
“Best job I ever had,” says my 
mother of the night pea com-
bine shift, Walla Walla sum-

mer of ‘76, open cabin under Orion, Big 
Dipper, level above the hydraulics of 
the hillside behemoth, snatching peas 
till pb&j 2 a.m. lunch (she took 2 p.m. 
lunch in the kiddie pool). Before harvest 

began, she pulled rye out of the wheat 
fields. Showed up at “day job” spot on 
Main Street. Guy came along, snagged 
her and some other workers and took 
them to the fields and spaced them out 
and told them to walk in a straight line. 
“We were grease monkeys,” she said. 
“We wore the mechanic one piecers and 
carried around a canister of lubricant 
to keep our pea combines purring ... We 
weren’t bringing home any fancy bot-

tles of wine, that’s for sure!”
Summer of ‘17: Swimming pool, and 

bar pool, and herbs, and herb, and bas-
ketball, and potlucks, and fermenta-
tion by commission and omission both. 
The summer crew knew what it had. But 
did we squander it? Did we ever have 
chance?

My friend Nadir Ovcina, ‘17, who now 
is teaching English in the East, once 
said that summer is over at the Fourth 

of July. Independence day. The terminal 
of the upswing, when freedom, the ex-
panse, the possibilities oppress by their 
untenable vastness, defined by nothing 
more than a looming end. The engine 
stalls, the momentum succumbs to in-
ertia, the inflection point, zero gravity 
before the fall back into the doldrums. 
Paige Dempsey called it the Deep Sum-
mer. 

[The] play is 
based around the ide-
as of love and [class].”
John Lyon
Senior

Joel Barton, ‘19,  cools off at Palouse falls.  “I think the first couple weeks were kind of tough transitioning,” he said of his summer in Walla Walla. “But when I started to realize all the people that were on campus, all the poten-
tial friends, it got way better. Working less would have been good. I spent so much time trying to make money and didn’t devote enough time to freinds and family.”  Photo by Tywen Kelly
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“As You Like It” : An annual 
evening of Shakespeare

CHARLOTTESVILLE
REFLECTIONS

Young roster 
for men’s 
soccer

Pg. 5Pg. 3

On August 21, Walla Walla caught 
a glimpse of what has become 
known as “The Great American 

Eclipse.”
The eclipse’s path sliced through the 

continental United States from the Pa-
cific Northwest, where it could first be 
seen, all the way through South Caroli-
na to the Atlantic.

Walla Walla was within the moon’s 
penumbral shadow, meaning that only 
a partial eclipse, approximately 96.6 
percent, was visible on August 21. On 
campus, a crowd of community mem-
bers, students, staff and faculty gath-
ered at the west end of Ankeny Field. 
In front of the science building, the as-
tronomy department had set up a sun 
funnel that projected the shape of the 
eclipse enlarged on paper. With glass-
es or pinhole viewers the small crowd 
watched as the moon moved from west 
to east until almost completely cover-
ing the sun. 

As the eclipse began, crescent shapes 
appeared in the shadows of tree leaves 
on the grass and sidewalks. One stu-

dent, senior theater major Teal Kurnie, 
brought along a colander when she ex-
perienced the eclipse from Ankeny to 
projecting dozens of tiny crescents.

The maximum coverage of the sun 
peaked at about 10:30 a.m., where only 
a small sliver of sun was visible. At this 
point, the temperature dropped no-
ticeably and the sunny day became 
darker.

“It was a weird sort of darkness that 
happened,” said Kurnie. “The way I’ve 
described it is it seemed as if – when it 
got [near totality]– like a poorly shot 
movie in which they are trying to make 
daylight look like nighttime. It didn’t 
feel like quite night or bright sunlight.”

In the zone of full totality, howev-
er, it was a different experience. Sen-
ior environmental studies-sociology 
major Henry Fitzpatrick observed the 
event from John Day Wilderness, OR 
– a few hours drive south from Walla 
Walla. With a few other Whitman stu-
dents, they camped on Forest Service 
land and hiked up a hill the next morn-
ing armed with solar glasses, all the 
eclipse-themed beer they could find 
and a cardboard box magnifier.

On the sunny evening of August 
31, Whitman’s student theater 
helped kick off the start of the 

school year with a welcoming rendi-
tion of Shakespeare’s comedy, “As You 
Like It.”

The play follows a young woman 
named Rosalind and her cousin Celia 
as they are banished to the Forest of Ar-
den. They wander around the woods, 
meet various wacky characters and find 

love.
The performance certainly embod-

ied the comedic spirit of the piece. 
Through authentic expression and plen-
ty of good humor from the actors, the 
often-difficult language of Shakespeare 
reached through to the audience. Char-
acters in love behaved foolishly and elic-
ited fondness from viewers.

This play was part of an annual tra-
dition of Shakespeare plays performed 
at the start of the school term, and is a 
great way to introduce new students to 
Whitman’s theater program.

Kristina Roy, ‘18, and Emma Cooper, ‘19, play two loyal cousins in Shakespeare’s comedy “As You Like It.”  
Photo by Caroline Ashford-Arya

by MICHELLE FOSTER
Staff Reporter

Associate Professor of Astronomy and General Studies Andrea Dobson views the so-
lar eclipse through a sun funnel projection on Ankeny Field. In Walla Walla, the eclipse 
was visible at 96.6 percent totality. Photo by Tywen Kelly

by MARTINA PANSZE
Editor-in-Chief

PARTIAL ECLIPSE VISIBLE

see ECLIPSE, page 2

by ANDREW SCHWARTZ
Feature Editor

see Deep Summer, page 6

THE WALLA WALLA SUMMER 
BRIMMED WITH POTENTIAL. THE 

WHITMAN CREW NUMBERED 
IN THE HUNDREDS, BUT DID IT 

COUNT? DID WE DO ENOUGH? 
DID WE EVER HAVE A CHANCE?

see AS YOU LIKE IT, page 4
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Language Learning Center Manag-
er and Encounters professor Devon 
Wootten is running for Walla Walla 

City Council.
Wootten has lived in Walla Walla for 

six years and has noticed a change in 
the town even in this short time.

“I think we face new issues that are 
tied to the growth of tourism,” Wootten 
said. “We have this amazing econom-
ic engine of tourism, and it’s not going 
to stop. But we have to remember that 
the people who live and work here need 
to be the beneficiaries of this econom-
ic engine.”

The latest presidential election com-
pelled Wootten to become more en-
gaged with local politics. “I love a good 
Facebook rant,” Wootten said, “but after 
November, I wanted to funnel that en-
ergy into something that actually felt 
like it made a difference.” After attend-
ing a few City Council meetings, Woot-
ten understood the process to be tedi-
ous and bureaucratic, but also extreme-
ly important.

Wootten sees the City Council as a 
conduit. Citizens talk to City Council 
members about any concerns they may 
have, and City Council members ex-
plain to citizens the projects going on 
in the county. The Council, to Wootten, 
provides broad directional guidance 
based on conversations its members 
have with the community. “It’s synthe-
sizing the interests from a large group 
of people into something that can ac-
tually work, something that can be put 
into action,” Wootten said.

City Council candidates often run 
unopposed. This year, there is a level of 
enthusiasm that is not always experi-

enced at the local level. For City Council 
Position three, the position Wootten is 
running for, primaries had to be held. 
This was also the case for City Council 
Position one. Three positions out of sev-
en have to be filled this year.

For Whitman students feeling disen-
chanted about the recent presidential 
election, Wootten recommends regis-
tering to vote in Walla Walla County.

“If you’re passionate about local poli-
tics from where you’re from, stay regis-
tered there. But your voice means a lot 
here,” Wootten said. “Your vote means a 
lot here, in a way that it might not else-
where, both ideologically and from a 
perspective of population.”

ASWC President AnnaMarie McCorv-
ie agrees. “We’re not in a national elec-
tion cycle right now, so it’s more impor-
tant to think about Walla Walla. You 
live here, and things going on here will 
affect you.”

Last year, Wootten approached ASWC 
with a project to put voter registration 
forms in the first-year orientation pack-
ets.

Both ASWC and Wootten are passion-
ate about voting in Walla Walla Coun-
ty. The ASWC booth at the activities fair 
featured a collection box and free post-
age to anyone who wanted to drop off 
their forms. They also put a box in the 
mail-room that McCorvie picks up and 
delivers to the county building.

“It is ironic, maybe, that Wootten is 
the one to approach us with this pro-
ject,” McCorvie said. “But I think his 
desire to run for City Council and have 
students vote in Walla Walla come from 
the same place, a good place.”

Whitman students tend to be politi-
cally engaged, but often times that en-
gagement takes place after an event has 
already been planned. “It would be real-

LLC Manager running for City Council
by LINDSEY BRODECK
Staff Reporter
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ly cool to see Whitman students getting 
involved in the front end of things,” Mc-
Corvie said.

Wootten agrees, stressing that any-
one can run for City Council. “If we’re se-

rious about the local as an institution, 
if we’re serious about place as a plank 
of what we are at Whitman, if we’re se-
rious about community engagement, I 
can think of very few things more pow-

erful than being involved in local pol-
itics at the most basic level,” Wootten 
said. “Anyone can run for City Coun-
cil. Students can run for City Council. It 
costs 48 dollars to file.”

Local support for Wootten. Photo by Natalie Mutter

from ECLIPSE, page 1
“The difference between 99 percent 

coverage and totality was really crazy. 
Because even until it was almost cov-
ered it was bright and there was grey 
light, but the moment it’s totally cov-
ered is complete darkness,” Fitzpatrick 
said.

They described the darkness before 
the moment of totality appearing slow-
ly, as if someone was turning up the 
opacity, until suddenly the light went 

out like a switch. In darkness, a few 
stars and Venus were visible.

“It was a really fleeting moment, just 
enough time to look around and get 
the image really burned in your head,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

Professor Nathaniel Paust, the As-
sociate Professor of Astronomy, also 
watched the eclipse from John Day, OR. 
Professor Paust had seen lunar eclips-
es before, but this was his first solar 
eclipse.

“You know, I’ve been studying as-
tronomy for like 22 years now and I 
have this theoretical knowledge of 
how stuff works and why it does what it 
does. But actually seeing the eclipse, it 
was magical,” he said.

Professor Paust has been working on 
a project the past few months in collab-
oration with other professors studying 
the corona, or the sun’s atmosphere, 
that is visible around the edges of the 
moon during a total eclipse.  Pictures 

collected by Professor Paust and the 
collaborators during the eclipse pro-
vide data on the behavior and appear-
ance of the corona influenced by the 
sun’s magnetic fields.

“It was a religious experience, it was 
just so amazingly cool,” said Professor 
Paust of the two short minutes of to-
tality. “It made you understand why 
people who couldn’t predict eclips-
es thought these were cataclysmic 
events.”

Whitman community members enjoy a rare and brief astronomical eperience near Ankeny field. Photo by Tywen Kelly

NEAR TOTALITY ON   
   ANKENY
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The Whitman Internship Grant 
funded 129 student internships 
this summer all over the world, 

from Walla Walla to Thailand.
The Whitman Internship Grant is 

available to any rising sophomores, 
juniors or seniors who have an intern-
ship that matches their career inter-
ests, providing a unique and forma-

tive experience. The grant stipulates 
10 weeks of work, at 20 hours per week 
to receive the $2,500 payment. The in-
ternships ranged in placement from 
stateside to international; this year 
saw eight international internships. 
Another significant number was the 33 
students who had Whitman-funded in-
ternships in Walla Walla. The number 
of students using the grant to stay in 
Walla Walla has been increasing stead-
ily since the start of the grant, indi-
cating that more students are realiz-

ing the value of learning more about 
the community we live in during the 
school year.

Victoria Wolff, the coordinator of 
the grant, sees the increased number 
of internships in Walla Walla as a posi-
tive step towards meshing the campus 
and the surrounding community.

“There’s a push from students to be 
a member of the [Walla Walla] commu-
nity and a lot of students see the val-
ue in contributing to local nonprof-
its or government agencies,” Wolff 

said. “A lot of students volunteer and I 
think that is often a segue into the Wal-
la Walla community and understand-
ing what types of options are available, 
kind of popping the bubble.”

One of the students who chose to 
stay in Walla Walla was Katy Woo-
dall, a senior sociology major. Woo-
dall worked at Welcome Table Farms; 
a small organic vegetable and flower 
farm. She spent her summer harvest-
ing and selling produce at the farmer’s 
market or farm stand. While connect-

ing with the other Whitman students 
and Walla Wallans around, Woodall 
felt her connection to the land grow as 
well.

“I just hadn’t really spent a lot of 
time with plants and farming or gar-
dening before, and so I feel like I got 
much more intimate knowledge of 
plants and vegetables and flowers,” 
Woodall said. “I think growing your 
own food is a really important act of 
self sufficiency and I also found that it 
connected me to the land in a way that 
I hadn’t been connected before.”

Senior politics major Daniel Pail-
thorp stayed in Walla Walla this sum-
mer as well, doing political organiza-
tion in the local community. Pailthorp 
worked for the Walla Walla Democrats 
doing non-partisan research on af-
fordable housing. He conducted inter-
views with many different members 
of both the Whitman and Walla Wal-
la community in order to publish rel-
evant information on affordable hous-
ing for the area.

Pailthorp mentioned that through 
the process of interviewing and inter-
acting with more of the community, 
he felt more connected to Walla Wal-
la in a way that isn’t as possible during 
the school year.

“Through a community internship, I 
was able to speak to community mem-
bers, which is something I think my-
self and most Whitman students don’t 
actually do – go and talk to the people 
that work downtown or own a busi-
ness downtown. Being able to do that, 
I was able to get a sense of what their 
opinions are on just simple communi-
ty issues, and on bigger national issues 
as well.”

Wolff mentioned her desire to make 
these otherwise unpaid experiences 
an option for students at Whitman.

“I hope that students feel like they 
have the opportunity to pursue some-
thing they’re really interested in and 
committed to, and that might mean 
taking an unpaid internship and then 
applying for funding,” Wolff said. “I 
would hope that for students this pro-
gram helps them navigate that pro-
cess.”

There are more opportunities to 
participate in a Whitman funded in-
ternship, such as participating in an 
internship in Walla Walla for the fall 
or spring semester. The grant funds 10 
to 12 students each semester. The dead-
line to apply for a fall internship grant 
is September 20, and the hourly pay for 
this grant has been increased to $11.50.

WHITMAN INTERNSHIP 
GRANT IN WALLA WALLA
by KATE GRUMBLES
Staff Reporter

Reflections on Charlottesville
by MAGGIE CHANG
Staff Reporter

Whitman community members gather to discuss Charlottesville. Photos by Tywen Kelly

Walla Walla

129 college supported internships kept 
Whitman students busy summer, 2017.
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Breakdown of Student Engagement Center Internship Grants to Whitman Students during the summer of 2017. Infographic by Peter Eberle

On August 31, Whitman students, 
faculty and staff gathered in 
Reid Coffeehouse to mull over 

reactions to the white supremacist ral-
ly held in Charlottesville, Va.

Daren Mooko, Whitman’s newly ap-
pointed Dean of Students, opened the 
event by summarizing the Charlottes-
ville incident. He was followed by two 
Whitman professors, Erin Pahlke and 
Zahi Zalloua, who spoke about how 

the Charlottesville rally had stemmed 
from hate. They reiterated the impor-
tance of keeping the topic of racism 
circulating in conversation. Attendees 
of the event then formed small groups 
where they discussed their opinions.

“My hope is that the students cur-
rently at Whitman will provide the 
model for how people can disagree, 
how people can have vastly different 
ideas and still stay engaged, how peo-
ple can speak their own truths and not 
shut down a conversation automati-
cally,” said Mooko, who also helped or-

ganize the event.
Funmi Oyekunle, Assistant Direc-

tor of Student Activities at Whitman 
College, also attended Reflections on 
Charlottesville. “Racism is not only 
about physical violence or physical 
acts, but [also allowing people to ben-
efit] from a system of power and priv-
ilege,” Oyekunle said. “It’s not an easy 
conversation to have. That’s why we 
have spaces on campus, like the inter-
cultural center, or why we have the 
Power and Privilege Symposium every 
year, so that students have a space 
where they can unpack those issues of 
identity development, of privilege and 
power, and then have some sort of ac-
tion plan.”

Students also participated in the 
Charlottesville discussion. Serina Vue, 
‘20, said she “wasn’t surprised that it 

happened. All of that hate has always 
been there. And especially now that 
Trump is in a position of power, people 
with those beliefs are feeling more em-
boldened to go out and spread hate.” 
Americans are caught in an increas-
ingly tense political climate under the 
leadership of an undeniably contro-
versial president. Trump has received 
heavy backlash for his Charlottesville 
address in which he said that “very 
fine people were on both sides.”

“I don’t think it’s going to get much 
better any time soon, because I don’t 
think Trump is the problem ... [white 
supremacist groups] now feel em-
boldened and empowered, and that’s 
where the real problem is. There’s all 
kinds of things and Trump and his 
comments are a distraction. The real 
problem is systemic white supremacy 

and racism. [Trump’s voice] is just the 
starting bell,” Mooko said. “I want to 
believe that there won’t be any more 
murders and deaths. I want to believe 
that there won’t be any more torch-lit 
marches through college campuses. 
Sadly, I probably won’t be surprised if 
there are.”

There are things that both students 
and staff can do to contribute to a bet-
ter, less hateful atmosphere. “It begins 
with looking at our community ... we 
need to come together. Being at Whit-
man means recognizing that racism 
and bigotry are not tolerated on our 
campus,” Funmi says. She emphasiz-
es the importance of coming together 
as a community at Whitman College. 
“What we need to do as staff and fac-
ulty is support and validate students’ 
concerns.”
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AS 
YOU 
LIKE

IT 
SHAKESPEARE 

PERFORMED IN THE 
AMPHITHEATER

Donovan Olsen, ’19, directed this stu-
dent-run play. The actors, composed of 
theater majors and non-theater majors 
alike, came to campus two weeks early 
to begin rehearsing. The relatively short 
time during which they could rehearse 
posed a challenge, but the students put it 
together in time for a wonderful perfor-
mance.

The play was performed in the outdoor 
Amphitheater, which served as a suitable 
“Forest of Arden.”

“It [the Amphitheater] kind of opens 
the door in some ways,” Olsen said. 

“There’s entrances and exits from all 
these different pathways … so there are 
just all these different ways people can 
come, which works really well in the 
show because it’s a lot about people just 
meandering through the forest.”

The play not only served as a source 
of laughter but also brought up seri-
ous questions of family, loyalty and love 
through a tangle of relationships. Ols-
en emphasized the closeness of the two 
cousins and their support for each oth-
er, while Roy pointed out another impor-
tant theme.

“Something that might apply to col-

lege students more is the idea of escap-
ing to somewhere else and finding more 
freedom,” Roy said. “There’s idea of mov-
ing away from home…where there’s all 
of these rules that you have to follow, 
and coming to college where there’s a lot 
more freedom—freedom to express your-
self how you want, and exploring rela-
tionships and love.”

The play also touched on gender pres-
entation, something especially relevant 
today. Some traditionally male roles were 
played by female actors, and Rosalind 
dressed as a boy while trying to gain the 
love of Orlando, her suitor, inadvertently 

drawing the affections of a shepherdess. 
Roy spoke to this aspect.

“I want them [the audience] to think 
a little bit about gender expression, be-
cause there’s cross dressing in the play 
and different themes of falling in love 
with people who are presenting in a dif-
ferent way than you’d expect them to, 
and I think it would be an interesting 
conversation that college students would 
be interested in,” Roy said.

John Lyon, who played Orlando, of-
fered another view on how students 
might connect with the performance.

“I think the themes and the characters 

are relatable, and the plots, while they 
may be extreme and the circumstances 
may be dire or over the top, they force the 
viewer to consider kind of more every-
day themes,” Lyon said. “ ‘As You Like It’ is 
a play based around the ideas of love and 
[class]…and I think you don’t have to be 
exiled into a forest by a vengeful aunt to 
understand that.”

Vengeful aunt or not, it appeared that 
most of the audience was engaged with 
the themes in the play, making it a fun 
way for the Whitman community to 
gather and share some Shakespearean 
comedy on a Thursday evening.

John Lyon, ‘18 and Kristina Roy, ‘18 star as Orlando and Rosalind. Photo by Caroline Ashford-Arya

Coming out of internship season, 
The Wire sat down with three stu-
dents who participated in in-

ternships that involved film this past 
summer. 

Allison Hall, a junior film and me-
dia studies major, interned with a 
team at Seattle Children’s Research In-
stitute that studies the intersection 
between adolescent health and so-
cial media. Along with  writing arti-
cles about the research team, Hall also 
worked on a video project showcasing 
the research team members.

Q: What expectations did you have 
going into the internship?

A: I did not expect the technical as-
pect of filmmaking to be as challeng-
ing as it was. There are so many details 
you don’t anticipate like the lighting, 
sound, the equipment you need, the 
angles, etc.

Q: What was the most exciting part 
of your internship?

A: I really like seeing the outcome 
of what I have learned about what I do. 
So something that was really different 
than being at school is that these vid-
eos were published by Seattle’s Chil-
dren Research Institute. They were 
shown to the research team, and they 
are going to be used.

Q: What advice would you give for 
students interested in arts and enter-
tainment internships?

A: I would say don’t be afraid to 
think outside the box because there 

are a lot more internships in arts and 
entertainment than you might think 
if you define [arts and entertainment] 
more broadly. I was part of a scientif-
ic team and doing arts and entertain-
ment, which was unique.

Jordan Miller, a senior film and 
media studies major, joined a small 
team in organizing the fairly new Boi-
se Film Festival, which is taking place 
this year from Sept. 21 to 24. In his in-
ternship Miller took on many roles, 
from digital media marketing to can-
vassing for sponsors.

Q: What expectations did you have 
going into the internship?

A: I had an idea that more of it would 
be creative work. That was most of it 
but there was [also] a lot gritty work.

Q: What was the most exciting part 
of the internship?

A: I developed a really close relation-
ship with the people I was working 
with. I loved working there. I learned 
a lot [too] but in ten years I’ll look back 
and remember Melinda and Alissa, 
not so much the tweet that I sent out. 

Q: What is something you took away 
from the internship?

A: One of the most important things 
I learned this summer was [broaden-
ing] my understanding of what a ca-
reer in arts and entertainment can 
look like. There are many ways to enter 
the world of arts and entertainment 
other than filmmaker, painter, sing-
er, etc. It takes a lot of really brilliant 
minds to make [art programs] happen 
successfully and brilliant minds that 
work differently from one another.

Alissa Soo, a senior economics ma-
jor who also takes lots of sociology 
and Japanese classes, interned at a 
Mi2Media production called “Ask Me 
How I Am,“ a short documentary fo-
cusing on teen mental health and the 
stigma surrounding it.

Q: What were your expectations go-
ing into the internship?

A: I don’t know what I want to do 
with my major so I want to try out 
a lot of different things. So that was 
my thing: to try something new and 
to purposefully do something that I 
hadn’t already had a background in. 
I was a little nervous because I didn’t 
know how to use film equipment. Oth-
erwise I [went in] with an open mind 
and used what I knew about econom-
ics and sociology to contribute to dis-
cussion meetings.

Q: What was it like working for a 
small organization?

A: I sat in on meetings and I was 
able to contribute to the conversa-
tion, which was amazing. Some of it 
was definitely internship work, like re-
search, but discussion-wise they want-
ed to hear what I had to say.

Q: Would you recommend arts and 
entertainment internships to stu-
dents who aren’t majoring in A&E re-
lated majors?

A: Yes, I [would] definitely recom-
mend taking opportunities that take 
you outside your comfort zone. I be-
lieve that art and entertainment is 
very applicable and film is a medium 
that reaches a lot of people in a way 
that technical jobs can’t.

by ZUHRA AMINI
Staff Reporter

Whitman students intern in the arts

Alissa Soo, ‘18 (bottom left), Jordan Mill-
er, ‘18 (left) and Allison Hall ‘19 (right) all 
spent the summer interning in the media 
field. “One of the most important things 
I learned this summer was [broadening] 
my understand of what a career in arts 
and entertainment can look like,“ Miller 
said of his work with the Boise Film Fes-
tival.  Photo by Natalie Mutter

Despite pricey tickets and long 
drives, music festivals are 
sought-after destinations. Peo-

ple jump through hoops to get in and 
stay in, and Whitman students are no 
exception.

This summer,  Merone Hadush  at-
tended Paradiso Festival, an electron-
ic dance music festival held at the 
Gorge Amphitheater in George, Wash.

“I knew the moment [the tick-
ets]  came on sale and was tracking 
them,” Hadush said. “As soon as I 
started my job and got my first pay-
check, it was the first thing I bought.”

Hadush and her friends arrived at 
the festival to find it even more stimu-
lating and exhilarating than she had 
imagined.

“The atmosphere is wild,” Hadush 
said. “People wear practically nothing 
and everyone’s in a great mood. It’s a 
really good time.”

Nowadays, people go just as much 
to meet people and for the benefit of a 
few Instagram shots as they do for the 
music.

“I love listening to really loud mu-

sic and just dancing, but it’s also that 
25,000 other people are with you,” Ha-
dush said. “You meet the most inter-
esting people.”

The festival scene is a wild weekend 
getaway. Surrounded by friends and 
strangers who are soon-to-be-friends, 
the euphoric experience festival go-
ers experience transcends any prob-
lems they may have been dealing with 
in everyday life.

What people do not anticipate how-
ever, is the exhaustion that sets in 
after the first day and the unbeara-
ble heat and dehydration that comes 
with long water refill station lines. 
Hadush even witnessed someone 
fainting from the heat.

Yet festival goers come back year 
after year sporting flower crowns 
and rave gear, part of music festival 
culture once again. They go to great 
lengths to show how hyped up this 
culture has become.

Ann Karneus secured her ticket at 
the last ever Pemberton Music Fes-
tival by becoming a volunteer. She 
spent two days following the festival 
with a trash picker in one hand and a 
garbage bag in the other.

“I was really sick and it was rain-

ing,” Karneus said. “We had to go 
through and clean up every single 
campsite, and you wouldn’t believe 
what people leave behind.”

Nevertheless, the overall experi-
ence overshadowed the drawbacks 
Karneus experienced.

“It was worth it,” Karneus said. “It’s 
just like sensory overload for four 
days straight so I wasn’t expecting to 
get that tired. But I met so many cool 
people,  and once you get there you 
don’t leave, so it’s a nice time to get 
away.”

Charlie Schneider, who attended 
Bonnaroo Music Festival in Tennes-
see, experienced similar sensations. 
The two-day drive from Colorado 
didn’t dampen the mood.

“When we got there, we ended up 
waiting in a line of cars all night to fi-
nally get our camping spot at 5 a.m. 
without having slept,” Schneider said. 
“I can’t say it wasn’t a lot of work and 
very tiring, but it was so unlike any-
thing I’d ever done before.”

While the stages eventually go si-
lent and festival goers head home to 
shower away the layers of sweat and 
dust, the great memories of an unfor-
gettable experience linger.

THE FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE
WHITTIES SHARE THEIR SHENANIGANS

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Illustration by Cat Burch

from AS YOU LIKE, page 1
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In a transfer window filled with lu-
dicrous amounts of money be-
ing thrown at soccer’s biggest tal-

ents across Europe, Brazilian super-
star Neymar’s world record $263 mil-
lion transfer from Barcelona to Paris 
Saint-Germain has been the exclama-
tion point on the enormous influence 
money plays in the landscape of glob-
al soccer. It not only turned PSG into 
a legitimate contender for the UEFA 
Champions League, but also imme-
diately increased the value of all oth-
er players around the world. Borussia 
Dortmund’s Ousmane Dembele was 
brought in by Barcelona as a replace-
ment for a staggering $180 million, 
Liverpool has turned down multi-
ple offers for their Brazilian playmak-
er Phillipe Coutinho that exceeded 
the $100 million threshold and Mona-
co’s wonder-kid Kylian Mbappe joined 
Neymar in Paris for near $180 million. 
While there has always been mon-
ey in soccer, it appears as if a break-
ing point has been reached as trans-
fer fees begin to hit truly astronomi-
cal heights.

Transfer fees have increased expo-
nentially in the last twenty years due 
to the rising popularity of the Europe-
an leagues around the world and the 
massive television contracts that have 
been negotiated in recent years. Spe-
cifically, NBC just bought the rights 
to the English Premier League for just 
over $1 billion over the next six years. 
The progression of the most expensive 
transfers has begun to increase at an 
alarming rate in the last two decades. 
When the legendary Diego Marado-
na moved to Napoli in 1984, he went 
for a then world record fee of around 
$6.45 million. The fee steadily climbed 
for the next 20 years until Zinedine 
Zidane moved to Real Madrid in 2001 
for $60 million. This massive fee re-
mained a record until 2009 when Real 
Madrid splashed the cash and signed 
Cristiano Ronaldo for just over $100 
million. In the next seven years, only 

Gareth Bale and Paul Pogba were 
signed for fees that reached the $100 
million mark. Neymar’s transfer more 
than doubled the previous record.

As a sports fan, the sheer amount 
of money in the market is worrying 
if your team is not in the upper eche-
lon of clubs owned by billionaires, the 
Qatari Royal Family or a powerful cor-
porate board. While I am of the opin-
ion that Neymar is worth every pen-
ny of his transfer fee due to his unde-
niable talent and the massive market-
ing boost that PSG will receive from 
his jersey sales and television revenue, 

other players’ values have hit ridicu-
lous and unsustainable levels. Kylian 
Mbappe only broke into Monaco’s first 
team in the second half of last sea-
son. He is a 19-year-old with less than 
a full year of first team soccer and may 
become the second most expensive 
transfer in the history of soccer.

Another important consideration 
are the actual, tangible results that 
such massive spending has had on 
teams’ results. While an influx of mil-
lions of dollars has improved teams 
such as PSG, Manchester City, Mona-
co and Chelsea, they have not quite 
reached the pinnacle of European ac-
complishment. PSG and Manches-
ter City have each fallen flat year af-
ter year in the Champions League. In 
recent history, it has been Barcelona, 
Bayern Munich, Atletico Madrid, Ju-
ventus and Real Madrid that have been 
the true heavyweights in the Champi-
ons League. While each of these teams 
has spent large sums of cash to attract 
superstar players, they have recruited 

efficiently and responsibly. Real Ma-
drid is the best team in Europe and 
has won three of the past four years in 
the Champions League. Players such 
as Luka Modric, Toni Kroos and Key-
lor Navas were brought in for relative-
ly cheap as established internation-
al players with minimal risk. The Bar-
celona teams from the 2010 era were 
likewise constructed and both teams 
will go down as some of the best in 
history. Manchester City has spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars and 
only won the league twice since 2010. 
While the worry that billions of dol-
lars may dilute the traditional paths 
to success and glory have some basis, 
the role that effective management, 
intelligent coaching and the players’ 
buy-in and determination are still the 
metrics that most accurately predict 
European glory.

As a supporter of the less illustrious 
Swansea City in the English Premier 
League, the insane increase in player’s 
wages and transfer fees is terrifying. 
The difference between staying in the 
Premier League and being relegated 
often comes down to a number of im-
portant players in a squad. With pric-
es rising, a team in Swansea’s position 
can realistically only attract a player 
of the necessary caliber every other 
summer. If other teams can offer dou-
ble or triple the wages and offer half of 
Swansea’s yearly operating budget for 
a player, it becomes increasingly dif-
ficult to hang onto these crucial play-
ers. Iceland and Swansea star Gylfi Sig-
urdsson left the club this summer for 
a club record fee of just under $60 mil-
lion. So far Swansea has spent $20 mil-
lion to bring in Sam Clucas, a fairly un-
known player who was just relegated 
with Hull City and who, in past years, 
would never have cost more than $10 
million. Although the Neymar trans-
fer fee is groundbreaking and demon-
strates the massive increase in popu-
larity soccer has experienced around 
the world in the past few decades, the 
parts of the game that cannot tap into 
those global networks have become 
obsolete and irrelevant.

by ALDEN GLASS
Staff Reporter

A Brazilian in Paris: 
Neymar’s transfer may 

change the future of 
European Soccer

Three years ago, Whitman Col-
lege athletics broke new ground 
when they added a women’s la-

crosse team to the list of varsity sports 
offered at the school. At first, the team 
consisted of eleven first-years, a hand-
ful of upperclasswomen and a single 
coach. Since then, the team has added 
recruited players, an assistant coach 
and new strategies to the mix. As the 
remaining two players from the orig-
inal eleven enter into their final sea-
son, they welcome not only a fresh 
batch of first-year players, but a new 
coach as well. A new coach that could 
bring in new ideas, experiences and 
inevitably launch a new era for wom-
en’s lacrosse at Whitman College.

“Usually our goal is to figure out 
how to bond with the new first-years, 
but this year we have to integrate a 
new coach into our team atmosphere 
as well,” elaborated Kate Whitting-
ham, a senior on the team.

“Last year we hit our stride in re-
gards to having fun and feeling con-
fident by the end of the season, espe-
cially in how we communicated on 

the field. I’m excited to see that con-
tinue and improve this year,” stated 
Emma Bishop, the other senior on the 
team.

Coach Kirkland Lewis is originally 
from Landsdale, Pennsylvania, where 
she grew up playing lacrosse. She at-
tended Old Dominion University in 
Virginia from 2009 to 2011, where she 
continued playing lacrosse. After at-
tending Old Dominion, Lewis went 
on to play one year for Delaware State 
University’s inaugural team in 2012, 
serving as the acaptain. After finish-
ing up her college career, Lewis began 
coaching club lacrosse, incidental-
ly aiding  high school girls in finding 
college programs that would fit their 
playing style. She then landed her first 
collegiate coaching position when 
she was named an Assistant Coach for 
Randolph Macon College for the 2014 
season. She then went on to become 
the Assistant Coach at the University 
of the District of Columbia, a new Di-
vision II team which entered only in 
third season in 2016. She served as the 
Assistant Coach for one more season 
this last spring before accepting a po-
sition as Whitman’s Head Coach.

“I got to know how a growing pro-

gram works and feels, and that was 
fun trying to start it up from a coach-
ing side,” explained Coach Lewis.

Drawing from her experience as 
both a collegiate athlete and colle-
giate coach, Coach Lewis intends to 
establish a competitive and winning 
culture, while still maintaining a 
close-knit, fun-loving, family-orient-
ed team.

“You can really be successful when 
you know you can depend on your 
teammates both on and off the field,” 
Lewis affirmed.

What Lewis calls “her kind of cul-
ture” seems to align with the strong 
bonds that the players have already es-
tablished. Within the past few years, 
the team has already established tra-
ditions, including pasta dinners, pot-
lucks and athlete-run captain practic-
es.

While it can be tough to incorpo-
rate the styles of a new coach, both 
the players and Coach Lewis have high 
hopes of winning the Northwest Con-
ference this 2018 season and becom-
ing a formidable force within both 
the Northwest Conference and nation-
wide across Division III lacrosse.

“We are hoping to step back and re-

ally let our new coach be the coach, yet 
still uphold our duty to voice the con-
cerns of the team,” stated Bishop.

Whittingham, who was a member 
of the search committee that selected 
Lewis as the new coach, was drawn to 
Coach Lewis’ drive to beat George Fox 
University this upcoming season, as 
they had just edged out Whitman for 
the conference title this past spring.

“I just want to see the program 
grow and watch the underclass play-
ers grow, so that I can leave the pro-
gram even better after I graduate,” 
Whittingham expressed.

“I believe this team has a lot of po-
tential, and with our first practice 
coming up I’m psyched to get started,” 
Lewis urged.

While the lacrosse team has over-
come their fair share of growing pains 
these past three seasons, Coach Lew-
is may be the missing piece needed to 
fit together the culture, training and 
spirit already laid down in the pro-
gram. With the growing support of 
the Whitman community, the expan-
sion of playing opportunities and the 
excitement of a new coach, Whitman 
lacrosse’s fourth season is shaping up 
to be a promising one.

by GABY THOMAS
Staff Reporter

NEW COACH, NEW DIRECTION 
FOR BLUES LACROSSE

Ever since Whitman men’s soccer 
coach Jose Cedeno took over the 
reigns of the program in 2015, 

there have been monumental altera-
tions in team cadence and culture. En-
tering the 2017 season, the team roster 
is comprised primarily of sophomores 
that were members of Coach Cedeno’s 
first recruiting class. A distinct divi-
sion exists within the roster this year, 
with the upperclassmen being recruit-
ed by retired coach Mike Washington 
and the underclassmen being recruit-
ed by Coach Cedeno. Although the 
team is light on upperclassmen — with 
only a handful of returning juniors 
and seniors — the team is still strong 
on leadership.

“The juniors and seniors are play-
ers that were willing to make a change 
with the program. They built a com-
munity where the younger guys have 
a voice, and we’re making sure this 
year’s first-years feel the same,” said 
Luca Barsher, a sophomore forward on 
the team.

Under normal circumstances, a ros-
ter built primarily of first-years and 
sophomores would likely create signif-
icant turbulence within a team’s cul-
ture. Whitman’s tight-knit community 
of players, however, have not faced this 
problem. This welcoming culture has 
not gone unappreciated by the young-
er players.

Senior midfielder Gabe Jacobson 
notes that the upperclassmen have 
been “very intentional about shaping 
the culture of the team.”

So far, however, Whitman men’s soc-
cer have had only preseason to instill 
that culture in the first-years. In that 
time, the team has had a glimpse of 
their abilities — and they are feeling op-
timistic.

During Coach Cedeno’s first year at 
the helm, preseason was slightly dis-
organised. The team had preseason 

on-campus and had to practice indoors 
due to smoke associated with wildfires. 
Additionally, the team was dealing 
with the transition from one coach to 
another. This year, preseason has gone 
far more smoothly.

Jacobson noted that the coaching 
staff is “a lot less focused on figuring 
out how to go about preseason,” which 
has allowed the players to be “more fo-
cused on playing soccer.”

Coach Cedeno’s expectations and 
preference of playing style differs dras-
tically from former Coach Washington. 
During his years, Washington often pri-
oritized strength, athleticism and po-
tential in recruiting. Starting with the 
sophomore class, Cedeno has focused 
primarily on the technical skill of in-
coming players.

“My year has the majority of players 
on the team,” explained sophomore de-
fender Sean Thomas. “After a year with 
one another, we’re already familiar 
with our playing style. The first-years 
are second in terms of majority. Once 
they get acquainted with how we play, 
we’ll have built a lot of chemistry by the 
time we’re seniors.”

Sheer numbers are certainly a factor 
in the team dynamic. There is only one 
junior remaining from Coach Wash-
ington’s final recruiting class, and only 
four seniors remaining as well.  Much 
to the ire of former players, Coach Cede-
no cut quite a few veterans in his first 
year at the helm. In turn, his harshness 
and change in playing style led others 
to simply quit the team. The result is 
an indisputable majority of players re-
cruited exclusively by Coach Cedeno.

Despite the glaring over-representa-
tion of underclassmen, there is no lack 
of love between all of the teammates. 
The upperclassmen serve as inspira-
tional role-models to the younger play-
ers, and their warm welcome will hope-
fully influence the environment of the 
team for years to come. The central 
question is now whether or not Cede-
no’s strategies and preferences will pay 
off with winning records in the future.

by WIL KOTNIK
Staff Reporter

YOUNG ROSTER 
DRIVES MEN’S 
SOCCER

Illustration by Claire Revere

Ananda Gupta, a first-year from New Delhi and Brooke House College, is one of 19          
underclassmen on the team. Photo By Natalie Mutter

Mary Noyes is a midfielder entering her 
second season with the Blues.
Photo by Amelia Wells 

The sheer amount  
of money in the market is 
worrying if your team is 
not in the upper echelon of   
clubs owned by billionaires.
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The summer crew had objectives; 
they concerned things like who we are 
meant to be. 

I strain now for anecdotes. I built 
fences, and I dug holes and I wrote 
about topics like child porn and car 
chases. In one chase – this story was 
my first – a man took police from Wal-
la Walla County out east to Columbia 
County and back again in eight or nine 
hours. After the man’s first car was 
halted, he continued to flee and he re-
portedly told a Latino man eating his 
lunch in his car, “Gotta go, amigo.” He 
then he GTA’d the man from the car, 
lost the cops in the ranch roads, was 
found again with another  car near 
Starbuck, and, say the police, attempt-
ed to run oncoming traffic off Lyons 
Ferry Road. Ultimately, spikes ran the 
perpetrator off of Lyons Ferry road. The 
K9’s chased and subdued.

Dempsey, ‘18, was to become a disci-
plined writer this summer – non-Fic-
tion essays, poetry. Then another life-
guard gig opened up at the public 
pool. She took it. “Part of me is like, ‘Oh 
schucks, I wish I’d kept it this way [with 
only one job],’ and another part is like, 

‘No Paige, it’s a good thing that you got 
the job.’” She mostly managed to kick 
off the doldrums. Farmers market and 
lavender farm and homemade pas-
ta and Syrah. “There were a couple of 
good days, or weeks,” she said, “where 
I was like, ‘This is a perfect summer.’”

I met a man named Chris whom I 
had recently written a brief note in the 
paper (on account of his having faced 
charges of eluding police and possess-
ing meth and other transgressions of 
a misdemeaning variety). He sat on 
the steps of Sigma Chi and smoked a 
bowl of weed, and said it wasn’t like it 
sounded. He had an idea - why don’t I 
do a segment called “Why’d you do 
that?” where the accused can plead 
their case. Seemed like a good idea...

My friend and housemate Lilia Co-
hen, ‘18, had to go home when she 
woke up from a nap in the doldrums 
of the day and sweat drenched her 
body and she got up and paced franti-
cally and grabbed her keys and got in 
her car and drove to Seattle. After a few 
days, I got a call. She was laying in her 
hammock, she said. Wine in hand. She 
was to continue waiting out the heat, 
work remotely, just a few days more.

You know about the doldrums.
In Philosophy of Mind, with the es-

teemed Rebecca Hanrahan (whose vi-
sion of marching through Alaskan 
Tundras and Oregonian Mountains 
was foiled by a bad ankle), proposi-
tional attitudes took on central signif-
icance. The crux is that desire, inten-
tion, do not jibe easily with reduction-
ist physics. Where, the question goes, 
beneath the wires and the jelly does 
the little man ultimately reside? It may 
be that the doldrums can be defeated, 
but only armed with a pure sort of in-
tention and motivation - is this right? 
- the source of which most of us know 
not.

Julie Kitzerow, ‘18, might. When the 
doldrums haunted, she and house-
mates would build a raised bed in 
their garden, or hold a clothing swap 
or do art projects together. They fer-

mented kombucha, and bread and 
pickled a panoply of things. They col-
lected herbs and plums from vacant 
lots. “Whenever I came home at the 
end of the day,” she said, “there would 
be a new pile of mysterious herbs on 
the table to study and cook with.” 
They attended an eco-anarchist gath-
ering (her characterization) in the 
Redwoods, where instructors taught 
things like urban combat, tree climb-
ing and the role of music in resistance 
etc. etc. etc...

Tim Howell, ‘18, might. He played a 
lot of basketball, and coached a lot of 
basketball and worked out a lot so that 
he would be as fit as possible when he 
played basketball. “Not a problem at 
all. When you have a passion for some-
thing it’s not really work; [if] you love 
what you do, you’re gonna do it as 
much as possible,” he said. Summer of 
‘16, Howell worked for the Walla Walla 
Sweets, and met and befriended a Wal-
la Walla crepe-making couple, a hus-
band and wife. Sometimes, this sum-
mer, when he got off work and his 
friends were busy, or he didn’t know 
what to do or he was bored, he went to 
hang out at their house and swim in 

their pool.
“No regrets,” he said. “Honestly I’d 

do it the same way. I don’t think there’s 
anything more. I had a good balance of 
working on my craft, working in the 
gym, getting some money and having 
some fun.”

Fun. You know about the doldrums. 
You just are getting to know about irre-
coverable experience. Graduation ap-
proaches. It has a presence.  It taunts 
and laughs, uncannily conspicuous, 
like the Cheshire cat, like Siddhartha’s 
river.

With all the chutzpah of a demented 
sloth, we contemplated nuclear war. 
Ovcina worked his three hours at Jim-
my Johns, on one occasion threw a par-
ty featuring a coworker/local rap phe-
nom Prodigy Ho. Our standard proce-
dure was he’d inevitably be watching a 
good documentary on Mao or Dr. Dre 
or something with the shades down 
and he’d pause it when I came in – he’d 
sit up and the bong emerged, and we 
would talk on into the afternoon. “Ver-
bal sex,” one of us - probably me - called 
it.

We threw some parties this sum-
mer, at my house. First was on the sol-
stice. Malt liquor to celebrate. Homage 
to the forefathers. We were to dance 
naked around a maypole I made, but I 
didn’t make the maypole, in the end.

A lingering and redemptive mo-
ment in the memory: a deteriorat-
ing dance floor, the leak of entropy, 
we needed a DJ defibrillator, and fast! 
“Don’t stop till you get enough,” sug-
gested Ovcina, from the corner. Okay. 
A quiet, a bass - where’s the stank? 
-  the MJ howl, then, MJ the puppeteer, 
the drop, clean  funk. No choice. Com-
pulsion. No time. We grooved, the lot 
of us. Drunkards rolling on the floor, 
Salsa and the John Wall, a disco Holly-
wood night.

Jack Anderson, ‘17, Josh Ward, ‘18 and Elliot Birch, ‘16, lay back cool in the June heat . Photo by Andrew Schwartz

DEEP 
   SUMMER

ADVERTISEMENT
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Gotta go, 
 amigo.”

Alleged words of car chase 
suspect, to a victim.

Whenever I 
came home at the end 
of the day, there would 
be a new pile of herbs 
on the table to study 
and cook with.”
Julie Kitzerow, ‘18.
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The media is an institution that 
continually has more and more 
impact on our lives, specifically 

in the way we think about the world 
and in the decisions we make. Me-
dia inf luences us on all levels, from 
which types of food to buy, to which 
candidate we should vote for in the 
presidential elections. Although the 
original purpose of the media was to 
present the public with information, 
it has been transformed into an in-
strument of manipulation.

The media, especially the Inter-
net, has set new social norms among 
modern-day teenagers. Highly in-
f luential people with millions of fol-
lowers on Instagram use the media 
to define and promote a certain life-

style. Their presence is so strong and 
positively publicized everyday that 
as a consequence, young people be-
lieve that their way of life is the one 
to be emulated. Therefore, we see 
many new trends among this gener-
ation relating  to fashion, music and 
food, as well as norms to live by. Fol-
lowing these norms has been nor-
malized and prioritized above oth-
er things. For example, you may have 
noticed in the past year on social me-
dia that “Supreme” or “Gucci” print-
ed shirts was very popular and a lot 
of people were wearing them. What 
we perceive as cool to wear can easily 
change according to what we see on-
line, even if we don’t fully realize it.

However, this is the most basic 

example of how we are inf luenced 
by the media. We gain inf luence in 
much more important matters, par-
ticularly those that are related to pol-
itics and society in general. The way 
we think of certain political candi-
dates is based on what we read on-
line or what we hear in various me-
dia outlets. We think we can be objec-
tive, but when we repeatedly hear a 
certain thing about someone by sev-
eral sources, we might not escape 
its impact. That thing might not be 
true because nowadays the media 
is used by powerful people for their 
own purpose and it can manipu-
late or lie to us. Unfortunately, it can 
have the ultimate say when we con-
sider a decision that will contribute 

to the future of society. We are bom-
barded with new information every-
day and sometimes it is hard to rec-
ognize what is the truth and what is 
not. The media has become a busi-
ness; many outlets find it harder to 
survive, therefore they prioritize the 
pursuit of money rather than that 
of the truth. They would rather pro-
mote a certain ideology or a certain 
individual in exchange for money 
needed for proceeding in this high-
ly competitive world, rather than be 
objective or impartial and receive 
lesser attention. In such a situation, 
it is wise to be skeptical of the news 
we get and not to fall into the trap of 
the trends that are being set by the 
Instafamous.

by RINA CAKRANI
Columnist

by PEGGY LI
Opinion Editor

Approach media 
consciously 

What’s the best argument you 
can come up with for not act-
ing to redress moral wrongs? 

Maybe that moral responsibility is con-
nected to culpability, and because you 
can’t be blamed for most of the world’s 
wrongs, you have no responsibility to 
act. Or maybe that what you perceive 
to be a moral wrong might not be taken 
as such from the perspective of the per-
son you think wronged, and so acting 
would be presumptuous. Allen Watts 
puts this last point with a fable about a 
monkey and a fish, where the monkey 
says, “Kindly let me help you or you will 
drown,” as he puts the fish up a tree. Or 
maybe your argument would be that 
you are powerless, just a broke college 
student, and so acting would be a waste 
of time.

Whenever the media homed in on 
some group that has been wronged — 
like Standing Rock, women in places 
like Iraq and Syria or victims of white 
supremacy — I hear arguments like 
these, often made on both sides of the 
political spectrum. The fable of the 
monkey and the fish, for example, is of-
ten applied by otherwise progressive 
folks to women living in cultures where 
by our standards they are treated poor-
ly. The other two arguments are applied 
regularly in cases of systemic racism 
against minorities, where it is some-
times claimed that because no one ac-
tively owns slaves, for example, there is 
no need to correct for slavery’s veil.

The biggest thing these arguments 
have in common is their shared pre-
sumption that a person’s intentions 
don’t factor into their morals. Acting 
morally, according to this framework, 
is simply a transaction. If I’m not in-
debted to act, why should I? Doing so 
would be like cavalierly handing off 
money without any obvious return for 
either you or the receiver.

But what if we said that a person’s in-
tentions were really what mattered to 
their morals? Then couldn’t we say that 
the monkey was acting ethically even 
if, in the end, her actions were bad for 
the fish? According to this framework, 
what made her act morally good is not 
how she went about helping the fish, 
but rather that she intended to help 
the fish. If we reevaluate the three ar-
guments of the first paragraph with 
this in mind, they begin to break down. 
First, the idea that you have to be culpa-
ble to be responsible is a purely trans-
actional account of morals; whether I 
intend to help such-and-such plays no 
part here. Second, as above, if we accept 
that the monkey intended to help and 
that good intention is all that matters, 
we should all strive to be like the mon-
key. Third, not having the means to do 
something doesn’t preclude the possi-
bility of having the intention to, so this 
argument no longer works.

Having an account of morals that re-
lies on intentions rather than ends also 
makes it easier to make sense of the 
protest movements that pop up all the 
time. It’s true that the participants al-
most never achieve their ends, but that 
doesn’t mean they aren’t acting mor-
ally; intention is all that is necessary 
according to a non-consequentialist, 
non-transactional account of morality. 
It wouldn’t even matter if the protesters 
ultimately did more harm than good, 
so long as they intended to do good.

So, in the end, if you’re able to ac-
cept with me that good intentions are 
enough for good morals it becomes 
hard not to act. If, on the other hand, 
you find the consequentialist account 
more convincing you’re bound to find 
reasons to stay at home.

by NIKOLAUS KENNELLY
Columnist

GOOD 
INTENTIONS
MAKE 
GOOD 
MORALS 

Voices from the Community Can you make the 
smallest face possible?

AMY
ORTEGA
Senior

ANNE ELISE 
KOPTA
Sophomore

BENNY JEAN 
CYTRYN-
BAUM
Sophomore

KASSIDI 
PETERSEN
First-Year

“How do you 
make a ‘small 
face’?”

“A what?”“A small face?” “What do you 
mean?”

As I enter my fourth year of Whit-
man College, having traversed 
the hallowed halls of Olin, hav-

ing traipsed across Ankeny in both 
snow boots and flip flops and having 
cried in a professor’s office, I implore 
the first-years to think about just one 
question. What do you want out of 
your education? Whitman markets it-
self as a ‘Liberal Arts College,’ where 
presumably, the use of liberal is di-
rected towards the initiative to ‘free 
your mind.’ Why else would they re-
quire prospective biology majors to 
read the Symposium, or force a histo-
ry major to take seven science credits 
including lab, if not to force us to gain 
even a sliver of perspective of what a 
different perspective might be like?

Yet every so often, I wonder why I 
didn’t just go to a school like ‘U Dub’ 
and experience the majesty of a 24-
hour dining hall with 46,000 other 
students. That is, until I walk out of a 
seminar class with six other people 
after having discussed a long-dead 
philosopher. And it doesn’t have to 
be philosophy, either. Every time you 
have a meaningful and engaging dis-
cussion about something totally ‘use-
less’ in the real world, you are on some 
level getting your money’s worth. The 
experience you are implicitly choos-
ing at a liberal arts college is precisely 
that of fulfilling your desire to learn 
for its own sake and to meaningfully 
engage with ideas, rather than learn 
skills for a job. That’s not to say that 
one couldn’t get that same feeling at 
a larger school, just that the small-
er college size probably makes it a bit 

easier.
However, the quest to ultimate-

ly ‘free your mind’ is not something 
an institution can accomplish for 
every student. For every challenging, 
mind-expanding and thought-pro-
voking class Whitman has to offer, 
there are just as many classes you feel 
comfortable with, that would just be 
business as usual. The college accom-
plishes its job by offering good cours-
es. It seems to me that the task of the 
individual liberal arts student is to 
knowingly pursue a good education. 
Although it may be difficult, it proba-
bly involves taking some of the books 
we read seriously, and proactively de-
ciding what’s important to you. Sure, 
not every assigned reading is going to 
have a life-changing effect, but there 
will be ideas you ‘encounter’ (haha) 
that do have the potential to shift 

your world-view. We are still young; 
ages 18 to 22 allows us just some slight 
plasticity and moldability. We are not 
yet set in our ways.

And so, the clichéd phrase ‘learn-
ing how to think’ turns out to have 
some merit. Even after three years of 
Whitman college, what I’ve realized 
is that for all the wisdom our profes-
sors have, they cannot tell us what to 
believe. And for all the love and guid-
ance our parents have given us, they 
cannot lead our lives for us. Learning 
how to think well becomes the task of 
every person, and the quality of our 
beliefs is the direct by-product of how 
seriously we take our education at 
this moment. While college is touted 
as a time of exploration and fun, my 
real advice to first-years is to genuine-
ly reflect on what you want out of your 
time here, and who you want to be. 

Illustration by Haley King

Re-examining the 
Liberal Arts Education
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As first-years flood onto campus 
to bless us with their presence, a 
clear segregation arises. Nobody 

likes to talk about it, few acknowledge it, 
but it returns, year after year. I speak, of 
course, about the Scrambler/Non-Scram-
bler divide.

Scramblers saunter around campus 
in packs of social security, comfortable 
in knowing that they already have a firm 
friend group before others have even ar-
rived. While Non-Scramblers sit crying 
due to their inability to make friends 
without going on long trips, Scramblers 
trade inside jokes and are ready to do 
trust falls at a moment’s notice. The awk-
wardness that the indoorsy feel when 
trying to make friends based solely on a 
shared direction of walking is mirrored 
by the smugness of those who already 
have all the friends they will ever need.

It’s not only the friendship that gives 
Scramblers a leg up when entering Whit-
man, but also the inside scoop from their 
grizzled veteran leaders. “I hear ping-
ing is really cool here,” says a Scrambler, 
holding a large blue plastic mug marked 
with the gospel of Leave No Trace. “Yeah, 
and it’s a tradition to swipe upperclass-
men into Saturday brunch,” responds 
another wisely, shouldering a backpack 
where the top rolls down to keep out the 
rain.

My friends, my companions, will we 
stand idly by as Scramblers feel invul-
nerable entering college? I say nay! Let 
us go out of our way to talk to all! Do 
they already have friends? Not enough! 
Do they think pinging is a popular hob-
by? My god, teach them the error of their 
ways! Brothers, sisters, inbetweeners, we 
must break down this obstacle and final-
ly unite the incoming first years against 
their common enemy: the world outside 
of Whitman.

Hard-Boiled 
Scramble Divisions 
Fry Campus 
Tensions

by CLARA WHEELER
Scramble Leader #20

Illustration by Eric Rannestad

Cartoon by Haley King

KING TOOHOT

Donald Duck, the famous an-
thropomorphic waterfowl, 
was once one of the most 

popular cartoon characters in the 
world. Nowadays, however, Mr. Duck 
is struggling to make ends meet.

As many know, his previously-im-
mense fortune was a product of the 
hundreds of films and pieces of lit-
erature he has starred in since the 
20th centur y. So now the world is 
wondering: how did Forbes’ #1 rich-
est avian find himself in poverty?

The answer is unfortunately sim-

ple–people have begun to associ-
ate his name with that of President 
Donald J. Trump, one of the most 
statistically-disliked U.S. leaders 
ever. This consequence was unprec-
edented for Mr. Duck, who relied on 
his wealth to satisfy his crippling 
bread crumb addiction.

When The Wire prompted readers 
for their opinions, one young moth-
er remarked that she now avoided 
Donald Duck products because the 
name causes her acid ref lux symp-
toms to f lare. In her words, “To me, 
that name is like Voldemort to Har-
r y Potter. But instead of making a 
scar on my forehead burn, it makes 

me feel like a dragon vomited into 
my open mouth.”

In an effort to distance himself 
from the President, Donald Duck 
has been regularly attending Bernie 
Sanders events and even public-
ly defending CNN on his twitter ac-
count.

When asked, Mr. Duck sputtered 
out, “It’th dethpicable, you know.   I 
tried tho hard when I wath young-
er, but I’m no thpring chicken an-
ymore.   I’m not thtrong enough 
to fight ath hard ath I did in my 
youth.”

However, as of now, the future for 
Donald Duck’s stardom looks grim.

QUACKING THE CASE: 
President Irrevocably Tarnished 
Donald Duck’s Reputation

by WINSTON WEIGAND
The One that Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

In a stunning turn of events, the 
Board of Trustees has voted for the 
immediate closing of Whitman 

College following a protest by incom-
ing first-year students.   No one ex-

pected or was prepared for such a 
demonstration, as the school had just 
opened its pearly gates for opening 
week.

A member of the Board of Trustees–
who requested to remain nameless 
for their own safety–commented on 
this catastrophe, saying “We only had 
one option.  The first-years held us at 

gunpoint and forced us to vote in fa-
vor of closing the school!  They were 
ruthless.   How did they internalize 
so much hate for a school in just a few 
hours from when they first stepped 
on campus?”

Indeed, nameless Trustee, how did 
these young people become so cyni-
cal so quickly?  How could they have 
known that the serenity of Lakum 
Duckum was murdered senseless-
ly with the addition of that eyesore 
of a fountain last semester?  How did 
they figure out that Narcissa Whit-
man’s severed head was in the attic 
of Prentiss and functioned as a good 
luck charm during finals?  How did 
they find out that Ankeny is actually 
the sight of the horrendous Battle of 
Gettysburg?

According to Whitman College his-
torian Chuckles Clevlant, this was no 
accident.

“There’s no way that these students 

could have figured out all these se-
crets without some inside help.   I 
don’t want to point fingers, but I’ve 
convened with the D.S.A.W. group 
on campus, and we can absolute-
ly confirm without any doubt in our 
minds that The Wire spilled the beans 
on these secrets,” said Clevlant, be-
ing held back by various members of 
D.S.A.W. as he tried to swing at this re-
porter.

To any readers who might not 
know, the D.S.A.W. group–or Disgrun-
tled Students Against the Wire–meets 
monthly in the bell tower of Memo-
rial Hall.   Their group comprises of 
many fraternity members, politics 
majors, and various undercover re-
porters.

And as far as the allegations go, The 
Wire can neither confirm nor deny 
that it absolutely is the Whitman tab-
loid that leaked these secrets.

Whitman First-Years Shut Down School

by ANTHONY REALE
Garbage Collector of the Year, 2014

There’s no way 
that these students 
could have figured out 
all these secrets with-
out some inside help.
Chuckles Clevlant
Whitman College Historian (Retired)
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