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REVAMPING THE PAST: 
VINYL RESURGENCE

Whether it’s the result of nos-
talgia or a search for high 
quality music, vinyl is trend-

ing again; Whitties are revamping the 
past.

Atop sophomore Kate Swisher’s 
desk lies all of the things that make 
her happy: books, chocolate, tea and 
an electric turntable spinning her fa-
vorite vinyl, “Nashville Skyline,” by 
Bob Dylan. For Swisher, listening to vi-
nyl is an unparalleled experience.

“You get a fuller sound with vinyl 

because there is no compaction of the 
music. You hear all the sounds in it,” 
Swisher said.

Swisher enjoys the intention-
ality an artist uses to create a re-
cord.  For her, it provides the listener 
with a deeper understanding of how 
to listen to the music.

“I just love listening to albums all 
the way through because I feel like an 
artist chose to put their songs in a cer-
tain order,” Swisher said. “You should 
respect that in terms of how you’re go-
ing to listen to their piece if you want 
to listen to a full album.”

by AFTON WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Sophomore Kate Swisher shows off her electric turntable. She is an avid proponent of the “full sounds” of vinyl recordings.  Photo by North Bennett

by CHRISTY CARLEY
Staff Reporter

Top of his class

by CONOR SCANLON
Sports Writer

At the Pendleton Round-Up, a ro-
deo event where professional ath-
letes risk life and limb to wrestle 

one-and-a-half ton bulls, a jovial mid-
dle-aged man in face paint steals the 
show. Justin “Rumpshaker” Rumford, 
a 36 year old Oklahoma native, is one 
of the nation’s premiere rodeo clowns. 
This past weekend, he emceed the Pend-
leton Round-Up — an annual rodeo that 
has been held in Pendleton, Ore. dur-
ing the second week of September since 
1910. As a rodeo clown, Rumford plays 
a vital role in athlete safety as well as 

crowd entertainment.
Rumford began his foray into the ro-

deo world as a steer wrestler in high 
school and pursued the sport in college. 
Always a clown in his own right, grow-
ing up in the ring, Rumford had never 
considered pursuing a rodeo entertain-
er career professionally.

“I was always messing around and 
having fun, and they said I should be 
a clown,” he said. “I always thought 
clowns were stupid.”

While competing at an event in 2010, 
at the request of rodeo officials, Rum-
ford stepped in for a scheduled rodeo 
clown dealing with a family emergency. 
He immediately fell in love with the pro-

fession.
“I worked the Pretty Prairie (Kansas) 

bull riding and they gave me $1,000. And 
I thought, ‘Why the heck am I working 
so hard for $800 a week when I can make 
more than that in a night?’ So I jumped 
ship for the clown life.”

Seven years later and Rumford is one 
of the most highly-sought clowns in the 
business, with performances booked 
through 2019 and four Professional Ro-
deo Cowboys Association Rodeo Clown 
of the Year awards. Together with his 
wife and triplet children, Rumford 
hauls his 44 foot trailer across the coun-
try 11 months of the year.

DeVos rolling 
back campus 
sexual assault 
policy

In her recent speech at George Ma-
son University, Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos criticized the handling 

of sexual assault investigations on col-
lege campuses and vowed to begin the 
process of “developing a better way” for 
schools to approach such cases.

While she refrained from outlin-
ing a specific plan, DeVos promised to 
“launch a transparent notice-and-com-
ment process to incorporate the in-
sights of all parties,” and stated in a lat-
er interview that she intended to roll 
back Obama-era guidelines related to 
Title IX that were introduced in a 2011 
“Dear Colleague” letter from the Office 
for Civil Rights (OCR).

Sent to all colleges receiving feder-
al funding, the letter sought to explain 
the requirements of Title IX as related 
to sexual violence and set out a specif-
ic procedure for schools to follow in or-
der to ensure that those requirements 
are being met. Failure to meet Title IX 
requirements could result in loss of fed-
eral funding. Among the requirements 
was the appointment of an official Ti-
tle IX Administrator at each college and 
university, the publication of a griev-
ance policy, and perhaps most contro-
versial, the use of the preponderance 
of the evidence standard in evaluating 
cases related to Title IX, including those 
of sexual assault.

Harshly critiqued by DeVos, the pre-
ponderance of the evidence stand-
ard requires that the findings in a case 
prove that the incident was “more like-
ly than not” to have occurred in order 
for the case to be decided in favor of the 
claimant. It is often employed in civil 
rights cases, a category under which Ti-
tle IX falls.

Justin “Rumpshaker” Rumford performs at the Pendleton Round-Up last weekend. Rumford  is one of the most highly-sought after rodeo clowns in America. Photo by Natalie Mutter
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ONE HOSPITAL 
DOWN
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On July 24, 2017, Walla Walla Gen-
eral Hospital (WWGH) officially 
closed its doors, leaving St. Mary’s 

Providence Hospital the only acute care 
facility in the Walla Walla Valley. Offi-
cials say the decision came after they 
encountered unanticipated regulatory 
changes.

Prior to the closure of WWGH, Ad-
ventist Health Group, the conglomer-
ate that had operated the hospital since, 
had anticipated consolidating member-
ship to St. Mary’s, but in mid-July the 
group announced the deal was off. “Ad-
ventist Health received word that unex-
pected regulatory challenges have aris-
en which could linger for an undeter-
mined duration of time and could ulti-
mately prohibit the anticipated trans-
fer of membership,” Adventist Health 
spokeswoman, Judy Leach said in a 
press release.

“Adventist Health has invested more 
than $68 million into Walla Walla Gen-
eral Hospital during recent years in the 
hopes of securing its future as a health-
care resource in Walla Walla,” Joyce New-
meyer, President of Adventist Health Pa-
cific Northwest Region and Board Chair 
of the Walla Walla General Hospital said. 
According to Leach, the transfer to Prov-
idence would have included facility up-
grades, new services and new partner-
ships in the valley that could have made 
the hospital more solvent.

Founded in 1899, Walla Walla Gen-

eral Hospital, originally located in the 
building that is now Whitman College’s 
North Hall, had been serving the com-
munity for nearly 120 years.

The closure follows a nationwide 
trend of rural healthcare facilities going 
belly-up, leaving what some analysts are 
calling ‘medical deserts’ in their wake – 
especially in states that refused Medic-
aid expansion packages in 2012. On aver-
age, rural hospitals in states like Wash-
ington - that did accept the expansion as 
part of the ACA - are operating at higher 
margins. But according to a 2017 study 
conducted by the Chartis Center for Ru-
ral Health, roughly 80 rural hospitals 
have closed their doors since 2010, and 
673 more rural hospitals are vulnerable 
to closure. The same study cited Wash-
ington State’s rural health vulnerabil-
ity at 31 percent. Rural health provid-
ers often serve poorer, older and sick-
er patients than their urban counter-
parts, making them invaluable to their 
communities. Walla Walla General was 
one of three federally-designated Rural 
Healthcare Clinics in Walla Walla Coun-
ty.

“The national healthcare picture is a 
rapidly-changing and rapidly-moving 
dynamic,” Paul McLain, physician at the 
SOS Health Clinic in Walla Walla, said 
in an email to The Wire. He noted that 
analysts expect reimbursements from 
third party payers – including federal-
ly sponsored Medicare programs, com-
mercial insurance and state-funded 
coverage – to decline in the next decade. 
Currently, over 600,000 Washingtoni-
ans receive coverage through Medicaid.

“At the same time, the country’s citi-
zens want more coverage and more ser-
vices, [and] that puts the tension square 
on the shoulders of the healthcare in-
dustry [to] come up with more and get 
paid less,” McLain said. “I do believe 
that considerations such as these were 
involved in the decision by Adventist 
Health to close WWGH.”

Kathleen Obenland, Director of Com-
munications and External Affairs at 

Providence St. Mary Medical Center, told 
the Union Bulletin in July that the clo-
sure of WWGH was a “community trag-
edy.” According to regional labor econo-
mist Asja Suljic, in 2016 health care and 
social assistance accounted for 16.1 per-
cent of employment and $206 million in 
income in Walla Walla County.

“The decreased level of reimburse-
ment that’s been happening [is] getting 

now to the point where without volume 
you really can’t keep a positive operat-
ing margin,” Susan Blackburn, Chief 
Administrative Officer at Providence 
St. Mary’s said in an interview with The 
Wire. “There are certain hospitals that 
are struggling with that.”

Blackburn told The Wire that Au-
gust was busier than usual for the hos-
pital. “Volume has definitely gone up,” 
Blackburn said, resulting in increased 
wait times in Providence’s emergen-
cy department. “There have been some 
wait times in the emergency depart-
ment that have been frustrating to pa-
tients,” Blackburn   said, “but that may 
have happened before the closure of 
the General.” To accommodate for the 
increased volume, the emergency facil-
ity has increased the number of beds 
in their treatment rooms and trans-
ferred their family medicine unit to Ad-
ventist Health’s campus. They have also 
on-boarded ten physicians who prac-
ticed at WWGH.

McLain estimates Providence will 
have to absorb about 30 percent more of 
the community’s healthcare needs – an 
increase which will affect ER and clin-
ic visits, OR times, lab and x-ray needs 
and more. Obenland hopes that the in-
creased volume at Providence will help 
make the hospital more sustainable.  

For  severe traumas, St. Mary’s often 
transfers its patients to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle, using the air 
ambulance service Life Flight. Provi-
dence St Mary’s, a non-profit operation, 
owns a 25 percent stake in Life Flight, 
whose base cost for a trip is $16,817. Air 

ambulances are typically not covered 
by commercial insurers, stretching the 
pockets of companies like Life Flight 
whose low reimbursement rates from 
programs like Medicaid make it diffi-
cult to break even without increasing 
the volume of patients they serve.

Students at Whitman College are 
unlikely to see major changes in their 
health care services. Hailey Powers, 
YWCA Sexual Assault Victims Advocate, 
said that the only real change her cli-
ents may experience is a longer wait 
time in the emergency department. 
“Sitting in a waiting room isn’t going 
to make a huge difference [to a forensic 
exam],” Powers said.  

Whitman College’s physician shad-
owing program has been put on a tem-
porary suspension; however, students 
are still able to shadow at other loca-
tions in the hospital, just not at Prov-
idence. “We’ve been asked to put our 
shadowing program on hold until 
spring, so we’re doing that,” said Kim-
berly Mueller, Director of Health Pro-
fessions Advising at Whitman College. 
“And then we’re making a few changes 
behind the scenes.” 

Meanwhile, senate leaders proposed 
three last-ditch healthcare reform bills 
on Sept. 13, which they hope to push 
through congress before it recesses on 
Oct. 1. “There are a lot of changes and 
there is a lot of uncertainty, even as 
Congress wrestles with payment plans 
which will lead the nation’s insurers 
and other third-party payers,” McLain 
said. “This is a tough environment in 
which to do the business of healthcare.”

by RACHEL NEEDHAM
Staff Reporter

The exterior of the now-shuttered Walla Walla General Hospital. Opened in 1899, the facility has been serving the Walla Walla community for nearly 120 years. Photo by Taj Howe

A large portion of DeVos’s speech was 
devoted to describing injustices faced 
by both survivors of sexual assault, 
and those falsely accused of commit-
ting an act of sexual assault, who she re-
ferred to as “victims of a lack of due pro-
cess.” The time she devoted to the lat-
ter group sparked criticism from sur-
vivors and advocates who emphasized 
the high number of sexual assault cas-
es that go unreported, in comparison 
to those that are falsely reported.

Bryn Louise, co-president of Femi-
nists Advocating for Change and Em-
powerment (FACE), emphasized the im-
portance of supporting survivors, even 
without the highest standard of evi-
dence.

“The converse is, you let a bunch 
of people stay on campus that inhib-

it other people from operating health-
ily and pursuing their studies and liv-
ing a good life,” Louise said. “To ask the 
tiny fraction of people with false accu-
sations to leave, I think, is worth it to 
protect the vast majority of people who 
make these reports in earnest.”

According to Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Juli Dunn, who serves as Whit-
man’s Title IX Administrator, the pre-
ponderance of the evidence standard is 
designed to give students equal stand-
ing at the beginning of a case.

“If you use any other standard,” she 
said, “somebody is going to have to 
overcome that.” Dunn added that cas-
es are generally decided with much 
greater certainty than just 51 percent. 
According to Dunn, around 12 people 
who may have interacted with either 
party before or after the incident will 

be interviewed in a typical investiga-
tion. The college also takes online com-
munication or text messages into con-
sideration.

Beyond the issue of preponderance 
of the evidence, DeVos joined many 
critics in asserting that colleges and 
universities play too large of a role in 
investigating cases of assault.

Currently, survivors have the choice 
to report either to the school, where 
the case will be handled as a policy vi-
olation, or to the police department, 
though the latter of which often results 
in a dead end.

According to Hailey Powers, the Sex-
ual Assault Victims Advocate at the Wal-
la Walla YWCA, when cases of sexual as-
sault are brought to the police, they of-
ten aren’t picked up by prosecutors.

“A lot of times prosecutors aren’t go-

ing to pick something up unless they 
know they can win it,” Powers said. 
“And in these cases there’s often just 
not enough evidence to convince a 
prosecutor that it’s worth their time to 
take it on.”

The future of campus sexual assault 
investigations remains uncertain. Even 
with a rollback of Obama’s 2011 letter, 
Dunn says she doesn’t think much will 
change with regards to how cases of 
sexual assault are handled at Whitman.

She emphasized that the require-
ments set forth in 2011 were meant to 
provide colleges with a specific pro-
cedure so that they could adhere to Ti-
tle IX requirements that were estab-
lished by two Supreme Court cases in 
the 1990s.

While the outline of how colleges 
and universities should handle cases 

of sexual assault may go away, their re-
sponsibility to uphold case law related 
to Title IX remains the same.

Given the nature of Title IX as a civ-
il rights based issue, Whitman’s use 
of the preponderance of the evidence 
standard likely won’t change. Inside 
Higher Ed reports that around 70 per-
cent of colleges and universities had al-
ready employed the standard prior to 
the 2011 letter.

Regardless of what happens at the 
federal level, Powers is confident that 
her role and relationship with the com-
munity will remain the same.  

“I’m still going to be there for people 
who need resources and support, and I 
will help them navigate whatever sys-
tems they are a part of,” she said. “Sur-
vivors should know that they’re still go-
ing to be taken care of.”
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Walla Walla: a one hospital town

COLLEGE WITHOLDS CHANGES TO SEXUAL VIOLENCE POLICY

The closure 
follows a nationwide 
trend of rural health-
care facilities going 
belly-up, leaving what 
some analysts are 
calling ‘medical de-
serts’ in their wake.
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On Tuesday, Sept. 12, Walla Wal-
la City Council and communi-
ty members gathered to discuss 

changes to the council’s electoral pro-
cess.

Walla Walla City Council is currently 
made up of seven members, including 
Walla Walla’s Mayor, Allen Pomraning. 
The election process for the city coun-
cil seats is termed “at large,” meaning 
any resident of Walla Walla can run. 
While this sounds like it provides di-
versity, all of the active council mem-
bers are white, and three live in the 
same precinct of Walla Walla.

In a city with 26 precincts, this num-
ber is not insignificant. Members of the 
council, as well as community mem-
bers, have shown an interest in increas-
ing the diversity and more accurate-
ly representing the demographics of 
Walla Walla. Changing the election sys-
tem to be based on wards, or districts, 
is one suggested method of achiev-
ing this. Ward-based elections would 
mean that voting districts would be 
created geographically, each ward 
electing a council member from that 
area. The purpose of the council meet-
ing on Tuesday was to open a conversa-
tion with members of the Walla Wal-
la community about whether the elec-
tion process should change to ward-
based elections.

Tom Scribner, current member of 
the Walla Walla City Council, initial-
ly brought the idea forward in May of 
2016. He suggested changing four of 
the seven council seats to be elected by 

ward, and leaving three as elected at 
large.

“Walla Walla is not a homogenous 
community. There are distinctly dif-
ferent parts of town composed of dif-
ferent socioeconomic classes, different 
ethnic and racial groups, and different 
priorities and interests,” Scribner said 
in a published statement. “All of these 
different groups, classes and priorities 
are not always – sometimes not at all – 
at the council table. They should be. Or 
at least we should do all we can to in-
crease the opportunity for them to be 
so.”

This proposed change comes on the 
heels of a lawsuit in Yakima- a city de-
mographically similar to Walla Wal-
la. A Yakima resident partnered with 
the ACLU to change the election system 
after witnessing under-representa-
tion of the Hispanic population. 41 
percent of Yakima is Hispanic and yet 
there hadn’t been a single Hispanic 
city council member by 2012, which is 
when the lawsuit was filed to change 
the election system to ward-based. The 
legal battle lasted from 2012 to April 
2016, and Yakima paid more than $3 
million in legal fees and expenses be-
fore conceding.

Members of the Walla Walla com-
munity showed up to the meeting 
this past Tuesday to make their opin-
ions known about the election process. 
Some expressed concern at having a 
multi-million dollar lawsuit hit Walla 
Walla next.

Penny Hawkins, Walla Wallan, spoke 
first in support of a district based sys-
tem.

“I don’t understand what an argu-

ment against the ward system would 
be,” Hawkins said. “You can look at 
the council now, everyone up there is 
white.”

David Cortinas, another community 
member at the meeting, echoed these 
sentiments. He added that he supports 
changing all seven of the council seats 
to be ward-based, increasing the pro-
posed number offered by council mem-
ber Tom Scribner.

“This system here in Walla Walla is 
rigged. Running four wards or four 
districts is still rigged, because all you 
need are four votes to do whatever you 
want to do in this city,” Cortinas said. 
“I would strongly support and ask for 
the community that you run districts 
across the board.”

Many of the community members 
who chose to speak at the public forum 
on Tuesday expressed their support for 
changing the city council election sys-
tem, but there were some who stated 
their desire to keep the current system 
in place.

Barbara Clark, current member of 
city council, stated that she supports 
keeping the current at large election 
system in place, as it does not negative-
ly impact the diversity of the council.

“While the proposed ward system 
might result in greater geographic 
diversity than we’ve sometimes had 
among council members, none of the 
proposed wards are homogeneous as 
to income, employment, age, color, cul-
tural heritage or political orientation,” 
Clark said in a published statement. 
“That means we cannot expect election 
by wards to assure these more impor-
tant kinds of diversity on the council.”

by KATE GRUMBLES
News Editor

DIVERSITY TAKES 
CENTER STAGE IN 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

(Left) Walla Walla Mayor Allen Pomraning speaks at the most recent city council meeting. Pomraning has served as the city’s Mayor 
since 2016. (Right) Penny Hawkins, Walla Wallan, spoke first in support of a district-based system. Photo by Tywen Kelly

Whitman tracks 
alumni trajectory 
five years out 
using LinkedIn
by BEN KUNZ
Staff Reporter

Each May for the past three years, 
The Institutional Research Of-
fice has produced five-year re-

ports using Linkedin data that asks, 
“Where are our alumni?” Kristen 
Handley works in the Institutional 
Research Office and leads the project. 
She appreciates the Linkedin survey 
because of ease of access to the in-
formation, and because alumni pro-
files tell a story of the trajectory after 
Whitman rather than just destina-
tion information about current posi-
tions.

The results of the 2017 survey of the 
class of 2011 were consistent with pre-
vious reports and classes. The biggest 
change between the 2009, 2010 and 
2011 reports was the number of stu-
dents found on Linkedin. The survey 
found 71 percent, or 266 out of 376, 
of graduates on Linkedin, a big im-
provement from the 2009 and 2010 
reports, which only reviewed 53 per-
cent and 59 percent of graduates, re-
spectively.

The data covers location, type of 
employment, further education and 
other trends helpful to anyone inter-
ested in seeing what the future may 
hold. 59 percent of the 2011 class lives 
on the west coast (35 percent in Wash-
ington), 83 percent are currently em-
ployed and have spent an average of 
two years with their current compa-
ny, and 55 percent have or are in the 
process of completing further edu-
cation. The percentage of people fin-
ishing or holding more advanced de-
grees has slowly dropped from 61 per-
cent, to 57 percent, to 55 percent over 
the three compared years. The class 
of 2009 (the first class with a Linke-
din survey) graduated Whitman in 
the heart of the depression and has 
the lowest numbers for time spent 
at their current company, and only 2 
percent of members have stayed with 
the same company since graduation.

The class of 2011 has spent the most 
time, on average, at their current 
company; 12 percent have been at the 
same company since graduation. On 
the f lip side, members of the class-
es of 2009 and 2010 were much more 
likely to be promoted in their current 
company than that of 2011 and slight-
ly more likely to be in a job related to 
their Whitman degree.

In terms of holistic representation 
of the graduating classes through 
looking at Linkedin profiles, Kristen 
Hadley noted that the 71 percent of 
students found on Linkedin is much 
higher than the average survey re-
sponse rate. One specific area Hadley 

suspects Linkedin data under-re-
ports is volunteering rates because 
most people do not put that sort of 
activity on Linkedin, and people in 
programs like PeaceCorps and oth-
er volunteer organizations abroad 
are less likely to have Linkedin pro-
files.

Top industries Whitman alum-
ni enters into include education 
(26 percent), health care and med-
ical (11 percent), finance (six per-
cent), consulting (six percent) and 
non-profit/foundation (four per-
cent). Comparatively, data for Reed 
alumni as a whole (this data is not 
from a specific class) show that 25 
percent work in education, five per-
cent in health care and one percent 
in community service.

Noah Leavitt, director of the Stu-
dent Engagement Center, says he 

uses the data to show students what 
the new normal is for college grad-
uates – more project based, short-
term jobs and network-based hir-
ing. Instead of stressing about a 
first job that will last five or more 
years and the pressure of big ca-
reer choices right after college, stu-
dents will most likely go into a job 
for a year or two, and then move, 
and move again after another year 
or two. The message the SEC likes 
to send to students is to go and find 
something exciting to you, bring 
your different perspective, willing-
ness to learn and excitement and 
you will do great, and then you will 
be excited by another opportuni-
ty and move and throw yourself 
into that. There is no need to wor-
ry about making a decision about 
the next five to seven years because 
that is very abnormal in this new, 
more project-based economy.

Anyone with a Whitman login 
can access full alumni reports as 
well as current “Lifestyle Choic-
es Survey Reports” under “Survey 
Reports” on the Institutional Re-
search tab of Whitman’s website.

The new normal 
for college gradu-
ates [is] more pro-
ject based, short-
term jobs and net-
work based hiring.

By this time next year, two new 
buildings will be completed on 
the southern side of Whitman’s 

campus: a residence hall for sopho-
mores and a large dining hall.

The new sophomore residence hall 
will have three residential wings and 
a spacious communal atrium with 
large glass windows that will link 
the three sections. Most rooms will 
be singles and some will be connect-
ed doubles, similar to those in Lyman 
Hall. There will be over 150 beds total 
and a lounge and a kitchen for each 
16 to 18-student section.

Many of the current residence 
halls were not designed with con-
sideration for how their architec-
ture could help foster community. 
North Hall was a hospital, College 
House was a motel and Marcus House 
was a fraternity. With the new resi-
dence hall, “we have a chance to de-
sign something that’s meant for stu-
dents, and not just acquired,” Asso-
ciate Dean of Students and Director 
of Residence Life and Housing Nancy 
Tavelli said.

In addition to the sophomore 
dorm, a brand new dining hall will 
open behind Douglas Hall. It will be-
come the main dining hall on cam-
pus and will have more of a variety 
of food choices than current dining 
halls. By combining the existing din-
ing halls and widening food choices, 
the college hopes to attract students 
who live off campus to eat in the din-
ing hall. The new hall will include 
seating for over 500 people, includ-
ing outdoor seating. Other outdoor 
additions include a green recreation-
al space between the two new build-
ings, improved walkways and out-

door volleyball courts.
The dining hall in Prentiss, which 

was added in 1969, will be removed 
in order to make a spacious walkway 
to the area that will become a new 
campus hub. Additionally, the Jewett 
dining hall will be downsized into 

a cafe, and the Lyman dining area 
will be converted into a communal 
kitchen and living space. The meal 
plan system will also change, with 
students paying per food item on 
a point system rather than the one 
charge per meal system that is cur-
rently used. Tuition and room and 
board will not increase as a result of 
the construction of these new build-
ings or the change in the charging 
system for meals.

One of the most important consid-
erations in the process of building 
the new residence and dining hall 
was the environmental impact. Cam-
pus Sustainability Coordinator Bran-
don Bishop is responsible for many of 
the environmentally conscious de-
cisions that have been made during 
the construction process. Each of the 
new buildings will make use of nat-
ural light and have solar panels on 

their roofs.
“These buildings will nearly quad-

ruple our solar energy generation 
on campus with the construction of 
a combined 116kW of solar panels,” 
Bishop said.

50 percent of the materials from 
the demolished structures are being 
re-purposed and reused in construc-
tion. In addition, two of the hous-
es that used to sit on the construc-
tion site were sold for a symbolic $1 
and relocated in whole. Another for-
ward-thinking aspect of construc-
tion is that the infrastructure for 
an electric car charging station will 
be put into place. Also, healthy trees 
that were growing in what has be-
come the construction site have been 
protected and will be integrated into 
the landscaping after construction. 
These steps are part of a plan to reach 
carbon neutrality by 2050 and offset 
50 percent of carbon emissions by 
2020.

First-year Nancy Delgado, an An-
derson Hall resident, has a view of 
the construction sight from her 
room.

“Although it’s definitely loud and 
kind of annoying, at least it’s helped 
me get up before my alarm goes off. 
I wouldn’t mind at all living in the 
new residence hall,” she explained. 
“It seems as if it would actually be 
convenient to live there since it 
wouldn’t be too far from the heart of 
campus and there would be a dining 
hall a few steps away.”

Currently, Whitman sophomores 
don’t have a designated common 
space on campus.

“We’re really trying to find ways 
to build community and inclusion 
in the sophomore class,” Tavelli said. 
“That’s what the residence hall is try-
ing to accomplish.”

by ADAM ROONEY
Staff Reporter

NEW SOPHOMORE DORM 
TO BE COMPLETED FALL ‘18

Construction for the dorm and dining hall in progress behind Anderson Hall. 
Photo by Caroline Ashford-Arya

We’re real-
ly trying to find ways 
to build community 
and inclusion in the 
sophomore class.
Nancy Delgado
Class of ‘21
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Selections from the Great Mexi-
can-American Songbook” by Paul 
Valadez graced the walls of the Ste-

vens Gallery from July 17 to Septem-
ber 16.  The exhibit consisted of  a se-
ries of collages printed on music sheets 
with layers of images and language 
that explore the presence of Mexi-
can-American culture in American his-
tory.  It  was  the third annual exhibi-
tion installed in conjunction with the 
Whitman Summer Read Program. This 
year’s novel is “Make Your Home Among 
Strangers” by Jennine Capó Crucet. Both 
Valadez and Crucet explore the theme 
of American identities not represented 
in popular culture and mainstream me-
dia.

One of the inspirations for the exhib-
it was  the idea of “The Great American 
Songbook,” which is a collection of nota-
ble music that claims to represent pop-
ular American culture of the early twen-
tieth century. Valadez explained why he 
was drawn to this idea of creating a new 
take on that traditional notion. 

“It was this idea of these songs that 
represent this great American culture 
and I thought, there’s so much more lay-
ers, there’s so much more,” Valadez said. 
“What about the Mexican-American 
songbook, what would that be like?”

The exhibit illustrated Valadez’s, and 
many other Americans’, experiences 
as members of multicultural or racial 
minorities in the United States. Vala-
dez grew up with a Mexican father and 
an Anglo mother. His work was inspired 
by his experience navigating his Mexi-
can-American identity and never fully 
identifying with either group.

For viewers living in the present po-
litical climate, the political message be-
hind Valadez’s work is undeniable. Col-
leen Boken, a junior Art History and His-
tory double major at Whitman, spoke to 
this aspect. 

“Music is like a revolution,” Boken 
said. “There is a political message and 
underlying meaning to everything.”

That political message is found in 
the of Valadez’s artwork, which speaks 

about the role of immigrants in Ameri-
can society.

“This came out of this idea of trying 
to create this history of, or re-contextu-
alizing the history of peoples that have 
always been here,” Valadez said. 

More broadly speaking,  Valadez ex-
plained  art’s ability to resonate with 
viewers in a way that is  unlike other 
means of communication. For him, the 
viewer’s interpretation is more impor-
tant that the author’s message  in dis-
plays such as “Selections from the Great 
Mexican-American Songbook.”

“If I wanted to tell a story, I would 
write it down so there would be no mis-
taking,” Valadez said. “But instead,  I 
don’t write it down. I want the mistakes. 
I want you to see it, think it, respond to 
something.”

Daniel Forbes, director of the Shee-
han Gallery, helped organize the dis-
play and also commented on the way 
artwork, specifically Valadez’s, can 
serve as a way to communicate. He 
praised the way the exhibition’s title 
captures much meaning.

“One of the things that I love about 
his title, ‘Selections from the Great Mex-
ican-American Songbook,’ is essential-
ly he was using that as a way of talk-
ing about how you can’t really canon-
ize music because it’s so broad and it 
exists in so many different ways within 
so many different groups,” Forbes said. 
“I think for me that’s kind of the same 
thing when we try to determine what 
an American looks like.”

Valadez characterizes his discovery 
of Whitman College as serendipitous. 
He encountered several people who 
mentioned Whitman over short period 
of time and ultimately decided to reach 
out donate “Selections from the Great 
Mexican-American Songbook” series to 
the college’s collection.

Valadez is a professor in the Art de-
partment at the University of Texas, Rio 
Grande Valley, located at the U.S.-Mexi-
can border. Thanks to his generous do-
nation, and funding from Reid Campus 
Center and Whitman’s Office of the Pres-
ident, “Selections from the Great Mexi-
can-American Songbook” will be a per-
manent part of Whitman’s art collec-
tion.

A talk with 
artist Paul Valadez
by EMMA CHUNG
Staff Reporter

Two communities, the students 
and faculty of Whitman College 
and Walla Walla community 

members, filled Hunter Conservatory 
on Friday, Sept. 15. They were gathered 

to hear a live performance of Kate and 
the Crocodiles, a three person band 
from Portland, Ore. The band’s sing-
er, Kate Morrison, is a Whitman alum-
na, having graduated in 1995 with a 
degree in anthropology. The rest of 
the band consists of Gavin Bondy (of 
Pink Martini) on both french horn 

and trumpet, and Craig Bidondo on 
piano.

The trio started performing to-
gether in 2013, and developed their 
own style  of  blending  jazz, pop and 
classical genres. This was particular-
ly evident in their “Erlkonig Medley/
Lullaby,” which mixed the works of 

Franz Schubert, Led Zeppelin and Phil 
Lynch, the studio music instructor for 
guitar here at Whitman College.  In 
this piece, the story of a father whose 
son was being hunted in the woods 
captivated the audience. The villain of 
the piece had the voice of “Stairway to 
Heaven,” “Immigrant Song” and other 
hits from Led Zeppelin. 

The band—and band name—origi-
nated right in the heart of Walla Wal-
la.  The owner of the Marcus Whit-
man Hotel is a close friend of Kate’s, 
and he hired her to play a gig at the 
hotel.  She brought together a small 
group of mostly Whitman communi-
ty members to form a band and called 
it “Kate and the Crocodiles,” because 
the owner of the hotel always called 
her “Cake,” while she called him “Kyle 
Crocodile.”

“[I put the band together] with the 
idea that I could bring musicians in 
and out as I wanted to, so it would al-
ways be my band and I always need-
ed a band, but I could bring other 
people in, which was great until I got 
these guys [Bondy and Bidondo] and I 
really liked what we were doing and 
I thought,  I kinda just want to stick 
with [them],” Morrison said.

This was not the only  reason Kate 
and the Crocodiles was formed. They 
all saw a potential in the Northwest 
music scene to create a new blend 
of genres and style. The trio all ex-
pressed their love for  the area, par-
ticularly the Portland music scene. Bi-
dondo originally studied music at Bi-
ola University in Los Angeles. He re-

members that once, the reason for 
going to LA was to play with the best. 
Now his view has changed.

“The best players in the world are 
all sitting around with no gigs, and 
they’re all going to jam sessions, hop-
ing that someone will hear them 
... Here I am in Los Angeles and I feel 
like a fish out of water,” Bidondo re-
called. “Every time I did a gig, all the 
musicians would talk about Portland 
and how cool it was, and how there 
was a vibrant, live music scene.”

Now, Bidondo has been working in 
Portland for the last 23 years with no 
intent on going back to LA.

Bondy  expressed similar senti-
ments for the Northwest.

“It’s a good [music scene]” Bondy 
said. “It’s amazing how difficult it is 
in surprising places, like the music 
scene in LA is almost two dimension-
al compared to what we have [in] ... Se-
attle and Portland and even in Walla 
Walla.”

The trio all echoed a love for the 
way the Northwest supports the orig-
inality of the music they are playing. 

“Best part of being a musician in 
the Northwest is that it seems like 
whatever you want to do is open,” 
Morrison said. “People are support-
ive of it ... Which works well for me 
because I like all kinds of music. Like 
we’re putting together classical and 
rock in ways that I’ve never heard be-
fore, but it’s okay because we’re in the 
Northwest, and it’s sort of the gene-
sis or place where a lot of things were 
born.”

Kate and the Crocodiles blends genres
by ALASDAIR PADMAN
Staff Reporter
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The first Fridays at Four event of the semester was kicked off by Kate and the Crocodiles. Photo by Caroline Ashford

(Top) Paul Valadez laid out work from his current project for community members to interact with.  (Bottom) Valadez is pictured 
describing the creative process for his new series of collage works.  Photos by Natalie Mutter

Swisher is not alone in returning to 
old trends. Many Whitman students are 
purchasing records and turntables.

Sophomore Sam Armstrong bought 
his Audio Technica LP60, a fully auto-
matic stereo turntable system, four 
years ago when his taste shifted from 
contemporary music to sounds of the 
‘60s and ‘70s.

“When I was reading about old art-
ists and talking about them to peo-
ple, I saw the reoccurring theme of vi-
nyl,” Armstrong said. “Vinyl was the 
common median for music produced 
around that time.”

In the midst of an iTunes and Spoti-
fy-infused era, people like Armstrong 
are looking to vinyl for an in-the-mo-
ment experience. Since a record player 
is not the most convenient way to listen 
to music, listening to vinyl becomes a 
deliberate and purposeful pastime that 
contrasts with our fast-paced world.

“When you listen to music through 
a streaming service, you are much less 
likely to be listening to a whole collec-
tion of someone’s art,” Armstrong said. 
“People can use Spotify and iTunes an-
ywhere, and will often listen to music 
as just a background to everyday activ-
ities. With vinyl, music is more of an ac-
tivity that exists on its own.”

Vinyl turntables can be large, bulky 
and difficult to transport. While many 
see this as a reason not to return to vin-
tage formats, Armstrong sees a listen-
ing experience void of distractions.

“You are handling records and are 
required to be somewhat present with 
the music in order to change records 
or put an album on another side,” Arm-
strong said. “You can’t transport your 
record player and instead will more 
likely find yourself sitting down in the 
same room for hours on end listening 
to a broader spectrum of a person’s ar-
tistic ability.”

Besides being difficult to transport, 
another drawback regarding vinyl is 
that  one must be conscious of record 
quality. The shift in recording methods 
and consumer preferences has resulted 
in decreased quality of many records. 
Armstrong advises people to look for 
original record pressings and do their 
research before making a purchase.

“Since how we listen to music has 
shifted over the years, there has been 
less of a focus on vinyl as time has gone 
on,” Armstrong said. “In the 1990’s, vi-
nyl was as obsolete as it could be. When 
you start listening to records that are 
being digitally recorded and put into 
an analog format, you can hear quite a 
difference in quality.”

Sophomore McKenna Bixby’s pas-
sion for vinyl stemmed from her dad’s 
collection. She found that vinyl record 
players not only gave her a tangible way 
to interact with music, but also allowed 
her to form connections with people.

“I liked feeling like I was buying 
something kind of retro,” Bixby said. 
“My parents had a fun time helping 
me find music to get on vinyl, talking 
about their record players that they 

had when they were younger.”
Bixby feels the rise in vinyl popular-

ity could help connect others in a way 
that other music formats cannot.

“I think that it’s cool that more peo-
ple are exploring vinyl,” Bixby said. “It 
allows for cool conversations with peo-
ple of older generations that had record 
players. I think that it could connect a 
lot of people.”

As vinyl culture returns, adapts into 
the modern music world and connects 
generations, it forms a cycle  that con-
tinues to spin for decades.

The Wire Radio Hour goes live today - 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time, on 
90.5 KWCW. Listen up! We take a turn 
in the Penrose archives; we discuss 
changes in Whitman admissions and 
potential changes in the Walla Wal-
la City Council; we talk crocs; we talk 
music; we talk to Washington State At-
torney General Bob Ferguson about 
for-profit universities (hint: they’re 
often pretty wack) and Bruce Spring-
steen (hint: he the boss). 

Listen in on KWCW, and if you miss it 
there, or just want to take it for anoth-
er spin, episode one will also be avail-
able on Itunes, Stitcher or your pod-
cast provider of choice. Tell your hom-
ies, ‘cuz it’s on. 

Join us as we ride into the future. Join 
as we walk into the light.
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Whitman’s volleyball team be-
gan the 2017 season by trave-
ling to San Antonio, Texas, to 

play in a tournament hosted by Trini-
ty University. The four teams Whitman 
played against were all ranked in the 
top 25 nationally, including defend-
ing national champion Calvin College 
from Michigan. After improving from 
ninth, and therefore last place, in the 
Northwest Conference in 2015 to a tie 
for fourth in 2016, Whitman enters the 
2017 season set on continuing the pos-
itive trend. This evolution will include 
bringing in and developing nine first-
years into the program.

The opening game of the season was 
against 14-ranked host Trinity, and al-
though Whitman put up a strong ef-
fort throughout, particularly in the 
second set where they fell 25-23, Trin-
ity won in three straight sets. The re-
maining three games in Texas came 
against sixth-ranked Cal Luther-
an, first-ranked Calvin College and 
23-ranked Wisconsin-Oshkosh, respec-
tively.

Whitman battled for every point, 
playing tough and hanging around 
until late in each set against top com-
petition. This ability to stay within 
striking distance against top teams 
was impressive, even to the players 
themselves, as junior Megan Henry 
discussed.

“I don’t think we realized how much 
potential and talent we have until we 
saw it up against the top teams in the 
nation. Now that we know we can com-
pete with that caliber of a team we have 
more confidence in what we do,” Henry 
said.

Entering a tournament full of na-
tionally-ranked programs, the team ex-
pected and relished the opportunity to 
compete at a high level. Junior captain 
Codie Conching focused on the posi-
tives from the team’s first games of the 
season.

“I am so proud of my team because 
we truly competed against some of the 
most elite teams in the nation, com-
ing within two points of winning a set 
against the reigning national champi-
ons,” Conching said.

Senior and fellow captain Anna Daw-
son echoed similar optimism, while 
also acknowledging what they had to 
work on to improve.

“We went in knowing it was going 
to be very tough, but we were excited 
to compete. We ended the tournament 
with four losses ... but felt like we could 
learn a lot from those game to prepare 
us for conference,” Dawson said.

“We found that we wanted to become 
more mentally tough and technical-
ly tough. It was intimidating knowing 
the successes of the other teams, and 
at times I think that got to our heads,” 
Dawson continued.

The trip was also a great chance for 
the team to bond and bring all of the 
new players into the fold, while getting 

used to being part of a collegiate team. 
Megan Henry spoke to the usefulness of 
trips like this one.

“It gives our team a chance to bond 
more. We all room together and I think 
that helps integrate the team more in-
stead of having a big separation be-
tween first-years and upperclassmen,” 
Henry said.

While the trip itself helps, much of 
the responsibility for the first-years’ 
transition falls on the returning play-
ers. Codie Conching praised this aspect 
of the team so far this season.

“I think the returnees have been do-
ing an amazing job in terms of shaping 
and exemplifying the values and expec-
tations of our team,” Conching said.

Conference play began with two 
more tight games against Puget Sound 
and Pacific Lutheran on the road. Both 
games went the full five sets, with Whit-
man defeating Puget Sound and losing 
to Pacific Lutheran. In the victory, Whit-
man overcame a two-to-one set deficit 
by winning the fourth 25-20 and pro-
ceeded to take the tight fifth 17-15.

Whitman is off to a solid start in con-
ference with a 1-1 record to begin the 
season, including a win over the sec-
ond place finisher in the Northwest 
Conference from a season ago, Pacif-
ic Lutheran. This positive momentum 
combined with the competitive expe-
rience against some of the best teams 
in the nation from the San Antonio 
tournament gives Whitman volleyball 
the chance to have their best season in 
years.

EVERYTHING’S 
BIGGER IN TEXAS: 
volleyball travels to 

San Antonio 

This year, the Whitman women’s 
frisbee program has reached un-
precedented levels of success. 

Eight Sweets or Sweets alumni were 
invited to the United States U24 na-
tional team tryouts, which is a com-
petition that determines who will be 
representing the United States in ul-
timate frisbee on the international 
level. Even more impressive, however, 
is that out of those eight current and 
former players, four secured spots on 
the U24 mixed-gender team. Claire 
Revere, Ari Lozano, Alissa Soo and 
Alex Hardesty all were selected to the 
U24 national team and will be repre-
senting the United States on the fris-
bee world’s largest stage. The other 
four, Linnea Soo, Margo Heffron, Nina 
Finley and Robbie Farwell, exhibit 
great promise in just being invited to 
compete in the selective tryouts.

These selections are a remarkable 
accomplishment for the Sweets pro-
gram. This is especially true for Alex 
Hardesty, who is the only one of the 
four Whitman players who has not 
played on any United States national 
team before.  

“I’m most looking forward to the 
magnitude of the event,” says the 
Sweets alumni. “To even imagine the 
moment of arrival as Team USA on 
day one of the competition makes 
me incredibly stoked. It’s a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to compete at 
the world level in anything, so I’m 
looking forward to the international 
competition in the best sport in the 
world.”

The tryouts were hosted in June in 
Aurora, Colo. and there is certainly 
no lack of competition for a spot on 
the U24 team. Senior and current cap-
tain of the Sweets, Alissa Soo, com-
pares this year’s tryouts to her time 
on the U20 United States national 
team.

“I think it was more difficult to get 
younger girls out to the U20 tryouts, 
so there were less people. The U24 try-
outs had more people with more ex-
perience,” Soo said.

With all the big-names in college 
frisbee congregating in one space, 
one might assume that the environ-
ment would be filled with hostili-
ty. Soo, however, explained that ul-
timate frisbee players prioritize 
healthy competition.

“It’s fun to meet the people you’ve 
heard of and have played against in 
college. Everyone becomes friendly 
at the tryouts and competes in a very 
positive way,” Soo added.

Now that the team has been final-
ized, there will be training sessions 
in Atlanta in November. But Atlanta 
and Aurora are the least exotic of the 
team’s excursions. The World Cham-
pionship competition itself will be 
held in Perth, Australia. It will take 
place in January and temperatures of-
ten surpass 100 degrees Fahrenheit in 
Perth during this time of year.

Overall, it is indeed significant 
that the Whitman Sweets are repre-
sented by four players on the same 
Worlds team. 

“With regards to the Sweets pro-
gram as a whole, I think it showcases 
the high level of play that a small lib-
eral arts college of 1,500 students is 
capable of. And that’s huge in the ul-
timate frisbee community. I was part 
of the team when we decided to make 
the leap from playing ultimate at a 
DIII level to DI level. In my 3 years as a 
captain of the Sweets, it was definite-
ly one of my goals to show just how 

good the underdogs were (us).”
Lozano is in a unique position be-

cause she played for the exact same 
mixed-gender U24 team in 2015.

“This year will be different com-
ing in as a returner for sure,” she said, 
reminiscing on her past experiences 
with the team. “My first year playing, 
I looked up to the returners a lot. I 
can only hope that I serve as good of a 
role model to the new players as those 
returners were for me two years ago.”

Although the competition will be 
an intense show of talent, trial and 
grit, there are other elements too.

“One of the best parts of Worlds 
for me last time was meeting play-
ers from around the world,” Soo ex-
plained.

This sentiment appears to stretch 
widely across the board. Building re-
lationships and having fun are a huge 
part of the ultimate community. Each 
of the players have expressed their 
excitement to craft new friendships, 
travel and soak in the World Compe-
tition experience on levels even be-
yond playing with and against the 
best of the best.

WHITMAN  WOMEN ’S  FRISBEE: 
SWEETS  TAKE  NATIONALS

by WIL KOTNIK
Sports Writer

by MARIO 
SANTOS-DAVIDSON
Sports Writer

Current Sweets players and alumni tried out for the U24 national team in Aurora, Colo. in June. 
Photo contributed by Claire Revere

VOLLEYBALL
Women’s
at Pacific Lutheran University 
Sept. 16 W 3-2

CROSS COUNTRY
Men’s
15th of 19 at Sundodger Invite
Women’s
11th of 20 at Sundodger Invite

GOLF
Men’s
11th place in PLU Collegiate Open
Women’s
1st place in PLU Invitational

UPCOMING
Men’s Soccer
Sept. 23 at UPS
Women’s Soccer
Sept. 23 at Pacific University

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
v. Pacific University Sept. 17 W 4-0
Women’s
v. Willamette University L 1-3

I think it show-
cases the high level of 
play that a small liber-
al arts college of 1,500 
students is capable of

Ari Lozano
Class of ‘16

The primary responsibility of 
the “clown life” is entertaining the 
crowd. Rumford’s southern drawl re-
verberated through the Pendleton 
stands as he paced around the center 
of the ring Saturday afternoon. He 
takes this job seriously.

“When people come to the rodeo, 
we have to keep them feeling like 
they’re being entertained,” he said. 
“That’s why our job is critical. It’s to 
ensure everyone has a good time be-
cause the world we live in is a scary 
place.”

This “good time” primarily comes 
as a result of Rumford’s stand-up 
comedy inspired delivery and sense 
of humor. The crowd of 17,000 erupt-
ed with laughter as he paced around 
the arena providing snarky advice. 
“On a hot day it’s important to stay 
hydrated. So buy yourself a cold beer.”

Rumford was also quick to poke 
fun at the more dangerous, necessary 
side of his profession. “Everywhere I 
go I’m almost injured by an animal.”

Friendly banter aside, rodeo 
clowns play an essential role in ath-
lete safety as they are responsible for 
distracting bulls from fallen riders. 
Bullriders are often left in extremely 
prone positions after they are bucked 

off of the animals. Equipped with 
loose-fitting, bright clothing and 
face paint, the clowns distract the 
bulls long enough to ensure the rid-
ers are able to scramble to safety. Al-
though extremely dangerous, Rum-
ford has a great deal of respect for 
this part of his job.  

“I love bulls,” Rumford said. “Bulls 
don’t care if you’re black or white or 
Chinese. They don’t care if you’re tall 
or fat or skinny. To a bull, every per-
son is the same; the mean ones want 
to run you over. I just love that be-
cause they’re not judgemental of an-
ybody.”

Despite this danger, Rumford has 
no current plans for retirement. His 
career is anything but typical, and 
that might be what Rumford appreci-
ates the most.

“Every day I go to work, it’s like, 
‘Wow, that’s awesome,’” Rumford 
said. “I feel bad for everyone who has 
to go to an office every day.”

Most importantly, however, Rum-
ford sees the rodeo as an escape from 
everyday life—a place where people 
can let go and laugh. If his future per-
formances are anything like Satur-
day in Pendleton, he will always be 
guaranteed to brighten a few faces in 
the crowd.

A wrangler tips his hat to the crowd at the Round-Up. Photo by Natalie Mutter

from CLOWN, page 1

Clownin’ Around
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‘I HOPE I MAKE FRIENDS’

Take a walk through Anderson Hall 
on a Sunday night, 8:00 p.m. and a 
strange silence will surround you. 

Each dorm room remains empty, aching 
for its owners. Reaching the end of the 
hall, the silence is broken by the warm 
chatter of a meeting of friends soon to be 
a family. It is section meeting night in An-
derson Hall.

Third week of college, treading the 
line between unnerving anxiety and the 
bliss that comes with finding your new 
friends. The members of C-Section, fondly 
known as C-Sec, slowly trickle into the sec-
tion lounge. I sit on the shiny green couch-
es, waiting for the second time in my col-
lege career to meet my new section mates, 
even if it’s only for an hour or so. Each 
new entry to the room results in a double 
take as their eyes dart back to me, the un-
known figure, before giving a little smile 
and sitting down on the floor.

As the flow of first-years begins to slow, 
Katie Davie, the RA for C-Sec calls everyone 
together. The first matter of business is the 
section flag football team’s first game. “I 
thought that flag football was capture 
the flag, and it was only yesterday that I 
found out they were different. So it will 

be great!” grins Katie. As laughter ripples 
around the section lounge, the individual 
personalities of the section begin to shine 
through.

“Well I thought it was soccer!” chimes 
in a girl across the room. Soon the section 
is all roaring in laughter.

“It was about a week in that I started to 
feel like people were coming out in their 
personalities. The first section meeting 
was like a lot of ‘AHHH!’ I was also feeling 
that way, and now its seems like people 
are getting more comfortable,” Davie said.

The members of the section agree. As 
they took turns sharing their rose, thorn 
and sexy gardener, a tradition at Ander-
son section meetings, many people say 
that their high (or rose) of the week was 
becoming more comfortable at Whit-
man.

The shift towards feeling at home is wel-
comed by many, as they agree that their 
first week of college was very nerve-wrack-
ing and stressful. At section dinner lat-
er, I joined Lena Friedman, Lauren D’An-
gelo and Brooke Neupert, all members 
of C-Sec, on the lawn of Prentiss. We each 
sat with our plates of sustenance ranging 
from salad to pasta.

“I was pretty nervous [during orienta-
tion]. There were people everywhere – all 
in the halls – and the RA’s and SA’s were 
helping me carry my stuff up. It was kind 
of like going to summer camp, but then 

you’re staying here for a lot longer,” D’An-
gelo said.

For Neupert, orientation was busy and 
overwhelming, but as the school year has 
progressed, she is beginning to realize 
how big of a change college is. “I was just 
thinking in steps. Like, okay, you do this 
next and then this and this. I didn’t real-
ly have time to process in that moment. 
And now I’m settling in, and I’m like, ‘Oh 
crap!’”

For many of the section members, com-
ing to college was a welcomed change 
from high school, but there are some 
things they miss.

“As far as curriculum and school stuff, 
college is already way better,” Neupert 
said. “Not to, like, bash my highschool - 
I did go to a really good high school. But 
I mostly just miss my old teachers and 
friends. They’re all scattered across the 
country at their respective colleges.”

In recounting their week in section 
meeting, many residents of C-Sec had a 
common low: the seemingly all consum-
ing piles of homework that have entered 
their lives since beginning college.

“[There is] a lot more reading than I ex-
pected. I mean I expected the humanities 
classes and social sciences to have a lot of 
reading, but basically every class is read-
ing so, like science and math and more 
STEM classes you’re reading from a text-

book, and it’s just a lot of reading, so you 
have to prioritize your time for like ... [get-
ting] the amount of reading done,” Fried-
man said.

The section meeting is one part of col-
lege that Friedman did not expect when 
coming to Whitman, but has grown to 
love. “[I] didn’t know there were a lot of 
planned activities and that you’re close-
ly linked with the group of people in your 
section. I just thought you move into a 
dorm and that you come and go and make 
some friends that live near you.”

Lena said that she appreciates all of her 
section activities. “Even if you’re not going 
to be best friends with your section mates, 
they will be just another face on campus 
you have a connection with.”

The section dinner theme was birth-
day, and the residents of C-Sec made their 
own party hats. This idea sprung from a 
suggestion made by a section member. At 
the section dinner, she broke out in laugh-
ter and suggested that they sing hap-
py birthday to an unsuspecting person 
in the dining hall – many of her section 
mates giggled in agreement.

“I think we all get along really well. I 
think roommates tend to hang out with 
each other more than everyone else, but I 
think we’re pretty cohesive when we’re all 
together and I think we have a good vibe 
going,” D’Angelo said.

While sitting between Brooke and 
her roommate at section dinner, they 
laughed and exchanged jokes as if they 
had known each for years.

“I think that’s it’s mostly one big group, 
but our wing definitely hangs out a lot. We 
have the bend on the side and we all know 
each other pretty well,” Neupert said.

“I’m kind of surprised by [how comfort-
able my section is at Whitman] ... I mean 
I’m happy people are really doing well, 
but it’s kind of funny to see how quick-
ly people feel like they’re acclimated and 
comfortable.”

Davie links her surprise with being 
able to look back on her own first-year ex-
perience and see that there is still more 
growth to come. “In hindsight, I can tell 
that when I thought I was acclimated, I 
still went further and became more com-
fortable. So at the time you feel like you’re 
far, but there’s still more to come.”

Throughout each Whitman students’ 
college careers there are many mile-
stones to pass. One of these milestones is 
the infamous first-year 80’s dance. A night 
when first years gather in the courtyard 
of Prentiss in their craziest 80’s costumes 
and dance with their new classmates. 
Legendary for the sloppy first drunken 
nights in college, cringe-worthy hookups 
and strange social dynamics, many Whit-
man upperclassmen are sure to remem-
ber their own 80’s dance. These fond or 
embarrassing, and often funny, memo-
ries are what draw many upperclassmen 
to the windows of Prentiss hall to observe 
the new class on the infamous evening.

Friedman and many of her fellow first-
years found these observers odd, but they 
did not let them ruin their night. “It was 
cool that it was right outside and it was a 
cool dance and the 80’s has a lot of good 
jams. But it was kind of awkward because 
all the upperclassmen in Prentiss were 
like videotaping me, so it was, like, you 
know ... uncomfortable.”

During my short stay in C-Sec there 
were echoes of my own memories. I was 
brought back to the sheer nervousness 
and exhaustion I felt while meeting what 
felt like half of the world and having to 
put on a big fake smile, the happiness I felt 
when I realized the girl two doors down 
and I were becoming friends and the of-
ten embarrassing memories of entering 
a college party as an awkward first-year. 
Looking back a year, I know that the resi-
dents of C-Sec have much more to experi-
ence and grow, but the process is all a part 
of the first-year experience.

Many of the girls of C-Sec are unsure 
what the rest of their year will hold, but 
many of them have goals they hope to 
achieve.

“[I hope] to get good grades and not get 
so stressed out. And I hope that I make 
friends. And succeed at most things 
that I do. And just generally be not super 
stressed, that’d be nice,” Neupert said.

Davies’s goal for her section is to sim-
ply make Whitman their home and its stu-
dents their family.

“I hope that people would have their 
doors open. It was one of the things that 
was really nice about my first year. And 
I think that’s happened a good amount. 
Another thing ... [is] I hope that people 
can walk into the dining hall and feel 
not afraid of like, ‘Who am I going to sit 
with?’... That they would see a group of 
other people in C-Section or just in gener-
al other people in Anderson and feel com-
fortable sitting with them.”

A birthday-themed dinner in Prentiss Dining Hall. “I think we’re pretty cohesive ... and I think we all have a good vibing going,” said C-Sec member Lauren D’Angelo.
Photo by Samarah Uribe

Preparing for section dinner in the C-Sec lounge. Photo by Samarah Uribe

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ANDERSON HALL C-SEC, 2017

by ALEX BROCKMAN
Staff Reporter
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Whitman’s Diversity Problem
In an elite and overwhelmingly white 

liberal arts college such as Whitman, 
there is always talk about how there 

should be more diversity, especially in 
terms of race and ethnicity. The college 
holds a Race & Equity workshop every 
year and claims both to have focused 
on diversifying the student body dur-
ing the admissions process and to have 
helped create a bigger space for  stu-
dents of color to express their opinions. 
However, there is one significant prob-
lem that remains with diversity: What 
happens after we bring more interna-
tional and students of color to  the col-
lege?

The truth is, bringing more non-
white or non-American students to 
Whitman won’t solve its diversity issue. 
Of course, the diversity quota would be 
higher and the school could brag about 
the fact that the African American pop-
ulation on campus was raised from the 
0.8 percent that it was the previous year, 
to 1 percent. Or that the new class of in-
ternational students contains 5 more 
students than the previous class (but 
let’s not forget that the number of first-
years is bigger this year as well). Bring-
ing students from countries that most 
white Americans on campus haven’t 
heard about won’t solve the issue of di-
versity. Simply bringing them here 
doesn’t mean that Whitman is becom-
ing more diverse. Diversity is a matter 

of ideology; it is something that should 
be unquestionably integrated into our 
way of thinking, not something that the 
white American students should treat 
as some form of ‘charity’ or ‘benefit’ for 
themselves.

The issue with diversity falls upon 
us: international students and students 
of color. The problem is very simple: 
many international students feel like 
instruments used in order to educate 
the white students or to be part of the 
statistics that will be used for the col-
lege to go higher in the rankings. Our 
bodies and our experiences shouldn’t 
be minimized to how others feel and 
think about them. Many of us also feel 
forced to be representatives of our coun-
tries or the communities we come from. 
I want others to understand that if I am 
a representative of my country, it is be-
cause I choose to be so, not because it is 
something that I have to be. I am a stu-
dent here just like everyone else, and 
although I like people to know about 
my country and to talk about the place 
I grew up in, I would like everyone to 
know about me as a person first.

I know that many American minor-
ities feel that they are always expected 
to represent their communities and to 
spread knowledge about their culture 
and heritage to others, or to clear up any 
misconceptions that others might have. 
This is hugely problematic because they 
are not here to teach anyone or to help 
white students understand issues that 
they are ignorant about. No minority 

should be forced into giving the majori-
ty some taste of diversity or some knowl-
edge about the real America, knowledge 
which is clearly lacking for many stu-
dents. Consequently, as a minority, my-
self and many other students interact-
ing more with other minorities due 
to this shared experience and sim-
ilar daily  struggle. Unfortunate-
ly, we are often judged for this or 
considered as unable to fit into the 
wave of the college campus, with-
out thinking of what always push-
es us into searching for the friend-
ship of one another. I don’t have a 
specific solution for Whitman to 
solve this issue. I would only like to 
say that the white American stu-
dents should not have these ex-
pectations and demands from 
us, and if they can’t be under-
standing, then they should let 
us survive in the safe haven we 
as minorities have created for 
ourselves.

This campus is not a safe 
space for many of us, and I 
can undoubtedly say that I 
felt I had a safe space during 
the international orienta-
tion right before the general 
freshmen orientation. Since then, I 
have felt that I could be myself only 
with the other minorities and in-
ternational students who expect 
me to be nothing more than my-
self. Thankfully for them, this is 
enough.

by RINA CAKRANI
Columnist

Rewind to the eclipse frenzy be-
fore school started, with peo-
ple looking up confusedly with 

some snazzy patterned glasses, or look-
ing through a slit in a large cardboard 
box. It was a time when people were ex-
cited about the sun. And what was go-
ing on was actually a pretty incredi-
ble feat of human ingenuity. From the 
start, the sun has always held special 
significance: something so bright you 
can’t look at it directly without special 
protections, the literal reason for our 
existence, the center that we revolve 
around, but way too hot to ever engage 
with directly. To look at the eclipse 
then becomes a bold statement about 
what is possible for human beings.

At the time of the eclipse viewing, I 
didn’t have glasses, yet everywhere I 
turned, people offered their own view-
ing instruments with the aggressive 
generosity of one of my childless aunts. 
Human decency is alive and well; the 
moon just has to be covering the sun 
for people to be open about it. Yet I 
couldn’t help but wonder why people 

couldn’t unite so harmoniously about 
any other issue. Of course the eclipse is 
a majestic natural phenomenon that 
we should all seek to enjoy, but if the 
eclipse suggests that people with wide-
ly differing interests can come to con-
sensus about what is worth looking at 
(i.e.; the sun), why can we not come to 
consensus about what is worth paying 
attention to, like issues of income ine-
quality?

History proves that we are capa-
ble of great, impressive feats, and sug-
gests that the underlying desire to 
achieve, to overcome and to progress 
is something essential to our human-
ity. Technological progress and the 
idea that we’ve overcome challenges is 
undeniable. I have an iPhone that can 
do in 2 seconds what took the bright-
est minds of the 1950s struggled to ac-
complish. Yet for every challenge over-
come, for every hurdle leapt and for 
every triumph, there remain systemic 
issues like racism, sexism and inequal-
ity. While there have been some steps 
made to remedy these social ills, they 
are not nearly as openly defiant or as 
hopeful as staring directly at the sun, 
with only some tinted plastic to pro-

tect your bare eyeballs. But if people of 
every age, background and station in 
life can gather round together to look 
at the sun, what’s to stop people from 
connecting on other things? I cannot 
see an answer in sight.

Because the sun is visible, the 
eclipse can be seen – viewers are in con-
sensus about what is going on. No one 
with functioning eyes could deny the 
experience of a total eclipse, yet people 
deny the need for social reform every 
other day. And so, I am forced to come 
to terms with the at once hopeful mes-
sage that all people can come together 
and enjoy the progress and triumph of 
the human spirit as it allows us to look 
at the hot ball of gas that makes all life 
on earth possible, while also conven-
iently doing nothing about the disa-
greements between the many diverse 
human lives on earth. The eclipse ap-
peals to a more fundamental human 
connection with nature, while doing 
nothing for the human connection 
with other humans. I only hope that 
maybe one day, we can develop ‘socie-
ty glasses’ that help us look directly at 
our problems, and connect with other 
people about how to solve them.

Faith, Future 
and the Eclipse 

by PEGGY LI
Columnist

Shiny red delicious apples, a grainy 
photograph of Einstein overlaid 
with multicolored Comic Sans, plas-

tic school desks with fiberboard tops, 
fluorescent lighting embedded in the 
ceiling, a chalkboard with wispy half-
erased suggestions of calculus. These 
are the signs and symbols of the Amer-
ican classroom. They are immediate-
ly recognizable by virtually everyone 
in this country and have run so deep 
that they’ve almost become synony-
mous with education itself; to be edu-
cated is to have spent a good amount of 
time here, in one of those wobbly seats, 
taking pop quizzes and asking on-topic 
questions.

But what, really, is education? May-
be you’d be tempted to follow the OED 
in defining it as “the process of receiv-
ing or giving systematic instruction.” 
But, then, what about someone who’s 
received systematic instruction in the 
armed forces? Most of us are willing to 
use words like “instructed” or “trained” 
to describe those who’ve passed 
through boot camp, but the word “edu-
cated” is often reserved for those who’ve 
had systematic instruction in another 
subset of the corpus of human knowl-
edge.

So, to be educated isn’t to have been 
in a school and it’s not just to have re-
ceived systematic instruction. What 
else could it be? One answer put forward 
by the Brazilian educator Paulo Freire is 
that it is a form of emancipation. To be 
educated, according to this view, is to 
be liberated from vessel-hood. It is to no 
longer be a passive vessel waiting to be 

filled up with knowledge, but instead an 
active human being engaged in danger-
ous and creative acts of cognition. More 
narrowly and in slogan-form, it’s less 
about retention and more about inven-
tion.

All this is fine and well, you might 
think, so long as you’re referring to 
the stuff that happens in that building 
(pointing to Maxey), but what about all 
those other apolitical subjects: math, 
biology, chemistry, physics? Surely the 
above definition doesn’t apply to profes-
sors in these fields. Well, that depends 
on our particular inclinations. For me, 
it’s obvious that by labeling those sub-
jects apolitical, the speaker is actual-
ly making a political move. Apolitical 
subjects appear, at first blush, to have a 
heightened status, as if they transcend-
ed the ordinary monotony of civic life, 
but it is precisely this status that Hege-
lians and Marxists and other unreserv-
edly political types hope to achieve. To 
clarify, by labeling science “apolitical,” 
the speaker is rendering it impervious 
to political attacks and therefore grant-
ing its practitioners heightened politi-
cal power (if they so choose to use it).

All this is to say that instruction be-
comes education only when it is imbued 
with politics (in the broad sense). Be-
fore that happens, it’s just passive recep-
tion, no different than watching a politi-
cal debate on TV and memorizing all the 
positions. Any time, on the other hand, 
a mathematician claims to have devel-
oped a new proof or a scientist claims to 
have discovered some new quirk of the 
cosmos they enter the realm of the po-
litical. This is where the order imposed 
by the classroom, with those on-topic 
questions and pop quizzes, gives way to 
messy realities.

EDUCATION AS 
EMANCIPATION

by NIKOLAUS KENNELLY
Columnist

Voices from the Community What is the age you are most looking forward to and why?

KATY 
LALIOTIS
First-year

SAM 
HUSTON
First-year

KIRK 
LANGE
Sophomore

ALONDRA 
CONTRERAS
Senior

“I feel like I will have accomplished a lot if I live to 
be 80.”

“69 – it’s the perfect age between middle age. 
where you can still do stuff, and being old where 
you can sit on the porch and enjoy the sunset or 
be crotchety and yell at kids.”

“5-10 years after graduation: I’m a computer sci-
ence major and I could go several directions, ei-
ther working in the industry at a startup or putting 
together my own startup.”

“30 - by then I hopefully should have my life put 
together and I’ll be away from college.”
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NASA (Naughty Airplane Sex Ad-
venture) announced their plan 
to launch Hawaii into space yes-

terday. In the press conference, Dr. 
StePh.Den McSmartt mentioned that 
Hawaii, already the loneliest of all 
the states, needed to leave because 
“Honestly, who puts pineapple on piz-

zas? How is that okay?” He is fed up 
with disappointing pizza even being 
an option.

Starting next Tuesday, NASA subma-
rines equipped with jetpacks will trav-
el underneath the islands, and will lift 
them beyond the Earth’s atmosphere 
and into outer space. “Everybody living 
there will still be fine,” said McSmartt, 
“They’ll pick up enough atmosphere 
on their exit to sustain themselves in 

space.” However, Hawaiians will not 
be able to access the internet or make 
phone calls, effectively cutting them 
off from the pizza-making market.

“Since Hawaii is already off in its 
own corner of United States maps, it’ll 
be easy to just white-out or sharpie 
over,” pointed out McSmartt. NASA is 
excited to create their first constella-
tion, and is holding an office-wide raf-
fle to name it.

NASA Ends Pizza Spat 
with Hawaii

by CLARA WHEELER
Astronaughty
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If you looked at the title of the new 
Buzzfeed quiz and felt stupid, 
don’t worry, you can still read cor-

rectly. Fans of Buzzfeed have decided 
that after thousands of truly insight-
ful quizzes on the website, they want 
one ultimate mega quiz that will tell 
them, finally, who they really are. 
And Buzzfeed said challenge accept-
ed.

Naturally, only those who know 
where to look can find this omnisci-
ent quiz on the deep-dark inter-web, 
so I went undercover to get the real-
est-of-real scoops and asked the im-
portant question: “what’s the haps?”

After seven months of life in the 
dank basement of a secret communi-
ty of Quzzfeed Buizzers (people of so-
ciety that can’t resist a good internet 

“click”), and numerous interviews 
later, the scoop is finally in and here 
it is: one interviewee was told by the 
quiz that she would one day become 
famous enough to star on the show 
“Carpool Karaoke,” while another 
was told he would eventually eat a 
sandwich for lunch within the next 
three weeks and that he would find 
his dream career working at Subway.

I’m happy to report that 50 percent 
of these quiz answers came true and 
that Quzzfeed Buizzers are truly liv-
ing their best lives. So there you have 
it, folks. Buzzfeed isn’t just a website 
where you can get all your most im-
portant news from, but now also a 
website that has the quiz that can tell 
you your life’s trajectory, and who 
knows … maybe even if North Korea 
really can nuke us.

BUZZFEED 
RELEASES NEW 
QUIZ: WHICH 
BUZZFEED “WHICH 
BUZZFEED QUIZ 
ARE YOU” QUIZ 
ARE YOU?
by ANNIE STEFANIDES
Fly Squisher

Walk anywhere on campus and 
take a deep breath. You smell 
that?? It’s a little something 

called “Updog,” and it might be harmful 
to your health. Numerous reports of Up-
dog have been made to Whitman College 
authorities. Cases have been reported in 
classrooms, on Ankeny and even in town. 
This strange smell is difficult to describe, 
but impossible to miss.

“It’s tangy,” said one student who 
asked to remain anonymous, “But with 
a hidden sweetness to it. It burns a little 
at first but then you’re like, oh this is fun. 
I love it, I’ve been out here all morning 
breathing it in.”

While most experts believe that Up-
dog is a natural occurrence, others have 
speculated that this could be caused by 
pollution from the local nuclear site. We 
talked to biology professor Jo Kester for 
her take on the situation.

“Updog? Oh yeah, it’s very serious. 
The last bad case around these parts was 
some 15 years ago. Whole town smelled 
like Updog.”

When pressed for more information 
about the chemical makeup of Updog, 
Kester had little input to give.

“It’s organic, that’s for sure. No one re-
ally knows what causes it yet you seem 
to come across it everywhere. Mostly 

around younger kids. It’s not toxic or an-
ything, it’s just a nuisance. Some people 
seem to think it’s funny but I’ve always 
found all the hubbub to be a bit imma-

ture and silly.”
It’s clear that there’s one question lin-

gering in all of our minds: What, exactly, 
is Updog?

BREAKING: IT SMELLS LIKE 
UPDOG IN HERE

by MAUDE LUSTIG
Super Sniffer

Ah, how the life is bitter for 
those who cannot taste the all 
its fruit.  Recently, I was visited 

by a greater being, a being from the 
beyond, who I fully cannot compre-
hend the power of–no conception of 
a god or wizard or monster can accu-
rately equate this being.

It all started when I was sitting in 
my backyard in a hammock and I was 
visited by a craft no human could im-
agine; a saucer beyond comprehen-
sion itself landed on the gravel, re-
leasing a being I can only describe as 
“whack.”

Immediately upon greeting me 
with a few shrieks and gurgles, the 
being asked me–in perfect English no 
less–what an elevator is.

Truly, dear reader, I had to sti-
f le a chuckle.  All this pomp and cir-
cumstance?  A saucer coming to vis-
it Smalla Smalla just to inquire what 
the fuck an elevator was?  Although 

who am I to accuse aliens of being ob-
sessed with something menial.  May-
be the state of alien politics makes 
this the most pressing issue for al-
iens today–kind of like our systemat-
ic destruction of our ecosystem?  I di-
gress.

“Well, it’s almost like a spaceship,” 
I began to explain.   “But it stays in-
side of a very specific building.”

“sskkkrrreeeuuuuu What keeps 
the building from collapsing due to 
the power of its neon-combustion en-
gines? uuururueesskkk,” the being 
responded.

“Non, nous utilisons toujours l’hy-
drauliwwque sur terre,” I countered.

“Skkrkekkeeuuu Okay.   Shhhrhhr-
rnnn,” said the being.

After this brief exchange, the be-
ing disappeared into the craft, soar-
ing off to an unknown destina-
tion.   And I realized that I spoke in 
fucking French.

Until next time, lovely reader, stay 
tumultuous, stay slippery, stay copa-
cetic.

Tony Talks: 
Elevators and 

Extraterrestrials
by ANTHONY REALE
Passionate Flautist Photographer
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