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An underground music scene is 
brewing at Whitman College. Tiny 
Futon Concerts, a project start-

ed by Jake Barokas ’18, is an online plat-
form for student bands and musicians 
to share their music. What started as a 
casual jam session between band mates 
and a joint desire to share their mu-
sic  became a video series, called Tiny 
Futon Concerts, dedicated to provid-
ing student musicians with more out-

lets for performing.
“There is so much real talent around 

campus,”  Barokas said. “I just want to 
capture and share that real talent.”

The first official Tiny Futon Concert 
video was released on September 23, 
2017.  A  few members of student funk 
band  Crossing Isaacs,  including Eve 
Goldman ’18 on voice, Hunter Dunn 
’18 on bass, Steven Aslin ‘18 on drums 
and Barokas on guitar, performed a cov-
er of “Slipping” by Eryn Allen Kane. De-
spite the fact that Dunn, Goldman and 
Barokas were in fact sitting on a tiny fu-

ton and Aslin was perched on the bed, 
the beautiful melodies were the focus of 
the concert.

Barokas spoke  of how the project 
came about.

“One night, we decided to do some 
recording,” Barokas said. “I wanted to 
use my own room as a recording space, 
so we brought instruments into the 
room and just started recording. Then 
we were trying to think of a cool name 
to post the video under and I realized 
that we were sitting on a tiny futon. So 
I know Tiny Desk has some social weight 

to it already through NPR, so we decid-
ed to call it Tiny Futon Concerts. So it re-
ally started from a desire to make mu-
sic, not a desire to create a brand or a so-
cial media following.”

Eve Goldman ’18 helped Barokas with 
the social media aspect of Tiny Futon 
Concerts. In an age where social media 
is commonly used as a portal to share 
one’s passion, technology was an im-
portant element to include in the pro-
ject.

“We met and talked about how to 
brand it and get the word around, so I 

kind of helped him make an Instagram 
account and a Facebook,” Goldman said. 
“Technology is such a big thing, so hav-
ing [that] to get the word around is im-
portant.”

On a campus booming with musi-
cal talent, Tiny Futon Concert fills a nec-
essary niche for underground musi-
cians who may or may not be involved 
in school-affiliated music groups. Chloe 
Serkission ‘18, who was part of the sec-
ond Tiny Futon Concert, spoke to this as-
pect.

Nineteen hopeful prospective 
members of Varsity Nordic, 
Whitman’s improv group, filed 

into Harper Joy’s acting classroom in 
September and quietly sat down in a 
row of chairs in the back.

Four current Varsity Nordic mem-
bers, ebullient, bounded into the front 
of the classroom.

They faced the newbies.
“Hi, we’re Varsity Nordic!” said soph-

omore member Ruby Daniel, in much 
of the same way the team announc-
es themselves during their improv 
shows. “Welcome to our workshop.”

Then it began.

TAKE ONE: THE WORKSHOP
The Varsity Nordic workshop was 

low-stress, low-stakes. It gave prospec-
tive Nordicers a space to goof around 
and try out improv. Many who partic-
ipated in the workshop were there just 
for fun, while other chose to pursue 
auditions, which occurred during the 
following week.

The space was designed to reflect 
improv’s essential spirit: playful and 
free-flowing.

“The floor is a trampoline when 
you’re doing improv. You can bounce 
as high as you want, you can fall down, 
you can be an egg and someone else 
can bounce you open. You can do what-
ever you want and there are people 
around you who want to do it with you 
who will support your choices so you 
can kind of go anywhere,” Daniel said. 
“It just feels good.”

“It’s just another way to express 
yourself and to play with people. So 
much is about what the two of you 
are doing in that moment. It’s just an-
other opportunity to really be with 
someone in a present place and play 
with them, which I think is rare,” add-
ed Noah Yaconelli, a senior member of 
Varsity Nordic. “No matter what, you 
don’t have a choice to not be present 
and playful.”

Varsity Nordic split the 19 partici-
pants into two groups to begin warm-
ups: one group went with two current 

members of Varsity Nordic, and anoth-
er group went with the other two Var-
sity Nordicers.

A warm-up unlike any other varsity 
sports’ team, Varsity Nordic taught the 
participants a series of nonsensical, 
playful games to get the comic blood 
flowing.

The first game was called “Five 
Things.” Everyone shuffled into a circle 
and one person in the circle pointed to 
another, giving them a topic to say five 

things about.
“What are five embarrassing things 

that you did today?” one participant 
asked.

“Snoozed my alarm five times,” a 
participant said.

“One!” Everyone else in the group 
shouted.

“Took a really long poop!”
“Two!”
“Spilled Coke everywhere!”
“Three!”

“Asked for more food at Bon App!”
“Four!”
“Couldn’t think of a fifth thing!”
“Five!”
“It’s tough to be able to come 

up with these things!” The person 
laughed.

“That’s improv!” Two others laughed 
simultaneously.

The cycle went on and on until 
everyone in the group had said five 
things about a particular topic. The 

topics ranged from naming five green 
items to five ways to describe hair.

The next game was called “Hey Fred 
Schnieder, what are you doing?”

The group stayed in a circle and 
clapped their hands to a funky beat. 
Everyone in the circle named off some-
thing that Fred Schneider, whoever 
he is, could be doing, such as “sipping 
cocktails out of a mason jar” or “blow-
ing tiny kisses to my aunt.”

Be more funny!!!

by EMMA CHUNG
Staff Reporter

see TINY FUTON, page 4

by ALISSA ANTILLA
Staff Reporter

Varsity Nordic brought on two new members this fall, including Chirs Meabe, ‘18, third from right. Photo by Caroline Arya.

see VARSITY, page 6

On Sept. 15, Whitman College 
President Kathy Murray an-
nounced a plan to redraft the 

institution’s mission statement.
“When I was a candidate for Whit-

man’s presidency,” Murray wrote in 
an email to the community on Sept. 
22, “I told the search committee that 
I was pretty sure I could put Whit-
man’s mission statement on a slip of 
paper and put ten other small, resi-
dential liberal arts college mission 
statements on slips of paper, and if 
I put them all in the middle of the 
table, nobody on the search com-
mittee would be able to select Whit-
man’s.”

The current statement pledges a 
commitment “to providing an excel-
lent, well-rounded liberal arts and 
sciences undergraduate education ... 
intended to foster intellectual vital-
ity, confidence, leadership and the 
f lexibility to succeed in a changing 
technological, multicultural world.”

While the new statement is still 
under review–Murray herself called 
it a “drafty draft”–the president 
made clear that she intends to home 
in on three themes: “a liberal arts 
education that is rigorous and sup-
portive, a distinctive location and a 
personal narrative that connects to 
a life of purpose beyond Whitman.”

In an email to The Wire, President 
Murray said, “Our mission statement 
should guide our work and commu-
nicate our highest priorities. It is 
largely an internally facing docu-
ment, but people from beyond the 
campus (accreditors, foundations, 
prospective students/parents) cer-
tainly pay attention to it, as well.”

This redraft comes on the heels of 
the Board of Trustees’ recent approv-
al of five Strategic Priorities laid out 
by the Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, which had been in the works 
since the summer of 2016.   

see MISSION STATEMENT, page 2

by RACHEL NEEDHAM
Staff Reporter

Whitman adjusts 
mission statement 

Seniors Eve Goldman, Chloe Serkissian, and Jake Barokas take the futon for a spin. ”[The project] started from a desire to make music, not a desire to create a brand or a social 
media following,“ said Barokas. Photo by Carson Jones.
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A plush music-sharing platform
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On October 2, Aurora Martin, 
founder of Pop-Up Justice, visit-
ed campus to speak to students 

about an upcoming project partner-
ing Whitman College and Heritage 
University students over the summer 
to work together on digital storytell-
ing projects. A small group of students 
sat down with her for lunch, and dis-
cussed their thoughts on collaborat-
ing with other Washington students 
in creating accessible mediums of dig-
ital storytelling through her company, 
Pop-Up Justice.

Having grown up in Seattle, she 
stayed close to her roots and complet-
ed both undergraduate and graduate 
studies at the University of Washing-
ton. Aurora speaks about her in-state 
education, “Seattle, Washington, is 
where I grew up. I always thought I was 
going to be abroad, but my parents 
were really strict and so when the ad-
missions came through–I think I want-

ed to go to Boston or something–my 
dad said, ‘Congratulations, you’re go-
ing to University of Washington!’

Before founding Pop-Up Justice, 
Martin worked at Columbia Legal Ser-
vices for almost 20 years. “What real-
ly inspired me was that in the last two, 
three years of my time leading and re-
inventing Columbia Legal Services to 
be more than a typical legal aid pro-
gram, which introduced social me-
dia, introduced multimedia tools as 
part of its advocacy and education,” 
Martin said. “Working at Columbia Le-
gal Services really brought me to east-
ern Washington, and really brought 
me here. If not for really having a state-
wide role in leading [Columbia Legal 
Services] and learning about the oth-
er communities outside of Seattle, I 
wouldn’t be here. Even though I live 
in Seattle, much of my heart is in rural 
Washington.”

“Pop-Up Justice is a social justice 
start-up. It is a private company that 
aims to operate at the intersection of 
art, technology, justice and social in-

novation. Our work is about commu-
nity building and social innovation,” 
Martin says. Pop-Up Justice consists of 
projects designed to increase the ac-
cessibility of opportunities and infor-
mation to those from rural communi-
ties.

Martin continued, “JustUs Jesters, a 
graphic novel series that will start out 
as a webzine, is intended to engage in 
a popular culture narrative about the 
values of democracy, equality and lib-
erty. The question there was: How can 

we increase civic engagement? How 
do we get people to really think about 
what these values mean?”

The Scholar Advocacy Match-up 
(SAM), another component of Pop Up 
Justice,  is a program that facilitates 
the collaboration between scholars 
and advocacy organizations. Martin 
explains, “There’s the scholar advocate 
match-up, which is the subject of an 
American BAR association fellowship 
that I’m doing, and that is essentially 
a ‘Match.com’ from scholars and advo-
cates that I’m putting together.”

The last of the three Pop-Up Justice 
projects that Martin discussed was 
the Rural American Digital Lab (RAD-
Lab). “The third [part of Pop-Up Jus-
tice], which is the reason why I’m here 
at Whitman is the Rural American 
Digital (RAD) Lab. That is intended to 
create an innovation center in rural 
America. The first one would be here 
at Whitman at a virtual partnership 
with Heritage University to essential-
ly take on this idea of digital storytell-
ing,” Martin said.

Whitman students would work with 
Heritage University students in the 
creation of various modes of informa-
tion sources, whether they be vide-
os, websites or other forms of media. 
This is in hopes of fostering a coopera-
tive relationship between two commu-
nities that could benefit from the cre-
ativity and knowledge from the oth-
er. “Hopefully RADLab is a successful 
experiment that brings together two 
very different universities to create a 
sense of community for the next gen-
eration of rural Americans.”

With Pop-Up Justice, Martin hopes 
to help bridge the divide between ru-
ral and urban communities, starting 
with the students of Whitman Col-
lege and Heritage University. “We real-
ly are in the middle of a digital revolu-
tion, whereby if we as people who are 
interested in the public good and so-
cial justice do not lean in and step up 
our game in innovating, the division 
between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ 
will grow deeper and way wider.”

“What I understand the pivot to 
be–from the old mission statement 
to this new draft mission statement–
is focusing more on the specific Whit-
man experience, like geographically 
... and then orienting more on a per-
sonal narrative idea,” Megumi Rier-
son, a senior Politics major and the 
ASWC Director of Diversity and Inclu-
sion, said in an interview.  

“I think if I’m going to read gener-
ously, the focus on developing a per-
sonal narrative could be something 
really valuable ... on the other side of 
that, this whole, like, focus on devel-
oping a personal narrative that can 
go beyond the classroom feels a little 
bit like a fancy LinkedIn profile,” Ri-
erson said. “I don’t want to be cynical 
but that’s kind of the trend in higher 
education, is to develop students who 
are able to market themselves and 
have their own brand. And it’s really 
tough because both of those things 
[the value of the personal narrative 
and a trend towards branding] can be 
true at the same time.”

The drafting committee aims to 
present the new mission statement 
to the Board of Trustees for approval 
during their February session and im-
plement it before the 2018-19 academ-
ic year commences.   

Professors David Schmitz and Tim-
othy Kaufman-Osborn declined to 
comment.

Aurora Martin visits campus
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I don’t want to be 
cynical, but that’s kind of the 
trend in higher educaton, is 
to develop students who are 
able to market themselves.”
Megumi Rierson
Senior Politics major
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Aurora Martin
Founder of Pop-Up Justice



October 12, 2017 PAGE  3

Álvaro Santana Acuña, Sociology 
Professor at Whitman College, is 
a historian and sociologist from 

Spain. He recently wrote an opinion 
piece for “El País,” Spain’s most circulat-
ed daily newspaper, that compares the 
similarities between the political po-
larization and type of language being 
used today on social media with what 
happened before Spain’s brutal civil 
war in 1936. Adam Rooney, staff report-
er at The Wire, talked with Acuña about 
his op-ed and the current political cli-
mate in Spain.

At the time of this interview (Octo-
ber 9, 2017), the Catalan government 
was on the brink of announcing a dec-
laration independence from Spain. On 
October 10, 2017, the president of Cata-
lonia, Carles Puigdemont, announced 
that the declaration would be suspend-
ed for several weeks in order to de-es-
calate the situation and allow for dia-
logue with the Spanish government in 
Madrid.  

[Adam Rooney] Q: What are your 
views on the idea of Catalan seces-
sion?

[Álvaro Santana Acuña] A: I am nei-
ther for or against the idea of secession. 
My views are actually very different 
from most people in Spain. As a coun-
try, Spain is becoming extremely polar-
ized right now. You have those who are 
all in favor of maintaining the union of 
Spain—these are basically the Spanish 
nationalists, they consider this referen-
dum that is going on in Catalonia as a 
coup d’état, as a violation of the consti-
tution, an illegal referendum, and that 
Spain should remain together, united; 
they believe that Spain can’t be split 
into different nations. The other posi-
tion that is the one that Catalan sepa-
ratists embrace. They have the perspec-
tive that Catalonia has a long history of 
frustration and anger and abuse from 
Castile, from Madrid, and this is their 
chance to really become independent. 
There is no consensus about Catalan se-
cession among the people in the prov-
ince, but they did elect the Catalan par-
liament which passed the law to allow 
the referendum. The problem is that 
they do not have all the legal aspects 
solid, but they have a point. For me, the 
ideas I am trying to find with this op-ed 
that I wrote is a middle ground which 
is the following: Spain is becoming so 
polarized that you either have to be 
for unity or for Catalan independence 
that we are actually kind-of falling 
back into the language, ways of think-
ing, that actually lead to the civil war 
in 1936. Before the war, Spanish socie-
ty became extremely divided into par-
ties, and this lead people to start kill-
ing each other. The point that I actually 
am making is that if you look at what’s 
going on in social media, you see a civil 
war is actually taking place. You might 
not see it in the streets, but certain peo-
ple are becoming extremely aggres-
sive on social media when it comes to 
what we should do about Catalonia and 

Spain. Tomorrow the Catalan Govern-
ment is expected to declare independ-
ence unilaterally ... The world is watch-
ing what’s going to happen tomorrow.

Q: What might it look like when 
the Catalan government does de-
clare independence from Spain?

A: That’s anybody’s guess, what 
might happen tomorrow. Whether the 
president [of Catalonia] is going to de-
clare independence no matter what 
or actually if he would ask for inter-
national mediation and dialogue. No-
body knows; I do not know. That’s why 
tomorrow it could be like doomsday 
for Spain. This is my personal take: The 
Basques haven’t really said anything so 
far about this, but if the Basque author-
ities decide to join Catalonia it could be 
really bad.

Q: How do you think Mariano Ra-
joy [the current president of Spain] 
might react to whatever Catalonia 
decides to declare?

A: If the Catalan government for-
mally secedes from Spain, he could put 
tanks in the streets, or he would just 
try to detain the political leaders. That 
would bring us back to the Spain of the 
1930s when the conservative govern-
ment was trying to repress the expres-
sions of self-determination of national-
ities in Spain. Let me go back to the be-
ginning. I am a historian and I am a so-
ciologist and I know that nation states 
are social and historical products. 
Boundaries are flexible, they change 
over time–they are changing constant-
ly. I am not saying that Spain should be 
Spain forever. If Catalonia exits from 
Spain legally and following the rules, 
if there is dialogue and out of that dia-
logue the outcome is that Catalonia be-
comes an independent nation, that’s 
fine with me. The problem is that the 
two parts are actually breaking the 

laws: President Rajoy with the use of po-
lice force against citizens of Spain, com-
ing from a party that is already involved 
in a lot of corruption scandals, and, on 
the other hand, Puigdemont [the pres-
ident of Catalonia] and those national-
izing Catalonia are also breaking the 
current Spanish constitution. No one 
is innocent in this. This is what basical-
ly put Spain in a similar situation in the 
1930s. Both major parties at a nation-
al level were at each other’s throats ba-
sically breaking the law one day after 
another. That’s why for me, as a histori-
an, this sounds scary. In a way, the lan-
guage people are using on social media 
today reminds me of the language peo-
ple were using in the 1930s.

by ADAM ROONEY
Staff Reporter

by CHRIS HANKIN
News Editor

PROF. SANTANA ACUÑA 
ADDRESSES CATALAN 
INDEPENDENCE 
MOVEMENT

College enters 
uncharted waters
in the digital realm

ADVERTISEMENT

The Estalada is an unofficial flag sometimes waved by those in support of Catalan
 secession.  Image from Wikimedia Commons. 

I’m a comput-
er guy. Ask any com-
puter guy: “is it possi-
ble that...” The answer 
is yes without finish-
ing the sentence.
Linc Nesheim 
Information Security Officer

Camera Surveillance Data Provided by Matt Stroe; Head of Security. The data is pulled from small liberal-arts schools 
from across the country. Infographic provided by Peter Eberle.

In a way, the lan-
guage people are using on 
social media today reminds 
me of the language people 
were using in the 1930s.”
Álvaro Santana Acuña
Sociology Professor 

Whitman College is updating 
the Tech Services Privacy Pol-
icy. Most recently revised in 

2006, the new draft will receive input 
from faculty, staff, administrators, and 
the College’s Information Security Of-
ficer, Linc Nesheim. The changes raise 
questions about the ways in which 
Whitman College will walk the fine line 
between security and privacy as more 
and more of the Collegiate functions 
move to the digital realm.

Nesheim works in the newly renovat-
ed Technology Center across the street 
from College House, on the corner of 
Main & Tukanon. He has been in Walla 
Walla since August of 2017. Before mov-
ing joining Whitman, Nesheim lived 
in Bellingham, working for Clarus Flu-
id Intelligence, a company contracting 
with the U.S. Navy, as well other indus-
tries. As his title suggests, Nesheim is 
primarily concerned with Information 
Security on campus.

“That’s where the action is at. Infor-
mation security is a broad industry and 
its been around for a number of years, 
but it’s still relatively new in the grand 
scheme of the IT industry. My job is to 
make sure that all of the data that Whit-
man has, is processed correctly and 
protected. Confidentiality, integrity, 
and availability,” Nesheim said.

Nesheim and a combination of oth-
er staff members in the Technology 
Center protect the College’s data, which 
encompasses a lot. “Your term paper, 
your grades, your mailing address, all 
of these things. There are thousands of 
these information assets and we pay 
attention to all of these,” Nesheim ex-
plained.

Through a complex system of fire-
walls, Whitman protects its’ data 
through what Nesheim calls “layers 
of the onion.” These layers make it ex-
tremely difficult for someone who man-
ages to bypass one firewall to breach 
multiple systems, or even get access to 

all of the data from one system.
This is the security side of the coin; 

the Technology Center works tirelessly 
to protect the College’s data, but in that 
effort, threats to student privacy inev-
itably arise. Mediating this tension is 
the Technology Services Privacy Policy, 
available on Whitman’s website. 

Broken into three sections, the pol-
icy begins by stating “the College is 
committed to protecting the privacy of 
the Whitman Community”, before out-
lining the scenarios which would re-

quire the College to violate that priva-
cy. Namely, if “it is fundamentally nec-
essary for the functioning of the Col-
lege’s IT or electronic infrastructure or, 
there is clear evidence suggesting that 
the security and/or the integrity of the 
system is being compromised.”

Daren Mooko, Whitman’s Dean of 
Students, explained that “‘fundamen-
tally necessary’ usually means cases 
where the College will comply with lo-
cal, state, or federal law enforcement 
should we be ordered by the court or 
complying with an investigation. ‘Fun-
damentally necessary’ would also in-
clude complying with any investiga-
tion where college policies are alleged 
to have been violated.”

Nesheim added, “this language is 
here to say that there is a lot of data that 
exists just as a side effect of how the in-

ternet works, and we have a lot of that… 
We are not the content police. Everyone 
in this building is privacy first.”

Protecting student privacy is cen-
tral not only to Tech Services, but also 
to Whitman staff in Memorial Hall. 
“With technology advancing so quick-
ly, I believe we all need to be more vigi-
lant about protecting our privacy. On a 
college campus, privacy doesn’t look all 
that different for me. Students, faculty, 
and staff all have a certain right to pri-
vacy with respect to their relationship 
to the College,” Mooko said.

The Privacy Policy covers Email, ac-
ademic research, grades, and so much 
more under the Whitman.edu domain. 
“There are literally hundreds of serv-
ers that make up the thing that stu-
dents think of as Whitman.edu. There is 
a database server holding your grades, 
a server used to verify your username 
and password, a server to use CLEo, and 
so many more.” Linc continued, “Whit-
man invests a lot in their technical sys-
tems.”

Though there is the potential of 
widespread surveillance, Nesheim is 
clear the the College does not violate 
the Privacy Policy. “We consider [your 
activity on Whitman.edu] by and large 
your property, although it is a Whit-
man provided service. I lose my job if I 
go snooping through your email, un-
less it meets the [the standards out-
lined in the Privacy Policy].”

With the policy in flux, however, this 
could be subject to change. As it stands 
the Privacy Policy is the only protection 
afforded to students, faculty and staff 
interested in protecting their data. Al-
ready vague, now thrust into limbo, the 
Privacy Policy is hardly stable ground 
to stand on. As the Whitman Commu-
nity moves into the drafting process, 
the central questions must concern not 
only existing protocol, but additionally 
potential reach of the systems in ques-
tion. “I’m a computer guy. Ask any com-
puter guy: “Is it possible that…?” The 
answer is yes without finishing the sen-
tence,” Nesheim said.

Tech services plans 
Privacy Policy update



October 12, 2017 PAGE  4

The Tapestry of Journeys simultane-
ously portrayed the chaos and ir-
resolution of life, as well as the in-

ner spirituality--even peace--that we 
find in the deepest moments of concen-
tration. The exhibit  was displayed in 
the Stevens Gallery until the ninth of 
October and was the combined effort of 
students and Coordinator of the Office 
of Religious and Spiritual Life, Adam 
Kirtley. Kirtley  designed the display 
with the express interest of disman-
tling a myth that often arises at Whit-
man, which he explained.

“There’s a common narrative that 
no one at Whitman is religious or even 
that no one at Whitman is spiritual, 
and I know that’s not the case,” Kirtley 

said. “I work with lots of students who 
are engaged in these kinds of questions 
and engage with religious groups on 
campus. While it may not be front and 
center, there is no question in my mind 
that it’s important, and that it is not, in 
fact, an isolated event.”

He believes that in being exposed 
to this interactive exhibit, students will 
have taken time to explore their spirit-
uality.

“The process of actually going 
through it is a moment, or four or five 
moments, of giving attention to the in-
terior self,” Kirtley said. “Yet maybe in 
and of itself [this] is a spiritual or med-
itative practice that I want people to 
participate in.”

When one first approached the Tap-
estry of Journeys, it appeared as an ab-
stract wave of strings all interconnect-

ing almost 40 different tags, each with 
their own message. These tags had say-
ings such as, “We must strive for peace” 
or “If God wills.” They included a range 
of subjects, from religious texts and 
scriptures to philosophy on nature and 
even the mundane. Each one was hand-
written and placed on pegs that extend-
ed from the wall. Students were then 
asked, as indicated by the placard next 
to the exhibit and the basket of wool, to 
take a moment to connect all the pegs 
they believe play a role in their own 
spiritual or interior life.

“I use the analogy that your Whit-
man experience is like an ice cream 
sundae,” Kirtley said. “You have one 
scoop of academic responsibilities, 
and you’ve got another scoop of roman-
tic life, and another scoop of my par-
ents expectations, another scoop of the 

campus job you have.”
According to Kirtley,  students look 

at this proverbial sundae and believe 
the only time for the interior self is the 
cherry on top.

“I’ve made the argument that I 
want spirituality to be the bowl, I 
want the interior self to be that which 
holds everything together--that runs 
through every facet of life,” Kirtley said.

Whitman students have been happy 
to take the four or five moments to ex-
perience this exhibit for themselves. 
One such student, Colleen Boken, de-
scribed her interaction with the exhib-
it.

“It wasn’t focused on any specific re-
ligious tradition,” Boken said. “My re-
ligious tradition is a bit off the beaten 
path. I’m pagan, so having this is a lot 
more about faith and spirituality as a 

whole which I really appreciated and 
really liked.”

Boken also found that there were a 
number of tags that she hadn’t realized 
were specific to her spirituality.

Others commented in the guest 
book but wished to remain anony-
mous. One said, “I appreciate that this 
installation is participant-driven and 
fosters more than one message.”

Another said, “The color and textures 
of the yarn added another sense to my 
resonating with the statements.”

Overall, the exhibit has shown a 
willingness in students to share or ex-
plore their own spirituality regardless 
of their religious affiliations and prov-
en, as intended, that Whitman College 
does have a spiritual community that is 
grappling with questions of mortality 
and place in the cosmos.

Unraveling the myth of spirituality

by ALASDAIR PADMAN
Staff Reporter

South Hill Guitars
Whitman Fridays at Four Recital Series Pre-
sents The South Hill Guitars: This recital will 
feature musicians James Reid and J.P. Shields.

International Archaeology Day 
Celebration Field Trip:
Historian Sam Pambrun will be leading a 
trip to Frenchtown on Oct. 14. The group will 
meet at 10 a.m. at the First Congregational 
Church parking lot.

Resilience Awareness Month 
Events
 There will be a screening of the documenta-
ry “Resilience” at Maxey Hall. Oct. 19 at 7 p.m. 
there will be a screening of the documentary 
“Paper Tigers” at Maxey Hall. Oct. 24 at 6 p.m. 
there will be an “Art Extravaganza, Express-
ing our Emotions Through Art” at Edison El-
ementary School.

“Everything is a Remix”
The video series “explores remix culture, phi-
losophy, and copyright.” Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
there will be a lecture and Q&A session with 
Kirby Ferguson, director of “Everything is a 
Remix,” at Kimball Theatre.

Visiting Writers Reading Series 
presents Ana Maria Spagna
Professor Spagna, Whitman’s Johnston Visit-
ing Instructor of English, will read selections 
from her nonfiction work. 

Oct. 13 at 4 
p.m. at Kim-
ball Theatre

Oct. 14 at 10 
a.m.

Oct. 17 at 7 
p.m. at Maxey 
Hall

Oct. 16 from 
5-6 p.m. at 
Kimball Thea-
tre.

Oct. 19 at 
7p.m.  Kimball 
Theatre.

Designed by Adam Kirtley, the interactive Tapestry of Journeys exhibit in the Stevens Gallery invited passersby to connect string to tags with quotes. Photos by Samarah Uribe. 

In the crash of cymbals and ringing of 
singing bowls, a seemingly random 
series of noise is shaped into a sculp-

ture of sound. Tatsuya Nakatani, master 
percussionist and sound artist, demon-
strated this when he gave a solo perfor-
mance and short talk at the Whitman 
Dance Studio on Tuesday, October 3.

The performance provided a taste of 
“sound art.” Nakatani’s setup included 
gongs, drums, Japanese Buddhist sing-
ing bowls, cymbals, as well as bows and 
drumsticks. He used all of these instru-
ments to make unique, unexpected 
sounds that ultimately produced a pow-
erful effect. From his first bowing of the 
gong, that filled the room with vibra-
tion, he demonstrated the intricacies 
and intensity of producing sound.

The way he did so looked frenzied as 
he moved from one instrument to an-
other and sometimes combined them—
for example, playing the singing bowls 
on the drums to amplify the sound, and 
blowing on the cymbals to produce a 
trumpet-like call. However, even with 
his almost chaotic movements, Naka-
tani knew what he was doing.

“When I do solos, I have one rule, 
which is that I start by gong and finish 
by gong,” Nakatani said. “But basically 
it’s open. I don’t need to do all the time 
the same way. But I have a vocabulary so 
I’m not experimenting. Experiment and 
improvising are different.”

Nakatani also emphasized that what 
he does is not music—it’s art. He de-
scribed himself as a sculptor of sound. 
During his talk following the perfor-

mance, he explained that he used to be 
a drummer, but in the late 90s lost inter-
est in it. He turned to what he does now, 
which is creating art from sound rather 
than traditional music. This results in a 
very unique collection of sounds.

“You can’t buy this sound from a 
store,” Nakatani said. “If you want to ex-
plore a different way, you have to work 
for it.”

Nakatani was invited to come to Whit-
man by Associate Professor of Art Jus-
tin Lincoln. Lincoln opened for Naka-
tani with a performance involving pro-
jected images and a pocket operator 
drum machine, and Senior Adjuct Assis-
tant Professor of Dance Peter de Grasse 
performed a dance piece in tandem 
with Lincoln’s sound and visuals. Lin-
coln expressed the importance of hav-
ing artists such as Nakatani come to this 
school.

“I think a lot of Whitman students 
might not otherwise be exposed to 
someone like him,” Lincoln said. “I’m 
excited to bring independent artists 
in particular. I think it encourages stu-
dents to do things themselves, and 
there’s a kind of democratic impulse.”

Lincoln also spoke to the way being at 
Whitman can help one appreciate this 
artform.

“One of the best things about being 
at a liberal arts school is that when you 
learn multiple ways of seeing things or 
thinking about things, you can learn 
to get past your kneejerk responses and 
impulses,” Lincoln said. “For a lot of peo-
ple noise is pejorative, it’s a very nega-
tive thing, but if you sit with a thing for 
a while, you may see other dimensions 
to it.”

In fact, the audience appeared to react 
positively to the performance, engag-
ing well in the Q&A session. Athen Reid 
’19 especially enjoyed the distinctness of 
the sounds.

“It’s definitely unique, and you don’t 
see it a lot and you don’t hear it or feel it 
a lot ... the ways in which he controls in-
struments in unique ways that we never 
experienced before, and ways that ran-
dom noises would happen and he just 
owns it and goes with the flow,” Reid 
said.

Stephanie Ma ’20 was surprised and 
struck by the performance.

“I guess I wasn’t expecting that much 
high frequency sounds,” Ma said. “I was 
really surprised when he used the bow 
for the gongs and the cymbal. I didn’t 
know it could make that ringing noise.”

Ma came out of the performance ex-
cited and deeply impressed.

“[I was inspired by] just the depth of 
the difference from some kind of basic 
drummer … and then how he seemed 
just really creative,” Ma said. “I feel like 
some music is like, ‘oh I’m going to do 
this just because it’s different,’ but he’s 
doing it because he really understands 
tonal differences and the intricacies of 
music, and this is something that he can 
really hear and shape … it’s an art rath-
er than just saying, ‘I want to be different 
and cool just to be different and cool.’”

Whatever the reaction, the art comes 
as an integral part of Nakatani’s life rath-
er than an expectation for the audience.

“This is what I do,” Nakatani said. “It’s 
not about I like doing or I don’t like do-
ing this, but I do it for my life … We don’t 
know why we do it … It’s so much be-
yond [what] I like or why I do [it].”

by MICHELLE FOSTER
A&E Editor

From noise to art: 
Tatsuya Nakatani sculpts sound

“I think there is an underground music 
scene,” Serkissian said. “Whether that is 
a cohesive sound, that’s another ques-
tion, and I don’t think that is the case. 
But there is a ton of uncovered stuff to 
be heard.”

The second Tiny Futon Concert was 
an acoustic performance by the student 
band  Pacific, featuring Serkissian  on 

guitar and voice, and Molly Evered and 
Goldman also on voice. In their Tiny Fu-
ton Concert, the trio performed a cover 
of “Mexico” by the Staves, “Wind” by Jo-
seph, and an original “Take Me Home” 
by Serkissian. Pacific’s friendship and 
experience from years of performing 
(Evered and Serkissian have been room-
mates since their first year at Whitman) 
is reflected through their effortlessly 

synchronized harmonies.
As a student-run project, Tiny Futon 

Concerts is able to uncover the hidden 
musical talents around campus and in-
clude a greater diversity of music that 
viewers don’t see at campus-organized 
events.

“It is relatively unique in that it is 
geared towards showcasing Whitman 
students specifically outside of any kind 

of organized group,” Serkission said. 
“Like I was saying before, there are mu-
sic groups on campus and there are op-
portunities for students to get involved 
with arts on-campus, but it’s more 
structured. Whereas, this is just your 
talent and Tiny Futon Concerts is just to 
put it out there. It is through Whitman 
in a way, but it’s also really not because 
it’s just students being students and 

raising each other up in that way.”
Barokas hopes to invite more bands 

and musicians to perform in Tiny Futon 
Concerts. He hopes to hold a Tiny Futon 
Concert Live, where musicians perform 
on a tiny black futon at a venue on cam-
pus. That would bring more publicity to 
this  student-run project that is  fueled 
by students and reveals more and more 
talent with each video release.

from TINY FUTON, page 1
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WATCH

Nakatani draws homemade bows against gong edges to create eerie, powerful sounds.  Photo by Taj Howe.

Jamming out, singing tunes, sharing talent
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NHL EXPANSION IN THE EMERALD CITY?

by CHRISTIAN MCDONALD
Sports Writer

by CONOR SCANLON
Sports Writer

by MARIO SANTOS-DAVIDSON
Sports Writer

Hewlin and Carter win ITA Women’s golf starts 
strong

The Whitman women’s golf team 
started the year with high hopes 
after finishing ranked in the top 10 

each of the last two seasons. With only 
Lou Points graduating from last year’s 
squad, the team began the season hop-
ing to continue the recent run of suc-
cess.

“This team has the opportunity to be 
our best team in program history with 
two All-Americans leading the way,” 
Coach Skip Molitor said.

The aforementioned All-Americans 
are junior Shiyang Fan and senior Phoe-
be Nguyen, both of whom have gotten 
off to a tremendous start in 2017. The 
first tournament of the season result-
ed in a victory for the team, as well as 
an individual win for Fan with a two 
day score of 1 under par. Two weeks lat-
er at the following tournament, it was 
Nguyen’s turn to lead the team to victo-
ry by carding 2 over par at their home 
tournament. The win was the tenth of 
her already illustrious career.

While Fan and Nguyen are leading 
the way at the top of the line-up, the rest 
of the returning players have improved 
and stepped up into their roles as con-
sistent scorers and leaders.

“With five returnees, we will be one 
of the most experienced teams in the 
conference. Phoebe and Kendall [Duno-
vant] will provide very positive leader-
ship, Shiyang continues to be one of the 
top players in the country, and Ally and 
Kacey are significantly improved and 
more comfortable with NWC golf com-
petition,” Molitor said.

“Our sophomores Kacey Godwin and 
Ally Collier have improved a lot since 
their first year at Whitman, and their 
scores have reflected that,” Nguyen add-
ed.

Ally Collier commented on what has 
made the biggest difference in her com-
fort level this year compared to the last.

“The thing that has changed for me 
from my first year is that I know now 
what to expect both on the course and 
academically,” Collier said.

Joining the five returnees are first-

years Emma Beyer, Helen Maslen and 
Jhunam Sidhu, who have already made 
a positive impact in the first month 
while still adjusting to collegiate ath-
letics.

“Our first-years are transitioning 
well to college golf and having a huge 
impact in helping the competitiveness 
of our team,” Nguyen said.

“They have been a great addition to 
the team. Emma Beyer just helped us 
win the Whitman Invitational with a 79 
on the second day,” Collier added.

Now in his tenth season leading the 
program, coach Molitor knows the im-
portance of getting the young players 
used to the team atmosphere and the 
competitiveness of NCAA athletics.

“Our first-year players ... have assim-
ilated very well into our family atmos-
phere. All three have contributed and 
will continue to play an increasingly 
important role as they get accustomed 
to collegiate golf,” Molitor said.

Team trips are always a great way to 
grow together and bond as a team, and 
during the four day break, the women’s 
golf team was able to do exactly that.

Following two relatively comforta-
ble wins to begin the season, the team 
travelled to Canby, Oregon to play in 
the Culturame Classic. The tournament 
host was George Fox, the only North-
west Conference team that has been 
able to beat Whitman the last few years 
and the reigning national runner-ups.

After an opening round that fin-
ished with Whitman trailing Goerge 
Fox by 21, the Blues bounced back nice-
ly in round 2, posting a 305 that fell just 
4 shots shy of George Fox’s 301. Nguyen 
and Fan both had fantastic rounds on 
Sunday, shooting even par and 1 over re-
spectively. Nguyen tied for first but lost 
out on the individual title in a playoff 
with Kristin Elich from George Fox.

The team will look to carry that sec-
ond day momentum into the Fall Clas-
sic, the first of three major tourna-
ments and the only one in the fall por-
tion of the season. While the runner-up 
finish was not what the team was hop-
ing for, the second round proved that 
Whitman could hang tough with one of 
the top teams in the nation.

The annual Intercollegiate Ten-
nis Association Division III Men’s 
Northwest Regional is an excel-

lent opportunity for elite Northwest 
conference players to battle for the 
honor of playing in the Oracle Cup later 
this month in Rome, Ga. Seniors Zach 
Hewlin and Robert Carter saw this op-
portunity, took it and ran with it all 
the way to the championship match, 
defeating Lewis and Clark’s top-seeded 
Barrows brothers in a nail-biter. Keep-
ing things interesting for the fans in 
the back, Hewlin and Carter split the 
first two championship sets before sep-
arating and winning 10-7 in the third 
tie-breaking round. Big victories be-
get spoils and both players will receive 
more than their fair share as they have 
been awarded All-American certifi-
cates, a trip to Georgia and a chance to 
hoist the Small College Oracle Cup

This is perhaps a secondary story to 
the evolution of the senior pairings’ 
chemistry. What makes their success 
all the more impressive is the fact that 
both players lost their doubles partner 
from last year. The two men have, how-
ever, established an instant connec-
tion on the court.

“Bobby and I have always played in 
practice and knew how to play togeth-
er even though we were not playing 
in dual matches. We’ve lived together 
the last three years and are super tight 
off the court, so we had always expect-
ed to play dubs at some point,” Hewlin 
said.

It is difficult to imagine that the re-
ality of their recent tournament suc-
cess has not already surpassed their 
one-time expectations of playing to-
gether. Now that they have advanced 
to the Oracle Cup, the competition is 
only expected to increase and, as such, 
their teamwork will continue to be 
stretched.

“The ITA is a fun tournament be-
cause the entire conference is there 
so you really get to see the best of the 
teams. As seniors, we knew a lot about 
the teams we were playing and we 
are now excited to take on some more 
Western Region competition in Geor-
gia,” Hewlin remarked.

The amount of mental, emotion-
al and physical energy that is needed 
to win at a collegiate athletic level is 
enormous. When many think of ten-
nis, their initial thoughts are of the in-
dividualistic nature of the sport, even 
when discussing doubles matches. In-
dividuals or pairs win in tennis, not 
teams, really. This may lead one to con-

clude that external team support or 
energy does not play a significant part 
in competitive tennis events. Hewlin 
clarifies such mistaken notions.

“The whole team was stoked on the 
quality of play our freshman were 
showing throughout the tournament,” 
Hewlin said. “It’s fun to see the young-
er guys beating top players and getting 
the rest of the team excited.”

This statement came in response to 
a query asking what sources of energy 
the pair relies on during major com-
petitions. Camaraderie and celebrat-
ing each individual victory as part of 
a team achievement is what makes the 
potential NCAA championship run by 
the entire tennis squad all the more 
exciting. In many respects, Carter and 
Hewlin represent the tip of the iceberg, 
an iceberg that is full of talent—wait-
ing quietly for the season to begin.

“As a team we will likely be entering 
the season in the top 15 in the nation,” 
Hewlin guessed. “With our class of sen-
iors and plenty of talented underclass-
men we will be in good shape come 
NCAA tournament time for a run.”

You do not have to understand ten-
nis to believe that a team full of tal-
ent—and one which celebrates each 
other’s achievement—is going to be a 
force to be reckoned with deep into 
this year’s season.   

As the Vegas Golden Knights 
dropped the puck for the first 
time in the sparkling new T-Mo-

bile Arena on Tuesday, hopeful Nation-
al Hockey League fans in Seattle saw 
their dream of expansion actualized 
in a different city. After losing the Su-
perSonics to relocation in 2008, inves-
tors have made a strong push to bring a 
third “big four” sports franchise to the 
Emerald City. In mid-September, Seat-
tle city officials and the Oak View Group 
developers announced a $600 million 
plan to renovate KeyArena in down-
town Seattle. While this is a major first 
step in acquiring an NHL franchise, Se-

attle is still many years away from land-
ing a team.

“We’re going to get you a team ... 
Mark it right here. I promise you ... 
We’re going to get you at least one 
team,” said Oak View Group CEO Tim 
Leiweke this summer.

The Group is comprised of several 
motivated, wealthy individuals includ-
ing Producer Jerry Bruckheimer and 
Boston Celtics Minority Owner David 
Bonderma. Combined, these men have 
over a billion dollars in assets and are 
willing to personally finance the ma-
jority of the arena project.

Leiweke’s goal is clear: “If the NHL so 
chooses to expand, we will be all over 
them. If there is a team that they choose 
to move, we will be all over them.”

Future expansion in the NHL is inevi-

table. With 31 teams in the League right 
now, in terms of playoff formatting and 
scheduling, it’s logical to expand in the 
near future. Seattle has a long history 
with hockey. The Metropolitans played 
in the Pacific Coast Hockey Association 
from 1915 to 1924; a league that eventu-
ally merged into the NHL. The Metro-
politans were the first American team 
to win the fabled Stanley Cup. In terms 
of expansion, however, there are cities 
with more storied pasts.

According to a player poll conduct-
ed by “USA Today”  last month, 21 of 31 
“high-profile” NHL players chose Que-
bec City, Canada as the best location 
for a new NHL franchise. Quebec City 
was formerly home to the Quebec Nor-
diques prior to their relocation in 1995. 
While Seattle boasts nearly 200,000 

more residents than Quebec City, the 
Canadian city has a sparkling new in-
door arena that was completed in 2015. 
Additionally, as the majority of NHL 
players are Canadian, many of them 
would prefer to play in a Canadian mar-
ket with guaranteed fan interest than a 
potentially oversaturated U.S. market 
like Seattle.

Seattle may eventually end up with a 
professional hockey team. According to 
a recent radio interview with NHL com-
missioner Gary Bettman, despite the 
city’s recent arena progress, the acqui-
sition will not happen in the near fu-
ture. Bettman stated, “[The NHL is] not 
in an expansion process.” He also made 
it clear than an arena must be built be-
fore they even consider Seattle as a des-
tination.

“You need to believe that a building 
is going to come out of the ground,” 
Bettman told hosts Bob McCown and 
Damien Cox. “And if not, bad things 
will happen. This is really jumping 
ahead because we would have to be in 
a place where we say, ‘Okay, we want to 
commit to a franchise in Seattle. Here’s 
what has to happen, here are the terms 
of engagement ... We’re nowhere near 
that.”

Until Seattle’s proposed arena is built 
and operating, the city has no chance 
of acquiring an NHL team. From start 
to finish, this process will take at least 
another ten years. Until then, deprived 
hockey fans in Washington state can 
continue to tune into Vancouver Ca-
nucks broadcasts or keep track of one 
of the state’s three minor league teams.

VOLLEYBALL
vs. Pacific University L 2-3

MEN’S TENNIS
Hewlin/Carter vs. Fagundes/Go-
mez W 6-4, 6-3

UPCOMING
Men’s Tennis
Oct 12 at Rome Tennis Center
Volleyball
Oct 13 at U of Puget Sound

UPCOMING
Women’s Soccer
Oct 13 at Lewis and Clark College
Women’s Tennis
Oct 14 at WC Fall Invite

SCOREBOARD
SOCCER
Men’s
vs Whitworth L 2-3
Women’s 
vs Linfield L 0-4

The Whitman women’s golf team is returning two All-Americans in senior Phoebe 
Nguyen and junior Shiyang Fan.  Photo by Natalie Mutter.

Top: Senior Zach Hewlin (pictured) partnered with senior Robert Carter to win the Intercollegiate Tennis Association Northwest Re-
gionals.  Bottom: (left to right) Zach Hewlin, Robert Carter, Hannah Greenberg and Andrea Gu all competed in the ITA cup. Green-
berg and Gu lost their Oct. 11 play-in and will not compete in the ITA tournament. Hewlin and Carter won their Oct 11 play-in and will 
begin the first round on Oct. 12. Archived photo (top) by Amelia Wells; Contributed (bottom) by Zach Hewlin.
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After everyone gave their theories as 
to what Fred Schneider was doing, they 
all shuffled back to their seats to re-
ceive a mini-lesson in the art of improv.

Sophomore Varsity Nordic member 
David Lilburn gestured to the acronym 
CROW, which was written on the chalk-
board in the acting classroom, and ex-
plained that CROW stands for “charac-
ter, relationship, objective and where.”

Lilburn said these ideas are some-
thing to keep in mind on the onset of 
a scene. The key to a good scene is root-
ing yourself in these ideas and follow-
ing it through to the end of the scene.

To practice this, all 19 participants 
got into two lines; one line was on one 
side of the room and another line was 
on the other, facing each other.

One person from each line stepped 
out of line and met each other in the 
middle of the room.

“Dance,” Varsity Nordic said.
While they made it clear that the 

participants didn’t have to physical-
ly dance, they were instructed to con-
struct a scene from that one word – 
a scene with only three lines. Varsi-
ty Nordic suggested that the first line 
should be establishing either a name 
or where you are at the first line, and 
then move into where you’re going by 
line three.

While the dance scene lasted only 
three lines, in quickly came new 
prompts – fish tank, big foot, little foot, 
trash can, Alpaca, big hands – along 
with new actors.

Eventually, the participants fell into 
the longer-form scenes that typically 
characterize Varsity Nordic shows.

Performers didn’t always stick to 
their prompts as they let creativity 
take hold of them. A scene in which 
someone was feeding a giraffe went to 
birthing a child, and then transitioned 
into a photographer taking pictures of 
a model. The scene took on a mind of its 
own.

TAKE TWO: AUDITIONS
Auditions were spread out across 

two days, Monday, September 11, and 
Tuesday, September 12. Nine prospec-
tive Nordicers showed up on Monday 
while seven showed up on Tuesday.

Before formal auditions, Varsity Nor-
dic took time to sit down and talk with 
The Wire about what they were looking 
for in their newest members.

Many members of the team said that 
good communication and listening 
skills are preferable to someone who is 
just funny.

“Listening well will lead the scene 
well,” Yaconelli said. “Listening well, 
and then a sense of, I think, play. For 
me, you look for someone who is will-
ing to be there, or wants to be with 
that person, wants to have that inter-
action.”

Their comedy troupe isn’t con-

strained by one particular type of 
comedy, either. Playing together also 
means playing off of other styles of hu-
mor.

“I would say, on the team, a lot of us 
have different comedic styles, but we 
all listen to each other, we want to be in 
scenes together, and we want to make 
something go somewhere that is more 
than just us,” Daniel said. “So we’ll be 
looking for people who want to go to 
that place with us.”

“You need all kinds of people with 
different senses of humor to be on a 
team otherwise it feels like you’re get-
ting the same joke, over and over for an 
entire show,” Yaconelli added.

Prospective performers got to the 
Hunter Conservatory, where improv 
shows are usually held, at 10:00  p.m. on 
either Monday or Tuesday.

The night started out similarly to 
the workshop with a round of “Hey 
Fred Schneider, what’re you doing?” 
along with a game in which they pass 
claps to each other “to get into the 
headspace.”

The auditioners got into two lines 
once again and did three-line scenes, 
which eventually transitioned into the 
longer-form scenes that were done at 
the end of the workshop. Scenes ranged 
in themes from Scooby Doo, popcorn, 
trickle, snowmobile, tea party, cabana 
and seahorse.

End auditions.

TAKE THREE: CALLBACKS
Out of the 16 people who auditioned, 

ten were called back.

After a brief warm-up to get into the 
improv mindset once again, the final 
ten engaged in long-form scenes with 
a partner assigned to them by Varsity 
Nordic.

Daniel said that Varsity Nordic chose 
to pair people up according to their en-
ergies on stage. She said they wanted to 
experiment with people who have dif-
ferent physical presences, people who 
are more quick-witted than others, etc. 
and what happens when you pull to-
gether these different types of people.

The first pair was given the word 
“simplicity,” so they ran with that as a 
conservative couple living in the mid-
dle of a corn field. The next duo was giv-

en the word “ladybug,” which turned 
the auditioners into a snotty old cou-
ple looking for a ladybug in a rose field, 
which turned into an underwater ex-
pedition, which transitioned into a 
quest for seagulls. Anot her pair was 
given the word “sound system,” so they 
started “vibe dancing.”

The next activity was what a mem-
ber of Varsity Nordic deemed “Fun-
town,” which is the exact form that 
Varsity Nordic performs in all of their 
shows.

Varsity Nordic gave the group a 
word, prompting anyone to go into the 
scene to open it. Anyone could change 
up a scene by tagging everyone who 
you don’t want in the scene anymore. 
They could either keep the scene as is or 
change in completely.

This was the opportunity for Varsi-
ty Nordic to jump in and test how well 
they jived with their potential team-
mates.

“That’s sort of the final step, is ‘Do 
we feel comfortable performing with 
you?’” Daniel said. “Not just, ‘Do you 
feel comfortable performing and us 
watching you?’”

The word was “sponge.” The scene 
went from being about a sponge sales-
man to a couple looking to take a 
sponge bath, to cops looking for elic-
it sponge dealers, to a sponge mafia, to 
family relations of the aforementioned 
sponge mafia, to a lucrative sponge 
business, to the Jamba Juice hiring pro-
cess, intermixed with a TV station cov-
ering the volatile sponge news.

End callbacks.

THE RESULTS
On Friday, September 15, at 1:20 a.m. 

Varsity Nordic member Molly Cam-
eron, ‘18, sent an email out to all who 
went through callbacks entitled “Call-
back results.”

“Hello All, After many deliberations 
we have made the decision to add the 
following two people to the team: Ash-
lyn Quintus, Chris Meabe,” the email 
read. “Thank you all for coming out to 
callbacks, it was truly a joy to watch! 
You are all very talented and funny 
people and we encourage you to audi-
tion in the future and continue to find 
ways to pursue comedy on campus. 
With love, V-nord.”

Quintus, ‘20, and Meabe, ‘18, come 
from separate worlds in terms of the 
activities scene: Quintus is really into 
theater, while Meabe is the ASWC Fi-
nance Chair (he says Varsity Nordic has 
given him a nice break from that job).

However, both like to be goofy and 
joke around with their friends, some-
thing that drove them to auditions.

“I was walk-ing around the activi-
ties fair with my friend, and my 
friend was like, ‘Hey! You should sign 
up to audition for Varsity Nordic,’ and 
I was like ‘Ah, okay!’ and then I decided 
not to, and then I went to the auditions 
anyway and it was really fun, just audi-
tioning, and then I got a callback and I 
was like, ‘What the hell?’” Meabe said. 
“And then I got in.”

Auditions were a blur for Meabe as 
he went in virtually blind, only having 
seen one Varsity Nordic show and miss-
ing the tips that came from the work-
shop. However, he kept going and en-
joying it, seeing where things went.

“The first time I saw Varsity Nordic 
was this year. Not only had I never done 
it, I had never seen it,” Meabe said. “It 
was a true improv experience. I was re-
ally making it up as I went along. And it 
was terrifying, but in a really energiz-
ing way.”

“The thing that made me keep go-
ing was thinking, ‘Wow, can I really do 
this?’” he added. “If I hadn’t liked audi-
tions, and if I hadn’t been excited for 
callbacks, I wouldn’t have gone.”

Quintus, on the other hand, was 
moving from an opposite direction. 
She had always memorized scenes for 
theater and created a world in her head 
before stepping into a scene. Through 
auditions and time on the team, she 
has learned to break apart that pre-
conceived world and create as she goes 
along.

“You’re definitely just up there just 
kind of swimming, you’re treading wa-
ter, until things start to settle in and 
you can live in this world you’ve con-
trived,” she said. “I mean basically you 
don’t know what you’re going into. 
Someone starts something and you go 
in there and you’re both discovering 
it at the same time. Where are we and 
what is this world we live in?”

You need all 
kinds of peo-

ple with different sens-
es of humor to be on a 
team otherwise it feels 
like you’re getting the 
same joke... for an entire 
show.”
Noah Yaconelli
Senior member of Varsity Nordic

‘ Y O U ’ R E 
T R E A D I N G 
W A T E R ’
Varsity Nordic brings on new members  

from VARSITY, page 1
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Ignore Betsy DeVos. Instituting 
school choice, the school vouch-
er system and allowing fraudu-

lent for-profit colleges to thrive sim-
ply would not increase the quality and 
accessibility of education. As the 2018 
midterm elections slowly approach, we 
must think about the sort of education 
policy that is truly effective in ensuring 
that all Americans – regardless of race 
and socioeconomic status – have access 
to quality education. Just like health-
care, education is a fundamental right, 
not a privilege; it is incumbent upon us 
to support policies that reflect this no-
tion.

Applying free market ideas to edu-
cation policy in the manner the Trump 
administration advocates typically 
yields disastrous results. In the case of 
for-profit colleges, each institution is 
fundamentally not student-oriented. 
For-profit institutions including Uni-
versity of Phoenix, DeVry University 
and the now-defunct Corinthian Col-
leges are notable examples of moral-
ly dubious schools; such colleges often 
attract students (typically low-income 
students and veterans) with predato-
ry and aggressive recruitment tactics 

and misleading, downright false state-
ments about that particular institu-
tion’s job placement success. Essential-
ly, for-profit institutions use commer-
cial-like propaganda to take students’ 
money; students are just a source of rev-
enue and their dreams and goals could 
not matter less to these universities.

Regardless of Trump administra-
tion education policy, our country’s ed-
ucation system leaves much to be de-
sired. We considerably over-test pub-
lic school students, somehow expect-
ing that holding them all to rigorous 
common core standards will magical-
ly erase the realities of poverty and rac-
ism. An emphasis on testing and results 
is not a good measure of learning be-
cause high test scores are typically re-
flective of affluence, not quality teach-
ing. Instead, we would be wise to look 
at President Lyndon B. Johnson’s edu-
cation initiatives within his sprawling 
network of Great Society/War on Pover-
ty reforms when thinking about future 
education policy. LBJ’s Head Start and 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) represented significant steps 
in the right direction on education.

Head Start, still in action today, pro-
vides social services for parents and 
preschools for low-income and foster 
children. While participation in the 

program doesn’t make for a notable 
increase in standardized test scores, 
the program is extremely successful in 
terms of increasing high school gradu-
ation rates and reducing the likelihood 
of a participant relying on welfare in 
their adult life. This excellent approach 
to education is much more holistic; in-
stead of being reduced to a standard-
ized test score, students are treated like 
real human beings.

ESEA was critical in providing re-
sources and support for under-
privileged students. With-
in the ESEA, Title I set 
aside funding for 
school districts 
with high 
percent-
ages of poor 
children 
while Ti-
tles II and 
III institut-
ed hefty in-
vestments in or-
der to provide 
mobile libraries, 
textbooks and 
other educa-
tion services to 
students. However, 
school administrators 

were allowed too much flexibility in 
fund allocation, often using funds in-
tended for poor students in their gen-
eral budget. But while such programs 
weren’t always perfect and could cer-
tainly be improved and revitalized, the 
general logic be- hind LBJ-era edu-
cation pro- grams re-
mains 

sound; reducing poverty through in-
vestments in public education is an im-
mensely admirable goal and needs to 
be relentlessly pursued.

The history is clear. Connecting ed-
ucation to the free market or impos-
ing high testing standards on public 
school students aren’t effective means 

of solving education issues. If we 
truly want education to be a right and 

not a privilege, we must support 
government programs that ac-

tually provide resourc-
es and a pathway to suc-

cess for underprivileged 
students. In the words 

of the inimitable LBJ, 
“Books and ideas are 

the most effec-
tive weapons 
against intol-

erance and ig-
norance.”

Education policy and the great society
by JACK FLEMING
Columnist

If you’re a woman, Feminism isn’t 
about “taking back your body” by 
wearing revealing clothing and at-

tempt to empower womankind by re-
claiming your sexuality. It bothers 
me that woman of the 21st century are 
quick to conflate Feminism with sexual 
liberation, at times calling themselves 
“hoes” in front of friends and laughing 
it off. “It’s okay, I’m a Feminist!” they’ll 
say. “I love myself and my body!”

Second-wave Feminists like Gloria 
Steinem and Simone de Beauvoir es-
tablished that Feminism’s underlying 
goal is to restore humanity to women. 
This humanity, they claim, has been 
possessed by men because of biological 
components and socialized behavior.

A problem arises because Feminism 
is not, and has never been, an excuse to 
sexualize oneself through clothing and 
conduct, and to defending one’s choice 
to do so on the basis of Feminism.

I am concerned with how some wom-
en perceive contemporary Feminism, 
conflating

Feminist power with an overt and of-
ten exaggerated expression of feminin-
ity. Women who express Feminism in 
this way are, ironically, perpetuating 
the idea that their power lies in their 
femininity, and not in their human-
ness.

Feminism is rooted in the idea that 
we must, as a society, see woman as ca-
pable, qualified and competent on the 
basis of the mind, soul and spirit; the 
body and the socially-constructed fem-
ininity attached to it are not part of this 
goal.

However, the media is not properly 
portraying this facet of Feminism. Pow-
erful female figures like warrior Diana 
of Wonder Woman are still sexualized 
and objectified. In Wonder Woman, Di-
ana’s body is a source of immense pow-
er and pride, but her strength, bravery 
and athleticism are only secondary to 
her overtly visible femininity.

Contemporary Feminism needs to be 
re-evaluated and amended. While Fem-
inism’s goal has always been equality of 
the sexes, we must reframe our meth-
ods of achieving this goal to more close-
ly mirror the objectives of second-wave 

Feminists.
Second-wave feminists perceived 

femininity as a means of conflating 
women’s value to that of sex objects and 
domestic slaves and thus, they reject-
ed femininity altogether. On the oth-
er hand, contemporary Feminists are 
straying from this facet of Feminism 
and are instead, are uplifting feminin-
ity, perpetuating stereotypes and con-
tributing to the microaggressions that 
promote gender hierarchy.

Using words like “bitch” and “slut” 
casually, accepting female prostitu-
tion, and strutting around in six-inch 
stilettos is not promoting feminist ide-
als or posing a threat to patriarchal 
oppression. We must stop reclaiming 
sex symbols that have been historical-
ly used to oppress women as our fuel. 
I urge contemporary Feminists, spe-
cifically women, to first realize that 
their autonomy and humanity is sepa-
rate from their femininity. Second, we 
must fight sexism by paying tribute to 
Feminism’s founding goals; namely, for 
women’s societal influence to be attrib-
uted to personal values that exist out-
side of the feminine cloak.

by INDIA FLINCHUM
Columnist

Adjusting contemporary Feminism

The average person knows that 
fast food is unhealthy, but there 
doesn’t seem to be any viable solu-

tion, at least not yet. A stroll through 
town or a scroll through Google reveals 
just how many fast food restaurants 
there are in Walla Walla. Their presence 
in our life is as saturated as the fat they 
use. So what’s the problem, and how 
can we fix it?

For starters, it helps to understand 
how fast food came into existence. 
While founders such as Ray Kroc of Mc-
Donald’s and Dave Thomas of Wendy’s 
began their empires rather innocuous-
ly with a hard work ethic and love of 
what they do, they soon began to slip 
into corporate greed. As their appetites 
outgrew their original customer base, 
they looked for other avenues to ex-
pand. And not only did their franchise 
footprint grow, so too did the waist-
lines of those they fed. An August New 
Republic article points out how govern-
ment policy trying to eliminate pov-
erty and grow small businesses were 
manipulated by fast food restaurants 
into further expanding their reach, es-
pecially in minority and low-income 
neighborhoods. It is important to note 
that while many of us like to blame ei-
ther the public or private sector, this 
was a failure on both parts. Businesses 
can deliver great results when competi-
tion is high, but it is the responsibility 
of the government to ensure fair prac-
tices. Our government did little when 
fast food created food deserts (areas 
with no availability for healthier op-
tions) and cyclical poverty.

Depressing, yes, so what are some 
solutions? Like many other immense 
disasters, there is no silver bullet. A 
multi-pronged problem requires a 
multi-pronged reaction. To begin, a 
health-focused restaurant rivaling fast 
food in price and convenience would 
surely bring about good change. How-
ever, it would still be possible to over-
eat, even on healthy food. While there 
have been many attempts at this in 
small scale, they are mostly in urban 

areas and there have been no notable 
successes to quench the many food de-
serts. Another possibility would be 
taxing the foods causing poor public 
health. Romania is trying this and will 
be closely watched to see if it is a mod-
el for success.

Those are two great examples, but 
they don’t seem convincing enough to 
truly strike at the (clogged) heart of the 
problem. Perhaps one of the best solu-
tions is also one of the most surprising: 
raising the minimum wage. It makes 
sense, even though it may not seem like 
it at first. Typically, a household of high-
er income will purchase foods of high-
er nutritional quality. And one reason 
why fast food restaurants create cy-
clical poverty is due to the low wages 
their employees are paid. Quite often 
those wages will only cover eating at, 
you guessed it, fast food restaurants. A 
lot of this goes back to the industry en-
trenching itself in minority and low-in-
come neighborhoods where they can 
make a profit off their own employees 
while becoming the only affordable 
food vendor on the block. And it’s not 
like these companies can’t handle rais-
ing wages with the massive profits they 
generate, however it is likely that the 
companies will raise prices to retain 
their revenue. But they’re like a kid who 
saves their favorite pair of shoes for an-
other day, until eventually they out-
grow them. The margin of poverty and 
obesity is a lot more important than 
profit margins.

While it may seem that I am advocat-
ing for the abolition of fast food, that 
is not what’s on my plate. Fast food can 
be convenient when you have no time 
to spare and want a little guilty pleas-
ure. The problem arises when that 
guilty pleasure becomes an unhealthy 
lifestyle. If we are to learn anything of 
our past, it is that we cannot let the fast 
food industry get away with unchecked 
growth in size of the company and 
their consumer’s waistline. History is 
already repeating itself in Africa where 
“The New York Times” reports fast food 
is settling in swiftly. It should come at 
no surprise that there is a correlating 
rise in obesity. We have to fix fast food.

Fixing fast food
by HARRY KELSON
Columnist

Voices from the Community
Tell us a humble brag about your four-day break.
Photos by Amara Garibyan

ISAIAH 
STANDARD
Sophomore

LINNEA 
SOO
Senior

PARKS
CROWNOVER
Senior

VARINIA 
BALKINS-TORRES
Sophomore

“My friend came in from out of town 
and we went bowling.  Lost. That 
was cool.”

“I went to an ultimate frisbee tourna-
ment and we got second.”

“I spent more time in the library than 
anyone else.”

“This isn’t very humble but this was 
the best four day I could have had.”

This letter is in response to a quote from 
the article “Enrollment Shortfall Pres-
sures Budget,” published in The Wire 
Sep. 28.

Thank you for your recent arti-
cle about the pressures enroll-
ment shortfall has placed on 

Whitman’s budget. It seems clear that 
hard decisions lie ahead. I hope that 

as those decisions are made, they be 
made without denying the respect 
that each member of our communi-
ty deserves. I take issue particularly 
with the quoted term ‘trailing spouse.’ 
While it is true that some Non Tenure 
Track faculty have spouses or part-
ners who also teach on campus, and 
while it is true that some NTT faculty 
were hired at the same time as their 
tenure track spouses or partners, it is 
also true that none of us were hired 
without having the requisite qualifi-
cations for our positions, and that our 
hiring varies year by year according 

to the college’s need, not according to 
our own desires or, for those who have 
partners on campus, the desires of our 
partners. To blame budget pressures 
on Non Tenure Track faculty, and to im-
ply that our hiring is only done as a fa-
vor to a member of the Tenure Track 
faculty, undercuts the important and 
necessary work we do. In referring to 
us as “trailing spouses,” blame is not 
only placed on powerless members of 
the Whitman community, but insult is 
added to the injury that seems likely to 
come in the form of job losses and job 
reductions for many.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
ON “TRAILING SPOUSES”

by JOHANNA 
STOBEROCK
Senior Adjunct Assistant Professor
Composition and General Studies
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Are you a first-year trying to de-
cide what to major in? A sopho-
more about to declare? Or a sen-

ior who just realized you accidentally 
declared Astrology instead of Astrono-
my? Keep stressing kids, because Whit-
man has just made it a little more diffi-
cult to decide what to do with the rest 
of your life with the introduction of 
several new combined majors.

Predicted to be among the most 
popular of the new majors, Psycholo-
gy-Geology offers students the oppor-
tunity to combine clinical psycholo-
gy research with the great outdoors. 
For the senior seminar, Whitties will 
study the way rocks think, behave and 
act in relation to themselves, the envi-
ronment and the social world in hopes 
of better understanding these elusive 
clumps of Earth.   

Another new major, Astrono-
my-Gender Studies, integrates the ex-
traterrestrial and the role of gender 
in planets besides Earth. One of the re-
quirements for this major is to trav-
el to another planet and study the life 
there. While most planets are home 
to thriving civilizations, some, such 
as Uranus, are rather hostile and only 
allow small bug-like humans to sur-
vive. Astronomy-Gender Studies ad-
visers assign students to certain plan-
ets that they feel fit their personalities, 
so if you end up cold and alone on Ura-
nus, you must suck it up and study the 
genders and identities of whatever you 

find. 
Additionally, Whitman plans to in-

troduce a combined language major: 
Chinese -Lat in-English-French- Ger-

man-Japanese-Spanish. For the thesis 
for this major, the student must trans-
late the dictionary into all seven of the 
languages and then memorize the dif-

ferent versions. This may sound like a 
lot of work, but just imagine how con-
fusing (and therefore intriguing) your 
resume will look to employers.

Combined majors offer new 
opportunities for lost students
by REBECCA GLUCK
Emotional Manipulator

On a brisk October evening in the 
quaint old town of Walla Walla, 
Richard Queersley sits at home 

and ponders his recent decision. He is 
anxious about what is to come, but he 
knows that there is no going back. After 
months of contemplation and countless 
meetings with local witch doctors, Mr. 
Queersley has ultimately chosen to be-
come a homosexual.

This turn of events comes as a sur-
prise to many of Mr. Queersley’s friends 
and family members, but he insists that 
it was his best course of action. As he ex-
plains, “I was at the farmer’s market 
last fall when I accidentally brushed up 
against a homosexual. Now, I’ve heard 
how this works. Since I touched one, I’ll 
become one too soon enough. I figured 
I would save my dignity and just make 
the transformation myself. It’s like quit-
ting before you get fired.” When asked 
to clarify how he knew the man at the 
farmer’s market was gay, Mr. Queersley 
remarked that he had seen him on Grin-
dr.

The change will not occur immedi-
ately, however, because anyone who has 
applied for a sexuality adjustment must 
then await the arrival of the Gay Agen-
da Council (GAC) for a final blessing. Un-
til then, Mr. Queersley will be busy bar-
ricading his house in anticipation of the 
pitchfork-wielding angry mob.

Walla 
Walla 
attacked 
by GAC!

Beyoncé was recently spotted 
on Whitman campus–by me! 
Queen Bey herself appeared 

yesterday as I was strolling through 
campus on a walk by myself.

“Ms. Knowles, Ms. Knowles!” I ex-
claimed as I rushed over. “I can’t be-
lieve you’re here!” Her bodyguards 
blocked me from getting too close, 
but then Bee told them to move aside 
and let me through.

“What is your name, child?” Beyon-

cé asked as she took my face in her 
hands.

“Maude Lustig,” I replied. “I write 
for The Wire humor section!”

She smiled serenely. “Maude,” 
she repeated, “sing something for 
me.” I sung a few bars of “Halo” and 
watched as tears came to her eyes.

When I was finished, she said, “You 
have a beautiful voice, and it has 
been an honor to meet you. I have to 
leave now to return to my tour, but 
before I go, would you like to hold 
the twins?” I held them for a few min-
utes, and then it was time to say our 

goodbyes.
“Oh, Yoncé, don’t leave! I want you 

to meet some of my friends first.”
“I can’t, child, I was only here to 

scout backup singers for my next al-
bum. And it looks like I’ve found the 
perfect one.”

With that, she twirled away and 
disappeared, taking her twins and 
her bodyguards with her. So yeah, 
that’s like the story of how I met Be-
yoncé and became one of her back-
up singers. I don’t know if I’ll do it 
though because I’m like really busy 
with school and stuff.

BEYONCE ON CAMPUS, 
NO ONE ELSE 
SAW?
by MAUDE LUSTIG
Scurvy Survivor

by WINSTON WEIGAND
Gym Leader

With the dry weather still at 
large in Walla Walla, sprin-
klers attacks on the Whit-

man campus have been reaching un-
precedented amounts in recent weeks. 
In an announcement made last Mon-
day by President Kathy Murray, Whit-
man students were warned to stay in-
side and be sure to stay off large areas 
of grass and pathways. The entire cam-
pus has essentially been put on lock-
down, with assaults being reported 
on Ankeny, the pathways by Memori-
al and even outside the science build-
ing. These attacks have been classified 
as random, and horrifyingly, the sprin-
klers do not seem to differentiate be-
tween men, women, grass, pavement 
or even children. In a torrent of highly 
pressurized, recycled water, innocent 
victims find themselves drenched from 
head to toe, with their only remaining 

option to sprint as fast as they can out 
of the danger zone and head for cover. 
After the initial hysteria, however, stu-
dents and victims alike are beginning 
to gather their thoughts and speak out 
against these heinous crimes. One first 
year, who preferred to remain anony-
mous, tearfully said, “Every time I leave 
Jewett, I have to think–will I be safe?” 
In a heart wrenching interview detail-
ing her attack, she choked out, “I was 
just walking across Ankeny minding 
my own business when all of a sudden I 
got hit out of nowhere by a roaring wall 
of water. My books and clothes were 
soaked, and I was squelching around in 
my Birkenstocks for the rest of the day.” 
With hundreds of horror stories like 
these, it’s shocking that no further ad-
ministrative action has been taken. In-
nocent civilians and students contin-
ue to be terrorized, and a resounding 
question reverberates throughout cam-
pus: What will be done to stop this wa-
tery onslaught once and for all?

Rogue sprinklers continue 
to terrorize student body
by ANN KARNEUS
News Regurgitator

Comic by Haley King


