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Do you know what the Board of 
Trustees majored in? Find this out 
and more in News Editor Andrew 
Schwartz’s piece about who the 
Trustees are  and what they do. 
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A&E
By now we’ve all heard of Netflix’s 
hit series, “13 Reasons Why.” Pub-
lisher Marra Clay reviews the se-
ries and points to a different meaning 
than many have seen before. 
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Sports
Sports Editor Ridley Eastland-Fruit 
looks back at some of the most mem-
orable moments this year in Whit-
man sports. 
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Catch up on what you missed! Go 
online to read articles and watch 
exclusive videos.
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The final showdown: Publisher Mar-
ra Clay and Editor-in-Chief Mitch-
ell Smith go head-to-head in dueling 
opinions about the Trustees’ decision 
to cut tenured positions and the future 
of the College. 
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Often considered taboo and on 
the fringe of fashion, nipple 
piercings are a becoming in-

creasingly mainstream as the trend 
grows among Whitman students.

No longer just a symbol of one’s 
sexual independence, nipple pierc-
ings carry diverse meanings for in-
dividuals who have them. For some, 
a nipple piercing represents transi-
tioning into adulthood, for others, an 
expression of art or an assertion of 
body empowerment.

For first-year Maude Lustig, 
nipple piercings were a well-thought 
through decision.

“I had been thinking about it 
for a long time,” Lustig said. “I just 
thought it looked really cool and that 
it would make me feel more confi-
dent ... I think it’s super cool that you 
can adorn yourself in this way.”

Inspired by Rihanna, Lustig 
embraces piercings as a form of art.

“I think that nipple piercings, 
and piercings in general and all body 
modifications are part of fashion and 
fashion is an art form. I wouldn’t say 
that I got mine to be part of a trend, 
but I would consider it a decoration,” 
Lustig said.

For Lustig, the rising trend on 
campus is happening in part due 
to fads spreading through friend 
groups, as well as the piercings’ 
presence in pop culture. As celeb-
rities like Kendall and Kylie Jenner 
flaunt their nipple piercings in the 
media, the trend has embedded itself 
into the latest styles, transforming 
this kind of body modification into 
an iconic fashion vogue.

“I know other people on cam-
pus that have nipple piercings, and 
I think part of the reason it becomes 
a trend, not just at Whitman but all 
over for our age group, is because it’s 
kind of like a friend cluster thing,” 
Lustig said.

When any trend gains public 
attention it is accompanied by criti-
cism. The stigma surrounding nip-
ple piercings, however, is fading as 
younger generations have begun to 
embrace body modification more 
and more.

“When I think about my parents 
generation ... I think for them there 
is much more of a stigma around it. 
Depending on the piercing it’s not 
as big of an issue. But I think for our 
age a lot of that is getting better. The 
stigma is disappearing,” Lustig said.

Sophomore Grace Pollard, who 
got her nipple piercings last year, 
echoes this opinion, attributing the 
diminishing bad press to its positive 
acknowledgement in media.

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

see PIERCING, page 4

Nipple 
piercings 

trending at 
Whitman

There is a piece of Walla Walla’s 
history that is swept under the 
records.

Walla Walla, home to hundreds 
of upscale vineyards, gourmet res-
taurants and boutiques is a favorite 
weekend getaway for many. Walking 
down main street, it’s hard to imagine 
Walla Walla being described as any-
thing but cute and welcoming. How-
ever, a mere sixty years ago, Look 
Magazine rated Walla Walla the 
fourth most sinful city in the coun-
try. The boisterous saloons and taboo 
brothels that began in the late 19th 
century and lasted up until the early 
1960s characterized this ‘Sin City’–
an important but often forgotten piece 
of its past.

We talked to alumna Hannah 
Bartman, who did her senior the-
sis on the brothel at 210 West Main, 
and Dennis Crockett, Associate Pro-
fessor of Art History and Visual Cul-
ture Studies, to unearth some details 
on the Walla Walla of yore.

by ALISSA ANTILLA and ALEX 
BROCKMAN
Staff Reporters

see WW  BROTHEL, page 6

by NICK MAAHS
Staff Reporter

On October 21, 2015, then 
Provost and Dean of Facul-
ty Pat Spencer announced 

that faculty would not be receiving 
course releases for their participation 
in the Global Studies Initiative. The 
decision effectively suspended the 
program while placing it under exter-
nal review. Over the past year a panel 
chaired by Professor Laura McGrane 
of Haverford College has met with 
students, faculty and administration 
involved in the initiative. Reviewers 
have completed their report, leaving 
their findings and the future of the 
program in the hands of the college.

The Global Studies Initiative 
(GSI) was instituted in 2008, initial-
ly funded by a three year, $345,000 
grant from the Mellon foundation. 
Inspired by the interdisciplinary pro-
grams of other colleges, 27 Whitman 
professors collaborated to craft and 
submit a grant proposal, aspiring to 
infuse the curriculum with a great-
er global awareness. Since then, the 
burden of financial support—and 
with it, control of the program—has 
shifted to the college.

The act of evaluation itself is 
nothing abnormal; it keeps the pro-
gram in check and ensures that de-
velopment is positively directed. “All 
of our programs undergo a review 
process periodically,” Provost Tipton 
wrote in an email.

However, it was not so much the 
review itself that sparked the ire of 
concerned parties, rather the circum-
stances under which it arose.

“It not only runs against com-
mon sense, but I don’t think there’s 
any precedent for that,” Associate 
Professor of History Elyse Semerdji-
an said of the suspension of the pro-
gram and its course releases.

Furthermore, both professors 
and students expressed disappoint-
ment at the opaque, unilateral nature 
of the decision.

“We were told that in some 
ways that we were squandering re-
sources, but we weren’t told how. We 
weren’t given any numbers to tell us 
why the program needed to be can-
celled,” Semerdjian continued, “The 
faculty went ballistic, I’m trying to 
remember how many letters went 
out to the faculty listserv, but it might 
have been close to 40, demanding a 
reason for this, because it was a fac-
ulty-created program and as far I un-
derstand at Whitman college, when I 
read the faculty code, it tells me that 
faculty are in charge of curricular 
matters.” 

The inundation of support for 
the   may have stemmed from a sense 
of betrayal. A few months prior to 
the program’s suspension, the col-
lege announced the completion of its 
successful “Now Is The Time Cam-
paign,” which listed among its pri-
mary goals intents to, “Prepare stu-
dents to lead in a globally connected 
world,” and to “Broaden and deepen 
the curriculum through strategic addi-
tions to the faculty.”

In 1800s, Brothels in business

The two story brick building (above center), rebuilt in 1887 after burning down several times, housed various businesses over 
the years, but there were usually several brothels in business at any given time.  By Alex Brockman.

Global 
Studies 
Initiative: A 
Year In Review

see GSI, pagE 3
Dear Readers,

The 2016-2017 academic year 
has been nothing short of exciting. 
We witnessed the induction of Whit-
man’s new mascot, the hiring of a 
new Dean of Students and our peers 
pour time and passion into their var-
ious clubs and activities. This year 
has also pushed our community to 
reckon with its problems. The drug-
gings brought to head many of the 
difficult conversations about party 
culture, drugs, Greek Life and the 
administration’s role on our campus. 
Though all of these, The Wire has 
sought to report the most thoughtful, 
critical and important news. 

It has been our honor to work 
for Whitman College’s student 
newspaper, and we are excited to see 
how the newspaper will evolve in 
the coming years. 

Thank you, the readers, for your 
constant support. We could not pro-
duce The Wire without your support. 
We would also like to thank our 
staff for their endless late nights and 
hours of work. 

Look forward to more amazing 
content starting in September. 

Marra Clay and Mitchell Smith
Publisher and Editor-In-Chief

This past weekend Whitman 
College welcomed sunshine, 
warm weather, a swift breeze 

and a swarm of frisbee players 
from all over the Northwest for 
the USA Ultimate Northwest Divi-
sion I College Regionals. Many of 
the colleges at the tournament were 
large state schools with deep, well-
developed programs, and Whitman 
College was the smallest school in 
the pool of schools by a long shot.

This is the second year in a 
row that the regionals have taken 
place in Walla Walla, but unlike 
last year where just the Whitman 
Sweets’ women’s team competed, 
the men were also in the running 
for their own DI tournament title.

“What we put on this weekend 
was some of the highest level of 
college ultimate in the country. We 
were pleased to showcase this level 
of play in our own backyard,” stat-
ed Robbie Farwell, a sophomore 

captain on the Sweets’ men’s team.   
The men earned their spot in 

Division I Regionals by winning 
the Division III Sectionals earli-
er this spring in Puyallup, Wash. 
They took an anticipated heavy 
loss to the number one seeded Uni-
versity of Oregon early on Satur-
day, but were able to clench some 
victories over University of Vic-
toria and Montana State Universi-
ty later in the day, ending with two 
wins and two losses overall.

Their hard work on Saturday 

paid off and they made it into the 
championship bracket the follow-
ing day. After a loss to Western 
Washington on Sunday in the pre-

quarterfinals, Whitman went on to 
finish eighth overall after a loss to 
University of Victoria. Universi-
ty of Washington won the tourna-
ment, and will be heading to Di-
vision I Nationals along with the 
University of Oregon, Universi-
ty of British Columbia and Oregon 
State University.

The men were pleased with 
this result.

“On all accounts, we exceed-
ed expectations. We played well 
enough on Saturday to find our-
selves in the championship brack-
et, vying for a nationals bid against 
top tier ultimate programs in the 
nation,” Farwell said.

“Getting crushed by a Di-
vision I team is not the most fun, 
but then you win a game, and it’s 
the greatest feeling in the world 
because you just beat a team that 
came from this giant school that 
can select anybody to play for 
them,” first year Alex Brettmann 
explained.

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Editor

BITTERSWEET 
END TO 

FRISBEE 
SEASONS

Teams from across the Northwest converged on the men’s and women’s Division I Regionals tournament, hosted on Whit-
man’s campus last weekend.  Photo by Amelia Wells. 

From the 
Editors’ desk

BITTERSWEET 
END TO 

FRISBEE 
SEASONS

“We are part of a 
community that is 
overflowing with love 
for one another”
Kaileah Akker ‘18
Player, Women’s Sweets Ultimate Frisbee

see SWEETS, page 5
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NEWS  

Cassandra Otero wins governor’s award 

Whitman Junior Cas-
sandra Otero was re-
cently honored with 

the Students Serving Washing-
ton Award as well as the Gover-
nor’s Award through the Campus 
Compact Washington organiza-
tion.

Campus Compact, specifi-
cally Students Serving Washing-
ton, is a branch of a national or-
ganization that recognizes stu-
dents for their civil engagement 
and service work. Whitman be-
came a member of this organiza-
tion last year, and this year Pres-

ident Murray was able to nom-
inate two students for their ex-
ceptional service. Kaitie Dong 
and Cassandra Otero were both 
nominated and won the Students 
Serving Washington award, and 
Otero was also selected by Gov-
ernor Inslee for the Governor’s 
Award. This award goes to three 
students performing service be-
yond what is expected of them. 
One winner is selected from a 
public, private and community 
college each year.

Whitman President Kathy 
Murray mentioned the impor-
tance of leaving Whitman cam-
pus to participate in service work 
in a nomination letter she wrote 

for Otero.
“Cassandra understands that 

being an engaged student, and 
by extension, an engaged citi-
zen and community member, be-
gins with learning about the is-
sues she feels strongly about be-
fore determining the actions nec-
essary to address the situation,” 
Murray wrote. “This year, Cas-
sandra has done an amazing job 
networking her way into several 
community immigrant rights co-
alitions, which has allowed her 
to attend meetings, meet local 
leaders and develop a much deep-
er understanding than if she had 
just remained on campus.”

Otero is involved in numer-

ous service projects and clubs 
in the Whitman community as 
well as in the Walla Walla com-
munity. Otero is a co-found-
er of the Borders as Movements 
(BAM) club on campus, that re-
cently hosted Immigration Week 
on campus. She is also involved 
in Club Latinx, the Walla Wal-
la Immigration Rights Coalition, 
the Rapid Response Network and 
volunteer work at Green Park El-
ementary School.

Sociology Professor Gilbert 
Mireles, also Cassandra’s facul-
ty advisor, said that “from very 
early on, it’s [been] obvious that 
she’s extremely intelligent and 
extremely committed, and cares 

deeply about these issues that are 
important not only on the Whit-
man campus, but in society at 
large. I think that she’s a terrif-
ic asset to this community and I 
think she’s done great things, and 
I think that it’s people like Cas-
sandra that make Whitman the 
wonderful community that it is.”

Otero, for her part, intends 
to continue her work, specifical-
ly in immigration-related social 
justice.

“We have to keep fostering 
community and creating commu-
nity and mobilizing ourselves to 
create the change that we want to 
see,” Otero said, “because who 
else will?”

Attention is turned to the Board 
of Trustees this week as the group 
convenes for its annual Spring over-
seers meeting. We looked into the ed-
ucational backgrounds of the board 
and found that it is dramatically 
skewed towards the social sciences in 
general, and economics in particular.

Of the 16 trustees on Whit-
man’s board, all but two ma-
jored in the social sciences 

during their undergraduate studies. 
However, campus leadership dis-
missed the notion that the dispro-
portionately of undergraduate ma-
jors among the trustees has any real-
world significance.

New trustees are recruited by 
the board’s governance committee, 
which evaluates and recruits indi-
viduals to be elected by the whole 
board. 

Chairman of the Board Brad 
McMurchie, who studied history at 
Whitman, said the sensibilities of 
individual board members couldn’t 
be understood or defined in terms of 
their undergraduate major.

“Trustees have an extraordi-
nary wealth of personal and profes-
sional experiences that they bring to 
their service at the college,” he wrote 
in an email to The Wire. “In the 
grand scheme of things, I think their 
undergraduate majors are not terribly 
impactful. The best evidence of this 
is the breadth of the commitments 
to the academic program made with 
support of the board over the years–
the new art building, the upgraded 
theater, the addition of three posi-
tions in Computer Science, the reno-
vation of Maxey and Olin, etc.”

Topics likely to be discussed 
at the Trustees’ meetings are wide-
ranging. One hot-button issue in par-
ticular involves administration’s rec-
ommendation to eliminate at least 
five tenured positions next year, as 
faculty currently in those positions 
retire. The recommendation comes 
as part of an effort to increase the 
faculty-student ratio, so that funds 
can be reallocated elsewhere.

Most students would agree that 
economics and English majors at 
this school tend to have a distinct in-
terests or priorities. However, both 
McMurchie and Whitman president 
Kathy Murray said they didn’t know 
the majors of most board members 
until The Wire inquired.

Murray wrote in an email that 
the board is selected according to 
“several broad criteria: passion for 
Whitman and the liberal arts, intel-
lectual ‘horsepower’ and thought 
leadership, diversity in all dimen-
sions, a track record of accomplish-
ment, willingness to consider Whit-
man a top personal philanthropic 
priority, and time and desire to en-
gage at the Trustee level.”

Six of the 18 current trustees 
majored in economics or finance. 
The lone trustee who majored in the 
hard sciences is Stephen E. Ham-
mond, who studied geology and 
worked in Natural Hazards for the 
U.S. Geological Survey. The lone 
trustee in the arts or humanities is 
William G. Way, who studied art at 
Whitman, and is the Director and 
Executive of MCE Social Capital, a 
nonprofit investment firm that offers 
loans to “generate economic oppor-
tunities,” particularly for women in 
the developing world.

Whitman Vice President of De-
velopment and Alumni Relations 
John Bogley wrote in an email to 
The Wire that the school seeks breath 
when selecting new board members. 
The board operates as a collective; 
“Each new member of the board 
need not be someone who contrib-
utes in all areas,” wrote Bogley.

“We seek gender balance,” he 
continued. “We seek to increase eth-
nic diversity ... We seek candidates 
who offer philanthropic leadership 
experience with nonprofits; promi-
nence in their profession, communi-
ty or region; a commitment to Whit-
man; time available for service to 
Whitman; financial understanding/
experience in finance; marketing 
savvy; technical savvy and financial 
capacity to support the college phil-
anthropically.”

Members of Whitman’s board 
are involved in modest range of 
fields–law, consulting, tech, activ-
ism, banking, lumber and logistics 
among them. Akshay Anand Shet-
ty, who studied economics here at 
Whitman, is the Co-CEO of Combe, 
which produces Vagisil and Just for 
Men, among other personal care 
products.  

Murray wrote that, “When we 
look for Trustees and other leaders 
for the college, we look for the peo-
ple most qualified to do the work. 
Whitman currently has a Provost 
who is a scholar of English and a 
President who is a pianist, so some 
people might worry that we could 
be too narrowly focused on the hu-
manities and arts, but we both know 
that our jobs require us to consider 
the best interests of the entire insti-
tution.”

by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
News Editor

Vast majority of Whitman trustees 
studied social sciences in college

by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Infographic by Peter Eberle

“Trustees have 
an extraordinary 
wealth of personal 
and professional 
experiences that 
they bring to their 
service at the college. 
In the grand scheme 
of things, I think 
their undergraduate 
majors are not terribly 
impactful.”
Brad McMurchie
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
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by LINDSEY BRODECK
Staff Reporter

Beta’s back, baby!

T
his Thursday, Whitman 

College and Fossil Fu-

els will renew their wed-

ding vows outside the Memori-

al Building. Divest Whitman, 

the club organizing the event, 

will hold a similar ceremony to 

the one held three years ago, but 

with a politically charged guest 

list including Donald and Ivanka 

Trump, Director of the EPA Scott 

Pruitt and Trump advisor Kelly-

anne Conway.

Amanda Champion, a mem-

ber of Divest Whitman, hopes 

the event will draw connections 

between Whitman’s investment 

portfolio and current unpopu-

lar, anti-progressive political fig-

ures.

After the 2014 protest, the 

Whitman College Board of Trus-

tees stated that “a divestment of 

fossil fuels would adversely af-

fect a significant portion of the 

College’s endowment portfo-

lio causing a withdrawal of over 

25 percent of the portfolio and 

risking both future potential re-

turns to the College and the pro-

grams and students that these re-

turns support.” Later in the state-

ment, the Trustees said they “ap-

preciate the significant symbolic 

value of fully divesting,” but that 

it would be difficult to reconcile 

the College’s reliance on these 

companies for its electronic, 

heating and transportation needs.  

Genean Wrisley, a member 

of Divest Whitman and Ivanka 

Trump in the ceremony, believes 

that divestment is a huge politi-

cal statement Whitman College 

could make.

“When we do little things 

or daily actions it is important, 

don’t get me wrong, but some-

times we forget that the blame 

should not be on the people but 

on the corporations,” Wrisley 

said. “If Whitman divests from 

fossil fuels it shows that they un-

derstand those ideas, that even if 

we went carbon neutral it would 

still only be a step to combating 

the larger issues.”

The ceremony will also fea-

ture other student groups, in-

cluding the Black Student Un-

ion (BSU), Border As Method 

(BAM) and Indigenous People’s 

Education and Culture Club (IP-

ECC).

“The event is a satire, and 

somewhat comedic, but will also 

include voices from other student 

groups and include the serious is-

sues associated with current in-

vestments of Whitman’s endow-

ment,” Champion said.

The timing of the two an-

nouncements, when combined with 

the loss of academic programs and 

the news that 15 faculty positions 

will be cut through attrition, has in-

furiated faculty and students alike.

However, the program appears 

far from far death. Both the current 

director of the initiative, Associate 

Professor of History and Director of 

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 

Brian Dott, and future director, As-

sociate Professor of Politics Aaron 

Bobrow-Strain, outlined their ambi-

tions for the program’s future, sug-

gesting a healthy level of faith in its 

existence.

“In the idea stage at this point 

... [is] creating Global Studies stu-

dent fellows, so students who would 

be engaging in a year-long semi-

nar and they would get the title of 

global studies seminar and the sti-

pend and be able to be in this really 

close engagement with faculty over 

the course of a year around a specif-

ic topic ... like climate change, you 

know some topic of global impor-

tance that crosses the different divi-

sions,” Bobrow-Strain said.

Increasing student involvement 

seems to be a priority in the reshap-

ing of the program, with both profes-

sors citing it as a goal.

“In the past, the Global Studies 

Initiative has held panels with Pow-

er and Privilege and we’d certainly 

like to continue that, and one way to 

maybe link that even better would be 

through students in the Global Stud-

ies Seminar participating in a par-

ticular panel for Power and Privi-

lege,” Dott said.

As a precursor to their hopes, 

Both Dott and Bobrow-Strain were 

quick to note that they were re-

mained simply that—hopes and ide-

as, far from finalized. Currently, 

they are crafting a response to the 

external reviewers’ report and be-

ginning to parse out the logistics of 

their aims.

Finding time is perhaps the 

thorniest complication at hand. Pre-

viously, professors relied upon 

course releases to sufficiently slack-

en their schedules. Administration, 

however, cited the absences created 

by such releases as a reason for their 

suspension. 

“It is something that we’re still 

trying to hash out ... Faculty have al-

ways given their sweat and blood to 

the college by teaching overloads, 

running things like the U.S.-Mex-

ico border program that I did with-

out any teaching credit for it. Facul-

ty really give a lot to the college that 

isn’t compensated for in terms of the 

time ... and the Global Studies pro-

gram was unique because it was one 

of the only programs where facul-

ty’s participation in this kind of over-

load work of developing global stud-

ies curriculum was actually credited 

... So, that’s something that would be 

hard to lose,” Bobrow-Strain said.

from GLOBAL STUDIES page 1

Global Studies 
review continues

W
hitman’s chapter of the 

Beta Theta Pi fraternity 

is expected to remain in 

its house for the 2017-2018 school 

year, and possibly beyond.

Betas received the news fol-

lowing a Sunday meeting between 

fraternity leaders and the board of 

the Gamma Zeta Association, that 

owns the Beta chapter house at 925 

E. Isaacs Ave. The meeting came a 

week after Gamma Zeta sent mem-

bers an email announcing that the 

house would be closed for the fall 

semester and possibly longer due 

to low membership and what they 

called “declining commitment to 

the traditions of Beta on the Whit-

man campus.”

The house will remain open 

with 14 members living in it, ac-

cording to sophomore Jules Cho-

quart, president of the chapter. 

Earlier this week, Beta members 

and Gamma Zeta “struck a deal” 

under which Beta could recruit a 

minimum of 17 residents in order 

to keep the chapter open, accord-

ing to first-year Jack Taylor. That, 

Taylor said, would provide enough 

in rent and utilities money to keep 

the house running.

Taylor managed to talk them 

down to 14, still more than twice 

the house’s current count of six 

residents. The housing corpora-

tion will subsidize the remaining 

costs. His argument, he said, was 

that Beta should put quality over 

quantity.

“After taking a few days try-

ing to get those seventeen people, 

our big problem was not so much 

that we could not find people ... but 

that we could not find dedicated 

people,” Taylor said. “Beta’s slo-

gan is ‘men of principle,’ and so 

they really, genuinely wanted us to 

have men of principle.”

The 14 members who will live 

in the house, Choquart said, fit that 

bill. Kyle Fix, president of the In-

ter-Fraternity Council, concurred.

“They’re now 14 strong mem-

bers committed to personal excel-

lence,” Fix wrote in an email.

And, crucially for the contin-

ued existence of Beta, Choquart 

believes the members will devote 

their energy to increasing the fra-

ternity’s numbers.

“[Those members] were very 

interested in making that com-

mitment that was necessary to get 

Beta on an upswing and get bet-

ter rushes,” Choquart said. “Which 

involves everybody taking officer 

positions and putting in the work 

necessary to get the infrastruc-

ture back in place and get it going 

again.”

The hope, Choquart said, is 

that Beta will be able to attract 

enough new members next fall and 

spring to eliminate the need for the 

subsidy.

Beta will still be running lean 

next year, with almost all current 

members taking on leadership 

positions, Choquart said. Elec-

tions will be held at the next chap-

ter meeting to fill 13 positions—

meaning all Betas but one will 

hold positions, since Beta expects 

to have only 14 members next fall.

Taylor, though, is optimistic.

“We’re not dead yet,” he said. 

“We’re not dying. Period.”

Renewal of the vows:
Whitman College and fossil fuel

Genean Wrisley (left) and Dani Hupper (right) plan Divest Whitman action.  Photo by Tywen Kelly.

“If Whitman divests from 
fossil fuels it shows that 
they understand those 
ideas, that even if we 
went carbon neutral 
it would still only be a 
step to combating the 
larger issues.”
Genean Wrisley ‘19

“Beta’s slogan is ‘men 
of principle,’ and so 
they really, genuinely 
wanted us to have men 
of principle.”
Jack Taylor ‘20

by ANDY MONSERUD
Staff Reporter

Photo by Samarah Uribe.
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8650
hours of service performed in the Walla 
Walla Valley in 2016-2017  by Whitman 
students participating in SEC programs
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Reflections - SCORE - Buddy Program - Spring Break Service Trips - Mentor Program - Green Park Bilingual- 

Classroom Connections - Soup Kitchen - Adopt a Grandparent - Story Time - Whitman Teaches the Movement - 

(congratulations!)

ADVERTISEMENT

WARNING: This review 
discusses the end of “13 Reasons 
Why” and includes discussion of 
rape and suicide.

S
ince its debut on March 31, the 

Netflix original series “13 Rea-

sons Why” has shocked par-

ents and adolescents alike, subse-

quently sparking a massive online 

debate. The series, based on a book 

written by Jay Asher with the same 

title, tells the story of Hannah Bak-

er (Katherine Langford), a high 

school student who records thirteen 

cassette tapes, listing off the peo-

ple who caused her death by suicide. 

The show has been highly criticized 

for its scenes of graphic rape and 

scenes that glorify suicide.

Looking beyond the surface 

however, the show is very necessary. 

Suicide is taboo, and in- d i -

vidual suicide cases are 

rarely discussed in de-

tail. In this sense, the 

show helps shed light 

on mental illness and 

sexual assault; 

however, many 

critics believe that 

the show is just 

“too much.” 

By the end 

of it, the 

viewer can’t 

help but feel 

t rau mat i zed . 

It is gruesome. It 

is violent. And it is heart-

wrenching.

The point of the show, over-

all, is not to shock the viewer with 

the final suicide scene. The viewer 

should feel horrible at the end, but 

not because of Hannah’s death. The 

viewer should feel guilty that they 

did not predict the series’ final re-

veal: Alex Standall (Miles Heizer), 

Hannah’s former friend and class-

mate, shot himself in the head.

“13 Reasons Why” is not a 

show about Hannah, it is a show 

about Alex.

Throughout the show, Alex 

shows many symptoms of being su-

icidal. Alex exhibits violent behav-

ior when he fights Montgomery in 

the parking lot. He begins to abuse 

substances, as the viewer sees in the 

dramatic scene of him unconscious 

in the pool. Alex does not have a 

plan for after graduation, he with-

draws from his friendships and is 

obviously the most depressed of the 

group following Hannah’s death. 

Right before his suicide attempt, 

Alex cleans his room. These are all 

important warning signs for suicide. 

Individuals are much more likely to 

commit suicide if someone close to 

them recently did. Suicide is cur-

rently the second leading cause of 

death in teenagers, and every one 

of the warning signs Alex exhibit-

ed should have been taken seriously.

The viewer should feel horrible 

at the end of “13 Reasons Why”– be-

cause they likely did not recognize 

Alex’s behavior as suicidal. The 

show is designed so that the viewer 

feels guilty for not noticing, and for 

focusing solely on Hannah’s story.

“13 Reasons Why” is so much 

more than just a story of unfortunate 

events at one particular high school. 

It showcases the danger of what hap-

pens when people focus on the de-

tails of one suicide case rather 

than acknowl-

edging it as a 

much larger so-

cial issue.

Yes, “13 

Reasons Why” 

is incredibly prob-

lematic in that it 

explicitly shows a 

teenager committing 

suicide. Yes, “13 Rea-

sons Why” should have more 

thorough content warnings re-

garding its intense and disturb-

ing rape scenes. Yes, by focusing 

on Hannah’s death, the show glo-

rifies suicide. Yes, the show high-

lights different causes of depres-

sion without providing any ways to 

seek out help. Yes, it makes it seem 

like ending bullying will stop all su-

icides. Yes, parents should be cau-

tious of letting their children watch 

this show without first having a con-

versation with them about mental 

illness.

But, “13 Reasons Why” is still 

the most important TV show right 

now (which may have to do with 

why it is the most tweeted about 

show thus far in 2017). It does more 

than generate conversation about 

a previously taboo topic. It shows 

what can happen when people don’t 

look out for each other and fail to 

recognize the warning signs of sui-

cide.

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

“I think in the Hollywood cul-

ture they have become more com-

mon and less associated with ‘slutti-

ness’ or tackiness, so that has trans-

lated to college campuses,” Pol-

lard said. “It’s a discreet way to feel 

edgy and powerful that isn’t visible 

to everyone all the time, which is a 

good balance.”

Considering nipple piercings 

throughout high school, Pollard fi-

nally went through with the deci-

sion as both a personal and aesthet-

ic choice.

“I wanted to do something to 

make myself feel happy and new 

and invigorated because I have al-

ways gotten a feeling of power from 

getting a new piercing,” Pollard 

said. “I honestly just thought they 

would look really cute, but I got one 

done to make sure I liked it before 

I went through with the other one.”

Nipple piercings are a unique 

body modification in that they don’t 

have to be visible to the world. They 

can be either a personal embellish-

ment or a statement for the world to 

see. 

“They’re different because 

they seem kind of badass or edgy 

or sexual, but they’re only visible 

when you want them to be visible! 

So it definitely gives me a sense of 

power and control over my body 

in the way that having a more vis-

ible piercing would not,” Pollard 

said. “I get to choose who sees them 

and how they are displayed through 

clothing, and I can be in a more con-

servative setting and no one knows 

versus having a visible face pierc-

ing or something where that would 

be something that everyone notic-

es.”

First-year Chloe Holaso got her 

nipples pierced spontaneously for 

her eighteenth birthday.

Although she acknowledg-

es nipple piercings as body art, her 

decision to get them pierced was a 

personal one. Yet, she finds that her 

choice is sometimes misinterpreted 

by others.

“People see you as hyper sex-

ual as soon you get nipple piercings 

and that’s not at all what it’s about 

for me,” Holaso said. “I just like 

the placement and it’s a new private 

thing that I can have. It’s not for oth-

er people, that’s not what I got it 

for,” Holaso said.

As nipple piercings become a 

rising trend on campus, what they 

can represent is as diverse as the 

student body.

Review: “13 Reasons Why” 
has meaning behind its 
dramatic shock factor

Illustration by Nate Raphael

Nipple-piercing trend takes 
off on Whitman campus

from PIERCING, page 1

Illustration by Haley King

Wire Watch

Little Art
Hosted by quarterlife, this event will feature 
poetry readings, an art raffle, free food and 

button-making.

 Saturday, May 6th, 3:00-5:00 p.m., 

Amphitheatre. Free admission.

Whitman Drive-In 
WEB hosts its biannual outdoor film screening, 

featuring Best Picture winner Moonlight and the 
Jordan Peele sensation Get Out. 

Saturday, May 6th, 8:30 p.m., Reid Sidelawn.

Free admission.

The Virtues of Soapboxing
A one-woman show from student 

Linnea Valdivia. 

Monday-Tuesday, May 8th-9th, 7:00 p.m., 

Harper Joy Acting Studio. Free admission.

You Can’t Take it With You
The famed comedy about a dysfunctional 

family caps off Harper Joy Theatre’s 2016-2017 
season. 

Evening shows Thursday-Saturday, May 4th-

6th, 8:00 p.m.; matinee show Sunday, May 7th, 

2:00 p.m. Alexander Stage. Free admission. 

Additional showtimes starting May 18th.

Week of May 4th
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The women’s team came 
into Regionals with hopes of re-
turning to Division I Nationals, 
where they claimed the second 
place spot last year. A first or 
second place finish in the region-
al tournament would have shot 
them off to Ohio for the nation-
al tournament, and after a 4-0 
run on Saturday, their prospects 
were looking good. The Whit-
man women took down Univer-
sity of Utah, University of Vic-
toria, University of British Co-
lumbia and University of Wash-
ington to slide them easily into 
the championship bracket for a 
chance at first place the follow-
ing day.

On Sunday, however, the 
Sweets’ women trudged through 
some tough matches against Uni-
versity of British Columbia and 
University of Oregon, just miss-
ing a trip to Nationals after those 
two losses. Both University of 
British Columbia and University 
of Oregon will continue on to Di-
vision I Nationals.

“Despite not qualifying for 
Nationals, each of us left the 
field knowing we gave every-
thing we had, and that our love 
for this program and each oth-
er is more valuable than any win 
will ever be,” sophomore Han-
nah Filley said.

“Our team is built on a foun-
dation of love, and not qualify-
ing for Nationals meant that our 
season ended and we don’t get to 
continue sharing our love for one 

another, as well as our passion 
for the game, in the same com-
petitive nature that we do dur-
ing our season,” explained junior 
Kaileah Akker.

Though this past weekend 
wrapped up the season for both 
of the Sweets’ teams, they plan 
on carrying on with their off-
the-field positivity and spirit, 
enjoying each other’s company 
and taking some time to reflect 
on the hard work put in over the 
course of this past season.

“What’s next? Next up will 
be lots of pick-up, as much time 
spent together as possible, cel-
ebrating the graduation of our 
wonderful seniors, club season 
for some of us and otherwise 
some much needed rest before 
training starts up again in Sep-
tember,” Filley explained.

“We are part of a community 
that is overflowing with love for 
one another, and I think the big-
gest takeaway from this weekend 
was that the love of our team-
mates is what matters the most 
and is why we do what we do. As 
for what’s next, we will continue 
to cultivate and grow the love on 
our team,” Akker said.

Ultimate 
Regionals 

Hall of Fame showcases Whitman’s finest

In the foyer of Sherwood Ath-
letic Center sits Whitman Col-
lege’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 

58 athletes, coaches and support-
ers from over a 100-year span have 
plaques in the Hall of Fame, cele-
brating momentous athletic events, 
from Olympic time trials, to multi-
decade coaching careers.

The Hall of Fame was started 
in 2003, which is surprisingly late. 
“We have over 100 years of his-
tory of athletics at Whitman Col-
lege and we only started our Hall 
of Fame less than 15 years ago, 
which is quite remarkable,” Ath-
letic Director Dean Snyder said. A 
new class was inducted every year 
from 2003-2013, until it was de-
cided to have an induction every 
other year, so more time could be 
spent researching nomination.

In 2006, the College decid-
ed to start hosting a Hall of Fame 
banquet where the athletes would 
actually be brought to campus and 
inducted into the Hall. “Usually 
we have somewhere between 80-
100 people out to those events,” 
Snyder said. “This switch was the 
start of making it really meaning-
ful to the people that we’ve induct-
ed.”    

Decisions on Hall of Fame 
members are made by the Hall of 
Fame Committee, a select group of 
alumni and coaches. On any giv-

en induction year they are gener-
ally looking for 3-5 inductees, and 
any inductee must have been out of 
school for 10 years to be eligible.

A closer look at those featured 
in the Hall of Fame reveals the fas-
cinating athletic accomplishments 
of Whitman’s past athletes

The first induction class in 
2003 started things out on a high 
note, with five Whitman legends 
being inducted. This class featured 
Raymond Borleske, perhaps the 
most prominent figure in the his-
tory of Whitman athletics. Bor-
leske was a member of the Whit-
man Class of 1910, and dominated 
in both football and baseball. Bor-
leske was hired in 1915 by Presi-
dent Penrose to coach football, 
basketball and baseball, and led 
Whitman to 17 conference cham-
pions in a coaching career that 
spanned more than 3 decades.

Also inducted in 2003, 
Charles William “Bill” Martin’s 
sprint times in 1911 earned him 
the title of “world’s fastest human” 
as he set a world record in the 100-
yard dash at 9.6 seconds and tied 
the world record in the 220-yard 
event at 21.1 seconds. Though he 
did not compete in the 1912 Olym-
pics, Martin was the top U.S. qual-
ifier, and two of those whom he 
beat ended up winning gold.  

Another 2003 inductee was 
Susan Hubbard Sakimoto, class 
of 1989, who was one of the great-
est three-sport athletes Whitman 

has ever seen, leading Whitman 
to a conference championship in 
basketball and a shared confer-
ence title in volleyball, as well as 
competing in the NCAA national 
championships in track & field.

One of the athletes inducted in 
the class of 2004 was Lynn Greer 
McKelvey, class of 1988, who is 
perhaps the greatest women’s ten-
nis player the school has seen. 
Over 3 seasons, McKelvey held a 
87-10 singles record, including a 
34-2 senior year campaign. Those 
only two losses came in the nation-
al championship tournaments after 
she suffered a back injury.

This induction also featured 
Guttorm Berge, Whitman class of 
1953, a world-class skier. Berge 
earned a bronze medal in the 1952 
Winter Olympics, finishing only 
1.7 seconds behind the gold-med-
al winner.

Whitman clearly had skilled 
skiers in that era, as Dean Lod-
mell, inducted in 2013, also ap-
peared in the national spotlight. 
Lodmell finished 7th nationally at 
the slalom and went on to the 1955 
Olympic team trials, where he fin-
ished 21st in the giant slalom and 
30th in the alpine combined final 
results.

A new class will be induct-
ed in the spring of 2018, and every 
two years following that. As Whit-
man’s athletic accomplishments 
continue to grow, so will the Hall 
of Fame.

“What we put on this 
weekend was some 
of the highest level 
of ultimate in the 
country.”
Robbie Farwell ‘19
Captain, Men’s Sweets Ultimate Frisbee

by ARIE KNOPS
Staff Reporter

TOP NOTCH

They knew that they deserved to 
go farther than they did last year, 
and made it their mission to prove 
it. Prove it they did, as the team 
spent weeks as the only undefeat-
ed NCAA men’s basketball team 
in the country, garnered national 
press and earned junior Tim How-
ell NWC Player of the Year. Com-
ing from behind to surpass Whit-
worth 86-83 in overtime in the 
NWC Tournament final, the Blues’ 
season ended in the Final Four at 
the hands of Babson, the eventual 
national champions.

by RIDLEY EASTLAND-FRUIT
Sports Editor

Women’s Tennis

Men’s Basketball

Swimming

Men’s Tennis

Women’s Basketball

A 12-4 regular season conference 
record was not bad by any metric, 
but few expected women’s basket-
ball to reach as far as they did. En-
tering the NWC Tournament as the 
third seed, the team battled past 
George Fox and the University of 
Puget Sound to claim the surprise 
tournament title and an NCAA 
berth. The Blues had overcame 
the Bruins and the Loggers again 
in the NCAA first round, reaching 
the Elite Eight in the NCAA na-
tional tournament.

They were not the favorites–far 
from it. Going into February’s con-
ference meet, the men were in fifth 
and the women in second place in 
the NWC. The Blues proceeded to 
blow their competitors out of the 
water, so to speak, as both the men 
and women claimed NWC champi-
onship titles and collectively broke 
nearly three dozen school, confer-
ence and championship meet re-
cords. Four swimmers represent-
ed Whitman at Nationals in Texas.

Historically one of Whitman’s 
strongest programs, men’s ten-
nis stuck to their narrative of suc-
cess with a 12-0 conference re-
cord and three of its six overall 
losses coming against Division I 
teams. The men conquered George 
Fox and Lewis & Clark handily in 
the NWC Tournament, sealing the 
conference title and guaranteeing a 
spot in the national tournament lat-
er this month.

Whitman’s Hall of Fame and trophies fill display cases in Sherwood Center. The 
Hall of Fame was started in 2003.  Photo by Ridley Eastland-Fruit.

from SWEETS, page 1

Photo by Gaby Thomas.

Photo by Henry Honzel.Photo by Henry Honzel.

Photo by Tywen Kelly.Photo by Tywen Kelly.

Remembering this year’s greatest performances

The women entered the NWC 
championship match tied with 
Lewis and Clark at an 11-1 confer-
ence record. The season had pro-
gressed well, marked by a memo-
rable win at the University of Red-
lands and a fruitful midseason trip 
to Virginia. Grinding past Lewis 
& Clark and Linfield in the NWC 
Tournament, the women claimed 
the NWC title and are awaiting 
their spot in the first round of this 
month’s national tournament.
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by ALISSA ANTILLA & 
ALEX BROCKMAN
 Staff Reporters

WALLA WALLA: SIN CITY

Wolfe’s brothel, the Coasthouse (far right), was located next door to The Drummheller Building (above) on Alder Street.  Contributed by Whitman College NW Archives

In her research, Bartman re-
lied on first person interviews with 
people who are passionate about 
Walla Walla and its history, as 
there are no real historical records 
of the brothels’ existence. A lot of 
it is based off of rumor and myth.

“People don’t really want to 
talk about it, obviously,” Bartman 
said.

As a flourishing, archetypal 
pioneer town, with a similar pop-
ulation size to Seattle in the 19th 
century, young men who missed 
their chance during the San Fran-
cisco gold rush flocked to Walla 
Walla to test their luck at the gold 
mines in nearby Idaho.

The mining drew Chinese im-
migrants, too; many became rail-
road workers and Chinatown was 
set up on Main Street, right where 
the Farmer’s Market is now.

Walla Walla became a town of 
mining, railroads and agriculture.

“So obviously it’s super mas-
culine, like a lot of young, single 
males. I think that’s why it was a 
such a specific, archetypal West-
ern [town],” Bartman said.

In such a masculine town, 
brothels were set up to serve men’s 
interests. Marked as “F.B.” (for 
“female boarding”) on historical 
maps, the brothels interestingly 
surrounded City Hall and the fire 
station. We went to check them out 
after a quick pit stop at Madame 
Josephine Wolfe’s grave.

The first stop on our journey 
was the grave of Josephine Wolfe, 
Madame of the Coast House Broth-
el and her “girls” at the Mountain 
View Cemetery.

Wolfe, fondly called “Dutch 
Jo,” came to Walla Walla around 
1860 when her husband was shot 
during a card game in San Francis-
co. With her she brought a ragtag 
group of girls, and the troop traveled 
throughout the Pacific Northwest, 
searching for towns where men, 
who worked in solitary jobs like 
mining and military work, might 
have an increased desire for woman.

Wolfe opened a well-renowned 
brothel in Walla Walla called “The 
Coast House” whose patrons in-
cluded many high standing citizens, 
from the mayor to members of the 
fire department. Crockett shared 
an anecdote passed down in Wal-
la Walla history that illustrates the 
highly respected customers of her 
brothel.

“They say once there was some 
kind of emergency in the city and 
there was a shut down or there was 
an illness or something. But whatev-
er it was, some bullshit story, but the 
mayor, the head of the fire depart-
ment and the chief of police were 
all locked in [the brothel] until they 
could get out,” Crockett said.

As with many of the details 

surrounding the brothels of Walla 
Walla, Jo Wolfe and her “girls” are 
women of great mystery. In her will, 
Jo Wolfe requested that all photos of 
her be disposed of and no documen-
tation was kept about the names of 
the prostitutes due to the town’s ex-
clusion of them as citizens.

Bartman commented on the 
women’s anonymity: “I tried to find 
out who the other girls were that 
worked there or that lived here and 
there is no information about them 
at all. People just don’t wanna talk 
about it.”

Arriving at Mountain View 
Cemetery, we set off in search of the 
last surviving artifact of Jo Wolfe–
her grave. Alissa spotted it first–
a tall monument in a sea of small 
tombstones. According to Crockett, 
many of the  prostitutes were buried 
around Wolfe’s grave, each marked 
solely with a first name, most of 
which were Sarah. Looking around 
the grave, we found no headstones 
for the girls and were left to won-
der where they had gone. Had they 
been removed or had the grass sim-
ply grown over them? There was no 
way to know, but nonetheless, the 
lack of recognition for these wom-
en’s lives points to the discrimina-
tion that these women faced day to 
day and the loss of these women’s 
story in the collective memory of 

Walla Walla.
As much as the lives and stories 

of these women have been swept un-
der the rug, Jo Wolfe continues to be 
a heroic figure in the town’s imag-
ination.

“She’s a celebrity in the city. 
She was a philanthropist. When she 
died she had all of her documents 
destroyed. But she’s a celebrity and 
her will was published. I found her 
will published in a Yakima news-
paper. Right, that’s how much mon-
ey and how generous she was. She’s 
giving a third of her money to or-
phans, a third of the money to the 
fire department. So yeah, fire de-
partment–go figure,” Crockett said.

As the life of Wolfe lives on 
through her self-curated image, the 
lives of the prostitutes and the histo-
ry surrounding the brothels of Wal-
la Walla has been overlooked. The 
mystery continues to live on as we 
lack documentation of these events.

“Walla Walla has these certain 
parts of our history that we like to 
talk about, like the Pendleton Round 
Up, and we have these plays about 
all of these wonderful white savior 
things,” Bartman said. “And this is 
another part of our history that is 
skimmed over and not talked about, 
and that is shown by the fact that 
we don’t know anyone who was in-
volved in it or wants to talk about it.

Stop 1: The Graveyard

Wolfe, a Walla Walla brothel owner in the late 19th century, is buried in Mountain 
View Cemetery on 2nd Ave. Photo by Alex Brockman.

Stop 2: The Brothels
Crockett showed us images of 

brothels from old Sanborn maps, 
made for the purpose of fire in-
surance. The maps served as foot-
prints for old buildings, made eve-
ry few years.

Crockett also drew our at-
tention to the State Hotel, a large 
brothel on Rose and 3rd near City 
Hall. Back then, there was a fire 
house downstairs and city hall up-
stairs.

Since there is so little known 
about the brothels, we decided to 
dig around in the archives for the 
letters and interviews that com-
prise Walla Walla’s knowledge of 
the brothels.

A letter to the archives from 
Ward Gardner read: “West of the 
fire station on Rose Street to the 
building on the corner ... These 
were houses of ill repute.”

Just as there is no record of 
the prostitutes since they were not 
listed as residents, there is no vi-
able record of the brothels’ exist-
ence, as they were marked with 
the unofficial designator “F.B.” 
(for female boarding) on the maps.

“This is what we get from the 
Sanborn maps. We have to imag-
ine. We can only use our imagina-
tion. We have no idea about what 
these buildings look like,” Crock-
ett said. “This is like make-be-
lieve. There are a bunch of signi-
fiers and you can start to put it all 
together in your head. But it only 
exists on these maps. We don’t 
have photographs.”

It was common for the broth-
els to be disguised as hotels or sa-
loons, with the brothels tucked 
away upstairs and in the back.

However, everyone knew 
about them.

An anonymous note found 
in the archives read: “On week-
ends, you could hardly get through 
the crowds of such men gathered 
around the saloons of Main Street 
between 3rd and 6th. A wom-
an didn’t dare walk on the north 

side of Main where most saloons 
were.”

Crockett added, “No families 
were living right downtown. The 
nearest families would be like be-
hind Safeway or on Birch Street. 
Right, so downtown: Main, Alder, 
Rose Streets, that’s where business 
is done. That’s men’s domain.”

These areas used to be taboo. 
Now it’s the place for a fun Satur-
day morning outing to the Farm-
er’s Market, which is down the 
street from a former brothel, or at-
tending an event at Main Street 
Studios, which is right across the 
street from a former brothel.

These areas impacted Whit-
man students much differently 
back then than they do now.

Stephen Penrose was strict 
about keeping females on cam-
pus. No sorority housing was al-
lowed because of the brothels and 
women weren’t allowed to go fur-
ther than the Beta House, which 
was a women’s residence before 
it became a frat house. As for the 
Whitman men, they frequented the 
brothels, according to Crockett.

In addition to college stu-
dents, firefighters and policemen 
were huge patrons of the brothels.

“Friday was big brothel day 
for the police department,” Crock-
ett said. “The police department 
would go around town doing in-
spections and basically end up at 
the brothel and then kill the rest of 
the day.”

Their fun was presumably put 
to an end once the “Red Light” law 
was enacted. A newspaper article 
from June 10, 1913, announced 
that “Houses of Prostitution Will 
Close Tonight” and “members of 
the police department have given 
instructions to keep close watch 
on the rooming houses of the city 
and effort will be made to keep the 
city clean.” Prostitution was offi-
cially made illegal in 1914.

The brothel on West Main 
even had a sign up that said “no 

girls” to lead people away from 
thinking that it was no longer a 
brothel. However, people knew 
that it was still a brothel and didn’t 
start persecuting brothel own-
ers until the 1960s in an effort to 
change Walla Walla’s “sin city” 
image.

Ironically, the enforcers of the 
“Red Light” law doubled as pa-
trons. In “Outlaws of the Pacif-
ic Northwest,” Bill Gulick writes 
that a prostitute “had scarlet fever 
and quarantined the house for two 
weeks. None of the people present 
were permitted to leave. The list 
of detainees included the mayor, 
fire chief, police chief, a Catholic 
priest, an Episcopalian minister, a 
newspaper publisher and six mer-
chants.”

There is even rumored to be 
tunnels underground for people to 
use to get to brothels, but Crockett 
doesn’t buy it.

“Those are the stupid things 
we cling to! We cling to stupid 
anecdotes about people’s lives, 
generations of people and it’s all 
a mystery we just really don’t 
know,” Crockett said. “We don’t 
have those autobiographies of ‘My 
Life in Walla Walla as a Chinese 
Man in the Early 20th Century.’ 
That book was never written ... Or 
maybe it’s in a tunnel somewhere.”

“Sin City” had run its course. 
By 1960, the archetypal Western 
pioneer town was no longer en-
thralling.

“This was a really downbeat 
city. Walla Walla was not a desir-
able place to be in 1960,” Crockett 
said. “It was basically a dying city. 
Decaying. Everyone was moving 
out to the suburbs. Downtown was 
just saloons and run-down build-
ings, and then they started knock-
ing them all down. This is all part 
of that idea of urban renewal, 
clearing out the brothels.” 

Now all this has disappeared, 
leaving a cute, naive little Walla 
Walla in its place. 

from WW BROTHEL, page 1

The Rose Rooms, located inside of a building at 208 W. Main St., were purportedly 
used for brothel activity in the 1880s. The building also housed liquor stores, gam-
bling halls and billiard parlors at the time.  Contributed by Matt Banderas.
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For some the phrase “labor 
rights” might call to mind that 
grainy photo from the Law-

rence Strike, the one with a mob of 
flag bearing laborers facing down a 
row of well armed soldiers. For oth-
ers it might evoke the bloodstained 
face from the famed “Odessa 
Steps” scene in Eisenstein’s “Bat-
tleship Potemkin,” or maybe one 
of the spectacular tracking shots 
of protesters marching through the 
streets of Havana in Kalatazov’s “I 
Am Cuba,” or perhaps that shot of 
workers descending into the depths 
in Fritz Lang’s “Metropolis.”

Notice that all these images—
the most emblematic images of the 
labor rights movement—are black 
and white. They are, in other words, 
old. They belong to an age when 
films were shot in monochrome out 
of necessity rather than for artis-
tic effect, an age when going to the 
movies was a once-in-a-week com-
munal event.

So, what happened? Did the 
issue of labor rights just disappear 
in the post-Technicolor age? Have 
we entered a utopia where the least 
well off are no longer exploited? Or 
is something far more sinister at 
play?

The answer is that since at 
least the 1950s there has been a 
sustained attack on laborers in 
the Western World. Workers have 
been atomized and rendered voice-
less. As a result, the organizers of 
unions have had to move under-
ground, forming vast networks of 
salts (people employed in low-wage 
work with the intent of organizing a 
union) working just under the nos-
es of business owners. Only occa-
sionally do their efforts bubble to 
the surface, often taking the form of 
a set of demands or a protest.

The last time I wrote an arti-
cle on this topic I was spurred by 
the October 5 protests at Harvard. 
This time I’m responding to some-
thing far closer to home—the un-
ionization of Bon Appetit (which, 
it should be noted, is a subsidiary 
of Compass Group, the largest con-
tract food service company in the 
world) at Lewis and Clark college.

In both these cases—Har-
vard and L&C—there was hardly 
any coverage by mainstream news 
networks. In the first there was a 
blurb in the New York Times, but 
the bulk of commentary could only 
be found in alternative sources like 
Democracy Now and ZNet. In the 
second, the only article that I could 
find was put out by the union itself 
and could only be accessed via Fa-
cebook.

This is a travesty. When we 
think of labor rights our thoughts 
shouldn’t immediately dart to those 
black and white images mentioned 
earlier. Instead, we should be think-
ing about all the little acts of dis-
sent happening every day right be-
low our noses.

RINA
CAKRANI
Columnist

Silent 
union 
voices If you have ever wondered what the 

female version of Trump would 
be like, the answer is Marine Le 

Penn, one of the candidates in the 
French presidential election, who 
is now in the second and final stage 
against Emmanuel Macron. Many re-
member her for going against her fa-
ther for the leadership of the far right 
party, the National Front, but she has 
become pretty famous in her own 
right with her declarations against 
the foreigners in France, her racist re-
marks and her skepticism towards 
organizations such as NATO. She 
wants to abandon the EURO, rene-
gotiate France EU’s membership be-
fore holding a referendum and deport 
all the illegal immigrants. She plans 
to cut legal immigration to 10,000 in 
a year and ban any conspicuous re-
ligious symbols in public, such as 
headscarves. What has mostly attract-
ed attention are her speeches and in-
terviews in which she openly ex-

presses her opposition towards immi-
grants or foreigners in general, giving 
a strong indication of her racism that 
deteriorates the image of France, one 
of the most crucial countries for the 
EU. Even during the EURO soccer 
championship last year, she refused to 
attend or support the French national 
team, saying that the team didn’t rep-
resent France due to the many Black 
players that are part of it. But this is 
not the most outrageous of her state-
ments. She provoked fury when she 
said that the French state was not to 
blame for deporting Jews from Paris 
to concentration camps during World 
War II.
However, these statements have not 
provoked a strong opposition to her 
and it is not weird that she has gath-
ered many supporters over the past 
few years. Because of  the past ter-
roristic attacks that have of course 
been blamed upon the many Muslim 
immigrants that are in France, while 
some others have been convinced by 
the disappointing politics of the last 
10 years and in particular with the 
presidency of the current president 
Hollande, who lacked personality 
and decision-making power and only 
managed to create headlines with 
scandals related to his personal life.
I think that despite her political  re-
semblance to Donald Trump, she is 
different in that she seems compe-

tent, authoritative and not a reality 
show personality. She knows what 
she is doing and has clear plans and is 
not overruled by her emotions when 
she speaks in public. Her supporters 
could see in her a strong figure who 
will take the presidency seriously and 
won’t abuse with her role. I be-
lieve that differently from 
the American context, 
what has given her can-
didacy a boost, is the 
general feeling that 
the EU has become 
a form of German 
imperialism, the 
idea that the French 
society is being as-
similated by im-
migrants and is 
losing its iden-
tity, or the con-
stant threat of ter-
roristic attacks that 
have been quite nu-
merous during the 
past two years, is 
influencing peo-
ple to seek solu-
tions that are often 
radical. And Le Pen 
seems to be the key 
to those solutions.

The verdict 
will come 
on May 

7th and although the polls suggest she 
is unlikely to win, one can never be 
sure. People thought Trump wouldn’t 
be able to win, but surprisingly he did 
and the same could win this upcom-
ing Sunday.

French election signals danger

The Board of Trustees made a 
mistake. They grew the fac-
ulty too much, too quickly 

over the last few years, and now are 
needing to make cuts, which they 
are doing by not renewing certain 
tenure track positions of retiring 
professors. There is no way for this 
process to go smoothly, because no 
matter which positions are not re-
newed there are going to be fewer 
professors on this campus. This will 
undoubtedly mean some depart-
ments will have to shrink.

Based off of the current plan, 
the departments that will not have 
their faculty positions renewed are 
mostly in the humanities and so-
cial sciences. This seems to show 
that Whitman as a whole is shifting 
its focus away from the liberal arts,  
while continuing to support STEM 
fields, as Matt Reynolds addressed 
in his op-ed. The current student-to-
faculty ratio needs to be increased 
to be more sustainable.

I’m going to ask a question, and 
it’s going to make a lot of students 
and faculty upset. What is the better 
option? One of the key factors in de-
termining which positions wouldn’t 
be renewed was the number of stu-
dents majoring in those depart-
ments and the class sizes. This 
seems to have erupted in a war: hu-
manities and social sciences versus 
STEM. The cause? What students 
want to major in.

Studying chemistry, I haven’t 
had equal access to smaller classes. 
I’ve been in overfilled labs, where 
we have to partner up since there 
isn’t enough lab space. I’ve been 
waitlisted for classes required for 
my major, while my social science 
friends are getting cozy with their 
professors in three-person history 
classes. I was shocked to learn that 
Whitman’s student to faculty ra-
tio was eight students, because I’ve 
only experienced that in four of the 
classes I’ve ever taken. I’m abso-
lutely jealous of the small class siz-
es that other students experience, 
but I accepted that I wouldn’t have 
that with my major.

Some students and profes-
sors are suggesting that Whitman 
shouldn’t let half of the first year 
class take General Chemistry in or-
der to encourage them to try oth-
er fields (157 students took Gener-
al Chemistry in the fall of 2016). 
However, there is a national trend 
towards STEM fields that isn’t go-
ing to go away anytime soon. Blame 
it on the Recession of 2008, blame it 

on parents pressuring their children 
into STEM for stable jobs, blame 
it on Whitman’s Communications 
Department promoting our scienc-
es. Whatever way you see it, stu-
dents are going to continue major in 
Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Math-
ematics and now Computer Sci-
ence. Whitman can either continue 
to support STEM and grow the de-
partments or suffer financially.

It is indeed unfortunate that 
the specific positions that won’t be 
filled are key in those departments. 
But, Whitman’s mission is to pro-
vide a well-rounded education in 
the liberal arts and sciences that en-
courages “creativity, character, and 
responsibility.” Regardless of their 
major, every student came to Whit-
man looking for a liberal arts edu-
cation. And, even with these facul-
ty changes, students will get that. 
But, tell me, how can Whitman fair-
ly support students in every depart-
ment when there are some classes 
with just a handful of students and 
other classes with every chair filled 
in Brattain Auditorium and ten stu-
dents squeezed around a tiny table 
during office hours?

My favorite classes at Whit-
man haven’t been in STEM. They 
have been in English, World Liter-
ature and Rhetoric. I can graduate 
this month confident that Whitman 
pushed me to take classes outside of 
STEM that helped me be more criti-
cal, thoughtful and communicative. 
But, unfortunate as it is, if the num-
ber of faculty needs to be reduced 
for Whitman to be financially sta-
ble, it only makes sense to shrink 
departments with less students. It’s 
a lot easier to not backfill positions 
than to let tenured professors go.

Illustration by Meg Cuca

NIKOLAUS
KENNELLY
Columnist

Voices from the Community What’s your message for the graduating seniors?
Photos by North Bennet

CHRIS
REIMANN 
Junior

“When you see ducks 
crossing the road, help 
them.”

IAN
BECKER
Senior

“Take a deep breath, re-
lax, and go have fun in 
the wider world.”

ROSE
JONES
Sophomore

“Don’t have dreams 
and the world will open 
to you.”

CLARA
GREENSTEIN
First year 

“Make terrible decisions 
while you still can.”

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

by MITCHELL SMITH
Editor-in-Chief

by MARRA CLAY
Publisher

This weekend, Whitman’s 
Board of Trustees will likely 
approve the search and sub-

sequent filling of three new tenured 
faculty positions, in the economics, 
music and chemistry departments. 
The real story, however, is the 
treacherous path the administra-
tion has set for Whitman through 
its method of choosing which po-
sitions to approve and which areas 
of Whitman’s curriculum to ignore.

Provost Alzada Tipton and 
President Kathy Murray whit-
tled the original requests for facul-
ty positions next year down to this 
small number at the Board’s re-
quest—in an effort to begin to in-
crease Whitman’s student to fac-
ulty ratio from 8.4-1 to 10-1. Ac-
cording to Tipton, the factors con-
sidered when choosing which posi-
tions to renew or add were the po-
sition’s department’s popularity 
among students, whether the loss 
of the position would cause the de-
partment to lose an area of special-
ty or threaten the existence of the 
department, and whether the posi-
tion fits the mission of the college.

This list of reasons seems to 
ensure that Whitman’s curriculum 
is not damaged by cutting facul-
ty seats. But instead of using these 
criteria, the school seems to be hap-
hazardly subtracting by not retain-
ing retiring professors. Among po-
sitions not recommended to the 
Trustees are replacements for retir-
ing professors David Schmitz, who 
specializes in twentieth century 
U.S. History, and Dennis Crocket, a 
professor of European Art History.

Allowing these positions not 
to be filled suggests that Mur-
ray and Tipton failed to meet their 
own criteria. Despite the Histo-
ry and Art History Departments 
not having many majors, class-
es in Schmitz’s and Crocket’s sub-
jects have always been popular and 
are integral to both departments. 
Imagine an Art History depart-
ment without a specialist in the Re-
naissance, Baroque art or Impres-
sionism. It would almost be like 
teaching chemistry without us-
ing the periodic table, and it’s hap-
pening next year at Whitman.

As for whether the loss of these 
positions threatens their depart-
ments, students admitted to Whit-
man interested in History or Art 
History will likely turn to one of 
Whitman’s peer institutions that 
still value the contributions of 
twentieth century American His-
tory and European Art Histo-
ry to their respective departments.

The Trustees and school ad-
ministration are clearly mak-
ing a numbers-based decision. 
While these types of decisions 
make sense on paper and in board-
room meetings, they do not ade-
quately encompass the importance 
of equally valuing all academ-
ic disciplines in a liberal arts in-
stitution. Whitman must respond 
to what students want, but not to 
the extent of allowing the whims 
of 18 year olds to permanent-
ly alter a liberal arts curriculum.

Like everything at Whitman, 
this is not made in a vacuum. The 
suspension and subsequent review 
of the Global Studies Program was 
also a numbers-based decision 
made, ironically enough, because 
the college needed more profes-
sors to teach social science class-
es. Finally, the transition of the Stu-
dent Engagement Center from un-
der student activities to the Dean 
of Faculty is another numbers-
based decision, made to increase 
the SEC’s funding and integrate 
it into the Whitman curriculum.

Instead of allowing these small 
steps to happen without question, 
we should notice the larger con-
text in which they are made. Whit-
man has moved towards more num-
bers-based decision-making and 
away from encouraging the non-
vocational, learning for the sake 
of learning kind of curriculum 
that forms the basis of any liber-
al arts institution. If that’s what 
the Whitman community wants, 
so be it. But we should at least rec-
ognize, ask questions, and have a 
say in the direction of the college.

In defense of the Board of Trustees We should connect the dots

  So, what happened? 
Did the issue of labor 
rights just disappear in 
the post-Technicolor 
age? Have we entered a 
utopia where the least 
well off are no longer 
explained? 
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What started as a friend-
ly swap of Walla Walla 
college newspaper arti-

cles two weeks ago quickly turned 
into an all out battle. Despite the 
well-meaning effort, the swap did 
not go according to plan.

In order to encourage a sense 
of community between the two 
Walla Walla colleges, Whit-
man and Walla Walla Universi-
ty switched content in hopes of 
showing students that while the 
two schools are different, they ac-
tually have many similarities.

“At first, everyone seemed to 
love the idea,” The Wire Editor-in-
Chief Mitchell Smith said. “The 
Editor-in-Chief of the WWU pa-
per, ‘The Collegian,’ emailed 
us and said the students enjoyed 
reading articles written by Whit-
man students. Whitties told The 
Wire staff that they loved the 
WWU articles as well.”

Just as it seemed as though 
everything was going well, Pres-
ident Murray received an email 
from the president of WWU. The 
subject read “Fostering Commu-
nity,” but the email was actually 
a declaration of war against Whit-
man. President Murray immedi-
ately sent an email to the student 
body warning people to prepare 
for the biggest war of the century, 
but no one read the email because 
it was sent via the student listserv.

Apparently, WWU students 
were disgusted by the humor sec-
tion of The Wire, prompting them 
to stock up on automatic and nu-
clear weapons, and ultimately de-
clare war. “It just wasn’t funny,” 
a WWU student told The Wire as 
she reloaded her gun. “It made me 
sick to my stomach, actually.”

World War Walla Walla is set 
to take place Oct. 18, following 
the beginning of the hot air bal-
loon festival.  

Cartoon by Nick Sekits

Why one local voter 
believes hoverboards 
are the most pressing 

issue in America

Three decades ago, the hover-
board was a relatively new 
and very exciting concept, 

first popularized by the “Back to 
the Future” film series. Although 
fictional, the thought of mounting 
this levitating board and zoom-
ing around town has captivated 
many since its emergence. Nowa-
days, the term refers to an expen-
sive plastic toy that cool boys like 
to ride around on and pick up fine 
honeys with–and it doesn’t even 
hover.

To some, however, the origi-
nal notion of a levitating transpor-
tation device and all of its prom-
ised features are not a lost cause. 
One Walla Walla man, Tebin He-
geman, has been regularly advo-
cating for the creation of real-life 
hoverboards since at least 2003.

Hoverboards, he argues, are 
the single most important topic 

in America’s political climate to-
day–yet no one seems to be talk-
ing about them. “Global warm-
ing? No. Women’s rights? Nuh-
uh. The war with ISIS? Get out of 
town. These issues PALE in com-
parison to what I’m fighting for 
here. But they all have one thing 
in common: they could all be 
solved with some goddamn hov-
erboards.”

When asked to clarify his po-
sition, Hegeman replied, “Just 
think about it. HOVERING to 
the grocery store. HOVERING to 
your parole meetings. HOVER-
ING to your grandmother’s cas-
ket. I’m quakin’ in my Carhartt™ 
workpants just imagining it.” He-
geman, also a prominent flat-
earther, explains that spreading 
a message is easy, so long as you 
have a penis and can yell a lot. He 
hopes to visit NASA’s headquar-
ters in Washington D.C. to raise 
awareness of hoverboards in the 
near future.

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Gamer Girl

WWU 
declares war 
on Whitman 
after failed 
newspaper 
experiment

MOODYTUNES: The Encounter

by REBECCA GLUCK
Cat Cradler

In a last ditch effort to capture 
the Board of Trustees’ atten-
tion, Divest Whitman has sac-

rificed one of its members and 
spread the entrails all through-
out Memorial, spelling out pro-
tests like “Coal Kills,” “Divest” 
and, in one case that seemed to 
defy the amount of innards avail-

able, “Stop Putting our Money in 
Corporations that Harm the Plan-
et, Please.”

Many students feel extreme-
ly passionate about divesting, and 
so the club had to hold a raffle 
drawing in order to decide who 
would be the lucky one to get sac-
rificed for the cause. First year 
Yuri Chapette got the honors, and 
strode into the pentagram with 
pride shining in her eyes.

“We had tried everything,” 
said club leader Ratchett John-
son, still dressed in a blood-
smeared sacrificial robe. “We’ve 
put signs up in front of Mem, 
we’ve cut out so many squares 
of orange felt and we even put 
on a fake wedding that turned 
weird when we realized we’d 
gotten a real officiant. And then 
I thought, ‘You know what we 
haven’t tried?’”

The Board of Trustees, how-
ever, remains unimpressed. 
“We’ve seen our share of ritu-
al sacrifices and Dark Magik,” 
said one member. “The last peo-
ple that tried this ended up in that 
walkway by Maxey.” Though 
Whitman will not be divesting 
anytime soon, the Board is real-
ly looking forward to seeing what 
the Divest Whitman club will try 
next.

by CLARA WHEELER
Level 2 Paladin
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DIVEST 
WHITMAN HAS 

SACRIFICED 
ONE OF ITS OWN

This week, Wire reporters went 
behind the scenes at a liber-
al boot camp to get the in-

side scoop on how to transform im-
mature high schoolers into polit-
ically correct and tolerant adults.

When we arrived, the sol-
diers of the army of equality were 
doing squats as a gruff but lova-
ble Captain strode among their 
ranks. “Fifty more reps of ‘I’m 
a valuable contribution to socie-
ty!’” the Captain shouted. “Sir, yes 
sir!” came a swift reply from the 
squatters. “Gender is a spectrum!” 
yelled the captain. “You may ad-
dress me as cherished friend!”

“Yes, cherished friend!”
The next day, the aspiring lib-

erals were roused from their beds 
at the crack of noon by a full or-
chestra playing Tchaikovs-
ky’s “Waltz from Swan Lake,” 
to go on a 5K charity run to raise 
money for Planned Parenthood.

Other activities included as-
sembling a functional government 
blindfolded out of pieces left over 
from previous administrations. 
“Sometimes it can be really tricky,” 
said Private Eye, blindfolded and 
talking while he worked. “Like, how 
do I fund schools and protect the en-
vironment?” He held up the finished 
work, which was not perfect but still 

better than the pieces he started with.
Next, they went to the tar-

get range to shoot down stere-
otypes. “Marriage = One Man, 
One Woman,” one target said be-
fore it was shot down with a 
“Love Triumphs” bullet. A tar-
get with a picture of religious-
based attacks was brought down 
by the caring community rocket.

Those who are on the fast track 
to success wake up early to practice 

looking mildly indignant. “There’s a 
fine line between indignant and of-
fended,” said one soldier, Private Bi-
zness. “You don’t want the recipi-
ent of the gaze to feel like they need 
to apologize to you, but they should 
apologize for what they said.”

As graduates from the pro-
gram, these soldier’s responsibilities 
will include going out into the public 
and making others feel guilty for not 
being as politically correct as them. 

by CLARA WHEELER
Satire page MVP

Behind the scenes at the liberal boot camp

Illustration by Meg Cuca


