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Myra Road separates Walla 
Walla from the city of Col-
lege Place; it also separates 

Whitman College from Walla Wal-
la University. The two institutions 
exist in parallel universes with lit-
tle crossover.

I had the chance to visit Walla 
Walla University last Wednesday, 
April 12. I drank Ginger Chai Tea 
with the Assistant Editor of “The 
Collegian,” Abby Wissnick, at the 
Atlas Cafe. We chatted about reli-
gion, party culture and politics.

Life on the two campuses has 
been especially divergent since No-
vember 8. The election of President 
Donald J. Trump was a polarizing 
issue on Ankeny and at Sittner, but 
for different reasons.

Whitman students have–for 
the most part–reacted with dismay. 
Protests have been commonplace, 
both after the initial election results 
and then regaining momentum in 
the wake of Trump’s inauguration. 
“The Collegian” staff didn’t believe 

me when I told them that a flag had 
been burned in anger on campus.

This has not been the case at 
WWU.

“It’s a lot less public, I think,” 
Abby said, referring to protests 
since the election. “The administra-
tion, or people who back the school, 
they might feel differently than my 
friends and I. There aren’t really a 
whole lot of public protests any-
where. It’s usually more of an indi-
vidual event.”

This difference reflects an ide-
ological divide between the two 
schools. Whitman is predominant-
ly liberal. I don’t want to paint with 
too broad a brush, but most of cam-
pus seems to have been grieving 

since January 20.
Wissnick explained to me that 

is has been more complicated on 
the other side of Myra, both for the 
campus as a whole and for her spe-
cifically.

“That was my birthday, so I 
might have had a separate expe-
rience.” Abby turned 23 the night 
Donald Trump was elected Presi-
dent of the United States.

“The night was mostly spent 
eating the least celebratory birthday 
cake ever on the floor of my room 
while listening to NPR,” Abby con-
tinued.

But the next day, there was no 
mass student action. Walla Wal-
la University is by no means over-
whelmingly conservative, but it is 
more of a mix. “You can walk into 
a classroom and have no idea about 
someone’s political views,” Abby 
said.

The political homogeneity of 
Whitman’s student body is dis-
cussed ad nauseam. People speak 
in hushed tones about the infamous 
“Whitman bubble,” they bemoan 
the lack of ideological diversity in 

classrooms and in conversations.
For Abby, this is not unique to 

the Blues. “Even here it’s easy to 
stay in your bubble, people tend to 
flock to their own belief system and 
political beliefs ... I think it can be 
tiring to hang out with people that 
have very different political beliefs 
than you.”

I grew up a devout agnostic. I 
have been to church once in my life, 
I was 18 and I went on what can 
only be described as a lark. It was 
fine, but it didn’t really do anything 
for me. I can count the number of 
Republicans that I know on my fin-
gers.

And yet, I found a lot more in 
common with the students at Wal-
la Walla University than you might 
think. Hanging out in the News-
room, arguing over layout, gorg-
ing myself on Animal Crackers, it 
felt like The Wire. In this age of di-
vision, at a time when the country, 
and even the 509, seems more sep-
arated than ever before, maybe we 
can take solace in the fact that the 
split on Myra road isn’t as big as we 
might imagine.

by CHRIS HANKIN
The Wire’s News Editor

“Even here it’s easy to 
stay in your bubble, 
people tend to flock 
to their own belief 
system.”
Abby Wissnick
Assistant Editor, The Collegian

THE OTHER 
SIDE OFMYRA 

ROAD

A DAY WITH WWU

Strolling around the Whit-
man campus with esteemed 
Editor-in-Chief Mitchell 

Smith was an enlightening and, 
to be honest, envy-inspiring ex-
perience. The grounds are well-
laid-out and pretty, with plen-
ty of open spaces for a friend-
ly game of frisbee or beach vol-
leyball between classes. But it is 
the buildings where Whitman tru-
ly shines. A simple glance at the 
climbing gym makes it clear that 
even in the less serious things (af-
ter all, rock climbing isn’t exact-
ly an academic pursuit), Whitman 
provides its students with the best. 
Clearly, the campus is run with a 
no-expenses-barred attitude that 
makes lesser-endowed institu-
tions like WWU look a bit poor by 
comparison.

Since my time on campus was 
limited, I didn’t have the time to 
interact much with many Whit-
man students. However, just from 
hanging out in the newsroom and 
talking with Mitchell and Marra, 
I gathered that Whitman students 
approach life with a vitality and 
fun-loving attitude common to 
most college students. The school 
and its students wrestle with chal-
lenges of their own, but take them 
in stride. In that regard, despite 
our widely different campus back-
grounds, we are not so different 
after all.

While we were on the Whit-
man campus, we got asked a few 
questions about life at Walla Wal-
la. Here we endeavor to satisfy 
your curiosity.

How religious is your Cam-
pus?

Walla Walla University could 
be fairly described as a “very reli-
gious” campus. There are certain 
policies on campus that could be 
said to “enforce” religiosity, such 
as the requirement to complete a 
certain number of worship cred-
its. However, it is important to re-
alize that a large portion of stu-
dents choose to attend WWU spe-
cifically because of its religious 
environment, and these policies 
are put in place to protect the re-
ligious environment the universi-
ty promises. 

There is a lively debate on 
campus as to whether worship 
credits should be required. But, 
the main complaint is often that 
worship does not appear to be gen-
uine when it is required.  People 
willingly choose to attend a uni-
versity across the country from 
their homes in order to receive a 
faith-centered education. This 
can be seen in a thriving Campus 
Ministries Department that hosts 
various events such as weekly Fri-
day night worships called Ves-
pers. It should be noted that Ves-
pers is attended by a large por-
tion of the student body, whether 
or not they need the worship cred-
its. The University is proud of its 
involvement in mission work, and 
yearly sends as many as ninety 
students who choose to work as 
student missionaries for a full ac-
ademic year. They usually work 
in schools or orphanages and to a 
lesser extent, in hospitals. 

  There is a lively debate 
on [the WWU] campus 
as to whether worship 
credits should be 
required. 

by YSABELA RAMIREZ AND 
MICHAEL JENSEN
WWU Staff Reporters

We aren’t 
that 

different 
after all

So you are probably wonder-
ing who the strange peo-
ple are that live across town. 

Well never fear! I am here to pro-
vide you with some basic informa-
tion about Walla Walla Universi-
ty. First off, we are not a cult. We 
are fairly normal people and go 
through some of the same things 
you go through. I am not attempt-
ing to force you to think the way I 

do. I’m simply sharing a little about 
what it’s like to believe in the bib-
lical God.

One of my friends is current-
ly defining her religion. I am a the-
ology student, so naturally, I am 
one of the people she talked to. She 
told me that she didn’t understand 
why God didn’t fix the hurt in the 
world. I think that is a question 
that most people struggle with and 

something that often leads to the 
rejection of God, as it did with my 
younger brother. The thing is, love 
can’t be forced, and “God is love” 
so therefore, God couldn’t force 
people to do anything, and in or-
der for pain to be gone, some peo-
ple would have to be forced. Basi-
cally, pain exists because God will 
not force people to be good. 

see RELIGION, page 4

LIGHT
by VIXIE BAILEY

WWU Staff Reportersee DIFFERENCES, page 5

Being familiar with the other colleges in Walla Walla helps Whitman students better understand our place in this community. That’s why this week The 

Wire is swapping content with “The Collegian,” Walla Walla University’s newspaper. Instead of the six sections usually found in The Wire, “The Collegian” 

staff regularly puts together content for 15 sections, including fashion, food, religion and science. As you read through the paper, notice how the colleges 

are similar. How they are different. How we both call Walla Walla “home.” Enjoy this special issue, and head to whitmanwire.com for our regular content. 

Welcome to WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY

 Photo by Josh McKinney
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NEWS 

The Student Association of Wal-
la Walla University Global Ser-
vice is currently raising mon-

ey for Congolese refugees in Rwanda.
Hope in the Hills is giving hope 

and providing education for students 
currently in refugee camps to be able 
to go and complete four years of high 
school. These children ran for their 
lives and left everything they knew 
in Congo. Most of them are now left 
alone, without family or anyone to 
care for them. The school in the refu-
gee camp only goes to 8th grade–in or-
der for them to complete their educa-
tion they must go to boarding school.

$620 can provide education 
for one student for a year. This in-
cludes uniforms, school supplies, 
transportation, meals and anything 
they would need for the year. We 
are raising enough money for each 
student to complete four years of 
high school. ASWWU Global Ser-
vice strives to provide education for 
over 120 students, a total of $75,000.

There are many ways for 
you to get involved in this pro-
ject. There will be an art auction at 
The Atlas April 28, at 1 p.m., high-
lighting WWU student talent.

Hope in the Hills t-shirts 
are available for purchase at The 
Atlas during business hours.

ASWWU Global Service’s an-
nual international food fair will be 
May 7, from 1-6 p.m., highlight-
ing food from places all over the 
world. Money raised from this 
event will also help the project. 

WEEK IN FORECAST

by LAUREN EPPERSON
WWU Staff Reporter

THURSDAY
APRIL 20

FRIDAY
APRIL 21

SUNDAY
APRIL 23

MONDAY
APRIL 24

TUESDAY
APRIL 25

COMING UP

Adventist Church 
acknowledges transgenderism

Tim Wise to speak at 
Walla Walla University

Anti-racism activist, Tim 
Wise, will speak at Walla 
Walla University on April 

25 at 6 p.m. in Village Hall. His lec-
ture, “White LIES Matter: Race, 
Crime and the Politics of Fear in 
America,” will discuss contempo-
rary race relations and how to pro-
gress racial justice. Wise is national-
ly recognized for his book and doc-
umentary, “White Like Me,” as well 
as for a long career focused on chal-
lenging racism and other forms of 
inequality. He has spoken at more 

than 1,000 college and high school 
campuses and has made numerous 
appearances on both radio and tel-
evision news programs, including 
CNN, NPR and MSNBC. His essays 
have been featured in Salon, Huff-
ington Post, The Root and Com-
mentator, among others. The Root 
named Wise one of the “Eight Wok-
est White People We Know.” Most 
recently, he was included in a vid-
eo exhibition, together with Pres-
ident Obama, at the newly opened 
National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture in Wash-
ington, D.C. The event on April 
25 is free and open to the public.  

by EMILY TILLOTSON
WWU Staff Reporter

by KYLER ALVORD
WWU Staff Reporter

The executive commit-
tee of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church voted to ac-

cept a statement on transgender-
ism during a meeting in Silver 
Springs, Maryland, on April 11.

The Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church has a history of con-
servatism toward social issues, and 
while some argue that any acknowl-
edgement of the LGBTQ commu-
nity is progress, others believe that 
the statement missed the mark.

A portion of the statement 
reads: “While the struggles and 
challenges of those identifying as 
transgender people have some ele-
ments in common with the strug-
gles of all human beings, we recog-
nize the uniqueness of their situation 
and the limitation of our knowledge 
in specific instances. Yet, we believe 
that Scripture provides principles for 
guidance and counsel to transgender 
people and the Church, transcend-
ing human conventions and cul-
ture.” Following this paragraph is a 
scientific definition of what they ti-
tled “the transgender phenome-
non” and a list of biblical passag-
es that appear relevant to the topic. 

Brielle Tym, senior French 
and English major at Walla Wal-
la University, appreciates the 
church’s willingness to recog-
nize the trans community, howev-
er she sees flaws in their approach. 

“The church acknowledging it 
shows that they’re not just stick-
ing their heads in the sand and hop-
ing it will pass like some so-called 
phase,” Tym said. “[But] I think 
most of the verses they were refer-
encing were wrenched out of their 
original context, and many of the 
conclusions from those verses seem 
like a rather large leap to make.”

One claim states that, “Accord-
ing to Scripture, our gender identity, 

as designed by God, is determined 
by our biological sex at birth (Gen 
1:27; 5:1–2; Ps 139:13–14; Mark 
10:6).” Another states, “Alterna-
tive sexual lifestyles are sinful dis-
tortions of God’s good gift of sexu-
ality (Rom 1:21–28; 1 Cor 6:9–10).”

Despite the cited sources, many 
progressive Adventists aren’t con-
vinced that they apply to trans peo-
ple in today’s society. “The Ad-
ventist Church was founded on the 
principle of ‘present truth’—a be-
lief that God is continually reveal-
ing new things,” Tym said. “This 
means we don’t have to accept pre-
vious interpretations of the Bible at 

face value, but rather can pray and 
ask for guidance, for new interpre-
tations and new revelations that 
will help us navigate the modern 
world with all our newly discovered 
facts about the nature of reality.” 

Regardless of people’s var-
ying opinions on LGBTQ is-
sues, the church stands by its mis-
sion to love everyone. One sec-
tion of the statement discourages 
church members from judging oth-
ers and invites “all people” to at-
tend the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Right after, though, it clar-
ifies that one can only enjoy mem-
bership if they “embrace the mes-
sage, mission and values of the 
Church,” implying that one cannot 
be a member of both the trans com-
munity and the church community.

With division between tradi-
tionalists and progressivists, the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church has 
found itself between a rock and a 
hard place. This statement begins a 
new chapter for the church, but mil-
lennials have made it clear that Ad-
ventist leaders still have work to do. 
“The stances the church takes on 
LGBTQ issues has a real-life im-
pact for so many people,” Tym said. 
“It influences how church members 
act around these people, and just be-
cause the statement encouraged that 
trans people be treated with love and 
respect does not mean that [they] 
won’t still feel the pain of being 
judged for something they can’t con-
trol: being born in the wrong body.”

Photo by Emily Tillotson.

  Regardless of people’s 
varying opinions on 
LGBTQ issues, the 
church stands by 
its mission to love 
everyone.
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ADVENTIST COLLEGES ABROAD

by JORDAN BROOKS
WWU Staff Reporter

The International Community

Among Seventh-day Ad-
ventist universities, of 
which there are over a 

dozen in North America, Wal-
la Walla University is known for 
more than just its matchmaking 
abilities. (Seriously, Adventists 
call us “Western Wedding Uni-
versity.” Happy single people 
are an endangered species.) Be-
sides weddings, WWU has tra-
ditionally placed a strong em-
phasis on gaining global expe-
rience, whether it be learning a 
new language or serving abroad.

In 1968, Adventist schools 
across North America signed a 
consortium agreement, which led 
to the birth of Adventist Colleges 
Abroad. The program has grown 
rapidly over the past few decades, 
and there are now 11 schools on 3 
continents offering 8 languages. 
Many of the schools are in tra-
ditional study-abroad locations, 
such as France and Spain; how-
ever, there are a few more unique 
locations such as Israel and Leb-
anon. Students can choose to 
study for a summer, a quarter 
(or semester, depending on the 
school) or they may go for the full 
year, which is a requirement for 
all French and Spanish majors. 
Since 1980, approximately 1,200 
WWU students have participat-
ed in the ACA program–more 
than any other Adventist univer-

sity.  WWU also has a consorti-
um agreement with Middlebury 
College, granting WWU full ac-
cess to the college’s study abroad 
programs, including Oxford. 
WWU’s honors program has a 
strong relationship with Oxford 

and has sent many students to the 
UK over the past two decades.

Another major global focus 
for Walla Walla University is 
service. Student missions is the 
largest program on campus; since 
1959, WWU has sent out over 

3,000 missionaries, also more 
than any other Adventist univer-
sity. Most of this work is affili-
ated with the Adventist church 
where students will take on var-
ious positions (often as teachers) 
in areas around the globe where 

there is a self-identified need 
from schools, mission posts or 
development organizations. To be 
a student missionary is essential-
ly the Adventist version of a Gap 
Year where the campus’s job is to 
provide support, connections and 
to help with fundraising. There 
are also other active service 
groups on campus, such as Engi-
neers Without Borders, which is 
not religiously affiliated and pro-
vides opportunities for students 
who do not identify as Adventist.

Walla Walla University 
strongly encourages all students 
to spend some time abroad and 
gain international experience. 
Since every year such a large 
group of students do not live on 
the main campus, the University 
has made an effort to ensure stu-
dents’ voices are still heard even 
if they are on a different conti-
nent. ACA (Adventist Colleges 
Abroad) students and SMs (stu-
dent missionaries) have an elect-
ed senator to represent them; stu-
dents on campus are encour-
aged to send notes and pack-
ages to students while they are 
abroad, copies of the The Colle-
gian are set aside and mailed out 
and a weekly column is dedicat-
ed to student submissions and 
opinions about being abroad. So 
when you think of Walla Wal-
la University, think bigger than 
the Walla Walla campus–our stu-
dents are spread across the globe.

by STEPHANIE SEPTEMBRE
WWU Staff Reporter

Photo by Blair Roessel.

The history of science is of-
ten taught as being mar-
ried to Western history. 

When learning of the great fore-
fathers of the scientific tradi-
tion, Galileo, Newton and Ein-
stein are quickly remembered, 
but what about Muḥammad ibn 
Mūsā al-Khwārizmī, Ibn al-Hay-
tham and Ibn al-Nafis? None of 
these names are familiar, yet 
each contributed immensely to 
the body of knowledge and meth-
odology that is now referred to 
as science. The Dark Ages of 
Medieval times only aptly de-
scribe the progress of knowl-
edge in the Christian West, be-
cause during this time Islam was 
in the midst of its Golden Age.

The Islamic Golden Age took 
place from approximately the 8th 
century to the 13th century. Dur-
ing this time, various Islamic Ca-
liphates iteratively ruled the Is-
lamic world, but each maintained 
a search for new information and 
housed an infrastructure to pre-
serve knowledge in econom-
ics, science, art and other cultur-
al works. Arguably the most im-
portant motivation for the pur-
suit of knowledge and under-

standing about the natural world 
during this time was the Qur’an. 
The Qur’an repetitively calls 
Muslims to observe and study 
natural phenomenon, which 
is a command they acted on.

The House of Wisdom is per-
haps the crown jewel of Islamic 
science, and it has had positive 
ripples throughout world histo-
ry ever since its foundation. Built 
in Baghdad around 800 A.D., the 
House of Wisdom was the in-
tellectual center of the Islamic 
Golden Age. Remarkably, it was 
a cross-cultural center in which 
Muslims, Jews and Christians 
all gathered to translate the great 
works of antiquity into Arabic. 
By the ninth century, the House 
of Wisdom was thought to hold 
the largest writing collection in 

the world. Without this collab-
oration of cultures to preserve 
the knowledge of old, much of it 
would have been lost forever. In 
addition to preserving knowledge 
from the past, the House of Wis-
dom and other intellectual cent-
ers during the Islamic Golden 
Age also contributed heavily to 
mathematics, medicine, astrono-
my, physical sciences and more.

Muḥammad ibn Mūsā al-
Khwārizmī (mentioned above) 
was a mathematician at the 
House of Wisdom and is remem-
bered as one of the fathers of al-
gebra. Beyond developing so-
lutions for linear and quadratic 
equations, his studies of the Indi-
an number system and their deci-
mal positions eventually brought 
them to the Western world, and 
we still use them today. Also, a 
plethora of other mathematicians 
working together are credited 
with developing the law of sines.

In addition to contribut-
ing some foundational ideas of 
mathematics, Islam also contrib-
uted to medicine. Building off 
the work of Galen, Ibn al-Nafis 
was the first to correctly contra-
dict Galen in stating that blood 
did not pass freely between ven-
tricles, but rather first trave-
led through the lungs. Anoth-

er anatomist, Muhammad ibn 
Zakariyyā al-Rāzī, contribut-
ed to medicine by accurately and 
systematically defining the loca-
tion and action of nerves com-
ing off the spinal cord and brain.

Fundamental to all areas of 
science is its methodology which 
includes proper experimentation 
technique. Beyond contributing 
to principles of optics, astrono-
my, and mathematics, Ibn al-Hay-
tham is perhaps most importantly 
known for his contribution to sci-
ence methodology, which includ-
ed perfecting how to experiment. 
The first to test in controlled en-
vironments with singular chang-
es in conditions, Ibn al-Hay-
tham demonstrated the weight of 
proper methods with his success 
in defining optics from a phys-
ics and mathematical standpoint.

Without the contributions 
of Muḥammad ibn Mūsā al-
Khwārizmī, Ibn al-Haytham, Ibn 
al-Nafis and other Muslim sci-
entists, the history of science 
would have taken a much differ-
ent path. Perhaps even a path that 
would not have included Galileo, 
Newton or Einstein. The Islam-
ic Golden Age preserved, trans-
lated and contributed knowl-
edge that would have been lost 
to their Dark-Age neighbors.

Snapshot of Science History: 
The Importance of Islam

SCIENCE

  Arguably the most 
important motivation 
for the puruit of 
knowledge and 
understanding about 
the natural world 
during this time was 
the Qur’an.

Photo by Tommy Moen.
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Food, Fashion and Culture

Many Adventists would 
agree that the most ste-
reotypical Seventh-day 

Adventist food is the haystack, 
which roughly resembles a taco 
salad, but has many different in-
terpretations. In my family, a 
haystack consisted of a base layer 
of corn chips (Fritos), chili (made 
vegetarian, because the good 
Lord told us to), cheese sprinkled 
on top, various chopped veggies 
(onions, tomatoes, olives, pep-
pers, lettuce, avocado, etc.), sal-
sa, sour cream and guacamole. 
Though each person makes their 
haystack differently, there are a 
few important things that can be 
learned from this humble dish.

1. Be Inclusive 
The Adventist church re-

cently took a major step back-
ward when it approved a state-
ment on “transgenderism” that 
ignores the experiences of trans 
individuals and disregards their 
needs in favor of “biblical prin-
ciples” on gender. Unfortunate-
ly, the statement continued an al-
ready long history of LGBT al-
ienation from the SDA church.

 The haystack, on the 
other hand, is an inclusive en-
deavor. There is no set recipe or 
method to creating the haystack, 
and it is designed to include a 
whole array of ingredients. When 
the ingredients are mixed togeth-
er, they create a food dish that 
is even more delicious than if 
you only enjoyed each ingredi-

ent on its own. Excluding an in-
gredient from the haystack, or 
excluding a demographic from 
the church, will only weaken 
your entrée and make your con-
gregation increasingly bland.

2. Be Adaptable
Seventh-day Adventism is a 

global religion, and appropriate-
ly the haystack is a global food. 
It can easily be adapted to what-
ever foods are more common in 
a region. While chips and beans 
may be more popular in the US, 
other regions may opt for a rice 
and beans based combination. 
The analogy is simple: the hay-
stack adapts to whatever is avail-
able and accessible. The recent 
rules created by the General Con-
ference of Seventh-day Advent-

ists that limit women’s ordina-
tion and LGBT church mem-
bership shows an intense inter-
est on the part of a small group 
of individuals in controlling the 
lives of a much larger group of 
people. While the General Con-
ference says “abide by our rules 
and we’ll let you in,” the hay-
stack says “show me what you 
got and we’ll make the best of it.”      

It’s a simple metaphor that 
may seem funny, but the princi-
ples should not be hastily ignored. 
The SDA church has the opportu-
nity of deciding whether it is go-
ing to be an organization of inclu-
sivity and support or of exclusiv-
ity and degradation. Unfortunate-
ly, it appears church leadership is 
currently more interested in shut-
ting doors than opening them. 

by MASON NEIL
WWU Staff Reporter

“The True Cost” (2015) is 
a documentary direct-
ed by Andrew Morgan. 

It’s available Netflix for easy-
access viewing. The descrip-
tion of the movie reads, “This is 
a story about clothing. It’s about 
the clothes we wear, the peo-
ple who make them and the im-
pact the industry is having on 
our world. The price of cloth-
ing has been decreasing for dec-
ades, while the human and en-
vironmental costs have grown 
dramatically. ‘The True Cost’ is 
a groundbreaking documenta-
ry film that pulls back the cur-
tain on the untold story and 
asks us to consider, who really 
pays the price for our clothing?”

In one of the opening shots of 
the film, the director presents his 
early view of clothing: “Growing 
up, I never gave much thought to 
anything other than the price of 
the clothes that I bought, usual-
ly making choices based on the 
style or a good deal.” This repre-
sents an opinion I shared up until 
recently. I never really thought 
about how clothes were being 
made, or how the people making 
them were being treated. This 
film explores the links between 
consumer pressure for low-cost 
high fashion and the meager ex-
istences of the sweatshop work-
ers who produce those goods.

Because of the demand for 
lower prices in order to be com-
petitive with other fast fash-
ion stores, companies put pres-
sure on third-world production to 
cut costs, pushing them to slash 
working wages for their work-
ers. The pursuit of a “cheap price 
and good profit” comes at the 
price of many factory workers, 
illustrated through the building 
collapse in Rana Plaza, Bang-
ladesh, and other clothing fac-
tory disasters. The director ex-
plains the difficulties of inter-
viewing people in the indus-
try about these failures. “Eve-
rywhere I looked I found peo-
ple who were justifying the cost 
because of the economic bene-
fits being generated ... Low wag-
es, unsafe conditions and factory 
disasters are all excused because 
of the needed jobs they create 
for those with no alternatives.”

A clip of Stephen Colbert 
in character as the host of “The 
Colbert Report” in 2013 perfect-
ly illustrates what the director 
feels is the main problem with 
how we as first-world individ-
uals think about the manufac-
turing of clothing today: “The 
global marketplace is someplace 
where we export work to have 
happen in whatever conditions 
we want, and then the products 
come back to me cheap enough 
to throw about without think-
ing about it.” We tend to avoid 
thinking about where or how 

our clothing is made as long as 
it looks good and doesn’t cost 
much. Why should we care? This 
mindset is extremely detrimen-
tal when, according to the film, 
about 97 percent of clothing pro-
duction is outsourced to devel-
oping countries where compa-
nies can source cheap materi-
als while avoiding all accounta-
bility for the growing cost to hu-
man health and the environment.

I highly recommend giving 
“The True Cost” a view. While 
it can be difficult to think about 
potentially passing on cheap 
clothing items, it’s the mind-
fulness of the effects fast fash-
ion production has on the people 
and environment that springs to 
the forefront of my mind when 
shopping after watching this 
documentary. Remember that 
you don’t have to buy into it. I, 
for one, will pay a little more 
to make sure that what I’m buy-
ing doesn’t contribute to the cy-
cle that keeps people in poverty 
and damages our environment.

by ANGELICA CHAN
WWU Staff Reporter

Before I went overseas on my 
own, I had a lot of misconcep-
tions about traveling by my-

self. I didn’t think it was worth it be-
cause I would probably feel lone-
ly, not make friends and it would be 
dangerous. But two years ago, I de-
cided to put my doubts and fears 
aside, and booked my first trip alone, 
to Turkey. People thought it was cra-
zy and my mom told me to cancel 
the trip, but the damage was already 
done. It wasn’t like I blindly chose 
a destination though, I checked the 
facts, and Istanbul seemed like a per-
fect destination to me. So despite 
being afraid, I went and found out 
that my assumptions were wrong.

 
1.  It is dangerous to travel 

alone, especially as a woman. 
First of all, in most situations 

you can stay away from danger by 
trusting your intuitions. For exam-
ple, you wouldn’t walk alone after 
sundown in a foreign country. Even 
though some countries may be more 
dangerous than others, danger can 
appear anywhere. It is important to 
be aware of some basic safety guide-
lines. You can do research on the less 
safe neighborhoods and be less flashy 
with expensive personal belongings. 
Along with that, whether you agree 
or not with the culture, it is ultimate-
ly important to show respect by fol-
lowing their modesty requirements. 
Be as prepared as possible. In most 
Muslim countries, covering up and 
using loose clothing is seen as sign 
of respect. Blending in can play a sig-
nificant role when it comes to safety.

2.  You’ll often feel lonely 
when you travel by yourself. 

This used to be my biggest 
fear. I am used to having fami-
ly and friends surrounded all the 
time. Upon arrival, I have to admit 
I a was a bit scared of being a loner, 
and questioned my ability to make 
new friends. But luckily, I found that 
most people who travel are friendly, 
and most people were on the same 
boat–they were also traveling solo–
so it became easier to start a con-
versation and make new friends.

3.  It’s boring to travel on 
your own. 

The truth is that you meet new 
people everyday while traveling. 
I wish I knew back then I actually 
enjoyed seeing new places by my-
self. I had the freedom to do what-
ever I wanted whenever I want-
ed. It is nearly impossible to get 
bored because unlike life at home, 
there is no routine on the road.

 It’s normal to experience cold 
feet. But you don’t necessarily have 
to book a solo trip to Iran. The place 
you choose is up to you, it can be as 
simple as a weekend getaway to Port-
land, or to a country where you can 
speak the language. Start with baby 
steps. I highly recommend build-
ing up the distance of trips, expe-
rience is the teacher of all things. 

by DARLING SU
WWU Staff Reporter

The taco salad, or “haystack,” is a common food eaten by Seventh-day Adventists. The Haystack can serve as a metaphor for the potential of the SDA church to become 
more inclusive and diverse.  Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

“The future is on sale” is the tagline of “The True Cost.” The documentary exposes 
the driving forces behind decreasing fashion prices. It premiered in 2015 at the 
Cannes Film Festival. Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Lessons to be learned 
from the haystack

Myths 
of solo 
female 
travel

THE TRUE COST (of fashion)

“Everywhere I looked 
I found people who 
were justifying the 
cost because of the 
economic benefits 
being generated.”
Andrew Morgan
Director, The True Cost
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We Aren’t That 
Different After All

by YSABELA RAMIREZ &
 MICHAEL JENSEN 

WWU Staff Reporters

Cafeteria food is pretty good at WWU. It’s too expensive to justify 
visiting for a meal, but isn’t bad for a cafeteria.

-Micah Hall, senior communications major
Not great, but we are vegetarian.

-Ivory Vogt, senior international communications major

What food?
-Brandan Patchett, senior business major

I think a majority of WWU students live in a bubble ... when you are 
an Adventist, you stay within your community.  I don’t live in the 

bubble, but then I’m not an Adventist. I don’t want to say living in a 
‘bubble’ is a bad thing for everyone; it is good to be in a communi-

ty that supports and understands you. I have my own community that 
is supportive–they just don’t conform to the Seventh-day Adventist 

‘bubble.’
-Kaite Johnston, senior English major

The caf gets a bunch of negative press for being too expensive and not 
very tasty. However, they’re right. 

-Johnel Lagabon, senior biology major

I think there is just as much of a bubble around WWU as there is one 
around any other college campus. Every college has a culture unique 

to itself and is governed by its values.
-Emilia Ramirez, junior biochem major

Yes, but I reject the bubble.
-Brandan Patchett, senior business major

 

How’s the food there? - Fathi Assegaf

Do you feel as though there is a Walla Walla University Bubble? - Hannah Greenberg

No, not really. I have done some community service, but I spend most 
of my time on school.

-Emilia Ramirez, junior biochem major

I do feel engaged with the community of Walla Walla in general, 
but that’s only because I live here and my mom works downtown.

-Ivory Vogt, senior international communications major

I feel engaged in the Walla Walla community because for me, as the ed-
itor [of the Collegian], I get a lot of emails from community events that 
are going on and trying to advertise The Collegian.  Because I am a sci-
ence major, I am also aware of the scientific research and talks that go 

on at Whitman and Community colleges. I feel like I can gain a lot from 
the other colleges in town, as well as from the broader community. I also 
think that our campus has a lot of good things to offer to the community. 

-Matthew Moran, senior bioengineering major

Whitman can have a pretentious atmosphere, how does that affect Walla Walla University’s 
identity in relation to us? Are there any intergroup differences? - Emma Rust  

I like to make jokes about Whitman having a pretentious atmosphere. 
I don’t think that is actually true. Everyone I have talked to from 
Whitman has been nice. I have never felt that on their campus.

-Micah Hall, senior communications major
 

I have personally never felt the “pretentious atmosphere,” but when 
I hear about it I’m amused. We don’t really care about Whitman’s 

pretentiousness.
-Emilia Ramirez, junior biochem major

 

No, I think it is just people being scared of the unknown. I’m 
sure Whitman students are really fun to hang out with–you just 

have to get to know them.
-Brandan Patchett, senior business major

I don’t think it affects WWU’s identity very much because our 
campus already has a very strong “Adventist” identity, which over-
shadows everything else. After “Adventist,” I would probably say 
WWU has a strong mainstream Pacific Northwest culture, which 

may or may not also be the case on the Whitman campus.
-Daniella Silva, junior international communications major

 

I do totally feel that Whitman has a pretentious atmosphere, and I 
think in a lot of ways that keeps WWU students from trying to interact 

with Whitman kids. I’ve been in town for almost four years, and have only 
recently started meeting Whitman students. And honestly, I’m really dis-
appointed in myself for not moving past the “WWU Bubble” sooner. The 
Whitman students I’ve actually taken the time to get to know are really 
excellent humans ... and I think some of them think I’m pretty okay, too. 

(Shout out to Theta--y’all are great.) Seriously though, both our schools are 
way too small for us to keep pretending we’re that different.

-Katie Pekar, senior biology major
 

 

There is a bubble around certain groups on campus, and there is a sort of ‘mainstream’ culture that usually ends up running the main events/
ASWWU, but I don’t think the students as whole subscribe to the same mentality or way of life.

-Daniella Silva, junior international communications major
 

So, how religious is Wal-
la Walla University? Could you 
walk into your chemistry class to 
find that each class period will be-
gin with a devotional and prayer? 
Quite possibly. Will you find Bi-
ble verses displayed on campus 
buildings? Yes. Do all the students 
know that Bible verses are dis-
played on campus buildings? No. 
(It took me a year to realize this). 
Does the cafeteria serve vegetari-
an-only options because “Advent-
ists are vegetarians”? Yes. Are all 
students vegetarian? No. I think 
you get the point.

What is the Party Culture like 

at WWU?

Walla Walla University pol-
icies include a completely ‘dry 
campus’ for all students, includ-
ing those over the age of 21. (How 
strictly are these policies imple-

mented? No comment). The Ad-
ventist-sanctioned version of get-
ting “drunk” is staying up late and 
being with people. Or having a tea 
party. In fact, there is a certain 
campus-owned house strategi-
cally proximate to the University 
Church called the Honors House 
where tea parties are common. For 
better or for worse, this is the clos-
est thing to a frat house at WWU. 
Tea parties are hosted weekly, 
and board games and philosoph-
ical discussions are encouraged. 
Now for the real deal. Some Walla 
Walla University students do par-
ticipate in “real” parties; howev-
er, due to the culture and rules on 
campus, it’s not something wide-
ly discussed.

In last year’s content swap is-
sue, several Whitman students 
posed questions to the students of 
Walla Walla University. Here are 
their answers.

from DIFFERENCES, page 1

WWU students sign a pledge of sobriety at the beginning of their time at the University.  Photo by Erick Juarez

Do you feel engaged with the Walla Walla community? - Robby Boyer
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CREATIVE WRITING 

How to 
finish that 

monotonous, 
pesky project

End goals can be easy to lose sight of, whether it’s 
publication, something you can hold in your hands 
or just the satisfaction of a finished project. Some-

times what you need in order to stay focused is a grand 
gesture. Here are some grand gestures to help remind 
yourself of the final goal and to keep going!

Design a cover for your project. Whether it’s a col-
lection of poems, a thousand-page Great American Novel 
or a children’s book, it’ll feel good to see a glimpse of what 
your project could look like one day. Here’s some inspira-
tion for creative covers and the psychology behind the de-
sign.

...Or take it a step further and check out websites like 
BookBaby.com where you can self-publish (with that cool 
cover you just designed, holla). Also the Espresso Book 
Machine at Powell’s in Portland is pretty cool.

Go to a literary festival like Wordstock, Portland’s 
yearly book festival (this year it’s on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11). They bring in over 100 authors for talks and book 
signings. Plus, they’ve got a huge book fair, food trucks 
(of course), panels, pop-up readings, workshops and more. 
Saturating yourself in writing culture can be incredibly re-
freshing. Catch me there.

Set a ritual. Figure out what works for you and keep 
doing it. Pick a type of tea, a time, a place where you can 
focus, any necessary tools, and get to work. 

by MAC FORD
WWU Staff Reporter

Many writers draw inspiration ftheir writing rituals, such as a specific place for writing or a hot cup of coffee. Photo 
contributed by Unsplash. 

RELIGION
Now imagine that someone 

you are close to is rich. You have 
no clue how much they have, but 
they spend money on a whim and 
every time you go over to see 
them, there are body guards. Now, 
you know that this person is very 
generous, and recently you’ve 
been trying to find money to go 
help pay for college. You know 
that all you have to do is ask them. 

They can’t and won’t force you to, 
but you are fairly certain that they 
will help. Are you going to ask?

There are two scenarios here 
1) they give you the money, or 2) 
they don’t give it to you. If the 
first, you have the money and no 
school debt, yay! If the second, 
how would you feel if you knew 
that instead, they were going to 
give you a house and a secure job 
with good pay? Not so bad, yeah? 

The thing with God is, it’s like 

that. We ask, and we don’t always 
get what we want, but the end re-

sult is always something good.
I think that the most common 

misconception about Christians 
is that once you become one, life 
gets easy. It doesn’t. Being Chris-
tian doesn’t exempt me from hav-
ing PTSD from abuse and Bipo-
lar. It doesn’t change the fact that 
my parents are in a nasty divorce 
that has lasted over  three years. 
What it does change is how I look 
at these things. Yeah, my life isn’t 

fabulous now, but I do have little 
blessings like awesome friends, 
my school bill getting paid by an 
anonymous stranger and good 
grades even though I’m frazzled to 
no end.

I guess the point is, even if 
you don’t believe in God (which 
is perfectly fine), it’s nice to have 
something that you can believe 
in–a light at the end of your tun-
nel. For me, that light is God.

The light at the end of the tunnel

FEATURE
Questions for Whitman Students:

Does the Adventist label make you hesitate to interact 
with WWU students?

-Kaite Johnston, senior English Major

Do you like Jazz?
-Lucas Feres, first year computer engineering major

Be honest. How many of you have studied at the Atlas? 
Because really, its great.

-Emilia Ramirez, junior biochem major

Aside from law, how do you plan to use your humanities 
major to pay off your student loans? No, seriously though, I 

need to figure out how to pay off my loans too...
-Johnel Lagabon, senior biology major

They study A&P, like one of us. We really aren’t that    
different.

-Bryndi Goodlin, senior humanities major

A Whitman student is someone who dropped $60,000 
to attend a liberal arts college.

-Lucas Feres, first year computer engineering major

A bunch of hippies who walk around in nice buildings.
-Brandan Patchett, senior business major

Who is a Whitman Student?

by YSABELA RAMIREZ AND 
MICHAEL JENSEN
WWU Staff Reporters

Check out the articles that corespond to these photos at the Whitman Wire Online!

 Our regularly scheduled weekly content is still online!  the sports section features men’s goif and the A&E section dives into the annual spring dance performance.  Photo by Tywen Kelly. 

from RELIGION, page 1

  I think the most 
common misconception 
about Christians is that 
once you become one, 
life gets easy. 
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Voices from the Community What questions do you have for WWU students?
Photos by The Wire’s Samarah Uribe

MELISSA
KOHL 
Sophomore

“How can we join together with the 
town?”

LEAH SHAF-
FER & KIERAN 
LENSSEN
Juniors

“What are [your] favorite things to do 
in Walla Walla?”

SIENNA 
RAHE
Sophomore

“How do you think we, as Whitman 
College students, can better engage 
with you in your community?”

JOHANNA 
AU
Sophomore 

“What do you think about Whitman Col-
lege?”

Weekly Devotional: 
The Cobbler

I’ve been at WWU for four years 
now. And let me tell you, I quite 
like the town. I like spinning the 

wheel at O’Reilly’s for free cash a 
few times a year. I like the summer 
fair. I like the people, the food, the 
art, the smelly fog, the lack of snow 
plows and the juxtaposition of Ad-
ventists in wine country. Howev-
er, if you look “Walla Walla” up on 
Urban Dictionary (don’t know why 
you would) it sounds like a horri-
ble, no good, very bad, death trap. 
And I’m not even exaggerating that 
much. These quotes were copied 
directly from the Urban Diction-
ary, misspellings and all: 

Photos Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

“Known for onions and the penitentia-
ry. Also a town for males that are uneducat-
ed, druggies, alcoholics, abusers, and unem-
ployed. There are a few lucky men who don’t 
fit that category, but good luck finding them. 
Finding a good, honest, hardworking man in 
walla walla is finding a needle in a haystack.”

“A place where genders wars 
are apparently still prevalent.

Also, home to a very beautiful 
downtown, and wine tasting”

“An area of concetrat-
ed paradox in the south 
eastern corner of wash-
ington. Whats usually 
considered cruel and un-
usual in most civilized 
towns, is normal for wal-
la walla. 

Unlike normal girls, 
the girls found in wal-
la walla are really the in-
carnation of dictators/
leaders from the past 
such as Hitler, Stalin, 
and Napolean. Some-
times the paradox is so 
strong that it effects sur-
rounding areas.”

“99% of the girls in this town are only attracted to 
jerks and abuse nice guys. this town is the source of 
most drama in the world today. walla walla is said to be 
the new california ... this town is practically a retirement 
home. the only fun things to do is walk around and play 
video games. the girls in this town consist of demons, 
soulless creatures, and reincarnated dictators. walla 
walla is cruel and sacrifices live children to the govern-
ment for taxes. the chances of getting a girl in walla wal-
la is about the chance of finding a 100 dollar bill on the 
ground once a day for 10 years.”

Beyond the many typos, 
there’s a lot of hating on the op-
posite gender in these entries. In 
the words of P!nk, “Why do we 
do that?” Well I don’t know, I’m 
just here to say stop doing that, 
and to tell you guys to go write a 
good entry for Walla Walla.

“Truly, sir, all that I live 
by is with the awl. I 
meddle with no trades-

man’s matters nor women’s mat-
ters, but withal I am indeed, sir, a 
surgeon to old shoes. When they 
are in great danger, I recover 
them. As proper men as ever trod 
upon neat’s leather have gone 
upon my handiwork.”

–”Julius Caesar,” by Wil-
liam Shakespeare

All men have need of de-
cent shoes. Without any shoes to 
wear, they would not be able to 
do the daily task of walking to 
the store or walking to a meeting. 

This calls for the diligent work 
of a cobbler. Although the cob-
bler’s job is to merely mend old 
shoes, he sees his humble job to 
as a crucial asset to his commu-
nity. By mending broken shoes, 
the cobbler’s work impacts even 
the noblest of men; when the no-
ble men touch people’s lives, the 
cobbler indirectly touch them as 
well.

  He is not ashamed of hav-
ing a job that seems menial and 
unimportant upon first glance. 
The job of a cobbler may not 
seem as glorious as the job of the 
president, just as the trash col-
lector may feel as though his job 
is gross and looked down upon. 
Naturally, trash collectors are la-

beled as the stereotypical high 
school dropouts–they are forced 
to be the trash collector because 
they have nothing better to do. 
But without the trash collectors, 
who would pick up our trash eve-
ry week? We would have to be 
our own trash collectors. Only 
then will we appreciate the dil-
igent work of the trash collec-
tor. The same goes for the cob-
bler; if we were stripped away of 
our cobblers, we would have no 
one to go to when our shoes need 
mending. Only then will we ap-
preciate the work of the cobbler. 
In this regard, the cobbler realiz-
es the impact of his job. He does 
not simply think, “Because I am 
merely a man who mends shoes, I 

am not as important as those who 
have more distinguished jobs 
than me.” As the cobbler learns 
to look at the bigger picture, he 
realizes that as long as he is fo-
cused and passionate in his trade, 
his work influences others more 
than he can ever know. 

This excerpt from “Julius 
Caesar” reminds me of a pas-
sage found in 1 Corinthians 12, 
“Now you are the body of Christ, 
and members individually. And 
God has appointed these in the 
church: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of heal-
ings, helps, administrations, va-
rieties of tongues. Are all apos-
tles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Are all workers of mir-
acles? Do all have gifts of heal-
ings? Do all speak with tongues? 
Do all interpret?” As college 
students, it would be quite the 
dream to make a fundamental 
difference in the world of nurs-
ing, in the dental field, in the 
engineering field, etc. But we 
should remember that we are all 
important. The nurse is not infe-
rior to the engineer and vice ver-
sa. The functions of these differ-
ent jobs support each other. Just 
like how the cobbler’s job seems 
menial, but is in fact important, 
our jobs and roles in our commu-
nities, campuses and home-lives 
are important and meaningful for 
all we come in contact with. 

Walla Walla according to “Urban Dictionary”

by CHRISTINA MORAN
WWU Staff Reporter

by JONI HARRIS
WWU Staff Reporter

Photo by Marra Clay
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I know the stereotypes. People 
from Whitman assume a lot 
of things about students from 

Walla Walla University. These 
things are all 100 percent true. 
Yes, WWU students pray before, 
after and during each class. Yes, 
our school has a very small en-
dowment fund. Yes, it is true that 
no WWU student has ever tried 
alcohol. Yes, we are sheltered 
from the world. This is all true 
and correct.

What you may not under-
stand is that, as naive and un-
worldly as we may be, WWU stu-
dents have a very unique per-
spective on life. There may even 

be a few things we can teach you. 
Because of this unique perspec-
tive, I have decided to give you 
three unique life tips you would 
only learn at Walla Walla Uni-
versity.

Tip #1: How to get your work 

published (even if it is terrible).

You might be wondering 
how you can get your academ-
ic works published. The easiest 
way is to submit your work to a 
number of reputable publications. 
However, this only works if your 
research is good. If you have bad 
research, you don’t usually have 
a chance to get published.

Here at WWU, we know a 
sneaky way to get your work pub-
lished without the need for ed-

iting or even real research. You 
just need to submit it to a crea-
tionist journal. Creationist jour-
nals have absolutely no stand-
ards; they just print everything 
that agrees with their views. All 
you have to do is take your real 
research about something im-
portant–just write about femi-
nism or whatever Whitman stu-
dents study–and then put a line 
in the beginning that says, “An-
imals used rafts made of trees to 
float to North America after the 
flood.” As soon as the editors see 
that sentence, your article will be 
printed and you will be able to 
put that on your LinkedIn. 

Tip #2: Never have sex.

Sex is great. Unfortunate-

ly, once you have sex, your brain 
is chemically bonded with your 
partner, preventing you from 
ever loving again. This is a sci-
entific fact. For this reason, you 
should not have sex before mar-
riage. That is why WWU has a 
rule banning sexual relations 
outside of a marital relationship.

Unfortunately, divorce rates 
are really high in America. If 
you get married, there is almost 
a 50 percent chance you will get 
a divorce. In order to ensure you 
don’t lock yourself into only lov-
ing your first spouse, you prob-
ably shouldn’t have sex with the 
first person you marry. I would 
suggest waiting until you have 
been married for at least 10 years. 
At that point you can begin eval-

uating the efficacy of a sexual re-
lationship.

Tip #3: Have fun.

Here at Walla Walla Univer-
sity, we know how to have a good 
time. Whether we are playing 
board games, eating fake meat or 
running around in full dress suits 
and floor-length denim dresses, 
we always are enjoying life.

If you ever have a free mo-
ment, please come down and in-
teract with us. We will happily 
include you in a friendly game of 
“Who is the Antichrist” or a fun-
filled night of reading the Bible 
alone. You can even match with 
us on Tinder. We love our local 
community and we would love 
for you to be a part of it.

by MICAH HALL
WWU Staff Reporter

Cartoon by Nick Sekits

Would You Rather...

Hello hello, students of 
Whitman College. I know 
we don’t go to the same 

university, but I feel like I already 
know you guys, or at least those 
of you who study in your library. 
I was the blonde girl on the sec-
ond floor who looked uncomfort-
ably close to having an emotional 
breakdown the entire week of fi-
nals (I passed my research class, if 
any of you were wondering). Any-
way, now that we’ve established 
that you may or may not have seen 
me before, let’s get down to busi-
ness and play a little game that I 
like to call ... ‘Would You Rath-
er!’ That was kind of a weird way 
to say that, ‘cause literally eve-
ryone calls it ‘Would You Rath-
er,’ but whatevs. I love these ques-
tions because they can be used in 
basically any circumstance. Awk-
ward silence on a first date? Play 
‘Would You Rather.’ Need to in-
stigate an argument? Play ‘Would 
You Rather.’ Questions for the 
boss at the end of your interview? 
Maybe don’t play ‘Would You 
Rather’ ... I’m not speaking from 
experience, but I do have a brain. 
So here are a few questions I came 
up with. Go crazy.

Would you rather...
1.) Be a dinosaur who sur-

vives or a grown-up human who 
dies in Jurassic Park? I acciden-
tally may or may not have started 
a fight between my sister and her 
husband with this one ... She was 
very adamant that she would be a 
human because she at least would 
get to enjoy life and relationships 
and everything until her death, 
but he was too stuck on the idea 
of being a T-Rex to care. Person-
ally, I think being a dino would be 
pretty dope.

2.) Always seem super rude 
and sarcastic when trying to 
be nice or like you’re just jok-
ing when you’re really angry? 
Yeesh. Idk about you, but I hate 
not being taken seriously when 
I’m mad. But coming across as 
sarcastic when I’m giving a com-
pliment? I guess I’ll be screwed if 
my soul mate’s love language is 
“Words of Affirmation.” 

3.) When literally anyone 
calls you by your name, you 
have to respond with, “Oh, it’s 
actually pronounced *say your 
name extra loud and slow*” (even 
if they pronounced it right the 
first time), or start crying an-
ytime anyone asks how you’re 
doing? Okay I’m leaning towards 
the first one, but if I didn’t work at 

a gas station where there’s a long 
pause when the receipt is print-
ing and everyone tries to fill the 
silence with hollow questions, I’d 
probs pick the latter. 

4.) Meet Beyonce on stage 
but throw up on her shoes in 
front of everyone, or never meet 
Beyonce and never listen to 
her music ever again? Okay so 
I’m used to accidentally making 
a fool out of myself all the time, 
but knowing Beyonce thinks that 
I’m a fool would possibly crush 
me. But also, like, what would my 
life be like without “Lemonade?” 
Gahhhh idk.

5.) Laugh like Santa Claus 
(like literally say “HO HO 
HOOOO”) or laugh like The 
Count on Sesame Street (if you 
haven’t seen it already, watch 
The Count Censored on You-
Tube and also you’re real-
ly out of touch with society, my 
friend)? Okay so in my opinion 
The Count was the clear winner, 
but then I just had a friend (actual-
ly my boss ... is this a weird ques-
tion to ask your boss?) tell me that 
she would rather laugh like San-
ta, hands down. I guess she didn’t 
want to sound “evil.” Okay, sue 
me for wanting a creepy, maniacal 
laugh (please don’t actually sue 
me though #alreadybroke).

by LAUREN WAHLEN
WWU Staff Reporter

HELPFUL TIPS 
FROM WWU

MOODYTUNES: spring has sprung
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