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From the corner of Alder and Park the 
progress on Whitman’s newest resi-
dence hall is clear. What was an emp-

ty lot this time last spring is now a build-
ing nearing completion. Though the 
Cleveland Dining Hall isn’t scheduled 
to open until a few months after the Fall 
2018 semester begins, students will file 
into the new Residence Hall in Septem-
ber. Aside from comfortable accommoda-
tions and newfound cohesion for sopho-
more life, the new hall promises to shake 
up campus culture by altering the make-
up of sophomore living facilities.

The hall has a capacity of 150, though 
there is no expectation of filling every 
bed. Sophomores will be the primary ten-
ants, but it is possible that juniors and 
seniors may live there as well. Its opening 
will usher in the closure of North, the con-
version of Lyman to first-year only living 
and Tamarac will be repurposed as apart-
ment-style living for upperclassmen.

This new residence hall is part of a larg-
er project which includes renovating the 
current Jewett dining hall and Reid Café 
66, as well as removing the Prentiss din-
ing hall. All together, the school has spent 
roughly $45 million dollars on all of these 
renovations. Much of that was financed 
with gifts, but the College also incurred 
$17 million dollars of debt. The new resi-
dence hall makes up $22 million dollars of 
the $45 million dollar expenditure.

The new hall will also concentrate 
much of the sophomore class on the 
south side of campus. Following exten-
sive internal research, the College found 
that for students going into their soph-
omore year without an explicit social 
group, the transition from living in one 
of only five facilities to five times that was 
difficult. Between eight discrete Greek 
groups, 11 interest houses, College House, 
Tamarac, North, Marcus and Lyman, cur-
rent sophomores are spread out in more 
than 20 locations.

by CHRIS HANKIN
News Editor

For nearly half a century, a peculiar 
organization garnered 330 mem-
bers, including three Whitman pres-

idents, and landed itself as news on door-
steps from Ohio to Mexico City, as well as 
in the heart of a little girl in Florida.

Building off popularity, it wound up 
in the Encyclopedia of Associations and 
on the donors list of the Environmental 
Defense Fund and Save The Redwoods 
League. Perhaps only rivaled by popular 
card game Magic: The Gathering, noth-
ing else harbored at Whitman has struck 
such a chord among many. It takes a trip 
back in time, along dusty moonlit back-
roads, to fully understand what Chemis-
try Professor Jim Todd got into on May 18, 
1963.

Biology Professor Arthur Rempel indi-
rectly started the Roo Rat Society. A char-
ismatic professor, he had a large student 
following especially present in a class 

that required ten mammals to be found 
and stuffed.

One day, Todd was asked to drive some 
students to the Malheur National Wild-
life Refuge in southeastern Oregon to 
gather specimens for Rempel’s class. 
Todd orientated toward humanely gath-
ering the specimens while causing the 
least amount of harm to the animal; the 
students followed. It was there, on that 
18th of May, that the Roo Rat Society (RRS) 
was founded. Todd would later describe 
the Malheur site as the mother chapter of 
the society.

The Society

According to its own guiding docu-
ment, the society is “an organization ded-
icated to the study and conservation of 
wildlife and natural resources,” which is 
the extent to which the society defines it-
self.

Described from time to time as a 
“loosely knit organization” and a “soft 

sell” to conservation, the society has no 
desire to be anything more than an expe-
rience. At the core of its identity, the Roo 
Rat Society is about visiting chapters, 
where ‘roo rats are natively found, while 
accompanied by an existing member, 
one who has been active in conservation 
within the past year, to catch and release 
a kangaroo rat.

“In catching a ‘roo rat it is hoped you’ll 
become more aware of the living things 
around you,” said member Dave Harris.

“Many of these people have never 
touched a wild animal. We are really try-
ing to turn people on in a way they will 
remember,” Todd added. “[It] plants a 
seed that may or may not germinate into 
an awareness of the environment.”

These catch and release expeditions 
are known as hunts, with the goal be-
ing society membership after humanely 
catching a ‘roo rat.

“It’s not so much a hunt as a Tao-istic 
turn-on,” Todd said.

see ROO RAT SOCIETY, page 6

THE INTERNATIONAL 
ROO RAT SOCIETY

NANCY SERRURIER 
–ON THE RECORD

On February 7, Wire reporter Ra-
chel Needham sat down with 
Chair-Elect of the Board of Trus-

tees Nancy Serrurier to chat about her 
ambitions for Whitman. Serrurier has 
been on the Board for eight years, be-
ginning when her son was a sopho-
more at Whitman. She will take over 
from incumbent Brad McMurchie be-
ginning in July of 2018. Before serv-
ing on Whitman’s Board, she was on 
the Board at Colgate. What follows is 
a partial transcript of their conver-
sation, though edits have been made 
for clarity and concision. An extended 
version of the interview can be found 
online. 

Wire: Can you give me a sense of 
what motivated you to join the Board 
of Trustees?

Nancy: I joined the board when 
[our] son Ben ... was a sophomore [at 
Whitman]. He graduated in 2011 ... I’ve 
been on the board for eight years. You 
can serve twelve years, so I have four 
more. I have a strange and wonderful 
interest in educational institutions 
and helping them be the best that 
they can be, from the vantage point of 
the board of directors. I have served 
as an elected public school board 
member in the town where we used to 
live when our kids were in the public 

school system. They went to an inde-
pendent high school. I also served on 
the board of that. I was the vice chair 
of that as well.

When Ben went to Whitman, it was 
a time when [the College] was try-
ing very intentionally to expand the 
membership on the board of trus-
tees to non-alums. There have always 
been non-alums on the board, so this 
wasn’t entirely new, but it was an in-
tentional effort to diversify that way. 
Whitman knew that I was on the Col-
gate board and they asked me to be 
on the Whitman board. I stayed with 
Whitman because I just love this 
school and I love this community.
Wire: You have talked about how 

one of your goals is making College’s 
and other institutions the best that 
they can be from a Board perspective. 
What does that look like?

Nancy: That is a wonderful hy-
dra-headed question because there 
isn’t a single answer to it. In its ide-
al form, it is the board’s job to think 
about the future of the college. Not to 
get involved in day-to-day decisions, 
unless they have a heavy weight on 
the future. So, we are thinking about 
the health of the organization going 
forward. My feeling about the board 
is that we lead by example, and that 
in the way we talk and ask questions 
and inquire and listen, we are think-
ing ahead of time about changes the 
college should consider in order to 
be attractive to future students and 
to make sure that the quality of what 
we offer is as best as it can be for us. 
We all want Whitman to thrive and to 
be attractive to students and to be the 
kind of place that alumni care about 
in order to support. There’s a bal-
ance here between today’s students 
and the ones in the past and their 
families. And we want to make sure 
that the value of Whitman remains 
healthy.

by RACHEL NEEDHAM
Staff Reporter

In its ideal 
form, it is the board’s 
job to think about the 
future of the college. 
Nancy Serrurier
Chair Elect of the Board of Trustees

by HARRY KELSO
Staff Reporter

Construction on the new residence hall is set to be complete by move in day Fall 2018, but Cleveland dining hall may take a few months longer. All together the ren-
ovations will cost the school $45 million dollars, much of which is made up in gifts. Photo by Brahm Coler.

In catching 
a ‘roo rat it is hoped 
you’ll become more 
aware of the living 
things around you.
Dave Harris
Roo Rat Society member

NEW RES. HALL PROMISES TO SHAKE UP CAMPUS CULTURE
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see SERRURIER, page 2

see RES HALL, page 2

Larger red dots signifiy a larger sophomore population in Whitman dorms 
for the 2017-2018 school year. Lyman houses 13 sophomores, Marcus 23, 
North 10 and Tamarac 22.  Photo contributed by Neal Christopherson.

A “delicious paradox:” 
WWCC responds to the 

growing wine industry
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Associate Dean of Students and Di-
rector of Residence Life and Housing 
Nancy Tavelli expanded on that difficul-
ty. “The research that we did concluded 
that sophomore year can be challeng-
ing, largely because students are so 
scattered ... you make friends with who 
you live near, and that is part of why we 
want sophomores to be more concen-
trated on one side of campus.”

Assistant Director of Residence Life 
and Housing Andrew Johnson ech-
oed Tavelli’s point. “I think it can be 
especially difficult for sophomores 
who don’t have an explicit group like 
a sport, a Greek affiliation, an interest 
house [or something else like that].”

The research that Tavelli referenced 
was done in tandem with Neal Chris-
topherson and the Office of Institution-
al Research. The report is roughly 5,000 
words long, but Christopherson puts 
the main findings concisely: “In short, 
the organization of where students 
live has a significant impact on stu-
dent friendships. What our interviews 
suggested is that Whitman’s housing 
options function to create large social 
networks in the first year, then split 
them up in the second year to small-
er, more intimate friendship groups. 
I’m not putting a value judgement on 
that—it’s just what seems to happen,” 

he wrote in an email to The Wire.
But this new residence hall will not 

simply provide a community for those 
who might have otherwise felt discon-
nected. In the larger context of under-
enrollment, filling the hall promises to 
shake up campus culture.

According to the Housing Office, dur-
ing the 2017-18 school year, 13 sopho-
mores lived in Lyman, 10 in North and 
22 in Tamarac. An additional 23 lived 
in Marcus, though as of yet it is unclear 
whether or not Marcus will be closed. 
With a cushion of 5 beds to be filled by 
staff members, that accounts for 73 of 
the 150 beds in the hall, leaving a gap of 
nearly 80 residents.

There are obviously caveats. The 
numbers above fluctuate from year to 
year as participation in Greek life as 
well as total enrollment change. Ad-
ditionally, the residence hall doesn’t 
need to be entirely full. In fact, Tavel-
li emphasized that the College needs 
unfilled rooms in case issues come up 
which necessitate housing changes. 
What is clear however, is that though 
over the long term the gap may resolve 
itself, during the 2018-19 school year it 
may be difficult to navigate.

Chief Financial Officer Peter Harvey 
stressed that this gap doesn’t necessari-
ly present a budgetary issue for the Col-
lege. “Our budget is built off of total en-

rollment, not just one residence hall. 
There aren’t budget’s specific to each 
Hall,” Harvey said.

But even if this gap between beds 
and bodies won’t hurt Whitman’s 
budget, it does promise to change cam-
pus culture. The biggest question is 
where the students to fill the beds will 
come from, and there are a lot of pos-
sibilities. When the residence hall was 
initially designed, the College also 
planned to close Marcus along with 
North Hall. Though that has not come 
to fruition, it is still on the table. “It 
might also free up some space in Doug-
las, which has been right at capacity for 
a few years. It can alleviate some pres-
sure on these other living facilities,” 
Johnson said.

Full enrollment would also mean 
that the gap would be easily filled. The 
class of 2021 has 409 students, the tar-
get was 435. It is unclear what the class 
of 2022 will look like, but either way, the 
first students to file into the new hall 
will be smaller than the College antici-
pated. According to Tavelli, this is a hall 
for the future. She says that in the long 
run, as the school returns to full enroll-
ment, these pressures will dissipate. 
But in the short term, the transition 
may be a bit rocky.

One group that may feel the pressure 
is another on-campus living option 

for sophomore men: fraternities. Dur-
ing Fall rush, fraternities attracted a to-
tal of 53 pledges, down from 74 in 2016. 
Since then, some pledges have dropped 
and some new ones have joined. In-
terfraternity Council President Stu-
art Ashford says that roughly the same 
number initiated into the four houses. 
It must be noted that all Greek organi-
zations are continuing to recruit new 
members.

Ashford is confident that fraternities 
will still manage to fill their homes, but 
also acknowledges that sophomores 
living in the houses comprise a signifi-
cant portion of each Fraternities annu-
al budget.

Though this shortfall of residents in 
the new hall does seem to pose a poten-
tial threat for the financial viability of a 
Greek system already low on members, 
Ashford remains confident. “We offer 
an experience that students can’t get 
in these Residence Halls,” Ashford said. 
He continued, “The threat to Greek life 
is that we won’t be able to sustain mem-
bership, not that we will be unable to 
convince members to live in.”

There are also plenty of other pres-
sure valves in Residence Life to take the 
strain off of fraternity budgets. Ashford 
predicts that this will have a more di-
rect impact on the Interest Housing 
Community, Douglas and Marcus.

from RES LIFE, page 1

During the 2017-2018 school year, Sophomores were scattered between more than 20 living accomodations. Though that will remain true in the 2018-2019 school year, the closure of North 
and moving Sophomores out of Lyman and Tamarac means that most of the community will be concentrated on the South Side of campus. Photo by Brahm Coler.

from SERRURIER, page 1

Nancy Serrurier on the student-to-faculty ratio
Wire: People on campus have 

been talking a lot about the stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio, and I would 
love to hear from you about how 
you intend to tackle the challenge 
of returning Whitman to a 10:1 ra-
tio.

Serrurier: I just had a meet-
ing with a professor an hour ago 
where I said, and I’m going to say 
it again, “I would love it to wake 
up one morning and find us to be 
able to sustainably afford and 8:1 
student-faculty ratio.” Oh! That 
would be wonderful. But the re-
ality is that we don’t. We’re not in 
that kind of financial position. On 
a sustainable basis, we can afford 
a 10:1 ratio, which is what we were 
for many many years. It slid to 8:1. 
Unfortunately we can’t have our 
cake and eat it too at the moment. 

We’re not simply thinking, ‘Let’s 
get rid of faculty positions in order 
to spend more on financial aid.’ It’s 
not that simple. In order to move 
forward on lots of initiatives, you 
need to have the resources. This is 
the challenge.
Wire: It is hard, and I don’t envy 

your [position]. My counter to that 
might be that we have added a 
computer science major, and in al-
locating resources for faculty and 
in allocating tenure positions, 
how is the board anticipating bal-
ancing the sciences – which has 
seemed like more of a priority in 
recent years –and the humanities?

Serrurier: First of all, the com-
puter science positions are en-
dowed. Yes, there are more posi-
tions, but they are not taking away 
money from the rest of the facul-
ty budget for other positions. It’s 

a nuance, but it’s kind of an impor-
tant one.

The decisions about where posi-
tions get replaced is a complex one. 
Part of it is driven by student de-
mand, and the demand has been in 
the sciences for a number of years 
now. I haven’t seen the latest num-
bers, but because our enrollment 
is down, the overall demand per-
centages are down. And students 
vote with their feet.
Wire: It’s possible you may not 

be able to answer this, but I also 
wonder from an admissions stand-
point whether the college does 
have control over that, in some 
sense.

Serrurier: Yes and no. Students 
say one thing and do another, and 
that’s great! I love that. I love that 
idea that a student can say, “You 
know, I’m really interested in be-

ing a doctor.” Then they get here 
and they take a class in environ-
mental politics and they go, “Holy 
cow, I want to do that instead.” I 
want that to be the case. So we re-
ally can’t use people’s interest as 
a guide to staffing. But one factor 
that we do use, is: What’s the en-
rollment?

The faculty has a way of figur-
ing out loads of factors which have 
to do with credit hours-per-fac-
ulty member, and the differenc-
es are staggering. However, we are 
a liberal arts college. We are com-
mitted to a range of topics, wheth-
er they’re popular today or not. 
Again, the tension is between 
making sure those biology ma-
jors aren’t just having a terribly 
stressed time with their education 
and the Chinese major has enough 
courses for that major. We have 

got to have enough staffing to give 
everyone a good experience. In a 
small college that kind of staffing 
is, again, a challenge.

But there isn’t some policy in 
Memorial or on the board to fa-
vor one over the other. It’s really a 
commitment to the student expe-
rience. Sometimes it seems pretty 
unbalanced. As you know, from the 
tenure system there are a certain 
number of ongoing tenure lines in 
each department, until somebody 
leaves, the policy of college right 
now is not to take away those posi-
tions. Unless students are seeking 
out those courses, those faculty 
members have less and less work-
loads compared to others where 
there’s more.

Check out whitmanwire.com for 
an extended version of the interview.

2018-2019 Sophomores 
concentrated on south side
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College Cellars offers free wine tastings and interesting conversations for connoisseurs looking for a more laid back experience. Photos by Chris Hankin.

Planning Commissioners met last week to discuss a proposed ammendment to the Walla Walla County Code that would allow for water bottling in all resource and ru-
ral agricultural zones. Photo by Chloe Carothers-Liske.

The Walla Walla County Planning 
Commission held a public hear-
ing last Wednesday, Feb. 7 discuss-

ing, among other items, a proposal re-
garding a 27 acre plot of land adjacent 
to the Walla Walla Community College. 
They approved the proposal and   rec-
ommended, by a vote of 5-0, to bring 
the parcel into the Walla Walla Urban 
Growth Area (UGA). This would change 
the property’s zoning to “Public Re-
serve,” allowing the Community Col-
lege to develop it for a use compatible 
to both its interests and the public’s.

The Community College has yet to 
settle upon a specific use for the land. 
However, they have considered using 

it as a future location for student hous-
ing.

Douglas Bayne, Vice President of Ad-
vancement at Walla Walla Communi-
ty College, first reiterated that a de-
cision has not been made before pro-
ceeding to comment on potential resi-
dence hall development, saying of stu-
dent housing:

“There appears to be a high demand, 
but the issue with housing is if you can 
match that demand with affordabili-
ty.”

The College is conducting a survey 
to confirm student interest, results of 
which are pending.

The move, if completed, would be 
representative of reactions to the 
broader increase in demand becom-
ing apparent in the Walla Walla hous-

ing market.
A recent article in the Walla Walla 

Union-Bulletin attributed this increase 
to “the rise of local wineries lead-
ing to a booming tourist industry.” In 
turn, this has created a market where 
“there simply aren’t enough houses to 
go around ... and those that are availa-
ble are frequently snapped up by high 
earners in the wine, tourism and tech 
industries.”

The corresponding upswing in tour-
ism has largely been viewed as a posi-
tive development, creating a cradle for 
new business and industry that has 
yielded both jobs and a change in cul-
ture. However, there is at the very least 
a correlation, if not a direct relation-
ship, between the increase in tourism 
and the increase in housing prices. 

While this can be perceived as bringing 
about positive change in the region, it 
also threatens to price out many long 
time residents.

Few places better present this dichot-
omy than the Center for Enology and 
Viticulture at Walla Walla Communi-
ty College. The Center opened in 2003 
and aims to provide “hands-on experi-
ence in wine-making, viticulture prac-
tices, and wine marketing and sales” to 
the general end of preparing students 
for work in the industry” (Program 
Pamphlet). The center also has a hand 
in perpetuating a delicious paradox — 
feeding into and profiting off an indus-
try that simultaneously raises rents on 
both its students and the surrounding 
citizenry from which Walla Walla Com-
munity College draws its name.

by NICK MAAHS
Staff Reporter

Community, commissioners, 
respond to water bottling proposal

On November 29, 2017, Dar-
lene and Perry Dozier filed an 
amendment to the Zoning Code 

Text Amendments through the Com-
munity Development Department to 
allow them to start bottling water on 
their farmland in Waitsburg. The pro-
posal has two components: the first 
would amend the Walla Walla Coun-
ty Code to add a new definition, “Wa-
ter Bottling,” which would allow land-
owners in agricultural zones to pump, 
bottle and distribute water if it is from 
a source on the land where it is bottled. 
The second, would allow water bot-
tling in “all resource and rural agri-
cultural zones.” At a public hearing on 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, the Planning Com-
missioners voted 3-2 to recommend 
omitting the proposal from the dock-
et for the next meeting of County Com-
missioners.

At the meeting, Darlene Dozier 
pitched the bottling company to the 
Planning Commission as environmen-
tally friendly and community-mind-
ed. She said she wanted to start the 
company after “looking at the con-
tents of bottled water and [finding] 
most to not be healthy.”

“Our concept,” said Dozier at the 
meeting, “was created out of a desire 
to provide water for consumption that 
is in its purest form. Water is pumped 
from the deepest salt layers of the 
earth, and is bottled untouched except 
for the filtration of sediment and par-
ticles.”

According to Dozier, the company 
would aim for B-Corp status, a certi-
fication for for-profit companies that 
meet certain standards of social and 
environmental performance. Doz-
ier also mentioned that the bottles 
would be made of glass or biodegrad-
able plastic. The Doziers also claimed 
that on site bottling and strip testing 
would reduce the environmental im-
pact of their company.

The Planning Commission received 
many public comments between Jan-
uary 25, when the public hearing was 
announced, and February 7, as well as 

in person comments at the meeting. 
Emma Rollins ‘18 who interned at Hay-
shaker Farm last summer and learned 
about the proposal through her con-
tacts there, sent an email to several en-
vironmental student listservs encour-
aging students to submit comments 
and attend the meeting.

Comments from Walla Walla com-
munity members overwhelmingly 
urged Commissioners to vote against 
including the proposal on the docket. 
Many community members expressed 
concern over the local and global en-
vironmental impacts of bottled water 
and the future of the valley aquifer as 
climate change progresses.

Many comments also echoed those 
of Jennifer Mallo, who wrote to remind 
the commission that “WE ALL benefit 
from the water in the ground and for 
one couple to think they can make a 
profit off of this precious resource is 
unbelievable to me. I hope the coun-

ty commissioners think of the entire 
population and the impact this can 
have on our community. I am expect-
ing to see a unanimous NO from the 
commissioners.”

A major theme of many comments 
emphasized the communal ownership 
of the watershed and how important it 
is to every valley resident, both for dai-
ly life and the agricultural industry. 
Additionally, many people said that 
making individual profit off of a com-
munity resource seemed both morally 
wrong and potentially dangerous, de-
pending on how much water is taken 
and how climate change could affect 
the county’s aquifers in the future.

Fiona Bennitt ‘17 attended the meet-
ing in opposition to the amendment. 
“As someone who hopes to study hy-
drology,” said Bennitt, “I am really con-
cerned about the aquifers and how 
they are going to be taxed in the com-
ing years given that our population is 

growing.”
For many citizens, this amendment 

reminded them of a water rights bat-
tle Waitsburg had with Nestle just  two 
years ago. The amendment would not 
only allow the Doziers to bottle water, 
but anyone with property and water 
rights who wanted to bottle water pro-
duced on their property. This leaves 
the door open for large corporations, 
like Nestlé, to buy land and begin pro-
ducing bottled water in Walla Walla 
County.

Paul Gregutt wrote the commission 
to remind them that just “two years 
ago a huge majority of the citizens of 
Waitsburg demanded an end to efforts 
by Nestle to steal the city’s water.” Mr. 
Gregutt believes that “the immediate 
benefits to any city or county that in-
vites [Nestlé] in are miniscule com-
pared to the potential long term dam-
age. Water is the new oil in this 21st 
century. Water rights dating back to 

the 1900s were never intended to allow 
any individual to plunder the water ta-
ble that belongs to the larger agricul-
tural community, simply for their own 
enrichment.”

While concerned citizens focused 
mainly on the environmental impact 
of the proposal, the concern of the 
Planning Commissioners was that the 
amendment seemed too broad in its 
scope, affecting all agricultural zones 
in the county.

Moving forward the County Com-
missioners could vote to accept the 
recommendations of the Planning 
Commission, omitting the amend-
ment from the docket, or could hold 
another public hearing. Should the 
County Commissioners decide to in-
clude the amendment on the docket, 
it could be passed in the future. The 
official amendment and county re-
cords can be viewed on the Walla Walla 
County website.

WWCC FEELS DOUBLEEDGED SWORD OF 
EXPANDING WINE INDUSTRY

by BEN KUNZ AND CHRISTY CARLEY
Staff Reporter and News Editor



February 15, 2018 PAGE  4

The French American Cultural Ex-
change foundation (FACE) has 
brought French cultural films to 

universities and colleges across the Unit-
ed States with the Tournées Film Festival 
since 1995. With cultural plurality as its 
central mission, the Tournées Film Festi-
val now finds itself at Whitman College, 
bringing their mission to Walla Walla.

The films shown are products not only 
of France, but of Tunisia as well. Ranging 
from animation to documentary to dra-
ma, the films shown are all selected as 
good examples of French culture.

The film series started out with the an-
imated film “Louise en hiver (Louise by 
the Shore),” that follows the story of an el-
derly woman who finds herself stranded 
in a seaside town, then takes the time to 
reflect on her life. The most recent film, 
“Derniers nouvelles du cosmos (Latest 
News from the Cosmos)” explores the life 
of a severely autistic and talented poet. 
Two more films remain to be shown.

A six week event, the Tournées festival 
has found ardent support at Whitman. 
French Literature professor Jack Iver-
son spoke to the value of bringing this 
French cultural program to Whitman.

“The idea of the sponsors [FACE] is to 
heighten the awareness of French cul-
ture, specifically French filmmaking, 
which has historically been an impor-
tant part of French cultural production,” 
Iverson said.

Iverson spoke about how the Tournées 
Film Festival is in part a response to 
American dominance of the film indus-
try.

“If you look at box office numbers, and 
just the number of people who are see-
ing American films as opposed to Eu-
ropean films of any nationality, the US 
[film] industry is so dominant in the 
world today that the French really do feel 
the need to promote their product to the 
world,” Iverson said.  

The festival is popular among stu-
dents, as well as faculty. Yann Dardon-
ville, RA of La Maison  Français (the 
French interest house), spoke about what 
he believes the value of the film festival 
is.

“Simply put, it’s a cool way to expose 
campus to another sphere of cinema,” 
Dardonville said. “When we think of 
movies we think of Hollywood; we don’t 
always have foreign films in mind. I 
think that French films offer a great plat-
form for thinking about French culture 
and the values the French have.”

French major Megan Gleason shared 
Dardonville’s views on the importance 
of French cultural presentation.

“Before you start learning French you 
have this idea of what French culture is 
like,” Gleason said. “I think there is a real 
need to see what French culture is real-
ly like. It’s so easy to stereotype differ-
ent cultures, I think it’s important to dig 
deeper and not be satisfied with that sur-
face level understanding.”

French cultural presentations such as 
the Tournées Film Festival also serve as 
a resource to the Whitman community. 
Dardonville spoke to this aspect.

“I don’t want to pit it against other 
cultures at Whitman,” Dardonville said. 
“I think that the fact that it was put on 
by the French department shows that 
it was what the department chose to do 
with its resources. I welcome more rep-
resentation in general.”

The Tournées Film Festival will show 
films in Kimball Auditorium every Sun-
day at 7:30 p.m. until February 25.

by CY BURCHENAL
Staff Reporter

Bringing French culture to campus 
through the silver screen

WIRE
WATCH

FEB 15-FEB 22

Women in Leadership 
Symposium

Thursday, Feb. 15

Women in Leadership Symposi-
um will feature six women in lead-

ership. At 11:30 a.m. in the Reid 
ballroom there will be a lunchtime 
event to introduce the panelists, 

and at 7:30 p.m. in the Olin Audito-
rium, the panelists will share their 
stories and views on leadership.

One Act Play Festival
Thursday, February 15 through Sun-

day, February 18 
in Harper Joy Theatre

The festival features plays written, 
selected, performed and designed 

by students. Audience members 
can vote for their favorite play, and 
the winner will receive a cash prize. 
Showtimes and ticket information 

can be found online at the Whitman 
College Events Calendar, or at the 

theater box office.

Finding Your Future: 
Communications & Media, 

Fine & Performing Arts
 4:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 16 

in Fouts 201

There will be a panel on careers in 
Fine & Performing, followed by a 

panel at 5:00 p.m. on Communica-
tions & Media.

Chinese Lunar New Year 
Celebration

Friday, Feb. 16 from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 
p.m. Cordiner Hall foyer

The China at Whitman Club and the 
Asian Studies House will be pre-
senting a Chinese New Year Cel-
ebration in the foyer of Cordiner 
Hall. There will be Chinese food, 
a screening of the Spring Festival 
Gala in China, and activity stations 
including calligraphy, tea tasting, 
face painting, paper cutting and 

lantern riddles.

Professor Jack Iverson, who teaches French at Whitman, believes the film series can bring awareness of 
French culture to Whitman. Photo by Afton Weaver.

A blend of humor and well-mean-
ing advice finds its home in the 
recently-started KWCW radio 

show “The Curl of the Burl.” Hosted 
by Koby Haigerty ’21 and Ethan Tread-
well ’21, the show serves as Whitman’s 
very own advice radio show.

“The Curl of the Burl” is no or-
dinary source of advice; it is also a 
source of laughter, stemming from 
the humorous, joking nature of the 
show. While it is an advice show, both 
Haigerty and Treadwell emphasized 
that neither of them are experts on 
giving advice. Many of the questions 
they receive, in fact, are humorous in 
nature.

“We’ve gotten everything from 
just questions that are meant to in-
cite a debate like “how should dogs 
wear pants” to … there was one that 
was actually a more serious question 
which was from a friend of mine, who 
wants to be closer to her brother but 
only talks to him when they’re both 
on break and back at home, and then 
when they’re both at college they 
don’t communicate,” Treadwell said. 
“So we gave a more serious set of ad-
vice for that question, but obvious-
ly joked about how dogs should wear 
pants.”

Their responses to funny questions 
can quickly grow into the realm of hi-
larity, providing for an entertaining 

hour on air. Haigerty spoke about one 
such question that incited an unex-
pected, good-humored rant.

“Last week we had a question where 
someone’s friends recommended 
them a book, and they felt uncom-
fortable about reading the book in a 
public space because of what the cov-
er looked like, and they were asking 
whether or not they should read the 
book,” Haigerty said. “So we looked 

at the cover and analytically broke 
down the cover for a solid thirty min-
utes just talking about, ‘How would 
you judge this if you saw this kind of 
thing? Like there’s already four dif-
ferent fonts on this cover, I’m not ex-
actly sure this is reading material,’ 
and we just kind of went on this huge 
rant about this book’s cover.”

The two hosts do occasionally give 
sincere advice to those questions that 

call for it.
“There are questions that might 

come in that relate to something that 
has happened to us in our past … so 
in that regard, there are some things 
that are important to us that we do 
want to answer truthfully,” Treadwell 
said. “Otherwise, it’s just meant to 
be entertainment and kind of bring 
a smile to people’s faces before they 
go out on a Saturday night. So I think 
in both ways it’s kind of beneficial 
in some way to the audience, but it’s 
not really meant to be that ‘come to 
us with your problems and we’ll fix 
them’ kind of show.”

A typical show starts out with 
some introductions and light ban-
ter between the Haigerty and Tread-
well before they jump into answer-
ing questions. Some of the questions 
have been sent in prior to the show, 
but they also have a phone line and 
take questions if anyone calls during 
the show. They close the hour with a 
segment called “The Complaint Box,” 
in which Haigerty presents Tread-
well with a random topic and Tread-
well must complain about it for the 
remaining five minutes of the show.

“It’s kind of our creative hour,” Hai-
gerty said. “We can just let our minds 
wander wherever we want to go, it’s 
so liberating—even if nobody’s listen-
ing … it’s just so much fun to have the 
sense that maybe somebody is, and 
we’re doing this really cool almost 
improv theater stuff for them.”

The show is very much an engaging 
one, with natural banter and laugh-
ter arising between the two hosts.

“We’re both pretty good at just 
taking a topic and finding the fun-
ny there, or if not funny, just finding 
something within that and then once 
I’m going on something he’ll see what 
I’m doing and build off of it,” Haiger-
ty said. “That’s why I’m really glad I’m 
doing it with him because we’re re-
ally good at playing off each other’s 
strengths as far as, if it sounds like 
he’s [Treadwell’s] faltering on some-
thing, I’ll pick up the slack where he’s 
going and then bring it along … If 
you have a friend, you can just riff off 
each other forever.”

Haigerty added, “I don’t want to 
toot my own horn, but I think we’re 
actually pretty funny sometimes. 
And for us it’s just so much fun, and 
for the people who have listened and 
given us comments on it, they had a 
really good time, because we do actu-
ally give real answers every now and 
then, and when we do, it’s really cool 
advice, and when we are just goof-
ing around it’s actually sort of funny, 
so it’s kind of a fun little mix of seri-
ous and silly and all that kind of stuff 
rolled into one hour-long package.”

Listeners can send their questions 
in at any time, including during the 
show. Otherwise, tune in to KWCW 
90.5 Saturdays from 7-8 p.m. for an 
hour of laughter on “The Curl of the 
Burl.”

by MICHELLE FOSTER
A&E Editor

Whitman’s witty new 
advice radio show

Ethan Treadwell ‘21 (left) and Koby Haigerty ‘21 (right) host the comedy-advice radio show Saturdays from 7-8 p.m. Photo by Carson Jones. 

The Rainmaker
Friday, Feb. 16 - Sunday, Feb. 25 
the Little Theatre of Walla Walla

Set in the Depression era, the play 
follows a young woman named Liz-

zy through a drought in her rural 
town and the arrival of a Rainmaker 
who promises to make it rain. For 
performance times and ticket res-
ervations, visit the Little Theatre of 

Walla Walla on their website.

We can just 
let our minds wander 
wherever we want to 
go, it’s so liberating—
even if nobody’s lis-
tening.
Koby Haigerty ‘21

Simply put, it’s 
a cool way to expose 
campus to another 
sphere of cinema.
Yann Dardonville ‘20
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Last weekend was the climb-
ing team’s first competition of 
this year’s Northwest Collegiate 

Climbing Circuit (NC3). For the first 
competition of the year at Western 
Washington University, Whitman ex-
ceeded expectations. Three climbers 
made it to the final round of the com-
petition, including Mackenzie Kull-
er, Raquel Peterson and team captain 
NoahLani Litwinsella.

Each climber receives a score for 
the first round of the competition 
based on the top five scores they re-
ceive. To get the points for a climb, 
a climber must complete the climb 
from start to finish (this is called red 
pointing the climb). If a climber com-
pletes a climb on their first attempt 
they receive extra points (a f lash bo-
nus). At the end of the first round, the 
three male and three female climb-
ers with the highest score move on 
to an on-sight finals round. The team 
was just points away from having all 
three female competitors be Whit-
man students.

Litwinsella has been a captain of 
Whitman’s climbing team for the 
past three years, and has been climb-
ing for a lot longer than that.      

“I love being a part of the Whitman 
Climbing team,” Litwinsella said. 
“It is an awesome community where 
people who have been climbing since 
they were kids and people who are 
brand new to the sport cheer for each 
other and help each other to com-
plete climbs.”

Sophomore captain Walker Orr en-
joys the community aspect as well. 

“It is casual enough to be a wonder-
ful community, but also very compet-
itive. You can make it whatever you 
want it to be,” said Orr. 

The competitive nature of the team 
is what drove them to success in their 
first competition, and what will con-
tinue to drive them to improve as the 
season progresses.       

“I think we have a very good chance 
of going further than any Whitman 
Climbing team has ever gone, both 
individually and as a team, this sea-
son,” Litwinsella said.

Climbers score points for their 
teams based on what place they fin-
ish in, with first place earning 10 
points, second place receives nine 
points and so on. With each compe-
tition broken up into six categories, 
a school can receive points for up 
to two of its athletes in each catego-
ry. This makes having a large team 
very crucial, and very helpful in giv-
ing the team more overall points. The 
fact that Whitman, being a school of 
under 1,500 students, can be compet-
itive with schools like the University 
of Washington, Western Washington, 
Central Washington, University of Or-
egon and Oregon State, is a huge ac-
complishment.

A huge part of their success in the 
past and so far this season can be at-
tributed to the team’s tireless work 
ethic in practice. The team holds 
around eight practices per week so 
that it works with as many people’s 
schedules as possible. The team does 
climbing practice twice a week, along 
with yoga, core and conditioning 
workouts.

“Climbing is a sport that neces-
sitates both mental and physical 
strength. The best way to get good at 
climbing is to climb, but it is much 
easier on your body to build strength 
doing conditioning in the gym,” Lit-
winsella explained.

“You can spend as much or as lit-
tle time in the gym as you want. 
That’s what is so nice about it, you 
can choose how much time you want 
to commit to improving. That is what 
draws so many people to climbing be-
cause it works with your schedule,” 
Orr said.    

Spending hours upon hours a week 
grinding together in the gym has 
brought the team closer, but week-
ly road trips are really what have 
formed strong bonds. Every travel 
weekend, the team usually spends 
nights at a teammate’s or family 
member’s house, according to Orr. 
They hang out, play games, and pre-
pare for their weekend of competing.

The climbing team will contin-
ue the season competing in all the 
Northwest Collegiate Climbing Cir-
cuit, along with three USA Collegiate 
Climbing Series competitions.

MEN’S TENNIS
Feb. 9 vs. #11 Redlands
W 6-3
Feb. 11 vs. #13 Trinity
W 9-0

BASEBALL 
Feb. 10 vs. Pacific Lutheran W 4-3
Feb. 10 at. Linfield L 5-9
Feb. 11 at George Fox L 4-14
Feb. 11 at Pacific L 1-3

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Feb. 10 at George Fox 
L 68-80

SCOREBOARD

by EMILY SOLOMON
Staff Reporter

A nine year-old Carlos Vargas 
watched Peru qualify for the 1982 
World Cup from his grandma’s 

house in Arequipa, Peru. “I still remem-
ber that moment, there was a lot of ex-
citement and hope in the country for 
the team,” Vargas said. Professor Vargas 
is now a professor of theatre and fiction 
in the Spanish department at Whitman.

After the 1982 World Cup, the Peruvi-
an soccer team did not qualify for the 
next eight tournaments. The team was 
labeled as a failure and a scam, almost 
no one in Peru considered the squad ca-
pable of achieving any significant ac-
complishment. That was until this past 
fall when they qualified for the World 
Cup in Russia and ended the streak. Fi-
nally, after 35 years, Professor Vargas re-
gained the excitement he had as a child 
for the Peru national team.

The team had had chances of going 
to the World Cup before, but last min-
ute catastrophes prevented Peru from 
attending. In 1985, a last minute goal 
from Argentinian striker Ricardo Gare-
ca eliminated Peru in the qualifiers for 
the 1986 tournament. In 1997 the team 
needed a tie against Chile to qualify for 
the World Cup in France, and they end-
ed up losing 4-0. “After the elimination 
of Peru in 1997 Peruvians gave up on the 
national team, we just did not believe 
this was getting better,” Vargas said.

Professor Carlos Vargas came to the 
United States in 2005 to complete his 
graduate studies. At that time Peru-
vian soccer and politics where pass-

ing through a crisis. “By 2005 the team 
was already considered a failure. Peo-
ple were convinced that it was impossi-
ble to see the team again in a World Cup 
and jokes about the team became popu-
lar,” Vargas said.

In 2015 things changed for the Peru-
vian team with the arrival of coach Ri-
cardo Gareca. Yes, the same man that 
scored the goal that eliminated Peru in 
1985 now had the task  of taking them to 
Russia. “Gareca knew the players since 
he coached Peruvian teams, he knew 
Peruvian idiosyncrasy and culture. He 
changed their mindset and made them 
more professional,” Vargas said.

The team had a shaky beginning but 
finished with strong performances in 
the last matches of the qualifiers. In a 
dramatic ending the Peruvian team 
scored a last minute goal against Co-
lombia that took them to the playoffs 
round. In the playoff round they beat 
New Zealand in a full Lima stadium. 
“The player that eliminated Peru years 
ago, now takes them to the WC and 
pays his debt. You would think this was 
scripted,” Vargas said.

Madness and craziness took Peru by 
storm. People paid bets and celebrat-
ed on the streets across the country. 
The government canceled classes the 
day following the victory. There were 
people running naked on the streets, 
chanting on the top of cars and waiving 
giant flags. After a bunch of deceptions 
the team gave Peru one of its most hap-
py moments in history. “The Peruvians 
are really pessimists, we think that all 
we do will always go wrong. This victo-
ry proved that it is not always like that, 
sometimes things can be done right,” 
Vargas said.  

Peru is currently passing through 
a political crisis involving the presi-
dent and his cabinet in a corruption 
scandal. From his house in Walla Wal-
la, Carlos believes that the qualifica-
tion of Peru will not bring a major so-
cial change, but it brings a positive mes-
sage of unity. “Soccer is more than a 
sport, it is a country’s pride, it unites us. 
Peruvians have very few things in com-
mon. In Peru whether you are indige-
nous, white, black, Asian, rich or poor, 
when the Peruvian team plays, every-
one wears the same shirt,” Vargas said.

by JOSE GUERRERO 
CORONADO
Staff Reporter

The Super Bowl is a true Ameri-
can tradition. Every February, 
hundreds of millions of foot-

ball fans gather around their televi-
sions to watch the final game of the 
NFL season. This year was historic in 
more ways than one; the Philadelphia 
Eagles squeaked by with a 41-33 vic-
tory over the New England Patriots, 
the first Super Bowl title for the Ea-
gles in team history. In addition, the 
Eagles pulled off the win with their 
backup quarterback, Nick Foles, who 
took over after the first string quar-
terback and MVP candidate Carson 
Wentz went out with an injury in De-
cember. Needless to say, the Eagles 
were underdogs who, with a little 
luck, were able to take their moment 
and run.

This week, I spoke to two students, 
Sherwin Amsbaugh and Alyssa Taylor, 
in addition to Professor of Sociology 
Keith Farrington about their experi-
ences this year watching Super Bowl 
LII. Professor Farrington and Sherwin 
are both lifelong Patriots fans, with 
Alyssa being native to the Philly area 

and a fan of the winning Eagles. Sher-
win recalls the moment he became a 
Patriots fan:

“I became a fan of the New England 
Patriots because when I was young 
my family was in Denver and took 
me to a Broncos-Patriots game. Be-
fore the game they took me to a jersey 
store and told me I could get any jer-
sey in the whole store. For whatever 
reason I chose a Brady jersey, and the 
rest is history. I still have that Brady 
jersey hung up at home,” Amsbaugh 
said.  

Professor Farrington had a more 
personal connection to the Patri-
ots, also recalling the not-so-glam-
orous streak the team has had until 
relatively recently: “I’m from Massa-
chusetts … and as a kid enjoyed Bos-
ton sports in general, like the Red Sox 
and the Celtics and the Patriots. The 
Patriots had a really miserable histo-
ry ... they were not run effectively as 
a business; they had all kinds of crazy 
things happen to them. When it final-
ly felt like they were going to reach le-
gitimacy, they would lose a coach or 
there would be a big scandal. So, they 
never quite reached a level of legit-
imacy like other teams such as the 
Green Bay Packers and Miami Dol-
phins or the Pittsburgh Steelers. And 
so, the last 15 years or so have been re-
markable. It makes everything else 
worth it,” Farrington said.

When all three fans were asked 
what was their favorite part of watch-
ing the Super Bowl this year was, Alys-
sa was of course proud of the fact that 
her team had finally won a title: “The 
Eagles have only been in the Super 
Bowl one other time while I’ve been 
alive, I think around 2004 … [so my 
favorite part was that] my team won,” 
she said.  

Professor Farrington was opti-
mistic and appreciated “the consist-
ent excellence demonstrated by the 
coaching staff and the players. I mean 
they have been to seven Super Bowls 
in the last 10 to 12 years and every one 

has been a close game … Of course 
the Patriots have lost several of them 
(including this one) but they have 
lost to really good teams playing very 
well and the ones they have won, they 
have played very well against good 
teams,” he said.

Finally, I asked the three what they 
thought about football’s importance 
in American tradition. Professor Far-
rington recalled the time when it 
seemed there was a shift in popular 
sport culture:

“It’s been interesting because as 
I said I have been around for a while 
and watching sports for a long time. 

Baseball was the national pastime 
when I was a kid. I remember kids 
taking off from high school to watch 
the World Series or sitting there with 
a little transistor radio to do so. But 
football has surpassed baseball in 
the public mind and it is fascinat-
ing to wonder why. I wonder if maybe 
somehow it fulfills a lot of the same 
urges and satisfactions that military 
activity used to; it’s very strategic, it’s 
a battle, it’s physical and really very 
masculine... I’m not sure it’s a good 
thing necessarily and I’m not sure it’s 
going to sustain itself indefinitely in 
the future, but I think it’s a huge part 

of culture,” Farrington said.
Sherwin felt football “has provided 

so many role models and teaches peo-
ple of all ages about hard work and 
overcoming adversity.”

Alyssa, similarly felt football was 
important ultimately because “it 
can bring family and friends togeth-
er, unite cities and it makes people 
feel connected to the place that they 
come from even when they’re far 
away.”  

All in all, the future for American 
football seems bright as Eagles fans 
celebrate and others look forward to 
next February.

SUPER BOWL LII AT WHITMAN

The Climbing Club performed admirably in their recent competition at Western Wash-
ington University. Photo contributed by NoahLani Litwinsella. 

Residents gather in the Jewett lounge to hang out and watch the big game. Photo by Samarah Urlbe.

by SUSANNA WILLIAMS
Staff Reporter

It is casual 
enough to be a won-
derful community, but 
also very competitive. 
You can make it what-
ever you want it to be.
Walker Orr ‘20

I became a fan 
of the New England 
Patriots when I was 
young ... my parents 
took me to a jersey 
store. I chose a Brady 
jersey, and the rest is 
history.
Sherwin Amsbaugh ‘21

LIFELONG EAGLE AND PATRIOT FANS REFLECT ON THE SUPER BOWL

In Peru wheth-
er you are indigenous, 
white, black, Asain, rich 
or poor, everyone wears 
the same shirt.
Carlos Vargas
Spanish Professor

Illustration by Haley King

SWIMMING
Feb. 9-11 at NWC Championships
Women: 1st
Men: 2nd

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Feb. 10 at George Fox 
W 97-80

36 YEARS 
LATER, 

PERU BACK 
IN WORLD 

CUP

CLIMBING CLUB COMPETES 
AT WESTERN WASHINGTON
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Years later, a dispute over this mem-
ber initiation became a harbinger of the 
society’s eventual fading out. However, 
there is one last term to be met in order 
to remain a member.

The guiding document stipulates 
that “a member who has participated in 
at least one conservation project during 
the past year and/or who is a member of 
an active conservation organization” is 
in good standing.

“The Roo Rat Society is not as well-
known as Yale’s Skull & Bones Society 
(George Bush’s club), but it’s a lot more 
fun,” said an anonymous member.

As to why ‘roo rats versus some oth-
er animal, the only answer seems to be 
that initial trip to Malheur for the spec-
imen collection. Surprising as it was for 
this conservation organization to be 
founded on killing animals, the socie-
ty would not remain this way as it em-
barked for higher morals by moving 
away from its unpleasant beginning.

Evolution

Within a year, the Roo Rat Society re-
vised their regulations to prohibit cap-
turing and killing. Todd described it as 
a necessary evolution as catching a ‘roo 
represents a contact with nature. Pretty 
soon, the name caught on around cam-
pus.

“It’s not a school club, although we 
tried [to be one] back earlier, when we 
were getting organized,” recalled Todd.

However, the administration said no 
because it “wasn’t serious enough,” he 
said.

Perhaps this is why Todd emphasiz-
es that the Roo Rat Society is not a Whit-
man thing; the closest chapter is the 
Wallula Gap chapter where an over-
whelming majority of initiation hunts 
were held, founded by member Jack 
Rice.

There is also the mother chapter, as 
Todd described it, at the Malheur Wild-
life Refuge where Todd witnessed his 
first specimen collection, in addition to 
a chapter near San Diego, and one near 
Bruno Dunes State Park in Idaho. Unfor-
tunately, there are not enough mem-
bers near the ones in California and 
Idaho; Todd said they should fade away 
eventually. Unconfirmed chapters are 
rumored at Carleton College, Pomona 
College and the University of Washing-
ton Medical School. Rules state that one 
can create a chapter within 50 miles of 
an existing chapter.

Back at Whitman though, the society 
kept roaring.

Joining the Roo Rat Society was “the 
thing to do” for biology and chemistry 
students, said alumn Meg Stone.

Professor Todd even boasted at one 
point, “We’re an international organiza-
tion (members live in Nigeria, Holland, 
and New Zealand).”

All the while, hunt logs were filling 
up and lots of students became eager 
to catch their own ‘roo rat and receive 
their official Roo Rat Society card.

The real turning point was when 
journalist Linda Ashton came to town.

Prominence

Within its third decade, the Roo Rat 
Society was in newstands across North 
America. Letters piled up addressed to 
the society from impressed readers, all 
thanks to Ashton and The Associated 
Press. Local newspapers from California 
to as far as Mexico City circulated the 

Roo Rat Society story, fueling the trend.
In the Whitman College archives, 

there is a note from Oakley E. Wood-
ward who tried to set up a Roo Rat Socie-
ty chapter in Michigan, only to find that 
‘roo rats aren’t native to Michigan. Tom 
Barnett of Arizona and Dr. D.S. Nelson of 
California are both interested in join-
ing the society.

The list goes on, but the most heart-
warming of letters are from children.

Twelve year old Melissa Wilson of Ne-
braska asked for information about the 
Roo Rat Society for an English assign-
ment.

Then there is Marissa Brownlee of 
Florida, who in 1985 wrote a letter to the 
society after raising three dollars: “As 
soon as we reach our goal, $25, we will 
send it directly to you,” she wrote. “We 
are all so grateful for your time and ef-
fort to help save the endangered spe-
cies.”

Todd was touched, but turned the 
money down and encouraged her to 
join a local conservation organization.

Strangely, not all who wrote to the 
society were cognizant of what the Roo 
Rat Society stood for.

“I received a letter from a man in New 
York who wanted to know how to get rid 
of the rats in his apartment,” recalled 
Todd.

The Roo Rat Society also became a 
listed organization. The Associated 
Press article landed the society in the 
comprehensive Encyclopedia of Asso-
ciations, a reference guide of organiza-
tions. They also wound up in the 12th 
annual Daily Planet Almanac under 
“Odd Associations.” Similarly, Erica Stux 
of Ohio wrote an article on strange and 
unusual organizations, citing the Roo 
Rat Society.

With a growing awareness came a 
growing sense of responsibility. The so-
ciety launched a strong letter writing 
campaign in opposition to an open-pit 

copper mine near Glacial Peak by the 
Kennecott Corporation.

In addition, Doug Blessinger of Twice 
Told in Walla Walla reported that the 
Roo Rat Society “has written Congress 
in support of various conservation 
movements such as establishing a Na-
tional Park in northern Washington.”

Professor Todd even exchanged let-
ters with the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Interior & Insular Affairs Chair-
man Henry M. Jackson and then acting 
Chief of the Department of Agriculture 
Bill Payne. However, the society’s sights 
were higher as they wrote letters to Sec-
retary of Agriculture Orville Freeman 
and President Lyndon B. Johnson.

At the micro level, the Roo Rat Socie-
ty allows members to donate to conser-
vation groups to remain an active mem-
ber, and the society itself even made do-
nations off of sweatshirt sales, an idea 
devised by kayaker Rob Lesser. Most of 
their donations went to the Save The 
Redwoods League, while others went 
to the Environmental Defense Fund 
among other groups.

The Roo Rat Society would contin-
ue to appear in various publications by 
the college as well as other newspapers. 
It was in this time that the society rel-
ished in peaceful membership growth 
and sticking to the origin of their call-
ing: to get members involved in conser-
vation.

The Golden Age

Deep in the archives, someone wrote 
on the theory that only one ‘roo allows 
itself to be caught over and over again, 
then goes back to spread the word to 
other kangaroo rats that people are 
safe. It makes for a nice story, just as the 
experience of catching ‘roo rats makes 
for a lifetime memory.

“The best way to see them was right 
in our headlights as we slowly rolled 

along the dirt access roads over the hill-
top wheatfields,” said Duncan Cox, a so-
ciety alum.

“Now that I have had more contact 
with ecology, wild nature, pristine envi-
ronments, endangered species, the dan-
gers of perching on a moving vehicle, 
etc., I look back and say ‘What were we 
thinking?’”said Mary Cocovera, anoth-
er society alum. “Driving around the de-
sert in the dark on the hood of a car and 
grabbing those little creatures. The Roo 
Rat hunt was a highlight of my Whit-
man years.”

The delight even extended all the 
way up to Whitman’s presidents, three 
of which became members. While Dr. 
Louis Perry and Donald Sheehan have 
passed, former president David Max-
well definitely remembers his hunts. He 
recalls the hunt as fun and fascinating; 
as they drove along dirt back roads in 
the snowy cold, he began to think they 
were messing with him as they saw no 
‘roo rats. But when the moment came, 
and he held the little creature, “it just 
sat there and looked at me,” so cute and 
docile.

Indeed, many of the hunt logs and 
memories of members point to the ‘roo 
rats as peaceful once caught. Getting to 
that point, however, is another ordeal.

“Roo rats are very fast and hard to 
corner. Once off the road, a catch is im-
probable but not impossible,” said 
member Erick Baer.

As Todd pointed out, catching one is 
not all fun and games. He recommends 
wearing gloves as there is a shred of 
danger if the kangaroo rat is carry-
ing diseases and decides to bite. Once 
gloves are on, the preferred method to 
catching is called the two-handed muf-
fle catch. And if you are lucky enough to 
gently pick one up, you pose for a photo-
graph. Flash on of course, as kangaroo 
rats are nocturnal. Todd recommends 
looking the critter up on YouTube if you 

would like to learn more.
Even with as exciting nights as spot-

ting 55 ‘roos, the glory days of the Roo 
Rat Society began to twilight. Todd 
went on to retire, and Professor Bob Car-
son became more active around the 
turn of the century. The differences be-
tween the two professors began to man-
ifest in a dispute over the induction of 
new members into the decades old so-
ciety.

A Fade for Now

The last officially recorded ‘roo rat 
hunt occurred on October 17, 2006, at 
The Stateline Wind Farm in Horse Heav-
en Hills, Washington, with Carson and 
his wife Clare as leaders. Seven candi-
dates were on the hunt, with five ‘roos 
sighted and three reportedly caught. 
This final hunt ended at 10:50 p.m. with 
the final catch recorded at 10:29 p.m. A 
sad set of circumstances led to this final 
catching of the ‘roos.

Carson was a charismatic professor, 
not unlike Rempel, and led many stu-
dents out on hunts. He tended to lead 
larger hunts than usual, sometimes 
with nine or so candidates.

Carson’s idea was that once one 
caught a ‘roo rat, they would pass it 
around and everyone would become a 
member. Traditionally, the idea was you 
had to individually corner and catch 
one yourself, with the only help being 
someone holding a flashlight. This dif-
ference came up at a reunion when Car-
son tried to convince members that his 
rule was better. Todd was firm, however, 
and stood to uphold the regulations of 
the society set in place since year two or 
three. This falling out led to the fading 
out of the Roo Rat Society.

Revival

Last semester, first-year Cam Sipe dis-
covered the existence of this old soci-
ety through her job in the Alumni Of-
fice. The oddity of the society sparked 
her interest, so she and first-year Chel-
sea Goldsmith are working to get the so-
ciety back on its feet. Per regulation, an 
active member must lead the hunt. They 
have tracked down the handful of mem-
bers still around in the Walla Walla area 
and plan to “start off slow.”

“I am certainly committed to the 
principles behind the Roo Rat Society,” 
said Whitman College President Kathy 
Murray, albeit disinclined to catch a 
‘roo rat.

Still, Todd is on board with a revival. 
However, he has made clear that if the 
regulations are to be changed, then one 
should create a different organization.

In the end, Professor Todd believes, 
“You guys are supposed to be studying. 
Not wandering around catching ‘roo 
rats.”

Forward

From 1963 to 2006, the Roo Rat Soci-
ety became a phenomenon that swept 
the continent and left a distinct mark 
on the history of Whitman College. 
With the memorabilia left behind, and 
the stories of members carrying their 
cards around until they fell apart, what 
is clear after all these years is how pro-
foundly the society impacted those who 
joined its ranks. Based upon its own cri-
teria, the Roo Rat Society was a com-
plete success. Here’s to hoping it will 
continue to   an environmental con-
scious in the generations of students 
and conservationists to come.

from ROO RAT SOCIETY, page 1

Roo Rat Society initiates pose with their newly caught kangaroo rats, earning a place in the society. Photos courtesy of the Whit-
man Archives.

“Craig Dodson, 
a visiting facul-
ty member at 
Whitman Col-
lege, displays a 
long-tailed kan-
garoo rat on his 
shoulder after 
an evening hunt. 
The 29-year-old 
Roo Rat Society 
fosters conser-
vation among its 
members.”
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“Eating animals and drink-
ing milk.”

“Nutella.”

“Game of Thrones.”

“Make-up products. I don’t 
look to see if the contain-
ers are recyclable.” 

ELVIRA
MARTINEZ
RUEDA
Senior

HANNAH
FERGUSON
Junior

HOLDEN
GAUPO
Sophomore

SARA
DONG
First-Year

Going to the Baker Ferguson Fit-
ness Center has been full of in-
teresting moments, and one 

that I can’t seem to shake off has been 
the toxic masculinity surrounding 
BFFC. As a woman, I often feel uncom-
fortable for entering the imaginary 
line past the cardio equipment and 
closer to the squat racks. Throughout 
my life, I have been exposed to weight 
lifting and cross training workouts, 
so I never felt like I did not belong in 
the weightlifting world until I came 
to Whitman. It is not uncommon for 
me to have my equipment taken away 
without permission and have my sur-
rounding space infiltrated by men 
while working out at the BFFC. There 
were times where I had to stop work-
ing out because someone got in my 
way. Moments like these make me feel 
unwelcome in a common space. I see 
it throughout the gym, most wom-
en are on the cardio machines while 
the men are closer to the weightlift-
ing equipment. When talking about 
this gender divide, it is not uncom-
mon for other women on campus to 
express the same concerns.   

Being at the gym is also hyper-ex-
posing. Whenever I am working on a 
hard movement, I feel extra eyes on 
me – it’s a fish bowl. I see other men 
either looking at my body, my form 
or making preconceived judgments 
about my strength. I have caught 
men staring at my butt as I walk 
around to gym. This sort of objectifi-
cation makes me feel small and insig-
nificant and it also distracts me from 

getting my workout in. I don’t know 
how or why a guy can enter the gym 
and feel entitled to inappropriately 
stare at any woman. The same rules 
apply whether someone is in a class-
room or at the gym.

One would ask, how can we fix this 
gender divide and power dynamics at 
the gym? I believe there needs to be 
better gym etiquette. I think most 
people are pretty polite at the gym, 
there are just those few people that 
ruin it for the rest of the group. Num-
ber One, unrack all your weights and 
put your equipment away. Other than 
it being a nuisance, it brings anoth-
er obstacle for women to not include 
weight lifting in their workout. Num-
ber Two, if there is a water bottle near 
a weightlifting area, ask around to 
see if someone is using – don’t just as-
sume it is yours for the taking.  Num-
ber Three, stop the grunting! Yes, 
when lifting really heavy weights 
or doing an intense workout can 
cause people to grunt to release oxy-
gen while maintaining muscle tight-
ness, but when your grunts sound 
more like shrieks, it is not as effec-
tive. When you yell, it releases the 
contraction from your muscles and 
actually makes it harder to make the 
rep. So please, men and women, keep 
in mind the amount of space you take 
up in the gym, both vocally and phys-
ically. 

Also side note: if you like some-
one and want to hook-up with them 
or date them, please just ask or talk 
to them. It makes it uncomfortable if 
there is no dialogue and the only in-
teraction is awkward unwanted gaz-
es at the gym. 

Liberal arts colleges are dying. Each 
passing semester brings about 
changes that reflect market-ori-

ented goals and the hiring needs of 
corporations as opposed to goals his-
torically attributed to the liberal arts. 
I would like to suggest, however, that 
this does not necessitate mourning 
the loss of liberal arts within high-
er education. Instead, it is a path to-
wards valuing a liberal arts education 
enough to insist on its accessibility 
to all people regardless of the institu-
tions to which they have access.

Liberal Art’s Death Within High-
er Education

Why go to a liberal arts college? 
Scholars suggest many reasons: gain-
ing the ability to practice learning for 
a lifetime, having conversations with 
peers for their intrinsic value, culti-
vating the self through a four-year in-
terval before entering the job market 
and learning the skills of citizenship. 
The institutions that provide these vir-

tues, however, are decreasing in num-
ber every year.

David Breneman, a professor of eco-
nomics, conducted a study in 1990 to 
track the number of liberal arts insti-
tutions. He uses the criteria outlined 
by the Carnegie Foundation based on 
the percentage of degrees in the arts 
and sciences awarded to students as 
opposed to vocational degrees. Under 
these criteria, fields considered “tra-
ditional liberal arts” include history, 
psychology, the sciences (natural and 
social), foreign languages, religion, 
the arts and English. Professional 
fields include business/management, 
communications, education, engi-
neering, nursing and computer scienc-
es. Based on a replication of the same 
study in 2008-2009, 130 institutions re-
main as “true liberal arts colleges” out 
of the 212 Breneman identified in 1990. 
The studies reflect the increasing pro-
fessionalization of colleges and uni-
versities.

The Stakes in Losing the Liberal 
Arts

What gets scholars so worked up 
about the death of liberal arts? Defens-

es of the loss of the humanities at lib-
eral arts institutions attack corporate 
partnerships within higher educa-
tion and administrations’ increasing 
prioritization of profits. Writers focus 
on declining public support for high-
er education, the growth of academ-
ic capitalism (college and corporate 
brand marketing), and the rise of met-
rics (test scores, professor ratings) for 
increased accountability. For exam-
ple, scholars Sheila Slaughter and Gary 
Rhodes in their book “Academic Capi-
talism” focus their attention on how 
“colleges and universities are initiat-
ing marketlike and market practices, 
and forming partnerships with busi-
ness to exploit the commercial poten-
tial of students.”

In these critiques, however, I have 
not found extensive acknowledgment 
or exploration of the fact that the ben-
efits of a liberal arts education are only 
available to an elite subset of the popu-
lation. America currently has a lack of 
adequate state funding for higher edu-
cation and over a trillion dollars in col-
lective student-loan debt. Any defense 
of the liberal arts without a discussion 
of accessibility may be ... elitist? Race- 
and class-based privilege are certainly 

reproduced at elite liberal art colleges 
such as Whitman.

A defense of the liberal arts should 
justify its benefits for the majority, 
not only the elite. For those who have 
attended a liberal arts institution it 
is easy to identify the attributes that 
make them special: small classroom 
settings, exposure to a broad range of 
topics, and accessible professors. These 
factors produce the virtues identified 
by scholars that result in giving stu-
dents a life of greater meaning after 
graduation. Higher education institu-
tions, I argue, do not have a monopoly 
on these benefits.

Focus Instead on Secondary Ed-
ucation

I suggest a turn towards focusing on 
the improvement of secondary educa-
tion in America instead of fretting over 
the professionalization of higher edu-
cation. Across America there is vast in-
equality between school districts due 
to unequal funding, lack of respect for 
teaching as a career choice, and dis-
couragement of highly educated stu-
dents to go into teaching positions 
due to its lack of prestige. These are all 

factors that prevent students from ac-
cessing the benefits of a liberal arts ed-
ucation.

While some aspects of a liberal arts 
college setting may not be transfera-
ble to public high schools, taking steps 
towards improving our education sys-
tem would bring about many of the 
liberal arts values that are being lost 
in higher education. Increasing high 
school quality through more adequate 
funding, valuing the profession of 
teaching, remodeling curriculums for 
greater class discussion, and adopting 
other liberal arts characteristics have 
the potential to ensure students devel-
op into lifetime learners, engaged po-
litical participants, and happier peo-
ple with lives of greater meaning and 
purpose.

We do not need to wait for higher ed-
ucation to return to an imagined gold-
en-age. Instead, I would like to see a na-
tion-wide push for improving the sys-
tem of education that we all under-
stand as a public good—secondary ed-
ucation. Enhance the quality of sec-
ondary education and we can then cel-
ebrate the widely received virtues of 
the liberal arts instead of mourning 
their loss for the elite.

by ALONDRA CONTRERAS
Columnist

TOXIC MASCULINITY IN THE GYM

SHIFTING OUR FOCUS TOWARDS SECONDARY EDUCATION
by ASTRA TUCKER
Senior

Illustration by Abby Takahashi

VOICES FROM Photos by Afton Weaver

THE DEATH OF LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION

THE COMMUNITY
WHO OR WHAT IS YOUR 
PROBLEMATIC FAVE?//

JO
IN

 TH
E 

CO
NV

ER
SA

TIO
N

SUBMIT 
AN OP-
ED TO 
WIRE@
WHIT-
MAN.
EDU

200 TO 1000 
WORDS



February 15, 2018 PAGE  8

Saturday night, 11:00 p.m.–
After the fire alarm went off at 

Sig, two fuck buddies stumbled 
away to a Jewett room in hopes to find 
no-strings-attached fun on a carefree 
weekend night. However, a mid-coital 
fart suffocated their merriment, and 
forced them to discuss where their re-
lationship was going. A psychology pro-
fessor tells The Wire, “It’s not uncom-
mon for heinous flatulence to be the 
spark that turns a lukewarm hookup 
into a fiery-hot relationship. I mean, im-
agine yourself naked, vulnerable, fart-
ing, right in front of someone who you 
hoped would be mostly unaware of the 
goings-on of your colon. That kind of 
vulnerability is unmatched.”

The two students, who asked to re-
main anonymous for the sake of their 
anal dignity, were unwilling to com-
ment.

by ANNELISE ELLINGBOE
Ergonomic Keyboard Mating Specialist

Local fuck-buddies forced to define the 
relationship after gnarly mid-coital fart

Illustration by Nathaly Pérez

by MAUDE LUSTIG
Cereal Killer

I have never peed my pants 
and I never will!!!!!!!!!

Illustration by Lydia Petroske

Comic by Mickey Shin

On the morning of February 9, 
a large and very noisy distur-
bance was underway at the JFK 

airport in Queens, New York. Some 
witnesses reported hearing the com-
motion from hundreds of yards away, 
sitting in their cars in the arrivals 
lane and taking way too fucking long 
to get out and load their grandma’s 
stuff into the trunk. The source of this 
ruckus? President Donald J. Trump 
was detained by the TSA on his way to 
Air Force One.

While the details of the event were 
initially unclear, it is now known that 
multiple concerned passersby no-
tified the airport of a suitcase that 
seemed to be moving and speaking. 

In an effort to intercept the suitcase, 
TSA employees tracked it down and 
found it in the hands of Trump, who 
was not walking but instead glid-
ing on a duct-taped platform made 
of those scooter boards from gym 
class that always ran over your fin-
gers. Upon inspection, the First Lady 
of the United States, Melania Trump, 
was found inside the luggage, sweaty 
and stinky but otherwise okay. One 
bystander described hearing her ex-
claim “Naj te koklja brcne!”—Sloveni-
an for “Let the mother hen kick you.”

When news reporters questioned 
Trump about this mysterious yet al-
together not unsurprising behav-
ior, he remarked that he wasn’t famil-
iar with the rules and regulations ap-
plied to hazardous materials “such as 
women.”

Uh-oh: carry-on 
crisis cracks 

criminal crab’s 
crisp ‘calm’ 

countenance
by WINSTON WEIGAND
Future Survivor Contestant 

Twas a dark and stormy Sun-
day evening in February, and all 
eyes were on the true super-he-

roes of America: the modern day foot-
ball player. As the giant stallions gal-
loped around the field, biceps bulging 
and neck veins popping, an evil force 
was brewing inside one of the players. 
All of a sudden, a loud rumble shook 
the stadium and the biggest man on 
the field collapsed to his knees in ut-
ter pain while the people watched, but 
did not help (in true American fashion), 
as the stump just below his head but 
above his shoulders tore off of his body 
and grew into a colossal, horrific, tree 
trunk. The trunk whirled around the 
stadium, killing all of the most loyal 
fans in its wake, and then simply shrive-
led up to live its remaining days as a 
sapling. This terrifying night left many 
people asking the question: why?

It’s no secret that each year brings 
new standards and expectations to 
live up to for the pig-skin throwers. But 

what is seldom known amongst foot-
ball-loving spectators is the players’ 
desire for a neck the size of an average 
pine tree, considered to be the ultimate 
beauty mark. An interview with one 
football-er, who wishes to stay anony-
mous, revealed that it was common in 
the football community for neck inse-
curities to run rampant. Worst of all, 
and what may explain the killer tree 
trunk incident, is how some achieve a 
thick neck; most try to stay honest and 
perform typical neckcercises, but some 
stray and turn to neckjections. These 
are prepared by hiking for days to the 
biggest tree in the county and then col-
lecting the sap to be turned into a con-
coction of tree juice and power.

Some players are relieved to have 
this dirty secret become public news as 
they hope more people will talk about 
what was previously a hush-hush top-
ic, but others could care less. One foot-
ball fan was overheard saying “I don’t 
care as long as they don’t try to force 
nothin’ on me, and as long as I still got 
an excuse to drink beer in my recliner 
on Sundays.”

 Dear Hilda,

I am currently locked in my own 
bathroom voluntarily, in my Cleveland, 
Ohio-located studio apartment. The 
reason is because I have a pile of dirty 
dishes in my kitchen, and they are start-
ing to smell bad. I am so stressed and 
angry and confused!!! What can I do, 
Hilda, to get these dishes to stop smell-
ing? I can feel them mocking me with 
their stenchy stares when I’m watch-
ing The Bachelor late in the night. They 
could be becoming sentient, but most-
ly, they just smell rancid and are yucky 
to look at.

With all sincerity,
Washed-up-in-the-washroom-Wendy

Dear Washwend,

So sorry to hear about your sitch! 
Nothing stinks worse than dirty dishes. 
Girl, your only hope is to set up camp and 
stay in your bathroom! Tub? More like 
bed! Toilet? More like CHAIR! You’re bet-
ter off like that anyway, because I literal-
ly HATE Cleveland. My ex was from there, 
and he was a dick. He was allergic to pea-
nuts, and peanut butter is my favorite 
food. I was like “??????????????????” tbh 
how inconsiderate????

Quick life advice ladies: stay away 
from men with allergies (except the ones 
who are allergic to latex--that’s real). 
Plus, he once told me that I looked real-
ly pretty ‘tonight’ and I was like LITER-
ALLY HOW DARE YOU do I not look good 
every day? When a man you love gives 
you compliments it is vital that you turn 
them around so that he knows he actu-
ally probably meant something mean.

I hope that helps! Also, if you see my 
dog, tell him I am looking for him.
 
Helpful Hilda

by HELPFUL HILDA
Advisor-to-the-Stars

advice column

NFL player’s neck 
becomes sentient 
and escapes, kills 

73 spectators
by ANNIE STEFANIDES
Quiplash Master

HERO!
LOCAL MAN/HERO NARROWLY 
AVOIDS CONVERSATION WITH 

WOMAN’S BREASTS AFTER 
REMEMBERING SHE HAS FACE

MORE FROM ANNELISE ELLINGBOE 
AT 4:32 P.M. 

*

com
ic

I have never peed my pants, and I 
never will! Yessiree, this girl’s got 
excellent bladder control. I can go 

all day without a single leak. A lot of 
people are surprised when I tell them 
that. They say, “really, you’ve never 
peed your pants? Never?” as if some-
how it’s normal to pee your pants.

Actually, peeing in your pants is 
disgusting and wrong. Do NOT nor-
malize it. I would never give into such 

immoral and perverted behavior. Not 
once have my pants been darkened by 
that shameful crotch stain. No, this 
bladder is like a steel trap.

Okay, well, I guess when I was in 
high school there were a couple close 
calls. I was on the cross country team 
and once or twice during a race there 
would be a slight mishap. But that 
was totally beyond my control, that 
was a medical condition. Now I’ve 
done my kegels and my pelvic f loor is 
like, really strong you guys.

And like, I’m not counting when I 

was like a baby or whatever. If I peed 
in my diapers that totally doesn’t 
count. Diapers aren’t pants, and I 
wasn’t even potty trained yet so I 
didn’t even KNOW how to go to the 
bathroom. Honestly, I kinda resent 
having to bring that up right now.

I know what you’re thinking--what 
about when I’m old? Well I’ll tell you 
this: I’ll be keepin it tight even when 
I’m elderly, don’t doubt that. And by 
it I mean my urethra. So you don’t 
have to worry about me. I’ll be just 
fine.

Helpful Hilda; 


