tain a sense of compassion, who can 
maintain their sanity,” Aikens said. 
“A lot of them have such a great sense 
of humor. They are able to maintain 
a sense of who they are even when 
they are in this institution that tries to 
take everything away from you.”

While they do this on their own, 
meditation helps.

“This idea of mindfulness is 
being aware of your emotions, and 
there’s a way that it can really help 

inmates through difficult emotions,” 
Lufkin said. “It was definitely a cop-
ing mechanism.”

While inmates live in a grim, 
institutionalized environment, they 
manage to see the light within them-
selves through meditation.

“Would I really be able to stand 
up to that sort of difficulty? I don’t 
know, I don’t know if I would. I 
might just sit in my cell crying all the 
time,” Aikens said.

“I walk out and I think about 
things like: I can touch grass, I can 
touch a flower, I can look up at the 
sky. I can do all these things that they 
can’t do,” Aikens added. “It made 
me very aware of the preciousness 
of freedom, of being in an environ-
ment that is pleasant and wholesome 
and healthy.”

Aikens mentioned that just as 
we see others like us as intrinsical-
ly good, the inmates are also intrin-
sically good, even if it has been ob-
scured by their situation.

“It has been really validating 
to me about the human spirit. Un-
derneath a lot of very tough exteri-
or, there is a basic goodness in there,” 
Aikens said.

Criminal Justice  

Sophomore Mira Sklada-
ny had several opportunities to en-
gage with inmates, first through her 
Rhetoric and Incarceration class in 
the fall (that she is taking again this 
spring) taught by Heather Hayes in-
side the state penitentiary, and sec-
ond through her Punishment and Re-
sponsibility class taught by Mitch 
Clearfield at Whitman and supple-
mented by a visit to the State Pen and 
Eastern Oregon Correctional Institu-
tion.

Like most, her perception of the 
prisons was heavily formed by pris-
on TV shows. She had never direct-
ly interacted with prisons before go-
ing on an incarceration-based Whit-
man spring break service trip.

“I was comfortable with how 
uncomfortable it was. I was naive, 
but I was aware of that naivety,” 
Skladany said.

In her Rhetoric and Incarcera-
tion class, Skladany has experienced 
a sense of understanding amongst 
her inmate classmates through a 
shared passion for academics and 
social justice, mitigating that initial 
fear.

“[I] am able to have productive 
conversations and humane conversa-
tions,” Skladany said. “I think we’re 
creating a better world in which there 
is more understanding between peo-
ple who have had very different life 
experiences, and I think that is some-
thing that our society could have 
more of.”

In addition to this course, 
Skladany is taking Punishment and 
Responsibility this semester, a phi-
losophy course that meshes very well 
with Rhetoric and Incarceration.

“Philosophy and law are greatly 
intertwined. Our readings of philos-
ophy greatly influence our readings 
of the law,” Skladany said.

First-year Kimberly Taylor 
also signed up for the course, which 
served as an open door to the world 
of criminal justice for her.

“During the first couple weeks 
of class, it was obvious that there are 
so many flaws within the system,” 
Taylor said.

In the course, students read and 
discuss different interpretations and 
views of the criminal justice sys-
tem. The discussions leading up to 
the visits coupled with the visit itself 
changed her views a lot.

“What really stood out to me 
was how different someone’s prison 
experience could be based on which 
prison they go to and what resources 
they are able to use once they inside 
the prison,” Taylor said.

The Eastern Oregon Correction-
al Institution has a creative arts pro-
gram, started in March 2001, that 
gives inmates woodworking and 
cast iron projects. They also pro-
duce “Prison Blues,” an internation-
ally marketed denim clothing line. 
At the State Penitentiary, Taylor no-
ticed furniture building, hydropon-
ics, vermiculture (using worms to de-
compose organic food waste) and the 
making of license plates.

“They were gaining valuable 
skills. There was always an inmate 
who was the lead of the projects and 
teaching other inmates to do it, and 
they were really seeing the benefits 
of their work,” Taylor said.

It is easy to think that all this 
busyness might at least somewhat 
compensate for their lack of free-
dom.

“You think oh wow, this is so 
good, this is really, really helping to 
have a positive outlet for them to use 
their time so they’re not just sitting in 
their cells,” Taylor said. “But they’re 
making such little amounts [of mon-
ey] for the amount of work that 
they’re doing, so that doesn’t sound 
fair at all.”

A lot of activities are monot-
onous. No matter how much effort 
goes into providing activities for 
prisoners, the reality of enclosing hu-
mans behind bars is impossible to 
overcome.

“It doesn’t help to have peo-

ple locked away for a super, super 
long time and not helping society as 
a whole improve,” Taylor said. “If 
you’re deciding to lock people up, 
you are trying to limit them. You’re 
not trying to have them grow as 
much as possible because that’s not 
an environment that you put some-
one in when you want them to grow.”

Skladany emphasized the im-
portance of actually stepping inside 
of these institutions in order to fur-
ther understand them.

“Our society functions in a way 
in which you do not have any im-
pression on what a prisoner is like or 
about what is going on inside a pris-
on unless you’ve been to a prison,” 
Skladany said.

Both Whitman and the State 
Penitentiary occupy space in Walla 
Walla, profoundly affecting the sur-
rounding community. It’s important 
to understand the overlap of impact.

“We are two institutions that 
operate within five miles of each oth-
er, have dramatically impacted the 
community in different ways, have 
facilitated our economy and have im-
pacted our community members,” 
Skladany said. “One of the most tan-
gible ways in which to interact with 
the community is to look towards 
other institutions that are influenc-
ing the community in similar ways. 
We need to be bursting the bubble 
of Whitman College and interacting 
with those ... who have had different 
walks of life.”

“They are able to 
maintain a sense of 
who they are even 
when they are in this 
institution that tries to 
take everything away 
from you.”
Sonja Aikens
Administrative Assistant,               
Whitman Intercultural Center

“We need to be bursting 
the bubble of Whitman 
College and interacting 
with those ... who have 
had different walks of 
life.”
Mira Skladany ‘19 

Photo by Tywen Kelly
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Voices from the Community What is something new you learned today from the Undergraduate conference?
Photos by Tywen Kelly

ANTONIO
THARP 
Sophomore

“I didn’t go to none.”

SAMANTHA
TONG
Sophomore

“I haven’t been to anything.”

EVAN 
ROMASCO-
KELLY
Junior

“I learned that diversity is more about 
equity of opportunity than it is about 
the benefits of interacting with people 
different from you.”

SAM 
REDDY
Senior 

“I went and heard the jazz band at lunch. 
Jake Barokas plays a MEAN jazz guitar.”

It’s becoming warmer and warm-
er on Ankeny field. With this 
(only slightly) warmer weather 

comes a veritable spectacle among 
the various residents of Ankeny; 
shirtless and shoeless Whitman stu-
dents in 59 degree weather. Why do 
some eschew their garments this 
prematurely? I see a performance 
of enjoying the weather enacted in 
these surely slightly-uncomforta-
ble displays of bareness this ear-
ly in spring. That is, casting away 
one’s shoes and t-shirt in favor of 
the chilly sun is an act of affirming 
ideological features central to the 
“unpretentious northwest culture” 
many come to Whitman for.

There is a second feature of this 
phenomenon too, for surely some-
one is already enraged if they have 
even begun this article; ‘I don’t care 
about ideology, I just want to enjoy 
the sun! Why does Alex Pitts hate 
nice things like the glorious spring 
air on my sandal clad feet? What has 
this world done to him to turn such 
simple pleasures of life into exam-

ples of our social constitution? Why 
can’t he just enjoy life and leave this 
alone?’ This rhetorical outcry signi-
fies the obscuring of volition in this 
baring of skin; ideology permeates 
these actors past the point of choice 
in the matter: some must be slightly 
cold when they take their shirt off to 
demonstrate their allegiance to fit-
ness and a respect for the natural.

Surely, some will insist on the 
position of this interlocutor. Maybe 
this strong opinion reaches too far 
and some authentically enjoy long 
boarding shirtless on a 59 degree 
day after their romp around the field 
(at least it was sunny). But, I ignore 
this rarity. For even if a significant 
portion of those who tread into Reid 
without shoes, therein breaking 
covenants and regulations central to 
Reid’s constitution, on these spring 
days do some from a true pleasure 
of the feeling, there are many others 
who just seek affirmation in their 
airy attitudes toward the civil and 
the natural.

I mean, the enjoyment of such 
activities is not of interest to me. 
Rather, those who perform these 
acts in subordination to the “vir-
tue cartel” of Whitman College’s 
outdoor conscious lifestyle are out-
side of the realm of such enjoyment. 
The shoeless seminar participant it-
erates the concept of “Whittie” in 
every moment, and only through 
critique as such may we see the 
through lines of such ideological 
formation.

PEGGY
LI
Opinion Editor

Shirtless in summer

On campus, it is general-
ly accepted as a given that 
‘privilege’ and ‘entitle-

ment’ are definitively bad. Es-
pecially after an event like the 
Power and Privilege Symposium, 
words that, in and of themselves, 
only mean that we are able to af-
fect change or that we have cer-
tain rights now possess a nega-
tive connotation. The other day 
though, in the midst of an argu-
ment, someone directly called me 
out asking “why is entitlement 
bad?” and I was unable to give a 
thought-out answer. My inability 
to respond came in part because I 
had for so long just assumed it as 
fact and in part because the nega-
tive connotation of entitlement is 
so pervasive on campus.

So many of our social justice 
ideas are rooted in the idea that 
privilege is ‘bad,’ that entitle-
ment is ‘bad’ and that inequality 
is ‘bad,’ without clearly explain-
ing why. Rather than actually be-
ing completely and objectively 
‘bad,’ there should be an attitude 
shift on campus in the sense that 
the way these words manifest 
themselves in our society is often 
both unfair and damaging to our 
sense of justice (why fairness is 
important and why justice is nec-
essary is a totally separate article 
and important article). Yet if eve-
ry human being is ‘entitled’ to a 

chance at happiness, that would 
be a positive phenomenon. And 
if the elderly have the ‘privilege’ 
of increased respect in our soci-
ety, that seems only fair (or de-
served), given how long they’ve 
been around. Privilege and enti-
tlement become bad when they 
are given out arbitrarily to the 
detriment of the underprivileged 
who had no choice in the mat-
ter and who suffer as a result of 
their lack. Whitman students as 
a whole need to more fully un-
derstand and defend so many of 
the social justice issues that they 
preach, as well as be able exam-

ine the underlying assumptions 
that we take as truths.

Simply imbibing these words 
with negativity cuts off our own 
critical thinking and develop-
ment on the issues. These beliefs 
we hold dear to our identity must 
be defended in order to really be 
internalized. Yes, privilege and 
entitlement are often ‘bad,’ but 
only in the sense that they touch 
people in our society unfairly to 
the detriment of those unlucky 
souls. And of course there are 
many other, possibly better ex-
planations and reasons why these 
societal issues may be ‘bad,’ but 

the biggest gripe that I have of 
our campus is that many students 
don’t have concrete, thought-out 
explanations for their beliefs, and 
that in our collective social jus-
tice ‘bubble’ of collusion, we are 
unable to call each other out on 
our ignorance. All of which ulti-
mately deprives us of the ‘learn-
ing to think’ moments that a lib-
eral arts education aims to pro-
vide. Call out your friends, don’t 
be afraid to ask ‘why’ when you 
don’t know the answer, and ex-
amine your own beliefs because 
you will be stuck with them for 
the rest of your life.

Calling out entitlementLetter to 
the Editor

During our meeting with the 
Dean, she reviewed other data sets 
that addressed the number of advi-
sees per FTE, course availability and 
class sizes at the 100, 200 and 300 
levels, overall credits generated, av-
erage credits per semester and aver-
age semester credits per faculty FTE 
between 2014-2017. That first cate-
gory didn’t look good for us because, 
again, you’re not going to have as 
many advisees if you don’t have as 
many majors. Our course availabil-
ity numbers told a different story. 
Our classes at the 100 and 200 lev-
el routinely fill up or are close to ca-
pacity, while the 300 level classes fill 
less frequently and are occasionally 
taught with fewer than 10 students. 
As for credits generated, I confess 
that I don’t understand what this cat-
egory even means or how it’s being 
used to determine the future of our 
department.

What these numbers do not 
demonstrate is our department’s 
commitment to the overall mission 
of the college. We are a service de-
partment. Our 100 and 200 level 
courses are consistently full because 
they count for the General Distri-
bution requirement, or are required 
for other majors or programs, or are 
cross-listed with other majors or pro-
grams. Two of my colleagues have 
a 1/5 course allocation to the Race 
and Ethnic Studies Program and 
the Asian and Middle Eastern Stud-
ies Program. Prof. Crockett teach-
es courses cross-listed with German 
Studies and I myself teach a class 
that is required for the Art major. 
The Art major requires its students 
to take three art history courses to 
complete the degree. Recently, I have 
worked with faculty members in the 
Art department to develop an Art-
Environmental Studies major, for 
which I will begin teaching a course 
entitled Art/Environment in spring 
2018. We recognize and embrace 
this service. As a department that de-
fines itself by its interdisciplinarity, 
we would have it no other way.

The data also doesn’t show our 

department’s absolute commitment 
to “inclusion, diversity, equity and 
access.” These are foundational is-
sues in every single course we of-
fer in the department. Let me re-
peat: every AHVCS class that stu-
dents take supports the college’s mis-
sion in this crucial endeavor. No un-
derstanding of the history of art is 
sufficient without understanding the 
gaps, biases, prejudices and omis-
sions of the Western canon and how 
that canon creates a hegemony of 
artistic expression that simultane-
ously devalues and delimits the cul-
tural production of the rest of the 
world. All of our courses emphasize 
this ideological formation, wheth-
er through the study of colonial In-
dia, Renaissance Europe, the Mod-
ern world or contemporary art. We 
are unwavering in our commitment 
to examining issues of race, class 
and gender and how all of these pe-
riods and regions construct their own 
frames of vision that privilege some 
and marginalize others. These are 
qualitative contributions to the cam-
pus climate. They are extremely dif-
ficult to quantify, no matter how 
much we pay an external consulting 
agency to provide us with data.

Lurking behind this wall of 
numbers is, as always, money. Whit-
man has chosen to channel future ex-
penditures towards diversifying the 
student body, a decision that is al-
most universally supported by the 
campus community and one that 
will require a greater percentage of 
the operating budget to be directed 
towards financial aid. At the same 
time, faculty, staff and students have 
been repeatedly told by the admin-
istration that the college is in “good 
shape” financially. We watched (and 
helped) the “Now is the Time” dona-
tion Clocktower fill up to the top and 
then some. We embraced, albeit with 
some skepticism, the multi-million-
dollar plan to build new dorms, din-
ing facilities and outdoor volleyball 
courts. And yet, we are simultane-
ously being told that the current lev-
el of faculty employment is fiscally 
“unsustainable.”

That may well be, but the op-
tics sure don’t look good. There’s no 
money to support the curriculum that 
you, the Trustees, approved over the 
last decade but there is money for a 
massive construction project? If the 
number of faculty truly cannot be 
sustained at current levels into the 
future, why then is this not a top-
ic during our “strategic planning” 
meetings? How can we, the facul-
ty, participate in conversations about 
strategic planning in good faith with 
the Board knowing that the same 
Board may change its mind again in 
two or three years?

I believe that the Board of Trus-
tees is dedicated to ensuring this 
College’s stability. I believe that the 
Board believes it is doing what is 
necessary to provide educational op-
portunities to less privileged com-
munities and students historical-
ly underserved by our institution. 
The view from the classroom pro-
vides a different perspective, howev-
er. By thinning the ranks of Human-
ities courses, this decision imperils 
the very curriculum that will serve 
those communities and students. A 
diverse student body with fewer and 
fewer classes that reflect and engage 
the issues important to such students, 
and to us all, threatens to further im-
poverish their educational experi-
ence and risks reinforcing the very 
structural inequities that marginal-
ize diversity in the first place. To be 
told by the administration at the be-
hest of the Board of Trustees that the 
“metrics” do not merit the renew-
al of our tenure track position in Art 
History and Visual Culture Studies 
is not only infuriating, it is antithet-
ical to the very concept of the liber-
al arts education the College is dedi-
cated to providing. A quantitative ap-
proach to making such decisions that 
does not take into account the quali-
tative contributions of faculty mem-
bers from all departments, not just 
the Humanities, is like saying that 
an opera has too many notes. Even 
Forbes magazine, the Bible of cor-
porate culture, acknowledges that 
“metrics drive mediocrity.”

ALEX
PITTS
Columnist

Illustration by Nate Raphael

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

To The Editor:
I enjoyed The Wire’s recent 

coverage of Echo Chamber. Last 
Sunday afternoon, after reading 
your review, I had the opportuni-
ty to experience the production at 
the Gesa Powerhouse Theatre. The 
show, which when I saw it played 
to a nearly full auditorium of Wal-
la Walla and Whitman communi-
ty members, was moving, provoca-
tive, beautiful and timely in its invi-
tation to the audience to break down 
the walls the we build around our-
selves.

The one additional point I’d 
like to offer that your review did not 
address is that Echo Chamber was 
one of the two winners of this year’s 
Ben Rabinowitz Award, which cel-
ebrates new projects or learning op-
portunities that promote compas-
sion in politics or medicine and en-
rich the campus community (the 
other prize was awarded to the team 
of Neha Naidoo ’17 & Abbey Dias 
’20  to help them create a bilingual 
cookbook that will be distribut-
ed for free at the SOS Health Clin-
ic). Echo Chamber, which uses mu-
sic, dance and dialogue to address 
the dangers of polarization, intoler-
ance and the lack of communication 
that furthers America’s cultural di-
vide, clearly promotes compassion 
by teaching us all how to listen and 
learn from those who see the world 
in a different way than we do. In 
2017, we all need to be reminded–
and encouraged–to do that.

Thank you very much for shar-
ing Echo Chamber with your read-
ers and congratulations to all of the 
students who invested time, energy 
and empathy into creating this opti-
mistic and memorable performance.

Noah Leavitt

from OP-ED, page 1

OP-ED: Art History faculty member
On the decision to cut funding for humanities
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Bob Dylan reluctantly 
swung by the Nobel Prize 
Office during a tour stop 

in Stockholm, Switzerland to 
pick up his Nobel Prize in Lit-
erature over April Fool’s Day 
weekend.  Although many think 
of Dylan as a ‘cool cucumber,’ 
the famous singer-songwriter 
was neither cool nor cucumbery 
in his acceptance of the award.

“He just seemed so agitat-
ed. Like he was a mouse caught 
in a trap. I was worried he would 
lash out at any time,” Swed-
ish Ambassador Hans Fish said.

The ambassador also re-
marked on the wild look in Dy-
lan’s eyes and dramatical-
ly revealed a large swathe of 
flesh missing from his left leg.

“It was like nothing I’ve 
ever seen. Dylan, down on all 
fours, screaming about the prize 
and then attacking me. I have 
never been more scared in my 
life,” the ambassador continued.

Dylan regained some sense 
of composure for the actu-
al awarding of the Nobel Prize, 
calmly looking into the awarding 
committee member’s eyes and 
spitting on her, landing a gob of 
saliva directly between her eyes.

“That was stressful,” the ev-
er-eloquent Miranda Nobel–great 
granddaughter of the original 
founder of the Nobel Prize–said.

When pressed for more infor-
mation, Nobel added nothing else.

Dylan, still at large in Swit-
zerland, told The Wire in an 
email that he was “so won-
derfully delighted, that [he 
felt he was] walking on air!”

by ANTHONY REALE
Kerr’s nose ring polisher 

Cartoon by Mickey Shin

Venmo, the popular app 
that lets people transfer 
money to others for quick 

and easy payments, has recent-
ly landed itself in some hot wa-
ter. After being investigated for 
involvement in black market ex-
changes, the FBI found that the 
app was indeed guilty. Among 
the selling of sea cucumbers and 
baby formula, Venmo was dis-
covered to have a secret section 
devoted to the purchasing of hu-
man organs.

Most Whitman students use 
Venmo to pay as little as possible 
for philanthropy events to avoid 
the full price at the door, as well 
as for buying guest swipes off of 
innocent first-years. They were 
shocked to hear the news.

“I can’t believe people 
are buying organs off of Ven-
mo,” junior Talia Hart said as 
she rubbed her midsection. “I 
only use it when I’m out of cash 
or when I need to stock up on 
some human hair for my art pro-
jects, so this comes as a complete 
shock to me.”

Perhaps the oddest aspect 
of the scandal has to do with the 
method of organ delivery. Simi-
lar to the beginning of the mov-
ie “Dumbo,” storks traversed the 
United States and delivered the 
desired organs to the recipients’ 
houses. The organs were indi-
vidually wrapped in cloth hand-
kerchiefs and personalized with 
notes from their donors. This, 
however, did not impress the FBI 
enough to absolve Venmo of its 
crime.    

In response to Venmo’s ille-
gal activity, the FBI has placed 
the app on probation until it lit-
erally “cleans itself up.” Venmo’s 
headquarters, located in Wealthy, 
Texas, is currently enveloped in 
a black-and-blue fumigation tent. 
Employees linked to the crime 
were forced to pay for both emo-
tional and physical traumas via 
Spendmo, Venmo’s primary rival 
app, as punishment.

by REBECCA GLUCK
Poodle Dyer

Illustration by Taylor Penner-Ash
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Whitman vampires speak out

For many first and second-
year vampires, living on the 
Whitman College campus is 

no easy feat. To begin with, most 
dorm rooms are not appropriately 
furnished with adult-sized coffins 
(a few rooms in North Hall being 
the exception). Moreover, some 
vampires who have been alive for 
many centuries often have trouble 
fitting in and understanding how 
to watch one whip and nae nae.

The two most challenging 
problems, however, seem to be 
Whitman’s lack of sufficient sun 
protection and the abundance of 
garlic in dining hall foods. One 
first-year vampire, Eduardo Cule-
ño, claims that he disintegrates 
into a pile of ash at least four 
times a day during his walks to 
and from class. According to him, 
the college should be distribut-
ing SPF 100 sunscreen to all res-

idence hall bathrooms, next to the 
condom jars.

Another vampire, Eleanor 
Frances IV, says that the smell of 
garlic in Jewett Hall is unbeara-
ble.

“When I walk briskly yet 
mysteriously into the dining hall 
with my obnoxiously-long cape 
flowing behind me, the last thing 
I want to feel is the horrible sting-
ing of garlic in my lungs. And 
there’s this girl I always see who 
wears a My Chemical Romance 
shirt and who hisses at people that 
walk by her. She’s trying to con-
vince people that she’s a vampire, 
but I can smell the garlic on her 
from a mile away. Not only is she 
disrespecting us, but she serious-
ly smells like ass. It’s like she ate 
a pound of garlic, threw it up and 
then ate it again.”

Though the stakes are high-
er than ever before, Whitman Col-
lege’s Administration has yet to 
comment on the matter.

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Pokemon Trainer

BOB DYLAN 
RELUCTANTLY 

ACCEPTS NOBEL 
PRIZE

US BLOCKS UN’S NO NUKES VOTE 
BY BRINGING NUKE ALONG

The United Nations’ meeting 
in March about banning nu-
clear weapons grew heat-

ed as the United States refused 
to get rid of its nuclear weap-
ons. Switzerland kept urging the 
United States to be reasonable 
and to calm down, but tensions 
were brought even higher when 

Greece knocked over Germany’s 
glass of water and Argentina “ac-
cidentally” elbowed Chile in the 
face. However, all of the fun she-
nanigans were brought to a halt 
when the several nuclear weapons 
spilled out of U.S. pockets. The 
assembled countries fell silent. 
Ethiopia stopped putting gum in 
Jordan’s hair.
 “Whoops,” said the Unit-
ed States. “I must have forgotten 

to empty out my pockets before 
coming.”
 “Did you bring enough 
for the whole class?” Denmark 
asked sarcastically from the back. 
“Yeah, that’s the general idea,” 
said the United States, rolling its 
eyes and stuffing its nukes into 
its pockets. “I’ve got enough for 
everybody,” it added ominous-
ly. The United States went on to 
ask the countries that if nuclear 

weapons were banned, then what 
would it do with all of its nukes? 
“You know, you can’t donate these 
things to Goodwill.”
 The United States also 
pointed out that if nuclear weap-
ons were banned from the UN, 
only those outside the UN could 
have them. “Who really trusts 
Vatican City to have that kind of 
exclusive power?” asked the Unit-
ed States, pounding the table with 

its fist to make a point. There 
were murmurs of agreement, and 
Italy pointed out that Pope Francis 
still owed the it money from Beer 
Night last Tuesday. “Untrustwor-
thy man,” it added, sniffing.
 At the end of the meet-
ing, the general consensus was for 
everybody to increase the amount 
of nuclear weapons so that they 
can all feel safe from each other 
and from the Vatican.

by CLARA WHEELER
Assistant Chair
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