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Senior Recital
Erik Feldman, composer

Sunday                           April 27, 2014                       3:00 p.m.
Chism Recital Hall

Lament
Sally Singer-Tuttle, cello

Moonrise text by Erik Feldman

The Camerata Singers
Phoebe Horvath, Melanie Medina, Mykhanh Pham, sopranos

Catherine Callahan, Jenna Carr, Jack Wheeler, altos
Clayton Collins, Aleks Maricq, Ryan Wallis, tenors

Erik Anderson, Aaron Do, Luke Monroe, baritones/basses
Will Ekstrom, conductor

Chamber Variations on an Original Theme
Theme
Variation 1: Antiphony
Variation 2: Short Canon
Variation 3: Dance
Variation 4: Dirge
Variation 5: Canon
Variation 6: Accompanied Solo

Aleks Maricq and Isabel Christy, clarinets
Lily Gibbs, bassoon

The Forest Suite
Wandering
The Sentinel Canopy
A Falling Leaf
The Stream

Eric Lombardo, cello
Kristin Vining, piano

The Beowulf Suite
Beowulf King
The Dragon of Earnanaess
Wiglaf
Dragon Fight
Dirge for Beowulf: Valhalla Waits

Mathias Palmer, horn
Doug Scarborough and Clayton Collins, tenor trombones

Tommy Gibson, bass trombone
Luke Rodriguez, tuba

Ryan Jacobsen, conductor

None But the Stars text by Erik Feldman

The Camerata Singers
Will Ekstrom, conductor
Sally Singer-Tuttle, cello

   WHITMAN COLLEGE
        Department of Music presents



Program Notes and Lyrics
by Erik Feldman

Lament
The Lament was the first piece I composed under the tutelage of Professor 

Earnest. I wrote the first version late at night at the end of my freshman year, while in a 
good mood (despite the piece's title and character). In the fall of my sophomore year, I 
reworked the piece slightly, and I performed it later that semester.

The piece is in e-minor, and makes use of the entire pitch and dynamic range of 
the cello. As its title suggests, the piece is largely sad, though in the middle it shifts 
suddenly to an E-Major, almost cheerful, version of the theme, before sliding back into its 
melancholy. A final instance of the theme works slowly down to its defeated conclusion.

Moonrise
Moonrise was written in the fall of 2012, and first performed by the Whitman 

College Chamber Singers in the spring of 2013, both here in Walla Walla and on their 
tour to Seattle and Portland. I was inspired in part by seeing the night sky at the beach 
and from a ship, and watching the faint starlight and brighter moonlight play over the 
waves. I will likely add a cello accompaniment in the near future, to tie it more closely to 
None But The Stars, for which there is a solo cello part.

Chamber Variations on an Original Theme
The first sketches for this work were written while on the Whitman College 

Orchestra tour to Portland and Yakima in the spring of 2012. Initially, the piece was 
intended for two standard B-flat clarinets and one bass clarinet. However, during the 
composition class presentation of the piece, no bass clarinetist could be found, so I asked 
a bassoonist to play the part. This happy accident highlighted the wonderful interplay of 
bassoon and clarinet timbres, and the intended bass clarinet was promptly replaced by the 
bassoon.

The Forest Suite
The Forest Suite for Cello and Piano was written to fulfill the first composition 

assignment here at Whitman: a suite of character pieces or songs depicting a mood, 
setting, or image. I chose to represent one of my favorite locales: the redwood coast of 
California. The piece evokes the feelings of wonder and grandeur one experiences in the 
forest, as well as capturing some of the sights of the forest: a falling leaf settling slowly to 
earth and a babbling stream rushing among the rocks and fallen branches. I am currently 
in the process of orchestrating the piece for a small chamber orchestra.
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The Beowulf Suite
Most people have heard of Beowulf and his struggle with the monster Grendel 

and Grendel's mother. An oft-forgotten part of the epic is his later, fatal fight with a 
marauding dragon. This suite tells that story: Beowulf, king in his homeland, holds a 
splendid court. The Dragon of Earnanaess, lured by treasure, is seen in the distance; 
Beowulf, now old, asks for warriors to accompany him to defend the kingdom – only 
one, the minor lord Wiglaf, comes to his aid. A pitched battle commences, and Beowulf is 
mortally wounded, but he and Wiglaf manage to slay the dragon. Finally, a dirge for the 
fallen king is played.

I chose a brass quintet for the piece for several reasons. Firstly, the French horn is 
a very regal-sounding instrument, perfect for the splendor of Beowulf King. So as not to 
overshadow the high voice of the horn, I elected to forego the traditional brass quintet of 
two trumpets, horn, trombone, and baritone/tuba, instead using horn, two tenor 
trombones, a bass trombone, and a tuba. This not only gave me the high voice of the 
horn, but allowed for a wonderfully low and blended trombone/tuba mix for the dragon. 
Finally, the range of timbres available and sheer volume of brass were extremely helpful 
in depicting the battle. The piece was written in the spring of 2013, and premiered the 
following fall.

None But The Stars
Written in the fall of 2013 and premiered earlier this semester, None But The Stars 

acts as a companion piece to Moonrise. After the fun of writing Moonrise and hearing it 
performed in two states, I was eager to write another choral work. The possibility of 
including an instrument with choir was discussed, and on Dr. Singer-Tuttle's 
recommendation I chose a solo cello to accompany the piece and act as a voice both with 
and in contrast to the SATB choir. A smoother and clearer texture than Moonrise allows 
the cello to weave between the vocal parts.

Again, this piece was influenced by the seashore, though in this case the singer's 
desire to be alone with the sea was reflected in the cello and occasional solo voice. The 
piece occasionally includes motives and harmonic elements from Moonrise – listen for 
waves in the tenor and bass reflective of the end of Moonrise, though now overlapped 
with the cello line.

This  recital  is  presented  in  partial  fulfillment  of  the  requirements  for  the  degree  of  
Bachelor of Arts in Music, Composition emphasis. A Higley and Bailey Music Scholar,  
Erik Feldman has been a member of most of the music department ensembles throughout  
his Whitman career, as well as playing in the Harper Joy Theater pit orchestra for the  
past three years. He is a composition student of  John David Earnest.   Mr. Feldman  
would like to thank the student and faculty performers who volunteered their time and  
energy to make this recital possible, the faculty, staff, and students of Whitman College  
for an excellent four years, and the Department of Music especially for their support and  
encouragement.
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Moonrise

Luna,
O, Luna,
Rise now, and greet the sleeping world.
Rise,
O Luna, rise.
Moonrise, when the new moon rises, 
You can see sunlight, and the ocean's gleam.
You see the sunlight on the suface
See the sea gleam,
Moonrise gleam.
On the surface see the moon-gleam
On the surface the sea, gleaming in the midnight moon.
The gleaming Moon-lit world rests
While starlight and moonlight mix
On ocean waves white-tipped by sea-foam,
Star-tinged, lit by rising moonlight.
At midnight, the Earth is blue and gray
Lit by Luna.
O, Luna, rise.
Our fair Luna, rise.
At midnight, the silver Moon-glow
Lights the white-tipped waves that lap the seashore,
Glowing with the Moon-rise o'er the Earth.
Sunlight,
Reflecting brightly on the white Moon-face,
Sunlight on the Moon-rise o'er the surface of the Earth.
Moonrise o'er ocean surface.
O'er waves let our fair Luna rise.
O, rise.
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None But The Stars

I long for a lonesome cave,
Where the long-dead stars
Hold their gaze
And nothing else besides,
Passing, notes me.

I long for a lonesome cave,
Where white-tipped waves
On sea-shore's rocks
Lamenting their fate,
Hurl themselves.

A lonesome cave,
Far from human glance,
Where none but the setting Sun and rising Moon
Can see me stand alone
At the fingertips of the sea.

I long for an ocean's reach
At command of Luna fair,
Its fingers at my feet,
Gold in the setting Sun.

I long for a lonesome cave,
Where the world knows naught
Of me.
Where the Sun and the long-dead stars
Watch over me.

Program Notes, Moonrise, None But The Stars
Copyright 2014 by Erik Feldman.
All Rights Reserved.
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Note about the Compositions

These pieces were composed by Erik Timothy Feldman while he was a student at 

Whitman College under the tutelage of John David Earnest. All music and lyrics are 

copyrighted 2014 by Erik Feldman. All Rights Reserved.

As noted in the Program Notes, many of the pieces are likely to be revised in the 

near future. If you wish to perform the pieces or study them more in-depth, please 

observe the copyright and contact the composer for the latest versions in a more 

performance-friendly format and permission to perform the pieces.

The music was initially engraved using MuseScore 1.1 revision 4611 and the final 

edits made in MuseScore 2.0.0 revision c20b96e (unstable nightly build).

Thank you for taking the time to peruse my work.
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