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NARCISSA WHITMAN DEFACED

On October 28, North Hall hosted 
the final  annual “Haunted Hos-
pital” to bring  in the Hallow-

een weekend. This year’s event was par-
ticularly bittersweet for students, staff 
and community members because it 
marked the end  of a decade-long tra-
dition. According to Mike White, Resi-
dent Director of North Hall, the build-
ing, along with Douglas Hall, will be-
come inactive after completion of the 
new residence hall, South Hall.

Each  of the floors of the hospital 
had  a different theme. The top floor 
was themed  “Cannibal Kitchen,” 
the  third  floor was “Maternity Ward/
Children’s Ward,” the second floor was 
“Possession” and the basement was 
“Sensory Deprivation Maze.” Event-go-
ers entered in groups led by a tour 
guide and followed a route starting at 
the top floor then making their way 
down to the basement via an outdoor 
fire escape and  elevator.

This year’s Haunted Hospital was par-
ticularly unnerving as  children from 
the Walla Walla community played de-
monic children in the Maternity Ward. 

Other scenes  included a cannibalis-
tic doctor serving bloody, raw organs 
at a dinner table, a priest performing 
an exorcism and mysterious black fig-
ures jumping out of the darkness of the 
maze.

Brian Acosta, Resident Direc-
tor of Douglas Hall, Marcus and Col-
lege House, was one of the staff mem-
bers who helped organize the event. 
A Whitman alum, he had participated 
in Haunted Hospital back when he was 
a student and has been attending the 
event for years.

“I’ve seen people come in that are 
like 50, 60 and 70 year-olds that are re-
ally into Haunted Hospital, like the en-
tire family from grandparents to the 
young,” Acosta said.

Despite this being the last Haunted 
Hospital in a long tradition of Haunted 
Hospitals, it saw a lot of “fresh blood,” 
so to speak. New participants provid-
ed plenty of new scares and helped the 
tradition to go out with a bang. White, 
who helped with the event and hadn’t 
attended in the past, came in with new 
and refreshing ideas. Additionally, this 
year’s cast was mostly made up of first-
year students.

Last North Hall ‘Haunted Hospital’ goes out with a scream

Marcella Rietz is a 1995 Whitman graduate and a Walla Walla resident. Photo contributed by Marcella Rietz.

The vandalized portrait of Narcissa Whitman. It is unclear if restoration of the painting–which has purportedly been hanging in Prentiss Hall since the 1920s–
is possible. Photo contributed by Nancy Tavelli.

On the morning of Monday, Oct. 9, 
Prentiss Hall custodians arrived 
at work to find that the portrait 

of Narcissa Whitman hanging in the 
Great Room had been defaced over-
night. Accompanying the black spray-
paint covering Narcissa’s face was 
an anonymously-written note which 
reads: “In 1836, Marcus and Narcissa 

Whitman began colonizing the land of 
the Cayuse, Walla Walla, and Umatilla 
Peoples. The Whitmans were not mar-
tyrs. Let’s remember them for who 
they were: colonizers, racists, murder-
ers. They brought disease, stole native 
peoples’ land, and claimed it for them-
selves, and actively recruited others 
to do the same. This painting does not 
serve merely as a remembrance of our 
past, it glorifies and legitimizes the 
white supremacy and colonialism our 

college and nation were–and still are–
built upon.”

The portrait was removed later that 
same day, Columbus Day, and is now 
in the care of Kynde Kiefel, Exhibition 
and Collections Manager for Sheehan 
Gallery. It is unknown at this time 
whether or not the painting–which 
has purportedly been hanging in 
Prentiss Hall since the 1920s–is restor-
able.

see NARCISSA, page 3

by RACHEL NEEDHAM
Staff Reporter

Completing an Ironman Triath-
lon is considered one of the most 
difficult accomplishments in the 

world of sports. The 2.4 mile swim, 112 
mile bike ride and 26.2 mile marathon 
run has a completion time limit of 17 
hours, and the latest World Champion-
ship winning times for men and wom-
en were 8:01:40 and 8:50:47 respective-
ly.

Marcella Rietz, a Walla Walla resi-
dent and Whitman College alum from 
the Class of 1995, has dreamed of com-
peting in the World Championships 
her whole life.

“Finishing an Ironman was a huge 
childhood dream; qualifying to race 
in Kona felt surreal. Yes, it has been 
a long time goal of mine. I have wait-

ed over 8 years to be able to say ‘I am 
Kona bound.’ I was beyond thrilled 
and humbled with the opportunity,” 
Rietz said.

The World Championships, that take 
place annually in Kona, Hawaii, have 
a grueling qualification process for 
each division, as only the top athletes 
get to qualify and travel to Hawaii. Ri-
etz raced in Whistler, Canada, in July 
to clinch her spot in the World Cham-
pionships. Competing in the female 
40-44 division and needing to finish 
in the top 2 to qualify for Hawaii, Rietz 
finished the course in 11:14:44, over 20 
minutes ahead of the runner-up.

She has been running and biking 
all around the Walla Walla Valley, of-
ten with her children, training for the 
chance to compete with the best in the 
world. She credits all this hard work—
averaging about 18 hours a week of 
training—for her recent success.

This year’s Haunted Hospital included four floors of terror created by Halloween-enthusiast students and staff. Photo by Caroline 
Ashford Arya.

by MARIO 
SANTOS-DAVIDSON
Sports Writer

Rietz ‘95: Ultimate Triathlete

by EMMA CHUNG
Staff Reporter

see HAUNTED HOSPITAL, page 4

see TRIATHLON, page 5
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On October 4, 1971, a Whitman alum sent the school newspaper (previously 
called The Pioneer) a letter urging the editor to denounce the students responsi-
ble for flying the school flag backwards on the day President Nixon visited the Wal-
la Walla community. On October 21, 1971, the letter was published in The Pioneer 
along with a response from the then-current editor. Although the article was writ-
ten years ago, many of the concerns voiced in this exchange carry over to the mod-
ern day, considering the commonalities between both time periods–including na-
tionwide anxiety over the president’s credibility and the increasingly tense polit-
ical climate.

Editor,

WHITMAN COLLEGE PIONEER
Whitman College
Walla Walla, Washington 99362
Dear Sir:

As a proud graduate of Whitman College and one-time Editor of The Pio-
neer, I respectfully suggest that you, as its current editor, should seriously 
consider a front page editorial in the next issue condemning those responsi-
ble for disrespectfully flying our campus flag backwards on the day President 
Nixon honored our community with his presence.

This shameful act should not be overlooked in the College newspaper, par-
ticularly when the president went out of his way to commend Whitman. No 
doubt, you will republish the story and a picture of Nixon’s acceptance of the 
Whitman College football jersey. That will not be enough to offset the stupid 
insult to our flag and to the office of our president.

Irrespective of political considerations, you, as a newspaper editor, as a 
United States citizen should accept responsibility to patriotically denounce 
such an obvious affront to the College, this community and to our nation.

Such an editorial action will help to restore confidence in the integrity 
of The Whitman College Pioneer in downtown Walla Walla and among the 
alumni of this great College.

Please publish this letter in The Pioneer.

Respectfully,

[Authors name redacted]
Whitman College A.B. 1923

Editor’s reply:

In this complicated world, comfort may occasionally be found by slipping 
into a cloud of nostalgia and fantasy. However, this simplistic direction can 
never solve problems or answer questions, especially when dealing with such 
abstruse concepts as politics, citizenship or patriotism.

You ask me to denounce a symbolic display of beliefs, irrespective of polit-
ical considerations. Yet the very crux of your request grounds itself in politi-
cal consideration. (Politics - the policies, goals or affairs of the parties within 
a government.) I am dissatisfied with the politics of Richard M. Nixon. I want 
the Vietnam War to end; I want hedging on racial and social problems to end; 
I want concern for human beings and this land to take precedence over con-
cern for bigger and better bombs which will destroy both.

I do not subscribe to flippant disrespect, but neither do I uphold amaurot-
ic patriotism. I do not know exactly why students chose to fly the flag back-
wards when Nixon came to Walla Walla, except that they were expressing a 
dissatisfaction in a visual way. If their actions grew from an immature desire 
for attention or an incogitant rebellion, then I cannot condone them. But I be-
lieve that they were sincere in their complaint to Richard M. Nixon.

In contrast, [Authors name redacted], I find your concern for the pres-
ident’s recognition of our own Whitman College, and his presence as some 
omnipotent force to be watched in awe, a shallow reflex. Failure to accept Nix-
on’s friendly banter with the team as the publicity stunt it was is a sad deni-
al of truth. Raising the meaning of this encounter to anything more is pure 
fantasy. This is not to say there is anything wrong with this play on the innoc-
uous subject of football. Any political figure must kiss babies and eat apple 
pie to create a favorable image for the mass of voters who are “just plain folk.”

The insult was not directed to the flag, the office of the president or democ-
racy. It was directed to Richard M. Nixon, the man who is acting as the leader 
of this nation, the man who is not doing the job he should be doing. This ac-
tion was a free expression of emotion and attitude which I see to be protected 
by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

A problem I see arising from this controversy does not deal even directly 
with the act of flying the flag sideways. My fear is that students will contin-
ue to complain and protest without coupling these activities with the tool of 
voting. Young people have been a vociferous political group in the past dec-
ade. But if they fail to take the opportunity to register their feelings through 
active solicitation of candidates and voting, they will not be exerting them-
selves to fullest capacity. That is my concern with a backwards flag, [Author’s 
name redacted].

Patriotism is not synonymous with respect for the president; it is love and 
support for one’s country. And because of concern for this country, I criticize 
and question Richard M. Nixon, for his actions as president are not in the best 
interest of this country.

The integrity of The Pioneer is not dependent upon blind acceptance of an-
yone’s beliefs or policies, and it certainly cannot stem from any hypocrisy on 
my part. In all honesty, [name redacted], I don’t care about the reactions of 
the Walla Walla community or Whitman alums especially if you are asking 
me to ignore my own beliefs.

Gloria J. Harris [Former Editor of The Pioneer]

This past Saturday, October 28, 
Whitman hosted the first ever 
Change Now conference for stu-

dents of color and underrepresented 
student groups in the Pacific North-
west.

The conference lasted from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, with 
students from ten colleges from 
across the Pacific Northwest. The 
conference was fully funded with 
a Diversity and Innovation grant 
from President Murray’s office, mak-
ing the conference itself free to at-
tend and more accessible for stu-
dent groups coming from far away. 
The format of the conference is sim-
ilar to Power and Privilege, with pan-
els running concurrently through-
out the day. Groups of students from 
the ten different schools present-
ed in these panels, with topics rang-
ing from how to successfully organ-
ize protests on campus to navigat-
ing the process of sexual assault pre-
vention and response as a person of 
color.

While the structure of the day 
was similar to Power and Privilege, 
the overall goals of the day were dif-
ferent. Change Now was developed 
by the Intercultural Center and stu-
dents leaders from clubs across Whit-
man’s campus to provide a space 
where underrepresented voices on 
small liberal arts campuses can be 
heard.

Cassandra Otero, one of the em-
cees of the event on Saturday, ad-
dressed the differences between the 
conferences.

“I think the point of Power and 
Privilege isn’t to affirm people of 
color, the way I’ve seen it play out. 
While sometimes the workshops do 
amplify marginalized voices, the 
point is to educate the white major-
ity,” Otero said. “That’s not really 

what we’re trying to do here.”
The emphasis of Change Now is the 

power that students have in creating 
change on campus and beyond, even 
if they feel like their voice often gets 
lost in favor of a majority opinion. 
All the panels were led by students, 
barring one, and the hosts of the day 
were two Whitman students, Cassan-
dra Otero and Zach Turner. The key-
note speakers of the event, Ashley 
Hansack ’15 and Alisha Agard ’15 are 
both activists who attended Whit-
man recently, overlapping with cur-
rent students. This was an intentional 
choice by the organizers of the event 
to show the opportunities for leader-
ship and ability to make a difference 

don’t end when you graduate.
Agard spoke about her experience 

at Whitman and what she hoped to 
communicate through speaking at 
the conference in an email to The Wire.

“When I was a Whitman student, I 
organized around racial justice be-
cause I felt like as a student of color, I 
wasn’t always supported. I felt isolat-
ed at times and as if I couldn’t be my-
self without being watched or judged 
for being who I am. When I graduated, 
I was proud to be the first in my fam-
ily to graduate despite the challenges 
I had faced,” Agard said. “When Kazi 
reached out to Ashley and I, I knew 
that I wanted to give back to students 
who may also feel the way I felt while 

at Whitman; I wanted them to know 
that they have support.”

Kazi Joshua, Chief Diversity Officer 
at Whitman, helped lead the effort 
to create and organize Change Now 
at Whitman. Having worked at other 
colleges where a conference like this 
takes place every year, Joshua won-
dered why there wasn’t a similar op-
portunity for students at Whitman. 
One benefit he saw from participat-
ing in a conference like Change Now 
is the community it builds between 
the underrepresented students at 
these small schools.

“There’s not really a space in the Pa-
cific Northwest in which ... underrep-
resented students can come together 
and realize [that] they may be present 
in small numbers on the campuses 
but when they come together, there’s 
a broader network,” Joshua said.

Zach Turner, one of the conference 
organizers, echoed Joshua’s senti-
ments when he spoke about the inten-
tions the student leaders had in plan-
ning the event.

“[We’re] trying to get people past 
the feeling that they’re alone, in an as-
pect of their identity that is underrep-
resented on college campuses,” Turn-
er said. “We’re trying very hard to 
find a way to keep people in touch af-
ter the conference has ended as well.”

As the students who attended the 
conference head back to their respec-
tive campuses, Joshua hopes that they 
leave with a stronger sense of their 
abilities to make an impact on cam-
pus and beyond.

“The temptation to adopt what 
is called ‘deficit thinking’ can be 
strong. That is to say, thinking in 
terms of what one does not have,” 
Joshua said. “We want to emphasize 
here what we shall call ‘asset think-
ing,’ or ‘capacity thinking.’ Thinking 
in terms of the assets that students on 
Northwestern campuses have togeth-
er to leverage change, to contribute 
and to transform.”

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Whitman Wire is a weekly student-run newspaper published under the auspices 
of the Associated Students of Whitman College. The purpose of The Wire is to provide 
pertinent, timely news and commentary for Whitman students, alumni, faculty, staff 
and parents, as well as the Walla Walla community. The Wire is dedicated to expanding 
open discussion on campus about the issues with which students are most concerned. 
We provide coverage of Whitman-related news as well as featured local and regional 
events, and strive to maintain a standard of utmost fairness, quality and journalistic 
integrity while promoting freedom of the press. In addition, The Wire strives to be a 
learning tool for students who are interested in journalism. The Wire welcomes all 
feedback and publishes letters to the editor in print and online.  

SUBMISSION POLICY
Letters to the editor may be submitted to The Wire via email at wire@whitman.edu or sent 
to The Wire, 345 Boyer Ave., Walla Walla, WA, 99362. All submissions must be received by 4 
p.m. on Saturday prior to the week that they are intended to appear. All submissions must be 
attributed and may be edited for concision and fluency.

CODE OF ETHICS
The code of ethics serves as The Wire’s established guidelines for the practice of respon-
sible journalism on campus, within reasonable interpretation of the editorial board. These 
guidelines are subject to constant review and amendment; responsibility for amending the 
code of ethics is assigned to the editor-in-chief in conjunction with the editorial board. The 
code of ethics is reviewed at least once per semester. 

To access the complete code of ethics for The Wire, visit 
whitmanwire.com/about.
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A History of 
Activism: 
PIONEER 
PAST

by KATE GRUMBLES
News Editor

When I was a Whit-
man student, I organized 
around racial justice because I 
felt like as a student of color, I 
wasn’t always supported.”
Alisha Agard ‘15
Keynote speaker at Change Now

UNDERREPRESENTED 
GROUPS 
ASSEMBLE 
FOR 
CHANGE
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ASWC President on free speech 

On October 27, Wire Reporter Erin 
Lopez sat down with ASWC’s President 
AnnaMarie McCorvie ‘18 to discuss free 
speech on campus. What follows is a par-
tial transcript from that conversation. 
Head to https://whitmanwire.com/ to lis-
ten to the full interview. The following 
transcript has been edited for clarity and 
concision.

The Wire:  Can you describe last 
week’s ASWC Town Hall on Free 
Speech?

McCorvie: One thing I saw at the 
town hall was that a lot of students re-
ally agreed. There was quite a bit of 
agreement between students that safe-
ty should be weighed as an important 
factor. There was a lot of agreement be-
tween students that there are some 
people who come to speak to college 
campuses with the intent of creating 
harm, and if there intent is to create 
harm, then what does bringing them 
do for us? We are not actually going 
to have a discussion about the issue. 
If they are just going to come and out 
a student for being undocumented or 
something like that, then there is no 
reason to bring them.

The Wire: Where do you stand on 
[this issue of safety as it relates to 
Free Speech]?

McCorvie: On a private college cam-
pus, we do not have to bring someone 
whose intent is to create harm, who 
isn’t intellectually responsible, who 
doesn’t use facts to back up their argu-
ment. I think that it’s a little easy to as-
sume that on Whitman’s campus we 
aren’t already having difficult conver-
sations. I’ll hear from students some-
times, ‘Oh, I feel like I never debate 
with anyone. I feel like I never have the 
chance to argue because we have such 
a liberal consensus.’ But that is not 
what I have found. I have productive 
disagreements all the time: in my pol-
itics classes, in my economics classes. 
I actually do think that there is a wide 
spectrum of beliefs on our campus. If 
you aren’t engaging with them, I think 
that might be about who you’re friends 
with and what classes you’re taking.

The Wire: What is the “harm” that 
we are protecting students from 
that these speakers could bring to 
campus?

McCorvie: I think we have seen some 
examples on college campuses, like 
UC Berkeley, of the harm actually be-
ing physical harm [to students]. To 
take a really extreme example, we can 
talk about the deaths that occurred at 
Charlottesville–that is physical harm, 
people actually losing their lives. I 
also think it’s fair to say outing a stu-
dent for being undocumented, outing 
a student for being transgender–these 
kinds of harm are also really impor-
tant.

The Wire: How do you see this con-
versation playing out in the “four 
pillars” that President Murray has 
identified? What do you see as the 
role of student government in pro-
tecting or policing free speech? [The 
four pillars here refer to President 
Murray’s points that Whitman sup-
ports: 1. More speech not less speech 
2. Silencing others is antithetical to 
free speech 3. Speech should be in-
tellectually responsible and based 
in fact 4. We should engage in dia-
logue not monologue.]

McCorvie: Addressing the four pil-
lars question first: I think Kathy’s four 
pillars are optimistic, and hopeful, 
and assume good intent from people. I 
love that and I love to assume good in-
tent in people. When I get into politi-
cal arguments and I disagree with peo-
ple, [I] can still assume good intent. It 
is only this tiny fringe, opinions advo-
cating dehumanization, that is [spo-
ken without] good intent. So, I think 
her pillars are great assuming good 

intention. [But] when you have some-
one who is trying to create chaos or 
mayhem, the four pillars stop mean-
ing much because as [has been point-
ed out], eugenics and biological rac-
ism for a long time were grounded in 
fact and were intellectually responsi-
ble. Someone could still absolutely cite 
those scientific sources to say there is 
one race of people that is better than 
another, and I would have to assume 
there is some mal-intent there, some 

anger, some inferiority complex, or 
some insecurity, and the four pillars 
kind of fall apart when people are no 
longer inherently good. But I do think 
people are inherently good. [Address-
ing the second question,] I think AS-
WC’s number one way that we support 
free speech is with our relationship 
with The Wire; we cannot and would 
never, because we are bound not to in 
our bylaws, dictate what The Wire can 
and can’t say.

The note itself bears a few inaccura-
cies. First, the Whitman Mission was 
built on the soil of the Cayuse nation, 
exclusively. Specifically, the land be-
longed to the Tiloukaikt band of Cay-
use, who gave the Whitmans permis-
sion to live there (though they did not 
expect the Whitman mission to be-
come a hub for yet more settlers trav-
eling the Oregon Trail). The Whitmans 
also never murdered anybody. How-
ever, Marcus, a doctor, was unable to 
cure the Cayuse of measles when an ep-
idemic ravished the area. The disease 
claimed most of the Cayuse children 
in the valley and the community’s pop-
ulation dropped by about half. Histo-
rians and epidemiologists debate who 
exactly transmitted the measles to the 
Cayuse. Some believe white settlers 
following the Oregon trail brought it 
with them; others believe the Walla 
Walla Indians, who had been trading 
with tribes in present-day California, 
brought the disease home.

The memorial statue of Marcus 
Whitman at the intersection of Boy-
er Avenue and Main Street was also 
marked on Indigenous Peoples Day. 
Red paint covering the hands drew 
public attention and was removed lat-
er that day. Scrutiny of monuments 
venerating historical figures has snow-
balled in recent months, following the 
May 2017 removal of four Confederate 
statues in New Orleans and the white 
supremacist rallies in Charlottesville, 
Va. Over the past several weeks, stat-
ues across the country memorializing 
Christopher Columbus, Theodore Roo-
sevelt and others have been symboli-
cally marked with red paint in protest.

More on this story will follow next 
week.

When an envelope addressed 
to the “Campus Student Me-
dia Group” appeared in The 

Wire’s mailbox, it had a stamp in place 
of a return address. The stamp read 
“Loyal White Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan” along with a logo of a hooded 
figure on a rearing horse holding a 
cross, with the confederate and Betsy 
Ross flags in the background.

The letter was promotional, seem-
ingly mass-produced. Addressed to 
“the Editor,” it begins: “Recently we 
have come under extreme fire for be-
ing a hate group. This couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth. We ... only wish 
to keep the white race pure as God in-
tended for His chosen people. Only 
those who live in ignorance call us 
hateful.” It encouraged The Wire to 
condemn “harmful literature”–in-
cluding a fiction novel titled “The 
Slave Players.” According to the let-
ter, the novel was “written just to ag-
itate the college-educated who always 
think they have a better answer for 
the woes of the world.”

Why a chapter of the KKK chose to 
reach out to Whitman is beyond me. 
I have since heard from an editor of 
The Willamette Collegian that their 
publication received an identical let-
ter, as did the student-run newspa-
per groups at Linfield and Lewis and 
Clark Colleges.

The group, which is based in 
North Carolina, is modelled after the 
most historically militant and vio-
lent chapter of the Klan, “The White 
Knights.” Throughout their existence, 
the White Knights have been respon-
sible for bombings, church burnings 
and homicide–often directed at civ-
il rights activists. Today, the Loyal 
White Knights is considered the larg-
est active KKK chapter. The Washing-
ton Post reported that the Loyal White 
Knights applied for a rally permit in 
Charlottesville this past July for the 
Unite the Right event that took a vio-
lent turn, leaving one protester dead.

I am at a loss for words, except to 
condemn the Loyal White Knights in 
the strongest possible terms. The con-
tent of the letter and the purpose of 
the group itself are abhorring beyond 
belief. And yet, it must be believed 
and faced fully. Although this letter 
appears to come from North Caroli-
na, according to a 2017 report by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, there 
are 21 hate groups still active in Wash-
ington state, including two KKK chap-
ters: one in Vancouver and the oth-
er in Spokane. Both in the political 
mainstream as well as close to home, 
explicit white supremacy is not dead, 
nor has it ever been in the colonized 
United States.

At Whitman we dissect the messy 
myriad of ways that the past can be 
concretely seen today. For those like 
myself whose privilege allows us to 
sometimes forget, let this serve as 
a reminder for how important this 
work is. Let us not ignore or normal-
ize white supremacy, candid or not, 
and let us refuse to let racist words, 
actions and policies in our communi-
ties go unchallenged.

VANDALISM IN  PRENTISS

by MARTINA PANSZE
Editor-in-Chief

The handwritten note accompanying the defaced portrait of Narcissa Whitman found in Prentiss Hall on Oct. 9. The note contains several factual inaccu-
racies. Photo contributed by Nancy Tavelli.

Following a well-attended “Continuing the Conversation” session at the Glover Alston Center about free speech, ASWC Presi-
dent AnnaMarie McCorvie ‘18 sat down to give her take on the subject. Photo by Gokay Abaci.
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Editorial: 
Wire receives  
letter from 
the KKK

by ERIN LOPEZ 
Staff Reporter
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Hold out all of your fingers. Now, 
put down the middle and ring. 
Got it? According to master pup-

peteer Dan Luce, who visited Whitman 
this past weekend to share his exper-
tise and love of puppetry, this hand sign 
is how puppeteers control hand pup-
pets. No wonder, Luce jokes, this symbol 
is also an international sign for peace 
and love.

On Friday, Oct. 27, those gathered in 
Olin Auditorium  saw a dual presenta-
tion and interview regarding Luce’s 
journey into puppet mastery, and a 
workshop was held on Saturday, Oct. 28 
for those wanting to learn how to build 
a puppet.

Luce has designed puppets all over 
the world, including  Olaf for Disney’s 
live performances of “Frozen,” and a life-
size puppet for the Oregon Sympho-
ny’s recent performance concert “Perse-
phone.”

In his presentation, Luce said that 
from a young age, he has been fascinat-
ed with “scattered” approaches to art; 
that is, creative endeavors that combine 
multiple kinds of art. Puppetry is one 
such approach that brings together all 
of his interests.

“I grew up making music and sculpt-
ing and doing all these different kinds 
of things that I was led to believe I had to 
choose between if I really wanted to be 
serious about any one thing,” Luce said. 
“It was just a revelation when I saw that 
work [puppetry], that everything that I 
was interested in fell into one title. It was 
basically a playground with all my fa-
vorite toys.”

Sheehan Gallery Exhibitions and Col-
lections Manager Kynde Kiefel, who has 

known Luce since she was 15 years old, 
always knew that Luce was a creative 
force.

“He was this ultra creative person. He 
can draw, he can paint, he can sculpt ... 
He makes music,” Kiefel said. “What’s 
amazing is I see how even his very young 
years were clearly leading to puppetry.”

Luce’s first dive into this endeavor 
was  about a decade ago, when he and 
his friend Shawn Douglas created hand-
made puppets for their company Dou-
gLuce Puppet Productions. He has since 
been educated by a number of incred-
ible puppet masters including Phillip 
Huber, who created the puppets for “Be-
ing John  Malkovich”  (1999). Luce now 
works for Michael Curry Design.

Now, as a master puppeteer, Luce em-
phasizes the liveliness of puppets. Ac-
cording to Luce, part  of the magic of 
puppetry lies in its ability to take on life 
and present the illusion that these pup-
pets are living creatures.

“To see them in motion is to accept 
them as their own entity,” Kiefel said. 
“He [Luce] just breathes life into these 
art objects.”

Sophomore Liv Staryk attended the 
Friday presentation and was amazed by 
the emotion puppets were able  to pro-
voke.

“Art is very emotive, and you feel a lot 
from it, but there’s something about art 
that moves,” Staryk said. “I feel this real 
connection to it [Luce’s puppets]. It feels 
human.”

Psychology is also important to 
his work. In his presentation, Luce de-
scribed how puppetry goes beyond chil-
dren’s entertainment; it also provides a 
“personal, poetic self exploration.” Two 
puppets in his repertoire are the Hap-
py and Sad Guys, that are representa-
tions of the iconic comedy and tragedy 

masks in theater. In these puppets’ nar-
rative, Sad Guy often wanders away from 
his post at the theater, requiring Happy 
Guy to bring him back and restore bal-
ance between the emotions.  His men-
tal state was reflected in the piece, just 
as the piece was able to help him under-
stand his own emotions.

While the stories of these puppets 
could move both children and adults, 
there is something special about how 
Luce’s performance was able to inspire 

kids. Senior Mercer Hanau noted how 
events like these can promote creativity 
as a viable path to kids who might be in-
terested in art.

“It’s cool to see all the kids who are 
here because  this was a really unusual 
demographic. Usually it’s students and 
professors and older community mem-
bers,” Hanau said. “The one kid in front 
who said, ‘[Luce] got me hooked on pup-
petry,’ that’s the ideal reaction.” 

Luce  hopes that, from his perfor-

mances, viewers will take away both a 
smile and the idea that they have limit-
less creative potential.

“If people are artists themselves, or 
have any of that within them, I like the 
idea that it  [my puppetry] can inspire 
folks to blur the lines between mediums 
and do whatever they want,” Luce said.

Luce’s works are currently exhibited 
in Olin in what he describes as “chron-
ological splattering” of what he’s done 
over the last 20 years.

Puppeteer Dan Luce visits Whitman, 
helps students bring marionettes to life
by ALEX LUPTON
Staff Reporter

Master puppeteer Dan Luce demonstrates how to build marionettes in a workshop held in Sheehan Gallery. Photos by Carson 
Jones.

“Big Art”

 Thursday, Nov. 2 from 7-9 
p.m.  in Reid Campus Center

Whitman’s annual literary publica-
tion blue moon will host the event 
“Big Art,” where artwork from last 
year’s issue of blue moon will be dis-
played and people may enter in draw-
ings to take artwork home. There will 
also be poetry and prose readings, 
live music and food.

Fall Dance Concert: 
SPACING

Opening Thursday, Nov. 9 
continuing through Nov. 12 at 

Harper Joy Theatre
Whitman’s fall dance concert SPAC-
ING features new choreography 
by faculty members and guest art-
ist Katy Pyle, made in collaboration 
with Whitman students.

Jazz Masterclass

Monday, Nov. 6 at 3 p.m.  in Mu-
sic Hall Room 127

Renowned jazz quintet consisting 
of Clairdee, jazz vocalist; Ken Peplowski, 
clarinet; Greg Goebel, piano; Dave Cap-
tein, bass; and Gary Hobbs, drums will 
be giving a masterclass for all interested 
in learning or improving their jazz. The 
event is free and open to the public.

The Wizarding World of 
Whitman

Friday, Nov. 3 at 5 p.m. in Reid 
Coffeehouse

KWCW show “The Witching Hour” and 
WEB will be co-hosting an evening of 
Harry Potter. Includes a movie screen-
ing, animal stuffing, photo booth, 
snacks, house sorting and trivia.
 

Dia de los Muertos Print 
Sale

Thursday, Nov. 2 from 4-6 p.m. 
in Sheehan Gallery 

There will be a reception and sale of 
prints made by Whitman art students 
for the Dia de los Muertos celebration 
last weekend. The prints will be dis-
played in the gallery until Nov. 8.

WIRE WATCH
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 2

What can you do with a minute? 
This was the challenge posed 
to students taking part in the 

Minute Film Festival in Kimball Theat-
er on Friday, Oct. 27. The festival, put on 
by the Fine Arts House, premiered 36 dif-
ferent films submitted by a variety of 
students. As with all film festivals, this 
one showcased a range of styles, sto-
ries and visuals, but the only require-
ment  was to compress this creativity 
into 60 seconds of footage. This was no 
simple task.

Amara Garibyan, one of the creators 
behind the short “Dilaudid,” expressed 
her surprise at the difficulty of cutting 
a film down.

“It was harder than I thought; it 
sounds like quite a bit [of time], but we 
edited [our film] down to about three 
minutes of footage, then had to figure 
out what to cut,” Garibyan said. “It’s not 
as much time, especially when you want 
to have any sort of narrative. It’s also re-
ally fun.”

The largest problem the filmmakers 
had was making the films interesting 
within the time constraint. “Dilaudid,” 
written and directed by Matthew Levy 
and Garibyan, is the perfect example of 
what is possible to capture in a minute; 
it is comedic, doesn’t rely on dialogue, 
and is instantly recognizable. The film 
mostly consists of Levy washing bread 
in the sink.

Another film, Calvin Lincoln’s 
“Safeway,” won  first place in the festi-
val. It told the brief story of Lincoln en-
tering Safeway, enjoying the products 
therein, and leaving without buying a 
single item.

Other films were less comedic; one fo-
cused on a study abroad, and another 
captured simple act of loading film into 
a camera and taking a photo.

The ways the films were conceived 
were interesting and sometimes spon-
taneous, given the short time span of 
the film.

“Amara had the idea of putting bread 
in the sink,” began Levy, referring to “Di-
laudid.”

Garibyan quickly interjected, 
“--bread washing. We were inspired by a 
‘rinsing your bread’ meme. So I thought, 
we should wash some bread. It just esca-
lated from there.”

This appeared to emulate the process 

of several other films: the directors took 
a single idea and pushed the bounda-
ries of it. Sometimes the idea didn’t take, 
and other times it came with the pulpy 
joy of a terrible joke.

Jordan Miller, the RA of the Fine Arts 
House and a film major, pitched the idea 
of the festival near the start of the se-
mester. It is one of four events that the 
Fine Arts House is required, by the Inter-
est House Community, to host, in order 
to draw attention to the discipline.

“In the past, it’s been a lot of arts and 
crafts type [events], so one of our goals 
for this semester was to diversify the 
type of art we’re representing in our pro-
gramming,” Miller said. “We have a cou-
ple of actors, a couple of filmmakers, a 
few visual artists and a couple of musi-
cians [in the house]; we wanted to do a 
film festival.”

Miller was inspired by a flash play fes-
tival that was put on by the Fine Arts 
House last year. The two events were 
both easily accessible to students and al-
lowed for a wide variety of performanc-
es and films.

These same principles were apparent 
in the Minute Film Festival; some stu-
dents recorded on their smart phones, 
others used a variety of cameras to 
make their films stand out. Both of these 
choices yielded a great variety of pieces, 
and that was appreciated by the crowd 
that gathered in Kimball.

“I really enjoyed the film festival,” 
first-year Thomas Neufeld said. “For the 
most part, the films were really well-
made; it was obvious people put a lot of 
effort into them, and it was really enter-
taining.”

He found that the videos that stuck 
with him were the comedies.

“I felt like comedy worked a lot bet-
ter,” Neufeld said. “Most of the films that 
were more fast-paced and entertain-
ing--films that didn’t take themselves 
too seriously--were the best.”

These same thoughts were further 
exemplified by the thunder of applause 
that followed each comedy.

So, what can you do in a minute? For 
the Whitman students, the answer is 
nearly limitless. Comedy might have 
worked the best for some, but there were 
other films that captured a moment of 
magic, or left an image ingrained on 
the eye. Sixty seconds might seem like a 
short time to evoke such emotions, but 
in the hands of these directors, a minute 
was just enough.

Minute film festival: 
Sixty-second 
creative endeavors
by ALASDAIR PADMAN
Staff Reporter

Ethan Treadwell, a first-year playing 
the role of an exorcist,  saw “Haunted 
Hospital” as an opportunity to have fun 
acting while celebrating Halloween.

“I know a few of my friends have seen 
it through emails and talked about go-
ing to see it.  I was the only  one that 
thought it was a good idea to be in it,” 
Treadwell said.

The process of organizing the event 
included weekly meetings where stu-
dents brainstormed ideas. The day of the 
event, students and staff started setting 
up at 1 p.m., opened the doors from 7 to 
10 p.m. and did not leave until around 
midnight after clean-up.

“Those three hours [performance 
hours] have almost a month and a half 
of planning, and at least 12 hours of prep 
on the day of,” White said.

There is no doubt that one of the 

spookiest places to be on campus is 
North Hall. “I think when people go into 
places that have a deep history, it’s a veil 
of mystery,” Treadwell said.

For returning participant sophomore 
Tess Francavilla, it’s the layout of North 
that is particularly disturbing.

“There is something about North that 
is inherently a little creepy,” Francavilla 
said. “It’s established in the minds of stu-
dents that this used to be a hospital, and 
maybe it would be creepy  [even] if you 
didn’t know it used to be a hospital.”

For experienced haunted house-go-
er first-year Christine Van Win-
kle-Shaw, the layout of North allowed for 
many different horrifying experiences.

“The diversity of what we experienced 
and the creativity that they had with all 
the different rooms surprised me the 
most,” Van Winkle-Shaw said. “Haunted 
houses that I’ve been to before have not 

been so creative with the different set 
ups that they had.”

Although this is projected to be the 
last Haunted Hospital at North Hall, 
those involved in it have hopes for fu-
ture Halloween-themed events at Whit-
man.

“I think it would be cool to find a way 
to continue it maybe in another build-
ing,” Francavilla said.

“I would hope that something new 
would start because it’s always cool to 
see new traditions started because it is 
someone making their mark on Whit-
man,” White said.

“Haunted Hospital: The Final Chap-
ter” was one the few Halloween-themed 
events on campus open for all students. 
Hopefully, the shadow left by the bitter-
sweet end of this tradition can become a 
shining inspiration for future classes of 
Whitman students.

from HAUNTED HOSPITAL, page 1

HAUNTED HOSPITAL: 
THE FINAL SCARE

Preparations for the final Haunted Hospital included lots of fake blood. Photo by Caroline Ashford.
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The fall season has been wildly suc-
cessful for senior Phoebe Nguyen 
on the women’s golf team. This 

success reached a culmination at the 
North West Conference Women’s Fall 
Classic. She gained as big a lead as 
eight strokes, but ultimately settled 
the win by two strokes. Nguyen’s excel-
lent play secured her an eleventh tour-
nament victory in her Whitman golf 
career.

Nguyen’s level of play and outstand-
ing performances did not go unno-
ticed. In addition to being named an 
NCAA DIII All-American golfer, she was 
also voted the title of Athlete of the 
Week within the PNW conference for 
the second time in only three weeks. 
Coach Skip Moliter called this a “signif-
icant honor.”

“Winning the NWC Fall Classic is a 
tremendous accomplishment, as all 
nine teams compete in that tourna-
ment in order to establish the confer-
ence standings at the end of the fall 
season,” he expanded. “[Nguyen’s] fall 
season makes it apparent that her sen-
ior year may very well be her best.”

Coach Moliter seems to think that 
the individual success of Nguyen will 
be greatly beneficial for the team as a 
whole.

“Both Phoebe and her teammates 
are extremely motivated to return to 
the NCAA championships this May in 
Florida. We made the field in 2016 and 
just missed last year. The fall Phoe-
be put together is a positive indicator 
that this team is in the hunt to get to 
the NCAAs and contend for a national 
championship.”

Teammates, coaches, spectators and 
competitors are not the only ones ap-
preciative of Nguyen’s success. She her-
self is justifiably proud of her astound-
ing accomplishments.

“My achievements this fall sea-
son have most importantly given me, 
and my team, the confidence we need 
to play our best golf in the spring. We 
know that we are more than capable of 
making it to the NCAA Championship 
in the spring, and of contending there. 
We will have to play great golf, and this 
momentum from the fall season will 
be helpful in pushing us toward our 
goal of making it to Nationals in the 
spring,” she said.

Although she acknowledges the sig-
nificance of her fall showing, Nguyen 
humbly recognizes that her success 
is also a product of those who have 
helped her along the way.

“Much of my success can be attribut-
ed to my dad first and foremost. He is 
the one who got me into the sport and 
has pushed me to become a better play-
er,” she recalls before continuing. “My 
time here at Whitman elevated me to 
the next level, from my coach Skip Mo-
litor who always has faith in me, to my 
teammates who support me no matter 
what. Being able to improve my game 
in such a positive environment has 
definitely had an impact on my growth 
as a player.”

Going forward, it seems realistic 
to expect that the Whitman women’s 
golf team will continue to be award-
ed an array of honors. As the fall sea-
son draws to a close, the team will be 
preparing itself for the spring-season 
goal of the National Tournament. If 
Nguyen’s success is any indicator of the 
team’s motivation and commitment, 
this prize is well within their reach.

NGUYEN NAMED NWC 
ATHELTE OF THE WEEK
by WIL KOTNIK
Sports Writer

CROSS COUNTRY HOSTS NWC CHAMPIONSHIPS
by GABY THOMAS
Sports Writer

“What happened at Whistler was 
born of hours, days upon weeks, upon 
months of consistency in training and 
hard, hard work. I didn’t always meet 
the goal the first time around, but I al-
ways tried. ‘NGU’ was a common man-
tra, never give up,” Rietz said.

Rietz’s family—consisting of her hus-
band Doug and her two kids Makena 
and Blaz—and even some friends were 
able to travel with her, all in celebration 
of her remarkable accomplishment and 
in support of the trials to come in Ha-
waii. Balancing family with all the time 
required to train is not easy, but Rietz 
has been able to do it, and she praises 
her husband in helping make this pos-
sible.

“Racing is my passion and I do it be-

cause I love it. But I love my family im-
mensely, and my kids are my priori-
ty. Raising a family and being an Iron-
man in training are each considered a 
full-time position and require ample 
dedication,” Rietz said. “I am thankful 
for the support my husband Doug gave 
me upon this journey of many years. He 
has been there since my first triathlon. 
He picked up the slack when I stumbled 
and dealt with my sometimes grumpy 
mood from the hours upon hours of 
training,” she continued.

The race itself figured to be physically 
and mentally demanding, not only due 
to the competition, but also because of 
the harsh conditions in Hawaii.

“The elements in Kona are raw, re-
lentless and will come for you mile after 
mile. The desert environment is one of 

the most inhospitable climates for rac-
ing,” Rietz explained.

Rietz battled admirably through the 
tough conditions and her own health is-
sues, and while not slightly disappoint-
ed in the result itself, she knows there 
are many positives to take from the 
whole experience.

“For me, it was so much more than a 
race. It was an opportunity to dig deep 
within myself and reflect on all the tri-
als I’ve overcome to get to Kona and re-
joice in the accomplishment,” Rietz 
said.  

This positivity will serve Rietz well as 
she moves forward looking to qualify 
and compete in Kona in the future. She 
is an inspiration and a testament to the 
value of hard work and dedication in 
achieving your goals.

from TRIATHLON, page 1

VOLLEYBALL
Oct. 28 vs. Lewis & Clark College 
W 3-1 on Senior Night
SWIMMING
Oct. 28 W in Mixed Medley Relay

CROSS COUNTRY
Oct. 28 at NWC Championships
Men: 4 of 9
Women: 5 of 9

UPCOMING
Men’s Soccer
Nov. 4 at Whitworth University
Women’s Soccer
Nov. 5 vs. Linfield College

UPCOMING
Swimming
Nov. 4 at Linfield College
Volleyball
Nov.4 at Pacific University

SCOREBOARD

Whitman Alum 
competes in Ironman
World Championships

Whitman Alum and Walla Walla resident Marcella Rietz competed in the Ironman World Championships in Kona, Hawaii. Photo con-
tributed by Rietz.

Cross country is a not a sport that 
is easily watched. To physical-
ly watch the entire race, a spec-

tator would have to run alongside ath-
letes for miles, and even to that extent, 
would still miss the big picture. They 
would be unable to relish the ebb and 
flow of the ever changing positions of 
the racers.  Therefore, cross country 
fans catch the start, the finish and may-
be a few exciting snippets through-
out as the runners vie to beat out their 
competitors. For the Whitman College 
community, catching even these snap-
shots has been impossible for the past 
ten years, as there has not been a major 
Northwest Conference race held in Wal-
la Walla since 2008. This past Saturday, 
however, the Veterans Memorial Golf 
Course in Walla Walla hosted all nine 
teams in the Northwest Conference for 
the conference championships.

The Whitman Blues ran well on 
their own turf, with the men finish-
ing fifth overall and the women finish-
ing fourth. The Willamette Bearcats 
and the Whitworth Pirates took home 
the conference titles for men and wom-
en, respectively. While the men did not 
finish rank quite as high as in previous 
years, they took this result in stride, 
acknowledging the relatively small 
size and youthfulness of the team. The 
women finished higher than their re-
cent pattern of sixth place finishes, that 
they attribute to the widespread suc-
cess of each individual on the team.

“Whitney did really well, placing 
ninth and leading our team. Bryn, 
Camille and Kristen did an awesome 
job as well of packing it up and finish-
ing really close to each other. Their 
pack helped us bump up to fourth place 

as a team,” said Lucy O’Sullivan, a junior 
who achieved an All-Conference title as 
well for her race performance, finish-
ing fourteenth overall.

As mentioned by O’Sullivan, Whitney 
Rich, a sophomore on the team, led the 
women with a ninth place finish. On 
the men’s side, sophomore Eli Fourni-

er also finished ninth, with senior Will 
Mullins close behind in fourteenth.

“Once you’re out on the course, it’s an 
individual race. But it’s a team race at 
the same time, yet you don’t have con-
tact on the course, so you are guessing 
where everyone is at and you have to 
hope that everyone’s training has paid 

off,” Fournier said.
While cross country is both physi-

cally and mentally challenging on the 
individual, the Blues felt the energy of 
the local fans, and took comfort in the 
convenience of racing in their back-
yard.  As this will most likely be the last 
home meet that these runners will ex-

perience, they cherished the perks of 
hosting the conference champion-
ships.

“It helped to have the home crowd 
cheering me in for my last two miles,” 
emphasized Fournier.

“It was definitely a different kind of 
feeling preparing for a race and not 
having to travel by bus or stay in a ho-
tel the night before. Even more excit-
ing, was inviting everyone to come and 
see us run,” affirmed Rich.

Moving forward, the Blues set their 
sights on Division III Western Region-
als in Pomona, Calif. on Nov. 11, where 
both the Northwest Conference and 
the Southern California Intercollegi-
ate Athletic Conference will race to se-
cure spots at Division III Nationals in 
Elsah, Ill.

“Conference is a race for place. We 
want to see how we stack up against 
the conference. Regionals is the race 
that really matters at the national lev-
el,” Fournier explained.

The Whitman team continues to re-
flect as individuals and as a whole, con-
tinuing to grind out training for their 
last few weeks of the season.

“Individually, I’m really happy that I 
got all-conference. It was definitely an 
ambitious goal (I placed thirty-fourth 
at conference last year), but being able 
to achieve it makes me really confident 
going into Regionals. For the team, 
I’m so proud of how we’ve really come 
together this season to set big goals 
for ourselves and work together to 
achieve them,” O’Sullivan said.

These big goals will be put to the 
test at Western Regionals and Nation-
als. Without the support of the home 
crowd cheering them on, the Whit-
man cross country team will have to 
be resilient, hard working and focused 
as they prepares for the most competi-
tive races of the season.

From left to righ tin Whitman jerseys: First year Ellie Chidsey, Sophomore Kristen Wanke, Senior Signe Lindquist, Sophomore Bryn 
Carlson. Photo by Natalie Mutter.

Senior golfer Phoebe Nguyen was named the Northwest Conference Athlete of the 
Week for the second time in only three weeks. Photo by Carson Jones.

SOCCER
Men’s
Oct. 29 vs. George Fox W 6-0
Women’s
Oct. 29 vs. UPS L 2-0
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The Admissions department 
proudly proclaims the 1:1 stu-
dent-tree ratio at Whitman. 

But what really defines sustaina-
ble practice at Whitman? If sustain-
abilit y is such an important senti-
ment in Whitman’s identit y, what 
evidence can be drawn upon in sup-
port?

One of the simplest lenses 
through which we can evaluate in-
stitutional sustainabilit y is green-
house gas (GHG) emissions. In 
F Y2017 (the fiscal year 2017, which 
ended in mid-June), Whitman was 
responsible for the emission of 
10,590 metric tons, or 23.3 million 
pounds of CO2. Compared to other 
institutions of similar size and re-
sources, this is fairly average. Ac-
cording to A ASHE (the Association 
for the Advancement of Sustainabil-
it y in Higher Education) Lewis and 
Clark College emits 8.6 thousand, 
Pacific Lutheran Universit y emits 
19.1 thousand and the Universit y of 
Puget Sound emits 11.45 metric tons 
of CO2.

However, Whitman is rapidly re-
ducing emissions. According to the 
2017 Full Sustainabilit y Report, in 
F Y2016, the college was responsible 
for emissions of 21,300 metric tons 
of CO2. The reduction by roughly 50 
percent in CO2 emissions is due to 
heav y investment in Renewable En-
erg y Credits (R ECs– explained lat-
er), and part of a greater overall 
shift in the Administration’s mind-
set towards sustainabilit y.

In 2013, in response to a request 
by ASWC, Whitman introduced the 
position of Sustainabilit y Coordi-
nator. Currently, the position is 
held by Brandon Bishop.

Bishop has in large part led re-
form throughout the different as-
pects of sustainabilit y on cam-
pus. Whitman’s improvement in 
some of these areas has been sig-
nificant enough that A ASHE has 
ranked Whitman for the first time 
in its STAR S program, in the silver 
division. In 2016, rankings like the 
Princeton Review and Sierra Club 
sustainabilit y awards both includ-
ed Whitman on lists of ‘green’ col-
leges, and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency recognized Whit-
man for its progress towards net 
carbon neutralit y.

The recognition and publicit y 
Whitman is starting to receive has 
thrown sustainabilit y reform into 
the spotlight. Rankings and awards 
are a talking point: a matter of 
pride–and the policies adopted by 
the administration ref lect sustain-
abilit y’s elevated status. However, 
Genean Wrisley, ASWC Sustainabil-
it y Director, says just getting the 
word out isn’t enough: “I think that 
this increased publicit y is the first 
step in the right direction but actu-
ally getting students to know and 
care is the next step.” 

In F Y2017, Whitman used 48.5 
million gallons of water. This was 
down from 52 million the year be-
fore, however, the college still 
spent $40,000 more on water due 
to rising utilit y prices. Since 2012, 
the college has reduced potable 
(sterile, for domestic purposes) wa-
ter use per unit of habitation f loor 
space by 18 percent. According to 
the A ASHE STAR S report, this is due 
to more efficient water usage, but 
also in part to increased f loor space 
(if water use remains constant, 
and f loor space increases, water 
use per unit of f loor space decreas-
es). While these numbers demon-
strate improvement, Whitman’s wa-
ter policy could yet improve. In his 
2017 Sustainabilit y Report, Bish-
op suggests updating standards 
across campus to specif y usage of 
0.25 gpf (gallons per f lush) uri-
nals, 1.28 gpf toilets and .40 gallon 
per minute f low-rate sinks. Bish-
op estimates that with such meas-
ures—and heightened awareness on 
the part of Whitman students and 
staff—indoor water usage can be re-
duced by 20 to 50 percent.

Water recycling initiatives would 
also be highly effective means of 
conser ving water, reducing ener-
g y use and saving money. R ain-
water is collected and purified as 
drinking water in many countries 
around the world. Granted, rain-
water will eventually make its way 
down to groundwater aquifers and 
so is not wasted, but requires en-
erg y (read: money and GHG emis-
sions) to pump back up to the sur-
face. Gray water systems are in-
stalled in many new buildings, and 
capture non-contaminated (not 
from toilets) domestic wastewater 
for reuse.

The main well that Whitman uses 
for irrigation– or landscaping–wa-
ter is in the science building and 
taps a deep-water aquifer.  Accord-
ing to the Walla Walla Basin Water-
shed Council, the cit y recharges the 
aquifer by creating pathways for 
water to seep back into the ground 
(injection wells, f lood basins, infil-
tration galleries) but it remains un-

clear if Whitman’s practice is ulti-
mately sustainable. The deep-wa-
ter aquifer that Whitman uses is 
the cit y’s emergency water supply. 
The amount of water that Whitman 
pulls from the well is not metered 
(measured), so Whitman current-

ly operates in the shadows when it 
comes to irrigation water from this 
well.

Renewable Energ y Credits (R EC) 
constituted a major component of 
Whitman’s sustainabilit y policy. 
The credits are offsets for means of 

electricit y production that also re-
lease GHG emissions. The electric-
it y that Whitman purchases from 
Pacific Power is generated using a 
variet y of fuel sources. For exam-
ple, 63 percent of that electricit y is 
generated by coal combustion. As 

coal combustion releases signifi-
cant greenhouse gas, Whitman pur-
chases R ECs as offsets to CO2 elec-
tricit y generated by coal produc-
tion (and several other fuel sourc-
es). R ECs are—and this is an ex-
tremely simplified recounting— es-
sentially vouchers that show a cer-
tain amount of electricit y was gen-
erated using sustainable, clean 
technolog y. Each R EC stands for 
one  megawatt hour of electricit y. 
For ever y megawatt hour of elec-
tricit y that was purchased in F Y2017 
from Pacific Power, a R EC was pur-
chased to offset any GHG emissions 
the generation of that electrici-
t y might have produced. The elec-
tricit y that Whitman purchased in 
F Y2017 generated 11,180,000 met-
ric tons of CO2 and Whitman pur-
chased R ECs to offset all of it, there-
by lowering total emissions by 50 
percent. Whitman is funding sus-
tainable energ y production equiv-
alent to the unsustainable ener-
g y the college uses. While the R EC 
system is certainly an elegant way 
of staying accountable for carbon 
emissions, it is also locally imma-
terial. The sustainable electrici-
t y purchased through R ECs is gen-
erated primarily in Colorado, Utah 
and Texas. While Whitman spon-
sors the production of that ener-
g y, none of it can be used on cam-
pus, in Walla Walla or even in Wash-
ington State. “I think the term ‘car-
bon neutral’ is ver y misleading be-
cause it makes it seem like Whit-
man is doing something special to 
not emit carbon. However, the real-
it y is that the school is just spend-
ing money somewhere else to the-
oretically balance out our emis-
sions,” said Wrisley regarding the 
R EC program.

Whitman plans to cut GHG emis-
sions by 50 percent before 2020, 
and 100 percent before 2050. The 
R EC system might not be perfect, 
but it ’s the most realistic means 
of achieving that goal. As removed 
as we might be from the actual en-
erg y our R ECs generate, they still 
show our commitment to sustaina-
ble development. Around 700 other 
institutions follow a similar path 
to Whitman’s R EC policy. “High-
er Education, in a way, is the pas-
sage of the torch to the next gener-
ation. When it comes to innovation, 
change and implementing the ten-
ets of sustainabilit y, our students 
are a critical component,” Bishop 
said. 

On Dec. 12, 2015, 195 countries 
around the world gathered togeth-
er to sign the Paris Agreement—a 
consensus to each and ever y one 
tr y their best to reduce emissions 
and keep global temperature from 
rising higher than 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius. The Unites States, originally 
a champion of the agreement, has 
withdrawn its support under the 
Trump Administration. This year, 
President Murray and 2,500 oth-
er prominent leaders from vari-
ous public, private and higher ed-
ucation institutions signed the 
“We Are Still In” declaration af-
firming Whitman’s commitment 
to the original Paris Agreement. 
The college’s new strategic plan 
states Whitman’s intention to con-
tinue supporting and “protecting 
the natural environment,” as well 
as environmental justice. In 2016, 
Whitman released the Climate 
Action Plan, which establishes a 
roadmap to eventual carbon neu-
tralit y. The plan involves tandem 
installations of mitigation technol-
og y and purchases of GHG offsets. 
As we approach 2050, the project-
ed path towards net neutralit y in-
volves reducing emissions and off-
sets simultaneously.

Sustainable practice at Whit-
man will never be simple. “Sustain-
abilit y is more encompassing than 
simply climate change. It is a way 
of looking at the world through 
a multidisciplinar y lens,” Bishop 
said.

As an immediate solution, the 
offset program is undoubtedly an 
effective tool in driving positive 
change, but catastrophic climate 
change can only be averted in the 
long run if emissions are drastical-
ly reduced. As the great forester Gif-
ford Pinchot said, “The vast possi-
bilities of our great future will be-
come realities only if we make our-
selves responsible for that future.”

Are we really still in? 

by THYS REYNOLDS
Staff Reporter

Scenes from the Physical Plant. Brandon Bishop, below, is husbanding Whitman’s ambition to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by  
100 percent by 2050. Photos by Amara Garibyan.

What evidence exists to support Whitman's reputation 
as an environmentally sustainable institution?

Sustainability 
is more encompass-
ing than simply cli-
mate change. It is a 
way of looking at the 
world through a mul-
ti-disciplinary lens.
Brandon Bishop
Whtiman Sustainability Coordinator
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Voices from the Community If an alt-right figurehead spoke on campus 
would you attend? 
Photos by Samarah Uribe

ADYIAM 
KIMBROUGH
Junior

CLAIRE 
PEPPLE
Junior

MADISON 
WRAY
Junior

CONNOR 
RAUCH
First-Year

“No because being a black woman in this world, 
and also being first-gen in my family to go to col-
lege and being from a working class background, 
I feel like a lot of the alt-right discourse tries to in-
validate power dynamics that are played in when it 
comes to race, gender and class. So I don’t want to 
be invalidated. I don’t want to have to hear that be-
cause it’s traumatic. I’d just rather not put myself in 
that situation and feel like I have to educate them, 
or just feeling like an outcast in that situation since 
I already feel that way on campus. So why contin-
ue to feel that way, why put myself in those spaces 
where I would be outcasted and invalidated.”

“Yes, I would attend. I am part of the Whit-
man College Republicans Club, so I think 
it would be interesting to see what would 
happen if someone who was like really far 
conservative came to campus. I think it 
would be a good thing to get the ball roll-
ing on the conversation on the lack of po-
litical diversity at Whitman. Yeah, I would 
definitely attend.”

“My attendance would be really dependent 
on the context of the presentation and what it 
was to be about. That would influence my de-
cision-making process about whether or not I 
would go. I am liberal and progressive, but that 
wouldn’t just inherently negate my attendance 
because I’d be interested in hearing an oppos-
ing view point on a topic if I thought it was an 
interesting topic and worth my time. But I want 
to mention that if I didn’t think it was a really im-
portant or magnetic topic I wouldn’t go so that I 
could show that I am not endorsing or support-
ing that ideology.”

“I’d probably attend in order to understand 
a different perspective from mine. I know 
I probably wouldn’t agree with most if not 
all that they said, but I think that it ’s impor-
tant to learn about and understand different 
ways of thinking.”

The Whitman faculty under the 
current administration is some-
what like the Republican Sen-

ate under Trump; neither can openly 
say what they think for fear of damag-
ing progress toward their goals.  Chris 
Hankins’s thoughtful letter to the fac-
ulty assumes, incorrectly, that  facul-
ty members remain silent about ad-
ministrative policies because of per-
sonal reasons, especially fear of los-
ing employment.  For tenured faculty 
members no such fear exists.  But both 
tenured and non-tenured members 
have policy ambitions.  Perhaps we 
are members of a department threat-
ened with diminution or elimination.  
Perhaps we administer non-curricu-
lar programs which depend upon sup-
port from the administration.  Per-
haps we are working to develop oth-
er programs which we believe will be 
beneficial.  In all cases, we might not 
be able to afford administrative hos-
tility. 

During the last 30 years, power has 

been shifting from the faculty to the 
administration, but that shift has re-
cently accelerated sharply.  So mem-
bers of the faculty are increasingly de-
pendent upon administrative good-
will.  Whitman isn’t the only institu-
tion of higher education experienc-
ing a shift of power; this is a national 
trend.  Faculty at many American insti-
tutions are now pitted against their ad-
ministrations, with the faculty strug-
gling to educate, and with administra-
tions struggling to contain costs and 
operate the institutions like business-
es.  A certain tension between these 
two challenges may explain some of 
the antagonism between faculty and 
administration.

As for journalism at Whitman, bravo 
for The Wire, and bravo for independ-
ent student journalism!  No, members 
of the faculty might not give you that 
quotation you long for, but that’s not 
so different from professional journal-
ism.  Maybe you can get some mem-
bers of the faculty to speak without at-
tribution.  Then you might be able to 
pursue investigative journalism to il-
luminate the tensions operating at the 
College.

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

In light of the PSA’s plastered 
around campus just around Hal-
loween time reminding us that 

‘My culture is not a costume’ for an 
often-times oblivious perpetrator, 
it seems important that we re-think 
cultural appropriation, and especial-
ly why we find it so objectionable. At 
the core of it, it seems to be the ap-
propriation or misappropriation of 
a certain cultural groups’ symbols, 
or really anything of significance 
to that group such as fashion, hair-
styles, language, songs, etc. by anoth-
er group (often times the ‘dominant’ 
or more powerful group). Perhaps my 
definition is rough around the edges, 
especially because it leaves out the 
context of historical struggles and 
colonization that happened within 
the United states. But the issue that 
arises with cultural appropriation, 
I think, goes to the question of own-
ership or of what really ‘belongs’ to 
a certain culture. What counts and 
doesn’t count as ‘cultural appropri-
ation,’ especially when we take into 
consideration the decades that pass 
from when something of cultural sig-
nificance is created/adopted to when 
another group decides to appropri-
ate it? When does the line between 
cultural appropriation and cultural 
exchange get blurred? And although 
we traditionally object to cultural 
appropriation when the dominant 
white majority appropriates minori-
ty cultures within the context of the 
United States, how do we deal with 
different minority groups  appropri-
ating each others’ cultures?

These questions are so difficult to 
answer because it’s hard to define 
culture, and because only recently 
has technology advanced such that 
different cultures now come into di-
rect contact with each other. Peo-
ple immigrate, oftentimes bringing 
many of their cultural practices, and 
the internet makes a lot information 
that used to be only available to that 
culture available to anyone with wifi, 

and a willingness to learn (foreign 
tv shows, recipes, etc). And unless 
some experts or leaders of cultur-
al communities decide to speak up 
and painstakingly announce what 
actually ‘belongs’ to each culture, 
and all the members of that commu-
nity agree to what is acceptable, we 
are often left unsure as to what real-
ly is culturally appropriative. The an-
swer to this uncertainty is, I think, 
to both acknowledge that it is a dif-
ficult issue, and to realize that at the 
core of every cultural appropriation 
issue are people who may be hurt by 
someone’s actions. If one was hypo-
thetically wearing a Native Ameri-
can headdress, sure it might look su-
per ‘cool,’ but if someone were to di-
rectly tell you that the headdress 
was harmful and damaging, it seems 
very much obvious that individual in 
question should reflect on their ac-
tions and change.

At the crux of the issue is that we 
may be hurting our fellow citizens, 
peers and friends alike. It is no radi-
cal statement to say that we should 
care about the feelings of others, and 
that we should respect other peo-
ple. And even if, as a society, we hav-
en’t hammered out all of the nuances 
of what’s problematic about cultur-
al appropriation, we owe it to anoth-
er person to care about their feelings, 
and to care about their humanity 
when they may be telling us we’re do-
ing something wrong. No one should 
be exempt from compassion, and we 
should all acknowledge our own po-
tential weaknesses and flaws. Cultur-
al appropriation often times doesn’t 
come from a place of malice, but rath-
er of ignorance because the issue is 
so difficult. It is the burden of those 
who might appropriate to listen and 
care when something is pointed out, 
be it online or in person. The academ-
ics, sociologists and cultural leaders 
may take some time to figure it all 
out in detail, but until then, the re-
sponse to harmful cultural appropri-
ation may be to consider the person 
or people hurt, and consider how you 
think a kind human being should be-
have.

Perspectives on 
cultural appropriation:  

by PEGGY LI
Opinion Editor

by DANA BURGESS
Professor of Humanities and Classics 
Department Chair

Our lives our packed full with oppor-
tunities to transgress, but perhaps no 
case is clearer than when crossing the 
street. Standing there, at the crosswalk, 
listening to that Hitchcockian bomb-
under-the-table clicking sound, we are 
left in a state of utter indecision about 
whether to wait or to cross in defiance of 
the orange hand. Waiting it out means 
conforming to the Broader Social Or-
der—hereby dubbed BSO—and no doubt 
there’s something distasteful about 
that. Somehow we get the sense that 
conforming means losing our individ-
uality, becoming just another person 
on the street. But, then, crossing means 
marginally increasing our chances of 
losing our lives, and if enough people 
did that the whole BSO might collapse.

So, when faced with the orange hand 
should you assent? To some the answer 
is clearly in the affirmative. Assenting 
means recognizing that there’s a broad-
er world out there, one filled with oth-
er human beings that need some way to 
get to work without risking jail time for 
a hit-and-run. But, of course, that also 
means assenting to the civil infrastruc-
ture gods—entities who have the power 
to dictate how we should live our lives 
when we set out into the world of cross-
walks, street corners and sidewalks. 
This sort of assent might seem, to the 
jaywalkers among us, an impingement 
on their personal autonomy, not really 

all that different than an Egyptian phar-
aoh flashing a whip in order to keep his 
slaves in line.

But upon further reflection, the jay-
walker might come to a far deeper con-
clusion: What if the threat isn’t one of vi-
olence or punishment, but rather of los-
ing one’s humanity? That is, maybe by 
conforming to the BSO, all of the distinc-
tively human features of his mind are 
being reshaped. To borrow some lingo 
from futurists like Ted Nelson and Jaron 
Lanier, what if conforming to the BSO 
means allowing it to categorize the “in-
terwingular”—that is, inherently uncat-
egorizeable—nature of your mind?

But, you might ask, aren’t there bet-
ter examples of this sort of mental-re-
structuring than crossing the street? 
I mean, you might go on, it’s true that 
the BSO expects you to act in accord-
ance with the lights, but there are only 
two options: walk or stop depending on 
if you’re faced with a white stick person 
or an orange hand. To this I can concede 
that the jaywalking case isn’t that big a 
deal, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t illus-
trative of a far broader phenomena that 
has much deeper implications on how 
we live our lives.

For example, every time you access 
Facebook you’re faced with a similar 
predicament. This point, put forward 
by Jaron Lanier in his 2005 book “You 
are Not a Gadget,” hinges on the idea 
that with the rise of Web 2.0—the form 
of the internet that relies on user gener-
ated content—the individual has been 

rendered obsolete and the collective has 
flourished in its place. Because of this, 
whenever you log into Facebook, you are 
faced with a task of finding some way to 
conform to the BSO, and the best way to 
do this is to categorize yourself with-
in the social web of the Web. This might 
become clearer when you notice that 
social networks generally supply you 
with a set of categories—single or in a 
relationship, for example—that you are 
asked to sort through. As soon as you se-
lect one of these, you are conceding that 
you fit neatly into the categories laid out 
by the network, and that might seem 
like an imposition on your freedom.

The issue of cultural appropriation 
has been and still is very debata-
ble and some would say ‘controver-

sial’, because apparently we still don’t 
have a clear idea of what appropriating 
a culture truly means. However, this is-
sue becomes more prominent and even 
more debatable during Halloween time, 
especially in the U.S. context. It is total-
ly fair and important to treat this issue 
carefully and with the utmost caution, 
since there have been so many cases in 
which Halloween become an   extreme 
example  of cultural appropriation. One 
should be careful when deciding what 
costume to wear, in particular if they are 
white.

The issue of cultural appropriation 
has been and still is very debatable and 
some would say ‘controversial’, because 
apparently we still don’t have a clear idea 
of what appropriating a culture truly is 
like. However, this issue becomes more 
prominent and even more debatable dur-
ing Halloween time, especially in the U.S. 
context. It is totally fair and important to 
treat this issue carefully and with the ut-
most caution, since there have been so 
many cases in which Halloween become 
an  extreme example  of cultural appro-
priation. One should be careful when de-
ciding what costume to wear, in particu-
lar if they are white.

It is important to keep in mind that 
other people’s cultures are not costume. 
If you are white, you have no right to 
dress up as anything that belongs to the 
indigenous people or to Latino people or 
to African people. Your white ancestors 
(not necessarily your own, but general-
ly speaking), probably enslaved, killed or 
were blatantly racist  and it would be best 
if one were to  stay in their  own space 
without violating the spaces to whom 
these cultures belong to. Also, it is huge-
ly hypocritical to want to dress up as a 
mariachi or a Native American especial-
ly considering that most of the white stu-
dents don’t even care about their exist-
ence when it comes to everyday life. In ad-
dition, the hypocrisy stands in that a ma-
jor portion of the society doesn’t want 

Mexicans or Black people, but they love 
to steal from their culture; they love their 
food, their music, their style, but they 
don’t want the people. Don’t perpetuate 
the hypocrisy; don’t dress up as Beyonce 
if you feel uncomfortable with the For-
mation video due to the Black Power mes-
sage, don’t dress up as a mariachi when 
you know your relatives that come to vis-
it, would probably just be labelling every 
group of Mexicans that they see when 
you go downtown.

Appropriating culture especially for 
Halloween means that your culture (the 
white one, i don’t even know if we can talk 
about white culture, if that even proper-
ly exists), is the center and once a year you 
get the chance to experience a new one, 
an ‘exotic’ one, one that you would un-
consciously consider inferior any other 
day of the year, one that belongs to a mar-
ginalized community, which already has 
it hard enough but now has to see all the 
white girls trying to do blackface so they 
can look like Aaliyah or Selena.   Don’t 
wear dreadlocks. And not just for Hallow-
een, but ever! Is just that for Halloween, 
certain practices become ‘acceptable’ or 
‘allowed’, when they in fact should never 
be permitted.

Certain cultural characteristics have 
been emphasized as tools for resisting 
the oppression that white people have 
historically imposed. They are there as es-
tablished structures, as symbols to fight 
the white supremacy and to create and 
define the struggle. Dreadlocks are not 
just a hairstyle, they are an historic sym-
bol, an emblem of remembrance of a long 
fought oppression. They are not yours to 
take, they are not ‘exotic’ or ‘edgy.’ You 
don’t fight that struggle. When Black peo-
ple carry dreadlocks they are considered 
‘thugs’; when you carry them, they are 
seen as ‘cute’ or ‘edgy’. You have that priv-
ilege because your life is not confined by 
it. Don’t enact that privilege. Don’t dress 
as Pocahontas, don’t dress as Moana. 
Most of you  consider brown girls unat-
tractive on a daily basis (by the way, y’all 
brown girls are beautiful), but want to be 
like them and find Halloween as an  op-
portunity to do so. Dress as Superman 
or as Wonder Woman. The community 
of color is not fine with you ‘borrowing’ 
from their culture.  So don’t do that.

by RINA CAKRANI
Columnist

Illustration by Tywen Kelly

Crossing the street
by NIKOLAUS KENNELLY
Columnist

Illustration by Nikolaus Kennelly

For more responses, check out  
our poll online at 
whitmanwire.com
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Dating in the modern age is filled 
with challenges that our par-
ents never had to anticipate. 

Many couples communicate via text 
or through apps like Snapchat. To en-
hance these cyber interactions, people 
have begun to use Bitmoji–emojis that 
can be customized to look like their 
user. Well, it appears as though some 
of these Bitmojis are so convincing that 
come couples are having trouble telling 
the real from the fake.

Gracie Jensen had just such an ex-
perience. After adopting Bitmojis, her 
boyfriend started to ask her strange 
questions.

“He came home one time and was 
like, ‘Oh, how was tennis today?’ I was 
like ‘What are you talking about?’ and 
he was like ‘That photo you sent me of 
you playing tennis. You were like, mid-
serve.’ Finally I realized he was talking 
about the Bitmoji I had sent him earli-
er.”

For some women, however, the mix-
up has actually bolstered their relation-
ships.

“Guys just seem to think I’m a really 
positive, active person,” says Margaret 
Stevens. “They’re really impressed that 
I can eat a gigantic burrito, slam dunk a 
basketball and surf all in the same day. 
And I don’t even live by an ocean.”

At this time, the creators of Bitmo-
ji have no plans to make their designs 
less life-like. To decrease confusion, 
women can choose to give their Bitmoji 
a strange hair color or interesting out-
fit. That’s ultimately the path that Gra-
cie Jensen chose.

“My boyfriend Greg and I are big 
Mets fans, so I thought if I changed 
my Bitmoji to wear a Yankees jersey 
he would know it wasn’t really me. It’s 
helped.”

by MAUDE LUSTIG 
Guy with ‘Free Hugs’ SignDoes he love 

you or your 
Bitmoji?

Illustration by Haley King

Finally, with a non-career pol-
itician in office, we will final-
ly get the truth about Ameri-

ca’s most hotly contested assassi-
nation. For years, the secretive leg-
islator cabal that runs the country 
has hid the facts about the JFK as-
sassination from us, but no longer. 
Now, with a president that is not a 
part of the inner circle that knows 
how to run a country, we are getting 
the lowdown on the life and murder 
of President JFK in 1963, as President 
Trump plans to release a treasure 
trove of new files. Little did he know 
that Nicolas Cage had already snuck 
into the vaults and released that na-
tional treasure trove of information 
to us here at The Wire.

First things first, the new file 

confirms a long-standing theory 
that the “F” in JFK does not in fact 
stand for Fitzgerald, as JFK claimed, 
but rather for FRussiaisthebest (the 
F is silent).

More importantly, these files con-
tain new information about the as-
sassination of President JFK. The 
files have supported the existence of 
the much-deliberated second shoot-
er, who, confirming theories, had 
the favorable sniper position of be-
ing within the car. The second shoot-
er, who was wearing full-body cam-
ouf lage to look like an empty car 
seat, simply waited after the shoot-
ing for the scene to clear and then 
left.  

But what else will these files re-
veal? What more did the President 
and his secret service keep hidden 
from us? Only time will tell, dear 
readers. Only time will tell.

by CLARA WHEELER
A Literal Swingline Stapler

RELEASED FILES 
ABOUT JFK REVEAL 
TRUTHS THAT 

SURPRISE 
NOBODY

Illustration by Haley King

Are you currently attending a school 
where the students are crazed lov-
ers of the outdoors? Not your shtick 

but you want to fit in? You’re in luck: Pa-
tagonia has just released its all new 
“Web-surfing Wetsuit” line! This is for the 
average person who would describe their 
schedule as little-to-no outdoor activi-
ty per day, but still wants to wear the fa-
mous label. Don’t worry, these don’t look 
like your average wetsuit used for water, 
but rather, a suit for any couch and loung-
ing occasion, or spruce it up and wear it 
to class. Still don’t believe us? Hear from 
some real-life Web-surfing Wetsuit wear-
ers.

Person #1: I really love this wetsuit, it 
is really great and I really love it a lot be-
cause it allows me to tell people I pass on 
the street that I’m wearing a wetsuit, so 
I must be outdoorsy, but I could also get 
home quickly to my internet games and 
connect with virtual people when I got 
overwhelmed in the real world.

Person #2: If I ever wanted to wear my 
favorite brand, Patagonia, I’d have to rip 
off the labels of other people’s clothes and 
sew them onto mine, just so I wouldn’t 
have to set foot in *gasp*, an REI. Now, I 
can just buy these wetsuits in the com-
fort of my own home, and when I Face-
time my friends, they always tell me how 
much they like my outfit. So that’s neat.

Wow, if those aren’t testimonies then 
we don’t know what is. The bottom line is 
this: Don’t cave in to those sporty people 
who want to breathe fresh air. Instead, 
stay true to yourself and rock a Web-surf-
ing handy-dandy Wetsuit!

Not a fan of 
going out-
side?  
Patagonia’s 
got your 
back.

 

PREMATURE CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES DRIVE 
AREA MAN TO MURDEROUS SPREE IN UN-
SURPRISING TURN OF EVENTS.

FACEBOOK ACTIVISTS PLAN FACEBOOK 
EVENT TO PREVENT FACEBOOK ACTIVISM.

GEESE STILL BIGGEST ASSHOLES OF ALL 
BIRDS, AUDUBON SOCIETY REPORTS.

STUDY FINDS AMERICA INCOMPETENT WITH 
GEOGRAPHY AND MATH; 135 PERCENT OF 
AMERICANS CANNOT FIND THE EDGE OF 
THE EARTH (WHICH IS FLAT).

CANADA UNVEILS BORDER WALL PLAN TO 
KEEP “WORST AMERICANS” OUT.

WORLD SERIES, SHMORLD SERIES: WATCH-
ING PAINT DRY DETERMINED TO BE 3000X 
MORE INTERESTING THAN BASEBALL AND 
HAS 56 PERCENT LESS FACIAL HAIR.

by ANNIE STEFANIDES
Murderino

In my time as the satire editor, I have 
stressed no point more than one. 
That is to say, The Wire needs to have 

its editorial board do the Clarette’s 
challenge together in order to bond 
as coworkers.  It is astounding to me 
that a group of 10 brilliant diamonds 
in this, the newsprint diadem of Whit-
man College, have not really estab-
lished their group dynamic. What, 
with the loud, opinionated and aloof 
characters on this editorial board, 
one would think that everything 
would have fallen apart at this point? 
Alas, dear reader, no!

Though our attention spans are 
small and our patience thinning fast-
er than the proverbial father’s hair, 
this staff of editors puts out a most-
ly-acceptable gossip rag that only 
serves to regurgitate Memorial’s PR 
points each week. I mean, it’s not 
just anyone who can copy-and-paste 
Mem’s fun facts on a piece of news-
print. We are so self-congratulato-
ry that we even think we’re the only 
way free press exists on this campus–
without The Wire, do you think anyone 
would know what is going on? Hell, 

no!  There’s no other way I can think of 
for people to look at news or, like, fig-
ure out who said what. Who the fuck 
is The UB?

Here’s the thing. We all are super 
mad, obviously. People will be writ-
ing op-eds until the administration 
comes to burn down The Wire’s office. 
But, cracking the Da Vinci code that 
is the newspaper’s relationship to the 
campus at large will not be easy. Many 
think of this paper as a gossip rag. 
Many think of this paper as a news 
outlet. The rest do not really give a shit 
about all this confusion–in fear of be-
ing unclear, these are the same people 
who don’t know that there is a news-
paper on campus. Hopefully a new day 
will dawn, and this newspaper will 
move to be solely online, just like all 
the other important papers. Or under-
ground. It’d be fun to print in a cave!!

If nothing else, I’d love to harp 
on the fact that the editorial board 
NEEDS to go do the Clarette’s chal-
lenge as soon as humanly possible in 
order to determine if we’re a gossip 
rag or not. Until then, enjoy all the re-
gurgitated PR statements from Me-
morial that appear in this paper–we 
worked super hard to paste them for 
your reading enjoyment!

“OP-ED:”
I’M ANGRY 
AND I WANT 
TO YELL TOO!
by ANTHONY REALE
Vegan Hunter

HEADLINES YOU 
MISSED, AGAIN


